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The question persistently asserts Itself (as questions have a way, uncomfortably, of doing): "Since 
on the authority of the message of the hour, 'the Davidian Seventh-day Adventist Association exists 
solely to accomplish a divinely appointed work within the Seventh-day Adventist denomination, 
wherein It therefore strictly confines Its activities' (The Leviticus of the Davidian Seventh-day 
Adventists, p. 1), are we therefore to understand that we are not now, not until after the purification, 
to engage In any lclnd of missionary work or Christian activity tor non-Adventlst relatives, friends, 
neighbors, acquaintances-In short, not for any who are not of "the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel" (Matt. 10:6)? 

The message does definitely and·emphatlcally restrict to "the lost sheep of the house of Israel" 
(Laodlcea) the programmed religious activities of faithful, 100%-Rod-only Davidian Seventh-day 
Adventist Association members. That means, negatively stated, that we are not to engage In any rell· 
glous activities programmed to the Gentiles. 

For how long? The more sure word of prophecy makes clear that we are to "go not In the way of the 
Gentiles" (Matt. 10:5) until after the purification of the church when the Lord shall send "them that 
are escaped of Israel" (lsa. 4:2)-the 144,000-"unto the nations, ... to the Isles afar off," to declare 
His glory "among the Gentiles." lsa. 66:19. (The only exception can be our bearing the message to 
Assyria.) 

Jesus made clear the obvious reason for this restriction on our programmed religious activity: "Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for 
ye neither go In yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go ln. Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrltesl for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he Ia 
made, ye melee him twofold more the child of hell than yourselrea." Matt. 23:13, 15. 

It Is the church In Its deep, dark apostasy (Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 72:2; 210:3; 211:3), thus standing, 
as It Is, on the brink of destruction-of being "swallowed up by the earth"-that Is In crucial need of 
every programmed, concerted redemptive activity possible. This should be clear to all-too painfully 
ciear to allow for any question. · 

But how could this timed restriction upon our programmed religious activities-restricted to the 
~ church because of her perilous condition-morally excuse us from being eyes to the blind, feet to 

the lame, and father to the poor; from searching out the cause we know not (Job 29:15, 16); from be
Ing the good Samaritan to the robbed and the Injured; from giving meat to the hungry and drink to the 
thirsty, taking In the stranger, clothing the naked, going to those In prison (Matt. 25:35, 36), and suc
coring the sick and the afflicted; or from helping to pull our neighbor's ox from the ditch? 

Jesus' answer: "Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done It unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done It unto me .. . Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did It not to one of the 
least of these, ye did It not to me." Matt. 25:40, 45. 

All our concentration on working "with earnest, ceaseless energy for U1e purifying of the church" 
(Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 187:3) will never be acceptable to our Saviour for our falling to be our brother's 
keeper-whoever our brother may be, wherever and whenever we see him In need of our help. 
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Witl:lout bowels of compassion for our Saviour's suffering for "the least of these," Davidlans are but 
"as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal" (1 Cor. 13:1), as priests and Levltes passing "by on the 
other side" (LuKe 10:31, 32), wrapped about with the self-righteous robes of super-pharlsalsm. 

Remember your father David-willing to do and to dare. Remember Job. Remember the good 
Samaritan. Remember Paul who was all things to all men. Remember the widow of Sarepta who 
shared her last morsel. Remember, "God's sweetest blessings always go by hands that saarch tor 
Him here below." 

Living The Way We Pray 
(l 

I knelt to pray when day was done, 
And prayed, "Lord, bless everyone; 
Lift from each saddened heart the pain. 
Let the sick be well again." 

And then I woke another day, 
And carelessly went on my way. 
The whole day long I did not try 
To wipe the tears from any eye. 

I did not try to. share the load 
Of another brother on the road, 
I did not even go to see 
The sick man next door to me. 

Yet once again when day was done 
I prayed, "Oh, Lord, bless everyone," 
But as I prayed there came a voice Into my ear, 
There came a voice that whispered clear: 

Pause, hypocrite, before you pray: 
Whom have you tried to bless today: 
God's sweetest blessings always go 
By hands that saarch tor Him here below." 

And then I hid my face and cried, 
"Forgive me Lord, for I have lied. 
Let me but live another day 
And I will live the way I pray." 

-Anonymous 

Question: It is said that Brother Bingham had a hand In the preparation of the Shepherd's Rod 
publications. Is that true? If so, to what extent and In what way? 

Answer: For the record, Brother Bingham was called by Brother Houteff In 1932 to assist him In the 
preparation of manuscript for publication. Over the years, this work embraced all the V. T. Houteff 
Symbolic Codes and Tracts, Including the Answerers, a number of the Timely Greetings, and all the 
Jezreel Letters. In short, the extent of his work on the Rod literature Included all of It except for the 
Shepherd's Rod, volumes 1 and 2, and approximately half of the Timely Greetings. 

The way In which he aisslsted Brother Houteff on the literature was not strictly redactlve but, to a 
limited extent, was also collaborative. The combined procedure was rather anomalous In the history 
of avowedly Inspired production of Christian literature. When the Holy Spirit was ready to unfold the 
scroll further, He would exercise Brother Houteff's mind to meditate upon the Scriptures to be II· 
lumlnated as present truth. The resultant thoughts Brother Houteff would write out by hand, In pen
ell. Since the English language was not his native tongue, his use of It, as would be expected, re· 
qulred considerable redaction of form to give Improved expression to Ita content. Brother Bingham 
would work over whatever portions of the rough draft that needed to be either touched up or rewrlt· 
ten. If only touched up, the effort was redactlve; If rewritten, It was, In a limited sense, collaborative. 

This revised copy was then typed out double space and returned to Brother Houteff. Sometimes It 
would come back to Brother Bingham radically changed, sometimes but slightly changed, hardly 
ever unchanged, but always further Improved. 

Brother Bingham would again critically go over the manuscript and make whatever changes, either 
substantive or cosmetic, that seemed to be Indicated, after which the manuscript would go back to 
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Brother Houteff for further flne·tunlng of substance and expression to suit him. This back-and-forth 
procedure would continue until consensus was reached. Often the process would run through seven 
to ten exchanges. That is how most of the literature came to publication. 

Question: We have heard It rumored that Brother Houteff once remarked to someone that he 
"worked with a llon"-meanlng Brother Bingham. Is that true? Why would Brother Houteff have 
made the remark? 

Anawer: So It was rumored after Brother Houteff passed away, though he never thus expressed ,, 
himself to Brother Bingham. 

If knowing what Brother Houteff meant by the remark (If he did make It) could possibly assume life· 
saving Importance for any, then perhaps they will have to do some lion-studying (and maybe even 
some lion-taming!). That research might take them to one of the large zoos to do some. lion
watching, or lead them to read "Born Free," or even take them on a safari to the lion habitats of 
Africa. Or to watch the lions perform In a wild-animal show. Or, just possibly, they might find the 
answer In Daniel 6:15-24! 

Marvelous Indeed the quasi-redemptive concerns of some minds. 

The Inevitable 

It was Inevitable. We have known from the beginning of Bashan that our days In the church were 
numbered. All along have surfaced little evidences that we wouldn't last long once we really began 
witnessing for the message. It will go the same In your church and every other church when faithful 
witness Is consistently seen and heard. Then sooner or later you will be on the outside as we are 
now. 

Not only are we barred from the Cassville Church but also from the nearby Neosho Church, under 
the same pastor, where we were warned several weeks ago not to return-as they were "nipping In 
the bud," they said, our witnessing there. 

Skipping a week, we returned the next Sabbath and gained entrance before they could collect their 
wits and shut us out. The enemy's "nippers" betrayed marked Ineptitude at "nipping" the Bashan 
"bud"! After church, the head elder shouted his Imprecations at us In assurance that we wouldn't 
get In again. His parting shot was, "In the name of the Lord Jesus, I command you not to enter this 
church again." But we shall, If and when the Lord bids us to go. 

The preceding Sabbath, the Lord opened the way for us to worship In the Cassville Church from 
where we have been excluded by locked and guarded doors. When the members came and found us 
In our old seats, quietly studying and praying, they were Infuriated, and beside themselves. In their 
confusion and desperation, they foolishly called the Association's attorney and then the pollee. 
Shortly, they changed their minds about taking the attorney's advice, and the pollee told them they 
couldn't do anything, and drove away! 

The church will, of course, now take added precautions to keep us out, but the Lord will get us back 
In If and when He wants us there. In the meantime, we are spreading out each Sabbath to attend 
other churches In this area. The battle Is on, and the Inevitable-fierce opposition-Is resulting. 

What good, this sort of activity, arousing opposition? It Is opening the eyes of the Nathanlels and 
Nlcodemuses, and Is tighter closing the eyes of the Pharisees and the Sadducees. It Is not pleasant. 
In fact It Is saddening. But It has to be done, And the sooner we have It over with everywhere, the 
sooner our deliverance. 
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After the Lord gave us the astounding victory at the Cassville Church, July 11, we sent the church 
members and a few others the following letter: 

July 13, 1981 
The Cassville S.D.A. Church Members 

Dear Brethren: '· .. 
It is regrettable that in the frustration and confusion that obtained among you last Sabbath (July 11) 
upon your finding us sitting quietly and reverently In church upon your arrival, that you acquiesced 
in either encouraging or permitting Sister Foree to trouble Attorney Melton with our church family af· 
fairs. No cultured, self-respecting, disciplined family airs Its family problems in public. I am sorry 
that In your uninspired desperation you thought to trouble Mr. Melton with the sticky and thorny 
problem your misbegotten hostilities have created for yourselves. Our perception of Mr. Melton Is of 
an attorney who characteristically sustains the sense of moral as well as of legal responsibility. 
Under the circumstances, wisdom dictated the counsel he gave you-that Is, of course, if you could 
not be sensible and big enough to rise above your feelings, come right on Into church, pay no atten· 
tlon to us If you could not welcome us, and convene Sabbath School services as usual. Had you 
done so, I'm sure that Mr. Melton, the pollee, and everyone else privy to your behaviour would have 
had more respect for your judgment and your Christianity. When finally the more sober ones among 
you realized that in your allowing our presence to cause your absence, you were not only cutting off 
your nose, as It were, to spite your face, you were putting your hostility toward us above your desire 
to worship God In His sanctuary. 

When any who profess to be God's children let "the very presence" (to use the heated words of 
Sister Foree upon her mounting the pulpit platform to order us to desist from singing and to depart) 
of their self-proclaimed enemies throw them Into such a state of spiritual shock as to cause them to 
weep and fulminate and carry on as you brethren did last Sabbath (before you finally got it out of 
your systems, got yourselves under self-control sufficiently to quiet down and return to the church), 
there is manifestly something radically wrong with them that even a "wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked" "Laodicean" (Rev. 3:17) could not fall to perceive. 

When you humbly let the Spirit of Truth convince you that what we are telling you Is telling you the 
truth about yourselves, then you will see the folly of the course you are pursuing, and will quit It: will 
cease denying us the privilege of worship simply because we are the unwanted minority whose 
"very presence" you cannot stand-for the sole reason that we fail to see eye to eye with you on 
some doctrinal points which you eschew. 

You piously profess Implicitly to believe the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. But you will not sit 
down with us and as open-minded Christian brethren study from the Scriptures and the Spirit of 
Prophecy writings the concerns that are mooted points among us. Not a one of you has ever made 
the slightest effort to produce solid evidence (or, for that matter, any evidence) from the Bible and 
the Spirit of Prophecy that we are not right. And the only reason you have not done so Is that It can· 
not be done. Could It be done, It would have been done fifty years ago, and there would be no Rod 
message and no Davldlans today instead of their both being on the steady increase In the churches. 

All that you are holding on to, Brethren, In opposition to our Scripturally well-defined and solidly· 
established doctrinal positions are the superficial sophistries, half truths, and gaping fallacies 
handed down to you from Takoma Park via the hierarchy. There Is no intellectual Integrity In thus 
keeping up a warfare In the dark, as the Spirit of Prophecy warns. 

You persist In saying we are in error, but you will not even try to support your contentions with proof. 
We will defend our positions before any. You will not try to defend yours because you cannot. 

I 

Brethren, the Lord has seen us through fifty years of this Romlsh proscription and harassment, 
worid·wlde, from the powers that be, without the loss of one case yet. Certainly after fifty years of 
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seei ng us rnul tipl t' l1ke loc usts !Rev 9:3-11 1 under numerou s un -Ch ri stian ef forts to exterminate us, it 
should be rea lize where it needs to be rea li zed that we cann ot be driven from our c~1 u rc hes by any 
mean s. You may lose th8 doors, lock them, <.~ n d bolt , bar, and barri cade them , but as He wills to do 
so, the Angel oft e Lord wi ll open them and clear the way for us to walk right through tnem as we 
did last Sabbath nd on the three previ ous occas ions when we elected to do so. 

Sister Foree hotl y charged us wi th forcing our way in where we are not wanted. It is bu t a half truth 
that we are not w4nted. It is not even all of you who do not want us there . And God wants us and bids 
us (Heb. 10:25) to be there, for we need to be there . And as to the charge that we forced our way in, 
there is not a tis t ' e of truth in it. The door opened to the turn of the knob, and we qu ietly walked in, 
sat down, praye , meditated, and studied. So it is not we who desecrated the sanctuary by our 
reverence; it was ou who desecrated it by your irreverent and hostile attitudes, words, and conduct. 

It is much of a mystery, Brethren, how you think you can have God's approbation and blessing upon 
your worship , witn your carrying on as you do; and how you think you can have the respect of the 
townspeople and win any to the Message when and as your unregenerate dealing with us is being 
more and more bruited about ; and when likewise is the fact that out of the monies they are moved to 
give you during ~ arvest Ingathering, ostensibly to be used totally for missionary work, you get a 
kickback from w~at you raise over and above the amount of the goal set for you by the Conference. 
The more a:-td rr(ore the public exposure of this duplicity, plus your inconsistencies and your 
persecutive deal ing with your Davidian brethren , the more and more you are going to demean 
yourselves in the (eyes of all who are possessed of the mind and spirit of Christ. 

By ending your vf ndetta again st us and welcoming us back as brethren, ceasing your Harvest In
gathering duplici y, and reforming your inconsistencies otherwise, you can reshape your image in 
the community, stablishing yourselves as sensible, sincere, conscientious, right-spirited Chris
tians. 

We have reiterat ld to you the assurance that since you do not wish to hear, in the Sabbath School 
discussions, our iews with which you disagree, we shall carefully refrain from voicing them. We 
have done our be t to make them clear to you and to protest the things that are not rig ht. If we have 
any furth er burde to do so, we shall contact you otherw ise. But we will not agitate them in the Sab
bath School disc ssion s. Otherwise. as you well know, our conduct in church sets an example in 
reverence and d corum . Therefore, in view of the commitment we make to silence our voice on 
mooted po int s in :the Sabbath School discussions, you should have no fur ther disposition, and you 
have no Scriptural right, to continue physically to debar us from church services. Your continuing to 
do so ca n only re!sult from pride emblazoned in capitals. 

I 

So, Brethren, to ~xtend your " time and chance" to welcome us back through open doors and in a 
spirit of open ar 1 s. we shall hopefully present ourselves on time for Sabbath School on July 25. 

If you do not see~sweet reason , justi ce, and charity in the rational and Christian response that we 
bespeak, then yo will oblige us to depend upon the Lord to open the church doors to us when He 
wills that we wor hip with you. And here we would remind you that no step you have taken to ex
clude us - your a pealing to the Magistrate, seeking counsel from Attorney Ellis, calling the police, 
changing the loc s on the doors, Brother Egbert 's sleeping in the church on Friday nights, your 
troubling Mr. Melron, and again the police, last Sabbath,-not a one of these ill -conceived resorts 
has succeeded ii keeping us from entering the church to worship when we have understood it was 
the Lord 's will to undertake for us to do so. And we would further remind you, Brethren, that even 
should you bolt, ar, and barricade the doors, bar the windows, install an alarm system, and keep 
Friday-night guar s at all doors, angels can remove your obstructions, silence th e alarm, sink the 
guards into deep st slumber, and thus fru strate your efforts as He did for David with Saul and his 
men at the cave o1f Adullum (1 Sam. 24:3, 4; 26:4-25), and for Peter and Paul when unjustly imprisoned 
(Acts 5:17-28; 12: 17; 16:22-2q). God hates injustice, and may be depended upon to move at the right 
moment to deal ith it . 
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If between now and Sabbath the 25th, you Brethren, as did Noah, find grace, in the eyes of the Lord, 
and happily come to realize that in doing what you have been doing to oppose, proscribe, debar, and 
thus deprive us of the privilege of worship, you are fighting God and not man, thus hurting 
yourselves and not us, then you will at least countenance, if not whole-heartedly welcome, our wor
shipping again with you in Sabbath services. Thus you will cease to increase the stigma and 
reproach your un-Christian course is increasingly bringing upon you and upon the Church. 

You will be helped if you meditate soberly upon and heed the Spirit of Prophecy's following 
testimony: "The Jews were looking for the Messiah; but He did not come as they had predicted that 
He would, and if He were accepted as the Promised One, their learned teachers would be forced to 
acknowledge that they had erred . These leaders had separated themselves from God, and Satan 
worked upon their minds to lead them to reject the Saviour. Rather than yield their pride of opinion, 
they closed their eyes to all the evidences of His Messiahship, and they not only rejected the 
message of salvation themselves, but they steeled the hearts of the pe~ple against Jesus. Their 
history should be a solemn warning to us. We need never expect that when the Lord has light for His 
people, Satan will stand calmly by and make no effort to prevent them from receiving it. He will work 
upon minds to excite distrust and jealousy and unbelief. Let us beware that we do not refuse the 
light God sends, because it does not come in a way to please us. Let not God's blessing be turned 
away from us because we know not the time of our visitation. If there are any who do not see and ac· 
cept the light themselves, let them not stand In the way of others. Let it not be said of this highly 
favored people, as of the Jews when the good news of the kingdom was preached to them, 'They 
entered not in themselves, and them that were entering in they hindered.' 

" We are taught in God's word that this is the time, above all others, when we may look for light from 
heaven. It is now that we are to expect a refreshing from the presence of the Lord. We should watch 
for the movings of God's providence as the army of Israel watched for 'the sound of a going in the 
tops of the mulberry trees'-the appointed signal that heaven would work for them. 

' i 

" To souls that are earnestly seeking for light, and that accept with gladness every ray of divine II· 
luminatlon from his holy word,-to such alone light will be given. It is through these souls that God 
will reveal that light and power which will lighten the whole earth with his glory."- Testimonies, vol. 
5, pp. 728, 729. 

Finally, may you lay to heart the following Inspired counsels: "Ye men of Israel, take heed to 
yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men .. . . and now I [Gamaliel] say unto you, 
Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to 
naught: but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow It; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God." 
Acts 5:35, 38, 39. 

"Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you 
out for my name's sake, said, Let the Lord be glorified: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall 
be ashamed." Is a. 66:5. 

" Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company, 
and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. Rejoice ye In that 
day, and leap for joy, for, behold, your reward is great In heaven: for in the like manner did their 
fathers unto the prophets." Luke 6:22, 23. 

Sincerely your brethren that love you, 

Ammi and Ruhamah (Hos. 2:1) 
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Last Minute Developments 

As promised in our July 13 letter (aforequoted), we presented ourselves for worship Sabbath, July 25. 
Although we were not welcomed, the door was not locked. We entered, seated ourselves, prayed, 
and quietly read. Soon the first elder appeared and told us that they were asking us to leave and 
would be forced to take legal steps if we declined. We declined. 

After perhaps twenty-five minutes of well-controlled though totally futile give-and-take concerning 
the situation, the elder gave the signal to call the police. Soon they came, took our names and ad
dress, and all proceeded normally to the close of church services. 

The preliminary discussion was recorded to pass on to the Conference and the district prosecutor 
who, In a conversation we had with him in his office two days later, revealed that they were charging 
us with trespassing-a criminal offense, subject to jail sentence and fine. 

With the church's thus writing lchabod over them, our efforts cease, save to speak personally with 
any of them If and when an appropriate opportunity should afford. However, options remain open for 
other steps to be taken. Whatever develops as the sequel will be published In the September COM· 
MUNICATOR. 

"Touch Not The Unclean Thing," 
(2 Cor. 6:17) 

Only the obedient are justified. Only the justified will be saved. God requires obedience to all His 
commands. 

" ... In order for man to retain justification, there must be continual obedience, through active, living 
faith that works by love and purifies the soui."-Se/ected Messages, bk. 1, p. 366:1. 

This statement, one of many similar Spirit of Prophecy passages, makes justification substantive 
only in obedience. 

Davldians know that He commands His children to "touch not the unclean thing." Davidians know 
that anything made from unclean animals Is unclean and forbidden. Yet Davidians, as with virtually 
all Adventists, either think nothing of using soaps made of fat rendered from the fat of hogs or scru
ple not to do so. 

God says, " ... touch not the unclean thing." Hog meat is unclean; hog fat is unclean; anything 
-soap, etc.-made from it Is unclean. Thus any who use it or touch It are unclean. They are disobe
dient, unjustified. For all who are seriously concerned to eliminate this unclean condition, the COM· 
MUNICATOR provides the following Information: 

Soaps Ingredients Use 

Kirk's Coco Coconut 011 Good 
Hardwater Castile " " 
Ivory Pork & Beef Tallow Bad 
Camay " " 
Safe Guard " " 
Coast " " 
Lava Vegetable Fat Good 
Lux Beef Tallow " 
Lifebuoy , , 
Dove " " 
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Palmolive 
Cashmere 
Jergens 
Woodbury 
Dial 
Tone 
Irish Spring 
Amway Corp (All Bar Soaps) 

Pepsodent 
Close Up 
Aim 
Ultra Brite 

Toothpaste 

Colgate Paste & Powder 
Crest 
Gleem 

Foods 

Drake Bakeries 
Dlv. of Borden Foods (Honey Bun) 
Giant Foods (Bread) 
Keebler (All Products) 

Nabisco (All Products) 
Sunshine Biscuit Co. 
(All Products) 
Philadelphia Cream Cheese 

Cosmetics 

Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion 
Avon Products 
Walla Corp. (Balsam Products) 
Ultra Sheen (Johnson Products) 
Kerl Lotion 

Household Items 

Lehn & Fink Products 
(Lysol Brand) 
Brlllo Soap Pads 
Brillo Supreme Steel Wool Balls 
SOS Soap Pads 
Tuffy Plastic Mesh Balls 

Pork & Beef Tallow Bad 
" " 

Beef Tallow Good 
" II 

" II 

II II 

Pork & Beef Tallow Bad 
Pork Tallow Bad 

Ingredients Use 

Vegetable Fat Good 
II " 
II " 

Lard Bad 
" " 
" " 

Vegetable Fat Good 

Ingredients Use 

Lard Bad 

Vegetable Shortening Good 
Vegetable Shortening 
and Oleo and Lard Bad 
Lard " 

Vegetable Shortening Good 
Lactic Acid " 

# 

Ingredients Uae 

Lard Bad 
Petrochemicals ? 

" ? 
Lanolin Good 
Synthetic Chemicals ? 

Ingredients Uae 

Synthetic Chemicals ? 
Lard Bad 
Beef Tallow Good 
Lard Bad 

II " 

"What agreement hath the temple of God with Idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God 
has said, I will dwell In them, and walk In them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, salth the Lord, and TOUCH NOT THE 
UNCLEAN THING; and I will receive you, And will , be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, salth the Lord Almighty." 2 Cor. 6:16·18. 

God requires obedience to all His commands. 
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BACK TO THE SOIL 

Tasty Tomatoes for Your Table 

Two hundred and fifty years ago, the tomato was villified for its supposedly poisonous properties. 
Thomas Jefferson helped break down the prejudicial tradition by growing tomatoes in 1781. 
Gradually, this member of the nightshade family (which includes tobacco, potatoes, eggplant, green 
and red peppers) gained acceptance and eventually became one of the most popular garden plants. 

This time of year, tomatoes are coming Into season. Though most people enjoy them, many would 
tell you that commercially grown tomatoes, though large and usually attractive, lack zest and are In
sipid and bland; 

During the winter months, most commercial tomatoes sold In the United States come from Central 
Mexico, the Bahamas, and southern Florida. They are picked while only half ripe In order to avoid 
spoiling while being shipped. · 

Since great amounts of chemical fertilizers are used to produce the plants, they grow too fast, pro
duce too quickly, with the result that the fruit Is not as tasty as naturally grown fruit. Insecticides by 
the tons are poured on, plus herbicides, nemacldes (to control the nematode, a tiny destructive 
worm) and fungicides. So you're essentially paying high prices for a chemlcalized berry. 

Growing Your Own 

Growing your own tomatoes Is educational, good for your health by working outdoors, and a joy 
when you know you've raised them from seed to table. 

Tomatoes are high In nutrients. One expert says they are nearly as good cooked as raw. 

Tomatoes need three to four good warm growing months. Being tropical plants, they are very sen
sitive to cold, so don't set them out too early in the spring. Nearly any type of soli will support them, 
provided there Is adequate moisture and nutrients. 

Three Basics 

The three major plant nutrients are nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium (also known as potash). 
The scientific designation of these minerals Is NPK, nitrogen being first, phosphorous second, and 
potash last. They are always listed In this order. 

Of these minerals, phosphorous Is the most important for tomato production. While tomatoes 
seldom suffer from nitrogen starvation, there exists the real danger of phosphorous deficiency. In· 
dlcative of this disorder are deep purple leaves and stems. A nitrogen problem, on the other hand, 
will show up In yellow leaves and stems. Good sources of phosphorous contain the following 
percentages: 

Phosphate rock, 
Bone meal steamed, 
Bone meal raw, 

30.0% 
28.0% 
24.0% 

Lesser quality sources are Incinerator ash and cottonseed meal at 5% and 2.5% respectively. 

To obtain these minerals, check with any large garden center and follow the label Instructions for 
application. If possible, avoid chemical fertilizers, since they are harmful to the soli. Tomatoes take 
a long time to reach production, so start your seeds In late winter or early spring, depending where 
you live. Use plastic flats or peat pots, or discarded orange juice containers. The latter are best and 
cost nothing. With sharp knife, carefully cut around the bottom until It Is within an Inch or so of 
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being cut off, but leave it intact to hold the soil (good potting soil). When plants are six to eight in
ches tall, and when all danger of frost is past, prepare holes deep enough to cover containers, then 
turn up or tear off bottom piece and plant entire container, with soil well covering top of container. 
Plant two seeds to each can to Insure germination. When all danger of frost is past, then set In the 
holes which are deeper than cans are, and cover the young plant to within an inch of the top. The 
plants should be 6-8 Inches when set out. Water If necessary, then mulch with newspaper, grass 
clippings, cut weeds, leaves, straw or shavings. Do not over-water your plants, as this can cause 
spllttings, bottom rot, and fungus problems. 

Plants ylel~ In 65 to 100 days after planting: 45 to 50 days are required to obtain ripe fruit fro~ the 
time of blossoming. 

If allowed to grow indoors too long, the plants will not do as well as if they are set out promptly. 
Don't grow them inside for more than eight weeks. If you determine that your last frost is, let us say, 
May 10, then start your plants inside around March 10. 

Tomatoes are prolific bearers, so be sure to stake them up (except for short bush varieties). Use 
three stakes around the plant, then tie with string. Other methods may be employed as well. 

Insects don't pose a major problem to tomatoes, although the tobacco horn worm can do extensive 
damage. A little careful observation will help you spot these marauders and get rid of them. They are 
thick and green, with a horn-like protrusion at their backs, and can devastate a plant If not removed. 

Success to you! 

(Brother Plunkett from New York spent two weeks here with us in July, during which he gave loving 
attention to tying and training up our many tomato plants which are now loaded with fruit of several 
varieties.) 

With our new walk-In cooler and freezer (8' x 14'), we'll be able to have tomatoes, onions, potatoes, 
corn, beans, rhubarb, apples, and other fruits and vegetables throughout the winter. For all of which 
we are gratefully thanking the Lord. 

-Jerlel E. Bingham 

Hunter News: The hunters report that they are earnestly pushing the battle on. Brother Symonds 
has been hunting in Trinidad, also in Tobago where the enemy has been working overtime to make 
as formidable as possible the "let" (Mic. 7:14) toward dissuading the sheep from feeding In Bashan. 

Brother David spent five busy weeks in Guyana, advancing the work there, and now is back In 
Trinidad. 

Brother Billy reports from Barbados that three have definitely taken their stand there and are prepar
ing to take the message to others. The group attending the studies there so far numbers 12 to 13. 

Brother and Sister Murphy, who are teachers in Trinidad, are spending their summer vacation hunt
Ing in England. They expect to be there for six weeks. Both are hard workers and will be doing their 
best to give Impetus to the work In England. 

Brother McFarlane reports from Jamaica that after putting new tires on the motorcycle and doing 
some minor work on It, It Is holding up well and enabling him to get around faster, farther, and better 
In hunting out the sheep wherever they are. (Toward paying off the loan to buy the bike, over $100.00 
has come In, but quite a bit Is still owing. So more help Is needed.) 

Brother Marcus and company In Nigeria and Brother Kwarteng~and associates In Ghana as well as 
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. all the gro.ups throughout the field, are digging with the mattock in their respective areas, with the 
result that the message is spreading and the Nathaniels and Nicodemuses are hearing and respond
ing. · 

Space limitations in this issue will permit the sharing with you of but the following letter from 
Brother Brown who is still in the Virgin Islands: 

July 5, 1981 
Dear Brother Bingham: 

The work in the Church is ongoing·, although I am encountering a great deal of opposition. But none 
of this moves me from my steadfast purpose. As a matter of fact, all of this is making me stronger in 
faith, and is preparing me for the greater trouble ahead. 

In my previous letter to you I made mention of the St. Croix situation. Up to this time I am still trying 
to get a lodging place where I can stay for at least two months to get something started there too. 

Here in St. Thomas [U.S. Virgin Islands], there are three churches. The one in the area where 1 live, 
the name of which is Shiloh, is the largest of three, and can seat at least 1,000 members. It is in this 
church that my work is mainly done. Most of the letters you sent me were distributed there. They 
created a stir and this caused a number of people to make inquiries about the message, and 1 had. 
some studies and discussions, but I cannot tell how fruitful this will turn out later. It is all in God's 
hands now. 

The second church, the name of which is Philadelphia, is about two miles away from Shiloh. 1 at
tended it about two Sabbaths ago. It is a much smaller church than the former. At the close of the 
meeting that Sabbath, Brother Andrew Stanislaus and I took either side of the entrance to the 
church yard, because we were cautioned not to give out our literature on the church compound. We 
made sure that everyone who came out of the church, and who was old enough to understand, was 
given one of the letters. 

Afterwards we were invited back to the church for young people's meeting that evening by one of the 
youth leaders. He told us his youths wanted to find out something about the D.S.D.A. Assn. and their 
mission. Well, we were glad for the invitation, as it is not always that one gets an opportunity like 
that. So, we returned to the church that evening and met with a group of youth who were ready and 
waiting patient ly to question us. We were introduced by the leader to the youths, as missionaries. 

I want to tell you, Brethren, that the Lord vindicated His cause that evening. We were asked several 
questions. For example: Who are you? What is your mission? Are you Seventh-day Adventists? Are 
you Shepherd's Rod? What is the Shepherd's Rod? Do you use just the Spirit of Prophecy books to 
support your teachings? Do you believe in the Spirit of Prophecy books? How are you so sure that 
V. T. Houteff was inspired? If we can prove that the Rod is error, are you willing to drop it? These, 
Brethren, are only some of the questions they kept shooting at us. The Lord really helped us to deal 
with them. Praise His name! 

At the end of the questioning, we were permitted to present a study, which was on Ezekiel 9 in con
nection with the sealing. All mouths were stopped. Not a one tried to refute a thing (and even if they 
had tried, they would have failed). At the end of the study, the leader told those who were in the con
gregation that the things they heard were strange to them, and that they should go home and look 
them over before they made any decision. We were promised that they would invite us back for 
another sitting. 

The following Sabbath I visited the city church. I used the same method of operation in distributing 
the letter, and met with a great deal of opposition. And this time I had no one with me but God. When 
I was almost finished distributing, one of the elders started out at me, and if he could have killed me, 
he would have. He snarled at me, "Who are you? Where do you come from? I do not know you. Why 
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are you giving out these things? Get away from here. You have no authority to do this." Whereupon·! 
told him he had no authority to stop ·me. And from that moment onward he followed me around 
everywhere I went, and ordered the brethren not to take the letter, and they obeyed him. But there 
were a few who took it. He had blood in his eyes, but I was not afraid of him at all. 

Brethren I have much more to say, but will do so in my next letter. 

Sincerely yours to press 
the battle to the gate, 

Kenneth Brown 

Remittances: You may be interested to know that the enclosed receipts for the months of June and 
July to all who have sent remittances to the Lord's storehouse, were made out on the Computer. 

Bashan News: All will rejoice with us to know that the Lord has enabled us to get a good used 
bulldozer and that results are already in evidence. It will enable us to improve our present roads, 
build othe~s, clear 'more land, make ponds for irrigation and for watering stock, and·to effect other 
advantageous op'erations. And when the time comes for us to start with the building of th:e Cafeteria, 
Chapel, Print Shop, and Workers' Quarters, and finally to prepare for the "Solemn Assembly," we 
will have" ~he bulldozer to do the land-clearing, excavating, etc. · 

• ~ I , 

Cooler and Freezer: One of the most important, because most urgently needed, additions is a new 
walk-in cooler and freezer which will enable us to store much garden produce which, incidentally, is 
coming on' fast. This unit is on skids, and can be moved easily to the Cafeteria when it is· built. We 
are thanking and praising the Lord for this long- and much-needed facility. 

Garden Produce: Already we have harvested strawberries, rhubarb, asparagus, peas, cabbage, 
tomatoes, and over 500 ears of corn, onions, peppers, beans, cucumbers, okra, squash, eggplant, 
and shortly we shall be having potatoes, cantaloupes, watermelons and, if all goes well, a bumper 
crop of tomatoes. 

Because of an April frost this year, peach orchards in this area suffered heavy damage. Consequent
ly, Bashan peaches, as with others, were very scarce this year. But we enjoyed a first-year yield of 
plums, and will get several bushels of apples. Soon it wil be canning and freezing time, and all the 
sisters will be busy putting up as many quarts as possible of tomato sauce and paste, etc., for winter 
use. 

Camera and Processor: The Lord has enabled us to acquire a good camera and automatic proc
essor. So now we are making our own negatives and stats. The processor is used both in developing 
the photo typesetting work and the camera work. Since it is -equipped with a dryer, it is proving to be 
a time-s'aver, as we no longer have to wait for the typeset material from the photo typesetter to dry 
before we can proofread it. 

We are thanking the Lord for enabling us to get this needed equipment. And although the cost of it 
has the treasury once more depleted, yet we know that bef,.Qre long, it will again be built up, thus 
enabling us to start on the new buildings as the Lord lead 

'. NOTICES 

Stamps for Free: Letters from around the field have yielded hundreds of foreign stamps. 
Any who are interested in them may have them for free by paying the postage on them. First re-
quests 'g·et them. · · · 

Names and Addresses: May none let ·up·; but all speed up, in securing names and addresses. Hun
dreds ofDavidian publications are goinfitp.ut every week, but we need ever to increase the number of 
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streams of them flowing forth from Bashan to the world field. So ever more names and addresses, 
thousands upon thousands, are needed to keep the flow of literature going to churches where never 
a piece has been seen nor the message heard of. 

May not a one fail to make every possible effort to secure a church directory or individual names and 
addresses. Let no opportunity pass. 

One or many, each represents a Judgment-bound soul. If you fail to do your utmost to get the 
literature to them, how will you stand in the Judgment? (Literature Is being sent only to names and 
addresses which have been sent into the office.) · 

Urgently Needed: The Lord continues to hold open the apartment here at Bashan for either a well 
qualified maintenance man or a nurseryman and gardener, both of whom are urgently needed. The 
apartment nicely accommodates a couple. Applicants must hold the Certificate of Fellowship and 
live In the United States, as lnmigration restrictions make virtually Impossible others' securing U.S. 
visas. 

A Word Concerning the Form In May-June COMMUNICATOR: The form was sent out, as the heading 
Indicated, because of "steadily rising costs." A few seem to have taken offence that since they have 
been tong-standing members of the Association, and have supported the Association's work, such a 
form should be sent to them. Others, not members or supporters of the Association, but friends of 
certain Association members, feel they should not have to sign and return the slips, as they like to 
keep up with the news, etc. But the fact that t.hey continue to remain unidentified with the Assocla· 

' tlon, makes It very doubtful that the COMMUNICATOR is benefitting them enough to justify the cost 
of It to the Association. 

r-

Some have mentioned that they had not finished reading either the last Issue of the COM· 
MUNICATOR or of Light At Eventide. God's means as well as their time and chance are being wasted 
In the Association's sending them either publication. 

T.he forms went out ind~scriminately to everyone on our mailing list, and, as the notice In the last 
COMMUNICATOR set forth, for the following reasons: · 

"With the rising cost of paper, ink, and all other printing supplies and postage, making mandatory 
their conservatlon or, to put it negatively, making prohibitive their loss or waste, It becomes 
necessary to ~imlnate from our mailing list any and all Oavldians who for one reason or another do 
not carefully read all the contents of Bashan publications. To save as much paper and postage and 
time llS possible, Bashan publicattons hereafter will be sent only to those who fill out, sign, and 
return the form." 

Cheerful cooperation In this matter Is a paltry price to pay to have one's name kept on the mailing 
list for the most Important publications to Kingdom-bound Davldlans. 

For late-comers who wish to receive, and for dilatory respondents who wish to continue to receive, 
the COMMUNICATOR, this will be the final notice. Regrettably, we shall not be able to send further 
Issues to any who do not return the form on page 14. 

' 

Recipe from Bashan's Kitchen: Since this is Rhubarb season, we want to share with you this 
delicious recipe for Rhubarb pie. 

6 cups diced rhubarb 
1314 cups of honey 
1 t. grated orange rind 
V2 cup orange juice 

Rhubarb Pie 

3 1/z T. minute tapioca or flour 
or 2 T. cornstarch 

V4 t. salt 
3 T. margarine 
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Combine rhubarb with honey, orange rind , juice, tapioca, and salt . Fill 
pastry-lined pie pan (deep, 10' ') Dot with butter and cover with the top 
crust, the same as for any doub le-crust pie. Be sure to prick all over top 
with fork to let tM steam out. Bake in a very hot oven (400° F.} for about 10 
minutes, then reduce heat to moderate (350° F.) fo r about 45 to 50 minutes. 
Yields one large pie. · 

Pie crust 

4 cups w.w. pastry flour or 3 cups 
unbleached plus 1 cup bran 

1 t. salt 
1 cup oil (preferably cold) 
%-1 cup cold water 

Sift flour and salt. Cut in the oil, until the mixture resembles coarse corn
meal. Then pour in enough water until dough sticks together, no more. 
Avoid much mixing, as it makes the pie crust tough. Divide in two, and roll 
pastry out between wax paper. 

Note for believers In tropical climes: You may want to experiment with 
green mangoes in place of rhubarb. If any do experiment, we'd like to know 
how it comes out. 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 1 Cor. 15:58. 

Date: 

Name: 

Address: 

I carefully read the contents of every Bashan publication. I want my name retained or placed on the 
Association's mailing list. 

2 7 
Signed: 

~ 

.. 




