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DAVIDIAN THEOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
AND HOW IT FUNCTIONS 

E VERY student of the ROD 

knows that the Elijah message 
is to restore all things. Among the 
many reforms this message has 
brought is the truth on theocracy, 
"government by the immediate 
direction of God."~The Winston 
Simpl~fied Dictionary. Indeed, this 
truth was taught not only in theory 
but in actuality, for when God 
reactivated the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in 1930, which had 
become quiescent in 1915, the 
governmental structure of the 
Association was purely theocratic. 
This was as it should have been, 
for this was God's plan for gov
erning His people throughout the 
ages. 

"Now all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world 
are come." 1 Cor. 10:1 L 

All through their wilderness 
wanderings, "the Israelites 'were 
continually losing sight of the fact 
that they were under divine guid
ance.' "~Levit. 30:1. Finally, they 
demanded to be like the other 
nations, and God obliged. The 
long and tragic results are left in 
the Bible for our "ensample." But 
who profits from examples? Only 
the wise, those who have had their 
ears attuned to God's voice are 

those have escaped the deadly trap 
of the enemy. 

Rejecting Heaven's order of 
leading and directing them as a 
people, the children of Israel con
tinued in their rebellion, until 
finally at the crucifixion of Christ, 
they declared the blasphemous 
words "We have no king but 
Caesar." Witness the tragic results 
of this course of action: 

"Thus by choosing a heathen 
ruler, the Jewish nation had with
drawn from the theocracy. They 
had rejected God as their king. 
Henceforth they had no deliverer. 
They had no king but Caesar. To 
this the priests and teachers had 
led the people. For this, with the 
fearful results that followed, they 
were responsible. A nation's sin 
and a nation's ruin were due to 
the religious leaders."~DA 737, 
738. 

When God's timepiece struck 
the hour for the establishment of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
the last, and therefore the remnant 
Church in the Christian dispensa
tion, He used the prophetic foun
dation upon which to build this 
Church. It was His purpose at that 
time to reestablish the theocracy 
here on this earth. So as history 
records, He reactivated the living 
Spirit of Prophecy and used a sev-

(3) 
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enteen-year-old girl to guide those 
who were earnestly searching for 
light and truth. Thus the early 
Advent believers were blessed in 
knowing that they arose on the 
scene of action in accordance with 
the fulfillment of prophecy, and 
with prophetic guidance. But his
tory repeated itself: modem Israel 
(the SDA Church) repeated the 
mistakes of ancient Israel. They 
did not want to be guided by the 
living voice of Inspiration. Over 
and over again they rejected the 
Lord's counsels, until they decided 
to choose "one man as the General 
Conference President" although 
the counsel given was "it was not 
wise" to do so (seeTM 342:1). As 
a result of "democratic" voting 
today, much politicking is done in 

the church elections, whether they 
are at local or conference levels. 
This is a known fact among work
ers, ministers, and lay persons at 
church election time. In fact so 
jealous are they of each other's 
office, and of their trying to 
manipulate even the voting record, 
that in the 1994 fall council, they 
discussed the changes to be made 
in the elections of officers in the 
various levels of the Church to be 
controlled by the higher organiza
tions. This sparked heated opposi
tion since several members of the 
committee believed "that higher 
organizations could use the issu
ance of credentials in a way to 
control lower organization." See 
Annual Councill994. 

(Continued on page 5.) 
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ANNUAL COUNCIL 1994 

With more than 200 agenda 
items, 180 adjunct committee 
meetings, and more than 600 
pages of materials, this year's 
Annual Council of the General 
Conference Executive Committee 
will go down in history as one of 
its most significant meetings. 
More than 300 leaders from 
around the world took part in the 
eight-day assembly held October 
3-10. 
Church Management 

Perhaps the most far-reaching 

item discussed by the committee 
was the report of the Commission 
on World Church Organization 
(COWCO). This large body spent 
three years studying every facet of 
church management, from the lo
cal church to the General Confer
ence, and recommended signifi
cant structural changes. 

Linkage. The first group of rec
ommendations from COWCO sug
gested greater linkage between the 
General Conference, the 11 world 
divisions of the GC, union confer-
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To eliminate all this politicking, 
bickering, suspicion, backbiting, 
mind God in His mercy 
intended that the Church should be 
governed only "His theocracy." 
Says the Spirit of Truth: 

" ... We are sacredly denomi-
nated God and are under His 
theocracy."-7T 109:1. 

And speaking to one of the 
workers, this was further left on 
record: 

" ... The place assigned you 
the Lord was under Him in the 

divine theocracy."-8T 180:3. 
Either these statements are true 

or false. Of course it was God's 
plan to have the Church operate as 
a divine theocracy. But God's peo
ple wanted a different order of 
things. They preferred to be gov
erned by men rather than God. 

"Time has already demon
strated that the SDA organization 
is fulfilling the type. Prefening to 
incorporate and to elect officers 
by the people's vote, they have 

(Continued on page 6.) 
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ANNUAL COUNCIL 1994 

ences, local conferences, union 
missions, and local missions. 

From the start, many committee 
members voiced strong opposition 
to a measure that would say the 
General Conference president 
works as the "chief executive offi
cer" of the church. Many felt that 
the wording vested too much 
power in the GC presidency and 
sounded too much like a secular 
corporate hierarchy. After a 
lengthy the wording 
was changed to say that "the presi
dent is the first officer." 

The next linkage recommenda
tion passed, but after consid
erable discussion. It designates 
officers of higher organizations as 
ex officio members of the execu
tive committees of lower organiza-

tions. These officers would have 
voting rights, but their total vote 
could not make up more than 10 
percent of the regular committee 
membership present. 

Another provision under the 
linkage group sparked a debate that 
lasted nearly two hours. Under the 
proposed measure, ministerial cre
dentials for the officers of divi
sions, union conferences, and local 
conferences would not be granted 
by the local organization but by the 
next higher organization. 

Several committee members 
voiced fervent opposition to the 
measure, believing that higher or
ganizations could use the issuance 
of credentials as a way to control 
lower organizations. 

''My own people [constituents] 
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thereby manifested that they have 
cared not so much to please God 
by being 'a peculiar people,' as He 
would have them to be, as they 
have to please themselves by being 
as much as possible like the other 
denominations-just as in Saul's 
time the people wanted to be like 
the nations round about them 
(l Sam. 8:5, 7)."-8Tr. 48, 49, 1949 
Edition; 44:2, 1988 Edition. 

In the early days, when the 
General Conference in session was 
truly "the voice of God to His peo
ple," there was a simple method of 
voting. Today the Church is too 

ANNUAL COUNCIL 1994 (Cmnt'd) 

would have a very difficult time 
understanding why I would have 
credentials extended from a higher 
body when I'm directly responsi
ble to them," said Lake Region 
Conference president Norman 
Miles. "They would feel that I'm 
neither responsible nor responsive 
to them. 

"This is a fundamental change 
in the way we do business." He 
continued. "This is a corporate 
model, not an ecclesiastical model, 
and will do more harm than good." 

Ministry editor David Newman 
asked a question that highlighted 
the control issue. He asked, "What 
if a union decides a local confer
ence president should not have 

sophisticated to follow this simple 
voting procedure, and since the 
General Conferences held today 
are for display and show, pomp 
and extravagance, when thousands 
of dollars in the five or six digit 
numbers are expended to hold 
them in different parts of the 
world, matters pass from as many 
as eight or twelve committees over 
a period of a year to twenty 
months, before they are even taken 
to the General Conference in Ses
sion to be voted on. See How Does 
the Church Make Decisions? 

(Continued on page 7.) 

credentials and the body that e
lected the officer wanted to retain 
him?" 

Allegheny East Conference 
president Alvin Kibble said, 
"Whether we want to acknowledge 
it or not, the perception of the 
organization's effort to grab power 
from the local entities would be 
strongly felt with the passing of 
this item." 

Kibble continued, "I wish to 
remind the body that local confer
ences were primary in the organi
zation of the church and the larger I 
hierarchy developed subsequently 
to serve and not to rule." 

Susan Sickler, of Dayton, Ohio, 
a member of the commission, said, 
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How divinely inspired are these 
words: 

"Now is the time when we 
should closely connect with God, 
that we may be hid when the 
fierceness of His wrath is poured 
upon the sons of men. We have 
wandered away from the old land
marks. Let us return. If the Lord be 
God, serve Him; if Baal, serve Him. 
Which side will you be on?"-5T 
137:3. 

Since 1929/1930, God's Voice, 
His precious Shepherd's Rod mes
sage, has been sounding through
out Laodicea. In those days, when 
they were not so many discordant 
voices or ministries sounding in 
the Church, when there was not 
such a large flow of mail sent out 
to people, when prejudice was not 

as thick as it is today against the 
message, people were anxious to 
receive the literature, to read and to 
weigh evidences. Consequently the 
Rod message received many favor
able responses throughout many of 
the churches here in the United 
States and Canada. Many were lis
tening and eagerly reading the 
message at it reached their homes. 
However, interest soon waned as 
opposition increased against the 
message, and as various intellectu
als and scholars arose with their 
ministries in the Church. The Rod 
today is scorned and ridiculed and 
looked down upon because its 
teachers and adherents are not 
among the so-called great and 
scholarly in the Church. As in 

(Continued on page 8.) 

11127 PE?F??TF II I Iii FE?RWt!" ff !E •n &1 

ANNUAL COUNCIL 1994 (Ccmt'd) 

"I would beg that we give the Holy 
Spirit room to operate and not try 
to claim a hierarchical control that 
will cause people to fight against 
us." 

After a number of committee 
members spoke, the measure was 
amended so that officers of union 
and local conferences would not 
be included in the resolution. The 
only officers to be affected under 
the new policy would be the divi
sion officers. 

General Conference president 

Robert S. Folkenberg explained 
that the proposed policy already 
was in operation for union mis
sions and missions. And since 
division officers are elected at GC 
sessions, few would see any prob
lem with those officers receiving 
their credentials from the GC. 

All of these measures, which 
involve changes to the GC consti
tution and bylaws, will go to the 
1995 GC Session for final ap
proval. 

-AR, Oct. 20, 1994, pp. 6, 7 + 
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Christ's day, so today (read TM 1376:1)."- Levit. 21:1. 
69, 70). What is Heaven's order for His 

Thank God for the "man of wis
dom," the man who truly hears and 
knows God's Voice-His Rod. So 
for these God is in the process of 
restoring Davidic-Levitical order. 

God's Purpose for Davidic
Levitkal Order 

" 'God is a God of order. Every
thing connected with heaven is in 

order; subjection and thor
ough discipline mark the move
ments of the angelic host Success 
can only attend order and harmo
nious action. God requires order 
and system in His work now no 
less than in the days of Israel' (PP 

Association at this climactic hour? 
What order is to be preserved in it? 
What caused a break in this order? 

All break-away groups from 
God's true Association know that 
God must have an Association to 
finish the work. " ... This Associa
tion .. .is to implement that 'great 
reformatory movement' and purifi
cation called for 'among God's 
people' (5T 80:0; 9T 126:1)."
Levit. 12:2. 

"The objects of this Association 
is to bring about among God's 
people that reformation called for 
in Testimonies, Volume 9, page 
126, as the prerequisite movement 

(Continued on page 9.) 

HOW DOES THE CHURCH MAKE DECISIONS? 

When the 1995 General Confer
ence seesion meets in Utrecht, 
Netherlands, June .29 to July 8, 
approximately 2,600 delegates 
from the Adventist church's 11 
world divisions will be voting on 
scores of resolutions, guidelines, 
constitutional changes, policy 
amendments, and SDA Church 
Manual changes. Many world 
leaders will also be elected for the 
quinquennium. 

As numerous items reach the 
floor for discussion and vote, their 
placement on the agenda repre-

sents the end of a long approval 
process that often. takes months, 
and at times years, to complete. 

The GC session, a world busi
ness meeting held every five years, 
brings together the church's 
largest governing body. No other 
meeting gamers such a representa
tive body from all areas of the 
world. However, agenda items for 
a GC session are normally deter
mined at the Annual Council ses
sion that precedes it-in this case, 
the October 3-10, 1994, meeting. 

The resolutions must go through 
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to the Eleventh-hour hour, and he~ce only ONE~ 1~~~ I 
Call."--Id. 5:1. in harmony with the Rod. This 

Because Davidians of every hue ONE Association knows that in 
and color recognize that there must order to have a functional heaven
be an Association to carry the mes- approved Association, there must 
sage to the Church, whenever there be officers chosen in accordance 
is disagreement in the various with Davidic-Leviticallaw, as cod
groups, the first thing they do is to ified in The Leviticus. And that 
split off and to start another 
Association even when 

reorganize themselves in Hill, Exeter, Mo., and which was 
another split-off group, they do not reorganized in Los Angeles, Cali
da so in accordance with Davidic- August 1961, and from 
Levitical law as is found in The which all the other so-called Asso
Leviticus. So although all of these ciations have off. This reorga
split-off groups agree that there nization occurred after the great 
must be an Association to take the betrayal Sister Houteff and her 
message to the Church, only ONE Council, beginning in 1959. When 
kl1ows how God is working at this (Continued on page 
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HOW DOES THE CHURCH MAKE DECISIONS? 

through a number of committees 
before reaching the GC session. 

are made at the 
request of a division or rl"''""'·hnPnt 

of the General Conference. To 
illustrate the process, here are two 
items that could very well be dis
cussed in Utrecht. 

Far Eastern Division Name 
Change. In 1993 Adventist leaders 
in the Far Eastern Division (FED) 
discussed the possibility of a name . 
change. "The term Far East is a ' 
colonial term that comes out of a 
period when the British controlled 
the area," says Lauy Colburn, an 

associate secretary of the General 
Conference. "It has negative con
notations, often ask, 'Where 
are we far east from? Certainly not 
uHl.",<"!JCJH,, Or Japan.' 

"Today the within the 
division is more commonly referred 
to as the Asia-Pacific region. So 
our leaders want the division's 
name to reflect this," Colburn 
explains. 

To gain input from area church 
leaders, the division each of 
its 12 unions. In November 
at the division's year-end business 
session, FED president P. D. Chun 
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Davidians were floundering with
out a visible leader, then God in 
His great plan for His people 
brought them together in the reor
ganization of the Association in 
1961. It took divine inspiration, in 
the first place, to bring about the 
reestablishment of God's Associa
tion, to carry out His purpose for 
the waming of the Church as codi
fied in The Leviticus, pages 5, 12. 

Inspiration's Order for His 
Association 

Before the organization of the 
Association in 1961, a session had 
to be called. This was done ac
cording to the instructions left in 

The Leviticus. (See The Leviticus, 
page 7, Article V--Sessions.) And 
all through the Session, Davidic
Levitical order was maintained. 
God's plan in carrying out His 
purpose for the Association was to 
have heaven-appointed officers to 
lead and direct His work. Al
though for an interim period, the 
Association functioned by elected 
officers (since that was all the light 
Davidians had at that time), God 
brought the full light on Davidic
Levitical order in 1970-that the 
officers were to be appointed, not 
elected. Who are the regular offi
cers? Inspiration's answers: 

(Continued on page 11.) 

HOW DOES THE CHURCH MAKE DECISIONS? (Cont'd) 

reported on the findings ofthe sur
vey. The division then sent a re
quest to the General Conference 
Secretariat for a name change to 
the Asia-Pacific Division. 

The Secretariat staff voted its 
approval and forwarded the request 
to the General Conference Admin
istrative Committee in early 1994. 
From there the request went to the 
General Conference Division Of
ficers and Union Presidents Com
mittee (GCDOUP), which ap
proves every item for the GC 
Committee's Spring Meeting. 

Though FED officials had 
hoped to begin using the new name 

this year, members of the General 
Conference Executive Committee 
felt the item should go to the 
Utrecht GC session. 

In order for this item to get on 
the GC session agenda, it must be 
placed on the agenda for the An
nual Council meeting October 3-
10, 1994. Before final approval of 
the Annual Council, it must again 
be approved by the GCDOUP 
Committee. 

By the time the action is finally 
discussed in Utrecht, eight com
mittees will have seen the item 
within a period of 20 months. 

-AR, Oct 20, 1994, p. 16. + 
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"The regular officers of this 
Association shall be a president, a 
vice president, a secretary, and a 
treasurer."-Levit 5, 6. 

"(b) The president shall be 
called and chosen in accordance 
with the procedure set forth in 
Exodus, chapter three, verses ten, 
fifteen, and sixteen; chapter 
verse seventeen, Ezekiel, chapter 
three, verse seventeen and Luke, 
chapter six, verse thirteen. 

All other officers of this 
Association shall be appointed."
Id. 6:1, 2. 

In Exodus 3:15, 16 and Ezekiel 
3: 17, God Himself called Moses 
and Ezekiel. They heard God's 
voice. In Luke 6:13, Jesus called 
the twelve disciples. Did the disci
ples hear the voice of God the 
Father calling the disciples? No. 
Whose voice did they hear? Jesus 
of Nazareth. Did they recognize 
Him to be the Son of God at that 
time? Certainly not. But as God's 
representative on earth at that time, 
He had the authority to call the 
twelve disciples. 

In Deuteronomy 34:9, and 
l Kings 19:16, last part, Moses 
appointed Joshua, and Elijah 
appointed Elisha. The question to 
be answered by the opponents of 
the present mode of appointment in 
God's Association is: Are Joshua's 
and Elisha's calls valid, since they 
were not appointed directly by God 
as was Moses and Ezekiel? Of 

course the answer is emphatically 
Yes, their respective appointment 
to the prophetic office was valid. 
For although Joshua and Elisha 
were not directly called by God, 
yet they were put into Office only 
by God's inspiring His servants 
Moses and Elijah to make the 
respective appointments. God's 
people at that time recognized 
Joshua as their leader, and Elisha 
as the one to succeed Elijah. They 
accepted these persons because 

knew God was leading Moses 
and Elijah and not man. 

From these examples we see 
that there are two ways in which 
the President of the Association 
can be called: (1) either a calling 
directly from God; or (2) by an 
appointment through God's chosen 
representative on this earth. For 
reasons known only to God, point 
No.2 is the way He has chosen to 
lead and direct His Association at 
this time. And since this is so, then 
the "man of wisdom" who truly 
hears the Rod, will have no diffi
culty in accepting it. Only the 
office seekers, those who covet the 
office themselves are the ones to 
oppose heaven's order at this time. 

The President also "acts as 
chairman of the Executive Council, 
as chief administrator of the affairs 
of the Association, and as a worker 
and minister in the general interest 
of the Association."-Levit 6:2, 
Section 3. 



12 BASHAN TIDINGS 

Note carefully that it is the 
President who "acts as chairman 
of the Executive Council." "Meet
ings of the Executive Council may 
be called by the chairman or by 
any member of the Council so 
appointed or delegated by hilR"
Levit. 9:5. 

And note carefully again: if 
there is no President/Chairman to 
call an Executive meeting, or to 
delegate another to do so, there 
can be no Executive Council 
meetings! In the very nature of this 
fact, all other so--called Asso
ciations operate illegally, for with
out a functional president, they 
cannot have an Executive 
and hence can have no Executive 
meetings. Despite the noises they 
make, they are all outside Davidic
Levitical order, and are operating 
illegally! What they have are little 
"playhouses" of their own making 
which exist solely to be a nuisance 
factor to God's true Association, a 

of Zerubbabel's trouble. It is 
interesting to note that these vari
ous from God's Associa
tion, from the very inception of the 
first one, have as their founding 

H. G. Warden, long-time 
believer of the Rod, and a support
er of Sister Houteff's failed predic
tions in 1959, These different 
offs, operating illegally, fight 

each other as they vie for 
Jacob's affection. But in one thing 

are they united: to 

God's true Association, located 
here on Bashan Hill, Exeter, Mo. 
65647-9752. 

How is the Executive Council 
of The Leviticus chosen, and when 
will they occupy a fully functional 
office? 

All other officers of this 
Association shall be appointed in 
accordance with the procedure set 
forth in Numbers, chapter eleven, 
verses sixteen, seventeen, twenty
four, and twenty-five, and in 
chapter six, verses one to seven; 
and thirteen, verses one to 
three."-Levit. 6:2. 

" The Executive Council 
shall. be patterned after the Council 
described in chapter six, 
verses two to six."-Id. 9:1. 

Note the procedure of 
ing the Council members is the 
same as was in the days of Moses 
and the apostles. Moses appointed 
the seventy; the apostles chose 
men who were "full of the 
Ghost." 

None of these split-off Associa
tions with their so-called Execu
tive Councils have any semblance 
of what is described in the afore-

two paragraphs from The 
Leviticus. Since there are no heav
en-appointed presidents in the vari
ous split-off Associations, there 
can be no Council members ap
pointed. The Leviticus does not call 
for an elected Council. And what is 
more, none of these so-called 
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elected ones are "full of the Holy 
Ghost" as is described in Acts 6:3. 
But they are elected in the democ
ratic way, the people's vote influ
enced mainly by inside politicking. 
In fact, so great is the desire of 
their leaders to continue in their 
office year after year that a lot of 
shady dealings, along with under
handed methods of influencing 
votes occur among themselves, 
which in a large degree is responsi
ble for their further splitting among 
themselves! How clear it should be 
to every reader and student of the 
Rod that all of these split-off Asso
ciations, warring among them
selves are operating illegally and 
unconstitutionally, and therefore 
are not operating in accordance 
with Davidic-Levitical order. 

To keep in steady focus is the 
fact that when God's servants are 
sealed, the Association purpose 
and work will become all-embrac
ing to the Gospel. "Then its Con
stitution and Bylaws as herein cod
ified will become fully operative." 
-'-Levit., preface. It is at this time 
that God will have an Executive 
Council "full of the Holy Ghost 
and of wisdom." Until that time, 
all other so-called Executive Coun
cil are only the "hum of a hum
bug," as the Rod designates such to 
be. 

Another significant point is the 
following: 

"(b) It [the Executive Council] 

shall have full executive and ad
ministrative power between ses
sions of the Association."-Levit. 
9:2. 

" ... The president shall [be] 
... chief administrator. .. of the As
sociation."-Id. 6:3. 

If administrative power waG 
given to both the Executive 
Council and the President at the 
same time, there would be a clash 
in executive and administrative 
power. So in the very logic of this 
point, the Executive Council of 
Acts 2:2-6 is not now in Office and 
will not be until God has "sealed" 
servants, such indeed who will be 
full of the Holy Ghost, of faith, and 
of wisdom. 

God's Chariot of Truth, 
Ordering and Directing 

His Work 

So again in the present mode of 
the Association, God has Davidic
Levitical order which calls for con
stitutional Association, a structure 
built on a theocratic, not a democ
ratic platform. It is a divinely led 
Association which is to finish the 
work in the Church through the 
direction from the chariot of truth 
based at its headquarters. "The 
fact, therefore, that from the char
iot the Lord commands the prophet 
to go speak, bear the message, to 
His people ... solemnly reveals that 
the chariot, though invisible to 
human beings (as to the 'young 
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man' were the chariots which cov
ered the mountains-2 Kings 6: 17), 
has already arrived. And since it is 
already here, it must of course be 
the Divine instrumentality through 
which, as a sort of base of opera
tions, the Lord is ordering and 
directing His work, and through 
which He shall do so until 'this 
gospel of the Kingdom ... be 
preached in an the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and ... the 
end come.' Matt. 24:14."-lTr. 
37, 38, 1941 Edition; 35:1, 2, 1982 
Edition. 

Elijah the Last Prophet 
to the Church 

The question that the many 
split-off Associations pose, but 
cannot answer, is that if Elijah is 
the last prophet to the Church, how 
can there be any other prophetic 
mode at this time, since antitypical 
Elijah was laid to rest almostforty 
years ago? Although this question 
was answered at length in the TID

INGS, May- July 1994, pages 3-11, 
let us look at it from a different 
angle. What is Elijah's testimony 
concerning his work? 

"(3) That as the Elijah of 
Christ's first advent was one per
son, and also as the Elijah of Mt. 
Cannel of old was one person, not 
a multitude of priests, then by 
parity of reasoning the Elijah of 
today must also be one person."
GCS 32:2. 1954 Edition; 26:5, 

1990 Edition. 
"Since God is not experiment

ing, and since He means just what 
He says, there should be no doubt 
in your minds that the Scriptures 
concerning antitypical Elijah (he 
who is to awaken the Church and 
to warn the Laodiceans of the 
'great and dreadful day of the 
Lord') make sure that he is one 
person."--Id. 34:2, 1954 Edition; 
28:1, 1990 Edition. 

" ... His work and his interpre
tation of the prophecies of the 
great day will identify him as the 
promised Elijah the prophet."
Id. 7:3, 1954 Edition; 6, 7, 1990 
Edition. 

" ... And as Elijah comes just 
before that begins, he must 
necessarily be the one who is 
to interpret these prophecies of 
the day, and who consequent
ly announces that the day is at 
hand. 

"This surely confinns the con
clusion that since Elijah is to her
ald the great day, he can therefore 
be the only one who will rightly 
interpret the prophecies of the day, 
which are still mysteries to Chris
tendom .... To reemphasize the fact, 
let it be said again that being the 
last of the prophets,. Elijah is, there-

the only one who can open to 
our understanding all the prophe
cies of the Scriptures pertaining to 
the great and dreadful day of the 

I Lord-prophecies which heretofore 
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have been only mysteries to all. 
Thus he is, as the Scriptures say, to 
blow the trumpet in Zion and to 
sound an alarm in God's holy 
mountain, in the Church."-Id. 

2, 1954 Edition; 15, 16, 1990 
Edition. 

It is clear to see, then, that anti
typical Elijah is the last inter-pre
tative prophet to the Church. 
(These and many other statements 
in the General Conference Special 
puts to route all those who have 
come up with new interpretation of 
the Scriptures. They are charlatans, 
used by the enemy, and not indeed 
God's prophetic mouthpiece.) 
Elijah, Brother Houteff, put the 
interpretations of the great and 
dreadful day in the bowl (the pub
lications, lTG 14:20:0, 1953, 1986 
Editions; 6Tr. 23:3, 1942 Edition; 
24:2, 1988 Edition; 3Ans. 32:1, 
1944 Edition; 27:3, 1987 Edition), 
hence the bowl is full because 
Elijah, the last interpretative 
prophet, filled the bowl with in
spired Truth, is no longer alive, 
and he himself testified that we 
have a golden bowl full of oil (6Tr. 
44:1, 1942 Edition; 41 1988 Ed
ition). There can be no more oil 
put into the full bowl-no other in
terpretative prophet to the Church 
with any new interpretation. 

What Remains To Be Done 
With the Bowl Full of Oil 

What is the Rod testimony con-

ceming a message other than that 
of Elijah: 

"What is more, should God 
send another than Elijah, that is, 
someone with a message other 
than of the great and dreadful day 
of the Lord, he will not claim to be 
the Elijah, he will not lie."-GCS 
23:1, 1954 Edition; 19:1, 1990 
Edition. 

What remains now to be done is 
not putting more oil in the golden 
bowl, not coming up with extra
Rod interpretations, but taking the 
oil out of the bowl. And since it 
took inspiration to put the oil in the 

it must take inspiration to get 
the oil out of the bowl. Hence, God 
is using a Porter, one other than 
Elijah, who will "not claim to be 
the Elijah," one who "will not lie." 
The very nature of his work, taking 
the oil out of the binding up 
the testimony, not interpreting the 
Scriptures, shows that he is not 
claiming to be Elijah, and that he is 
not the Elijah. 

What does his work entail? He 
is to "bind up" the Rod tP~hrrlnn 
he is to "inspect" the sheep; to let 
into the sheepfold "only those who 
have complied with an the :re
quirements"; he is to "authorize 
the shepherds," and to prepare 
"inspired" teachers to take the oil 
out of the golden bowl to supply 
the candlestick. In doing all of this, 
he is the one through whom "the 
Spirit of Prophecy is manifested." 
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(See lTG 1:19, 20, 1953 Edition; 
22, 23, 1984 Edition.) 

So let all opposers and Bashan 
haters take this to heart: the work 
of the hour is not to produce the 
Rod or interpret the Scriptures, not 
to come up with something new 
and exciting, but solely to bind up 
the testimony, to be in "charge" of 
the work, and to carry out all other 
duties as is specified in the above 
paragraph, as codified in The Levit
icus for our time, before the King
dom. Since only God's vanguard 
Association, located on Bashan 
Hill, RR 1, Box 1130, Exeter, Mis
souri, 65647-9752, is doing this 

then the Keys of the King
dom must necessarily be passed on 
to this Association. How solemn, 

is this thought that, "whatso
ever thou shalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatso
ever thou shalt loosed on earth 
shall be loosed in Heaven." Matt. 
16:19. 

"Plainly, then, the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven are in the 
hands of those who have the Truth 
for the day."-2TG 29:9:4, 1953 
Edition; 9:2, 1980 Edition. 

In Summation 

God has a divinely led Associa
tion, structured after the order of 
Davidic-Levitical law. This law 
was put in the golden bowl by 
Elijah the prophet. This Associa-

tion is to "implement" the work of 
revival and reformation in the 
Church. In doing this work, it has 
divinely appointed officers, and a 
Porter/President, who is put "in 
charge" to let into the sheepfold 
only those who have complied 
with the requirements. He is to 
keep out of the sheepfold the 
"thieves and robbers" (1TG2:19:3, 
4, 1953 Edition; 21:3, 4, 1984 Edi
tion). He is to have authorized 
shepherds and inspired teachers. 
Since Elijah is the last interpreta
tive prophet to the Church, there is 
not to be any more interpretation 
put into the golden bowl. What 
remains to be done is to "bind up 
the testimony, to seal the law 
among His disciples." In doing all 
this he is to have the Spirit of 
Prophecy manifested through him. 
When all this work is done, and 
God has His sealed servants ready 
to stand on Mt. Zion, then the rest 
of the Davidic-Levitical law as is 
codified in The Leviticus will 
become fully operative. 

Now God's pasture is on 
Bashan Hill, from which He is 
feeding His "little ones" (Zech. 
13:7). Necessarily then, the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven have 
passed on to "His chosen and 
Spirit-filled ones," and "Truth's 
decisions on earth are the decisions 
in Heaven" (2TG 29:6:3, 1953 
Edition; 6:2, 1980 Edition). "He 
that hath an ear, let him hear." 0 
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CHRISTIANITY AND CULTS: 

AN ANALYSIS OF LIBERALISM AND ITS RESULTS 

Part II 

I N our study of wrong actions 
and their results, 

Adventism 
example of how doctrinal misin
terpn~tation and excessive 
zational authority produce divi
sion and fanaticism. 

In its early days, the Adventist 
Church was and 
nonhierarchical. Through the 
years, however, it 
became based 
largely on the belief that the 
General Conference of the Church 

Members 
to view deci

sions and actions of the General 
Conference as 
and that the General Conference is 
"the voice of God to the " 
something akin to an infallible 
body. is significant that Ellen 
G. a strong advocate of 
church organization, re
jected the General Conference be
cause of its serious departures 
from Bible truth.) The Adventist 

unfortunate I y, has come 
to see itself in overly exclusive 
terms, choosing to ignore or 
oppose the Bible doctrine of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, an invisi
ble fold that includes individuals 
in all Christian groups who have 

the "faith of Jesus" and the love of 
truth. 

ventist Church rejects the doctrine 
of the harvest of the Great Multi
tude, who comprise the 
Church invisible. To an 
extent, the Adventists teach that 
salvation comes the 
visible the Adventist 
Church. By this standard, anyone 
who does not hold formal mem

in the SDA Church could 
not be saved. This fallacy pro
duces unfortunate results: if one is 
deemed a one is expelled 
from the church without regard 
for the Biblical of 
beliefs. For too many 
the deciding factor in any question 
or contention is the position of the 
General Conference or other 
church leaders on the matter. The 
weight of the highest body of the 
visible church is considered all
important, while the importance 
of Bible truth is minimized. Also 
minimized is the sanctity of each 
believer's right to hear, judge, and 
act upon Bible truth independent 
of what the highest body of the 
visible church deems correct. 
Instead, the organized churc~ 
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elevated to prime status and church 
officials hold ultimate power over 
the world church. Significantly, 
even though local congregations 
build their own churches, they are 
owned by the Adventist confer
ences, showing the strictly hierar
chical structure of Adventism. 

Another serious problem in 
Adventism has been its almost 
total reliance upon apocalyptic 
eschatology to win new converts. 
There is a lopsided emphasis upon 

war, famine, social breakdown, 
natural disasters, and violent 
events around the world. In recent 
TV adds for its "Revelation Semi
nars" in Canada, the Adventist 
Church used grizzly video footage 
of U.S. Army troops slain in 
Somalia. Understandably, this pro
voked strong reaction in a Cana
dian newspaper. (See related arti
cle, Adventists Advertise the Apoc
alypse.) 

(Continued on page 
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ADVENTISTS ADVERTISE THE APOCALYPSE 

Should churches use personal 
tragedies to advertise their evange
listic campaigns? Clearly not. 
There is no lack of news about 
trauma, tragedy, and trouble, but 
there is a lack of preaching saving 
grace, the righteousness of Christ, 
the fruit of the Spirit, and present 
truth. Adventism has long been 
known for over-emphasizing war, 
famine, death, and destruction. 
Why? Adventists think this proves 
the validity of their message. (This 
is in Adventist churches, one 
hears much more about 666 than 
the seal of God.) Does Adventism 
still play up fears of war and social 
disorder to attract people to its 
meetings? 

A recent event in Canada 
proves that it does. The Kamloops 
(British Columbia) Daily News 

published the following letter in its 
January 20, 1994 edition. "This is 
regarding the recent commercial 
about The Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse produced by the 
Seventh-day Adventists currently 
airing on local TV. I find it 
astounding that a modern day 
parochial organization would use 
such insensitive media. Nightly, 
we are assailed the vision of an 
obviously dead U.S, soldier 
dragged through the streets, amid 
cheering Somalis. The use of 
media in this fashion surely must 
be considered pornography of the 
worst kind. Scare tactics employed 
by this organization in a blatant 
attempt to further their own agen
da smacks of cultism. I sincerely 
hope that no relatives of the de
ceased view this atrocious com-
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Not surprisingly, the Mother 
Church's misguided apocalyptic 
emphasis sets the tone for the mul
titude of independent Adventist 
groups that take the apocalyptic 
theology to new heights of (mis)
emphasis and (un)refinement. Too 
often excluded are the truly impor
tant Biblical themes of salvation 
through Christ's atonement on the 
cross, His mediatorial work as our 
High Priest, the purifying of the 
people of God, the sanctifying of 
the elect, the sealing and saving of 

the 144,000, the establishment of 
the glorious Kingdom of Jesus 
Christ on earth, and the vast in
gathering of the final gospel har
vest that will produce a multitude 
so great that no man can number 
it 

Denominatiornal Control 

The spirit of denominatiornal 
control in Adventism has produced 
a church that many members 

(Continued on page 20.) 

ADVENTISTS ADVERTISE THE APOCALYPSE (Cont'd) 

merciaL Imagine their pain and 
suffering-to see their kinfolk 
nightly dragged through unfriend
ly, foreign streets. The use of this 
degrading commercial speaks vol
umes about this so-called reli
gion.-Greg Gordon, CFJC TV." 

Should Christians preach death 
and destruction or life and salva
tion? Jesus said, "Ye shall hear of 
wars and rumors of wars: see that 
ye be not troubled: ... For nation 
shall rise against nation, and king
dom against kingdom: and there 
shall be famines, and pestilences, 
and earthquakes, in divers places." 
Matt. 24:6, 7. The message of 
building character for eternity 
through Christ's righteousness is 
of the utmost importance. Talk of 
famine, war, death, and disease 

cannot draw people to God, but the 
truth of Jesus has world-shaking 
power to end these miseries. "See 
that ye be not troubled," said Jesus, 
but "be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the Son of 
man cometh." Matt 24:6,44. 

For present-truth believers, the 
essential message is the sealing of 
the people of God, the righteous
ness of Christ, and the imminent 
establishment of the Kingdom of 
Christ. If these powerful present
truth messages are presented as 
they should, there will be no time 
for the doom and gloom scenarios 
that are used to scare people into 
studying the host of false gospels 
that are presently confusing both 
the world and the church. + 
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believe is too formal, too dry, and 
too cold. Adventism, s vH~jJl!<t.:> 

upon works-based salvation has 
also caused a reaction among many 
members, who have become weary 
of a religion that often stresses 

works over right
eousness through Christ. 

of the works-for-right
eousness program is "Harvest 
Ingathering," which has unfortu
nately tmned into a moneymaking 
plan rather than a 

In turn, this has fostered 
the Celebration Movement, which 
has been charged with pentecostal
ist tendencies. Another reaLctlonai 
movement is the "1888 Move
ment," a look back to 

and 
A. T. Jones attempted to redirect 
the thinking of Adventists from 
salvation through works to salva
tion through faith. Adventism's 

upon end-time events, 
without sufficiently stressing 
Christ's atonement, has also 
produce an impenetrable wall of 
belief in salvation through proph
ecy instead of salvation through 
Christ and His righteousness, to 
which every believer has access. 
Most converts to Adventism are 
attracted to the Church because of 
its prophetic interpretations, not so 
much because of its teachings con
cerning atonement theology. (Sig-

The Shepherd's Rod 
message is largely concerned with 

atonement theology, as exempli
fied in its emphasis upon the judg
ment and the harvest and the sanc
tuary doctrines.) Thus, Advent
ism's failure to sufficiently present 
Christ as Creator, Revealer, Sus
tainer, Sacrifice, Redeemer, Inter
cessor, Mediator, High Priest, and 
King of the Eternal Kingdom has 
caused a spiritual barrenness that 
people have sought to alleviate 
either starting, or the mul
titude of independent groups with-
in the Adventist fold today. The 
resultant division from both the left 
and right is responsible for the 800 
groups or individuals in North 
America who believe they-and 

alone-have the true version 
of Adventism. 

Division and disunity within 
Adventism is not new. In 1950, 
Brother Houteff described with 
penetrating the condition of 
Adventism in and 
Christianity in general. "Moreover, 
the old devil has put all his 
forces to work, piping pleasing 
tunes to lure truth seekers to climb 
aboard his bandwagon. Its 
glittering tinsel of truth is already 
beguiling many with his wares 
while his captains and generals are 
to the top of their voices shouting 
their 'Hallelujahs,' Ghost,' 
'gift of healing,' 'gift of tongues,' 
'gift of miracles,' and all the rest, 
although the entire fanfare is 
devoid even of a spark of life. 



VOLUME 10, NUMBER4 21 

Every wind of doctrine will be 
blowing, false revivals and refor
mations will be at their 
Everything that can be done will 
be done to distort the Truth and 
thus distract and dishearten believ·
ers and draw their attention to 
something other than the message 
of Elijah."-GCS 7:2, 1954 Edi
tion; 6:2, 1990 Edition. 

Those who the numerous 
conservative churches in the 
case of Adventism, its many tradi
tionalist, independent groups) are 
searching for a sense of certainty 
in an uncertain world. And often 
the liberalism of the mainline 
churches helps speed their exodus 
into the arms of authoritarian reli
gious groups. Adventism's failure 
to teach the great fundamentals of 
Bible truth provides fertile ground 
for the countless independent 
movements that offer stern visions 
of salvation but have little or no 
progressive truth. Adherents of 
these groups believe their strict
ness is a sign that they have not 
compromised Bible truth. They are 
given a sense of false security: 
finally, they are doing the right 
things to get into heaven, they 
believe. 

The Enemy of the Gospel 
of the Kingdom 

Reduced to its essence, "cults" 
arise largely because of corrupted 

that is preaching near
ly everything except the Gospel of 
the Kingdom. Pointing to the Jim 
Bakers, Jimmy Swaggarts, Oral 
Roberts, social church
es, financial scandals, child-mo

priests, 
such as Jerry Falwell, doctrinal 

prosperity and 
easy consumer-oriented Chris
tianity, insurgents "Do you 
want to be part of that?" Usually 
the answer is no. And the next step 
is to sell people a bill of goods for 
salvation through a false gospeL 

The greatest enemy of the 
gospel of Christ the biggest 
generator of authoritarian groups) 
is the gospel of effortless Chris
tianity, a religion of intellectual 
assent from positive 
action. In short, it is consumer 
Christianity, in which the con
sumers demand a product more in 
line with their tastes. This trend 
was described German theolo
gian Dietrich Bonhoffer who, in 
the 1930's, produced an indictment 
of liberal Christianity's selling of 
"cheap grace." Over years 

it remains one of the finest 
descriptions of the problem of con
sumer Christianity. "Cheap grace 
is the deadly enemy of our Church. 
We are fighting today for costly 
grace." The title of Bonhoffer's 

The Cost Discipleship, 
points to a vital truth that organ
ized Christianity too often ignores: 
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the grace of Jesus Christ is cheap
ened unless one pays the price of 
discipleship. Said Bonhoffer, "An 
intellectual assent to that idea [uni
versal grace] is held to be of itself 
sufficient to secure remission of 
sins. The Church which holds the 
correct doctrine of grace has, it is 
supposed, ipso facto [as a result of 
the fact itself] a part in that grace. 
In such a Church the world finds a 
cheap covering for its sins; no con
trition is required, still less any real 
desire to be delivered from sin. 
Cheap grace therefore amounts to a 
denial of the living Word of God, 
in fact, a denial of the Incarnation 
of the Word of God." Bonhoffer 
continued his penetrating analysis 
of "cheap grace" to clearly show 
where it leads: "Cheap grace means 
the justification of sin without the 
justification of the sinner. Grace 
alone does everything, they say, 
and so everything can remain as it 
was before .... Let him be com
forted and rest assured in his pos
session of this grace-grace alone 
does everything. Instead of follow
ing Christ, let the Christian enjoy 
the consolations of his grace! That 
is what we mean by cheap grace, 
the grace which amounts to the 
justification of sin without the jus
tification of the repentant sinner 
who departs from sin and from 
whom sin departs." 

Bonhoffer's statement on grace 
is a timely description of the 

gospel of effortless Christianity 
preached so widely today. The cur
rent prosperity gospel fad (that one 
can order prosperity from God on 
demand), the gospel of possibility 
thinking (that man can achieve 
limitless possibilities positive 
thoughts) and the warm, fuzzy 
deceptions of the New Age-Chris
tianity amalgam all deny the cost 
of discipleship. While "cheap 
grace" is chiefly the product of lib
eral Christianity, there is another 
problem at the opposite end of reli
gion: offering salvation through an 
intellectual knowledge of proph
ecy. Salvation through prophecy 
also tends to minimize tme disci
pleship since people an too often 
have a "head knowledge" but not a 
"heart experience." Prophecy itself 
becomes the gospel chariot rather 
than just one wheel of the vehicle. 
Perhaps the chief example of a 
group teaching salvation through 
prophecy is the Jehovah's Wit
nesses. While placing total empha
sis upon prophecy, the Witnesses 
have if any, programs and 
institutions to address the real 
needs of humanity. False or mis
directed gospels usually ignore 
James' injunction that "pure reli
gion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this: To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world." James 
1:27. 
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It is easier to advocate intellec
tual positions than to bring forth 
the "fruit of the Spirit," which 
requires genuine discipleship and 
sacrifice. In short, the process of 
producing the fruit of the Spirit 
requires cross carrying-some
thing that is distasteful to con
sumer Christianity. Those whose 
religion is an intellectual assent 
rather than a living experience, 
substitute various things for the 
truth. Substituted for the full God
hood of Christ is the "little god" 
theology, which holds we are all 
little just waiting to grow up 
into big gods. The theory of truth 
is often substituted for the practice 
of truth because theory does not 
require while practice does. 
In place of the Holy Spirit's work 
of inspiring believers to manifest 
the fruit of the Spirit or to convict 
them of sin, there is often substi
tuted the notion that a key of mys
ticism will unlock the door to 
heaven, and no effort is required 
on the part of the person. Judged 

the standard of Bible truth, 
these substitutions are false. Little 
wonder that reactionary groups 
(which usually teach salvation 
through organization) arise with 
"gospels" as false as the theo
ries we have just examined. 

The Cost of True Discipleship 

What is the cost of real disciple-

Replied Bonhoffer, "Costly 
grace is the treasure hidden in the 
field; for the sake of it a man will 
gladly go and sell all that he has. It 
is the pearl of great price, to buy 
which the merchant will sell all his 

. It is the kingly rule of 
Christ, for whose sake a man will 
pluck out the eye which causes 
him to stumble. It is the call of 
Jesus Christ at which the disciple 
leaves his nets and follows 
illm .... Such grace is costly because 
it calls us to follow, and it is grace 
because it calls us to follow Jesus 
Christ. It is because it costs 
a man his life. It is because 
it condemns sins, and grace be- , 
cause it justifies the sinner. Above 
all, it is because it cost God 
the life of His son: "ye are bought 
with a price." 1 Cor. 6:20. 

The Shepherd's Rod message 
gives us an insightful definition of 
true discipleship: " 'A disciple' is 
one who follows Christ on and on 
in divinely revealed Truth which 
he accepts not because others do, 
or do not, but because the Father 
which is in Heaven has through 
His Spirit personally convinced 
him of it (Matt. 16: 17)-because 
independent of what others do or 
say he is personally persuaded by 
the Spirit." -2TG 41 :21 :6, 1949 
Edition; 24:2, 1991 Edition. 

From this important statement, 
we see that a true disciple gives no 
thought to tradition, to denomina-
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tional pride or prejudice, nor to 
what others may think, do, or say. 
His only concern is to follow 
Christ in revealed truth as the Holy 
Spirit convicts him of it. As Reve
lation 14:4 says of the dis
ciples of Christ, "these are 
which follow the Lamb whitherso
ever He goeth." Clearly, the true 
disciple has a person-
al, living with Jesus 
Christ and His unrolling scroll of 
eternal truth. 

The Only Way to the nm~;uum 

Consumer Christianity, the 
cheapening of Christ's cross, is as 
bad as the host of "other 
that do not exalt even aggres
sively demean) the cross of Cal
vary and Christ's atonement for all 
mankind. Is there a cure for the 
failures of organized religion? Is 
there an antidote for the poison of 
the many "gospels" that demean, 
downplay, and denigrate the divin
ity and atonement of Jesus Christ? 
On a personal level, there is: 
Christ's people living the Kingdom 
principles in their lives. Having 
seen the light, they walk in the 
light and dispel the moral darkness 
of a lost world. Declares John, "If 
we walk in the light, as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son deanseth us from 
all sin." 1 John 1:7. The world and 

the Church are not impressed 
the theory of a message but by its 
exemplification in the lives of its 
believers. The of the disci-

walk in the light is found in 
his deeds of love: "Hereby per
ceive we the love of because 
He laid down His life for us: and 
we to down our lives for 
the brethren. But whosoever hath 
this world's and seeth his 
brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from 
him, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him? ... Let us not love in 
neither in tongue; but in deed and 

I. in truth." 1 John 3:16-18. Another 
testimony for the truth of 

the Gospel of the Kingdom is 
found in the manifestation of the 
fruit of the Spirit. "But the fruit of 
the is love, joy, peace, long
suffering, goodness, 

meekness, temperance: 
~ such there is no law." Gal. 

5:22, 23. This is the only witness 
for truth that counts. 

On a level, all organiza-
tions that claim to have the gospel 
of the Kingdom must exalt the 
great doctrines of the Gospel of 
Christ's Kingdom. Testifying of 
the prime of the King
dom message, Jesus Himself 
pnJpn:es!ed, "And this gospel ofthe 
Kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end 
come." Matt. 24:14. This is the 
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Kingdom of which the prophet 
Daniel spoke: "And in the days of 
these kings shall the God of heav
en set up a Kingdom, which shall 
nev~r be destroyed: and the King
dom shall not be left to other peo
ple, but it shall break in pieces and 
consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever." Dan. 2:44. 
According to these verses, there is 
little true preaching of the King
dom of Christ upon this earth. 

Speaking of the true way to the 
Kingdom, Jesus said, "I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but 
by Me." John 14:6. Commenting 
on Jesus' statement, the Rod mes
sage says, "From this we see that 
Jesus is the only way to the King
dom. The then, that there are 
many ways, whereas there is but 
one Jesus, and that they all lead to 
the Kingdom Eternal, is only a 
'hum of a humbug' that unsancti
fied hearts like to listen to. They 
are of those who are dodging the 
porter at the 'Door,' of those who 
know that their deeds cannot stand 
inspection."-1 TG 2:21:4, 1953 
Edition; 24:2, 1984 Edition. 

Finally, Jesus' words ring out 
through the centuries as powerfully 
today as when He spoke them 
nearly two thousand years ago. 
"He that taketh not his cross, and 
followeth after Me, is not worthy 
of Me." Matt. 10:38. Only the 
cross of Jesus Christ can deliver 
mankind from sin, deception, and 
death. This is the cure for both 
nominal and reactionary religion. 
In the time of the Loud Cry, the 

of the Kingdom of Christ 
will be preached with supernatural 
power, and multitudes will finally 
be led to see Christ in all His glory, 
splendor, and power. Every sys
tem, every schism, every group, 
every nation that does not ac
knowledge and accept the King
dom of Christ will be swept away. 
In their places will be the everlast
ing Kingdom of truth, peace, and 
righteouness. It will be a Kingdom 
in which the redeemed will have 
the crown of salvation because 
they have carried the cross and 
have been washed in the blood of 
the Lamb. (Concluded.) 

-Jeriel E. Bingham 

~~~ 

"From this study we see that is not made up of musts and 
don'ts; that no one is to be tied to a man, but to God's ever unforlding 
Truth; that religion means to be following the Lord, and to be doing 
those which He leads one to ... "-1 TG 49:9:2, 1953 
Edition; 9: 1, 1988 Edition. 
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"COME AND SEE" 
A Positive Replly to a Critical Letter 

Dear Adventist Friend: 

We have received your letter of 
June 22 and have carefully read 
your comments about 
lis 1990. I believe your comments, 
though antagonistic to The Shep
herd's Rod, spring more from lack 
of truthful information than from 
ill will. 

Although we are sorry to see 
that you have taken a position 
against us without having all the 

we still are glad that you 
have taken the time to express your 
disagreements in a forthright way, 
giving us the opportunity to pre
sent our side of the issue. Since we 
have taken the time to respond to 
your criticisms, I trust you will 
have the spirit of Nathanael and 
"come and see," and that you will 
read the following information 
with an unbiased mind. 

First, you said that we had pre
sented only the negative side of 
Adventism. Those who have re
ceived 1990 should 
realize that it is not meant to be a 
polemic as an effort to report 
events. It was based largely on 
reporting from Adventist lay peo
ple who attended the 55th Session 
and shared their impressions with 
us. Another source of infonnation 
was the day-to-day reporting in the 

Adventist Review. I believe you 
can see that we made an effort to 
be objective, despite having to 
address a number of fundamentally 
negative issues that Adventism has 
unfortunately created for itself. 
Essentially, Indianapolis 1990 
calls for a downsized, less formal, 
more congregational church-all 
of which are now being advocated, 
or at least discussed, by Church 
leaders. I believe this publication 
has irritated some Adventists pre
cisely because of its call for a 
Spirit-led, rather than a politicized 
Church. 

Even though we viewed the 
55th Session as more of a political 
and entertainment event than a 
spiritual one, we are always open 
to the other side of the issue, and 
want to be fair to the Church. 
Thus, we would welcome your 
side of the issue if you care to 
share it with us, and will consider 
publishing it in a forthcoming pub
lication. It may surprise you that 
we actually see good things in 
Adventism, and that is why this 
Association is still within the 
Adventist fellowship. If there were 
nothing good about Adventism, 
God would not want to redeem it 
So we are open to the good side of 
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the coin as well as to the tarnished I Adventism, saying that both were 
side. "fallen Churches." This is definite-

Second, you wrote, "In analyz
ing Indianapolis 1990, especially 
after Waco, I wonder whether you 
printed this in order to make your
selves look better by comparison, 
through the worldly principle that 
the best defense is a good offense." 
This is a valid question deserving a 
forthright answer: no, this is not 
the case. The first edition of Indi
anapolis 1990 was printed more 
than a year before the unfortunate 
events at Waco, Texas. Thus, your 
assumption is not correct. The sec
ond edition, which you received, 
was distributed in spite of the 
Waco incident, not because of it. 
We realized that there would be a 
considerable amount of misassoci
ation, given the Waco group's use 
of a similar name, but we felt that 
it was necessary to publish the call 
for a more Spirit-led Church in 
spite of the negative publicity and 
misassociation created by the 
Waco event. 

Like other Adventists, you may 
have been misinformed that this 
publishing work is related to the 
David Koresh group. In fact, noth
ing could be further from the truth. 
This association opposed the work 
and teachings of Koresh and his 
predecessors, the Rodens. You 
probably will be surprised to learn 
that Koresh was opposed to The 
Shepherd's Rod message and to 

ly not what you would expect to 
find if Koresh had indeed been a 
believer in The Shepherd's Rod. 
Further, this Association historical
ly opposed strongly the errors of 
the movement that David Koresh 
took over. We especially opposed 
his claims of being the "sinful 
messiah," and found these teach
ings repugnant and anti-Biblical. 

The Roden-Howell-Koresh 
"Branch" movement has always 
been an aberrant group, and we 
regret that the name Davidian was 
hijacked for unholy purposes. 
Evidently Koresh took the name 
"Davidian" when he legally 
changed his name to David Ko
resh, since Davidian is derived 
from David. For most of his career, 
Koresh used the term "Seventh 
Angel" for his operation. An un
fortunate confluence of circum
stances occasioned his use of the 
name, but it has no basis in historic 
Davidian teachings, which categor
ically condemn violence, mind 
control, and his many other non
Biblical practices. 

Let me emphasize that the 
"Branch" group was never consid
ered to be a Davidian group prior 
to the Waco siege, and the press 
and media, taking a cue from the 
General Conference of Seventh
day Adventists, were responsible 
for promoting the supposed con-
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nection between Koresh and the 
"Davidians." On a substantive 
level, the differences are real. 
While Koresh' s group believed in 
keeping the Old Testament feasts, 
for example, this group does not. 
And while Koresh' s group be
lieved in the female Holy Spirit 
idea, this Association categorically 
rejects this theory. These are only 
two of numerous examples of fun
damental differences that could be 
raised. 

It is a fact that Koresh did not 
believe in anything except his own 
supposedly direct link to heaven
hence, he was not anchored in the 
Scriptures and could do and say 
anything in his own name, even if 
this was directly contrary to clear 
Scriptural teachings. 

Having defined what we do not 
represent, let me define what we 
do represent and the nature of our 
work. 

This work has a common reli
gious heritage in Adventism, but is 
an entirely independent publishing 
ministry. There is a common back
ground of beliefs with the Ad
ventist Church, and rather than 
seeing this message as disputing 
Adventist teachings Sabbath, 
Christ's return, the state of the 
dead, for example), we see this 
message as being an important 
addition to present Adventist fun
damentals. To be sure, we do see 
instances of where the train has 

gotten off the track, but it is more 
important to us to add extra power 
to the train so that it can resume its 
tracks, finish the work, and make it 
home. I believe, Brother, that from 
reading Indianapolis 1990, you 
will find that we believe that the 
SDA Church is the true, remnant 
Church and indeed believe 
that it will triumph in its gospel 
mission. Contrary to widely pub
lished reports, we do not teach that 
the Church is Babylon. We see the 
Adventist Church as Laodicea, a 
prophetic entity in serious need of 
redemption, but worthy of that 
redemption. 

Briefly this Association 
believes that Adventism has had, 
for the past 150 years, a commis
sion to preach the Gospel to "ma
ny" nations (Rev. 10:10, 11). This 
is a limited commission, however, 
and the SDA Church cannot com
plete the gospel work in the world. 
In short, a purified, reinvigorated, 
Spirit-filled Church is called for, 
and this Church of the 144,000 is 
going to fulfill the great gospel 
commission of Matthew 28:18-20. 
Then, with a Spirit-led Church, the 
great multitude of second fruits of 
Revelation 7:9 are going to be 
quickly gathered, the gospel work 
will close, and Christ will come. 
Again, a careful reading of Indian
apolis 1990 will show that this is 
the burden of its message. 

You wrote, "I would not wish to 
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face your fate in the judgment, 
when you are held to account for 
driving souls away from God's 
true church, enfeebled and defec
tive it is." Please consider 
the irony of your statement in light 
of the fact that for 65 years The 

Rod has en-
couraged people to remain in the 
Church rather than them 
out Further consider that it is the 
long list of problems engendered 

an overly hierarchical, tightly 
denominational, and politi-
cized Church that is people 
away from it rather than this Asso
ciation. It seems that those who 
call for refonnation and revival are 
always charged with "driving peo
ple" away from the Church. A little 
historical research will show that 
this is the same charge leveled 
against Martin Luther and the other 
Protestant reformers. Please care-

The Great 
pages 459, which show that 
those who call for reformation and 
revival are branded fanatics, trot!·· 
blemakers, and heretics. 

In alleging that this Association 
has a negative on new 
members, you are unwittingly ac
knowledging the weakness of the 
Church's system of instruction. If 
new members were getting a suffi
cient grounding in the teachings of 
the Church, it is unlikely that any
one could have the negative impact 
on them that you allege. Remem-

ber, truth is eternal and powerful 
and holds people fast. Thus, if 
there is as much truth in the SDA 
Church as you believe is 
there, is that truth not holding 
its adherents fast and making them 
strong? Error, on the other hand, 
has a weakening, influ-
ence, and fed this kind of 
spiritual diet naturally will not 
with the Church. Please consider 
Testimonies to pages 47, 
48; 409:3, which states, "False doc
trine is one of the satanic influ
ences that work in the church, and 
brings into it those who are un
corverted in heart," and this is 
preached from SDA pulpits. Since 
we never stand in the pulpits of 
Laodicea, whom would this be 
referring to? the offi
cial structure of the Church. Could 
it be that the influence of these 
false doctrines is confusing the 
new members and weakening 

causing them eventually to 
leave the Church? Please prayer
fully think about it 

You referred to the "true 
church" and "God's church." This 
Association accepts these terms 
and their significance. Yet consider 
the tremendous that the 
Church that sees itself as the "true 
church" or "commandment-keep
ing" Church has no firm policy 
against abortion, while the Roman 
Catholic Church, which Adventists 
usually see as the archetype of 
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Babylon, takes a firm position 
against it Now, Brother, how could 
anyone find fault with people who 
are simply trying to help the 
Church live up to its ideals and to 
help promote consistency of prac
tice? Why oppose a message that 
wants to see the Church become 
the triumphant entity of the end 
times? Further, why oppose a call 
for a people who have been known 
as lifesavers to get out of the busi
ness of taking lives? This leads me 
to believe that you cannot substan
tively oppose what is said in Indi
anapolis 1990. Rather, is your op
position because of who is saying 
it? 

You also commented that we 
should use our resources to build 
up the Church, not tear it down 
through "doubt and criticism." 
This is well taken, although I 
believe you are not looking at the 
situation from a fully orbed view. 
While there is certainly the need 
for the positive and uplifting, there 
is also a time for pointing out the 
need for reformation and revivaL If 
my car needs an oil change and 
someone tells me this, I should not 
take it as criticism, but as an effort 
to make the car run better. If I 
neglect, after repeated urgings, to 
perform this important task, it is 
clear that I need to be taken in 
hand about the matter. So it is with 
the current condition of Advent
ism, and it is regrettable to see the 

reactionary spirit of many mem
bers to the call for a Spirit-led, not 
politicized, Church. 

I get the feeling, Brother, that 
although you do not agree with 
what Indianapolis 1990 deals with, 
you seem to be a brother with 
whom mutual understanding, if not 
agreement, may be reached. From 
being in the Adventist world for 
many years, I know that there are 
many like you who see the tragic 
condition of the Church and know 
that much of what is being said 
about helping the Church is true, 
but you object to the efforts of 
independent groups to foster 
change. There is an old saying, "If 
the shoe fits, wear it." Truth is 
truth regardless who speaks it; why 
let pride keep one from accepting 
the need for a fundamental refor
mation of the body? In trying to 
correct people or an institution, 
much taste and tact is needed, and 
we have tried to do this in our 
report. Our goal was to be con
structively, not reflexively, critical. 
Still, the message to Laodicea must 
be presented fmthrightly since the 
eternal salvation of souls is at 
stake. When the Lord says to us, 
"Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock" (Rev. 3:20), we should not 
be offended by the message but 
should gladly open our hearts to 
the Voice that is pleading for the 
repentance and regeneration of 
Laodicea. 
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You closed your letter by quot
ing Selected Messages, Book 2, 
page 397:4, a statement that is well 
taken. Let us balance that one with 
this statement: "Ministers who are 
preaching present truth should not 
neglect the solemn message to the 
Laodiceans. The testimony of the 
True Witness is not a smooth mes
sage. The Lord does not say to 
them, You are about right; you 
have borne chastisement and re-

that you never deserved; you 
have been unnecessarily discour
aged by severity; you are not guilty 
of the wrongs and sins for which 
you have been reproved. 

"The Tme Witness declares that 
when you suppose you are really in 
a good condition of prosperity you 
are in need of everything .... Be
cause Christ bears this rebuking 
testimony, shall we suppose that 
He is destitute of tender love to His 
people? Oh, no! He who died to 
redeem man fTom death, loves with 
a divine love, and those whom He 
loves He rebukes. 'As many as I 
love, I rebuke and chasten.' Rev. 
3:19. But many will not receive the 
message that Heaven in mercy 
sends them. They cannot endure to 
be told of their neglect of duty and 
of their wrongs, their selfishness, 
their pride, and love of the world." 
--3T 257:2, 3; 258:0. 

Finally, you asked, "Whose side 
are you on?" Throughout the pages 
of Indianapolis 1990, the call was 

issued, "Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock,'' Rev. 3:20. The 
Lord would not be knocking at the 
door of Laodicea if He were not 
outside, kept there by those things 
(and many more) dealt with in the 
report The message to Laodicea is 
directed to a people in a tragic spir
itual condition who desperately 
need to understand Christ's full 
and free atonement at Calvary. 
When this is understood, I believe 
we will see a different spirit from 
that described in Revelation 3: 14-
18. Which side are we on? Here is 
the answer: "The true people of 
God, who have the spirit of the 
work of the Lord and the salvation 
of souls at heart, will ever view sin 
in its real, sinful character. They 
will always be on the side of faith
ful and plain dealing with sins 
which easily beset the people of 
God."-3T 266:2. 

"Now is the time when we 
should closely connect with God, 
that we may be hid when the fierce
ness of His wrath is poured upon 
the sons of men. We have wan
dered away from the old land
marks. Let us return. If the Lord be 
God, serve Him; if Baal, serve 
him. Which side will you be on?" 
-5T 137:3. 

The message of 
1990 was not intended in any way 
to call for the dissolution of Ad
ventism, but to spotlight its need 
for salvation through Christ. Thus, 
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Christ's call rings out louder than 1 the and Who hath UOJ[J~~'"~·~ 
before, "Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear 
My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with 

and he with Me." Rev. 3:20. 
Finally, the voice of truth, accord
ing to Micah 6:9 is both a rod of 
correction and a rod of love and 
guidance. "The Lord's voice crieth 
unto the city, and the man of wis
dom shaH see Thv name: hear ye 

it." 

Sincerely your brother with a 
prayer that you will allow Christ to 
open the door of your heart to the 
message to the Laodiceans so that 
you may hear Christ's voice of 
love and correction, 

(Signed) Jeriel E. Bingham 0 

THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

HIS MOTHER'§ BIBLE 

ORE than years 
ago there lived in 
~uuw~u, on the shores 
of beautiful Ontario, 

an industrious and benevolent 
family. One day as the busy house
wife was attending to her bees in 
the yard, she heard someone say
ing: "Now you stay here as long as 
you live, and never go away. You 
will have all you want to eat and 
wear here, and a good home; so 
you stay here always." 

A childish voice was heard 
replying, "Yes, I'll stay here, I'll 
not go away"; then a horse and 
buggy clattered down the road. 

On coming to the street the 
woman found that a motherless 
boy had been left on her hands. 
His father and stepmother had 
been in the habit of him 

out to for food, and now an 
acquaintance had taken this novel 
method of securing a better home 
for the lad. He seemed to have 
come to the right place, for he was 
not turned away. Several years 
after he had thus become a mem
ber of the family, the frail urchin 
became nearly lost his hear
ing, and much of the time was 
confined to his couch. The doctors 
said that his case was hopeless
that he had some disease of the 
brain, and could live only a few 

But by the careful nursing of 
his foster-mother he continue to 
live, and gave some indications of 
improvement This faithful woman 
cared for him so constantly and 
faithfully day and night, that by 
and by he seemed to regard her as 
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his servant, and became very im
pudent, overbearing, and exacting. 
She remonstrated with and 
tried to influence him by moral 
persuasion, but to no avail. Finally 
she said, calling aloud in his dull 
ear: "Johnny, you must not do so! 
Don't you know it is wicked?" 

"No; who said it was wicked?" 
asked the boy. "The Bible says 
so," was the reply. The boy's 
mother had left him a large Bible, 
and this had been brought to him 
after he found his new home. He 
thought everything of this Bible, 
and talked a great deal about the 
dear hands that used to turn its 
pages. 

"Why didn't you tell me the 
Bible said so? If the Bible says it is 
wicked, I won't do so any more." 
The direct instruction on this 
was read to him and he ceased to 
act as he had done. As other evil 
traits of character manifested 
themselves, instruction on these 
points was read to him from the 
same authority, and reformation 
followed, till he became as pleas
ant a child as one could desire to 
have. 

When John was about fourteen, 
a gentleman who represented a 

philanthropic institution called, 
and told his adopted parents that if 
the boy would go with him, he 
would take him where those who 
had either partially or wholly lost 
sight and hearing could be taught 
to work, and so support them
selves. Johnny was asked if he 
wanted to go. 

"Yes," said he, "if I can learn to 
do something to earn my own liv
ing, I will go, if you will let me 
come back when I want to." 

He was assured that he would 
always be as welcome as one of 
their own children, and so he went 
away to get an education. Soon 
afterward heard of his safe 
arrival; a little later a letter came 
stating that he had the diphtheria; 
and about two months from the 
time of his departure, word was 
brought that he was dead. So ended 
a short, but strange and instructive, 
life experience. 

It set before us most vividly the 
power and influence of the Word 
of God. How many depraved hearts 
may be reached by the Bible, expe
cially when associated with a faith
ful mother's instruction and exper
ince!-F. D. Starr. 

-YI544. 

• I :E'[$~ 

"When you get into a tight place, and everything goes against you till it 
seems as if you couldn't hold out a minute longer, never give up then; for that 
is just the place and time the tide will tum."-YI 162. 
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Words of Comfort 

[Bashan] urged me to pray 
earnestly and sincerely for Sister 
Carolyn. In the Newsletter, we were 
told how many of the brethren in 
the various companies wholeheart
edly upheld her in prayer while she 
was in the for about three 
weeks before she passed away. We 
read that she never suffered from 
the biopsy surgery, but remained 
unconscious until August 4, 11:55 
p.m. when she took her last breath. 
How hard for her husband, who 
remained by her bedside to the last. 
How hard for all of you who knew 
and loved her. 

We read in the Newsletter that 
she lived a beautiful life, and dedi
cated her life wholeheartedly to the 
service of the Lord for thirteen 
years. She was faithful and loyal to 
God's pasture and its program in 
every way until the end. So you 
have mourned for her, but not as 
those who have no hope. And you 
can say it was the will of the Lord 
to lay her to rest, and you are able 
to say that you rest in the assurance 
that her work was done and that 

LETTERS 

she will rise in the resurrection of 
Danie112:1, 2. She will live in 
your memories as a cheerful, 
devoted, wholehearted worker, sis
ter, wife, and friend. I did not 
know her, but after hearing about 
her I feel as if I did. 

God bless you now that she is 
gone and comfort you, and may 
God make it up to you in raising 
up others to help take her place. 

With much love. (Canada) 

"Willing to Learn" 

I have been reading the litera
ture you sent me. I don't under
stand everything I've read, proba
bly because I don't have time to 
search all the Bible references, but 
I'm willing to learn. What I do 
understand makes sense and I 
believe you are on the right track. 
I'd like more of your material. 
(Pennsylvania) 

Returned Address Label 

I am returning our address label 
as we do not care to receive any 
more of your criticaL and some 
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untrue, printings. 
If you would please tell us who 

furnished you with our church 
I would appreciate it (North Caro
lina) 

Thank Yon But No Thank Yon 

Thank you for the tracts you 
have been sending to me for the 
past few years. 

I would like my name taken off 
the mailing list. My reason for this: 
I am taking Bible courses now and 
I listen to the Voice of Prophecy 
and I get a magazine from them. 
(Canada) 

"Exceptional Blessing & Benefit" 

Sorry I have been out of con
tact. The counseling service has 
kept me busy nearly 14 hours a 
day! We are all finding your publi
cations of blessing and 
benefit. Please keep us on your 
mailing list. Thanks again for your 
assistance. 

Not Willing to Learn 

Today I received your undated 
letter addressed to "All Nathaniels 
and Nicodemuses." You asked me 
to read and consider a passage 
from Testimonies to Ministers. I 
have done so, but I do not agree 
that the passage "obviously" 
means that "more is to come." 

I think the passage says that minis
ters should study with people who 
have a desire to know the truth, not 
necessarily with those who think 
they have the truth and are 
interested in communicating their 
truth and not learning new truths. I 
am willing to study with anyone 
who is sincerely desiring to learn 
the truth, but you are only offering 
to tell me what you consider to be 
the truth. (Indiana) 

Burdened for Smd and Church 

Our church pastor and the head 
elder came over two nights ago 
and disfellowshiped Brother _. I 
don't know why they didn't do the 
same to me, although he seldom 
attends and I do, at which times 
this elder watches me like a hawk 
to prevent me from speaking to 
various members and visitors. So 
far they haven't stopped me al
though they intrude on him from 
time to time. Maybe I'm failing in 
my duty. I must speak up more, 
and even if they do decide to 
me out I'll come right back and 
speak about the Lord's truth. 

Why don't they desire to know 
the truth and save their souls? At 
night l can't sleep, thinking of how 
vehemently the various church 
members absolutely refuse the 
Bible truths and the written Testi
monies that is life unto salvation. 
(Eastern U.S.) 0 
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HEALTH WAVE 

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT 
The Psychology of Weight loss 

FOR Tony, the problem began 
with an admirable goal: he 

wanted to lose ten pounds. At the 
time, this single father stood just 
over six feet and weighed in at 235 
pounds. 

He led a fairly stressful life, 
having to take care of his young 
daughter while working ten and 
fourteen hours a day to make ends 
meet In many ways, he felt he had 
lost some of the control he desired 
in his life; losing weight was one 
way to regain that control, at least 
in his personal life. 

His diet was a success. In only a 
matter of a couple of weeks, he 
had managed to lose the ten 
pounds and more-now, his 
weight was down to 215, and still 
dropping. Bolstered by his success, 
feeling that his reduced weight 
would improve his life-socially, 
professionally-he stuck with his 
diet. In a matter of a few more 
weeks, what had started out as a 
desire to regain control over his 
life would become exactly the 
opposite: His diet would develop 
to the point where it became the 
central focus of everything he did. 

"It started to turn for the worse 
when I began taking diuretics, lax
atives, after every time I ate. I would 

also take stimulants to help sup
press my appetite." 

In a matter of only a couple of 
months, Tony had lost more that 
60 pounds. Yet his dieting contin
ued. He still took diuretics after he 
ate, to purge his system of food. 
And his obession with food had 
taken on other, even more danger
ous, obsessions. 

"I kept adding more and more 
things to my diet regime. I began 
exercising compulsively. When I 
mowed the lawn, I would wear this 
suit, like a wet suit, so that I would 
sweat more and burn more calo
ries. I intentionally did yard work 
when it was the middle of the day, 
so it would be as hot as possible. 
There I would be, on a 90 degree 
day, pushing a mower with this 
sweat suit on." 

He also began purging, inten
tionally vomiting, each time he ate. 
He wasn't eating much, though. 

"I had moved in with my broth
er and his wife, and they became 
concerned that I never ate any
thing. They would actually sit me 
down and make me eat. I would, 
but it didn't matter because as soon 
as I was done eating, I would go 
downstairs, throw up, and then 
down ten or twelve laxatives." 
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The end finally came when 
Tony found himself passed out on 
the front lawn, having finally suc
cumbed to the heat and lack of 
nutrition. 

'Tm lucky it hap-
pened that way," he says, "I proba

would have killed '' yself even
tually." 

isn't alone. It is estimated 
that as much as 5 to 10 percent of 
the population suffers from two 
severe eating disorders, known as 
bulimia and anorexia, or a combi
nation of the two. In Tony's case, 
he had both: bulimia is marked by 
purging of food, and anorexia is 
elt-m1P<)Se:d starvation. Both indi

cate the psychological trauma that 
many suffer through as they 
try to deal with weight and their 
relationship with food. 

In our society, it is a problem 
that starts, for many people, at a 
young age. A 1993 study of 9- to 
16-year-olds found that almost half 
the children felt that were 
overweight (when in fact none of 
the participants in the study were 
above their ideal and they 
thought that other people perceived 
them as fat. To solve their imagi
nary more than a third 
had been on a diet. Another study, 
this one of fifth and sixth grade 
students, found that 46% felt they 
were overweight, and nearly 
14% were exhibiting behavior in
dicative of a serious eating dis-

order. 
We are obsessed with weight In 

the media, on television, in maga
zines, at the movies, we are contin
ually bombarded with images of 
the ideal body-and that image 
seems to keep getting thinner and 
thinneL Expecially for women. 
Remember Lesley "Twiggy" 
Lawson, who in the late 60s 
defined the ultimate, ultrathin 
female? Today, her heirs are even 
thinner-like supermodel Kate 
Moss, 5'7" and less than 100 
pounds, who has inspired a new 
generation of young women to be 
thinner than they really ought to 
be. As one fashion writer wrote of 
the diminutive Moss: "If I had a 
daughter who looked like that, I 
would take her to the doctor." 

Although for most of us, our 
desire to lose weight hasn't 
reached the crisis proportions that 
are exhibited by bulimics or an
orexics, nevertheless, at least to a 
small degree, many of us suffer 
from the same symptoms. We are 
unable to come to grips with our 
own perception of our body. We 
think we are too fat when we 
aren't, or we think we're just fine, 
when in fact we could afford to 
lose some weight We know what 
food is good for us, yet we still 
have to struggle with our sweet 
tooth, or our desire to eat high-fat 
foods because they taste good, and 
we feel we need them. So maybe 
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we aren't as bad off as the young 
college coed who, confronted by 
her family and forced to stand on a 
bathroom scale, still wouldn't 
accept that her weight had dropped 
to a measly 85 pounds; still, we all 
struggle with our desire to manage 
our weight. 

That-weight management-is, 
in the end, the key. Focusing on 
weight loss, on dieting, only leads 
to frustration, failure, or worse, 
compulsive behavior that may per
manently damage the way, mental
ly, that you deal with food. 

Deciding to Make a Change 

One of the keys to creating a 
positive mental attitude about any 
weight management programs is to 
ask yourself some essential ques
tions. "Why am I doing this?" 
"What do I hope to gain?" "Is the 
change worthwhile?" "What barri
ers are going to be in my way?" 
"Do I think I can succeed?" 

Creating a weight management 
program that works over the long
run can demand major changes in 
your lifestyle. Foods that have spe
cial meanings, or have been a long
time habit in your life, may have to 
be discarded. That dish of ice 
cream that you always have before 
turning in at night, or that big, 
greasy breakfast that you always 
eat on Sunday mornings-these 
are the kind of habits that you will 

have to break. To do so, according 
to most experts on behavior, means 
that you will have to clearly define 
your desire to change, long before 
the change is implemented. 

Steps Toward Success 

There are a number of things 
that you can do to help you over
come the psychological obstacles 
that are blocking your quest to 
manage your weight. Each tech
nique, if applied diligently, can 
help you avoid the kind of trauma 
that leads to the severe difficulties 
experienced with food by people 
who suffer from anorexia and bu
limia. And even for the average 
person, focusing on developing a 
healthy mental attitude about food 
can help assure weight manage
ment success. 

1. Start with the end in mind. 
Write down a specific goal that 
you want to achieve. Maybe it is to 
be able to exercise for a certain 
amount of time. Maybe it is to buy 
a particular dress that you have 
long admired but have felt would 
not look good on someone of your 
size. Your goal could simply be to 
improve your diet. But no matter 
what your goal, make sure that it is 
specific, and that you have a cer
tain amount of time-a month, a 
year-during which you will ac
hieve that goal. 

2. Don't focus on your weight. 
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One of the biggest psychologi
cal dangers of dieting is worrying 
about your weight rather than the 
lifestyle changes that will lead to 
long-term weight management. 
Often, people suffering from 
bulimia and anorexia will think 
that they are fat-even when they 
get on the scale and discover that 
they only weigh 80 pounds. When 
they look in the mirror, all they 
can see is a fat person. Rather than 
focusing on losing weight, focus 
on making lifestyle changes. Make 
it your goal to reduce the amount 
of fat you eat, to increase your 
intake of fiber, fruits, and vegeta
bles, and to begin a regular exer
cise program. Focusing on losing 
weight rather than lifestyle 
changes tends to lead to short-term 
weight loss rather than long-term 
weight management Remember, if 
your overall goal is to maintain 
your weight for the rest of your 
life, it will require a lifestyle 
change. 

3. Appreciate who you are. 
Unfortunately, our society has cre
ated an atmosphere that punishes 
people who have trouble managing 
their weight. Ours is a society that 
glorifies thinness, on television, at 
the movies, and in magazines. 

Stereotypes abound about people 
who are working on losing weight: 
fat people are dumb; fat people are 
funny; overweight people are lone
ly; excess weight will keep you 
from being a success. Of course, 
none of these stereotypes are true. 
Nevertheless, they make it difficult 
for a person who is learning to 
manage their weight to develop a 
positive image of themselves. 
Always remember that your image 
of yourself must go beyond how 
you perceive yourself when you 
look in the mirror. Consider your 
accomplishments. Revel in your 
friendships. Remind yourself, 
always, that no matter how your 
weight management program 
progresses, that you are a success. 

4. Share your success with 
others. Often, it is easier to stick 
to your weight management pro
gram if you have someone else 
who is along for the ride with you. 
When you start, consider joining 
with a friend who also wants to 
improve their health. Your mutual 
support will help you both stick to 
your program and will make it 
more fulfilling when, together, you 
celebrate your success. 

-Partners, August 1994, pp. 7, 
8. 

AIM FOR THE IDEAL WEIGHT 

(1) Keep fat below 20% of caloric intake. (2) Increase your daily fiber 
intake to at least 30 grams per day. Increase your consumption of fresh 
fruits and vegetables. (4) Avoid all processed foods. (5) Exercise regularly. 
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THE 1994 FELLOWSHIP LETTER 

Facing the New Ye~u 

[Because of a lack of space we 
were unable to print the 1994 Fel
lowship Letter before now. We are 
now taking this opportunity to in
dude it here for the benefit of alL 
-Editors.] 

''WHAT of your stewardship? 
Have you during the past 

year robbed God in tithes and 
offerings? Look at your well-filled 
barns, at your cellars stored with 
the good things the Lord has given 
you, and ask whether 
you have returned to the Giver that ' 
which belongs to Him. If you have 
robbed the Lord, make restitution. 
As far as possible, make the past 
right, and then ask the Saviour to I 
pardon you. Will you not return to 
the Lord His own, before this year, 
with its burden of record, has 
passed into eternity? 

"Many have long neglected to 
deal honestly with their Maker. 
Failing to lay aside the tithe week
ly, they have let it accumulate, 
until it amounts to a large sum, and 
now they are very reluctant to 
make the matter right. This back 
tithe they using it as their 
own. But it is God's property, 
which they have refused to put into 
His treasury. 

"Let those who have become 

careless and indifferent, and are 
withholding their tithes and offer
ings, remember that they are 
blocking the way, so that the truth 
cannot go forth to the regions be
yond. I am bidden to call upon the 
people of God to redeem their 
honor by rendering to God a faith-
ful tithe!'-CS 97:3; 3. 

Y mu· Reasonable Hope 

Dissimilar from physical devel
opment, which continues until it 
reaches the end of 
growth, mental and spiritual devel
opment can be sustained to the end 
of the way. 
spiritual 

mental, and 
rmmf'n,t are each un-

der its own law of (Inci
dentally, were these laws differen
tiated and mandated by a Supreme 
Creative or were they 

evolved from non
intelligence!) A physical dwarf is 
checked or stunted in 
growth (and, in some cases, in 
mental development). 

To one physical dwarf, there are 
thousands, perhaps millions, of 
mental and spiritual dwarfs. No 
more than the stunted body can 
abide and in the are
na of life's normalities, can the 
stunted mind and soul abide in 
the Kingdom of God. As genetic 
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dwarfism debars the one, volition- whether, indeed, we are growing, 
ary dwarfism debars the other. developing, achieving, overcom
Those who from mental inertia and ing, and thus abiding in the sure 
bad habits suffer themselves to be- hope of retained justification, or 
come mental and spiritual dwarfs whether we "are progressing, but 
here, thus letting most of life pass in the backtrack" (5T 93:2), lulled 
them by, would endure in eternal into false security in the lap of 
misery the unending growth and "cheap grace," to languish in the 
development of all life in the King- fraudulent hope of justification 
dom of God. unretained but presumptive. 

To each one comes home the Is the power of the Gospel, the 
question, What have I done with power of God unto salvation, 
my time and chance? Have I neg- working in us both to will and to 
lected and abused it and become an do of His good pleasure-to meet 
intellectual and spiritual Lillipu- every temptation, every wrong 
tian? What am I doing with it now? thought and word and deed to 
What am I resolved to do with it in which we are habituated, with 
the days ahead? Will [1994] spell overcoming grace? Are we turning 
my quit claim to the Kingdom? Or away wrath with a soft answer; 
will my faith, my decision, and my turning the right cheek when smit
efforts in the year ahead advance ten on the left; returning good for 
and validate my claim to "an en- evil, kindness, commendation for 
trance ... ministered unto [me] condemnation, courtesy for dis
abundantly into the everlasting courtesy, considerateness for in
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour considerateness, amicableness for 
Jesus Christ"? (2 Pet. 1:11 ). sullenness, sweetness for sourness; 

A careful, honest, undefensive resisting unto victory the health-
review of our record the year past, and spirituality destroying habits 
to know the worst of our case (IT and practices of the dining room, 
163:1)-whether we have been the reading room, the viewing 
growing or stagnating; that is, room, and all the other rooms liter
whether by faith we have been al and figurative? 
progressing and achieving, battling If we are abounding not in 
and marching, or whether in Laod- "cheap grace" but in the costly 
iceanlike inertia we have been sin- grace of the cross, then all these 
ning and slipping, sinning and slip- carnalities that do so easily beset 
ping, sinning and slipping more us will be no match for the over
and more into the leaden mold of coming power constantly growing 
intellectual and spiritual dwarfism; in us. 
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"Those who are ever growing in 
grace will be steadfast in the faith, 
and 

" ... True sanctification is prog
ressive. H you are in grace 
and the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
you will improve every privilege 
and opportunity to gain more 
knowledge of the life and character 
ofChrist."-MYP 121:0, 1. 

" ... Growing in grace, you will 
love to attend religious meetings, 
and you will gladly bear testimony 
of the love of Christ before the 
congregation. 

"Heart Examination 

"Closely examine your own 
heart, and the state of your affec
tions toward God. Inquire, Have I 
devoted the precious moments of 
today in seeking to please myself, 
seeking for my own amusement? 
or have I made others happy? Have 
I helped those connected with me 
to greater devotion to God and to 
appreciate eternal things? Have I 
brought my religion into my home, 
and there revealed the grace of 
Christ in my words and in my 
deportment? By my respectful obe
dience, have I honored my parents, 
and thus kept the fifth command
ment? [And have I, as a parent, 
heeded the Saviour's words to 
fathers and mothers?] Have I 
cheerfully taken my little, every
day duties, performing them with 

fidelity, doing what I could to 
lighten the burdens of others? 
Have I kept my lips from evil, and 
my tongue from speaking guile? 
Have I honored Christ my Re
deemer, who gave His precious life 
that eternal life might be within my 
reach?"-Id. 122:0, 1. 

Self-surrender 

"The Redeemer will not accept 
divided service. Daily the worker 
for God [not just the minister but 
every member of Christ's body] 
must learn the meaning of self-sur
render. He must study the Word of 
God, learning its meaning and 
obeying its precepts. Thus he may 
reach the standard of Christian 
excellence. Day by day God works 
with him, perfecting the character 
that is to stand in the time of final 
test. And day by day the believer is 
working out before men and angels 
a sublime experiment, showing 
what the gospel can do for fallen 
human beings."-GW 113:1. 

There Brethren, is the stature of 
no dwarf professor but, rather, the 
developing stature of the overcom
er who by faith follows his Master 
whithersoever He goeth. 

There, Brethren, is your inspir
ing challenge, your reasonable 
hope, for [1994]. 

"He that hath an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith." Rev. 
3:22. 
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"We need to experience daily a 
reconversion."-TDWG 343:1. 

"Peace be to the brethren, and 
love with faith, from God the Fa

Sincerely yours for a deter
mined effort to possess the grace 
of humility, 

ther and the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bashan Family 
Grace be with all them that love -Newsletter, Dec. 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity." pp. 8-10. 
Eph. 6:23, 24. 

THE YEAR 

We dare not weep the waning year, 
We dare not hail the new; 

For vain alike are smile and tear, 
And blent the shadows are with cheer, 
As past the frostbite and the fear 

The gladness struggles through; 
But this one truth we surely hold
God rules all years, the new, the old. 

The Past, which brought us so much pain, 
Brought, too, the cure of ill; 

The future dimly gleams, in vain 
Our steps we urge, our eyes we strain, 
As slowly in unhastening train 

The days their course fulfill; 
And each to each these tidings tell
God rules the years, and all is well. 

Brave and content, then, come what may, 
We face what time may send, 

Life can not be all holiday, 
And love and hope alike decay, 
And disappointments bar the way 

Sometimes until the end; 
But we can bear all, knowing this·
God rules the years, and we are His. 

-Susan Coolidge 

19, 1980, 
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TAPE UST NO. 34 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

144 A Comparative Study of First and Second Fruits ....... 45 
158 Perfection of Character ........................... 90 
167 Time of Preparation-Be Y e Ready ................. 60 
183 Making the Right Choice Brings the 

Most Glorious Reward ......................... 60 
188 The Lion of the Tribe of Judah Hath Prevailed ........ 60 
197 The People of the Lord Purify Their Garments 

in the Blood of the Lamb ....................... 60 
201 Luke 14 ....................................... 60 
211 End-Time Events ............................... 60 
219 The Blood of Jesus (Part ....................... 90 
220 The Blood of Jesus (Part 2) ....................... 30 

M. J. Bingham's Studies 

5 Christ Within, The Hope of Glory ] ) ........... 90 
6 Christ Within, The Hope of Glory 2) ........... 60 

41 David's Armour of Light ......................... 90 
61 Comments on "False Claims of 

The Shepherd's Rod Exposed" .................. 60 
68 Some Passages, Some Reflections, 

Some Conclusions ............................ 90 
87 The Bulls of Bas han (An explanation) ............... 90 
95 Question and Answer No.2 ....................... 60 
96 Ten Steps to Being Spued Out ..................... 90 

104 I Surrender (Part 1) ............................. 60 
105 I Surrender (Part 2) ............................. 60 
106 I Sunender (Part 3) ............................. 30 

Note: Although the audio on a few of theM. J. R study tapes are 
not as clear as we would like them to be, we believe their subject 
matter is well worth listening to and digesting. 

Cost of Tapes: 30 mintues-$1.00; 45 minutes-$1.50; 60 minutes 
-$2.50; 90 minutes-$3.00. All monies must be in U.S. currency. 0 
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NOTICES 

NEWS FROM BASHAN: Since the 
last TIDINGS, August-October 
1994, we are happy to share with 
you the further progress on the 
Chapel/School complex" With the 
building completely enclosed, the 
men are now working inside fram
ing the various rooms, with plans 
to soon start on the plumbing and 
electrical work and on the insulat
ing of the walls, etc" Now that the 
colder weather is here, we praise 
God that they can work inside" A 
temporary heating system which 
will soon be installed will enable 
them to work more comfortably. 
From the progress that is being 
made, and barring no unforeseen 
circumstances, it seems we shall 
be ready to begin another session 
of the School, tentatively planned 
for early fall of 1995" As we have 
previously explained, the school is 
not for members who want to 
study deeper into the message" It is 

I
. for training workers to find a place 

in the Lord's work So those who 
are seriously interested in this 
work, and by God's grace are able 
to qualify to engage in it, let us 
know of your burden and desire" It 
is also our hope to have a Seminar 
at the opening of the School in 
1995" So keep these matters in 
mind and help us pray that these 
tentative plans will materialize 
next year or as the Lord sees besL 
VISITORS AND OTHER HELPERS: 
We praise and thank God for all 
who have visited in the past 

months and have helped with the 
work in one way or another, Now 
with all the visitors gone, and with 
Brother Edwin West's returning to 
his home, it seems as though we 
are down to Gideon's band" With 
so many tasks to perform here, 
it will take a lot of faith to get 
the Chapel/School complex com
pleted" But we have faith to believe 
that the Lord will bless the few 
hands that are here and that, if He 

He will send others to help 
with the finishing work so that we 
can be ready for another session 
of the School and a Seminar in 
1995. 
WHETHER THEY HEAR OR WHETH
ER THEY FOREBEAR: The Lord's 
charge to us is to take the message 
of warning to our brethren" Re
gardless of how they treat the mes
sage, we are not to judge them but 
to continue patiently to sound the 
message" If we fail, their blood will 
be required at our hands" (See 
Ezek" 33:1-16") At all times, 
though, we are to remember to 
exercise great taste and tact And 
whether we approach them person
ally, or whether we get their names 
and addresses, may we know that 
we are taking the message to them 
whether they hear or whether they 
forebear, 
CASSETTE TAPE ORDERS: To facil
itate your receiving your tape 
orders with dispatch, always order 
by number and not by the title of 
the studies" 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Adventist Review 

Counsels on Stewardship 

The Desire of Ages 

1950 General Conference Special 

In Heavenly Places 

Gospel Workers 

The Leviticus of the D.S.D.A. 

Messages to Young People 

Patriarchs and Prophets 

Testimonies, Volumes 1- 9 

Pre-"Eleventh Hour" Extra, Tract 1 

Why Perish?, Tract 6 

Mount Zion at the Eleventh Hour, Tract 8 

This Day With God 

Timely Greetings, Volumes 1, 2 

Testimonies to Ministers 

The Youth's Instructor 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"Satan is now more earnestly engaged in playing the 
game of life for souls than at any previous time; and unless 
we are contantly on our guard, he will establish in our hearts, 
pride, love of self, love of the world, and many other evil 
traits. He will also use every possible device to unsettle our 
faith in God and in the truths of His Word. If we have not a 
deep experience in the things of God, if we have not a thor
ough knowledge of His Word, we shall be beguiled to our 
ruin by the errors and sophistries of the enemy. False doc
trines will sap the foundations of man, because they have not 
learned to discern truth from error. Our only safeguard 
against the wiles of Satan is to study the Scriptures diligent
ly, to have an intelligent understanding of the reasons of our 
faith, and faithfully to perform every known duty. The indul
gence of one known sin will cause weakness and darkness 
and subject us to fierce temptation."-HP 348:1. 
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