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BELIEVE AND PROSPER 

THE thirty-fourth chapter of 
Ezekiel speaks of sheep and 

shepherds, and in verse thirty-one 
the Lord explains that the sheep 
there spoken of are symbolical of 
His people: "And ye My flock, 
the flock of My pasture, are men, 
and I am your God, saith the Lord 
God"" 

Therefore, the sheep referred 
to in this scripture are the people 
of God, and the pasture is His 
Word upon which they feed" 
"Thus saith the Lord God; Be
hold, I between cattle and 
cattle, between the rams and the 
he goats. Seemeth it a small thing 
unto you to have eaten up the 
good but ye must tread 
down with your feet the residue 
of your pastures? and to have 
drunk of the waters, but ye 
must foul the residue with your 
feet? And as for My flock, they 
eat that which ye have trodden 
with your feet; and they drink that 
which ye have fouled with your 
feet. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God unto Behold, I, even I, 
will judge between the fat cattle 
and between the lean cattle." 
Ezek. 34:17-20. 

In these verses the Lord asks 
if it seems good to those who pro
fess to be of His flock to accept 
only a part of the Truth He sends 
to them, and to tread down with 

their feet the residue. Then He 
adds that His true flock accept all 
that He sends to them, even that 
which others refuse. Hence, 
because some accept only that 
part of the message which does 
not cross their perverse wills, and 
only that which suits their taste 
and their fancy, therefore, saith 
the Lord, "I will judge between 
cattle and cattle." 

There has ever been a class 
among God's people who make it 
their business to question and to 
criticize everything in the "un
folding of truth." They say, "We 
accept this and that, but we will 
not accept the otheL" They think 
it a mark of intelligence to ques
tion and to criticize. But this 
proud and self-esteeming class 
among church members, who 
think they are so wise and so ca
pable of judging even the mes
sage which they have already 
acknowledged that God has sent 
them, have always met the dis
pleasure of the Lord, and He has 
demonstrated to men that their so
called wisdom is nothing short of 
foolishness" They are so foolish 
that even though their case has 
been presented to them in the ex
perience of others for thousands 
of years, they cannot discern their 
evil, soul-destroying course. 
These self-appointed judges of 

(3) 
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the messages that God sends to His 
people have, by their doubts and 
criticisms, scattered away from 
Christ many weak souls who are 
subject to being affected with the 
disease whenever they are exposed 
to it. Therefore, thus saith the Lord, 
"Because ye have thrust with side 
and with shoulder, and pushed all 
the diseased with your horns, till ye 
have scattered them abroad; there
fore will I save My flock, and they 
shaH no more be a prey; and I will 
judge between cattle and cattle." 
Ezek. 34:21, 22. 

Moreover, the Spirit of Proph
ecy says: " ... As Jesus was re
jected, so I saw that these messages 
have been rejected. And as the dis
ciples declared that there is salva
tion in no other name under heav
en, given among men, so also 
should the servants of God faithful
ly and fearlessly warn those who 
embrace but a part of the truths 
connected with the third message, 
that they must gladly receive all 
the messages as God has given 
them, or have no part in the mat
ter."-EW 188, 189. 

The spirit that worked in the 
Jewish leaders is still at work. In 
Christ's time the people pretended 
to be very ardent in their belief of 
the writings of Moses and the 
prophets, and found fault with their 
fathers who killed the prophets, 
But they themselves were even 
worse than their fathers, for they 

were seeking to kill the One Who 
was greater than all the seers, Like
wise there are some professed pres
ent-truth believers who feign to be 
very faithful to, and zealous for, 
the writings of Sister White, but 
who are now, as were others in her 
time, "eating up the good pas
ture"-only that part of the mes
sage which suits their taste-and 
treading down with their "feet the 
residue" of their pasture, 

" 'By giving place to doubts and 
unbelief in regard to the work of 
God, and by cherishing feelings of 
distrust and cruel jealousies, they 
are preparing themselves for com
plete deception, They rise up with 
bitter feelings against the ones who 
dare to speak of their errors and 
reprove their sins: "-5T 672:1. 
" 'Satan has ability to suggest 
doubts and to devise objections to 
the pointed testimony that God 
sends, and many think it a virtue, a 
mark of intelligence in them, to be 
unbelieving and to question and 
quibble. Those who desire to doubt 
will have plenty of room, God does 
not propose to remove aU occasion 
for unbelief He gives evidence, 
which must be carefully investi
gated with a humble mind and a 
teachable spirit; and all should 
decide from the weight of evi
dence. 'God gives sufficient evi
dence for the candid mind to 
believe; but he who turns from the 
weight of evidence because there 
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are a few things which he cannot 
make plain to his finite understand
ing, will be left in the cold, chilling 
atmosphere of unbelief and ques
tioning doubts, and will make ship
wreck offaith.' "-Id. 675, 676. 

The Scriptures plainly declare 
that no one can possibly interpret 
the Word of God privately-with
out the aid of Inspiration (2 Pet. 
1:20, 21). Those who, without the 
Spirit of God, undertake to inter
pret the messages the Lord sends 
to them, "will make shipwreck of 
faith," and will find themselves 
serving Satan instead of serving 
Christ. 

Let all present-truth believers 
carefully study the fourth chapter 
of Zechariah, and take particular 
notice of the method there illus
trated, which God employs to re
veal truth to His people. The dili
gent Bible student will there see 
that the candlestick represents the 
church membership (Rev. 1 :20); 
that the tubes from the golden 
bowl (the writings of the Spirit of 
Prophecy) to the candlestick repre
sent the ministry (TM 188:2); that 
the olive trees are symbolical of 
the Old and New Testament 
Scriptures (GC 267:1); and that the 
two golden pipes, which carry the 
golden oil from the trees to the 
bowl, are the only two mediums 
which God has employed since 
1844 A.D. to interpret the Scrip
tures. 

Moreover, we are told by the 
prophet Ezekiel in language un
mistakable that at the establishing 
of the Kingdom, which is to break 
all the kingdoms, God will have 
one man to teach His people: "And 
I will set up one shepherd over 
them, and he shall feed them, even 
My servant David; he shall feed 
them, and he shall be their shep
herd. And I the Lord will be their 
God, and My servant David a 
prince among them; I the Lord 
have spoken it. And I will make 
with them a covenant of peace, and 
will cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land: and they shaH 
dwell safely in the wilderness, and 
sleep in the woods. And I will 
make them and the places round 
about My hill a blessing; and I will 
cause the shower to come down in 
his season; there shall be showers 
of blessing." Ezek. 34:23-26. 

Not one of us can even dare to 
compare ow· greatness with that of 
Jesus, yet He believed all the writ
ings of the prophets, and those who 
consider themselves to be wise, 
a.ad think it too humiliating to be
lieve all, He calls "fools" (Luke 
24:25). God's people still err in 
this matter. They are "foolish". 
They seem to be incapable of com
prehending these facts, as the apos
tles were incapable of compre
hending Jesus' teachings concem
ing the "kingdom" then. 

There has been a multitude in 
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all ages who, instead of being bap
tized in Christ and His truth, have 
been baptized in some man, have 
followed that man instead of fol
lowing Christ, and have joined the 
multitude in the Church instead of 
the multitude in heaven. The same 
condition exists in our age. Conse
quently, when Christ speaks, the 
majority think the voice to be that 
of a stranger, and when Truth un
folds, they call it error, and instead 
of following Christ and obeying 
the Truth, they follow the man and 
reject the Truth. This has been re
peated again and again, and as a 
result the few faithful ones who 
have desired to follow Christ and 
His Truth have, by the foolish, 
been cast out of the churches and 
compelled to sta1i all over again. 

"Now! beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions 
and offences contrary to the doc
trine which ye have learned; and 
avoid them. For they that are such 
serve not our Lord JeSLlS but 
their own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple." Rom. 16:17, 
18. 

brother! Awake sister! 
"Shake thyself from the 
and sit down, 0 Jerusalem: loose 

from the bands of thy neck, 
0 caotive daugther of Zion." Isa. 

52:2. 

-5 Code 

~;~"""7) 

'l 
J. 
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CHRISTIANITY AND CULTS: 

AN ANALYSIS OF LIBERALISM AND ITS RESULTS 

Part I 

are literally thousands of 
groups, and fellow

ships that claim to have some 
or even all the truth, neces

sary for salvation. As we near the 
year an explosion of reli
gious groups is occuring. Along 
with it comes a significant devel
opment which may be termed the 
Action-Reaction Syndrome of 
Religion. Although all religions 
are experiencing upheaval and 
tensions between liberals and tra
ditionalists, we are chiefly con
cerned with the large Protestant 
Churches of America. Included 
are the United Methodists, Pres
byterians, United Church of 
Christ, Lutherans, Episcopalians 
(American Anglicans), and some 
Baptist groups. As these churches 
become more liberal, there is an 
equal reaction against their ongo
ing liberalism, causing significant 
membership losses and helping 
spur the growth of large numbers 
of New Religious Movements. In 
many cases, these religious move
ments are authoritarian groups 
that seek to encumber their mem
bers with minute rules and regula
tions, offering stem and strict sys
tems of belief and discipline, 
claiming that theirs is the only 

road to salvation. Often these 
groups become what are popularly 
known as "cults." Careful study of 
their doctrines and practices re
veals that they usually have arisen 
in reaction to the fast-marching 
corruption of liberal Protestant
ism. 

If you have ever wondered 
what encourages "cults" to spring 
up, consider the following state
ment from Paul Moore, an influ
ential, liberal mainline church
man. "'The scene that's going to 
upset everybody is His [Christ's] 
delirium on the cross when he 
makes love to Mary Magdalene 
on the screen.' " Moore also 
hailed the film as "artistically ex
cellent and theologically sound." 

Moore, Episcopal bishop of 
New York, was referring to a film 
by Martin Scorsese, "Last Temp
tation of Christ," widely criticized 
by conservative Christians as 
another example of Hollywood's 
blasphemous, antireligious dispo
sition. 

America is not only a land of 
economic opportunity but also a 
land of religious opportunity, 
which partly accounts for its phe
nomenal proliferation of religious 
groups. But there are other rea-
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sons for the explosion of religious 
groups in America. "Cults" (reli
gion scholars prefer the term New 
Religious Movements) are often a 
reaction to a corrupted Christianity 
that has commercialized salvation, 
demeaned Christ's divinity, politi
cized the Gospel, altered the fun
damentals of New Testament doc
trine, and offered effortless reli
gious consumerism in the place of 
Christian sacrifice. (Religious con
sumerism, like its economic coun
terpart, is based on the law of sup
ply and demand: the consumers 
demand a more palatable product, 
and the seller willingly complies.) 
Paul Moore's statement reflects the 
liberal thinking of the mainline 
Protestant churches in America, a 
thinking that has succeeded in 
driving many people into New 
Religious Movements or into the 
more conservative evangelical 
churches. Newton's law of action
reaction can be applied here: for 
every failure of established reli
gion to live up to its claims of 
holding the keys of salvation, a 
person or group will arise in direct 
and corresponding reaction. This 
provides fertile ground for the 
cultic seed to grow. Many people 
have grown disillusioned with 
organized religion due to its many 
lapses and excesses. Among them: 

• In 1979, Pat Robertson of 700 
Club fame, set up a project to film 
the second coming of Christ. 

Known as "God's Special Project," 
crew members at one time "dis
cussed how Jesus' radiance might 
be too bright for the cameras .... " 
Robertson, a charismatic Baptist, 
once prayed for the resurrection of 
a young girl killed in an auto acci
dent, and claims to have prayed a 
hurricane away from the eastern 
U.S. coast He ran for President of 
the United States in 1988, drawing 
considerable support from conserv
ative Christians. (There will be no 
need to televise Christ's coming
" Every eye shall see Him." Rev. 
1:7.) 

• During the 1980s, the Assem
blies of God Church was rocked 
by the personal and financial 
wrongdoings of Jim Baker, Jimmy 
Swaggart, and Martin Gorman, all 
high-profile televangelists who 
were Assemblies ministers. (AU 
were subsequently expelled from 
the denomination.) 

• The Methodist Hospital of 
Houston, Texas, is a nonprofit, tax 
exempt hospital that is supposed to 
help the needy, but turns 
the poor away-even the seriously 
ill. Instead, the luxuriant hospital 
caters to wealthy clients who can 
afford the expensive, excellent care 
it offers. 

• The Roman Catholic Church 
is undergoing a painful series of 
scandals involving charges of 
widespread child and adult sexual 
abuse bv priests and even some 
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bishops. 
• On January 4, 1987, television 

evangelist Oral Roberts declared 
that God would take his life unless 
he raised 8 million dollars. Said 
Roberts, "I won't be on this earth 
much longer .... My life depends 
on what you do .... God has said to 
me that we must fulfill this vision 
or my life will be over." (Roberts 
quickly got the money he needed. 
As of 1994, Roberts is still very 
much alive.) 

• An Episcopal Church commis
sion in 1991 proposed guidelines 
on human sexuality that endorse 
homosexuality and the ordination 
of homosexuals. 

• Numerous influential Christian 
leaders, scholars, and pastors do 
not believe in the virgin birth or 
Christ's divinity. Translation: 
Christ's death was just the un
fortunate assassination of a good 
man. 

• A current scholastic confer
ence, "The Jesus Seminar," is 
pushing for adoption of the Gospel 
of Thomas, purportedly the lost 
wisdom sayings of Jesus. One 
scholar enthusiastically states that 
"The Gospel of Thomas" "spares 
us the cmcifixion, makes the resur
rection unnecessary, and does not 
present us with a God named 
Jesus." 

• In 1988, the world conference 
of Anglicans voted to express 
"understanding" for those who 

"choose the way of the armed 
struggle as the only way to jus
tice." Translation: Violence can be 
a good thing. 

• During the 1970s, the Sev
enth-day .Adventist Church sank 
nearly 40 million dollars into the 
construction business of an SDA 
southern California developer who 
eventually declared bankruptcy. 
Many ordinary Adventists, includ
ing elderly people and widows, lost 
life savings, and an Adventist
controlled service for the blind, 
Christian Record Braile Founda
tion, invested in the scheme. 

• A 1991 official report from the 
Presbyterian Church, "Keeping 
Body and Soul Together," declared 
that "there is no single, consistent 
biblical ethic of sexuality." It also 
urged Christians to "celebrate all 
forms of sexual intimacy, marital, 
premarital, or postmarital." 

• Victor P. Furnish of Southern 
Methodist University holds that 
Old Testament strictures against 
homosexuality are part of a code 
that Christians should no longer 
observe. The Methodist Church has 
been in the forefront of allowing 
homosexuals in its ministry. 

• ''Before the opening worship 
service began at the last general 
assembly of the W odd Council of 
Churches (WCC) in Canberra, 
Australia, delegates passed through 
the smoke of burning leaves. This 
was a pagan cleansing rite. The 
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congregation then listened to 
recorded insect noises and watched 
a male dancer impersonate a kan
garoo .... [A] South Korean theolo
gian invoked the spirits of the dead 
and exhorted the audience of more 
than 4000 to read the Bible 'from 
the perspective of birds, water, 
air, trees' and to 'think like a 
mountain.' " 

• Vijay Menon, a delegate from 
India, declared, "Pagan culture has 
infiltrated the WCC. I left that 
behind to become a Christian." 

• At the same assembly in 
Canberra, Australia, a study group 
desired a Biblical point of view on 
an issue. Replied a WCC staffer, 
"Oh no. It's Christian imperialism 
to suggest that the Bible has more 
to say than other books." (See 
Notes for full text of article.) 

• The American Baptist church
es, along with Seventh-day 
Adventists, were early proponents 
of legalized abortion though the 
Baptists (but not Adventists) have 
since backed away from this posi
tion. 

• George Carey, chosen in 1990 
as the chief bishop of world 
Anglicanism, has declared his 
unbelief in the Genesis account of 
man.'s creation. Carey also says 
that he has never found it easy to 
believe in God. 

• Hoping to sell more Bibles, 
"African American Family Press" 
has. produced a version that is very 

colorful but undermines Biblical 
veracity. Eve's confrontation with 
the serpent in Genesis 3 is :ren
dered: "Yeah, snake, I can eat of 
these trees, just not the tree of 
knowledge or the Almighty said 
I'd be knocked off." Replies the 
snake: "Nah, sister, he's feeding 
you a line of bull. You won't die. 
The Almighty just knows thac if 
you eat from the tree you 'H be 
hipped to what's going down." 
is fundamentally wrong to add to 
or subtract from Scripture.) 

• A Catholic order, The Poor 
Sisters of Mishwaka, Indiana, was 
found to be worth 86 million dol
lars. 

• Some ministers talk of ~ 

" 'customer oriented' and attend 
seminars in church growth 
in business terms. Translation: reli
gion can be good business. 

• In a 1990 seminar held at 
Highland Park United Methodist 
Church in Dallas, Texas, Linda 
Finnell, a self-proclaimed witch, 
built an altar to the goddess 
"Diana." The Seminar was spon
sored by the School of Theology of 
Southern Methodist University. 

• Marianne Williamson, a writer 
and lecturer who advocates a blend 
of New Age philosophy and Chris
tianity, declares, "Love in your 
mind produces love in your life. 
This is the meaning of heaven. 
Fear in your mind produces fear in 
your life. This is the meaning of 
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hell." Translation: heaven and hell 
are just figments of your imagina
tion, and are not etemal realities. 

Searching for Security 

Mankind is endlessly searching 
for People often believe 
church membership ensures salva
tion. Being bom into a church, or 
"birthright membership," in res
pectable churches has often been 
considered enough to open the 
doors of heaven. If true, the more 
respectable the the better 
one's chance of salvation. But this 
is not the case. The Bible teaches 
that one must be born again to be 
saved. In His conversation with 
Nicodemus, Jesus spoke these 
timeless words: a man be 
born of water and of the he 
cannot enter into the of 
God." John 3:3. Croft M. 
pastor of the 
Deaf in New 

of the 
has nut it well: 

"Baptism and church ""~'nu•a 
are but 
save your soul." 

Roman Catholicism alone accounts 
for one billion adherents. Protes
tantism worldwide may account 
for another 400 million. The larger 
something the bigger the target 
Christianity's failures a 
large target. In the hands of a Jim 
Jones or a David Koresh, these 
shortcomings help generate New 
n."""'"Y'"" Movements. This proc
ess can be negative or 
Seeking to address the failures of 
established some New 
Religious Movements offer 
positive, Christ-centered messages; 
others react in negative, authoritar
ian ways. Most of the current 
reaction 

has been sp<trked 
eralism of the large Protestant 
churches. Increasingly, doctrinal 
and lifestyle liberalism has caused 
serious membership loss among 
the Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Lutherans, and United 
Churches of ChrisL Some mem
bers of these churches have grown 
weary of systems that seem to tol
erate everything and stand for 

Members are thus de
Q,:::>,-.nr~h' that 

which has not appre
relaxed its doctrinal stance, 

has held its own during the ""''-'"""!'; 

mainline 
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Protestant churches of America 
have declined, the conservative 
evangelical and fundamentalist 
churches have dramatically grown 
-precisely because they have 
offered a greater sense of spiritual 
security through stricter moral 
codes. Further, some mainline 
churches offer a "High Church" or 
formal religion that has left many 
adherents feeling spiritually cold 
and unsatisfied. The conservative 
churches, and New Religious 
Movements, offer a warm, person
al, even ecstatic religious experi
ence. Not surprisingly, most peo
ple, if given a choice, choose a 
warm, personal religion over the 
coldness of the "High Church" 
model. 

Breedfing Religious Excess 

Newton said that for every 
action there will be an equal and 
opposite reaction. How does this 
apply to the world of religion? 

The Church of Christ provides 
an example of the Action-Reaction 
Syndrome. Tracing its origin to the 
American revivalist preacher 
Alexander Campbell, the Church 
of Christ is an outgrowth of the 
Campbellite movement that flour
ished in the mid-nineteenth cen
tury. In time, the Campbellites 
divided, producing three main 
branches: the of 
the Christian Church, and the 

Church of Christ. The Church of 
Christ advocates "restoration theol
ogy," meaning that it believes it is 
the only true restorer of New Tes
tament Christianity. It rejects not 
only Old Testament law but also 
Old Testament prophecy; prohibits 
instrumental music in its churches, 
and denies that it is a denomina
tion, claiming it is simply an asso
ciation of believers. (If true, there 
would be no need for its name, 
"Church of Christ." In the U.S. 
Census of 1900, it was classified as 
a denomination, a designation 
which it has accepted ever since.) 
From small, humble beginnings, 
the Church of Christ has grown in
to a denomination that is strong in 
the Southern and Midwestern 
United States. Hallmark teachings 
of this church are a strong antino
mianism (against the law), congre
gationalism (against central church 
authority), and an insistent belief 
that salvation is found within its 
denomination. 

Probably in reaction to these 
doctrines, a new schism has arisen 
from the Churches of Christ, 
known as the International Church
es of Christ. Founded by Kip 
McKean and originally known as 
the Boston Church of Christ, the 
International Church of Christ 
places extreme emphasis upon 
minute control of members' per
sonal lives. No detail is too small 
to escape control. The Church 
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stresses centralized, authoritarian 
control of the movement, which 
centers on its founder's personal
ity. Its extreme personal control of 
adherents is known as "Shep
herding." An elder in the church 
acts as guide, counselor, and con
troller of the new member, sup
posedly shepherding that person 
through his or her spiritual jour
ney. 

Despite a barrage of criticism 
from all sides, the International 
Churches of Christ remain unfazed 
and unchanged. And while many 
former adherents bitterly denounce 
the authoritarianism of McKean's 
movement, many others cannot 
praise it highly enough. Saying 
that it has given them a sense of 

purpose, a spiritual security, a new 
direction in life, as well as showing 
the benefits .of a moral life, they 
totally believe that the Internation
al Churches of Christ hold the keys 
of salvation. To them, salvation is 
to be in the church; to be outside is 
to be lost. 

Evidently, the extreme antino
mianism and antiauthority beliefs 
of the original Churches of Christ 
produced a backlash, and the pen
dulum has swung 180 degrees in 
the opposite direction, producing a 
strongly legalistic, authoritarian 
sect. Action and reaction is at 
work. 

-Jeriel E. Bingham. 
Coming next: Division among 

Adventists. 

~-~ 

"The Christian Church, though, did not long continue in 
'grace,' but it, too, in time fell even lower than the Jewish Church. 
Necessarily something had to be done for her also if any of her 
members were to be made free, and if God was still to have a 
Church on earth. Unquestionably, this 'something' was none other 
than the Protestant Reformation. But since we all know that the 
Reformation has not yet accomplished its Divinely appointed pur
pose, has not reached the accord and faith which the Church 
enjoyed on the day of Pentecost, it is obvious that another attempt 
of revival and reformation is an absolute necessity."-2TG 39:9:2, 
1949 Edition; 9:1, 1989 Edition. 
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THE LITTLE PEOPLE9S READER 

DANIEL WEBSTER AND THE BIBLE 

HOUGH Daniel Web
ster's fame rests chief
ly upon his oratorical 
powers, he was remark
able, too, for his famil-

with the Bible. In fact, his 
colleagues once nicknamed him 
the "Biblical Concordance of the 
United States Senate." How he 
earned this title, and how the Bible 
influenced his literary style, is told 
by the Youth's corrw'unron 

VVhile a mere lad he read with 
such power and expression that the 
passing teamsters, who stopped to 
water their horses, used to get 
"Webster's boy" to come out be
neath the shade of the trees and 
read the Bible to them. 

Those who heard Mr. Webster, 
in latter life, recite passages from 
the Hebrew prophets and the 
Psalms, say that he held them 
spellbound, while each passage, 
even the most familiar, came home 
to them in a new meaning. One 
gentleman says that he never 
received such ideas of the majesty 
of God and the dignity of man as 
he did one clear night when Mr. 
Webster, standing in the open air, 
recited the eighth psalm. 

Webster's mother observed an
other old fashion of New England 
in training her son. She encouraged 

him to memorize such Scriptural 
passages as impressed him. The 
boy's retentive memory, and his 
sensitiveness to Bible metaphors 
and to the rhythm of the English 
version, stored his mind with 
Scripture. 

On one occasion the· teacher of 
the district school offered a jack
knife to the boy who would recite 
the greatest number of verses from 
the Bible. When Webster's turn 
came, he arose and reeled off so 
many verses that the master was 
forced to cry, "Enough!" It was the 
mother's training, and the boy's 
delight in the idioms and music of 
King James' version, that made 
him the "Biblical Concordance of 
the Senate." 

But 1hese two factors made him 
more than a "concordance." The 
Hebrew prophets inspired him to 
eloquent utterances. He listened to 
them, until their vocabulary and 
idioms, as expressed in King 
James' translations, became his 
mother tongue. Of his lofty utter
ance it may be said, as Words
worth said of Milton's poetry, they 
are "Hebrew in soul." Therefore 
they project themselves into the 
future. 

--YI58 0 
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"My Smd Is Rich.ly Blessed" 

I am extending thanks for the 
kind hospitality given to me during 
my visit there. I enjoyed every 
moment of my stay and my soul is 
richly blessed. I was truly looking 
forward to and I did not let any 
blessing slip by me. 

The mornings of prayer were 
precious to me. The readings, the 
instmctions, the reproofs, the cor
rections, and the encouragements, 
were divinely sent from God for 
me and I was very glad for them. 
My soul was truly hungry for some 
spiritual food, and I did not let any 
waste. 

I really miss the fellowship. I 
hope by God's will I will be able 
to return soon. (Kansas) 

"AU Good and True
But Who Wants It" 

Thank you very much for send
ing the [Burdened Letter]. It is all 
good and true-but who wants it 
It is a little obsolete, even though 
it is truth. I believe the honest at 
heart are waking up. If not now, 

LETTERS 

then when! Christ is at the door. 
Where do you live that you are so 
behind time? 

The truth will just about pene
trate everywhere with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Let's be ready 
every moment of the time and pray 
for others, including me and my 
son. God bless you. Glad you 
wrote. (California) 

Prays to Be Worthy 

God bless all of you as you 
labor in the work of the building of 
the Kingdom. 

The Bashan Newsletter is very 
encouraging and a blessing to help 
us along our Christian way. I pray 
to have courage so to live before 
my family that they will see it is 
good to follow the Lord. 

I am asking for my Certificate 
of Fellowship and praying that I 
am worthy. 

I do pray that all of you are well 
and happy with all the good the 
Lord is blessing you with. I thank 
you for your prayers as you pray 
for us out here in the world with its 
distractions. (Eastern U.S.) 
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A Request for Information 
and Knowledge 

I received in the mail a copy of 
A Reply to A Pastor's Comparative 
Study, Tract 1, Series C. I have not 
heard of "The Shepherd's Rod" 
either. 

In addition to my request for 
Tract 7, please send me any infor
mation that might be lmowledgable 
to me. (Florida) 

"Not Searching for Truth" 

My husband and I receive from 
time to time literature from your 
organization. We're not searching 
for truth. Therefore, please remove 
[our] name from your mailing list. 
We do not expect any further mail, 
letters or booklets. Thank you. 
(Florida) 

Finds Present Truth "Fantastic" 

I have Tract 3, Series A, and 
Tract 8, Series A. I have studied 
Tract 3 and it is fantastic! I'm just 
starting Tract 8. Please send me all 
that you can, especially those that 
deal with present truth, last day 
events, etc. Also I would like infor
mation on contributions because I 
do want to support as much as I 
can a work that I believe God is 
leading. Thank you. 

P.S. I would like to be on your 
regular mailing list. (Tennessee) 

"All Smiles" 

As usual everything was fantas
tic. I truly enjoyed the weekend. I 
hated to leave Sister Gulley but it 
had to be done. Take good care of 
her. 

After a visit to Bashan I'm all 
smiles for a while. (Alabama) 

In His "Blood and Bones" 

I was surprised to hear of 
Brother Amedee; we were very 
good friends but I realize he [was] 
getting older. I, too, get forgetful at 
times, but when it comes to the 
message of the Rod and the in
spired quotations, they are still 
new; more than when I was in 
England. For my continuing to 
study I am giving the glory to God. 
Praise His name, yes, . the message 
has reached to my blood and 
bones. Thank God, it is my glory, 
my life, my all and all. As I study 
each day I can see no other way but 
to follow the Rod of God from 
Bashan's pasture. I am still fighting 
on, determining never to give up 
the battle. 

This one thing we know-that 
we are guardians of the doctrine 
and if we are defeated it is because 
we are not studying the message. I 
am fully satisfied that there is no 
one that can defeat this message. 
This is my personal experience of 
28 years. (Jamaica) 
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A Typical Reply time for A YS. The Lord led us to 
this church, for as we arrived there 

[Hoary with age in 1994-over that Sabbath afternoon, a lecture 
60 years old!] I am a Seventh-day was to be given about end-time 
Adventist. I am not interested in prophecies and Daniel's mystery 
any literature from you via mail or stone was discussed, among other 
otherwise. I have the truth and I'm things. Of course the lecturer 
not looking for anything else. applied his fabled interpretation to 
Remove my name from your mail- the prophecies. The Lord presented 
ing list IMMEDIATELY. I did not us with an excellent opportunity to 
send my name to you. (Tennessee) give out the Stone tract, among 

"A Happy Rod Sabbath Day" 

Sabbath, June 8, was most cer
tainly "a happy Rod Sabbath day," 
especially at the second church we 
went to. 

others, which we carried with us. 
It's rather interesting how the Lord 
works in mysterious ways His 
wonders to perform. 

[The lecturer] declared that 
Babylon is now, even though he 
earlier said that no one has yet 
received the mark of the beast. He 
stated that Reagan, Thatcher, 

In the morning we went to a 
church in __ . We arrived there 
at 10 a.m., in time for Sabbath Yeltsin, and others, by 
School. Before the lesson started I negotiating with the Pope, have 
we were quizzed about our pres
ence among them. During the les
son we made our contribution, In 
my class it seemed that if we had 
not spoken nobody else would. 

After the divine service we took 
only three names and addresses, 
and we gave out only one tract On 
the way back we stopped at a park 
and had our lunch. We discussed 
the event which took place. We 
were somewhat disappointed that 
we had not achieved much. 
lunch we decided to visit another 
church, and the church in __ was 

chosen. 
We arrived there at 4 p.m. in 

ridden the beast. The more we 
heard the more we were impelled 
to work for God. 

The lecturer rebuked those who 
despise Sister White, and he 
showed that some of her prophe
cies were fulfilled. However, in 
some places, he did not make a 
proper application of her work: he 

666 upon the Pope and not 
on the USA, as she did. 

__ was the first to ask a ques
tion. His question was posed to 
establish what the mountain of 
Daniel 2 is, in order to establish 
that the stone is not Christ, but the 
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Upon being given an unsatisfac
tory answer a more pressing ques
tion was asked. The lecturer 
replied, "Are you a Shepherd's 
Rod?" Boldly came the reply, 
"Yes." 

Then the atmosphere within the 
church changed. First there was a 
stupendous silence as the revela
tion of our presence was felt; some 
became wide-eyed with mouth 
agape; then there were whispers; 
then some members became en
trenched and supported the lectur
er, saying, "the stone is Christ." 
Then the lecturer-a man who has 
dedicated his life to the study of 
eschatology; who over many years 
has collected reports from Time 
magazine, which he used to sup
port his study/lecture -not know
ing what else to replied to __ 
saying, patronizingly, "We love 
you; we may not always agree, but 
we love you," drawing on a policy 
card to give lip service of love. 
The pastor then intervened saying 
that all should accept the answers 

and let be done in an 
orderly manner. 

To be I exoected the 
Pastor to ask to leave and 
make a scathing attack on the Rod, 
but he did none of this, 

some members 
further entrenched themselves in 

de-

It took a "Shepherd's Rod" 
question to awaken the church. 
After that the church came alive 
and questions came from many 
people, including Brothers __ , 
__ ,and __ . 

One question which Brother 
__ asked regarded the lecturer's 
assumptions of Babylon's being in 
the present. The lecturer snaked his 
way out with some fabled answer, 
and the devil helped him with the 
reply-that all the instruments are 
in place to set up Babylon fully 
and finally, therefore, Babylon is 
set up, but its force is to be 

felt 
His argument was countered 

and thoughts were awakened. 
At the end of the lecture every 

man "waxed bold," declaring the 
message of the hour, God's Rod. 

Outside the church every man 
preached and presented some point 
of the very present truth, 
and openly proclaiming the Rod. 
Interest was stirred and some 

of us. Thus we gave out 
as many tracts as would be taken. 

The Pastor's wife declared that 
our presence brought confusion-
Babylon-in the church. She told 
me that I should not come back to 
the church. Afterwards she told me 
that I could come but I 
should not 

we need to know is that Christ 
[] 
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HEALTH WAVE 

NOT MILK .. NUTMILK! 

ARE you ready to try a healthy 
way to pleasantly surp1ise your 

taste buds? If so, why not sip on a 
warm mug of Ginger Sweet Pine 
Nut Milk or serve Mock EggNog 
Cashew Milk on those festive holi
day nights? Or perhaps you can be 
enticed by a chilled tumbler of 
Banana Coconut Cream Walnut 
Milk. 

I love serving nutmilks to 
friends, family, and inquisitive 
guests because of the many nutri
tional virtues this unique nondairy 
milk has. I find they can't resist 
hot or chilled versions of my 
"milk" creations, especially when 
served with homemade muffins. 

A mere one-third cup of raw 
nuts or seeds yields nearly a quart 
of nutmilk. And if you are con
cerned about calories, you may be 
surprised to learn that most nut
milks have less than 200 calories 
per serving. Nuts and seeds are 
excellent sources of the kind of 
unprocessed fat our bodies need. In 
fact, they have fatty acids (namely 
Omega 3 and 6) and high concen
trations of amino acids which aid 
the in burnin2: fat! These 
nutrients promote gJanuuv:n pro·· 
duction of hormones boost 

stream. Fatty acids also work with 
Vitamin D in the body by assisting 
in the utilization of calcium. 

Nutmilks are welcome news to 
people who are allergic to dairy 
products or have lactose intoler
ance (the inability to digest milk 
sugar). Pregnant and lactating mo
thers will appreciate the high calci
um content of nutmilks, especially 
those made from almonds or ses
ame seeds. 

Unlike homemade preparation 
of soy or grain milks, which re
quire keeping a vigil over boiling 
beans or fermenting rice, nutmilks 
can be ready in as little as five 
minutes. Of course, a little pre
paredness helps. For starters, you 
might want to spare a nook of your 
kitchen countertop for the culinary 
tools that go hand-in-hand with 
creating nutmilks-an electric 
blender and a coffee bean grinder. 
Next, make reservations on one 
shelf in a neighboring pantry for 
delicious whole food ingredients 
like spices and natural sweeteners. 
Then pave a place in the refrigera
tor for fresh nuts, seeds, fruitso and 

contain 

utilize vita- nuts are not 
mins and regulate fats in the blood- obtain nuts and seeds from a 
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source where stock is renewed 
often. Airtight jars such as pint or 
quart-size mason jars make fine 
cold-storage containers for the 
earth-colored jumble of nuts with 
which you can experiment. 

AU of my nutmilks contain flax
seed, a tiny, glossy, brown or 
sometimes golden herb seed. Its 
velveteen quality carries over into 
the nutmilk itself, creating a 
creamy texture once the liquid is 
added. The northern United States, 
Canada and Europe are some of 
the vistas for the lovely blue
flowering flax fields which have 
always enchanted me. 

Herbalists, beauticians, weavers 
and painters have relied for cen
turies on the versatile properties of 
flax. Flaxseed also makes an im
portant contribution to the diet. I 
learned this from the late Dr. 
Richard Barmaldan N.D., a world 
renowned nutritionist. Twenty 
years ago, when I was in my late 
teens and suffering from health 
problems, he explained that flax
seed contains linolenic acid, a 
nutrient missing from modem diets 
due to food hydrogenation and 
processing. Because the body can
not manufacture its own linolenic 

it must be obtained from new 
sources, such as flaxseed. Signs of 
linolenic deficiency include dull 
skin, constipation, hypoglycemia, 
cholesterol, cellulite and even heart 
disease. Because of the beneficial 

impact of flaxseed on my health, I 
reserve a special place for it in my 
heart as well as my recipes. Addi
tional ingredients are added as tex
ture enhancers, fortifiers or flavor
ing agents. Lecithin, a moist, yel
low substance from the soybean, 
makes nutmilks creamy. Like flax, 
it is capable of emulsifying recipe 
ingredients, promoting the assimi
lation of fats and lowering choles
terol. Slippery elm powder, a deli
cious and healing herblike food, is 
used to fortify nutmilks. It is de
rived from the inner bark of the 
slippery elm tree and has many 
enzymes that aid the body's diges
tive processes. For a chocolaty fla
vor I add carob, a naturally sweet 
bean that tastes like chocolate and 
contains some protein, phospho
rous and calcium. 

Finally, the remaining ingredi
ents can be as varied as you desire. 
Fresh and dried fruits define each 
drink, and I find they mingle nicely 
with an array of sweeteners. A 
dash of barley malt powder can 
replace or minimize the other 
sweetening options you can add, 
which include maple syrup, honey 
or easy-to-digest brown rice syrup. 
Natural flavoring extracts and 
spices add special appeaL Liquid 
ingredients such as filtered water, 
spring water or diluted fruit juice 
will transform the nuts, seeds, fruit 
and sweetener into a beverage. 
Heating the liquid before adding it 
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to the other ingredients makes an 
even smoother drink. 

Everyone can benefit from nut
milks, not only because they are 
highly nutritious, but also because 
they are simply delicious! Just try 
a delightful sip and you'll be con
vinced. Here's to your health! 

Preparing Nut and Seed Milks 
In Four Easy Steps 

In a 2-quart saucepan, heat ap
proximately 4 cups of fruit juice, 
filtered water or spring water to 
desired temperature. Tum heat off 
and allow to sit while you prepare 
the other ingredients. 

Select a combination of refrig
erated fresh nuts and seeds. Place 
approximately l/4 to 1/3 cup of 
nuts or seeds in the grinder. Cover 
to activate grinding blades. Press 
and release a few times to grind to 
a fine powder, about 15 to 20 sec
onds. Transfer the ground mixture 
to a blender. Place flaxseed in 
grinder and repeat process. Add 
ground flaxseed to the mixture in 
the blender. 

To the blender, add lecithin 
granules, fortifiers (slippery elm or 
carob powders), sweetener, flavor
ing extract and any fresh or recon
stituted fruit. Then add l/2 to 3/4 
cup of warm water and blend on 
medium speed to a smooth, pud
dinglike puree. Add the remaining 
water and blend on high until 

creamy. (For extra creamy nut
milks, reduce liquid to 3 cups; for 
a thinner version, add l/2 to 3/4 cup 
liquid. Amounts are suggested in 
the recipes; you may choose to 
vary them.) 

Pour the contents of the blender 
through a fine mesh strainer into 
a bowl or pitcher. Stir the milk 
as you pour because it will be 
thick and may not flow through 
the strainer without a bit of mash
ing. Serve immediately or bot
tle and refrigerate for up to three 
days. You may use prepared nut
milks for baked goods in place of 
milk. 

The recipes that follow are pre
pared as indicated above. 

Prairie Flower Cashew Milk 
A light and drink. Serves 4 

l/3 cup raw cashew nuts 
l Tbsp. flaxseeds 
1 tsp. lecithin granules 
2 Tbsp. honey 
l/4 to 1/2 tsp. lemon extract 
1 medium-size red apple, peeled 

and sliced 
3 cups hot water 

Serve chilled. 
Per serving: 132 cal, 2g prot, 

60mg sod, 18g carb, 7g fat, Omg 
chol, 13mg calcium. 

Mock EggNog Cashew Milk 
Here's a toast to vegetarians--a 
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low calorie ... rendition of a popu
lar holiday drink. 
Serves 3 

l/3 cup raw cashew nuts 
1 Tbsp. flaxseeds 
1 tsp. lecithin granules 
3/4 to 1 tsp. grated lemon rind 

(organic preferred) 
1/4 tsp. nutmeg powder 
2 to 4 Tbsp. honey (To taste.) 
1 to 1 l/2 tsp. vanilla extract 
3 to 3 l/4 cups near-boiling 

water 
Pinch of cinnamon powder 

(optional) 

Serve chilled. 
Per serving: 167 cal, 3g prot, 

97mg sod, 19g carb, lOg fat, Omg 
chol, 22mg calcium. 

Banana Coconut Cream Walnut 
Milk 
People all ages always ask for 
seconds when I serve this combo of 
nutritious flavors. 
Serves 4. 

l/3 cup raw walnuts 
1 Tbsp. flaxseeds 
1 tsp. lecithin granules 
1 Tbsp. honey 
2 Tbsp. brown rice syrup 
1/2 tsp. coconut extract 
l/2 tsp. vanilla extract 

2/3 cup ripe banana 
3 1/4 cups hot water 

Serve chilled or warm. 
Per serving: 155 cal, 3g prot, 

8mg sod, 19g carb, 9g fat, Omg 
chol, 16mg calcium. 

Ginger Sweet Pine Nut Milk 
This makes a great dessert! 
Serves 3 

1/3 cup raw pine nuts 
1 Tbsp. flaxseeds 
1 tsp. lecithin granules 
l/4 to 1/2 tsp. ginger powder 
1/8 tsp. cinnamon 
1/8 tsp. allspice 
1 1/2 Tbsp. ·light golden 

molasses 
1 Tbsp. honey 
1/4 tsp. lemon extract 
3 to 3 1/4 cups hot water 

Serve warm. 
Per serving: 216 cal, 7g prot, 

llmg sod, 19g carb. 17g fat, Omg 
chol, 34mg calcium. 

Reprinted from Vegetarian 
Gourmet, Winter 1992. Candia Lea 
Cole is the author of Gourmet 
Grains: Main Dishes Made of Na
ture and Not Milk .. Nutmilk! 

-O.C.W, Co-op Companion, 
Vol. 2, No.6, December 1993, pp. 
5, 6, 19, 21, 23. 

~~~ 
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OTHER NUT AND SOY MILK RECIPES 
FROM BASI-IAN'S KITCHEN 

Almond Milk 

1 cup almonds, raw 
1 quart water 
1 to 2 Tbs. honey, raw 
l/8 tsp. salt 
1 Tbs. oil (soy or safflower) 

1. Blanch almonds. (Pour boil
ing water over nuts. After one min
ute, slip skins off. with your fin
gers.) 

2. Blend aU ingredients in oster
izer till smooth (about 3 minutes). 
Do not add all the water at once. 

3. Strain if desired. Pulp may be 
used in baking. 

Almond-Coconut Milk 

Follow directions for making al
mond milk Use part almonds and 
part raw or flake coconut. 

Almond-Cashew Milk 

Use equal parts of almonds and 
cashews and follow directions 
given for almond milk. 

Almond-Sesame Milk 

Use equal parts of almonds and 
sesame seeds. 

Blend till smooth. Add honey 

and salt to taste. 
Strain. 
Use pulp in making cookies. 

Cashew Nut Milk 

1 cup raw cashews 
1 quart water 
1 Tbs. soy oil 
2 Tbs. raw honey 
l/4 tsp. salt 

Blend well about 3 minutes till 
very smooth. 

Chill in refrigerator. 
Can be used the same way as 

whole milk. 

Soybean Milk Noo 1 

2 l/2 cups dry soybeans = 1 lb. 
(makes 6 1/4 qts. milk). 

2 cups dry soybeans makes 5 
qts. milk. 

1 cup dry soybeans = 2 1/2 cups 
when soaked. 

Recipe for 2 quarts of milk: 

2 cups soaked soybeans 
2 qts. water (less for richer 

milk) 
Honey 
Oil 
Salt 
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1. Soak 1 cup of dry soybeans 
in refrigerator for at least 2 days; 
pouring off water and covering 
with clear fresh water. 

(Discarded water may be used 
on house plants.) 

2. Liquify 2 c. soaked beans 
with 2 qts. water. 

3. Strain through 2 layers of 
cheese cloth to extract aU liquid. 
(Or clean dish towel.) 

4. Heat in a double boiler for 
15-20 mins. Stir occasionally. 

(Or just bring to a boil in a ket
tle.) 

5. Cool and pour through fine 
wire strainer right into blender. 
Blend well, adding for each quart 
of milk: 

1 Tbs. honey 
l/4 tsp. salt 

1 Tbs. oil or 1 
l/2 tsp. vanilla 

lecithin 

Pour into quart and cool in 
refigerator. Will remain sweet for 
several days. 

Many delicious ways of using 
this milk. 

Soybean pulp which remains 
can be made into various dishes. 
Try Soy Not-Meat given in The 
Ten Talents, page 202. 

Note: Nuts and soybean com
plement each other very well. 

Almond-Soy Mil.k 

Use equal parts of almond and 
soy milk and mix together. 

-The Ten Talents, pp. 71, 69. 

~ 

"Many are suffering, and many are going into the grave, 
because of the indulgence of appetite. They eat what suits their 
perverted taste, thus weakening the digestive organs and injuring 
their power to assimilate the food that is to sustain life. This brings 
on acute disease, and too often death follows. The delicate organ
ism of the body is worn out by the suicidal practices of those who 
ought to know better. 

"The churches should be stanch and true to the light which God 
has given. Each member should work intelligently to put away 
from his life practice every perverted appetite."-CD 123:1. 
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FUNERAL SERMON FOR CAROLYN GOMEZ 

Delivered by Brother Jeriel E. Bingham 

E are here today with sad
ness in our hearts for the 

departure of our beloved sister, 
Carolyn H. Gomez. Yet there is 
gladness also, for the Lord declares 
through the psalmist, "Precious in 
the sight of the Lord is the death of 
His saints." Ps. 116:15. 

Let us use this time to reflect 
upon the life and work of Carolyn, 
who labored unselfishly and tire
lessly for the Lord from 1981 until 
her passing several days ago. Even 
before the surgery from which she 
never awoke, she was eager to re
turn to her post of duty in the 
Lord's service. What a testimony 
to her love for, and devotion to, the 
work of building the Lord's King
dom. If you had to choose one 
word to describe the life of our 
dear departed sister, what word 
would you use? Would it be the 
word dedication? Ce11ainly dedica
tion marked her life with a bold 
imprint. Helpful? At all times. 
Would it be the word 
Carolyn was always the most will
ing of people. These are appropri
ate words, but the word that best 
sums up Carolyn's life is whole
hearted. I am sure that one could 
not have found a more wholeheart
ed person than Carolyn Gomez. 
She was wholeheru1ed in her dedi
cation to this work, her love for the 

Lord, and her consecration to this 
message. Because of this, she 
never failed to help those around 
her and to do so willingly and 
cheerfully. 

As we know, Carolyn was a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and His full and free salvation. 
Therefore we believe that she 
made her calling and election sure 
in Christ Jesus, and that she now 
rests in the blessed hope of the 
soon-coming Kingdom. So we 
have come to this little piece of 
ground today to lay her to rest and 
to consider her life as an example 
to inspire and encourage those of 
us who are left behind to walk this 
pathway to the Kingdom Eternal. 

It is always sad to part with 
those who have passed on before 
their alotted "three score and ten." 
Yet we should rejoice today that 
Carolyn rests in Jesus and that we 
will see her again in the Kingdom, 
when the saints of the Lord shaH 
arise to take up their work for Him 
again. Those who enter God's 
Kingdom have that right only be
cause their entrance was won by 
Jesus' wholehearted, unselfish, 
unreserved fulfillment of His mis
sion to this planet nearly two thou
sand years ago. Jesus left the ex
panses of immortal glory to come 
to a world ruined and racked with 
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sin, yet He did not faint; He ran was ready, and so we should not 
His course; He shed His blood; He moum for her, especially since the 
gained the crown of victory over Lord allowed her to have no feel
death. Jesus was wholehearted in ing of pain or suffering from the 
His earthly mission of redeeming effects of the surgery. We must say 
the human family. In offering with the psalmist, "I will be glad 
Himself for the sins of a guilty and rejoice in Thy mercy: for Thou 
world, Jesus "Not my will hast considered my trouble; Thou 
Father, but Thine." This is histo- hast known my soul in adversi
ry's finest example of what it ties." Ps. 31:7. Rather than letting 
means to be wholehearted for God: sadness grip us, we should use this 
to rid ourselves of our own wills experience to ask Am I 
and let God's will be ace om- ready to be offered? Do I ac-
plished, as Jesus did. At the end of cept salvation through the atone
his life, the apostle Paul likewise ment of Christ? Am I running a 
said, "For I am now ready to be victorious race every day? Can I 
offered, and the time of my depar- say with "Not my will, 
ture is at hand. I have fought a but Thine?" Will I gain the 
good fight, I have the faith: crown of righteousness that shall 
Henceforth there is laid up for me be given all those who live godly 
a crown of righteousness, which in Christ Jesus? Is there someone I 
the Lord, the righteous shall should tell that I love before it is 
give me at that day: and not to me too late? Have I committed an 
only, but unto ali them also that offense against someone for which 
love His appearing." 2 Tim< 4:6-8. I have not sought forgiveness be-

From our close association with fore that person is gone from 
Carolyn the years, we among us? The answers to these 
know that her dedication to the can be found within 

for Him enables us to Luauucuuy 

say that she a 
that she 

her pass away at a young 
she had searched her and 
her life in the IVIaster' 

that life 

each heart that is inspired by the 
Holy to make one's salvation 
sure in the blood of the 
Who bas redeemed us and washed 
us and made us heirs of the King
dom. But we should that 

who offered Him-
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yesterday that Carolyn was here 
with us. This should make us pon
der with great seriousness how 
fragile life is. We ought to think 
earnestly about how we speak to 
and act with each other and all 
those with whom we come in con
tact. Are the words that we speak a 
"savour of life unto life," or do we 
speak words that we would not 
want to face in the judgment? Are 
we, like Carolyn, always willing to 
help our brother or sister along 
life's rough and rocky way? Or are 
we so absorbed in our own little 
orbit of problems that we forget or 
neglect the helping hand, the 
cheering word, or the happy smile? 
Are we becoming like. Jesus, of 
whom it was said, "Never man 
spake as this man spake"? Do we 
find ourselves growing in whole
hearted dedication to the Lord's 
service and the work of blessing 
and saving humanity? 

A story is told of a man who 
had lost both legs. Sitting in a 
wheelchair, he listened as an evan
gelist preached. After the service, 
he asked the preacher, "Can God 
use a man who is missing his 
legs?" The preacher replied, "Sir, 
God can use a wholehearted man 
with half a body, but he cannot use 
a halfhearted man with a whole 
body." There can be no greater tes
timony of a Christian's life than to 
say that he or she served God with 
the wholeness of mind, body and 

souL We rejoice that we have this 
testimony to bear of Carolyn, and 
our hearts should be lifted up and 
strengthened in rededication to 
wholehearted service for God. 

So vital is wholehearted service 
to God that we are told in the Bi
ble, "Finally my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord, and in the po
wer of His might. Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of 
the deviL ... Wherefore, take unto 
you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand." Eph. 6:10, 11, 13. Notice 
that we cannot expect to stand 
unless we put on the whole annor 
of God. Not a piece here and there, 
but all the armor God has given us 
in His Holy Word. 

Sometimes we cannot help but 
ask why God allows His people to 
die before they reach the Kingdom. 
At these times, we should consider 
that the Lord sometimes allows His 
saints to pass away in order to test 
and try what manner of spirit those 
who remain behind will have. Thus 
we should draw closer together in 
the bond of Christian love and fel
lowship, helping one another, bear
ing one another's burdens, encour
aging one another on the journey 
to the Promised Land. The ques
tion, then, is not whether we are 
going to live another fifty days or 
another fifty years, but whether we 
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will choose to live in Christ Jesus. 
Paul says, "For God hath not ap
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, that whether we 
wake or sleep, we should live 
together with Him. Wherefore, 
comfort yourselves together, and 
edify one another, even as also ye 
do." 1 Thess. 5:9-11. 

Let us keep the words of this 
song in our hearts and minds as we 
determine to serve the Lord with 
an eye single to His glory and with 
the same kind of wholeheartedness 
that Carolyn had. 

"Heir of the Kingdom, 

0 why dost thou slumber? 
Why art thou sleeping so near thy 

blest home? 

Wake thee, arouse thee, and gird on 
thine armor, 

Speed, for the moments are hurry

ing on. 

Keep the eye single, the head 

upward lifted; 

Watch for the glory of earth's com

ing King; 

Lo! o'er the mountaintops light is 

now breaking; 

Heirs of the Kingdom, rejoice ye 

and sing." 

Yes, Brothers and Sisters, we 
are heirs of the Kingdom, for says 
the Scripture, "The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God. And if 
children, then heirs with Christ; if 
so be that we suffer with Him that 
we may be also glorified." Rom. 
8:16, 17. 

We see a day in which suffering 
will give way to physical glorifica
tion; in which death will give way 
to eternal life; in which sighing 
and crying will forever pass away 
and will not even be remembered. 
Our separation from this dear one 
is only for a time, for we have the 
blessed assurance that "the dead in 
Christ shall rise." 1 Thess. 4:16. 
Let us rejoice greatly in this prom
ise and also the promise that we 
will not always be subject to death, 
but that it will be "cast into the 
lake of fire," never more to grieve 
and sadden us. If we wholeheartly 
serve God and trust in Him 
through the merits of the Lamb, we 
will be heirs of this marvelous 
promise, "To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit with Me in My 
throne, even as I also overcame, 
and am set down· with My Father 
in His throne." Rev. 3:21. 

~ 
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OBITUARY 

CAROLYN HITOMI NAKATA GOMEZ 
AUGUST 26, 1958 - AUGUST 4, 1994 

Carolyn Hitomi Nakata Gomez 
was born on August 26, 1958, in 
Toronto, Canada. She was the sec
ond of two children born to Takeo 
and Toyo Nakata. From a young 
age, Carolyn was always bubbly, 
friendly and full of life. She was 
the pride and of her parents. 
Although not of the Christian faith, 
her mother took her from the time 
she was nine years old to attend a 
Christian Sunday schooL When 
she was a teenager she accepted 
the Lord and became a member of 
the Baptist Church. She learned 
much of the Bible from her per
sonal study of it 

When she was finished with 
college, she worked as a medical 
secretary. She became a Seventh
day Adventist in the late seventies, 
and in 1979 she accepted the 
Davidian message. In 1981 she 
came to Bashan to work as one of 
the Office secretaries and as per-

sonal secretary to M. J. Bingham. 
She also worked on typesetting, 
and was receptionist for many 
years. She was in charge of the 
Mailing Department, and inputted 
thousands and thousands of names 
on the computer. She was also Sis
ter Bingham's secretary, and took 
care of all the mail orders for the 
Association. She kept a faithful 
record of each order and made sure 
each department was charged for 
the items ordered. She took special 
care to see that each item was de
livered to the various departments 
or to individuals, as necessary. She 
was also in charge of the schedul
ing of helpers in the Culinary De
partment. Through the years, 
Carolyn's duties were varied and 
many and although we have listed 
the ones, it is hard to 
write of all her activities here 
which included, among other 
things, helping out with gardening, 
harvesting, etc., etc. She was good 
at playing the piano and supplied 
the music for our worship and 
other religious services. 

On October 1, 1982, she was 
united in marriage to Eugene 
Gomez. She was a loving, devoted 
wife and spoke fondly of her hus
band as "Genie." Although she had 
no children she was a lover of chil-
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dren. She dearly loved her two 
nieces and nephew in Oakville, 
Canada, and all children here were 
her favorites. She always had time 
to talk with them, to listen to them, 
and to entertain them. She was par
ticularly fond of Paul Bingham, for 
when he was born she helped his 
mother to take care of him as they 
worked together in the Office. 
Even children who visited Bashan 
were drawn to her. 

Carolyn loved her parents dear
ly, and cared for them tenderly, 
though separated from them these 
many years. In December last year 
when news of her father's failing 
health reached her, she was very 
troubled about it so she went for a 
visit the latter part of December 
and early January. She somehow 
felt that that would be her last visit 
there. 

She felt the need of communi
cating with her mother who wrote 
and read only in the Japanese lan
guage. So she bought a book and 
was earnestly studying it. She was 
learning somewhat, although she 
said it took her hours to translate a 
letter from her mother, and hours 
to reply to it. But she seemed hap
py to be able to do it. She ex
pressed a certain amount of fulfill
ment and joy in this accomplish
ment. 

She was a devout Christian. She 
loved the Lord dearly. She loved 
attending religious meetings and 

discussing with us many important 
references from the Spirit of 
Prophecy and the Rod. She loved 
living at Bashan Hill. When she 
returned to Canada for visits, she 
talked of being homesick for 
Bashan. Her greatest desire in the 
hospital was to return here and take 
up the work to which she was.so 
dedicated. She remarked just a few 
days before her surgery that the 
"best part" of her life was spent 
here on Bashan HilL 

Among her papers in her com
puter table were these words: 
"Words cannot describe the peace 
and joy possessed by him who 
takes God at His word. Trials do 
not disturb him, slights do not vex 
him. Self is crucified. Day by day, 
his duties may become more tax
ing, his temptations stronger, his 
trials more severe, but he does not 
falter; for he receives strength 
equal to his need."-ML 51:2. 

Carolyn's life exemplified these 
words. She is gone now, but she 
will never be forgotten. She has not 
only touched our lives here, but the 
lives of all who came here and 
knew her. She will be remembered 
for her faithfulness, loyalty, willing 
wholehearted service, sunny dispo
sition and cheerful 

We believe that when the Life
giver gives the call, Carolyn 'NiH 
be among those whom we shall 
meet in God's soon-coming 
dom. ~ 
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ASLEEP IN JESUS 

We also mourn the loss of our 
beloved and faithful brother, 
Wallis Amedee. He passed away 
on July 30, and was laid to rest on 
August 1. Brother Amedee was 
born in Anse-la-Raye, St. Lucia, in 
April1914. He became a Seventh
day Adventist the latter part of 
1948. It was in 1951 that the Rod 
message reached him, and since he 

service for the Lord. The brethren 
in St. Lucia remember his motto: 

it, he remained faithful 
until the time of his death. 

After accepting the message, he 
migrated to England and lived 
there several years before returning 
to St Lucia. While in St. Lucia, he 
was the treasurer for the company 
of believers for many years. He 
was faithful in performing this 

"When the Lord asks you to do ser
vice for Him, you do it without 
questioning." He will be remem
bered as a humble Davidian broth
er who studied the message and 
was always able to answer ques
tions with a "Thus saith the Lord." 
We who knew him and prayed for 
him these several months of his ill
ness will miss him. We look for
ward to seeing him in the glad 
morning of the resurrection of 
Daniel 12:2, when God's sleeping 
saints will be called forth with the 
living to "inherit the Kingdom pre
pared from the foundation of the 
world." 

.,---.~ 

Ten thousand times ten thousand, in sparlding raiment bright, 
The armies of the ransomed saints throng up the steeps of light. 
'Tis finished, all is finished, their fight with death and sin. 
Fling open wide the golden gates, and let the victors in. 

What rush of hallelujahs fills an the earth and 
The ringing of a thousand harps proclaims the triumph high. 
0 day for which creation and all its tribes were made! 
0 joy, for all its former woes a thousand fold repaid! 

0 then what raptured greetings on Canaan's shore! 
What knitting severed friendship where death partings are no more! 
Then eyes ·vvith joy shall sparkle, that brimmed with tears of late; 

fatherless, nor widows desolate. 

Bring near great salvation, Thou Lamb for sinners slain, 
Fill up the roll of Thine elect, then take Thy power and reign! 
Appear, Desire of nations, Thine exiles long for home; 
Show in the heavens promised sign; Thou Prince and Saviour, come! 

-Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand, H. Alford 
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NOTICES 

NEWS FROM BASHAN: Consider
able progress has been made on the 
Chapel/School complex. The steel 
columns that will support the roof 
have been raised. Known as "legs," 
they are ten feet high and required 
the use of a special scaffold to be 
raised. Fabrication of these col
umns required hours of cutting and 
welding, but the effort was worth
while since they are very strong. 
Work is also underway on fabricat
ing the steel beams for the roof. 
Each beam is 28Yz feet long; two 
will be bolted together to fonn the 
peak of the Chapel roof. The frame 
for the foyer has been erected, and 
the complex is beginning to take 
shape as a large, well-constructed 
building. 
GARDEN: The harvest of vegetables 
continues, with large amounts of 
tomatoes, sweet peppers, okra, and 
squash being reaped and prepared 
for winter use. We have also har
vested watermelons and canta
loupes, which have been sweet and 
refreshing. Brother Pilgrim, in ad
dition to his work on the chapel, 
has planted a garden at Creek 
House. His sweet corn has flour
ished in the rich garden soil there, 
and he says some of the stalks are 
eleven feet tall! From the orchards, 
we have been harvesting apples 
and pears. One apple tree in front 

of Bashan House yielded over 200 
pounds of apples. Uses for the 
apples include making fresh juice; 
and some have been frozen. 
GROUNDS: During July and Au
gust, an inigation system around 
the Office was completed. This 
will keep the grass and trees 
watered during dry periods. We 
have, however, been blessed with 
substantial rainfall in recent weeks, 
and have not had to irrigate as 
much as we would have otherwise. 
The weather is cooling apprecia
bly, and hints of autumn are in the 
air. Leaves of some trees are show
ing their first blush of red and yel
low, and autumnal breezes make 
the leaves flutter. Although sum
mer does not officially end until 
September 23, we are enjoying the 
first autumn breezes. 
LITERATURE: In the publishing 
work, readers will be interested to 
know that reaction to Indianapolis 
1990 has been substantial. Al
though there have been numerous 
negative responses, these are out
numbered two to one by favorable 
responses from people seeking 
more information, requesting pub
lications, or sending names and 
addresses to us. The next report 
concerns the David Koresh inci
dent in Texas and will hopefully be 
ready by early next year. 0 
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TOO BUSY 

Too busy to read the Bible 
Too busy to wait and pray, 

Too busy to speak out kindly 
To someone by the way. 

Too busy to care and struggle, 
To think of the life to come, 

Too busy building mansions, 
To plan for your eternal home. 

Too busy to help a brother 
Who faces the winter blast, 

Too busy to share his burden 
When self in the balance is cast. 

Too busy for all that is holy 
On earth beneath the sky, 

Too busy to serve the Master 
But not too busy to die. 

-Selected 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

EW Early Writings 

CD Counsels on Diet and Foods 

5 Code The Symbolic Code, Volume 5 

GC The Great Controversy 

2JL The Jezreel Letters, Letter No. 2 

ML My Life Today 

5T Testimonies, Volume 5 

2TG Timely Greetings, Volume 2 

TM Testimonies to Ministers 

YI The Youth's Instructor 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"Is it possible for one to lose out when the message of the 
Judgment for the living begins to sound, though he did not 
lose out when the message of the Judgment for the dead 
sounded? The Spirit of Prophecy answers thus: 'We have 
nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget the 
way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past histo
ry.'-Life Sketches, p. 196:2. Yes, this is to be our only fear. 
Let us therefore remember, and make positively sure, that 
God is now to lead us in the same way as He did in 1844 
and throughout the ages. Make doubly sure that you follow 
no other kind of leadership; that you let no man divert your 
attention from this straight path-that you let no one lead 
you to believe that God is now leading through every Tom, 
Dick, and Harry. This we must not forget if we are to emu
late and succeed the saints that have gone before us, and if 
we expect to be saved. If we forget this, then as sure as we 
stand, men will lead us away from God's message and tum 
us against His messengers even as the Jewish priests made 
their followers turn against Christ. God forbid that we should 
sin against the Holy Ghost by rejecting His message when it 
comes to us. Only by strictly following this Divine command 
can we be led right and survive the Judgment for the living 
when it starts to 'sever the wicked from among the just.' 
Matt. 13:49."-2JL 1, 2. 
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