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Praises and Thanksgiving: The days are swiftly passing and, before long, we shall see the 
opening date of Seminar '97. The Lord be praised for enabling us to call this Seminar at this 
time, and for what He has helped us to accomplish on His Holy Hill. In enumerating our many 
blessings, we see the guiding hand of the Lord as He has strengthened the few workers here to do 
what seems like an almost impossible task--that of getting the School/Chapel complex, the 
landscaping, etc., ready, and the many other jobs to be done here in preparation for the Seminar. 
We also praise Him for the way He blessed you, for it is through your faithful and liberal support 
that we are able to continue to build Bashan. We never cease to thank God for you, for your 
prayers for us, and for you faithfully replenishing the storehouse. 

Though there are still many other jobs to be completed, we believe that in the strength of the 
Lord we will be able to get them all done. A few of the brethren have planned to be here as early 
as two weeks in advance of the Seminar, and with their help we should have everything 
completed. 

We regret very much that, because of limited help, we are unable to do all the maintenance on 
the buildings and on the grounds. But we strive to keep the lawns mowed and the flower beds 
clean. Again, for all of these accomplishments, we praise and thank God. 

Cost of Seminar: Another reason for praising the Lord is for His enabling you to contribute to 
the second tithe fund. Because of your faithfulness, you can come and enjoy the goodness of 
God without paying for any of your expenses. We regret that our funds will not allow us to 
accommodate all in this way. So all who are not second tithers will enjoy all of the 
accommodations for the modest amount of boarding as follovls--for a single person, $45.00; for a 
couple $65.00 and for children 5- 13, $20.00, for the entire duration of the Seminar. 

Again, we do not want to see any of you who have sent in your reservations miss the blessings of 
the Seminar because of financial inability. If this is so, let us know of your circumstances. 

Cooking, and Other Duties: Since the Seminar is to benefit all, it is not right to have a few 
burdened with the cooking, cleaning, and general maintenance of the place during the meetings. 
Consequently all will be asked to take a turn during the meetings. With our facilities here, we 
hope to have all of the baking and as much of the cooking done in advance as possible, so that as 
little time as possible will be spent in the kitchen thus enabling the kitchen helpers to attend the 
meetings, too. 
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Food Served at the Seminar: There will be three meals served each day. There will be no eggs 
or dairy products served during the Seminar.* We hope to have, as much as possible, foods 
prepared in as simple a manner as we can, without the use of much oil or fat. There will be no 
beverages served with the meals, save in the morning, when there will be soy, nut, and fruit 
milks served with cereals for breakfast. 

Dress and Hairstyle: Only Davidian dress standards is acceptable (See 2 TG 38.). See that your 
children conform to these, and give special attention to the following: no fade or pony tails for 
boys, no earrings, no mini skirts or jeans, no jewelry, and no shorts for girls. 

Of special note is the dress standard for men and women (particularly the women) must be in 
accordance with Rod standards. The wearing of watches, short pants, and, for women, pants, 
shorts, and short skirts, low necks, tight dresses which show the body lines, skirts with slits, and 
short or sleeveless blouses and dresses, are not in good taste nor in harmony with Christian 
modesty. (Before coming to the Seminar, all should studiously review Timely Greetings, 
Volume 2, Number 38. Following the directions therein will make your stay more spiritually 
uplifting and give cause to no one for stumbling.) 

Attire in the Chapel at all times is to be neat and should not be work or casual clothes. Ties and 
coats are not necessary during the week. Jeans, boots, and running shoes should not be worn 
during the meetings. Women should dress modestly and wear head coverings while attending 
services. If they choose they can wear loose fitting pants with an oversized shirt or a short dress 
as a top when going for hikes or working in the garden. To sum up the conclusion of the whole 
matter: 

Leave behind anything that you know will hinder you from receiving all that the Lord has for 
you while you are on His Holy Hill. 

Accommodations: At registration closing date we were able to place each one indoors without 
having to go to the expense of buying or renting tents. Accommodations are: Bashan House, 
Oak House, the Apartment, White House, and the Mobile Home--for the women and children. In 
Creek House, the men with boys in their care; in the large schoolroom (in the new School 
Complex); and in the Auditorium/Cafeteria rooms--all the brothers. There will be ample sleeping 
and bathroom facilities in all of these places. 

Tents and Mobile Home: So far only two families are coming with these. There will be 
hookups and bathroom facilities for these also. 

Transportation: Be sure to send us the exact time, giving us flight numbers or bus schedules, as 
the case may be. The distance from Springfield to Bashan, or Joplin to Bashan, is approximately 
150 miles round trip. As quite a few of you will be coming in on the same day, as long as you 
give us the exact time of your arrival, please sit and wait for the drivers. We will do our best to 
meet you on time, but it may be difficult to coordinate the time, with the limited drivers and 
transportation available. So if someone is not there to meet you promptly, it will not be 
necessary to call Bashan. There will be no charge for the transportation expense. If any is in a 
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position to contribute to the gas expense, you may feel free to do so. "The Lord loveth a cheerful 
giver." 

Directions For Coming by Car: If you are coming from the direction of Springfield, Missouri, 
or Fayetteville, Arkansas, follow directions on your map until you come to the little town of 
Exeter, located on 76 & 86. (Exeter is southwest of Springfield, and not far from the Arkansas 
border.) From Exeter, continue on 76 & 86, crossing the train tracks, continue for three miles 
until you come to Farm Road 1045. Make aleft turn (only one way to turn). It is a paved, black 
top road. Continue for 1 mile until 1045 ends. Make a right turn on Farm Road 2190. Follow 
2190 for about two miles to Farm Road 1025. Make a left turn (only one way to turn), go down 
the hill, cross the creek and proceed for a little over a mile to BASHAN HILL arch and gate. 
The gate will be left open during the Seminar. If you are coming from the Joplin direction let us 
know and we will send you directions. 

If you need further directions, from any of the highways leading to Springfield or Joplin, please 
let us know. 

Literature and Cassette Tape Orders: Please check your literature supply at home and send in 
your orders before coming. Or, if you prefer, you could hand them in no later than upon 
registering at the Office. No orders will be filled after Thursday the 25th. Orders for Seminar 
cassette tape studies will be mailed to you. 

Registration: Will be at the Office until noon on Friday the 19th. If you arrive later, one of the 
residents should be around to give you directions as to where to go. 

Children and Youth: There will be daily programs planned for children from ages 4- 10. 
During meetings, parents with children under four are to sit with them in the Mother's room. 

Youths should sit with their parents during meetings. It is not acceptable behavior to have the 
youth wandering around the Hill during meetings. Parents are to strictly supervise their children 
at all times. 

What to bring: Bible 
Rod and/or Spirit of Prophecy books for your own personal study (optional) 
Notebook, pens, and pencils 
Pillow, light blanket, and 2 single sheets (for U.S. believers only) 
Towels, washcloths, shampoo, and other toiletry 
Dress clothes for meetings and work clothes (the time of 
year could be somewhat chilly, so bring a warm sweater 
or wrap. 
Sneakers (for walking) or hiking boots (optional) 
Flashlight, a clock (optional), a small mirror 

Above all, bring smiles and open hearts with the spirit of brotherly love, 
goodwill, and cooperation. 
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What Not to bring: Frowns and bad attitudes ("It is too hot," "It is too cold ... ," 
"there are too many people ... ," "I do not like the 
f d " " h . t l ") oo ... , t e meetmgs are oo ong.... . 
Reluctance to help out (another way of saying, Don't be lazy). 

A busybody spirit (another way of saying, Don't be nosy; 
don't indulge in gossip and criticism). 

Laundry: Please bring enough clothes for the 9 days, as laundry services are limited only for 
mothers with babies and toddlers. 

And, finally, prayerfully assimilate the following: 

"While preparing for the meeting each individual should closely and critically examine his own 
heart before God. If there have been unpleasant feelings, discord, or strife in families, it should 
be one of the first acts of preparation to confess these faults one to another and pray with and for 
one another. Humble yourselves before God, and make an earnest effort to empty the soul 
temple of all rubbish--all envyings, all jealousies, all suspicions, all faultfindings. 'Cleanse your 
hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double-minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: 
let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the 
sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.' 

"The Lord speaks; enter into your closet, and in silence commune with your own heart; listen to 
the voice of truth and conscience. Nothing will give such clear views of self as secret prayer. He 
who seeth in secret and knoweth all things will enlighten your understanding and answer your 
petitions. Plain, simple duties that must not be neglected will open before you. Make a covenant 
with God to yield yourselves and all your powers to His service. Do not carry this undone work 
to the camp meeting. If it is not done at home, your own soul will suffer, and others will be 
greatly injured by your coldness, your stupor, your spirituallethargy."--5T 163:2, 3. 

*For those with babies or young children who are on milk or special formulas, or who are still on 
baby food, please bring your own. These will not be provided here. 


