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January 14, 1985 

Dear Brethren: 

GREETINGS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR IN THE LORD: "Another year now opens its fair unwritten pages before 
you. The recording angel stands ready to write. Your course of action will determine what shall be traced by him. You 
may make your future life good or evil; and this will determine for you whether the year upon which you have just en
tered will be to you a happy new year. It is in your power to make it such for yourself and for those around you." 
-My Life Today, p. 5. 

TOMORROW MAY NOT COME 

Tomorrow may not come. What then? 
Today would be my last with men; 
From dawn to dusk, my final chance 
To wield for truth a shining lance, 
And these would be my last few hours 
To prove my worth and use my powers, 
And with the setting of the sun 
My work of life would all be done, 
And I should be remembered here 
Just as my record should appear. 
Oh, let me live and toil today, 
So that if I am called away, 
I need not pass and leave behind 
A single deed or word unkind. 

-Author Unknown 

"Let patience, long-suffering, kindness, and love become a part of your very being; then whatsoever things are pure 
and lovely and of good report will mature in your experience. 

"Angels of God are waiting to show you the path of life .... Decide now, at the commencement of the new year, that 
you will choose the path of righteousness, that you will be earnest and true-hearted, and that life with you shall not 
prove a mistake. Go forward, guided by the heavenly angels; be courageous; be enterprising; let your light shine; and 
may the words of inspiration be applicable to you-'I write unto you, young men, because you are strong and haye 
overcome the wicked one.' 

"If you have ... given yourself to Christ, you are a member of the family of God, and everything in the Father's house 
is for you. All the treasures of God are open to you, both the world that now is and that which is to come. The minis
try of angels, the gift of His Spirit, the labors of His servants-all are for you. The world, with everything in it, is 
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yours so far as it can do you good. Even the enmity of the wicked will prove a blessing, by disciplining you for heaven. 
If 'ye are Christ's' 'all things are yours.' "-Ibid. 

ANOTHER CHANCE 

Another year, another chance 
To take new courage and advance 
To better things that lie ahead, 
And profit by the past, now dead. 

It is indeed another chance 
To take a hasty backward 
And see what causes mistakes I've 

made, 
Then face the future unafraid. 

Another year, another chance 
To master ev'ry circumstance. 
The fires of love I must renew, 
And purify all things untrue. 

Another year, another chance 
To do my utmost to enhance 
Man's faith in God and spread good 

cheer-
That I resolve to do this year! 

-Adlai A. Esteb 

"A NEW LEAF" 

He came to my desk with a quivering lip
The lesson was done-

"Dear teacher, I want a new leaf," he said; 
"I have spoiled this one.'' 

In place of the leaf so stained and blotted, 
I gave him a new one all unspotted, 

And into his sad eyes smiled-
"Do better now, my child." 

I went to the throne with a quivering soul
The old year was done-

' 'Dear father, hast Thou a new leaf for me? 
I have spoiled this one." 

He took the old leaf, stained and blotted, 
And gave me a new one all unspotted, 

And into my sad heart smiled
"Do better now, my child!' 

-Anonymous 

YOUR LETTERS AND PRAYERS: Thank you for all your recent communications. We thank and praise God for 
your words of encouragement. We are strengthened by them and your prayers. In turn, know that we are concerned 
about each of you, and that all your requests for special prayer, we bear daily to the throne of grace. May our Heaven
ly Father sustain and keep you and supply all your needs out of His riches in glory. 
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WEATHER: Very cold weather and much snow has not yet come to the Ozarks. Save for a few flurries and a light 
snow, we have fair weather. Any day, though, snow is expected. 

I"ROGRESS ON THE NEW BUILDING: Because of the exceptional winter weath,er, good progress has been made 
on the construction The contractors have been able to work most of the time, save during the uu.'"''"' 
season. The trusses are in, the roof is on, and now they are on the siding. And by the time this letter reaches 
you, all the framing, roofing, and siding should be completed. 

As we look back upon the many times the Lord has come to the rescue in solving problems we have encountered from 
the beginning of the undertaking, we can but Him for His guiding hand in everything, 

Brother Pinnock and Brother Lemky, along with the Bashan crew, have started on the interior framing. 

A CAUSE }~OR REJOICING: All will be happy to know that the means needed to pay Morton Building Co, there
-"'~"w'""' amount of $26,572.00 for the building, the concrete contractor $10,852.76 for 203 Y4 yds. of concrete for the 

and $5,000.00, so for plumbing and electrical supplies and inside materials, the Lord has 
and we are thanking and praising Him for His blessings. 

But now we are faced with the cost of the heating and cooling systems (alone $16,000.00), all the rest of the 
materials for all the rooms inside, all of the kitchen equipment, two septic tanks, two chimneys, two retaining 
floor covering, and all the inevitable miscellany which, all will doubtless reach, if not exceed, an estimated 
$60,000.00 more. Hence the pressing question now-will all join in sacrifice to come up to the help of the Lord by 
pouring means into the that there be no lack, and that the work may go forward speedily to completion? The 

cannot be used for print shop, seminar, school, or services until it is substantially finished. 

As the completion of the building will be a big toward establishing adequate functioning of the printing program, 
establishing the School of the Prophets, and holding general or special convocations, may our hearts thrlll w the pros

of these forward developments toward the finishing of the "closing work for the church" (3T 266:2). 

PUBLISHING: Since the preceding newsletter, the latest Educator, "The Last Mile Home," was completed and sent 
out. Hopefully, each one received and profited from prayerful study of its important contents. In addition, the col
lating, folding, stapling, cutting, and mailing of thousands of the other tracts in Series A & B continue. 

SPANISH LiTERATURE: Work is almost completed on Nos. 3 & 4 of the T. G.'s; and soon the Time tract, as well as 
the Stone tract, wm be ready for the Press. So continue to request these, and to send in names and addresses of Span
ish-speaking brethren, that they, too, might receive the literature. 

TITHE RECEIPTS: Tithe receipts for the past two months, and to close 1984, are being enclosed herein. As the books 
were opened until January 10, whatever was remitted, dated December 31, has been made out to 1984 receipts. Keep in 
mind that if you want receipts for the previous year, your remittances must have reached the office by January 10. 
May the Lord increase your basket and store for returning His own to the right place-His storehouse. 

TITHE ON INTEREST: The Lord's blessing be upon all those who have seen their responsibility in returning to the 
Lord His own on interest earned as an increase. 

NAME-INGATHERING CAMPAIGN: We continue to urge aU to take part in the campaign, and we praise the Lord 
for all who are doing their best in this endeavor. Put the Lord in it, and He will direct you to where you may get names 
and addresses and Directories. 

Here is an inspiring account of how one sister secured names and addresses and the results: 

Sister Judy Moore was returning to New York from Bashan. Late the afternoon of the first day en route, she decided 
to tum into a town along the way, not so much for rest, as to attend prayer meeting and, hopefully, to secure names 
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and addresses. So she hunted up the names of several S. D. A. churches in the telephone directory. After 
several of them, one lady responded. She was at the church, and although it was about one hour's driving Sister 
Moore finally arrived at the church. But instead of prayer meeting, she found were having a vegetarian cooking 
class. Thev welcomed and at the end of the service she managed to secure a list of the names of church members. 

She mailed the list from New York, and literature was sent to them. Imagine her joy when already one of them 
responded favorably. Please pray for the individual, as well as an the others in that church who had an opportunity to 
receive the literature. And above all, may this experience encourage all of you not to rest day or night until you work 
to secure as many names and addresses as you can get for the mailing list. 

FEUAJWSHIP APPLICATION BLANI(: Once again it is time for the renewal of the Fellowship Certificate. Consci~ 
entiously judge yourself to see whether you qualify this year. As you thus think upon the matter, prayerfully ask 
yourself these pertinent questions set forth in substance in the Application blank: 

1. Have I read all available SHEPHERD'S ROD publications? 

2. Am I striving by the grace of God to embody these teachings in my life-in my "ideas and theories, habits and 

3. Do I wholeheartedly embrace and support the Association's governmental structure of Davidic-Levitical order as 
codified in The Leviticus? 

4. Do I believe the Association's Bashan publications to be binding up "the testimony" produced in the Carmel peri
od? 

5. Do I subscribe to all the "advanced Christian standards" of living as set forth in 2TG 38: 10-26; each one which 
I have carefully read and reread, and with all of which lam in and conformity? 

6. Do I follow the principle of living, leaving off all unhealthful (junk) foods? 

7. Do I return to the Lord's storehouse a scrupulously exact tithe and second tithe, except in case my fixed expenses 
exceed my fixed income, or in case I have no income at all? 

If you judge yourself affirmatively in all of these answers, then you are eligible to become a Certificate-holding 
member of God's Association. Let us know your self-judgment in the matter so that we may send you a Fellow
ship Application. 

® ® ® 

THE SICK AMONG US AND SAD NEWS: Thank you for praying for the sick among us. The sad news is that al
though Brother Pitter had made encouraging progress when we wrote the previous newsletter, it wasn't long after be
fore he took a turn for the worse. Nothing seemed to help him, until he refused all nourishment and would drink noth
ing but water, and finally not even water. He went to his rest on Thursday, January 3, and was the first one to be laid 
to rest in Bashan's cemetery. His obituary follows: 

BROTHER PITTER.'§ FUNERAL SERVICE 

1. His favorite hymn during his last days of illness-Church Hymnal, No. 279 

2. Prayer (Sister Phyllis Foster) 

3. Obituary (Sister Jemmy Bingham) 

4. Song-"How Cheering Is the Christian's Hope"-The Hebrew Lads Quintet (Brethren James Moore, Lascelles 
McFarlane, David Anderson, Jeriel and Andy Bingham) 
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5. Scripture and Spirit of Prophecy passage (Brother Danny 
Eccles. 7:1-4 
PK 239. 240 

6. Sermon (Brother M .. L JJJJme,uam1• 

A Soliloquy of the Dead 
"Time and Chance Happeneth to Them All" 
"The Reward of Earnest Effort"-9T 2ft'i·-288 

7. Church No. 373 

8. Benediction (Sister Judy Moore) 

~ ® 

OBITUARY 

Pitter was born on October <m<m<.0'-1., West Indies. At the age of he removed to 
Cuba where he worked fer three years, then "'P""u.wu Honduras. 

he worked for the United Fruit 
Rebecca. Two children were born to this 
in New York. 

then removed to British Horaduras 
larnage--a son, Ferdinand, and a '-''''"'b""'~" 

In British he owned and a small shop. ·However, because he had become a Seventh-d.a 
_ he was f.orced to dose his business on Sabbaths. The was 

site so he to look for ways to open hi.s 
suaded Brother Pitter to return to 

for a uUHW«.~ ,,~~"'"'"'church in many in British Honduras. He 
he found himself back in the Adventist 

In the middle 1960's he to the U, S. and soon found 
York. He said that when he found work at his age, many men were then 
he gJadlv did his share of work until. 1970 when he retired. 

After years of illness his late wife succumbed in 1981. 

1t was in 1977 when he first heard of the D;.-nridian message. H thrilled hi:s 
Bashan concemirm his new-found belief in the addition to the "Third 
it greatly, 

t:ii~mug, but Sabbath observance 
where he remained. 

in one of the hotels in New 
strong and 

and he began to correspond with 
"and till the end, rejoiced in 

When Brother Jeriel Bingham was in New York in he met Brother Pitter and his in their and 
them. Brother Jeriel was impressed with Brother Pitter's zeal and enthusiasm for living and moving 

around. He had a which he rode for exercise-at eighty-three years at that time! 

After his wife's death, he became very lonesome and decided he would like to remove to Bashan. At that time, there 
was no available accommodations so he was assured that if and when the opportunity opened up for us to build a 
place, he would be given consideration to be among the first to move here. 

Then Oak House was built and a room was reserved for him. Because the only available help Bashan had at that time 
were Office, Print Shop, and outdoor it was prayerfully decided that aU would pitch in to help care for him. 

He took up residence in July of 1983. In he had a physical checkup, The doctor jokingly told him that noth-
ing was wrong with him, and that he wished that he was doing as well! 

However, he was losing weight, and no one kne'>v the real reason. He to remain in bed more and more, and 
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mentioned that he was not welL He complained of a pain in his lower abdomen. Shortly, it became more 
severe, so he was given medical attention. The doctor thought he had acute appendicitis, and sent him to the hospital 
in Monett. That was June 12. Emergency surgery was performed, which revealed that he had a large growth at the end 
of the found to be malignanL He was given six months or so to live. Sister Elva Molyneaux, a registered nurse 
from Kansas, donated a month of her time to care for him. 

After much prayer, he decided to take metabolic treatments in Arkansas. It was hard for him to continue with the 
vitamins, as he that his throat was constantly irritated from taking them. So after three months" the doc-
tor acknowledged that his condHion was that he was getting no good results. 

of time, Sister Judy Moore, another registered nurse, gave up her 
to care for him. 

in New York to come here to 

The Bashan especially Sister Foster, Brother Danny 
David Anderson, all devoted many hours of unselfish attention in 

Brother James Moore, and later Brother 
what they could for him. 

Brother Lascelles McFarlane (the Association's field worker in 
for him and ministering to his spiritual needs. 

~.,m•v~1 spent time with Brother Pitter, 

Suddenly, he took a turn for the better, walking around Bashan property, taking his vitamins and much 
better, and even writing letters to his relatives and friends. He was optimistic. This was in November, 1984. But his im
provement was short-lived. Just as his condition until he to the place where, for the last 
week, he would take but water and finally not even water. His voice was gone, and all his nurse could do for 
him was to take care of his physical and spiritual needs, and wait on the Lord. 

He exoired at 12:35 P. M. on 
be buried here at Bashan. 

January 3, 1985, and is laid to rest in Bashan's cemetery, the first to die and 

CALI.:ED BACK TO UFE 

Christ stood beside the grave and wept, 
Once in the long ago; 

He felt the pain of human grief, 
The depth of human woe. 

Death's power had claimed a trusted 
And weeping sisters told 

The brother that they loved had lain 
Four days both dead and cold. 

He stood to weep with those who wept, 
The dying sons of day. 

Then o'er the flow of human grief 
Called, "Take the stone away.'' 

That rock-bound cave was opened wide, 
And holy accents cried, 

"Lazarus, awake, rise, come forth!" 
Lived then the man who died. 

0 Mighty Conqueror of death, 
We long Thy voice to hear; 

Again chase silence from the tomb 
And bid the loved appear, 

The loved of ages who have passed 
To sleep beneath the sod. 

They wait the resurrection call, 
The mighty voice of God. 
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Dear Lord, call back the loved and lost, 
For they belong to Thee; 

Make immortality their prize 
Through love's eternity. 

-Robert Hare 

® ® ® 
BASHAN NEWSLETTER 

FACE-LIFT 

Although the Ethiopian cannot change his nor the change his spots, Bashan Newsletter can change its 
face! 

Now what we need to know is which of its new faces-angel (cover-page design) or flowering rod 15 
like the better. Please use the Incmirv Response Form at the bottom of page 15 to check your preference. 

® ® * 
THE VOICE OF KVERMORE NATHAN!EIS: Here a:re 

K wouki very much like to receive more information 
ists. 

Thank you. 

* * '{;:;; 

of some of the good letters we have been 

the Rod message and Davidian Advent-

letter from you and would like to know more about you, the Rod message, and 
.Adventists. But it must be in PRlNT and in strict as I and my husband live with 

our son and his wife and cannot ask you into his home. 

Thank you, 

* 1:; * 
After __ _ the information sent to me in an 8-Daf.!J.: ["Burdened"] letter I cannot help but see 
as lukewarm and guilty of many mmgs in the church that deep in my heart I felt were wrong, 

I have the serious r·esponsibility of 
the truth, 

two young children with my nu1!lMuu 

I would like more information on your findings. 

My heart and mind are open to the truths of God's Word. 

and I feel. it my duty to raise them in 

P. S, Your "Burdened Letter" should be sent to every church member! (California) 

* * * 
I thank you for sending me recently your Tracts 5 and 6 in the Series A. I am aware that it was sent without cost, but I 
am enclosing $3.00 for the postage for these tracts and future ones. 

If you have a brochure books and periodicals I would appreciate it if you would send one to me. 

In reading The Latter Rain, the name of V. T. Houteff is mentioned. Who is he? Also, do you have a booklet about 
your organization? 

Thank you. (Arizona) 

* * * 
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Please may I have some of your tracts to especially No. 6, Series A? 

If there is any charge, please let me know, 

Thank (California) 

·{< * * 
I have just finished reading An Urgent Letter and found much in the darkness. 

Please send me the following- Tracts Nos. 3 and also Nos. 12 and 7. 

I read your tracts on Sabbath afternoons and receive much comfort them. 

Please, may I pay the cost of them. I do not feel it fair that you should carry this burden alone. I do not have 
as I live on Social Security, but would be happy to do what I can to help. May I? 

Thank you. (Emphases belong to letter,) 

* * * 
Please send me more the Rod message and Davidian Seventh-day Adventists. 

Thank you. vnumm:!J 

* * * 
Would you please send me some literature about the sanctuary, I appreciate your fine work. May God continue to 
bless you and use you for His (Michigan) 

* * * 
OUR SENTIMENTS EXACTLY! SEND MORE INFORMATION. 

Send also to our friend .... (Pennsylvania) 

® ~ ® 

THE VOICE OF AMMI AND RUHAMAH: Here is a sample from our brethren in the field: 

Oh, how I praise the Lord, for His mercy endureth forever. 

Just a few lines to let you know that I and my family love all of the saints there. We know that the work must go on 
and that the harvest is ripe but the laborers are few. 

This past Sabbath Sister and family came over for study, in place of the eleven o'clock services. U was a 
blessing from God. Our twenty-one year old daughter was so hungry for the Truth. She wants to take the Message to 
____ where we lived for three years-1980 to '83. 

When I was in , no one I met knew anything about the Rod Message. I was so hungry when I arrived back in 
____ , December, 25. 

When I met Sister , it was a blessing from God. He knew my heart's desire was to know more about Him. 

It has been a while since I've heard from the saints. We are praying that all is well with everyone-God is going to see 
us through, Praise Him. 

May God bless and keep you until we meet. (California) 

* * * 
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Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

"And He said unto When 1 sent you without purse, and and lacked ye anything? And said, 
othingo" Luke 22:3:'L 

"Whiles it remained was it not thine own?" Acts 5:4. 

These verses have been in my ears for a week or so nmN. Let me what I am about. It's 
that it feels so good to be able to return to the Lord that which He has to be able to help His cause. 

I have been at the company where I work for 7 years. Each year at this time 
owners of the company are so I doubt it's a Christmas 

::I 
have 

before the Lord found me, we V·Jere 
it was 

me, a true 
and I was able to pay rny tithes and 

this year, there wasn't any debt I had to pay, so I can 
but nothing which can not be nurchased out of the 

it all! Of course, the 
And with the 

aU employees a bonus 

the time 
pay and still 

this 

'nlJl are bonuses ·were "mine I'xn 
ashamed of how were used. I've been and I just wanted to God for it. Too often I 
dwell on the prayer:; I haven't made rather than Him for that I have made. I pray, thereforeo that this bit win be 
a and 1NiH hasten the work on the shop. 

God bless you alL (Eastern United 

* * i::r 

I you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Lord is truly oH;:;:m<~ 
brothers and sisters are beghming to read. The Lord has blessed us to be involved in a 
the IVH:SS~ige .. 

_ some of 
group which is "i·mhrin 

I sent the ------··- in which the names and addresses of the following persons appear: _ and 
-· -~--.. , to whom I would like to send the Message, all of iL It is spreading because the sisters are overwhelmed and 
can't the news to themselves. Pray for us because we don't understand many things and have need of a 

were sent one for ten days.] 

We have been on by the grace of God. We have listened to the l''rom Eden Lost to Eden Restored, and 
Matthew, Chapter 20. Enclosed is a check for as many tapes as it will buy. We would like to have the Stone 
¥.Jngdom, Harvest, one on we should cover our heads i:n prayer and study, and whatever the last few dollars will 

Thank you for your prayers and help. We bid you God's speed. (Alabama) 

* * * 
I am sending you two Directories--one of the English church and the other of the----~ English church. 
The Lord helped me to get them. (California) 

® ® ® 
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Please do :not send me literature to as he has been dead over three years and none to ____ _ of same ad-
dress and I am not inten~sted in your literature. It goes in the trash. 

* «£'::: 1~ 

V./e do not \vish to be on your mail list. Please remove mm•t:'-Udl"lY (California) 

)~ i::t 1'-r 

Remove our names from your list NOW. 

""'" * * 
I am a true Adventist. l from my Church as it is handed down from 
the General Conference. I do not even :read the Rod materiaL I am auite satisfied with the beliefs of Sev-
enth-dav Adventists. Please do not send me any of your literature. 

17 ~'r {? 

Thank you, but do not send any more literature to us. 

Pr a ~ n 

uldn 9 t 

A church was in need of a preacher, One of the elders was interested in out .. kind of a the 
church wanted" In order to do this he a letter as thou~h it had been received from a and read it to 
the committee selectmg a new 

Gentlemen: 

nden;taJadJtng that you need a I 
I have been blessed to 

for the I have many that I think 
with power and have some success as a writer. Some say that I am 

I have gone. 

Some have :;orne me. I am over years of age. I have never in one pl.ace for 
more than three years at a time" In some I have left town after my work caused riots and disturl:Hlnce~L I haw; to 
admit that I have been in three or four times, but not because of My health is not too good, though I 
still get a good deal done, I have had to work at my trade to pay my way. 

The churches I have 
well with the different 

_ cities. I have not 
leaders in different towns where I have a:nd I am sure that 

too 
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recommend me. In some of them have threatened me, taken me into court, and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at keeping records. I have been known even to whom I have baptized. However, if you can use 
me, l shaH do my best for you, even if I have to work to help pay my way. 

The elder read this letter to the comrnittee, and asked if they were interested in the applicant. They 
would never do for their church. were not interested in any unhealthy, trouble-making, ex-

and were insulted that his application had ever been presented! But one of them did ask the 
and the elder "The PanL"~Adapted. 

* ® 
SALVATION IS BY GiFT 

It is the winter season and it is the time when we think not only of giving to but of the gratitude we should 
cherish for what others have given to us. All human giving, of course, is but a tiny reflection of God's own heart of 
love and His unspeakable gift in Christ. When we talk about the grace of God, it's to remember that the 
same word can be translated Salvation is grace. Salvation is by gift. In the one of Christ, God has us 
all other This is the of the passage in Ephesians 1, ''God has blessed us with all in 
Christ." Just as the power of God is operating in the universe to sustain it, because of God's great love for 
His so that same power is working within each believec Thus even our sanctification is the of 
God. Whether it be reoentanceo faith, iustification, sanctification~all good things are His And think of the 
of God's fm.,;,r1n grace. 

Last evening I read the confession of a man rescued from alcoholism and the warm of one he 
had wronged. Here are his words: 

"When I was in I \vas part of a initiation committee. We placed the new members in the middle of a 
stretch of country road. I was to drive my car at as a speed as at them. The was 

for them to stand firm until a signal was given to out of the way. It was a dark 1 had reached one hundred 
miles an hour and saw their looks of terror in the headlights. The was given and everyone 
one 

"I left college after that. ! later married and now have two children, The look on that boy's face as I over him 
at a hundred miles an hour in my mind all the time. I became hopelessly and finaHv be-
came a problem drinker. My wife had to work to bring the only income we had. I was at home one 
when someone rang the doorbell. I to find facing a woman 'Nho seemed strangely familiar. She sat 
down in our living room and told me she was the mother of the boy I had killed years before, She said that she had 
hated me and agonizing nights rehearsing ways to get revenge, I then listened as she told me of the love and 

that had come when she gave her heart to Christ. 

Forgiveness Changed My Whole Life 

"She said, 'I have come to let you know that I forgive you and I want you to me! I looked into her eyes that 
morning I saw deep in her eyes the permission to be the kind of man I might have been had I never killed that 
That forgiveness changed my whole life." 

Ol!!r Lord Is Free To AU Comers 

Perhaps that is how the adulterous woman of John 8 felt, also, when Jesus looked at her compassionately despite the 
awful mess she had made of her life. Does not every son and daughter of Adam need to be assured of that forgiving 
love? 

Just another thought. We are tempted to think of the Bethlehem Inn as being just a little bit like our motels. How lit
tle? at least we think there was an innkeeper who charged for the accommodation. But we are wrong. Every 
village had its place for the caravans passing through, for strangers and pilgrims. But the accommodation was 
free. We are meant to learn from this that our Lord Jesus Christ was born in the stable of an inn to show how free he is 
to all comers. The gospel is preached to every creature and shuts out none. 
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None are excluded hence 
but those 

Who do themselves ""'v'""""' 
Welcome the learned and 

The ignorant and rude. 

Though Jesus' grace can save 
the 

The poor may take their 
No mortal has a 
To in 

Come to Chri§t JMst i\§ You Ar~~: 

One didn't need a form of back there to enter a stable. And if we desire to come to Christ we can 
as we are, we can come ngm now, Christ is free for all of us and will welcome us with You 

n;;m1n,.,u to say: "But the room I have in my heart is so base." But so was the manger. Or you may say, "But it 
is so " So was the manger. "But my heart is so foul! So was the manger. "But I feel that my heart :is not 
at all fit for Christ! Nor was the manger. 

But there is one other 
if you have room for 
that there was no room for 

to say and 'We need to remember it even amid the of the season. Remember that 
from this forth the world will have no room for you. Rernembe:r it tells us i11 

that is, no room for Joseph or any more than there was for the babe. The 
'"'"'"'~mp of the world is reckoned 'vVe are not to the grace and natural of 

the lust of the eyes, the of these have no 
for the Christian. lis!.d therefore the Christian becon:Ies a 

down the broad way. 
and a 

be of cheer, ar1d ask the Lord to you. so that you can some 'Who are on the con-
course of df;ath that turn around and face the Son of and receive the best gift of an, evan the 

and eternal life. Even if you. are and remember that was true even of our 
ye in that dav. and lean for iov: for. behold. vour rev.ra:rd is great in heaven!' Luke 

® ® ® 

DESTINED-,-HQW AND FOR WHAT? 

In His God foresaw irom the the sons of Cain destined not to be 
:not because of their to be lost (God but because of their not God to avoid 

11~,,~m1m~ themselves to self-destruction. Neither man on earth nor God in Heaven can save the millions of earth 
to "the gospel of Christ" which "is the power of God unto 

themselves 11nder the condemnation of the law of God to suffer the 
of the danmecL While the is the pmver of God unto "to every one that believeth" 

it is danmation to an who destine themselves to be lost ami "All are their own choice ut~.;Iumg 

''What the 
25:20 

"·,-PK 536:2. 

believe u:nto want is instruction. What shall I do that I may save my soul?"-CWE 

What must each do to s~;;;ve his soul? In each succeeding countless brothers and sisters of Abel have found 
rM>~P·nt~ of "the present truth" (2 Pet. 1: By the power 

faith and all on the true altar of Noah "found grace in the eyes of 
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in quitting and upon Mount 
the Apo§tles taking up their cross and the early ac-

faithfully bearing the progressive truth cm:nmitted to them; E. G. White, by a 
life of consecrated ministry in bearing reproof, rebuke, and instruction in V. T. undaunted 
years of relentless opposition from the of Laodicea, by unflinchingly 

and dreadful of the Lord; and now tht:: 144,000 first-fruit servants of God, 
by sighing and crying for ail the and by following the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. 

Never have the terms of salvation, bringing one "into the bond of the covenant" (Ezek. 20:37), been static, but ever 
in by grace through and thus by retained justification-the imparted righteousness of sanctifi-

cation bv obedience to the present truth. 

Look at my friend, the penitent thief on the cross: Not only was he justified his instant faith, he was sanc-
tified by his faith that retained justification moment moment till his last breath, last heartbeat, last 

Had at any moment his faith faltered and failed, wou.ld have fled, and san.ctification~salva~ 
tion--would have been lost. 

The truth for this poor insofar as we can perceive and reasonably i.nfer, was simply to know and 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. He was and emotionally slain with the all-possessing, all-consuming 

conviction that the man next to dying as He Hved as never man lived or died before, was 
the Christ, the very Son of God. 

in the throes of dying, wonder-working grace piercingly fixed his attention, openea 
mdted his hearL stabbed his conscience, and flooded his soul with conviction, supreme faith, and peace, 

grace did now much more abound unto justification unflawed, retained, sanctified. 

So passionate and aU-pervading, so saturated and awash with grace, v;ras His soul, that his ""'H-hv 
stream of mentation, perception, and emotion was overflowing with whole-souled and with profound ac
""'"·-···-·- and adoration of Christ His Saviour. The electrifying currents of wonder-working grace, "the power of God 
unto salvation'' 1: 16), had purged him of the carnal the old man, the servant of and begotten in his 

renovated, regenerated soul that "mind ... which was also in Christ Jesus" That overwhelming 
sforming consciousness of Divine Love and Mercy so charged his soul as to sustain unwavering, unfaltering, per-

fect faith and thus unbroken, saving 

A life abounding in sin had nailed him to the cross. An eternal mmnent infinitely more abounding in grace had freed 
him from condemnation-justified him through the imputed righteousness of Christ-his title to Heaven, then sane .. 
tified him through the imparted righteousness of Christ~his fitness for Heaven. Sin put him on the cross, grace in the 
covenant took him down and put him in the Kingdom to come" Lawlessness in his being made him a sinner, grace in 
the covenant made him a saint.-.,·a born-again son of God, 

To the other poor thief, dying in excruciating pain, with calloused, unrepentant heart saturated with sin, hatred, and 
fear, destined to perdition by his own determination, the Gentle, Merciful One, Who, stretched out beside him in the 
nruneless, suffering grief of God-forsakenness, longing to save him, was but another malefactor like himself; while 
Jesus death-friend, dying with Him, expired with his being flooded with depthless sorrow and love and hope and 
peace. 

What was his destiny?-Etemal glory! And how attained? Through unwavering faith in the perceived Present Truth 
to him that his dying Friend beside him was indeed the Son of God. 

How vibrates your soul with the dying of the three on Calvary? 

You and 1-DESTINED-how and for what? 

~ * ~ 
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"A new year has commenced. What has been the record of the past year in your Christian life? How stands your 
record in Heaven? I entreat you to make an unreserved surrender to God. Have your hearts been divided? Give them 
wholly to the Lord now. Make a different life history the coming year from that of the past. Humble your souls before 
God. 'Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love Him.' Put away all pretense and affectation. Act your simple, natural self. Be 
truthful in every thought, and word, and deed, and 'in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.' 
Ever remember that the moral nature needs to be braced with constant watchfulness and prayer. As long as you look 
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to Christ, you are safe; but the moment you think of your sacrifices and difficulties, and begin to sympathize with and 
pet yourself, you lose your trust in God and are in great peril."-4T 521, 522. 

Sincerely yours to make "an unreserved 
surrender to God" in '85, 

The Bashan Brethren 
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THE THlRD STONECUTTER 

Three stonecutters were driving 
their chisels into a massive block of 
Vermont granite .. A stranger who 
happened to be passing the first cut
ter asked what he was doing. 

''I'm cutting stone,'' growled the 
laborer. 

"And you?" he asked the second. 

"I'm working for $7.50 a day," he 
replied. 

When ~he question was put to the 
third, his face lighted up and he an
swered, "I'm building a cathedral." 

This illustrates so admirably the 
three fundamental attitudes a man 
can take toward his work. 

He can be an automaton, he can be 
an opportunist, or he can be an ideal
ist. 

He can feel that he is serving time, 
he can feel that he is serving himself, 
or he can feel that he is serving socie
ty. 

But unless he is capable of realizing 
the larger significance of his work, he 
is incapable of realizing its larger op
portunities. 

He must have either vision or 
supervision. 

-Selected 


