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In a telephone conversation yesterday with a sister who is planning on coming ahead to help with Session prepa
rations, she remarked, "How quickly is time passing! Before we know it, it will be July." So instead of waiting 
until the next Communicator to send you important information concerning the Seminar, we are pausing long 
enough to send you this Bulletin which will give you information you need, and to ascertain how many are 
planning on coming-information we need. 

Work on Oak House is proceeding, though not as fast as we had hoped for, owing to less help than we had 
hoped for. But we are still hoping and praying to have it occupiable by Seminar time, July 15 - 23. When com
pleted, it will provide kitchen facilities and rooms to accommodate the elderly and sisters with children. But 
there will not be enough rooms for all. So the younger and able-bodied will have the unfettered freedom of 
dwelling in tents! which will be pitched in close proximity to adequate Rest Rooms, and all tents will have elec
tric lights. 

With limited facilities, program, and supervision for children, it will be necessary for parents to bring only their 
own children, and to give strict supervision to them. And save for the time that both parents and children will 
be in separate meetings, parents will be expected to keep their children with them-at meal time and in between, 
and thus to do their best to contain them. Let all, both old and young, be duly impressed that the chariot of the 
Lord is here. 

In 1978, the Seminar Bulletin carried the following announcement: "The total cost for food during the ten days 
will be $39.50 and $20.00 for children under 12. For all second tithers, the Association will provide, without 
charge, living quarters, including water and lights. For those who are not second tithers, the charge for accom
modations will be $20.00. At this low cost for food (the very lowest possible), there can be no family rates." 

In spite of inflation and increased costs since then, and in addition to the tremendous expense we are under in 
constructing Oak House and in meeting heavy printing bills and other obligations, we are making a flat charge 
for the nine days of $44.50 for everything-three meals, a hearty breakfast, a substantial dinner, and a light sup
per, tents or rooms in Oak House, lights and water. For children 5- 12, the cost will be half the price. 

As we do not want to see financial inability to come up with this amount, prevent any from receiving the bless
ings of the meetings, the Association will work out individual arrangements in any such case. So let us know the 
very best you will be able to do, and we will work with you accordingly. 

As one brother wrote that they were doing, all should be doing-saving all their pennies, nickels, dimes, quar
ters, dollars possible. 

Since the Seminar is to benefit all, it is not right to have a few burdened down with the cooking, cleaning, and 
general maintenance of the place during the meetings. Consequently, all will be asked to take their turns at the 
daily tasks. 

With the adequate cooler and freezer facility we have now, we hope to have all the baking and much of the 
cooking done in advance, so that as little time as possible will have to be spent'in the kitchen, and thus not cause 
any to miss meetings. 
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The two largest cities nearest to Exeter are Joplin and Springfield. Any coming by plane should specify these cit
ies in their traveling arrangements, depending on from where they are coming-if possible, Joplin from the 
west, Springfield from the east. From these two cities, the Continental Trailways bus will bring you to 
Cassville, fifteen miles from Exeter. Arrangements will be made to meet you at the bus stop and bring you to 
Bashan. 

As plane schedules may very likely change for the summer, we cannot say what time your plane will be arriving 
in Joplin or Springfield to connect with Trailways to bring you to Cassville. We will send you this information 
as soon as we can get from the Bus Company confirmation of their summer schedule. 

Those who are coming from outside the U.S., and who need letters of invitation to take to the U.S. embassies to 
obtain visas to travel here, should communicate with us immediately, giving us full names and addresses of 
those who want to attend, and the address of the U.S. Embassy. In some places, because of strict requirements, 
it is not easy to obtain a visitor's visa to the U.S. One of the main requirements is that persons wanting to come 
here must show strong family ties, properties, and especially a sizeable bank account. These usual requirements 
should be taken into consideration by any who want to come. 

If several are coming from one locality inNorth America, very considerable savings can be effective for all by 
pooling together to rent a station wagon, car, van, or mini-bus. 

For room and tent reservations, we must receive confirmation slips no later than June 15, so we may know how 
many to plan for. 

Because of the inadequacy of our water supply to accommodate a large number, we must ask all to bring enough 
wearing apparel so as to obviate any laundering of clothes while here, save for those with babies or small chil
dren. And these will need to conform rigidly to the washing schedule we must have. And be sure to bring wash
ing powder or detergent. 

What to bring: 

1. Enough clothes (in conformity with Davidian dress standards-2 TG 38)-for meetings, for work, and for 
Sabbath-to last for the duration of the Seminar. 

2. Electric iron if needed. 

3. Comfortable meeting shoes and walking shoes. 

4. Linen and light blankets (or, if you prefer, sleeping bags), pillows (not applicable to foreign believers). 

5. Towels and other toilet articles. Soap will be provided. 

6. A small mirror (optional). 

7. Insect repellent-"Off," Campho Phenique, and/or Absorbine Jr. 

8. Bible and Church Hymnal. 

9. Whatever ROD and Spirit of Prophecy books you are able to bring along. 

10. Notebook and pen/pencil. 

11. Flashlight. 

12. Musical instrument (if you have one). 
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Tapes of the meetings will be provided at the usual low costs. And if they are picked up here, the cost of postage 
will be saved. 

From Bulletin No.4 just prior to the 1978 Seminar held here at Bashan, here are some soul-inspiring thoughts 
to ponder: 

Whether we realize it or not, we Davidians are in critical condition, no less serious, if not more serious, than 
our Laodicean brethren, and hence are in utmost need of genuine revival and reformation or renovation-physi
cal renovation, moral renovation, spiritual renovation. Ponder well what this imports: 

"Renovate-1. to make new or like new; to clean up, to restore to good condition. 2. to refresh, to 
revive."-Webster. 

As Jesus said of the Jews, so with Davidians: What is needed is "not intellectual enlightenment, but spiritual 
renovation."-Desire of Ages, p. 406:0. 

Long ago God declared: "There must be a renovation."-Lije Sketches, p. 386:3. 

"Moral renovation must take place, else souls will perish in their sins. Let the message of truth, like a sharp, two
edged sword, cut its way to the heart."-7 T 155:2. 

Only "a renovated race shall walk with [Christ] in white, for they are worthy."-Desire of Ages, p. 331:2. 

Viewing the distressing soul-condition of the Remnant, not only yesterday but right on down to today, the Holy 
Spirit through mortal lips cried out: 

"Oh, what can I say to open blind eyes, to enlighten the spiritual understanding! Sin must be crucified. A com
plete moral renovation must be wrought by the Holy Spirit. We must have the love of God, with living, abiding 
faith. This is the gold tried in the fire. We can obtain it only of Christ. Every sincere and earnest seeker will 
become a partaker of the divine nature. His soul will be filled with intense longing to know the fullness of that 
love which passes knowledge .. . . "-5 T 105:2. 

"There must be a decided change . .. which will inconvenience those who are reclining on their lees, before labor-
ers who are fitted for their solemn work can be sent into the field. There must be an awakening, a spiritual 
renovation. The- temperature of Christian piety must be raised. Plans must be devised and executed for the 
spread of truth .... "-Id., 203:2. 

"The truth received into the heart will work a renovation in the soul."-Testimonies to Ministers, p. ~56:1. 

Again (and let it be burned into the memory): Only "a renovated race shall walk with [Christ] in white, for 
they are worthy."-Desire of Ages, 331:2. 

"Truth received into the heart," not merely warehoused in the head, sanctifies the life-changes the "ideas and 
theories, habits and practices," and thus produces the fruits-the substance, not merely the theory, the living, 
not merely the preaching-of revival and reformation, of righteousness by faith. Short of this fruit-bearing, the 
tree is a cumberer of the ground. 

"Said our Saviour, 'No man cometh to the Father, but by me.' ... 'Except ye abide in me,' says Jesus, 'ye can do 
nothing'-nothing in God's sight, nothing that Christ will accept at your hands."-5 T 49:1. 

If we are abiding in Christ, the work of renovation is in observable progress, and will be manifest in our spirit, 
our attitudes, our speech, our conduct. The self-opinionated ideas and unregenerate habits and practices will no 
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longer dominate our thinking, speaking, and acting, no longer exhibit us as self-dominated, world-conformed, 
low-caste Davidians, "stand[ing] still in impotency, pointing to what [we] cannot do."-7 T 14:2. Our lives will 
consistently exhibit the imparted, functional righteousness of retained justification-sanctification. 

"God requires the entire surrender of the heart, before justification can take place; and in order for man to retain 
justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living faith that works by love and purifies the 
soul."-1 SM 366:1. 

"It is by continual surrender of the will, by continual obedience, that the blessing of justification tS 

retained."-Id., 397:1. 

Heaven pleads, "The Lord God of Israel is hungry for fruit" (7 T 268:1)-the fruits of righteousness. He waits 
upon us to become totally committed, involved, engrossed in the quest of them, in mastering and possessing 
them, in manifesting CHRISTIANITY -that "living, animating principle, that takes possession of mind, heart, 
motives, and the entire man" (TM 421-422) and makes him "to be a true Christian moment by moment."--Tes· 
timonies to Ministers, p. 441:0. 

"There is a counterfeit Christianity in the world as well as a genuine Christianity. The true spirit of the man is 
manifested by the way in which he deals with his fellow man. We can ask the question, 'Does he represent the 
character of Christ in spirit and action, or simply manifest the natural selfish traits of character that belong to 
the people of this world?' Profession weighs nothing with God. Before it is everlastingly too late for wrongs to 
be righted, let each one ask himself, 'What am I?' It depends upon ourselves as to whether we shall form such 
characters as will constitute us one of God's royal family above. 

"If we would become Christlike, we must study Christ's character .... It is necessary that we should closely ex
amine ourselves, and enquire, 'Is this Christ's way? Would Christ pursue this course of action? What kind of an 
impression am I leaving upon the minds of those with whom I am connected? Shall I pursue a course of action 
that will weaken the confidence of anyone with whom I deal and cause them to think lightly of the Christianity 
that I profess? ... ' "-The Upward Look, p. 66:1, 2. 

God wants to behold in us not the mere mouthing but the actual performing of the truth that "revival signifies a 
renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death," and 
that "reformation signifies a reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices."-! SM 128:1. 

Our Father will have a vanguard not simply of professing, tithe-paying, meeting-attending, yet self-conforming, 
Davidians, but of reorganized, truth-conforming, whole-souled, self-sacrificing, grace-saturated, renovated 
Davidians. 

Short of this, we are either impotent, defeated Davidians or spurious, bogus Davidians, mere shams abiding in 
self, not in Christ; and whatever our profession and activities, they are accomplishing "nothing Christ will ac
cept at [our] hands"-nothing. 

What are we? Inspiration puts to us the piercing questions: 

''Are you a sham, or are you really a son of God? Are you serving God, or are you serving idols? Are you trans.. 
formed by the Spirit of God, or are you yet dead in your trespasses and sins?"-TM 440:2. 

' 
So, Brethren, be prepared for possibly revolutionary workings of the Holy Spirit, and for a regimen conducive 
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to His working-for early rising, early retiring, cooperative endeavors, no running to town for other food, and for 
all-out, single-eyed seeking of God for repentance not to be repented of; in short, for voluntary breaking-up of 
the old house, to save it from the otherwise involuntary breaking-up finally. 

Come, Brethren, only if you are prepared to fall upon the Rock and be broken to pieces, totalled-out in sacri
fices for Christ, and thus renovated, reorganized. 

From all of you who are prepared to "pay the price," we shall appreciate the earliest possible return of the fol
lowing reservation slip. We must know how many to prepare for. Please reply without delay. 

Sincerely yours in deep concern 
yet in unfaltering trust and hope, 

M. J. Bingham 

RESERVATION SLIP 

Date: 

I am purposed by the grace of God to be at Bashan, July 15 - 23, for whatever God has for us, and do pledge to 
do my part in whatever cooperative program is outlined for us at that time: 

Name: 

Address:----------------------------------

Telephone=---------------------------------

Number of adults:--------------------------------

Number of children and their ages: ---------------------------




