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TO DO OR NOT TO DO? 

.~f 

' 
Since the fatefu l day in the Garden of God when our f irst parents made their tragic decision to do or not to do, 
the question has pursued, plagued, and challenged man at every step of his jeoparded journey through life. And 
only as his conscience, his inner ear, has been atuned to the voice of God, has he known whether to do or not 
to do, and only thus have his decisions been for weal and. not for woe" 

It is now (as these lines are being written) but a scant three weeks before the final decision has to be made 
concerning the projected July 7- 16 Session; 'as to·whether.the response from you is a dictate to persist or to 
desist. 

As that decision comes n.ow (May 7) under contemplation, the picture of reactions to it comes clearly into focus. 
Should the decision have to be No, it will be accepted in peaceful and peaceable resignation by the soul at peace 
with God. Disappointment--yes, but not perturbed and belligerent disappointment. Should it be yes, it will be 
with great rejoicing and thanks to God and .. .. with prayer ful preparation. · 

Unhappily, though, to any ·who are not thus in submission to the Lord, it will not be acceptable and will be 
received outwardly with critical disapproval (even though inwardly it may well be with relief) if it be No, and 
with outward approval (though it may indeed be with inward pain) if it be Yes. If the final collective response 
fa ils, as with the in itial response, to reveal the reactions which necessarily must prevail to justify Bashan's pro
ceeding with the meetings as planned,· then the f inal decision must, regrettably, be -No. If the response is man
ifestly inspired by the Holy Spirit , then, happily, YES. 

The congenial and easy decision for Bashan to make will, of course, be Yes; the uncongenial and the very, very 
hard decision, NO. 

Now we await self-judgment day and the f inal decision your responses dictate. 

RESPONSES TO DAT E 
(May 18, 1978) 

RESPONSE: Bulletin No.4 was like Moses angrily striking the Rock. 

REPLY: "Who are thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, 
he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand," Rom. 14:4. 

RESPONSE: I am doing my best to be prepared for the Seminaro I can truly say that your letter [Bulletin No. 
4] was a strong rebuke. But it 'is goo'd for us, and my mind goes back to when Paul had to do the same thing 
in his day. I cannot speak for anyone but myself, but with the help of our Lord I am trying. While the Carin~ 
thians were stirred over the letter to them, it was good because it got them working, which is what I'm trying to 
do. 

REPLY: Trying ... .. endurl ng ..... a.good ex~mple. 

RESPONSE: I . spoke w ith Elder cor~cern'i ng the much needed Bulletin. I am thankful for it. It is causing me to 
take a long look at myself. 
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REPLY: This is the critical need of all of us. Yet still greater is the need to take an even longer and undeflected 
look at Jesus. The two together will drop us to our knees as ever grateful penitents before the throne of grace. 

RESPONSE (which may very well reflect the mind of many): Why are you doing all these things [by which 
evidently is meant all that is set forth in Bulletins Nos. 4 & 5 (and certainly the present one, No. 6, would be 
included) and in the Letter to Parents]? They seem like mockery and child's play, and carrying matters too 
far. 

REPLY: If so, then certain it is that God does not have the reigns in His hands at Bashan; that He is not direct
ing at all concerning the meetings; and that therefore, in the interests of all concerned, they be canceled" 

The very spirit and attitude reflected in the above Response is one reason for "ali these things" and for "carrying 
matters" thus far. 

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts!' lsa" 
55:8, 9. 

"Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right." Prov. 20:11. 

"Every man shall kiss his lips that giveth a right answer." Prov. 24:26. 

"The heart of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his lips.'' Prov. 16:23. 

"Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that thou mayrest be wise in thy Iauer end." Prov. 19;20. 

"The ear that heareth the reproof of life abidreth among the wise." Prov. 15:31. 

"Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured." 
Prov. 13:18. 

"A scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not: but knowledge is easy unto him that understandeth." Prov. 
14:6. 

Again: "Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass? orloweth the ox over his fodder?'' Job. 6:5. 

RESPONSE: I received and read Bashan Bulletin No.4, and it upset me .... l am just a little frightened. I am 
not sure I am good enough to attend. 

REPLY: None of us, let us face it, is "good enough" to attend or to do anything else to merit the l,ord's 
acceptance, save through "full assurance of faith" in the vicarious righteousness of Christ which God imputes to 
us. Come in that faith, and God will have a blessing for you. 

The Lord is beckoning "come ahead" to all of you who do not only merely think but who also positively know 
for a surety that you "are not good enough." For you, He has the name (sons and daughters of God), the 
clothing (the spotless robes of Christ righteousness), and the prestige (that of elect servants of God) you need 
to make you "good enough." 

For any, though, who proudly feel that they are as good and as worthy as Sister Sinful and Brother Bad, and 
that therefore if Sister Sinful and Brother Bad are accounted "good enough" to come, then they, themselves
Sister Not-so-Sinful and Brother Not-So-Bad~are surely "good enough", too, Bashan is sorry that the occasion 
is not for them, who are thus "measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among them
selves." 2 Cor. 10:12. 
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"The Word of God declares, 'All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God' (Rom" 3:23)o 'There is none 
that doeth good, no, not one' (Rom. 3:12). Many are deceived concerning the condition of their hearts. They 
do not realize that the natural heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. They wrap themselves 
about with their own righteousness, and are satisfied in reaching their own human standard of character."-
1 SM 320:1. 

"We may measure ourselves by ourselves, we may compare ourselves among ourselves, we may say we do as 
well as this one or that one, but the question to which the Judgment will call for an answer is, Do we meet the 
claims of high heaven? Do we reach the divine standard? Are our hearts in harmony with the God of heaven?"
ld., 321:1. 

"I saw that many measure themselves among themselves, and compare their lives with the lives of others, This 
should not be. No one but Christ is given us as an example, He is our true Pattern, and each should strive to 
excel in imitating Him."-1 T 126:1. 

ADDITIONAL RESPONSE: Another thing that upset me was what was written about "Jonathan Son of Saul." 
I know that Saul wanted to kill, not only David, but Jonathan too. What was he to do, go against his own 
father-the King? I don't understand the meaning-''because he never got around to coming out of the old 
order." Is he eternally lost? 

REPLY: Most assuredly he had the privilege and the chance to go with God's anointed, David. ("Time and 
chance happeneth unto them all." Eccl. 9: 11.) 

He would not have had to harm his father any more than David did. But for reasons best known to God, he 
chose to stay with Saul to the bitter mortal end, instead of going with David. 

Saved or lost? 

Who knows but God? 

But all that is said of Jonathan seems to justify the belief that though he lost his life, he did not lose his soul. 
How we hope so. Great, though, is the soul-peril in staying with the old when God is ushering in the new. 

Need For Prayerful Thought And Caution 

We would be remiss to duty not to make clear that to invite to the meetings (which may be a pretty "rough 
ride" for "the old man," even for Davidians, let alone non-Davidians) relatives and friends who do not well 
understand the message and the reasons for Davidial"\ ,beliefs and practices, is to risk doing them more harm than 
good. So much prayerful thought and caution should be exercised in this direction. 

The total cost for food during the ten days will be $39.50 and $20.00 for children under 12. For all second 
tithers, the Association will provide, without charge, living quarters, including water and lights. For those who 
are not second tithers, the charge for accommodations will be $20.00. At the low cost (the lowest possible) 
set for food, there can be no family rates. But there will be family rates for those occupying the tents. You may 
get that information by writing the Office. 
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VERDICT 

The number and nature of responses to Bulletin No. 4 definitely speak to the advisability of not having a Sem
inar as originally planned. They give inescapable evidence that "a revival of true godliness among us is the 
greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort 
to obtain the blessing of the Lord, not because God is not ling to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we 
are unprepared to receive Our heavenly Father is. more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them that ask Him, 
than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by confession, humiliation, 
repentance, and earnest prayers, to fulfill the conditions upon which God has promised to grant us His blessing. 

"A revival need be expected in answer to prayer. While the people are so destitute of God's Holy Spirit, 
they cannot appreciate preaching of the word; but when the Spirit's power touches their hearts, then the 
discourses given not be without effect. Guided by the teachings of God's Word, with the manifestation of 

Spirit, in the exercise sound discretion, those who attend our meetings will gain a precious experience, 
and returning home I be prepared to exert a healthful influence."-COR '146 :l 

"To seek this should be our first work." 

In obedience, therefore, nthisu we shall do, as 
and earnest prayer:' 

So to each who means business, 
whatever He has for you. Fervent prayer and 

God leads us in "confession, humiliation, repentance, 

says, Come" -come with the Lord in your heart, ready to accept 
between now and then will bring H with you" 

"Here is a work for families to engage in berfore corning up to our convocations. Let the preparation for 
eating and dressing be a secondary let deep heart searching commence at home. Pray three times 
a day, and, like Jacob, be importunate. At home is the to find Jesus; take Him with you to the meet
ing, and how precious will be hours you spend there. But how can you expect to feel the presence of the 
Lord and see His power displayed when the individual work of preparation for that time is neglected? 

"For your soul's sake, for Christ's sake, and the sake of others, work at home. Pray as you are not accus
tomed to pray, Let the heart break before God. Set your house in order, Prepare your children for the occa
sion. Teach them that it is not of so much consequence that they appear fine clothes as that they appear 

'·· 
before God with clean hands and pure hearts. Remove every obstacle that may have been in their way,-all 
differences that may have existed among themselves or between you and them" By so doing you will invite the 
Lord's presence into your homes, and holy angels i attend you as you go up to the meetings, and their light 
and presence press back the darkness evil angels, Even unbelievers will feel the holy atmosphere as they 
enter the encampment. Oh, how much is lost neglecting this important work! You may be pleased with the 
preaching, you may become animated and revived, but the converting, reforming power of God will not be felt 
in the heart, and the work will not be so deep, thorough, and lasting as it should be" Let pride be crucified and 
the soul be dad with the price!ess of Christ's righteousness, and what a meeting will you enjoy. It will be to 
your soul even as the gate of heaven""-5T 164, 165. 



Confirmation-Resentation Slip 

Yes, I am purposed by the grace of God to be at Bashan, July 7- 16, for whatever it is to be, and do pledge my 
cooperation whatever program is outlined for us at that time, 

..... --- "=-~-'--=~..=.~~ 
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