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Th® ~ubb~~· ~~rjd and thO) Chwi~~~~n 

How is a rubber band like a Christian? In ordor to make l'my w® must first ccms!der some 
but pertinent facts the common rubber band: 

(1) A rubber b3nd cornes In rmmy sizes and 
(2) it lies and useless unless 
(3) unless It stretches to its needed 

it then becomes usefuL 

A Christian comes in many shapes, and nf the physiognomy, but 
lly of the spiritual, mental, and cultural aspect. Some reach to thfS fullest stretch of Christian living 
and attainment because, like the rubber they am submissive in the hands o1 their Owner, and are willing to 
be stretched as much as necessary, little or even to their fullest The moment thtr~y are convinced 
of a Bible truth or of l.'!lny right principle, that moment 5tretch lo and even though it takas 
some stretching to pull, as it were, 
submit their lives daily to their Lcm:l and 
figure, they bear much fruit 

"All true followers of Chris~ wm bear fruit to His Their llves thElt a Wf)rl< has been wrought in 
them by the Spirit of God, and their fruit is unto holiness. ThfJir lhte5 are elevated and pure. ~ctl~;mlj ar~ thiB 
u11'8mlstahblf) flll.lif @f ~ru® godUmss~I>, and those who be~r no fruit of this k!ntl rav®al that they have no experience 
in the things of God."-Counse!s to p. 329:1. 

These Christians !earn that "it Is the very eselfmc~ ot :;r;li faith ttJ do tl1!:l 
(Testimonies, vol. 6, p. and that "taste and tad do much to attra<;t" p. 
need requires. 

They maintain a close 

(2) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) husbands and wives 
ment and unity in the 

with God and are camfu! abotf!w"' 

(7) keeping the family unit togethsr 
meals together as far as 
together, and 

time" 
stretch as the 

and saif-

in 

agree-

In such homes, to dweli ~nd children find <!ind contentment and are not led to go 
elsewhere in search of !hese. 
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These Christians are as durable rubber bands. and 
not resist and bemoan the stress and strain under which 

Another class of are content to llve in thl'j 
worldliness. do not see tile need of vvhat know !o be 
their worldly ideas of argue that a little bit this or a little bit of that won't hurt 
Like an unused rubber band. thev lit'i limo and useless. 
careless-

(1) not being at to be and 
(2) not returning to the Lord His own !n liH1es and but when their 

consciences theoTl to do 3o; 
not keeping the Sabbath ho!v. bul. 

concerned about 
make to church on Sabbath 

not the altar and because o·1 !:he excuse that 
and children all have diffemnt schedules, and that therefore It would be hard to get 
some out of bed on iime to ~hemse!ves that as 
long as they have Friday in some way for not 
having daily periods; 

(5) not taking time for prayer, Bible study and self-examination dailv. belna much too 

(6) 

busy working, cooking, cleaning, 
books, and to the thus but scraps of time 

both hav
themselves that the little 
to take care of them. and 

(7) not having time to maintain proper between husbiUld and wife, both be· 
ing busily their 
own houn~ of _ _ 
thus making for constant friction In tr1e 

(8) not time to the unit to EHEi! 

or even to share in social or recreation!c'll SJG!ivities 
at dlHerent times. 

They do 

and 

These Christians are like hardened, shetchless rubber bands, no to their owners. Busily occupied! follow-
their own ways, they have no to stretch for the Lord. Their 1aith is so fragile that under the slightest 

stress they will break These souls fold up ~nd succ:umb to discoumgements and grow colder and 
colder, until at last the trag!c result is tota! seoa.ration from Christ and His 

The True Witness solemnly counsels: 

1. "The Lord has made us His stewards. He has placed His means in our h©lnds for faithful distribution. He asks 
us to render to Him His own. He i1as reserved ~he m~1e as His sacred to be used in sending the gospel to 
all parts of the world. My brethren and sisters, confess and forsake your to the Lord your 
gifts and offerings. Bring Him also the tithe that you hiilV<"~ withheld. Corna your neglect Prove the 
Lord, as he has invited you to do. 'I will rebuke the devourer for your and he stle:ll not destroy the fruits of 
your ground; neither shail your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, salth the Lord of hosts: Ms.!. 
3:11."~-Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 51. 

"Read carefully the third chapter of Malacl1i &nd see what God says about the tithe. If our churches will taka 
their stand upon the Lord's i],lld be faithful in their tithe into His mora laborers will be en-
couraged to take up ministerial work. More men would themselves to th® ministry were they not told of the 

/ 
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depleted treasury. There should be an abundant in the Lord's 
hearts and hands had not withheld the tithes, or made use of them to 

and there would be if sBifish 
other lines of work. 

"God's reserved resources are to be used in no such way. The tithe is the Lord's 
that we it into "the storehouse," not put it in our pockets, our bank accounts, or even His 
who meddle with it will be punished with the loss of their treasure unless repent."--id., pp. 
250. 

2. "You must have higher views of God's claims upon you in to His that can 
be done on the six days which God has given to you, should be done. You should not rob God of one hour of 
time. Great blessings are promised to those who place a 
tlons resting upon them in regard to its observance."- voL 2, p. 702. 

"The Sabbath has not been kept By some the work of six days has been carried into tile seventh. One and 
even more, has often been taken from the commencement and close of the Sabbath!'-· vol. 1, p. 
150:1. 

"We should jeaiously guard the 
-Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 356:1. 

of the Sabbath. Remember that every moment is time." 

"The education and training of their children to be Christians is the highest servlcf'J that can ren<1er to 
God. it is a work that demands patient labor, a lifelong diligent and persevering effort By a neglect of this trust 
we prove ourselves unfaithful stewards. No excuse for such neglect wil! be accepted God."-·Chri~St's Object 
Lessons, p. 195:2. 

"The angels look with intense interest upon every family, to see how the children are treated parents, 
or friends, What strange witness in a whore father and rnother ar·e at variance! 

The tones of the voice of father and their their w~Jrds~-all maka it rnan!fest that they are not 
united in the of their children. The father casts reflections upon 'lhf\ mother f.li'ld leads the children 
to hold in disrespect the mother's tenderness and affection for the mt!e ones. The mother thinks she is com~ 
pell£ld to give affection to the children, to gratify and because she thinks the father is harsh 
and impatient and she must work to counteract the influence of his "-Adventist p. 315:2. 

children ara not honoring their and l!ah!enina their 
'Honor thy father and mother' is a 

who treat their parents with disrespect, and their not dishonor them, but break th~ law of 
God. The earlier the will is made to yield to the will of the parents, and the more complete the submisl:'!ion the 
less difficult it will be to yield to the requirements of God. And none can hope for the love and biassing of God 
who do not learn obedience to His commandments, and stand up Hrmly against tempt<lltion."--Scms and Daugh~ 
tens of God, p. 130:3. 

"Make the life of your children pleasant, and at the same time teach them to be obedient and helpful, bearing 
small burdens as you bear larger ones. Educate them to habits of industry, so that the enemy will not make a 
workshop of their minds. Give your children something to think of, something to do, that they may be fitted for 
usefulness in this life and in the future !ife."-Child Guidam:;e, p. 120. 

6. "Husband and wife are to be closely united in their work in the home schooL They are to !Je very tender and 
very guarded in their speech, lest they open a door of temptation through which Satan will enter to obtain 
after victory. They are to be kind and courteous to each other, acting in such a way that can respect one 
another. Each is to help the other to bring into !he home a pleasant, 1Nholesome atmosphere. should not 
differ in the presence of their children. Christian dignity is ever to be preserved."-ld., p. 24:2. 

"The family firm is a social society, in which each member is to act a the other. The 
of the household is move smoothly, like the different oarts of 

"Every member of the should realize that a rests upon him to do his in add~ 
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to the order, and of the another. Ail should 
engage in the good work of 
lienee; speak in low, calm tones, 
mother, ... 

would exercise 
confusion and each doino his utmost to 

"Each member of the should understand trH> he is expected to act in union with the others. 
from the child six years old and uoward. should understand that it is n:1au!red of them to bear their share of life's 
burden." --Adventist Home, pp. 1 

7. "'No Tim~.'·--'1\lo time,' says the '! have no time to of my no time for 
social and domestic 'Than you should not have taken upon the of a 
By withholding from them the time which is justly you rob them of the education which they should have 
at your hands. If you have you have a. work to in union with the mother, in the formation of their 
characters. 

"lt is the cry of many mothers: 'I have no time to be with my children 'Then for Christ's sake 
your dress. Neglect if you will to adorn your appareL to receive and make caBs. 
endless variety of dishes. But never, never your children. What is the chaff to the 
terpose between you and the best interests o1 your children. 

less time on 
to cook an 

let nothlna in· 

"Burdened with many cares, mothers sometimes feel that cannot take t.ime patiently to instruct their little 
ones and them love and should remember that if the children do not find in their parents 
and in their home that which will desire fm and companionship, thev will look to other 
sources, where both mind and character may be 

"Give some of your leisure hours to your associate with J:hem in ti1eir work and in their and win 
their confidence. Cultivate 

"Let parents devote the evenings to their 
pp. 191, 

off care and perplexity with the labors of the day. 

Time and chance to correct mista.l,es and start anew stili 
the victory. 

Tigi1tfjnli"ig the 

According to your faith be it unto you. Faith is 

Before you .read further, here carefully reread Ezekiel 4:1-3. 

What God has thus commanded of His Ezekiels, His watchmen, they are out siege against 
city, Bashan vanguard has built a fort it, cast a mount it, set the camp also against it, and set 
battering rams also against it round about for "a sian to the house of Israel." 

Latest developments on the siege at the Cassville sector of "the city": The Cassville Laodiceans have taken the 
step to lock out all Bashan Davidians. They have so hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks to every 
remonstrance and appeal to reason that have sunk !n the of hate to such a depth that this Sab· 
bath they could venemously contemn De.vldians as and even two Spirit of Proohecv statements oro 

as "trash." 

What triggered this latest outburst of hate and contempt, primarily the assistant Sabbath·School superin· 
tendent who is the chief Rod hater and baiter among the local hardliners, was the shock of seeing us seated and 
studying our Bibles when she entered the church. After a half hour or so of angry bewilderment and 
she became so indisposed that she had to return home. The looks and words of the rest of the hardcore op· 
posers were only different in degree. 

Having previously installed double locks on the locked tight ail the windows, and inspected ali of them 
Friday they had made the boast that that would be the end of the Davidian nuisance in the Sabbath-
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School classes. Just before insta!!ing the locks, they had their 
at church and found us having gained entrance. So afterwards 

disturbed when arrived 

would never get in again. Consequently, on Sabbath, 
they found the doors open and all of us seated and 

put on the new locks to make sure tha.t we 
it was to their utter astonishment and anger, that 
The next day we wrote them the followin!:l letter: 

May 17. 1981 

To The Cassville S.D.A. Church Membership 

Dear Brethren: 

God has ways undreamed of by puny mortals for His children to witness to His unfailing ability lo 
His wilL He can do so not only by mysteriously doors and thern out ot their c:al!s but also 
by opening church doors and letting them in to worship. Anytime He wants His witnesses inside, nothing can 
keep them outside. There isn't a lock ln the world that angel-keys cannot unlock: not a door that 
cannot open. 

This great lesson He designs that those on the outside as we!l as those on the inside leam well, and never 
forget We earnestly hope and pray that you brethren will beneve this, act accordingly by no longer seeking to 
debar Davidians from worshipping inside; not Pharaoh"llk:.e further hardening your hearts and grieving away the 
Holy Spirit. 

Though we are committed to witness from time to time In other of the area. churches, next Sabbath we will not 
deprive you of the opportunity to welcome us with open doors and open arms in the love of Christ 

Sincerely your brethren 
in Christian love, 

Amml end Fh.iham§Jlh 

Beside themselves with the anger of humiliatc.~d 
us out. But whenever the Lord says for us to 
enablings. 

now will resort to further Pharaoh-! ike efforts to 
He will open the doors for us to do so, for His biddinas are 

Mercifully, in divine love, the Lord is maldng the "a to the hou:;;€! of Israel." With thsir blinded eyes, 
though, they cannot see it But the sign must continue until the siege is lifted, and that will be only whan t11e bat
"terlng rams have finished their work of battering down the walls of laodlcean prejudh:::e, hatred and op" 
position, and the earth has opened its mouth and swa!!owed up the rubble. The gospel kills if it does not save. 

But thank God that though the city Is full of reject<:.wnenta, it also stili has among its numbers most of the 
144,000. !tis for their sake that the siege must continue a.nd be In every sector oi' the city. For them It is 
salvation and deliverance. For the haters, it is perdition and extermination. "This [the siege] shal! be a rsliJ~ to 
the house of IsraeL" 

"Rejoice, ye pure in 
give thanks and sing; .... 

Rejoice, rejoice, 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing"! 

Th® Elevflmth"holl.lr M~sl!i®ng®r Now Rld®t!! in Jl!lm~ica 

Evan though not half enough donations came in to secure the motorbike for Brother McFarlane to ride the roads 
of .Jamaica to get the truth to the Natlumiels among the. thm.!sands of Advantists there, God Ill member 
of the Association to land the Jamaica brethren without interest a thousand dollars from his hard-aamed sav" 
ings. That, along with the 700 odd dollars that had come in from the field, enabled them to gat ¥il Suzuki 250 from 
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an individual (one who believes the Rod but is not with tor 2,300 ,Jamaica dollars. Now Brother 
McFarlane can make the hours and the dollars stretch many times further and accomplish much more than 
when he had to travel by bus. 

So the work is off to a new start and accelerated pace in ,Jamaica, reminiscent of the tw~ntv .. ti 

years ago when Truth rode two all over the big Island in search of the lost 
IsraeL Brother McFarlane writes: 

"We, the brethren here [in Jamaica] have dedicated it to the Him thanks for it and asking Him to 
make it a blessing as a means of reaching souls. We are thankful also to all the brethren everywhere 
who have given donations toward securing it, there is still a amount to clear up in oavina back 
Brother----· who was moved to do what he did so that we could get it." 

"Rejoice, ye pure in heart, 
Rejoice, give thanks and sing; .... 

Rejoice, give thanks and 

It is our prayerful hope that none will weary of well-doing, and that ali will continue to do whatever they can to 
help the Jamaica brethren liquidate the thousand dollars indebtedness for the motorbike. 

B~ck to the Soil 

Marking an important step forward, the Comrnunicator is adding this column-Back to the Soil--in the hope of 
encouraging al! who can possibly do so to make getting back to the soil a priority. Along with practical informa
tion gathered from our experiences here at Bashan, the column will deal with latest organic techniques in 
gardening. 

Stressing the importance of agriculture, declares: 

"Working the soil is one of the best kinds of employment ... "·-Testimonies, voL 6, p. 179:2. 

"Men are wanted to educate others how to and how to use the implements of agriculture .. , Drop a word to 
your neighbors when you can, keep up the culture of your own land. and that will educate."-Fundamenta!s of 
Christian Education, p. 324:1. 

"In tilling the soil, in disciplining and subduing the 
Lessons, p. 88:1. 

lessons may constantly be learned."--Christ's Object 

It is clear that this greatly important subject has been ignored, neglected and, worse yet, forgotten among us as 
a people. 

The prosperity of a nation is directly linked to agricultural abundance. The primary reason for America's material 
wealth is because of its tremendous agricultural productivity. As this is so with nations, what about us as in
dividuals? Would we not be happier, and closer to God, if we knew more about the soil and utilized It? 

Prudence recommends a slow, small start, not getting over-involved. But do make a start, however small. A com
mon misconception is that one must have an acre or more of land in order to do anything worthwhile. That's far 
from true. You can have a plot of twenty feet square and work wonders with it. 

If you live in an urban or suburban area, utilize your bac!t yard if you can. Don't let it produce a weed crop! Do 
something. Start with easily grown crops such as greens, tomatoes, salad vegetables, and onions. 

Start thinking about this matter. Planning and forethought are half of success. If you don't have even a tiny plot, 
get together with someone who does. You can even consider having communitygardans. There are several 
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options and alternatives which are to be considered. 
mind: 

you think upon this this admonition In 

"We are not to be about and because of apparent nor should we 
be disheartened by delay. We should work the soil hopefully, gratefully, believing that the earth holds 
in her bosom rictl stores for the faithful worker to garner, richer than gold or silver. The niggardliness laid to her 
charge is false witness. With proper, the earth will yield its treasures for the benefit of 
man."- Testimonies to Ministers, p. 243:1. 

Cabbage 

Cabbage, one of the finest foods known to man, is also rather easy to grow. It does well in almost any soiL And 
one of the best of fertilizers is manure-just about any is good, Cabbage plants need some fertilizer but not 
a great deal. Lay on manure that is well rotted. !f you use chicken manure, use only half a shovelful per plant. Of 
other manures, you may use one to two shovelfuls per Don't overfeed your as this may cause the 
heads to split while growing. is a shallow-rooted plant, so water regularly, especially if you live in a 
climate. Space your plants 15 to 18 inches apart in the row and make your rows 18 to 24 inches apart 

Where can you get good plants? At any nursery, garden or seed supplier. Rotted manure and compost 
can also be purchased quite reasonably at these estabiishments. A 50 lb bag may cost from $3.00 to $6.00. One 
bag should be enough to fertilize at least two dozen cabbage plants. 

Pl!!~niing 

Dig a good hole about 8 to 10 inches wide and six inches deep. Fill it 3/4 full with compost. WiU1 a 
spoon, take your young plants out of their set them in the holes, and fill in. Gently but 
soil down, then water thoroughly. 

C!!ln!l 

table
lap the 

Be sure to water your plants enough. You'll know when to water-when the soil gets Mulching is an Im
measurable good aid to conserving moisture. Use straw, hay, black plastic, or even old newspapers. Let 
your plants grow for two weeks before 

!i'lGeJC:i C(,fliml 

Bugs love cabbage! So be on the lookout A method of deterring the cabbage cutworm is to wrap a small 
cardboard collar a.round the stems when them. The cutworms won't have the gumption to chew the 
cardboard and will leave your plants alone. a natural insecticide made from a tropical plant and 
therefore is very effective in the insects that ruin cabbage, You can ourchase rotenone at 
any garden center. Oh .. and don't olant cabbaoes in the shade. Thev like sun. 

Good success, and let us know how your grows, and any other 

-Jeriel E. 

~~~~"-"-~~:~_IEJW~_: The Lord has been blessing this area witt! abundant rainfall which we have appreciatively we!· 
corned, as it has saved us hours and hours of the vineyard, gardens, shrubs, and flowers. 
Now we are trusting that the rains will moderate and extend the summer so that the crops will not be 

too much at one time. So the patch has yielded over 30 oints of berries. So we have 
them. 

The roses, peonies, and other flowers are in bloorn and later ones are All are eniovina the 
floral and arbor beautv around Bashan 

As this is being written, the men are pouring concrete for the floor of a small metal building to serve as a 
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storehouse for the literature we are We are forward to having use of the before long. 

Sister is now oriented in her work, and is to use 
the Word Processor. A trained office her contribution will be of great help. Having visited Bashan 

she is no stranger here. 

Bashan has another new arrival. Those of you who know Amy, the 
terested to know that she has a little filly, named Eve. who will 
Both mother and daughter are doing very well. 

spirited quarter-horse mare, will be in
be called Evee to match her mother, Amy. 

We are in the process of buying an adequate plate-maker, but have not yet been able to decide on a camera and 
dark room equipment Soon, though, we should have the maHer settled and have the much-needed equipment 

Work is being pushed on several other 

The next issue of LIGHT AT EVENTIDE will be out in .June, and the issue of the Communicator will follow. 

Hunter News~ All the hunters are busily at their posts of duty. Brother Houston of Grenada has been 
working to advance the message in St. Vincent. In Barbados, the battle is waxing warmer for Brother Bil!v and 
group. But they are holding the fort and pressing the siege. 

As the Communicator goes to press, word comes from Brother Symonds in St. lucia that after stops in Grenada, 
Trinidad, and Tobago, he will turn westward to enter upon his long-envisioned mission to the smaller islands 
-the Leewards-in the West Indies. 

Though he must contend with health and age handicaps, he has faith and experience and trust in God to sustain 
him through the rigors of the extended field worl~ ahead of him. May the prayers of all go with him, as he re
quests. 

Brother Brown is back in the Virgin Islands with encouraging prospects for getting the work established there. 
Brother Kwarteng in Ghana and Brother Marcus in Nigeria report progress in spite of the severe limitations 
under which they work. The brethren in Guyana are gaining ground, and wiil be making the most of Brother 
David's presence. The work goes on in Trinidad, Grenada, and Jamaica. Word from Nassau, New Providence, 
Bahamas is that the brethren there are toward renewed activity. Sister Scotland carries on stoutly in 
Grand Cayman Island, and the brethren in Canada and are keeping witness to the truth alive there. 

Rem!Uaru::es: If you remitted tithes and offerings for 
May the lord bless your stewardship. 

to the Lord's storehouse, enciosed are your receipts. 

Since the Communicator will be published every other 
will be sent separately to you. But owing to the pressure ot the 
with letters on the off months. 

your receipts for remittances in the off-months 
we'll not be able to accompany the receipts 

Name Ingathering: Our sincere thanks to those of you who are working earnestly to secure names and ad.
dresses, with especial appreciation to you who have bean sending directories. But we are urgently in need of 
many, many more. Please redouble your efforts to keep the names coming, be they few or many, one or a d!rec· 
tory full. 

Recipe from Bash1:n'i'$ Kitchen_: On Sunday mornings, some ot us have pancakes for breakfast You may like to 
have them too, also some of the toppings which are delicious: 
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Make-ahead Panciike Mix 

Combine: 
8 cups whole wheat flour (or any combination of flours 

such as rye, soy, oat, etc.) 
4 tsp. salt 
3 cups instant milk For variety, try 

adding part buttermilk powder. 

Store this bulk mix in covered container in refrigerator. 

To use for pancakes: Combine 2 cups Make-ahead Pancake Mix and 1% cups (ap-
prox.) water (or milk if not using milk) for desired thickness plus two Tbsp. 
honey. Fold in 2 egg whites beaten just before using. Brown on both sides on 
preheated greased griddle or in skillet 

To use for waffles: Same as for pancakes except add 3 Tbsp. oiL 

Pancaka Topping ld®Eit> 

Fresh fruit, sliced or blended to a sauce. Applesauce. Pearsauce. Berries thickened with cornstarch in saucepan 
over medium heat. Fruit and yogurt 

Orange Syr!:!_E: 112 cup honey, juice of 1 orange, i Tbsp. margarine, % Tbsp. grated orange rind, 1 tsb. corn
starch.Piace all in saucepan and cook until thic!<ened 

Apple Syrup: 6 oz. can frozen apple 6 oz. ·1 Tbsp. cornstarch, % tsp. lemon juice, % tsp. carda· 
mon. Place in a saucepan and cook until thickened. 

"Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: 
And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. And they departed from the presence of the council, re
joicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, 
they .ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ" .Acts 5:38-42. 



STEADILY RISING COSTS 

With the cost of paper, ink, and all other printing supplies a.nd postage, making mandatory their conservation or, 
to put it negatively, making prohibitive their loss or waste, it becomes necessary to eliminate from our mailing 
list any and all Davidians who for one reason or another do not carefully read all the contents of Bashan publica
tions. To save as much paper and postage and time as possible, Bashan publications hereafter will be sent only 
to those who fill out, sign, and return the following free subscription form. 

-------------------------------------------
Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

·'-._./' 

~ 

I carefully read the contents of every Bashan publication. I want my name retained on the Association's mailing '-J' 
list. 

Signed: 


