
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

'Wiien I liave time, so many tliings I'{[ do 
maf(g_ (ije liappier ana nwre fair 
tliose wliose fives are crowded not witli care. 

I '{[ lie(p to [ijt tliem from tlieir [ow despair, 
'Wiien I liave time. 

'Wiien I liave time, tlie friend I fove so we{{ 
no nwre tliese weary, toiCing days; 

in pfeasant pat/is a[ways, 
lieart witli wordS of sweetest praise, 

'Wiien I liave time. 

'Wiien you liave time, tlie friend you liora so dear 
'May 6e 6eyond tlie reacli of a{[ your sweet intent; 
'May never fQ;ow tliat you so f(jnd{y meant 
'To ji[{ liis [ije witli sweet content-
'Wiien you fio,{ time! 

:A(gw is tlie time! 51/i, frietU[no Conger wait 
deedS ana wordS of clieer 

fives are now so dear. 
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THE VARious MonEs oF Gon's CHoosiNG MEN 
OF HIS APPOINTMENT 

To Know ami to Do What God 
Empowers Us To Do 

'' E VERY true follower of Christ 
is inspired in his own lot

one to interpret, another to study, 
yet another to teach, still another to 
discern, and all to act and to sacri
fice for His sake."-1 Ans. 54:2, 
1944 Edition; 50: 1, 1983 Edition. 

All are called to act and to sacri
fice for Christ's sake. But not many 
prize this kind of inspiration. In one 
way or another all covet the gifts to 
interpret, to study, to teach and to 
preach, etc. 

We should all know what we 
are called to do-whether it is to 
hold up Moses' hands, to carry a 
glass of water to someone whom 
God has appointed, to sacrifice as 
John the Baptist sacrificed, or any 
other task God calls us to fulfill. 
We must know what God has 
called us to do and what He is 
empowering us to do. We are not 
to try to improve upon that call
ing. We are to yield ourselves to 
work harmoniously with the Spirit 
in that calling. If we seek to do 
something other than what we are 
called to do, we will lose our 
souls, and others, too, whom we 
influence, will also lose their 
souls. 

Men of His Appointment 

God has qualified men of His 
calling-humble men, teachable 
men, but not everyone understands 
how God calls and uses these men, 
and how He appoints them to be 
"administrators of His law." Laodi
ceans have always believed that 
there is a set way in which God 
works to choose a prophet and a set 
way for the prophets to perform. So 
whenever they are faced with the 
fact that God has chosen another 
servant in "this closing work for the 
church," they invariably turn to 
what they term "the test of a true 
prophet." Did he have dreams and 
visions? Was he able to hold up a 
Bible for a length of time? etc. And 
unless a prophet meets their criteria 
of a true prophet, they immediately 
cry out, "false prophet" Davidians, 
on the other hand, believe that God 
spoke to His prophets "at sundry 
times and in diverse manners" (Heb. 
1 · so not all prophets have the 
same experience in their prophetic 
office, neither are they called in ex
actly the same manner. Even a cur
sory reading of the beginning of the 
books of the Bible will immediately 
show that prophets, priests and kings 
each had a different experience 
when they were called of God. De-

(3) 
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spite all of this, some Davidians 
have fallen into the trap of believing 
that God has only one mode of choos
ing a man of His appointment to be 
the president of His Association. 
They superficially view only one 
passage in the Rod and without tak
ing all the evidences on hand, they 
dose their eyes to what the Lord is 
doing at this time. Let us carefully 
examine some salient points from 
the Rod of God on this important 
subject: 

" ... God is the center of 
and ... men of His appointment are 
the administrators ofi-Iis law."-The 
Leviticus, p. 14:2. 

Under Davidic-Levitical the 
following guideline, though not the 
only one on the subject, sets forth 
how a president of the Association 
is chosen: 

"The president shall be called 
and chosen in accordance with the 
procedure set forth in Exodus, chap
ter 3, verses 10, and 16; chapter 
4, verse 17; Ezekiel, chapter 3 verse 
17; and Luke, chapter 6, verse 13." 
-The Leviticus, p. 6 

If this is the only statement on 
the subject, then that is all we have. 
But this is not the case-there is 
more to this point in Davidic-Levit
icallaw. Davidians who are not feed
ing in Bashan pasture do not under
stand the subject in its entirety. 
They superficially approach it in the 
light of the above statement, and 
walking in the light of the sparks of 

their own kindling, without the liv
ing Spirit of Prophecy to guide 
them, they are satisfied with what 
they understand on the subject. 
Furthermore, their understanding 
suits since they are contented 
to go along with their divisive asso
ciations and their elected vice-presi
dents. 

In order for us rightly to under
stand how a president is chosen, we 
must take all there is on the subject, 
and rightly understand the afore
mentioned statement in The Levit-
icus, page 6 Three examples of 
how a is called is in 
this statement. Analysis of all that 
the Rod has on the subject clearly 
shows that God is not limited in 
choosing a president through the 
procedures outlined in only those 
examples. Let us carefully consider 
these three examples: 

Example No. 1-
The Call of Moses 

"Come now, therefore, and I will 
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou 
mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. And 
God said moreover unto Moses, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the chil
dren of Israel, The Lord God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is 
My name forever, and this is My 
memorial unto all generations. Go, 
and gather the elders of Israel to-
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gether, and say unto them, The Lord 
God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, 
appeared unto me, saying, I have 
surely visited you, and seen that 
which is done to you in Egypt" Ex. 
3:10, 15. 16. 

Him only as a human instrumental
ity. What is the difference between 
Jesus and Christ? Jesus in human 
form is not Christ and Christ in di
vine fonn is not Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus Christ is a combination of 
Jesus the human and Christ the 

This is the procedure the Lord divine. So when He called the dis
used in calling Moses. There is not ciples, to all practical intents and 
another call in the Bible like this purposes it was a man who was 
one. This is a singular calling. God calling them; but the man was 
Himself called Moses. He told inspired-He was a combination of 
Moses who He was and what he man and God. It was not God the 
was to affirm to the people. Moses 
did exactly as he was told. 

Example No. 2-
The Call of Ezekiel 

Ezek. 3:17: "Son of man, I have 
made thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel: therefore hear the 
word at My mouth, and give them 
warning from Me." 

Although principally similar to 
Moses' call, it is not identicaL The 
call was a simple, direct one, and it 
was given by God Himself. 

Example No. 3-
Jesus' Call to the Disciples 

Luke 6:13: "And when it was 
day, He called unto Him His disci
ples: and of them He chose twelve, 
whom also He named apostles." 

This last call was made through 
Jesus of Nazareth. As far as the dis
ciples were concerned they had not 
come to see and accept Him as 
Christ the Son of God. They saw 

Father, whom Moses beheld on 
Sinai, who called the twelve disci
ples. Nor was it God the Father who 
appeared to Ezekiel and made him a 
"watchman unto the house of Isra
eL" The difference between the first 
two calls and this last can is that 

ma.'1ifested in the first person 
of the Godhead, called Moses and 
Ezekiel, whereas God, manifested 
in the second person of the God
head, called the ""''"'~~'''v" 

But most split-off Davidians be
lieve that a president can be called 
only by the first two examples, 
since they do not understand about 
example number 3. The careful stu
dent of the Rod will see that God 
chooses men of His appointment in 
more than one way. 

The Experiences of Ancient Israel 

"As fundamental to their struc
ture of Scripture interpretation, the 
Davidians hold that 'the experi
ences of Israel were recorded for 
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our instruction' (Education p. 50:4); 
that indeed 'all these things hap
pened unto them for ensamples: 
and ... are written for our admoni
tion, upon whom the ends of the 
world are come' (1 Cor. 10:1 
that, therefore, where there is not a 
basic type, there cannot be and is 
not a basic truth, an antitype; and 
that, consequently, those who do 
not 'hear ... Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead.' 
Luke 16:31."-TheLeviticus,p.l4:1. 

Analysis of this paragraph shows 
the following: (a) The three modes 
of divine calling do not comprehend 
or constitute all the experiences of 
Israel; (b) these three modes are not 
the only examples written for our 
"admonition upon whom the ends 
of the world are come"; (c) we do 
not have to limit the way God calls 
a president to the three aforemen
tioned examples, because if there is 
a basic type for the calling of a pres
ident, then we have a basic truth 
upon which to predicate the calling 
of another president at this time; (d) 
again, we are to hear not only 
Moses, but "all the prophets." 
Standing solely on The Leviticus, 
page 6 (b) is not "hearing all the 
prophets," not taldng what all the 
prophets wrote on this subject It is 
really setting at variance what is 
w1itten on page 14, paragraph 1 with 
page 6 (b) of The Leviticus. 

"Accordingly, this reformatory 

Association, intestine to the Sev
enth-day Adventist organization, 
embraces an aU-inclusive scriptural 
fundamentalism. And it is necessar-

endowed with Constitution and 
By-laws embodying the govern
mental principles and system of the 
four-fold succession of the Exodus 
movement, the Davidian monarchy, 
the Judges, and the Apostles, as illu
minated by the Spirit of Prophecy 
in the following passages, revealing 
that God is the center of authority 
and that men of His appointment 
are administrators of His law:"
/d., p. 14: par. 2. 

Let us analyze this statement and 
the points it brings out (a) " ... This 
reformatory Association embraces 
an all-inclusive scriptural fundamen
talism." In other words, the Asso
ciation embraces more than what is 
written in the examples given in the 
constitution on page 6 (b) regarding 
the calling of a president; (b) "an 
all-inclusive fundamentalism" is 
taking all the modes in which a 
prophet-president is called, begin
ning with Moses and "all the proph
ets"; the Association has a body 
of laws, of governmental principles 
of the fourfold succession of the 
Exodus Movement. The Leviticus, 
page 6, deals only with the Mosaic 
movement; (d) the fourfold succes
sion takes in "the Exodus Move
ment, the Davidian Monarchy, the 
Judges, and the Apostles." 

When Brother Houteff wrote the 
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statement on page 6 (b) he did not 
intend to give all the examples found 
in the Bible, the total all-inclusive 
scriptural fundamentalism in one 
short statement on how a president 
is called. Examine the phrase, "an 
all-inclusive scriptural fundamen
talism." This reformatory Associ
ation is built on a scriptural founda
tion and takes in not only the "four
fold succession of the Exodus move
ment," but the entire "Old Testa
ment Church [as] a counterpart, and 
"the New Testament Church [as] a 
counterpart" (See The Leviticus, 
pages 22, Indeed this Asso
ciation embraces "an all-inclusive 
scriptural fundamentalism." (See 
The Leviticus, pages 14-27.) 

The Can of Joshua, David, 
and Others 

There are several examples in 
the Bible where God Himself did 
not personally call men to work for 
Him but used other instrumentali
ties. Moses was the one who called 
Joshua to take his place. But this 
example is not given on page 6 
From all that is quoted in The Levi
ticus in the aforementioned pas
sages, we see that Brother Houteff 
knew what he was doing. He didn't 
intend to include everything on the 
subject of the calling of the presi
dent on page 6 But he amply 
provided more information in the 
rest of the pages of The Leviticus. 

David is the true type of David-

ians today. He was called by a man, 
Samuel, who was inspired. Samuel 
had Christ in him. He didn't know 
the sons of Jesse, but he knew that 
the seven sons who came before 
him were not chosen of God. He 
chose the eighth one, the lad, David. 
All agree and know that Samuel 
was inspired of God to choose 
David. And David's calling was not 
in any way a lesser call than was 
Moses' and Ezekiel's and the other 
prophets of the Bible. 

Elijah and Elisha.-There is no 
record that any human being called 
Elijah to the prophetic office. So 
God Himself called Elijah. When 
Elijah's work was done, and the 
time came for him to depart, there 
arose a necessity for a successor. 
God did not see a man in the field 
and say "follow me." God could 
have done this. But He chose to 
send Elijah to the field, and in a 
very phenomenal and supernatural 
way, he called Elisha, the son of 
Shaphat, to follow him. (See l Kings 
19: 19, 20.) What did Elisha do? 
He followed him, This was a case 
similar to the call of the twelve dis
ciples. They were inspired to for
sake all and to follow Jesus of Gali
lee. Elisha burnt his plough as a 
token that he had forsaken all to fol
low Elijah. He was inspired to fol
low Elijah the Tishbite. 

The call of Solomon.-David 
passed by all of his sons and chose 
Solomon to be king in his stead. 
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David was inspired to choose Solo
mon and God gave Solomon his 
time and chance. 

So the statement on page 6 (b) is 
an abbreviated statement It is not a 
definitive statement; that it does 
not define completely the entire prin
ciple, the aU-inclusive scriptural fun
damentalism, the procedure God uses 
to call men of His appointment to 
be administrators of His law. 

Studying the various books of 
the Bible, one can clearly see the 
different ways God used to call men 
of His appointment. It is futile to 
limit the way Inspiration works. 

Everyone to Stand in His Lot 

"Every true follower of Christ is 
inspired in his own lot." Everyone's 
lot is different Daniel stood in his 
lot. His lot was not the lot of the 
three worthies with him. All were 
different Today each one has to 
understand what his lot is and to be 
sure that he knows his lot and does 
not aspire to stand in 
else's lot 

" ... One to interpret, another to 
study." Some think that everyone 
can study. But this is not true. Only 
those who are inspired to study can 
do so. Without this inspiration, 
studying results in e1ror, in opinion
ation, trouble for oneself, and trou
ble for others. "It requires much 
study to know how to study." (ST 
524:2). When one studies with the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, and asks for 

that Inspiration, he studies to show 
himself "approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly the word 
of truth." 2 Tim. 2:15. 

" ... Yet another to teach." One 
may say there are lots of teachers. 
Yes, there are many teachers, but 
they are not all teaching the truth. 
How do we know which teachers 
are teaching the truth? "Then said 
He unto them, Therefore, every 
scribe [teacher] which is instructed 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven is like 
unto a man that is an householder, 
which bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old." Matt. 
13:52. One can only bring out of the 
treasure house (the Bible) things 
new and old if he is instructed to do 
so. He has to be inspired. Whatever 
new things he brings forth from the 
Bible is not contradictory to, but is 
in full harmony with, the old. For 
100% Davidians, who are 
feeding in Bashan, the truth is dear 
to them that the Rod of God says 
there are "inspired" and "God-ap
pointed teachers" who are "author
ized" to teach the message. 

"Here is God's simple remedy 
for His people. They should cease 
listening to 'soothsayers,' they 
should instead hear what Inspiration 
has to say. They should study God's 
Word for themselves with the aid of 
actually inspired teachers of God, 
and make their own decisions
never, never upon the decisions 
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and judgments of others, no matter 
what they are, or who they be."
lTG 29:12:5. 

"Although God anciently permit
ted the people's teachers (their 
prophets) to be pushed into a cor
ner, abused, and slaughtered, He 
will permit it no longer. The eyes of 
His people shall see their God
appointed teachers as they are 
brought to the front."-ITG 32:19. 

lTG 2:19-20 tells us about the 
"authorized" shepherds. This im
plies that there are unauthorized 
shepherds doing their best to dmm 
up business, "piping pleasing tunes 
to lure truth seekers to climb aboard 
[the devil's] golden bandwagon. Its 
glittering tinsel of truth is already 
beguiling many with his wares 
while his captains and generals are 
to the top of their voices shouting 
their 'Hallelujahs,' 'Holy Ghost,' 
'gift of healing,' 'gift of tongues,' 
'gift of miracles,' and aU the rest, 
although the entire fanfare is devoid 
even of a spark of life. Every wind 
of doctrine will be blowing, false 
revivals and reformations will be at 
their Everything that can be 
done will be done to distort the 
Truth and thus distract and disheart
en believers and draw their attention 
to something other than the mes
sage of Elijah."-GCS 7:2, 1954 
Reprint; 6:2, 1990 Edition. 

There are a number in Davidia 
who purport to be scribes and lead
ers who are bringing forth things 

new and old out of their own store
house. The sad part is that each one 
is successful in getting some "to 
climb aboard his golden bandwag
on." What they are doing, in reality, 
is causing division and contention, 
and diverting the people's mind 
from Elijah and his message. Thus 
divided Davidia is full of contention 
and error because of those who as
pire to sit on the right and on the 

those who aspire to leadership 
positions-to be vice-presidents of 
their so-called associations. Implicit 
in this cacophony of voices is the 
fact that God has one that is in
spired to bring out of the storehouse 
things new and old. This is what the 
Lord started in 1844 and continued 
in 1929. The ones He chose were 
inspired and their inspired testimo
ny, doctrines new and old, went into 
the golden bowl. This is what con
stitutes the bowl. Putting into the 
bowl and taking out of the bowl re
quires Inspiration. The Rod shows 
that there was a work to be done 
after the bowl is full-the testimony 
of His faithful witnesses was to be 
bound up. 

"Bind up the testimony, seal the 
law among My disciples." Isa. 8:16. 

"A 'disciple' is one who follows 
Christ on and on in Divinely
revealed Truth which he accepts not 
because others do, or do not, but be
cause the Father which is in Heaven 
has through His Spirit personally 
convinced him of it (Matt. 16: 17)-
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because independent of what others 
do or say he is personally persuaded 
by the Spirit. And the 'testimony' is 
His living Word passed on by His 
chosen and Spirit-filled messen
gers-'the Spirit of Prophecy' at 
work (Rev. 19:10). Hence to bind 
up the testimony among His disci
ples is to confirm 'the Spirit of 
Prophecy' among them and them 
only."-2TG 41:21:3. 

To bind up the testimony is "to 
confirm the testimony among" His 
disciples and "them only." This 
work was not done at Cmmel. The 
testimony was produced there. 
Carmel finished its work and the 
pasture is withered and gone be
cause in the absence of Elijah there 
is no more production of the Rod 
message. But God has not left His 
"little flock" to starve in the with
ered pasture. He has provided a pas
ture to bind up the testimony. It is 
done right here on "the hill of Bashan." 
"Let them feed in Bashan." Micah 
7:14. God's true sheep will feed on 
the Rod in Bashan. They will not 
attach themselves to Bashan just to 
be with Bashan. They will be ear
nest, diligent students of the mes
sage, putting forth the necessary 
effort to put on the wedding gar
ment, for it is at Bashan that they 
get the wedding garment. " ... 
Everyone having on the 'wedding 
garment' shall be served the wed
ding supper, but everyone . having 
not the garment on shall be cast into 

outer darkness. Matt. 22:11-13.
lTG 18:20:1. 

"The garment, therefore, denotes 
a daily Christ-like deportment-the 
righteousness of Christ in one's 
daily life."-lTG 21:5:2. 

The importance of getting the 
"wedding gmment" (character build
ing) is kept constantly before all of 
God's "little ones" who are feeding 
in Bashan. God grant that none fail 
to put on the wedding garment, to 
put into his life all that he needs to 
cause him to be served the wedding 
supper. 

In Summary 

Brother Houteff chose three ex
amples (see pages 4, 5) as proof 
necessary for calling the president 
of God's Association for the follow
ing reasons: The Shepherd's Rod 
message is the antitype of the Exo
dus movement, the call of Moses 
with his rod. (2) The message of the 
Judgment of the living, Ezekiel9, is 
the antitype of the call of Ezekiel. 
(3) The Apostles are the foundation 
of the Christian Church with Christ 
as its head, hence the call of the 
Apostles is used as the third exam
ple. It has been proved that God is 
not limited to these three modes of 
calling a president of His reforma
tory Association. As the rest of the 
pages in The Leviticus, and all 
through the Bible show, we see that 
God has different modes in choos
ing men of His appointment to work 
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for Him; He has not limited Himself Rod. His work also came to an end, 
to one mode. Those whom God has but God did not leave His Asso
called through the ages were men ciation in a land of wonderment, to 
whom He called either by face to choose officers the people's 
face encounter or through supernat- vote, and to operate without a presi
ural means. He also inspired other dent. (See Tract 8, page 48:2, 1941 
men to choose men of His appoint- Edition; 44, 45, 1988 Edition.) He 
ment to work for Him. In this refor- appointed someone of His own 
matory Association, God has used choice to continue with the binding 
different modes for choosing a pres- up of the Testimony. 
ident-two were called directly by It is reassuring to know that God 
God (the examples given of Moses has appointed someone to lead out 
and Ezekiel) and the present one by in His Association~a porter-presi
appointment through Inspiration dent, and according to Davidic
(the example of Jesus' calling the Levitical order, all officers of His 
twelve disciples, as well as the others Association are appointed by the 
given on pages 7, 8). Whatever mode president. (The Leviticus, p. 6 c). He 
is used, it is God who has chosen is "chief administrator of the affairs 
these people of His appointment. of the Association" and is "a work-

The president of God's reforma- er and minister in the general inter
tory Association is not elected; he is est of the Association." (The Levit
called and chosen of God. God ap- icus, p. 6, Section 2.) He also au
pointed Brother Houteff to establish thorizes inspired teachers to teach 
the Association and to be an inter- the truth. (lTG 2:19, 20.) 
preter of the prophecies of the great The work at this climactic hour 
and dreadful day of the Lord. When is not to produce the Rod but to 
his work was finished, God called "bind up" the Rod as it goes fmth 
another by His appointment (not by from His certified pasture, His holy 
man's election), to begin the work hiH-Bashan. "He that hath an ear, 
of binding up the testimony of the let him hear." 0 

" 'The Bible specially teaches us to beware of lightly bringing accusations 
against those whom God has called to act as His ambassadors. The apostle 
Peter, describing a class who are abandoned sinners, says, "Presumptuous are 
they, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. Whereas angels, 
which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them 
before the Lord." ... He who has placed upon men the heavy responsibility of 
leaders and teachers of His people, will hold the people accountable for the 
manner in which they treat His servants. We are to honor those whom God has 
honored.'-Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 386:1."-The Leviticus, p. 27:1. 
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REPEATING HISTORY OF ISRAEL 

TRAGICALLY, though, we are re
peating, dreadfully repeating, 

the same fatal mistakes. Inspiration 
declares: 

"The same disobedience and fail
ure which were seen in the Jewish 
church have characterized in a great
er degree the people who have had 
this great light from Heaven in the 
last messages of warning. [Shall we 
let the history of Israel be repeated 
in our experience?]"-5T 456:1. 

"Modem are fast following 
in their footsteps, and the displeas
ure of the Lord is as surely resting 
upon them."-Id. 94:0. 

"Satan's snares are laid for us as 
verily as they were laid for the chil
dren of Israel just prior to their en
trance into the land of Canaan. We 
are repeating the history of that peo
ple."-Id. 160:2. 

"The apostle Paul plainly states 
that the experience of the Israelites 
in their travels has been recorded 
for the benefit of those living in this 
age of the world, those upon whom 
the ends of the world are come. We 
do not consider that our dangers are 
any less than those of the Hebrews, 
but greater" There will be temptations 
to jealousies and murmurings, and 
there will be as 
are recorded of ancient Israel."-JT 
358:2. 

"The distance is widenimz between 

Christ and His people, and lessen
ing between them and the world. 
The marks of distinction between 
Christ's professed people and the 
world have almost disappeared. 
Like ancient Israel, they follow 
after the abominations of the na
tions around them."-1 T 277:0. 

"The Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for Himself; this consecra
tion to God and separation from the 
world is plainly and positively 
enjoined in both the Old and the 
New Testament There is a wall of 
separation which the Lord Himself 
has established between the things 
of world and the things He has 
chosen out of the world and sancti
fied unto Himself. The calling and 
character of God's people are pecu
liar, their prospects are peculiar, and 
these peculiarities distinguish them 
from all other people. All of God's 
people upon the eruth are one body, 
from the beginning to the end of 
time, They have one Head that 
directs and governs the body. The 
same injunctions that rested upon 
ancient Israel, rest upon God's peo
ple now, to be separate from the 
world. The great Head of the church 
has not The experience of 
Christians in these is much 
the travels of ancient Israel."-Id, 
283,284. 

"I was pointed back to ancient 
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IsraeL But two of the adults of the 
vast anny that left Egypt entered the 
land of Canaan. Their dead bodies 
were strewn in the wilderness be
cause of their transgressions. Mod
ern Israel are in greater danger of 
forgetting God and being led into 
idolatry than were His ancient peo
ple. Many idols are worshiped, even 
by professed Sabbathkeepers."-1 T 
609:1. 

"The condition of the world pre
vious to the first appearing of Christ 
is a picture of the condition of the 
world just previous to His second 
advent. The Jewish people were 
destroyed because they rejected the 
message of salvation sent down 
from heaven. Shall those in this 
generation to whom God has given 
great light and wonderful opportu
nities, follow in the trend of those 
who to their ruin?-
6T 146:0. 

"I was shown that the of 
Israel in the days of Samuel will be 

among the people of God 
today, unless there is greater humil
ity, less confidence in self, and more 
trust in the Lord God of Israel, the 
Ruler of the people."-'-LS 323:1. 

"The trials of the children of 
Israel, and their attitude before 
the first coming of Christ, have been 
presented before me again and 
again to illustrate of the 
people of God in their experience 
before the second coming of Christ." 
-R & H, Nov. 7, 1890. 

"I tell you in the fear of God: we 
are in danger of living like the Jews 
--destitute of the love of God and 
ignorant of His power, while the 
blazing light of truth is shining all 
around us."-5T 535, 536. 

"I have been shown that the spirit 
of the world is fast leavening the 
church. You are following the same 

as did ancient Israel. There is 
the same falling away from your 
holy calling as God's peculiar peo
ple. You are having fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness. 
Your concord with unbelievers has 
provoked the Lord's displeasure. You 
know not the things that belong to 
your peace, and they are fast being 
hid from your eyes. Your neglect to 
follow the light will place you in a 
more unfavorable position than the 
Jews upon whom Christ pronounced 
a woe."-Id. 75:3. 

"In these days He has instituted 
no new plan to preserve the purity 
of His people. As of old, He entreats 
the erring ones who profess His 
name to repent and turn from their 
evil ways. Now, as then, by the 
mouth of His chosen servants He 
predicts the dangers before them. 
He sounds the note of warning and 
reproves sin as faithfuUy as in 
the days of Jeremiah. But the Israel 
of our time have the same tempta
tions to scorn and hate 
counsel as had ancient Israel. They 
too often tum a deaf ear to the 
words that God has given His serv-
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ants for the benefit of those who 
profess the truth. Though the Lord 
in mercy withholds for a time the 
retributions of their sin, as in the 
days of Jeremiah, He will not al
ways His hand, but will visit 
iniquity with righteous judgment." 
-4T 165:1. 

"It is a solemn and terrible truth 
that many who have been zealous in 
proclaiming the third angel's mes
sage are now becoming listless and 
indifferent! The line of demarcation 
between worldlings and many pro
fessed Christians is almost indistin
guishable. Many who once were 
earnest Adventists are conforming 
to the world-to its practices, its 
customs, its selfishness. Instead of 
leading the world to render obedi
ence to God's law, the church is 

uniting more and more closely with 
the world in transgression. Daily 
the church is becoming converted to 
the world. How many professing 
Christians are slaves of mammon! 
Their indulgence of appetite, their 
extravagant expenditure of money 
for selfish gratification, greatly dis
honors God."-8T 118, 119. 

"I saw that many who profess to 
believe the truth for these last days 
think it strange that the children of 
Israel murmured as they journeyed; 
that after the wonde1ful dealings of 
God with them, they should be so 
ungrateful as to forget what He had 
done for them. Said the angel, 'Ye 
have done worse than they.' "-lT 
129:1. 

-Light At Eventide, VoL 1, No. 
1, pp. 26-29. 0 

"In whom do we find such a parallel? In no others than those who 
left Egypt and started/or the Promised Land. No, in none others. They 
are our only type. Says Inspiration: all these things happened 
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come: ( 1 Cor.JO:ll.) Their duties, 
therefore, are our duties, and their failures should be our stepping 
stones to success. Thus it is that the deeds of those who entered into the 
Promised Land must be our deeds, and if we are to be sealed, then the 
deeds of those who failed to enter therein, we must shun as completely 
and as quickly as we would shun a lion's den. 

"Christians often think that the Israelites were very wicked and 
unruly people, but after having their experiences to profit by, think how 
much worse we would be if we do as they did! If we do no better than 
they, how can we expect to be eligible for the seal and for the Kingdom 
since they were not eligible?" -1 TG 7:3, 4, 11. 
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THE LITTLE PEOPLE9S READER 

LADDIE, THE LEADER 

MONG my neighbors at a 
lake resort last summer 
was a bright little boy 
called Laddie. He was a 
dear little fellow, but like 

all three-year-olds and some six
teen- and thirty- and fifty-year-olds, 
he once in a while became tired and 
impatient. We dined at the same 
small hotel table. One day we were 
all a trifle late in taking our places, 
and were not waited upon promptly. 
When we ordered fruit ice at the 
close of the meal, the waitress was 
long in bringing it Laddie was 
much concerned. He remembered 
one other day when the ice was all 
gone before the late-comers were 
served. He was quite sure it would 
be so this time. He was afraid that 
the waitress had forgotten us. He 
was afraid that if it did come, it 
would all be melted. In fact, he was 
very unhappy about it 

I looked sober, and said, in an 
anxious voice, "I wonder if I shall 
have any ice today! I do like it so 
much, and I don't see why it is not 
brought." 

Instantly Laddie's face bright
ened, and his voice rang out cheeri
ly. "Don't you be afraid! I'm pretty 
sure there is some left. She'll bring 
you some pretty soon. I think you'll 
have a good, big dishful." And dur-

ing the long waiting he reassured 
me every minute or two with some 
such remark. When at last it came, 
he was radiant. "What did I tell 

he asked. "You see it wasn't 
very long, after all!" 

Another time, when we were 
returning from a late walk, Laddie 
was very tired, and there was no
body in the party strong and sure
footed enough to carry him over the 
woodland path. It was a weary, 
weary tramp for him until he was 
sent ahead to be our guide, Then the 
tired little form straightened, and 
the dragging feet were lifted clear; 
while his musical voice rang out, in 
caution, "You must not turn down 
there, or you will get lost. You must 
just follow me." 

Now why do you suppose I have 
remembered these little incidents so 
clearly, and put them on paper for 
you?-Because they show so plain
ly that when we are thinking of oth
ers, our own worries and troubles 
are lightened, or disappear altogeth
er, and also because, although we 
may stumble and falter at!d walk 
carelessly when we think only of 
ourselves, if we realize that we are 
showing another the way, and that 
he is looking to us for guidance, we 
do our best, and do it easily, too. 
It is with us as it was with Laddie 
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-the hard time seems short; and I Clara Dillingham Pierson. 
we can say, as he did, "you see it - YI 466. 0 
wasn't so very long, after all!"-

Appreciation and Praise to God 

We thank Him, praise Him, and 
glorify Him for His greatness and 
loving kindness that in Him we live, 
move, and have our being, for with
out Him you and I could not be. 

I appreciate the work which is 
being carried on at Bashan by the 
faithful brethren, and the courage, 
joy, patient longsuffering, and good
will God gives to each one. 

Above all, we are thankful for our 
dear Sister Bingham's dedication to 
the Master's cause. Praise God from 
whom all blessings flow. You see, 
Brethren, we must trust God for 
what He really is-our Creator, 
Saviour, and Benefactor. (England) 

Kindly Declined 

Thank you kindly for your past 
attention and all the materials you 
have sent me. I haveread your writ
ings with great interest At this time 

LETTERS 

I prefer to fully concentrate my stud
ies upon the Bible. (Canada) 

Thankful for a Place Giving 
Meat in Due Season 

Greetings to you in the precious 
name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus. 
I trust that these few lines reach you 
an safe and in the best of health, 
peace and happiness. I thank God 
that there is a place on earth giving 
meat in due season and keeping His 
flock in tune with the message for 
this time. (Guyana) 

"God Can Do Wonderful Things" 

Sister Scotland could not hold on 
any longer. We surely miss her and 
all her good counsel and work for 
us, but God saw best to have it this 
way and we cannot question Him. 
However, her passing will not stop 
the message from moving onward 
in Cayman. Even though the oppo-
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sition is fighting, they will not and Rod members and friends. I am 
cannot win against God's true mes- against forcing anyone in the SDA 
sage. church to read Rod tracts and I op-

We are praying for all of you that pose any coercion from the church 
the work will go on. We know God upon those who want to investigate 
can do wonderful things when we for themselves. The key to Heaven 
trust Him and have the faith to be- is not the General Conference, indi-
lieve. Continue to pray for us. (Grand 
Cayman) 

Believes "The Shepherd's Rod 
Message to Be Truth" 

I am very sorry for not writing to 
you sooner, but I have been away 
for some time. Yes, I do want to re
main on your mailing list, as I be
lieve The Shepherd's Rod message 
to be truth. It has been a blessing to 
me. (Alabama) 

"Please Remove" 

Please remove me from your 
mailing list. (Massachusetts) 

"I am Not Afraid" 

I must say many thanks for the 
two tracts which came last week in 
the mail; also for the Fundamental 
Beliefs of Davidian SDA. 

With the aid of [the Rod] tracts I 
have been bringing life into our 
SDA Sabbath class. Even the Bible 
teacher says everyone can learn 
from one another. Please give God 
the glory. I am not afraid to be on 
your mailing list or to speak with 

viduals or an organization. Amen. 
(Jamaica) 

"The Lord Knows Who Are His" 

Please take this name and ad
dress off your mailing list I hope 
never to find any of your publica
tions in my mailbox again, though 
I wonder, a little, where or from 
whom you get these names. 

John 10:1-20, 25-31 should shut 
all your mouths who wrangle for 
recognition. The Lord knows who 
are His. 

I will rely on James 1:5 and 3:17, 
rather than a few proud, mortal men 
striving for "followers." (Colorado) 

Grateful to Return the 
Lord's Portion 

Just a few lines to say hello· and 
to thank the Lord that I'm able, by 
His grace, to return to the store
house His pmtion so that this great 
and sacred work will continue to be 
fulfilled, and the hope of life and 
joy unspeakable and full of glory 
will be realized by God's children. 

Please pray that we all will be 
faithful. Kindly give my best re-
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gards to alL It's my duty to keep all 
in remembrance at the throne of 
grace. (New York) 

"You Owe Me" 

Take my name off your mailing 
list!! 

You owe me 32¢. (Washington) 
[The following reply was sent: 
Dear Brother/Sister, 
Thanks. Enclosed is a 32¢ 

stamp. If you ever change your 
mind and want to be reinstated on 
our mailing list to receive this life or 
death literature, let us know. I will 
keep you in my prayers. With Chris
tian love and goodwilL (signed 
Jemmy E Bingham)] 

"A Blessing to All Who Read It" 

I experience a certain awareness 
when I read God's truth, and when I 
neglect to do so, something is lost 
within me. I pray that the Holy 
Spirit motivates me to read and 
study more diligently. 

We continue our meetings every 
other Sabbath at Brother __ 's 
home where we are studying the 
Jacob Typology. What wonderful 
and inspirational reading; every
thing is so clearly brought out in 
this study and so easily understood. 
I am a slow reader and learner, but 
what we have studied so far has 
meant so much to me. I also did 
some personal reading on "Some 

Troublesome Questions" which is 
also clear and a blessing to all who 
read it 

Day by day we realize the great 
responsibility you have in dealing 
with concerns of the brethren and 
the burden for souls and we pray 
daily that God will grant you wis
dom and strength as you perfonn 
your duties. 

Our prayers continue to be with 
all of our brethren and may God 
continue to bless all of you and the 
work that is going forth there. 
(Antigua) 

"I am Truly Interested" 

Thank you for sending me your 
pamphlet An Urgent Open Letter
Heresy? I found it interesting, to 
say the least 

I am studying for the Adventist 
ministry. I came from a Roman Cath
olic background. I have been very 
concerned about a few things in to
day's Adventist movement as com
pared with the Testimonies I have 
read .... Whenever I confront the 
leadership concerning these things, 
I am looked at like I am crazy. 

I would like more information 
concerning The Shepherd's Rod. I 
want to know specifically what your 
gripes are against today's Adventist 
Church. I would gladly read any 
and all documents or publications 
you can provide. I am inter
ested. I left the Roman Catholic 
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Church seeking the Truth. I Bible and Mrs. White's visions. I 
I was given the Truth in becoming am disturbed by this. I am more 
an Adventist I am now noticing disturbed at the leadership's refusal 
contradictions and worldliness to correct these errors. (Pennsylva-
which is not in keeping with the 0 

EASTER 

SUNDAY, April 25th, was Easter. 
Do the young readers of the 

[TIDINGS] know what Easter is, and 
how it originated? A long while 
ago, hundreds of years in the 
the Gauls and Saxons, and others 
who were heathens, worshiped a 
female deity whose name was 
Ostera. This goddess was thought to 
have much to do with springtime 
and flowers. Every year, at the time 
when the spring moon was full, the 
people held a grand feast to this 
goddess. 

When the Romans conquered 
these wild tribes, adopted the 
custom of holding a festival in the 
spring of the year, and, as I suppose, 
got what good they could out of it 
by joining it to their own religious 
rites. 

The Sacred Year of the Jews 
began in the spring, with the full 
moon of the vernal equinox, which 
is about March 21. This is when, as 
we say, the "sun crosses the line" in 
the spring. The Passover came on 
the fourteenth day of this moon. 
The resurrection of Jesus took place 
on the next first-day of the week, or 
Sunday. Back quite early in the his-

tory of the Church, it was seen that 
the resurrection came at about the 
same time as the feast of Ostera or 
Eostra, and the name Easter was 
given to the day. So a heathen name 
became united to an event dear to 
the Christian Church. Many Chris
tian doctrines have indeed been per
verted and lost sight of by associa
tion with heathen practices. Let us 

dear little readers, keep clear of 
all evil by abiding by the word of 
God -the Bible. 

Easter comes on different Sun
days year by year, and some wonder 
how this can be, as the resurrection 
of Jesus was of course on one par
ticular of a particular month. 
"The World's Cyclopedia" shall tell 
how it is. It says: "This feast was 
fixed by the Council of Nice in the 
year 325 to be held on the Sunday 
which falls upon or immediately 
after the full moon, which happens 
next after the twenty-first of March." 

This is why Easter varies. It is 
certain the day of the resurrection of 
our Lord cannot vary, but Easter, 
which celebrates the event, does, 
according to the above rule. 

Before the Council of Nice, 
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some of the churches did not always 
observe it on Sunday. The Council 
settled the matter in favor of uni
formly keeping it on this day. 

We are not bound to observe 
Easter as a religious duty. The Bible 
does not command it. If it was nec
essary, the Word of God would 
make it known. Some churches are 
very careful to observe this festival. 
There is great display. Fine music 
and beautiful flowers help in the 
grand services in many places. It is 

a sad truth that the plain command
ments of God are passed as of little 
importance, and service is rendered 
to Him that He does not require. The 
best way to honor Jesus, our divine 
Saviour, and to please Him in all 
our ways, is to honor His Father, 
our Creator, in keeping His holy 
commandments as His son Jesus 
did. By this means we may abide in 
His love. Will we all do it?-NJ. 
Bowers. 

-YI76 0 

HEALTH WAVE 

AGING AND NUTRITION 

A MERICA is getting older-not 
the country, but the population. 

Although America has always iden
tified itself with youth, that identity 
has faded. We are older, at least 
chronologically. 

This is an important distinction: 
"We are older, chronologically." If 
we think about years-from the day 
we came into the world to the pres
ent-the U.S. population is middle
aged going on elderly. In 1994, 
about 2.1 million people celebrated 
their 65th birthdays (5,600 per day), 
and people 65 and older numbered 
33.2 million-12.7 percent of the 
U.S. population, or about one in 
every eight Americans. By 2030, 
there will be about 70 million senior 
citizens, more than twice their num-

ber in 1990--about 20 percent of 
the U.S. population. 

If we think like this, yes, we are 
old. But aren't there other ways to 
look at it? 

We could look at it biologically; 
that is, when individual organs re
flect changes usually associated 
with growing old. This is not all en
compassing. Your eyes may be bio
logically old-time for those bifo
cals-but you may have the heart of 
a younger person. In this scheme, 
age is not determined by a calendar, 
but by each part of our bodies, in
dependently. Different parts of our 
bodies are at different ages. 

We also could consider aging 
psychosocially. This encompasses 
psychological and social changes, 
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and we could use the term "healthy 
attitude" here. Even if you are old 
chronologically-say 70 years old 
-and parts of you are old biologi
cally-you have bad vision and a 
bit of arthritis-you are young if 
you are still actively engaged in the 
world. Perhaps you still are plan
ning to take that cruise, take the 
grandkids for a week, take classes 
in watercolor, ... [etc.] 

All of these "ages," not just chron
ological age, should be considered 
to determine if someone is "elder
ly." This total picture often differs 
from the standard marker of chron
ological age. This is why we often 
say, or hear others say, things such 
as, "You know, she looks half her 
age," or, "for being only 43, he cer-

tainly seems old and haggard. 
In a study of 7,000 adults, re

searchers looked into why some of 
us seem young for our ages, and 
some of us seem old for our ages. 
They found six factors that affect 
our perceived age. These are absti
nence or moderation in alcohol use, 
regularity of meals, weight control, 
abstinence from smoking, adequate 
sleep, and regular physical activity. 
The physical health of those who 
positively indicated all six factors 
was comparable to that of people 30 
years younger who positively indi
cated few or none of the factors. 

Diet, health, and age 

Our diets often worsen as we age. 

Tl:uee Nurients to Think About 

Studies have shown that older adults undergo some changes that affect cer
tain nutrients. 

-Fiber. As we get older, we eat less fiber (and we didn't get enough when 
we were younger either), often because tooth and gum deterioration makes 
chewing fiber-filled foods difficult. Try to get fiber, as it is important in 
keeping us regular and is also linked to other health benefits. 
-Sugar. As we age, we are less able to digest large amounts of sugar rapid
ly. This means that blood sugar climbs higher after eating. This does not 
mean we should avoid all sugar, but we should modify our sugar intake. Of 
course, we should not be eating that much sugar in the first place. 
-Sodium. Most of us are aware of the dangers of sodium, and we should 
keep in mind, as we age, that our ability to taste salt decreases. Food tastes 
"less salty," so we may have a tendency to add more salt. Remember this as 
you reach for the salt; it is not that there is less sodium in the food, only that 
you cannot taste it. 
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There are a number of generic rea
sons for this, and we should make 
note of them and see if they apply. 

When you dine with fewer peo
ple, you may not eat complete 
meals. When children or a spouse is 
present, it's easier to provide com
plete meals with variety. However, 
when people are on their own, it's 
often easier to make one, simple 
dish, which doesn't always provide 
all the nutrition you need, or to sim
ply graze your way through the day. 

Retirement often means spend
ing less money. Many people are 
not accustomed to shopping on a 
restricted budget, and consequently 
buy foods that may be inexpensive 
but unhealthy. 

For many men, cooking is a bur
den. This, coupled with financial 
shortages, leads them to buy "pre
made" dinners that are often nutri
tionally barren. 

Some older adults may take med
ications that restrict their diets in 
some way, or affect the absorption 
of nutrients. 

At times, the taste buds' sensitiv
ity diminishes and eating becomes 
less attractive----nothing has any taste, 
or it tastes bad. 

If any of these reasons apply to 
you, you should consider taking 
action. Find a friend or group to eat 
with, or volunteer to cook each oth
er's meals. Take classes in food 
selection, nutrition, and cooking, or 
ask someone for help. [Get articles 

and books on the latest studies on 
diet and nutrition and carefully 

them.] 

Preventive diets 

Can diet extend life? Maybe. Can 
diet provide for a more healthy life? 
Yes. Can diet play a role in main
taining health in older years? Yes. 

For a long time, some of the 
most common health complaints 
among the elderly-arthritis, hyper
tension, heart disease, cataracts, 
osteoporosis, memory loss, consti
pation, gas, and heartburn~were 
chalked up to "gettin' on in years," 
and not much was thought or done 
about it However, we now realize 
that some of the afflictions of old 
age are preventable, and many of 
them can be modified or slowed 
through preventive action. 

Arthritis 

Arthritis is perhaps the disease 
most closely linked to "old age." If 
you look at the facts, however, 
you'll see that arthritis happens at 
any age. Since many forms of ar
thritis are chronic and progressive, 
more olderpeople seem to have it 
The cartilage degeneration of osteo
arthritis, for example, is often pres
ent in people in their 20s and 30s, 
but it doesn't produce symptoms 
until people are much older. 

Some people claim that diet can 
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affect arthritis, and others claim that tain types of cancer. High levels of 
there is no connection. However, saturated fat and cholesterol in the 
there have been enough legitimate diet are linked to increased blood 
studies with correlations between cholesterol levels and greater risk of 
diet and arthritis to make consider- heart disease. 
ing dietary changes a valid option. 
Overall, reducing the amount of 
dairy products in the diet and eating 
low-fat/vegetarian foods have shown 
positive results for many. Factors 
that provide possible "natural" 
relief for arthritis include ... exer
cise, a [vegetarian] low-fat diet, ... 
and reduced [or no] intake of dairy 
products. 

Heart disease 

In the United States, heart at
tacks and other cardiovascular dis
eases (CVD) account for close to 
one million deaths a year. Although 
the risk of heart disease does in
crease with age, aging is not the rea
son, but rather the effect of our 
behaviors on our bodies. Smoking, 
high blood pressure, and high blood 
cholesterol all correlate to CVD. 
Other factors that contribute to 
CVD are diabetes type H, obesity, a 
sedentary lifestyle, stress, heredity, 
and yes, age. 

To help fight heart disease in its 
many forms, watch out for both fat 
and its location. According to the 
1995 USDA Dietary Guidelines, 
extra fat in the abdomen is linked to 
high blood pressure and early heart 
disease, as well as diabetes and cer-

The lesson? Exercise, cut out the 
fat, cut out smoking, and cut out the 
salt. 

Cataracts 

One of the most common surgi
cal procedures that the elderly 
undergo is cataract surgery, and 
there is ongoing research on the 
relationship between cataracts, 
macular degeneration, and nutri
tion. Robert M. Giller, M.D., in his 
1994 book, Natural Prescriptions, 
reports on a study that found that 
people who took between 300 mg 
and 600 mg per day of vitamin C 
had a 70 percent reduction in 
cataract risk, and those who took 
400 IU per day of vitamin E had a 
50 percent reduction. People who 
took both supplements were almost 
entirely free of cataracts. Giller 
goes on to say that another 14-year 
study involving 50,000 women 
found a 40 percent lower rate of cat
aract surgery among women whose 
diets were rich in vitamin A, com
pared to those whose diets lacked 
the vitamin. Giller states that "if free 
radicals are a cause of cataracts, 
then the antioxidant vitamins E, C, 
beta carotene, and the mineral sele
nium are crucial to preventing their 
development." 
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[Note: The herb, Bilberry, con
tains antioxidant vitamins A and C. 
Vitamin A is required for sharp vi
sion, particularly night vision, while 
Vitamin C helps form collagen and 
is needed for the growth and repair 
of tissue cells and blood vessels.] 

Osteoporosis 

Osteoporosis is a problem many 
people, particularly women, worry 
about as they grow older. Osteo
porosis is linked to low calcium and 
one factor that contributes to lower 
calcium is the overconsumption of 
protein-and most Americans do 
overconsume protein through the 
consumption of meat. Osteoporosis 
is much rarer among populations in 
which meat is consumed sparingly 
or not at all. There are sound rea
sons for this, one being that meat is 
high in phosphorous, which can im
pair calcium balance. Meat also has 

sulfur-containing amino acids that 
cause calcium loss in bones. Whether 
calcium supplements are beneficial 
is debatable. Some studies show 
that calcium supplements do not in
crease bone mass, and others indi
cate that they do. Vegetarian diets 
also are linked to decreased inci
dences of osteoporosis. 

Perhaps more encouraging is a 
recent study linking exercise with 
increased bone mass. The authors of 
a study published in the January 
1996 issue of The American Journal 

Clinical Nutrition state that "in 
our study population, physical ac-

appeared to be a more power
ful enhancer of premenopausal bone 
mass than was calcium intake and 
our findings endorse recommen
dations to increase physical activity 
as a measure for osteoporosis pre
vention." (To be continued.) 

-Partners, Aprill996, pp. 11-
14. 0 

"Disease never comes without a cause. The way is prepared, and disease 
invited, by disregard of the laws of health. Many suffer in consequence of the 
transgression of their parents .... 

"The greater number, however, suffer because of their own wrong course 
of action. They disregard the principles of health by their habits of 
drinking, dressing, and working. Their transgression of nature's laws produces 
the sure result; and when sickness comes upon them, many do not credit their 
suffering to the true cause, but murmur against God because of their afflic
tions. But God is not responsible for the suffering that follows disregard of 
natural law .... 

"Intemperate eating is often the cause of sickness, and what nature most 
needs is to be relieved of the undue burden that has been placed upon her."
CDF 122:1-3. 
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CORRECT THESE TWO SERIOUS EVILS 

M UCH to our regret, it has be- be concerned about God's getting 
come necessary for us to make poor nor our going hungry, for 

public a criticism that some teach- where the heart is, there the treasure 
ers of The Shepherd's Rod message is also, and if we seek first the king
have fallen into the grievous evil of dom of God, and His righteousness, 
becoming overly zealous to estab- all these things shall be added unto 
lish their converts in the duty of us. (Matt 6:33.) 
tithe paying, which results in divert- Those who are converted to God, 
ing the minds of the people from the and whose spiritual eye catches the 
main object of our message; that is, eternal weight of glory, realizing 
it leads to formalism and Pharisa- that it is within their reach, need not 
ism, and leaves the people asleep in be urged to give that which belongs 
their sins, hoping that their faithful to God, whether it is in tithes or in 
tithe paying will, without change of offerings-such need not be urged 
habits and practices, insure their at all, for they will not let the cause 
salvation. of God suffer if they can help it. 

As ministers of the gospel of The Symbolic Code has received 
Jesus Christ, "in the closing work another equally serious criticism 
for the Church, in the sealing time against some who teach present 
of the 144,000," our work, especial- truth-that they habitually put them
ly at this most critical time is not to selves on the defensive whenever a 
collect money for God, but to lead question is asked during a study, 
the blind to Him through presenting making it appear that they assume 
the message of present truth. Thus the attitude that the questioner is 
preparing a people to meet their simply trying to provoke an argu
Lord, Who shall soon appem· "with ment, when he is only desiiing to 
power and great glo:r;," "shake the better understand the truth. 
heavens and the earth," "overthrow 
the throne of kingdoms," and "de
stroy the strength of the kingdoms 
of the heathen." Luke 21:27; Hag. 
2:21, 2L 

Hence, if we faithfully 
ourselves of our charge, doing all in 
our power to bring souls to a saving 
knowledge of the truth, we need not 

This is a grave mistake, and an 
evil which will surely make for fail
ure and for the driving away of 
souls. It is out of place anywhere, 
and at anytime, and is always inim
ical to happy results, especially 
when the questioner is seeking 
nothing but argument. 

Study Christ's method and be al-
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ways self-contained-possessed of I hope that is in you with meekness 
a calm, collected, controlled spirit, and fear (1 Peter 3:15)."-2 Code 
ready "to give an answer to every 10:3:1-6. 0 
man that asketh you a reason of the 

HOW TO RELATE TO INSPIRATION 

"Inspiration makes very clear that the Lord's messenger dare not in any 
way improvise uponrevelation (Rev. 22:18-20), although often privileged 
to articulate it in his own words. Judged by the same standard, no one else 
dare meddle with the inspired writer's work. This rational sequence con
sistently concludes that when a point in one's writings is not clear, then 
only the writer himself should be consulted concerning it, if he is living. 
Otherwise, only the same. Spirit of Inspiration, the original author of the 
writings, can clarify whatever is involved."-1 Ans. 47:1, 1944 Edition; 
43, 44, 1983 Edition. 

u 

"Remember, too, that the practice ofcomparing statements stripped of 
their context is fundamentally disingenuous, and leads today to as many 
perversions and misapplications oftruth .... "-Id. 48:2, 1944 Edition; 44, 
45, 1983 Edition. 

u 

" ... God not only never delegates one agent to alter, to reset, or to coun
termand the message with which He has charged another agent, without 
His first making the matter known to both, but also ... He never honors with 
promotion those who seek to uplift and aggrandize self, but...He exalts in 
due season those who humble themselves under His mighty hand (1 Pet 
5:6)."-Id. 53:1, 1944 Edition; 48, 49, 1983 Edition. 

u 

"We should leam to respect the writings of others by neither reading in
to them nor leaving out of them that which the author has never intended 
or sanctioned."-5 Ans. 78:3, 1944 Edition; 77:4, 1995 Edition. 0 
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CALLED TO REST UNTIL THE RESURRECTION DAY 

Joyce Elaine Ritch-Scotland 
passed away on March 4, 1996, 
after ailing for several months. She 
was the daughter of the late Nurse 
Jessinthia (Jessie) Walter-Ritch and 
Captain Willard Ritch, of Cayman 
Brae. She was born on December 
25, 1919. She was the first of two 
children. Her brother, Elman, was 
lost at sea during World War II in an 
effort to deliver much needed sup
plies to Malta. Like her brother, 
Joyce was also a great hero, sacri
ficing her time and strength to make 
the Cayman Islands a better and 
more comfortable place for many. 

She married Frank H. G. Scotland 
on August 12, 1945 in Kingston, 
Jamaica, and to this union two sons 
were born. In 1959 the family 
moved to Grand Cayman and re
sided in Bodden Town. It was here 
in Bodden Town that Brother and 
Sister Scotland's great contribution 
to the Cayman Islands began. Her 
husband was well known through
out the islands as a respectable and 
reputable electrician. Sister Scotland 
supported her husband's enterpris
ing challenge to introduce electrici
ty to Bodden Town and the Eastem 
Districts. That challenge was real
ized in Bodden Town in 1962. 

After retuming to Cayman, in 
addition to being a busy housewife 
and mother, Sister Scotland was 

employed as an accountant with 
both the Global Seaman's Union 
and Daisy Dairy Products. She still 
found time to assist her husband in 
his challenge and to contribute tire
less hours to the Bodden Town 
Community as a social worker. She 
and her husband were members and 
hard workers of the Bodden Town 
Seventh-day Adventist Church; he 
served as Church elder and she as 
treasurer and Sabbath School 
teacher. It is said of her that she was 
a very private person. As soon as 
her church and community work 
were completed she would be found 
at home, fulfilling her home duties. 

In the mid seventies, after re
ceiving a tract from the Association 
in the mail, she sent in a positive 
response, and after corresponding 
with her for a few short months, the 
late Brother M. J. Bingham traveled 
to Grand Cayman to have further 
studies with the family. Sister 
Scotland embraced the message one 
hundred percent. It wasn't long 
after Brother Bingham's visit that 
she and her husband and a few oth
ers were cast out of the Church. 
(See Isaiah 66:5 and Luke 6:22, 23). 
She was a very determined little 
lady, and she never gave up attend
ing church services and sharing 
what she knew. Because of the re
spect the members and pastors had 
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for her, she was given many op
portunities to speak out in church, 
and she always witnessed for the 
message. 

In 1978 she and her grandson, 
Robert, whom they adopted, attend
ed the Seminar here at Bashari Hill. 

They also returned for the 1983 
Seminar, and after that visit it was 
always in her heart to come to 
Bashan for another visit. But it was 
not meant to be, for just about the 
time she wanted to come, she began 
feeling ill. 

Sister Scotland was an earnest 
student of the Spirit of Prophecy 
and the Rod message. All her books 
and tracts were carefully marked 
and represented hours of studying. 
She loved the Rod message and 
spent time visiting various mem
bers, taking her charts and books 
with her to study with them. She did 
this until a few months before she 
became very ill and it was difficult 
for her to get around. She held the 
lighted candle there in Grand Cay
man for many years, as Sabbath 
studies were held in her home. She 
had the opportunity of sharing the 
message with many Jamaican Ad
ventists who went to Grand Cay
man. Up until the last, when an Ad
ventist sister worked for her in her 
home, she would take some of the 
sister's working hours to open up 
the message to her, who, incidental
ly, was baptized only after a few 
nights of going to the Revelation 

Seminar, and without even knowing 
how to keep the Sabbath. Sister 
Scotland spent time in explaining to 
the sister the necessity and impor
tance of observing the entire Sab
bath day, as well as what it means to 
be a Seventh-day Adventist. 

In October, 1995, Sister Scotland 
wrote to Sister Bingham telling her 
that if she wanted to see her alive 
and to meet the group, she should 
not delay in going there. Sister 
Bingham made arrangements to 
spend time with them in November. 
At that time, Sister Scotland was 
losing ground and it didn't appear 
as though she would live much 
longer. Sister Bingham did what she 
could in ministering to her daily 
needs, and in studying nightly with 
the group. Her. husband, and her 
children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, as well as church 
members and Davidians on Cayman 
Islands, and elsewhere, mourn her 
loss, and yet we sorrow not as oth
ers without a hope, but look forward 
once again to the grand reunion at 
the special resurrection of Daniel 
12:2. What a reunion that will be! 
Hasten on glad day! 

It will be of interest to Davidians 
to know that Sister Scotland was 
studying with two brothers who 
were led in a miraculous way to her 
home. These brothers studied with 
Sister Scotland for many, many 
hours and were very impressed with 
what they heard. When Sister 
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Bingham got there, she found them 
eager to learn. One of the brothers 
returned to Jamaica shortly after 
Sister Bingham's visit last Novem
ber; the other is a resident of Grand 
Cayman. These two brothers are 
standing firmly for the message. 

The one who returned to Jamaica is 
now here at Bashan to study further 
to become a hunter in Jamaica and 
to lend a helping hand to Bashan's 
work for six months. Please pray for 
this brother and his wife who re
mained in Jamaica. 0 

:"' .Y.f*' :"' 
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( Chu7.ch dfymnaf dVo. 
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TAPE LIST NO. 39 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

221 The Living Spirit of Prophecy and the Porter; 
Binding Up the Testimony ......... 0 ... 0 ... 0 .. 0 60 

223 The Coming of the Lord and Michael's Standing Up 0 • 0 45 
224 The Wedding Garment 0 0 0 ... 0 0 .... 0 ......... 0 .. 0 60 
256 Important Points on the 144,0000 . 0 ..... 0 0 ...... 0 0 0 90 
266 Zechariah's Prophecy on Latter-day Events .......... 90 
268 Who Are the Tmly Wise?. 0 ..... 0 .. 0 0 ... 0 . 0 .. 0 .. 0 90 
300 Keeping Your Eyes on the MasteL 0 ......... 0 . 0 0 ... 90 
312 Is There Life After Death? (The Four Resunections) ... 90 
330 The Remnant and the Covenant Promises . 0 0 0 0 ...... 090 

M. J. Bingham's Studies 

174 The Jordan Gilead Heresy in the Light of 
Ezekiel 4 and Zechariah 4 . 0 0 0 .. 0 . 0 ............ 60 

186 The Genius of Heresy ...... 0 .. 0 0 ..... 0 . 0 . 0 .... 0 30 
226 Sanctification ............... 0 ... 0 . 0 0 ..... 0 ... 60 
227 "That Day" ............ 0 0 ... 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 . 0 .... 0 0 0 60 
228 The Conditionality of Prophecy-Progressive 

or Non-Progressive ...... 0 .. 0 0 0 . 0 ..... 0 0 . 0 ... 90 
232 The Harvest Passes Judgment 0 .... 0 ... 0 .......... 90 
236 The Time-frame of the Plan of Salvation and the Urgency 

of the Time It Leaves to Perfect Character ... 0 ••••• 60 
237 The Discipline of the Justified Soul . 0 .. 0 .......... 90 
238 "Another Than Elijah"?-

(1950 General Conference Special, po 23:1) .... 0 0 •• 60 

Note: Although the audio on a few of the M. J. B. study tapes is not as 
clear as we would like it to be, we believe their subject matter is well worth 
listening to and digesting. 

Cost of Tapes: 30 minutes-$1.00; 45 minutes-$1.50; 60 minutes
$2.50; 90 minutes-$3.00. AU monies must be in U.S. currency. 0 
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NOTICES 

VISITORS: We are happy to wel
come visitors on God's holy hilL 
Please send reservations ahead of 
time so we may be sure to have 
accommodations for you. As 
always, there is no charge for room 
and now there is no charge for 
board for second tithers, and only a 
relatively small charge for board to 
all who are not second tithers. 
Come spend some time with us and 
lend a helping hand to God's work 
It will be a rewarding vacation for 
all who come to enjoy aU the bless
ings God has in store for His peo
ple. 
SEMINAR AND SCHOOL OF THE 

PROPHETS: It was our hope to have 
a Seminar this year at the conclu
sion of which to have a session of 
the School of the prophets. But with 
only a few hands to get the Chapel/ 
School complex completed, we are 
disappointed that we are not able to 
go ahead with the plans this year. 
We know that many of you will be 
disappointed, but please pray with 
us that we will be able to get every
thing in readiness for an opening 
date next year, perhaps late spring. 
SMALL AND LARGE CHARTS: These 
are still available-the small charts 
for $7.50; the large charts are 
$45.00 to members of the Associa
tion. If you want the large set 
bound, please add an extra $5.00. 

STAMPS FOR FREE: If you would 
like any, send a stamped, self-ad
dressed envelope with your request, 
and we'll send you as many as the 
postage will cover. 
TELEPHONE CALLS: Again we 
thank you for your cooperation in 
minimizing the number of calls, and 
shortening the length of the calls to 
Bashan. 

When you are tempted to call 
Bashan for anything other than the 
most urgent matters, and when you 
are tempted to place any long dis
tance calls, whether near your 
home, cross country, or overseas, 
remember the crying needs of the 
work-here at headquarters, in 
Africa, the Philippines, and the 
other islands. Don't protest that you 
owe yourself the luxury of a call 
now and then. Remember that only 
"when self-denial becomes a part of 
our religion, we shall understand 
and do the will of God .... We shall 
see the path of obedience 
only path of safety."-R & 
25, 1880. 

as the 
Feb. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: For for
eign countries: Please write clearly 
the entire address, giving the name 
of the country. (You may place the 
name of the country at the begin
ning of your list if ali the names are 
from one country.) Do not send cash 
in the mail. Send your remittances 
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by checks or money orders. The exercises and receive the full bless
Lord has always brought all such ings the Lord has for you. 
remittances safely here to the store- ANOTHER IMPORTANT REMINDER: 

house. Be sure to always include a Again, the Spirit pleads: Have you 
remittance slip with your remit- sold all to buy "the pearl of great 
tance. Remember the last Sabbath price." Carefully examine yourself 
of the month for prayer and fasting. to see what is keeping you from get
All need to overcome ~'the world, ting your Fellowship Certificate. 
the flesh, and the devil." It is now Since life is so uncertain, may you 
through prayer and fasting that allow no consideration to keep you 
God's little ones will gain this vic- from qualifying yourself to receive 
tory. Do not fail to enter into these the Certificate. 0 

Morning Resolve 

I will try this day to live a simple, sincere and serene life, 

Repelling promptly every thought of discontent, anxiety, 
discouragement, impurity and self-seeking; 

Cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity, and the 
habit of holy silence. 

Exercising economy in expenditure, generosity in giving, 
carefulness in conversation, diligence in appointed 
service, fidelity to every trust, and a childlike faith in God. 

In particular I will try to be faithful in those habits of 
prayer, work and study and physical exercise, including 
eating and sleeping, which I believe the Holy Spirit has 
shown me to be right. 

And as I cannot in my own strength do this, nor even 
with a hope of success attempt it, I look to thee Oh Lord 
God my Father, in Jesus, my Saviour, and ask for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. 

-Author Unknown 

Sent in by Brother Ted Barnes, Canada. 
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SCRIPTURAL INDEX 

EXODUS: HAGGAI: 1 CORINTHIANS: 
3:10, 15, 16 ........ 4, 5 2:21, 22 ............. 25 10:11 ............. 6, 14 
4:17 ................ 4 MATTHEW: 2TIMOTHY: 

1 KINGS: 6:33 ................ 25 2:15 ................ 8 

19:16 ............... 7 13:52 ............... 8 HEBREWS: 
1:1 ................. 3 19, 20 ............... 7 16:17 ............... 10 
lPETER: 

EZEKIEL: 22:11-13 ............ 10 3:15 ................ 26 
3:17 ............... 4,5 LUKE: 5:6 ................ 26 
9 .................. 10 6:13 .............. 4, 5 REVELATION: 
MICAH: 6:31 ................ 6 9:10 ................ 10 
7:14 ................ 10 21:27 .............. 25 22:18-20 ............ 26 

SPIRIT OF PROPHECY INDEX 

COUNSELS ON DIET AND FOODS: VOLUME FOUR: 
122:1-3 ......................... 24 165:1 ........................... 14 
EDUCATION: VOLUME FIVE: 
50:4 ............................. 6 75:3 ............................ 13 
LIFE SKETCHES OF EGW: 94:0 ............................ 12 
323:1 ........................... 13 160:2 ........................... 12 
REVIEW AND HERALD: 456:1 .......................... 12 
Nov. 7, 1890 ..................... 13 524:2 ........................... 8 
TESTIMONIES, 535, 536 ........................ 13 

VOLUME ONE: VOLUME SIX: 
129: ............................ 14 146:0 ........................... 13 
277:0 ........................... 12 VOLUME EIGHT: 
283, 284 ........................ 12 1!8, 119 ........................ 14 
609:1 ........................... 13 THE YOUTH INSTRUCTOR: 

VOLUME THREE: ~ ............................. w 
358:2 ........................... 12 466 ............................ 16 

THE SHEPHERD'S ROD INDEX 

1'.150 GENERAL CONFERENCE SPECIAL: 
6:2, 1990 Edition ................... 9 
7:2, 1954 Edition ................... 9 
THE ANSWERER, 

BOOK ONE: 
43, 44, 1983 Edition ............... 26 
44, 45, 1983 Edition ............... 26 
47:1, 1944 Edition ................. 26 
48:2, 1944 Edition ................. 26 
48,49, 1983 Edition ................ 26 
50:1, 1983 Edition .................. 3 
53:1, 1944 Edition ................. 26 
54:2, 1944 Edition .................. 3 

BOOK FIVE: 
77:4, 1995 Edition ................. 26 
78:3, 1944 Edition ................. 26 
THE LEVITICUS: 
6(b) ....................... 4, 6, 7, 8 
6(c) ............................ 11 
14:1 ............................. 6 
14:2 .......................... 4, 6 
14-27 ............................ 7 
22, 24 ........................... 7 
LIGHT AT EVENTIDE, 

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1: 
26-29 ........................... 14 
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'fHE SHEPHERD'S ROD INDEX Cont'd, 

THE SYMBOLIC CODE, 
VOLUME TWO: 

10:3:1-6 ......................... 26 
VOLUME ELEVEN: 

4:4:2 ........................... 35 
4:8:1 ........................... 35 
4:8:2 ........................... 35 
4:9:0 ........................... 35 
4:9:2 ........................... 35 

THE TIMELY GREETINGS, 
VOLUME ONE: 

2:19, 21 ......................... 11 

2:19-20 .......................... 9 
7:3, 4, 11 ........................ 14 
18:20:1 ......................... 10 
21:5:2 .......................... 10 
29:12:5 .......................... 9 
32:19:4 .......................... 9 

VOLUME TWO: 
41:21:3 ......................... 10 
MT. ZION AT "THE ELEVENTH HOUR": 

44, 45, 1988 Edition ............... 11 
48:2, 1941 Edition ................. 11 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

1, 5 Ans. The Answerer, Books 1 and 5 

CDF Counsels on Diet and Foods 

2, 11 Code The Symbolic Code, Volumes 2 and 11 

Ed. Education 

GCS 1950 General Conference Special 

LE Light At Eventide 

LS Life Sketches of EGW 

R&H Review and Herald 

1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8T Testimonies, Volumes 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 

1,2TG Timely Greetings, Volumes 1 and 2 

YI The Youth's Instructor 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"Chance is what brings us eternity. Therefore, if we make use 
of time and chance, we do not have to worry about eternity.''~ 
ll Code 4:8:1. 

" ... What we leave undone will be undone forever, so far as we 
are concemed."-Id, 4;2. 

" ... For all the knowledge and ability that we might have 
gained and did not, there will be an eternalloss."-Id. 9:0. 

" .. ,Are you a time 'spendthrift' or a time wizard? Are you just 
existing, or are you preparing for your great 'chance'? Each must 
answer this question for himself. Soon that great chance will 
come to every sol!l, and when it comes it will prove the faithfl!l
ness or the l!nfaithfulness of our stewardship over the time that 
was given us to prepare for it As you stand now, are you 
ready?"-Id. 8:2, 

''In the day that we must acq)llnt for our stewardship WE WILL 

BE ABLE TO GIVE A GOOD ACCOUNT OF EVERY OTBER TALENT 

ENTRUSTED TO US IF WE CAN SHOW THAT WE HAVE MADE THE 

MOST PROFITABLE USE OF OUR TIME. That is how important time 
is. May God help each of us to be wise time investors."-Id. 9:2, 

35 
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