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Dear Brethren: 

SEMINAR '78---are you thinking about it? ... .looking forward to it? .... praying about it? Will you 
make it? 

From many avenues come many challenge·s to our appetites and desires, our ambition!; and hopes, 
our time and attention, our strength and our means. Unless the work of grace in our live$ has de
veloped in us an informed intelligence and a disciplined conscience to be selective and to establish pri
orities in embracing these challenges, we '11 never find ourselves spiritually alert and preferential to 
the challenges of God, and with the will to meet them. We'll fail inputting first things first..,.-fail in 
choosing the good and refusing the eviL 

Every Bashan Davidian should put the top premium upon attending the Seminar; Every spiritually 
wide-awake one among us will thus keep his priorities straight, letting no personal preferences or 
avoidable circumstances prevent his being present when the roll is called, True, the Seminar will not 
have the reach, the grasp, and the pull---the mandatoriness--of "the solemn assembly." For certain, 
though, it will be A solemn assembly---as solemn and edifying as it can be at this point in the way. 

Now that you have settled your minds that the Seminar must top your priorities for '78, you will 
want to know the time for which to make application, if you neeed to do so, for your vacation. The 
meetings will start on Friday night, July 7, and conclude on Sunday night, July 16. So you'll need 
the two weeks from July 4 or 5 or 6 to July 18 or 19 or 20, depending upon how far!l,way you are 
from Bashan. 

As we will need help a week ahead of time in putting up the tents and getting them furnished, we 
hope that two or three brethren and as many sisters will be able to reach here by Friday, June 30, or 
no later than Monday, July 3. 

Finally, may God lay upon you the burden and give you the grace to weary not in praying daily that 
He may control in all the planning and executing for the Seminar, and that He may enable all to be 
present whom He would have to attend the meetings. 

Now that Brother and Sister Anderson from New York have joined us in the work here at Bashan, we 
are moving toward getting the printing started at last. So we bespeak your patience a little longer--
another three to four months, when, it is our strong hope, we'll finally have a suprise for you. So 
please pray earnestly that the Lord will enable us not to disappoint your hope. 

A third and most important concern on the subject of fervent prayer, day in and day out, is our 
sanctification, concerning which Inspiration declares: 



~ 
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"Sapctification-··how many un(ierstand its full meaning? The mind is befogged by sensual malaria. 
Th~ thoughts n"ed purifying. What might not men and women have been had they realized that the 
treatment of the body has everything to do with the vigor and purity of mind and heart. 

"J11e true Christian obtains aa experience which bringsholines~. He is without a spot of guilt upon the 
consc;ience, or a taint of corruption upon the soul. The spirituality of the law of God, with its limiting 
principles, is brought into his life. The light of truth irridates his understanding. A glow of perfect 
love for the Redeemer clears away the miasma which has interposed between his soul and God. TI1e 
will of God has become his will, pure, elevated, refined, and sanctlfied. His countenance reveals the 
light of heaven. His body is a fit temple for the Holy Spirit. Holiness adorns his character. God can 
commune with him; for soul and body are in harmony with God."···E.G.W., 7 A Bible Commentary, 
page 353. 

"The. sanctification of the soul is ac~ompUshed through steadfastly beholding him [Christ] by faith as 
the only~begoHen. ~on of God, fun· of grace and truth. The power of truth is t9 transform heart and 
charaCter. It~ effect is not like a dash of color here and there upon the canvas; the whole character is 
to be transformed, the image of Christ is to be revealed in words and actions. A new nature is im· 
pa,rted. Man is renewed after the image of Christ in righteousness and true holiness .... The grace of 

. Christ i~ es~ential every day, ev11ry hour. Unless jt is with us continually, the inconsistencies of the 
natural heart will appear and the life will present a divided service. The ch;uacter is to be full of grace 
and truth. Whenever the religion of Christ works, it will brighten and sweeten every detail of life with 
more than an earthly joy and a higher than earthly peace." -Id,, p. 341. 

"Tme sanctification will be evidenced by a conscientious regard for all the commandments of God, by 
a ca(eful improvement ofevery talep.t, by a circumspect conversation, by reve;Uingin every act the 

· meekness ofChrist."--Id., p, 352. · 

11 Justifjcation means the saving of a soul from perdition, that he may obtain sanctification, and 
through Siffictification; the life of h~aven. Justification means that the conscience, purged from q~ad 
works,i$ placed where it can receivy the blessings of sanctification."-Id., p. 352. 

"There is no Bible sanctificat~on for those who cast part of the truth behind them .... "--Id., p. 391. 
,,-•<;:<.~j. .~. ~., 

"Retained justificati()n11 is our only salvation. And progressive ~anctification is the only evid()nce of 
reWned jJJstification. When there is a sanctification "dim out", there is a consequent justification 
"blackout". Any kind of a sanctification 11 short" is a result of our denying God in some way, and in 
turn results in further denying Him in some way, These sanctification "shorts" and justification 
"outages", cyclical causes and effects of our denying Christ, of our not abiding in Him and He in us, 
are deadly dangerous. And legion are the ways in which we can deny Him. Declares Inspiration: 

~'He who would confess Christ, must have Christ abiding in Him. He cannot communciate that which 
He has not· received. The disciples might speak fluently on doctrines, they might repeat the words of 
Christ Himeslf·; but unless they possess Christlike ri1eekness and love, they were not confes~ing Him. A 
spirit contranr to the spirit of Christ would deny Him, whatever the profession. Men may deny Christ 
by evil-speaking, by foolish talking, by words that are untruthful or unkind. They may deny Him by 
shunning life's bun;lens, by the pursuit of sinful pleasure. They may deny Him by conforming to the 
world, by uncowteous behaviour, by the love of their own opinions, by justifying self, by cherishing 
doubt, borrowing trouble and dwelling in darkness. In all these ways [an<! many more] they declare 
·that Christ is Qot in them and ' whosoever $hall deny Me before men,' He says, 'him will I also deny 
before my Father which is inheaven."'--Desire of Ages, Pr 357:2. 
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Our only sanctification, borne out by a great cloud of witnesses, is in the indwelling of th~ Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, begetting the truth, the life of Christ, iri us, thus enabling us to will and to 
do ofHis good pleasure. 

11 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which· doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that Is 
set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." Hebrews 12:1,2. 

Sincerely yours "to be sober minded: in all things showing 
thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing un-
corruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that cannot 
be condemned"; adorning "the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things" (Titus 2:6, 7, 8, 10), 

MJB-jeb 

* ~ * * * * * 

WHEN SANKEY SANG THE SHEPHERD SONG 

Children, did you ever hear of Moody and Sankey? Dwight L. Moody was a man whom God had 
given wonderful power and ability to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Ira D. Sankey was another 
man to whom God had given a wonderful power to sing the same Gospel. For years these two meri 
worked together)Moody preaching and Sankey singing. In the year 1876, Mr. Sankey was travelling 
by steamboat up the Delaware River. It was a calm, starlit evening and there weremany passangers 
gathered on the deck. Mr. Sankey was· asked to sing, and, as always, he was perfectly willing to do 
so. He stood there leaning against one of the the treat funnels of the boat and his eyes were raised to 
the starry heavens in quiet prayer. It was his intention to sing a Christmas song but somehow he was 
driven to sing the "Shepherd Song." 

"Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, 
Much we need Thy tenderest care; 

In Thy pleasant pasture feed us; 
For our use Thy fold prepare: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast brought us, Thine we are. 

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us. 
Be the Guardian of our way; 

Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us;. 
Seek us when we go astray: 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
Hear, oh, hear us when we pray. 

Thou hast promised to receive us. 
Poor and sinful though we be; 

Thou hast· mercy to relieve us;. 
Grace to cleanse and power to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
We will early turn to Thee. 
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Early let us seek Thy favor, 
Early let us do Thy will: 

Blessed Lord and only Saviour, 
With Thy love our bosom~ flll: 

· Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus; 
Thou hast loved us, love us still." 

Theni was a. deep stilllless. Words and melody, welling forth from the singeJ;'s soul. floated oq.t over 
deck artd the quiet river. Every heart was touched,. After th<;l song was ended a man with a rough, 
weather-beaten face came up to Mr. Sankey and said, "Did you ever serve in the Union Army?" 
"Yes," answered Mr. Sankey, "in the spring of 1860." 11Can you remember if you were doing picket 
duty on a bright moonlight night in 1862?" "Yes," ru:asweredMr. Sankey, very much surprised. 

II So do I, II said the stranger, "but I was serving in the Confederate Army. When I saw you stru:ading at 
your post, I thought to myself: That fellow will never get away from here alive. I raised my musket 
and took aim. I was standing in the shadow completely concealed while the full light of the moon was 
falling on you. At that instant, just as a moment ago, you raised your eyes to heaven and began to 
sing. Music, especially song, has always had a wonderful power over me, and I took my flnger off · 
the trigger. 

"Let him sing his song to the end, " I said to myself, "I can shoot him afterwards. He's my victim . 
at all events, and my bullet cannot miss him. But the song you sang then was the song you sang just 
now. I heard the words perfectly: 

'"We are Thine; do Thou befriend us, 
Be the Guardian of our way.' 

"Those words stirred up many memories in my heart. I began to think of my childhood and my God
fearing mother. She had many, many times sung that song to me. But she died all too soon, otherwise 
much in my life would no doubt have been different. 

"When you had fmished your song, it was impossible for me to take aim at you again. I thought: . 'The 
Lord who is able to save that man from certain death must surely be great and mighty'--and my arm of 
its own accord dropped limp at my side, 

"Since that time I have wandered about far and wide; but when I just now saw you standing there 
praying just as on that occasion, I recognized you. Then my heart was wounded by your song; now I 
wish that you may help me fmd a cure for my sick soul." 

Deeply moved,. Mr, Sankey threw his arms about the man who in the days of the war had been his en
emy. And this Christmas night the two went together to the manger in Bethlehem. There the stranger 
found Him who was their common Saviour, the Good Shepherd, who seeks for the lost sheep until He 
fmds it. And when He has found it· He lays it on His shoulders, rejoicing. 

"He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust. Thou shalt not be afraid 
for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day." 

* * * * * * 

NOTICES 

Felowship Certificate Application: The Application blank for 1978 is now ready. If you are eligible 
to receive the Certificate, you should immediately send in to the Offlce for the Application. If you 
are outside the United States, Canada, and Mexico, you are to request the Application through your 
local leader. If you have no localledader, send directly to Bashan for an Application. 

Remember:. the month-end day of prayer and fasting--the last Sabbath of each month. 


