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So very long have we been prisoners in antitypical Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon, and consequently so very much 
have we become assimilated to their mores and ways, attitudes and practices, that it is exceedingly difficult for 
us to realize that we are nonetheless prisoners, and more the pitifully so because of our long-inbred, comfortable 
assimilation and unrealizing sense of it. 

As we have grown up against this background and in this soil of the world's ways and values and cultures, con
sequently the values and principles and laws and ways of the Kingdom of God are as unnatural and virtually alien 
to our mentalities as they became to the generations of our forefathers who went into captivity and were assim
ilated into the cultures of their captors, and who in t1me ceased to naturally and consciously realize (and, at all, 
only by historical record) that they were captives and prisoners, so deeply mtegrated into their transplanted 
soil, and thus so comfortably identified with it, had they become. 

In relatively comparable, long-time bondage and assimilation ourselves, we find the principles and shape and 
direction and work of restitution of the government of God in our midst too often strange, uncongenial, and 
counter to our inherited and cultivated and world-shaped natures (the earthly, carnal "ideas and theories, habits 
and practices") which we have not yet suffered "the washing of regeneration" to sluice out of us. 

Consequently, as God moves forward with the progressive establishing of theocratic structure of organization 
in our midst, more and more will be the conflict between Bashan's principles, requirements, and practices, 
and the spirit, the values, the attitudes, and the ways of Bashanites who fail to sanctify the truth in their hearts, 
fail to let the Lord be their fear and their dread, and thus fail to retain justification, because failing to achieve 
by the grace of Christ the discipline of the justified soul-walking "in the light as He is in the light." 1 Jn. 1:17. 

Truly walking in the light will effect vastly and radically needed changes in the inward life, which will automati
cally manifest themselves in the outward life. Transformation within will produce transformation without. 
A vital, transforming change of ideas and theories from the unregenerate to regenerate cannot fail of producing 
fruits in transformed habits and practices of thought, speech, and behaviour ..... an enlightened change not only in 
spirit, attitudes, and speech but likewise in diet, dress, study, prayer, worship, work, Sabbath-keeping, tithing 
and systematic benevolence, and in every other area of Christianity-the evidence of truth and grace at work in 
the inner man. 

"Christian principles will always be made visible. In a thousand ways the inward principles will be made 
manifest. Christ abiding in the soul is as a well that never runs dry."--Counsels on Stewardship, p. 27:3. 

" ... those who have the truth in the heart, and are sanctified through the truth, will act their assigned part. They 
will be faithful in the payment of tithes and offerings."--ld. 74:2. 

"The very same language is used concerning the Sabbath as in the law of the tithe .... 

"In like manner a tithe of our income IS 'holy unto the Lord."'-ld. 66:2, 3. 

The law of the tithe ..... like the law of time ..... a tenth of the one, a seventh of the other. Both to be held in
violate. Think upon it. 

"And what more appropriate time could be chosen for setting aside the tithe and presenting our offerings to 
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God? On the Sabbath we have thought upon His goodness. We have beheld His work in creation as an evi
dence of His power in redempt1on Our hearts are filled With thankfulness for His great love. And now, be
fore the toil of a week begins, we return to Him His own "-ld. 80:2. 

" ... He desires us to give regularly and systematically .. Let each regularly examine his income, which is all a bless
ing from God, and set apart the tithe as a separate fund, to be sacredly the Lord's. 

" ... Let God's portion be first set apart 

"We are not to consecrate to Him what remains of our income after all our real or imaginary wants are satisfied; 
but before any port•on is consumed, we should set apart that which God has specified as His "-ld. 81:0, 1, 2. 

"Many have long neglected to deal honestly w1th their Maker. Failing to tay aside the ttthe weekly, they have 
let it accumulate, until it amounts to a large sum .... "-ld. 96:2. 

" ... Prayer offered ever so often and ever so earnestly will never be accepted by God in the place of our tithe. 
Prayer will not pay our debts to God."--ld. 99:3 

" ... A neglect or postponement of this duty, will provoke the divine displeasure. If all professed Christians would 
faithfully bring their tithes to God, His treasury would be full."-ld. 67:2. 

" ... Until all shall carry out the plan of systematic benevolence, there will be a failure in coming up to the apos
tolic rule."--3 T 411:2. 

" ... The experience of apostolic days will come to us when we wholeheartedly accept God's principle of benevo
lence,-consent in all things to obey the leadings of His Holy Spirit."-7 T 146:3. 

" ... All things are ready, but the church is apparently upon the enchanted ground, When they shall arouse, and 
lay their prayers, their wealth, and all their energies and resources, at the feet of Jesus, the cause of truth will 
triumph." -4T 475:1. 

What the Holy Spirit indites in the preceding passages makes manifest the weighty truth that how we relate 
ourselves to tithing and systematic benevolence accurately measures, registers, and indexes whether or not we are 
truly in the love of the truth, the truth truly in the love of our hearts, and we truly in grace ..... or out of grace. If 
grace is working in us to bring us "up to apostolic rule", then not only will we return a scrupulously exact 
tithe, we will return a scrupulously regular and prompt tithe, made up each Sunday after pay day, and handed to 
the Company treasurer at the next meeting or at first opportunity before or after then, or, where there is no 
local treasurer, posted promptly to Bashan. To hold and accumulate the tithe is to violate the law of the tithe, 
and thus to bring upon oneself the curse of that law violated. 

As the tithe is God's property, not ours, God rules that it be remitted to him honestly, regularly, and promptly, 
to receive the blessing and avoid the curse. Carefully regarding this divine requirement will not only bring the 
ever rich blessings which attend prompt obedience to God's law, but will safeguard against the curse which will 
attend loss, in any way, of unnecessarily accumulated tithes. While God will not hold one responsible for the 
loss of t1thes prepared for prompt return to the storehouse, He will hold one responsible for any unnecessary 
accumulation, and doubly responsible for loss of such. 

These concerns are now become a test of fellowship. The Certificate of Fellowship will no longer be issued on 
the basis of grace beyond performance, but now solely upon the basis of performance by grace; only to those 
who "pay the price" of coming up to the apostolic rule of returning a faithful, regular, and prompt tithe to the 
storehouse. 
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Inevitably, this requirement will go against the grain and rankle the spirit where the Truth is only in the head, 
and not in the love of the heart. Every advanced step down the last demanding mile of the journey home will be 
a cross to the old man "to prove what manner of Spirit we are of." -Gospel Workers, p. 302:2. 

" ... In many cases God tests man with blessings, and if unfaithfulness is manifested in rendering to Him tithes and 
offerings, His blessing is withdrawn."-4 T 484:2. 

" ... God will bring you over the ground again and again, until with humble heart and subdued mind you bear the 
test that he inflicts, and are wholly sanctified to his service and work. Then you may win immortal life."-ld. 
214:1. 

As "the Lord did for the children of Israel. .. He has done with His people in all ages. He will prove them where 
they have formerly failed; He will try them, and if they fail under the trial the second time, He will bring them 
around to the same test again."-5 T 623:1. 

" ... 1 was shown that there are but few who have the truth wrought into their very souls, who can bear the search· 
ing test of God. There are many who have taken hold of the truth, but the truth has not taken hold of them, 
to transform their hearts and cleanse them from all selfishness .... " -4 T 194:1. 

" ... Something will arise to test everyone. The great sifting time is just before us." -1 T 251:1. 

" ... All who would be sons and daughters of God must prove themselves co-workers with God and Christ and the 
heavenly angels. This is the test for every soul. Of those who faithfully serve Him the Lord says, They shall 
be Mine ... in that day when I make up My Jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that 
serveth him.' Mal. 3:17. 

"God's great object in the working out of His providences is to try men, to give them opportunity to develop 
character. Thus He proves whether they are obedient or disobedient to His commands. Good works do not 
purchase the love of God, but they reveal that we possess that love. If we surrender the will to God, we shall 
not work in order to earn God's love .... " -Christ Object Lessons, p. 283:1, 2. 

"Many ask the Lord to humble them, but are unwilling to submit to the needful discipline. When the test 
comes, when trials or even annoyances occur, the heart rebels, and the tongue utters words that are like poi
soned arrows or blasting hail."-5 T 176:1. 

God is testing us to prove us-whether or not we'll pay the price of discipleship-eager, joyful, faithful obedi
ence. 

From the tenor of response so far to Bulletin No. 4, the July-scheduled session is increasingly less assured. It 
looks very doubtful that we are yet to the place where we are ready for the kind of meetings indicated in the 
Bulletin. A May-end Bulletin will carry the final decision which the quality of response will determine. No 
response can be considered, no reservation made or confirmed, after May 25. 
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Let all prayerfully assimilate: 

Criticising Burden-Bearers 

"The church is suffering for want of unselfish Christian workers. If all who are, as a rule, unable to resist temp
tation, and are too weak to stand alone, would remain away from -·-------there would be a much purer 
spiritual atmosphere in that place. Those who live upon the husks of other's failings and deficiencies, and who 
gather to themselves the unwholesome miasma of their neighbor's neglects and shortcomings, making themselves 
church scavengers, are no advantage to the society of which they form a part, but are an actual burden to the 
community upon which they inflict themselves."-4 T 193, 194. 

Fearful Questioner: "Brother Bingham, do you realize your pulling in on the reins is endangering the Associa
tion's financial support and hence its survival?" 

Brother Bingham: "If that is the extent to which God is in the work, then the sooner it happens, the better. 

"If God is holding the reins, then He, not Brother B, is doing the reigning." 

So whichever it is, the pulling in will be our salvation. 

" ... A storm is arising that will wrer.ch and test the spiritual foundation of every ·me to the utmost. Therefore 
avoid the sand-bed; hunt for the rock. Dig deep; lay your foundation sure. Build, oh, build for eternity! Build 
with tears, with heart-felt prayers ... Calebs are the men most needed in these last days .... 

"'He that is not for me.' said Christ, 'is against me.' It is whole-hearted, thoroughly decided men and women 
who will stand now. Christ sifted his followers again and again, until, at one time, there remained only eleven 
and a few faithful women, to lay the foundation of the Christian church. There are those who will stand back 
when burdens are to be borne, but when the church is all aglow, they catch the enthusiasm, sing and shout, and 
become rapturous; but watch them. When the fervor is gone, only a few faithful Calebs will come to the front 
and display unwavering principle ... It is when the work moves hard that the churches develop the true helpers. 
These will not be talking of self, vindicating self, but will lose their identity in Jesus Christ. All pride must 
perish, all jealousy be overcome ... "--5 T 130:1. 

"What we need now is Calebs, men who are faithful and true. Indolence marks the lives of too many at the 
present day. They turn their shoulders from the wheel just when they should persevere and bring all their 
powers into active exercise."-ld. 134:4. 

"Oh, that all who believe present truth would be warned to seek the Lord. The thoughts of God's infinite mer
cy and of his matchless love, should influence all to imitate his example. But this is not the case. Some of our 
sisters indulge too freely in a love for dress and display; they do not dress at all in harmony with our holy 
faith ... "-ld. 130: 2. 

"Self-denial and the cross are our portion. Will we accept it? None of us need expect that when the last great 
trials come upon us a self-sacrificing, patriotic spirit will be developed in a moment because needed. No, indeed. 
This spirit must be blended with our daily experience, and infused into the minds and hearts of our children, 
both by precept and example. Mothers in Israel may not be warriors themselves, but they may raise up warriors 
who shall gird on the whole armor and fight manfully the battles of the Lord."-ld. 135. 
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