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"Ps. 126:3. After not 
to hold Seminar for mgnt years, 

i Bashan Davidians looked forward 
I with eager anticioation to the event

ful opemng, 
tember 1997 on God's HilL 
Those who to attend were 

1Nhik: i11ose of 
with the 

Stanley and Brother EHioU 
worked fn.'m before sunup 

on the outside used artificial _ 
until well after sundown to the 
last of the work done. This included 
landscaping, the haul-

gravel from a quarry 50 miles a-
way, accommodations for all 
who had sent in 

care of various other details. 
the vast amount of work to 

before the 
date of the we nev-

er doubted for a moment that we 

997 

and were 

and breakfast, 
there was a or.tVIIei~e··ar!a-atn:v 
od before the first 
the end of an were divided 
into groups for prayer, and 
discussion. This to be a fruit
ful session for aU as many 1m'r"·"rt'"''. 

were dU>ClllSS>od, 

and many of the groups ended the 
session the Lord in testi
mony. At the end of this period, we 
aU wended ou.r way to the cafeteria 
where Sister 
crew had dinner 
headed :Brother 
and served breakfast We 
that the cooks and their 

drne out 
leges, It was a beautiful to see 

of as each one 
their several duties with 
and A careful 

schedule was made so that each one 
when 150 knew what his was and the 

I on the opening work was divided equitably. The var-
l_:;ame at great expense; ious ones assigned for each day were 
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I readv to do their share heloiwz in the ! fusion. 

···----=_j 
I 

'rhe vvE:::ath.er 'V'v'as beautiful neither 
too hot nor too 
moon and beautiful 
minated Hill on 
we had a fev.; 

'I'here ·\vas a f~_lfl 

but this did 
runou.nt of ! deter fron1 th_e 

the direction of Brother Shane 

The afternoon 

cro~Nn Lift~'~ 

what the Lord 

as 
the 

Hlf vve 
to re:forrn otl':r.ers vie rrtust our-

selves ,., .. ,,".,.,, .. ~"'. which 
\Ve ·~.ronld enforce ther;~~~ 

and 
ended on time. 

., 
ano: on 
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: '0/cc;L tv a I 
' i 
I sessions for v:orkers go [ 

I were the .field in fu!fiHrneni: of om 
. i comrnissinn in Ezeldei «nd 

the 

that en(e.r8 hu:e 
kn.Cl'':,\l~; 

I law in 
! Bashal 

V/e!coine 
tl1e -vJ-c!coxne included a \1/e-lc.oTI1J::. 

and Hosea l and 2. She e;nlm.<tsi:t,eu 
we had 

c;~iTPfi(C]\!-h 

service he1d. Dr. S. Robert 
f'.ead P:;;al:rn_ a.s tl-1e .:•c~i.K~,}~ .. ~nc 

the 1:nea by ~tster r~aonu s,~1ng 

fUH beautiful :rendition G~Bless This 
the 

~Because of a lack th:ne and_ 
,. 

on a Jf5\?J 

of ih,e Sen1~ 

H,e E:;nai.Jled us 
years to conllnue the 

of tht·- R~od Ht~~r~ 
a\ure, to build 

a Sister 
read these vvorrls: "Satan's c:hief 

is at the: heachJuarters of ot!r 

ten!-
. I 

tnn<' I 
... "' ~ "' • -:1 - '•"' j l:or Soi.ornon and the cmldKen m I 

bi!'''l(~''l"'G Tt I ' '"'-L"' .... ~ I 

1 d , .. , , . , I 
c_u .en a prayer ot U;anttumes~; to 1 

--~~oc~~~~t h~:_~a~-----------·---~ 
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recounted I him to the souls of others., .. 
the Dlessmgs 
all 
He told of how the Lord 
to preserve the ark and how he had 

it in the temple. But the rest 
of the dedicatory prayer was his bur-

He with 
God to hear from heaven and to for-

their sins. Sister Bingham ex-

1

. " " her b~de~ for alL and said 
lhat 0at"n 

· beamed at the 
work 

of God's ps.r
grace. In God's 

the heart of the erring one is drawn 
tO the great hemt of Infinite 

The program for I 
' • 0 temoer w1th a song servwe 

at 6:15 a.m. and the worshio con-

- • - 15-
minute song service was held before 
each worshio and 

10:15 

was "The Rule of 
He "God's requirements 

and " "T11e rule of 
eousness revealed in the lives of His 

is to make them 
live with an 

d, ever 
to be Christians in every 

sense of the word. Since the Lord is 

we werere
agt:mcies of evil lU"e 
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combining their forces and consoli
dating, and that the "final move
ments will be rapid ones" (9T 11 :2). 
In reinforcing the theme of the Sem
inar, he read to us from the Reve
lation showing that the promises 
were made to the overcomers, start
ing with the church at Ephesus and 
ending with Laodicea. Several state
ments were read to us concerning the 
importance of learning to take or
ders, and the tragic results of mur
muring and complaining. It was em
phasized that only those who learn to 
take orders are eligible for the seal. 
He brought to our attention the way 
the work is conducted now, and how 
the Lord is blessing it, showing that 
He is in control, and that His autho
rized servant is in charge. He closed 
with Testimonies to Ministers, page 
54:1: "God speaks through His ap
pointed agencies, ... ; Psalm 50:5: 
"Gather my saints together unto me; 
those that have made a covenant with 
me by sacrifice." 

Sabbath, September 20, 4:15 
p.m.: Sister Bingham's topic was 
"What Only Will Enable Present 
Truth Believers to be Ready for the 
Harvest." She promised a "capsule" 
to preface all her studies and for the 
"prayer capsule" she gave us the fol
lowing references: GW 175, 179, 2T 
581, 2SM 312, and 7A-BC 1130. 
The highlight of these references 
show that public prayer should be 
only one or two minutes long; that 
we are not to sermonize in prayer; 

and that our duty when praying is to 
kneel. Kneeling shows our reverence 
to God, and testifies that our whole 
soul, body and spirit are in subjec
tion to the Spirit of Truth. After read
ing from Testimonies to Ministers, 
page" <S()t ·about the latter rain, she 
stressed how important it was that all 
present truth believers, as candidates 
for the first fruits of the harvest, 
know and understand the full mean
ing of the harvest. Before a harvest, 
the fallow ground is broken up, the 
seeds sown, and the early rain falls 
and germinates· the seeds. Then the 
growing season takes place. But be
fore the crop is harvested, the latter 
rain falls to develop it. So it must be 
in the spiritual. The former rain, the 
writings of the Spirit of Prophecy has 
germinated the seed, the latter rain, 
the Rod, is to develop the seed for 
the harvest. When the teacher of 
righteousness comes (Joel 2:23, mar
gin), it brings with it the former rain. 
This developmental process entails 
the complete saturation of the mes
sage by all present truth believers. 
Several statements were read from 
ITO 17 and General Conference Spe
cial, pages 7, 8, 23, 24, and 32. Sol
emnly she read the following: 
" ... Elijah's message and movement 
will be the only God~sent ones, the 
only ones to fear, to love, to stand by, ,, 
to live for, to die for. No, there will 
be no other shield when heaven 
opens and the storm breaks in all its 
dread fury upon the world, to un-
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pour do\vn lethal 
ning fro.rm the skies."---GCS 

In view of the fact that the latter 
. . d ' ' . rrun lS an ~ b1e s].arvest 1s nea1·9 

we Vv'ere ad.Irtonished over and over 

m 
of the hour. we use message 

the '-''''.m'·"'C"''" books to prove 
Laodkean brethren that to our 

the 

God 
leads them 
tures in 

meat due season .... He 
to green pas

... He acco:cc
them >vith truth 

of the hour. Vle should not aHmN one I page 587:1, which shows that there 
or Hne of the solernn lTtessagc.~ 1s a genera-

of the Ro-d to our attention. tion. 
The A]·tsvverer~ !3k. 5~ 29~ Isaiah the ·verv nature of 

After a 
from 6:00 
was no 
of the 
kitchen 
prepare 

the prophecv .. 

of Tviicah 7: 14 are 
tures; Q]od g'rve the l{od r£]essage 
Brother Houteff in 

that "'·'-''·n '··"''"-
mesf;age 
'Traet N-Oo He~ " Jhe Rod 

upon on 1 rnov(~d fhe A'"ssoc]ation frotn CaEfor~ 
this first ~Neekend the Se1n1nar" nia 'Ibxas h1 934 because 

:.iJI1:]5 I Ezekiel 47:1--8 shows tiM the mcs

His first texts wt.~re Micah 7: 14 
and Isruah33:9 these texts show that 
there are tlve 

uses the term 
Hh; 

sag~; \;vas to move eaEt\vard frorn 

_Pseudo 

,. '] l 
msal .owec o~~ I 

,. u;; 

CalifOrnia in the be
does it disaUovv 

.i.11any ye3rs !ate.r.~? 

a.n.d 'Th,eir 
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Brotht:r Houteff the I infinite loss. "VVhat we do not overc 
R.nd in and when His work I come ·will overcome us :.:tnd vvork out 
was finished He was laid to rest But i our destruction." 
he left nTP>;'.f-"1'VP_d 

is \\,.here the 
here 

work ·-· 
the Rod. Praise God. 

Ps. 
aui:hmitative 
'~l.,et thern 

Bashan is here to 

Sev,eraJ references were read 
from the Rod that the 
en bowl Zechariah 4 represents 
the storehouse of present and 

pro- 1 that the of is the liv~ 
into aH tmth. He 

and I stressed that there is no 
the values so much at this 

v1ith time as the eleventh-hour labor-

until 

ers prepare themseives for the 
work ahead. 'nme and clw.nce 

God leads His flock the last pas
ture~-iJHea~l Gilead is not listed in in rnore than one _passage that it re.p~ 

sequence of Isaiah 
33:9 because the four pas-

"books" of j 

The howl! 
tures are in the tare and-';;Iheat 

and ~Jilead is a tare--free 

4~ls 

don for tl1e 1 th,MI-Ior~r Laborers in 
Zechariah "L" He 

read ffo:rn l ~:cnifl-
tltians the 1n1nr",t'"f;·_~incf': 

! 

of I 

state

cultivate tender 
conslderation and for 

' 
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Satan to cause dissension .... 
"We nmst learn to the best 

construction upon doubtful 
conduct of others. If we ru·e ever sus-

evil we are in of i 

for such prayers are 
answ,;;red and a transformation will 
take place in children that thev will 
grow up in the tmth and not out of iL 

on Bashan''s rcle 

"-".'.:."-'"""'"' ... j!.js 
I nmsl in the very nature of 

p .. m,.: Sj_ster .tiH1gl1£;:rrl's study ·was 
entitl.ed "\Vhat is Bashan's Role 11:l· 

The health 
tron1 Bas han 
pp. 39: "The hnnn.rtcmr·P 

dse." 'll:'te overaH benefits of exercise 
was stressed. AH should ~.~ •.. c .. n. 

in the i1!LliE.1LU H-~ 

a few '""V"·"'''"" 
with a review of vvhat was pre

repe-
it was t"ijat an would re-

what the Lord had for 

I ~h . " 'l ' '"' ·' . th' ]'"'""'"'"' l ese pages m L 1e ano u. mem 0>1 . IS , l u 
· you don't have an exerdse prograrn, 34:12 gtates that the four nouns 

then an Hleans you should ed "were " In 
Iy get one and reli!i(iouslv follow it vrder to understand the J.T'!eaniru:r. we 

She included many itt:rn;;; of 
tual interest for the young in her 

One sur:h reference ·was from 

to have their own 
and to do their own selfish 

should ask the Lord io 
d1em to be to be to be 

'I obedient Because Jesus loves to 
hear the prayers of children 

·l:'hould be to to God as: 
a friend. Parents should have a bu .. !r
den to teach their l:hildren to pray 

2TG 

up our 
and the reforrnation and 1 

revival message that we are oto take t.o I 
the church. We were rmmnded that --' 
we "faH to refmm as it 
recommends then it i.s not to 
survive the dav of the Lord."--lTG 
24:19. God help His people to 
realize the seriousness of this state
ment Several oth<;:r statements were 
read from the Timely Greetings, con-
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eluding with 2TG 5:7:2, 2TG 22:16, 
and the following: 

"The day is far spent Now, when 
there is light at 'eventide,' God is 
beckoning His 'little ones' to feed on 
the only certified pasture that He has 
prepared at this time-Bashan. Feed 
on His bound-up testimony, as well 
as on an of the Rod testimony. Only 
those who receive the 'wedding gar
ment now' will be ready to feed in 
Gilead upon the 'fat pasture' in the 
'mountains of Israel.' Beloved, let us 
work and pray, casting away aU our 
idols, bringing into line all our 'ideas 
and theories, habits and practices,' 
and doing all we can to receive the 
wedding garment, so that we may 
hasten on that glad day of the King
dom."-Bashan Tidings, VoL 11, No. 
1, p. 12. 

Monday, September 22, 10:15 
a.m.: Brother Elliott Rock's study 
was "The Living Spirit of Prophecy 
and the Porter." Passage after pas
sage was read to us proving conclu
sively that (1) God has always had a 
living voice in the church; (2) it is the 
enemy's "settled purpose (5T 300:1) 
to cut off all communication be
tween God and His people and thus 
bring discouragement to them. We 
were assured that the Davidian 
movement and its success are in 
prophecy (2TG 43:19) and that the 
Association, because of the "living 
Spirit of Prophecy" in its midst, will 
effect the revival and reformation in 
the church (lTG 10: 27). He contin-

ued: God has placed in our midst the 
porter with "authorized" shepherds 
(lTG 2:19, 20) or "inspired teach
ers" (1 TG 29: 12); those who are 
"sent" are "inspired" (2TG 27:8:2); 
GA has a sheepfold; He has sheep 
and a portef; those who come in as 
goats (lTG 2:21:2) are trying to 
"dodge the porter's inspection" .but 
they cannot dodge and "forever get 
by"; the living Spirit of Prophecy is 
the Holy Spirit at work; "We cannot 
be led into all trulh without the gift of 
the Spirit of Prophecy" (lTG 14:17: 
2). 

He concluded by reading several 
statements from The Porter and the 
Servant Educator showing the quali
fications of the porter and the fact 
that only the living, never-erring 
Spirit of Prophecy can give conect 
answers. 

Monday, September 22, 4:15 
p.m.: "Heaven's Requirements
What do They Mean to Davidians 
Today?" Brolher Edwin West began 
by reading the familiar passage on 
revival and reformation from lSM 
128. He emphasized that revival and 
reformation must do a work for us, 
but in doing that work they must 
blend. He read from Matthew 7: 
14, and the Rod comment from 1 TG 
2:17, 18, 1953 Reprint, showing that 
there is a narrow way and a broad 
way. He pointed out the importance 
of everyone's completing all there
quired reading in applying for the 
Fellowship Certificate. It is impor-
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tant that God's people understand the aged us with several statements from 
additional message which, according the Rod and the Spirit of Prophecy, 
to Matthew 25:4, is the extra oil. He aU showing that heaven's require
quoted from llCode 3:7, 8, 1991 ments are just and good, and that 
Edition, which shows that all ten of God gives us strength and grace to 
the virgins go to sleep, but when they perform them. He closed with the 
awake, only the five wise virgins will following statement: 
be ready for the wedding. He "Let us arouse! The battle is wag
stressed that in order for us to be ing. Truth and error are nearing 
ready for the great and dreadful day their final conflict Let us march un
of the Lord we must have a knowl- der the blood-stained banner of 
edge of the message. The foolish did Prince Emmanuel and fight the good 
not want to buy the oil-they did not fight of faith and win eternal honors; 
want to pay the price. Most people for the truth win triumph, that we 
do not want to pay the price; the way may be more than conquerors 
is too narrow, too strait. Those who through Him who has loved us. The 
are eligible to receive the Fellowship precious hours of probation are 
Certificate must personally study aU dosing. Let us make sure work for 
the message and believe it; they must eternal life, that we may glorify our 
overcome temptation; they must heavenly Father and be the means of 
comply with ail the requirements; saving souls for whom Christ died." 
they must put their treasure where -Christian Service, p. 77:2. 
moth and thieves cannot enter; they Monday, September 22, 7:45 
must keep the commandments; they p.m.: Brother RoUe held forth in the 
must not be flesh-eaters, drunkards study "How Shall I Observe God's 
and tobacco users, and must not rob Holy Time." He emphasized the fact ' 
God of tithes and offerings. He read that we need to "study," not merely 
from The Answerer, Book 5, page read, about how we should observe 
81, Question No. 150-the identifi- the Sabbath. Reading from Bashan 
cation of a Davidian Seventh-day Tidings, Vol. 7, Nos. 2 and 3, here
Adventist, and then this insightful minded us of what was bound up 
statement from Early Writings, page there for our learning and admoni-
39:2: "There is perfect order and har- tion. Important points brought out 
mony in the Holy City. All the angels were: How to prepare for the Sab
that are commissioned to visit the bath; guarding the edges of the Sab
earth hold a golden card, which they bath; business and secular pursuits 
present to the angels at the. gates of I on the Sabbath; sleeping the Sabbath 

· the city as they pass in and out hours away; putting away aU bitterl Heaven is a good place." He encour- 1 ness from the soul before the Sab- . 
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bath hours begin; traveling on the I 
Sabbath; and watching our conversa
tion on the Sabbath. He read about 
parents' duty to help children to keep 
the day holy. One of his many im
pressive readings was: " ... We have 
come to suppose that anything which 
pertains more or less to religion is 
pern1issible on God's holy day. It is 
said, 'It is the Lord's work. But God 
has never said anywhere in the Scrip
tures that His people are at liberty to 
do all manner of work (that pertain to 
religion) on the Sabbath day. Work 
which can be done on a day other 
than the Sabbath is not a work for the 
Sabbath. 'Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy work; but the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 
God; in it thou shalt not do any 
work.' "-lSR (Fireside Edition), p. 
148:1. 

He closed with the following: 
Despite aU our failings in aU of these 
matters, if we make known our ear
nest desire to change, God will hear 
and answer our prayers, and He will 
give us glorious victories. 

I. "The thoughts must be centered 
upon God. We must put forth earnest 
effort to overcome the evil tenden-
cies of the natural heart Our efforts, 
our self-denial and perseverance, 
must be proportionate to the infinite 
value of the object of which we are 
in pursuit Only by overcoming as 
Christ. overcame shall we win the 
crown of life."-The Ministry of 
Healing, p. 455:2. 

Thesday, September 23, 10:15 
a.m.: The topic of Brother Pilgxim's 
study was "The Government of 
God." He read from Life Sketches, 
196:2 where, in reviewing our past 
history, we were encouraged with the 
thought that we had nothing to fear 
unless we forget the way the Lord 
has led us in the past He read sever
al references to show that God will 
lead us today just as He did in the 
past. He reminded us that God had 
chosen a theocracy to govern ancient 
Israel; the servant of the Lord says 
that we are under a divine theocracy 
(7T 109); God is to lead us today as 
He did in 1844; He chooses men of 
His own appointment; He is not 
pleased to have elected men in 
charge of His work (8Tr. 48); God 
has blessed His Association by call
ing a president to head the organiza
tion. He read several statements from 
the publications Deceivers Whose 
Mouths Must be Stopped and Bashan 
Tidings, Vol. 10, No.4, p. 11; Vol. 3, 
No. 2, p. 31 :2, showing that the pres
ident will lead in God's Association 
until the Kingdom is ushered in. He 
conclued with these words: 

"Despite its humble, insignificant 
beginning, the criticism and the op
position against it, and the multiform 
obstacles and impediments which it 
has had to surmount, it is awakening 
multitudes throughout Laodicea. It 
has launched the ship of Reforma
tion, and while many have already 
boarded it, others are rapidly ap-
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proaching the decision to seek the 
safety it affords. They are restudying 
the Bible in the Divine light of The 
Shepherd's Rod. TI1e Three Angels' 
Messages have become to them as 
clear and sweet as a mountain 
stream. And those who never owned, 
and even those who never believed, 
the writings of the Spirit of Proph
ecy, are now purchasing aU the vol
umes:'-4Ans. 26, 27. 

Thesday, September 23, 4:15 
p.m.: Brother Gene Gomez spoke 
about "Love and Submission to 
God." His several texts and passages 
showed that God expects His follow
ers to follow Him every step elf the 
way, in entire submission. 7A-BC, 
page 260, cols. 1 & 2, emphasized 
that through Christ's life and death 
we receive a new conception of love 
and that we are to have a special ten
der love for all. The following pas
sage was very impressive: " ... Every 
believer ... should be taught that he is 
not merely to be saved by Christ's 
sacrifice, but that he is to make the 
life of Christ his life and the charac
ter of Christ his character. Let all be 
taught that they are to bear burdens 
and to deny natural inclinations."-
2TG 23:2:2. He read to us of Christ's 
home training, and how parents are 
to keep a tireless vigil over their chil
dren, to train them in the way Christ 
was trained; pa.rents are always to 
manifest the grace of Christ in <cor
recting their children in the right 
way; love and submission to God 

must be taught to children in their 
earliest years and when obliged to 
correct a child, we are not to raise the 
voice to a high pitch; parents are ad
monished not to lose their control in 
correcting a child, nor to give way to 
anger when doing so, for they will be 
more at fault than the child; perfect 
submission ·and perfect obedience 
must be practiced in the home not 
only by words, but by example. He 
closed with these words: 

"When love fills the heart, it will 
flow out to others, not because of fa
vors teceived from them, but because 
love is the principle of action. Love 
modifies the character, governs the 
impulses, subdues enmity, and en
nobles the affection ... .It is this, and 
this only, that can make us the salt of 
the earth .... The life of Christ in the 
soul, His love revealed in the charac
ter, would make them the light of the 
world."-MB 38:1, 39, 40. 

Thesday, September 23, 7:45 
p.m.: "What do Perfection and Sanc
tification mean to Bashan David
ians?" was the topic of Sister Bing
ham's study for this evening< The 
prayer capsule was taken from Steps 
to Christ, pp. 94, 96, and 98. We 
were reminded of the importance of 
prayer, and how the Lord is willing 
to hear and to answer us. The Lord 
instructed us in 1 Timothy 4: 15, 16 to 
"meditate" upon what we hear or 
study, and to take heed to ourselves 
by seeing how we measure up to all 
the requirements the Lord has for us 
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in His Truth. We are to take heed to 
the doctrines, and to understand what 
we read and study. 

Several references were read and 
The Answerer, Book 4, pp. 10, 16, 
and 17 was brought to our attention. 
It was emphasized that if we are tru

ly sanctified, we would be walking 
and talking with God each day and 
we would be obedient to our com
mission-to go to the lost sheep of 
Israel. It is God's win for us to be 
sanctified and to be perfected, ready 
and waiting for the Kingdom. 

In enlarging upon the topic, she 
said that God wanted everyone there 
to meditate upon the important sub
ject of economy, which she correlat
ed with sanctification and perfection. 
If we are striving to be sanctified, we 
will be economical, not only in the 
way we spend the Lord's means, but 
also in our words and time. Econo
my was not to be confused with be
ing stingy. She cautioned all about 
credit card spending, paying high in
terest rates, and living beyond our 
means. "Shun debt like leprosy 
[AIDS, we would say today]" (CS 
272:2). Her dosing statement was: 

"The faithfulness of a person in 
little things indicates the faithfulness 
in greater things also. Faithfulness 
always brings promotion. So, in or
der to be as David, one must be as 
faithful, as dependable, and as zeal
ous for God's Kingdom as was 
David of old."-lTG 9:7:3, 15:1, 
1953 Reprint. 

Wednesday, September 24, 
10:15 and 11:15 a.m.: The very im
portant subject to Bashan Davidians 
at this time, "The Jacob Typology;' 
was given in two parts by Brother 
Edwin West. For the old as well as 
the new believers, our minds were 
drawn to Jacob's family, from his 
birth to his returning to the home
land. We saw where type met anti
type, and we saw that there is a type 
for our being at Bashan. We saw why 
there are so many split-offDavidians 
and the reason for the trouble they 
are causing us. We praised God that 
we were born to Mother Leah, the 
true and legitimate wife of Jacolr
the true and legal Association. De
spite all the trouble the enemy has 
brought upon the Association since 
Brother Houteff's death, the Lord 
has preserved a remnant here at 
Bashan to carry forward His work. 
The hand-outs on the topic were very 
much appreciated. 

Wednesday, September 24,4:15 
p.m.: Brother Ray MeUieur (Cana
da) presented some challenging and 
sobering thoughts from Sister 
White's writings concerning "Up
lifting the Standard," which was the 
topic of his study. We were told that 
battles are fought every day for our 
souls, so we have no time to com
promise or to hide our colors; the 
remnant are not ready; if self were 
put aside most differences would be 
settled in five minutes; we must 
study the truth, for no character can 
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be perfected without trials; the truth 
would make us strong, keep us from 
complaining, or from being disheart
ened or discouraged; God wants us 
to be tenderhearted to an men; There 
must be no self-exaltation in God's 
work, for everything we possess is 
lent to us for God's work. Among his 
dosing thoughts were these signifi
cant words: "The conduct of Chris
tians is like that of their Lord. He 
erected the standard, and it is left for 
us to say whether or not we will ral
ly around it."-2T 169, 170. Do you 
see the shortness of time? Let's start 
today and change. We are worn 
down with the toils of this world. Let 
us make it a priority in our lives to 
live according to the way God wants 
us to live. 

Wednesday, SeptembeR· 24, 
7:45 p.m.: "Overcoming Through 
Trials." Brother Pilgrim began by 
telling us that an have trials to bear; 
not one is exempt; the way we relate 
to trials is what counts; after water 
baptism, there will be temptations, 
but thank God there will le victories. 
He will make a way of escape for aU; 
we are warned, though, not to place 
ourselves in temptation's way. He 
read to us that God is interested in 
the youth, but Satan at the same time 
is working to get them, for he has a 
thousand temptations to unsettle 
their minds. AU were exhorted to re
member that God will not accept di
vided service; the greatest battle we 
aU have to fight is the battle against 

self; in the struggle against sin, God 
has to try our characters. We were 
admonished to wait patiently and to 
trust in the Lord. Here is one of the 
many inspiring and helpful passages 
we heard: 

"Untried character is not reliable. 
We are to be tried by temptation in 
order that we may learn to seek wis
dom from God and to flee to the 
stronghold in time of trouble. He 
alone will be successful in resisting 
temptation who finds help and grace 
from God."-That I May Know Him, 
p. 276:1. 

Thursday, September 25, 10:15 
a.m.: Brother Rock's topic was 
"Constitutional Association and the 
Government of God." He gave us the 
following definition from Webster's 
dictionary of the word constitution: i 

"The basic principles and laws of a 
nation, state or several groups that 
detennine the powers and duty of the 
government as guaranteeing certain 
rights to the people in it" 

God gave the Davidian Associa
tion a constitution. It was patterned 
after ancient Israel, which had the 
most thorough organization; God 
was the center of authority. Moses 
was the visible leader (The Leviticus, 
p. 15); God has given a name to His 
Association and governmental 
ciples on which to function; in the 

constitu. tion of the As.socia. tion, pm-~ 
vision was made for a president, 
"called and chosen of God," and Of
ficers to be appointed by him; this 
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Association is the only legitimate p.m.: Brother Wycliffe Brown's top
one working through constitutional ic was "What ShaH I Render Unto 
order; men of God's appointment the Lord?" Many references were 
are chosen to carry on the work; af- read to show our need to improve on 
ter Brother Houteff's death, there every requirement of God. He said 
was an interim period from 1961 af- that as he looked at Bashan Tidings, 
ter the Association was reorganized Vol. 5, No. 1, he realized that many 
until 1969 when it began to function people do not know what true stew
with a president, "called and chosen ardship is. It is not just putting your 
of God"; the object of this Associa- money in an envelope; some don't 
tion is to carry forward the reforma- understand the correct way of figur
tion and revival in· the church (The ing their tithes; stewardship takes in 
Leviticus, p. 5, 8). Long ago Brother more; itmeans obedience to the will 
Houteff left these important words of God; the tithing system is a won
on record: derful privilege given to the people 

"As restorers of every Divine in- of God; some people think that they 
stitution, we are glad to announce to cannot afford to return a second tithe, 
the readers of Present Truth, that be- but God says: "Bring ye aU the tithes 
sides the literature of 'revival' they into the storehouse," and the bless
may now also obtain that of 'refor- ings will come afterwards; he 
mation,' our organizational publica- showed the relationship between be
tion, The Leviticus of The Davidian ing a faithful steward and taking or
Seventh-day Adventists."-lAns. ders. Stewards carry a fearful respon-
38:2. sibility-God wants us to have an 

He added that this Association is understanding of who we are and 
the only one in Davidia that is gov- what is His purpose for us. He read 
erned by the laws of The Leviticus several passages from the former 
and that the Lord is now binding up rain. Among those read was 5T 454, 
the testimony among "truth's disci- 455. He told how ancient Israel 
pies." Several other important refer- failed to stand as the light of the 
ences were read with appropriate I world; today God is separating His 
comments. He closed with these people from the world, to ~ring them 
words: I to a sacred nearness to Himself. He 

It was the highest crime to rebel 
against the government of God. As it 
was a crime in days gone by, even so 
today it is a crime for any to rebel 
against the government of God. 

Thu:rsday, September 25, 4:15 

emphasized again and again how im-· 
portant it is for us to be developing 
character after the divine similitude. 
He dealt with the second tithe from 
Patriarchs and Prophets, pages 525, 
529, 530, and 535. He read where the J ___ , __ , _ _. _______ _ 
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tithing system is not something new; 
Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek. 
Here is an important statement on 
the tithing system: "The system of 
tithes and offerings was intended to 
impress the minds of men with a 
great truth-that God is the source of 
every blessing to His creatures, and 
that to Him man's gratitude is due for 
the good gifts of His providence. 

" 'He giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things.' Acts 17:25. The Lord 
declares, 'Every beast of the forest 
is Mi.ne, and the cattle upon a thou
sand hills' (Ps. 50:10), 'llte silver is 
Mine, and the gold is Mine' (Hag. 
2:8), and 'It is God who gives men 
power to get wealth' (Deut. 8: 18). 
As an acknowledgment that all 
things came from Him, the Lord di
rected that a portion of His bounties 
should be returned to Him in gifts 
and offerings to sustain His worship. 

" 'The tithe is the Lord's.' "-PP 
525:3-5. 

Thul!'Sday, September 25, 7:45 
p.m.: Sister Bingham's topic for this 
evening's study was "Some Coun
sels on Proper Behavior." Her health 
capsule was taken from The Ministry 
of Healing, page 127, and dealt with 
the eight laws of health that are na
ture's true remedies. The prayer cap
sule was from Steps to Christ, page 
97, about having a forgiving spirit 
She noted that forgiveness from God 
comes freely to us as we freely for
give others. In her study she empha
sized that since this Association is to 

finish the work of revival and refor
mation in the Church, the Lord is 
working to unclog the seven tubes of 
Zechariah 4. Many important princi
ples of refommtion were brought to 

our attention, including how Chris
tian men and women should conduct 
themselves in the proper way. She 
read several statements from the 
Spirit of Prophecy concerning how 
husbands, wives, and singles should 
conduct themselves with propriety 
and sobriety; while an are to be cour
teous at all times, we must do so 
without affectation or familiarity. We 
were counseled to educate our minds 
to pure and holy thoughts, to live 
clean lives, to be chaste, to be wise, 
and never to allow the tempter to get 
us in his net of deception. She closed 
with these words from the latter rain: 

" ... No one can be 'such as should 
be saved' if he does not believe what 
the Word says; if he does not take his 
stand on Truth's side. Only they that 
hunger for Truth and righteousness 
will be filled and become His pre
cious jewels, fit to be a part of the 
Lord's Jewel building .... It is a terri
ble thing to disbelieve the Word of 
God, or to be indifferent, indecisive, 
and inactive."-lTG 39:13. 

Friday, September 26, 10:15 
a.m.: "Zerubbabel's Trouble and 
Inspiration At Work" was covered 
quite well in the study Sister Danita 
Wilkins gave. For her Prayer Thought 
she used This Day With God, page 
278. We received many valuable 
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points from this reading, including 
the thought that many who now 
claim to be the Lord's disciples may 
be numbered among those who 
would not repent "God has sent 
messages from His Word to souls 
who are living careless lives"; "the 
instructions given to Israel should be 
understood today by every living 
soul. Man may claim great intelli
gence, but he needs more than hu
man intelligence in order to grasp the 
revelations of the gospel." After 
prayer, she stated that we were going 
to take a look at Zerubbabel's trou
ble-How Inspiration is working 
and what happens when the moun
tain is removed. From The Timely
truth Educator she showed that the 
trouble is for a blessing, and that the 
workers will learn to master difficul
ties. She also mentioned that the 
trouble we are facing is in three 
phases: trouble from Laban, trouble 
among ourselves, and trouble from 
Esau. Trouble from Laban still pur
sues us, trouble ahead win be from 
Esau, and she spent quite a bit of 
time on the present trouble-among 
ourselves. From the Code, she read 
the oft-quoted reference that the man 
who has the greatest faith win fear 
the least She said that since she ac
cepted the message, the following 
statement always impressed her 
greatly: "God is ridding His camp of 
the hangers-on, the taggers-along, 
the half-hearted, the lazy-minded, 
the self-opinionated, the idol-hug-

gers, the world-loving-aU the self
first and Rod-second classes, and is 
mustering in an aU--out, dedicated 
vanguard whom He can :fill with 'the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom' to live His 
life, teach His truth, enact His legis
lation, transact His business, and 
bring in His Kingdom."-TIE, Vols. 
12-14, No. 1, p. 8:6. She read from 1 
TG 29:8, 9, that "God cannot save 
ilie world by a lost church." So while 
God has a sheepfold (Bashan) and 
authorized shepherds, the enemy has 
unauthorized shepherds who ·are 
really pseudo Davidians and easily 
recognized. She dosed with these 
words: 

"0, Brother, Sister, will we make 
it? Win we· meet each other there? 
Yes, indeed, never doubt it-if only 
now at this fatal fork in the road, we 
take the right tum, positively and 
surely posted by the Rod of God; and 
if we resolutely endure 'the last mile' 
to the end of the way, not being 
moved, nor unsettled, nor side
tracked by any vain visions, nor by 
any good words and fair speeches, 
nor yet by any signs and wonders
all to 'deceive the very elect' 'if it 
were possible.' "-TIE, The Last 
Mile Home, p. 38:3. 

Fri.day~ September 26, 7:45 
p.m.: For the prayer capsule, Sister 
Bingham read a statement from 
Review and Herald, December 16, 
1884, that if our prayers are to be an
swered, we must put away envy, 
malice, evil surmising, bitterness that 
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have existed, and that we are to go to stand. She dealt with several aspects 
our brethren and confess whatever it of Inspiration, how it is present with 
is, not in a general way, but as though us, and what should be our relation
we were the chief offenders, even if ship to it For her dosing statements, 
we have committed one wrong and she dealt with the Fellowship Cer
they twenty. She used Counsels to tificate, the impoi1.ance of qualifying 
Parents and Teachers, page 241, and ourselves to receive it, and of being 
Mount of Blessing, page 86, to show faithful to God in our stewardship re
the proper way we should pray-no sponsibility. She read from Counsels 
vain repetitions, as the heathen do, or on Stewardship, pages 95, 99, 136, 
set customary phrases, when the about the necessity of paying up 
heart feels no need of it. For the back tithes. The tithes should never 
health capsule, she read from Coun- be kept back to pay debts, or put to 
sels on Diet and Foods, page 314, our use. If we use God's tithes then 
that. our diet should consist of fruits, we cannot ask God to forgive us for 
grains, nuts, and vegetables prepared not returning the tithes and end the 
in a simple way, free from grease and matter; we are to pay it. If we cannot 
spices, and as naturally as possible. pay it aU at once, we should make a 
This will give us "power of endur- promissory note to the Lord to pay 
ance" and "vigor of intellect"· From the amount every month in afford
the same book, page 315, she read able installments; the Lord is not like 
that religion will lead mothers to the unjust creditor. The attention of 
make bread of the very highest qual- all was called to Leviticus 27:30, 31: 
ity; bread is the staff of life; it should if we would redeem our tithes (pay it 
be and dry; and every cook back), we are to do so by adding one 
should excel in making good bread, fifth or 20% to it as interest. The in
"There is more religion in a good terest never· goes up or down; it re
loaf of bread than many think." Her mains the same. AU back tithe must 
study was on "Zerubbabel's Trouble, therefore be accompanied by the 
Inspiration, and Fellowship Certifi- 20% interest in order to clear the in
cation." debtedness to the Lord. All were im-

She showed how Zerubbabel's pressed that the difficulties we en
trouble affects us i.n many ways, but counter are part of Zerubbabel's 
the trouble that is confronting us at trouble and constitute what is keep
this time is trouble among ourselves. ing the church from being ready to 1

1. 

We expect trouble ahead from Esau, take the message to the world. ¥lhen 
and unless we are fortifying our- the mountain of difficulties is re
selves with the truth, and grace is moved, the purified church will take 
working in us, we will not be able to the message to the world. 
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Sabbath, September 27, 10:00 dred Ezekiels, each Ezekiel would 
a.m.: All attention was drawn to the have forty thousand Adventists to 
four brethren who came forward to contact! But thank God the work is 
present to us a symposium on the to be finished by the publishing min
Name-Ingathering Campaign. Broth- istry, and God is gearing up Bashan 
er Elliott Rock, the coordinator; was to be ready for the all-out offensive. 
the first speaker. He said that the In the meantime, Bashan needs thou
Name-Ingathering Campaign was sands of names and addresses to add 
not a harvest ingathering of funds as to the mailing list so the literature 
the church's program, but though it can continue to flow to the various 
is also a harvest, it is a harvest of churches as "the leaves of autumn." 
names and addresses. He gave exam- He said he was greatly encouraged to 
ples of how their group is divided up see Brother and Sister Ash (Pennsylc 
in teams and . no church is spared vania} who were here at the Seminar 
from their"attack." He told of a hear- because of the Name-Ingathering 
ing-impaired sister who is zealous in Campaign. He read from Tract No. 1 
the campaign, and of how much she and several texts from Ezekiel 1, 2, 
accomplishes. For many years they and 3 to show that Ezekiel represents 
had no car of their own, depended those whose hearts the message has 
mostly on public transportation, and reached. He appealed to all to heed 
were out even late at nights, giving the commission to take part in this 
studies. Recently, he said, one broth- important work, even though some 
er was blessed with a station wagon, may be timid and shy. He read the 
and that helps them greatly. He ap- following: "If you are timid and have 
pealed to all to take part in this im- not yet tried to do so, here is a for
portant work, and in closing he read mula: 1. Be assured that this is 
the following: God's will for us. 2. Pray that you 

"Selfish men are engaged in the will be inspired to do His will. 3. At 
work, and though they see the need the place of meeting, pray that you 
for a sacrifice, yet they somehow al- will be a vessel fit to be molded to 
ways . .manage to make others do the the Master's will; that you will be, 
sacrificing.''-ITG 14:14:2. say, and do just what He desires of 

Brother Lafayette White (Con- you. 4. Have the courage of your 
necticut) was the next speaker. Be- convictions and act on them."
cause of the membership of the de- Bashan Newsletter, March 31, 1996, 
nomination, going by the figure giv- p. 6: I. 
en in the magazine, Conflict in Texas, Sister Patricia Hamilton (Ala-
if there are eight millions Adventists bama), was the third speaker. She I 
worldwide, and there are two hun- told of their outreach in the Name-
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Ingathering Campaign. Three sisters 
and two children go out every other 
Sabbath from early morning, regard
less of weather conditions, lack of 
funds, etc. She asked the question, 
Why do we do it? and answered 
thus: 2TG 41:3 says that Ezekiel9, 
the purification of the church, cannot 
take place before we finish out work; 
Jeremiah 16:16 tells us that our wol:k 
is hunting for the lost sheep; and 
Jezreel Letter, No. 9, page 70, tells 
us that. the hunting stage is the last 
endeavor before Ezekiel 9. Her ap
peals from different angle.s forcibly 
brought home to us the importance 
of engaging in this campaign and in 
being willing to sacrifice aU for Him 
who gave so much for us. She dosed 
with these words: "\Vho will hear the 
Master's pleading call to go to work 
today?" 

Brother Howard Keyes (Con
necticut) was the last speaker. He be
gan by emphasizing that the cam
paign is. about an ingathering of 
names; that without the mimes, the 
publishing work here at Bashan 
would be of no avail; the literature 
must be sent out and it depends on 
those who are willing to go out to 
take part in this most important work 
at this time. He chose Hosea 1 and 2, 
and told us that the children born of 
this iilicit relationship are coming in 
now faster than many think. Today: 
1997, the church has a membership 
of ten million, and they are aiming 
for a membership of twenty million 

by the tum of the century. He said 
that what was needed now was 
"faith, courage and action;' and that 
we should have a "resolute fixedness 
of purpose" in taking our commis
sion to the church. Here is a portion 
of his closing statement: 

"The Lord has given 'to every 
man his work.' It is every man's busi
ness to do his work, and the devil's 
business to hinder him if he can. Be 
sure as God has given you a work to 
do, Satan will try to hinder you. He 
may throw you from it; he may pre
sent other things more promising; he 
may allure you by worldly prospects; 
he may assault you with slander; tor
ment you with false accusations; set 
you at work defending your charac
ter; employ pious ·persons to lie 
about you; editors to assail you; offi
cials to a,.ccuse you ·and excellent 
men to slander you .... Can you not 
see that the whole thing is brought 
about through the craft of the devil, 
to draw you off from your work and 
hinder your obedience to God? 

"Keep at your work. Do not flinch 
because the lion roars; do not stop to 
stone the devil's dogs; do not fool 
away time chasing the devil's rab
bits. Do your work ... 

"Keep about your work. Let your 
aim be as steady as a star ... see to it 
with steadfast determination, with 
unfaltering zeal, that you pursue the 
great purpose of your life and object 
of your being until at last you can 
say, 'I have fmished the work which 
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Thou gavest me to do.' "-12 Code 
4:20,21. 

Sabbath, September 27, 4:15 
p.m.: The study consisted of two 
parts: "Elijah's Message and the 
Marriage Relationship" and "Wheth
er They Will Hear or Whether They 
Will forbear." Many important coun
sels were read concerning the mar
ried and the unmarried. Though we 
can give you only the highlights of 
this study, we would urge you to get 
the cassette tape on it. Sister Bing
ham read of an important event 
which took place at Mt< Carmel Cen
ter. Says the. Code reprinted in Ba
s han Tidings, Vol. 8, No. 1, page 11: 

"Exactly at the close of the sev
enth year of the sealing message, 
and, as with our father Adam, on 
Friday, the sixth day of the week, 
January 1, outworking of Prov
idential. purpose and design, restor
ing type i.n antitype, united in holy 
wedlock Brother V. T. Houteff and 
Sister Florence Hermanson .... The 
ceremony, performed by Elder E. T. 
Wilson, was simple, solemn, and un
forgettable, beautifully befitting the 
occasion." So all Bashan Davidians 
who are following the type will get 
married on Friday, making the cere
mony "simple, solemn, and unfor
gettable." 

Counsels were read from Bashan 
Tidings, VoL 9, No. 1, concerning 
choosing a life's companion, the 
need of seeking counsel from God
fearing parents, proper behavior in 

courtship, and counsels and caution 
to the unmarried and the married. 
Husbands and wives were admon
ished to treat each other with tender
ness, respect, and love. Early atten
tions in courtship should be contin
ued in the marriage. Love, forbear
ance, and forgiveness should charac
terize the marriage relationship. 
Among the references that were read 
to us were: 

" 'Marriage has received Christ's 
sanction and blessings and is to be 
regarded as. a sacred institution.'"
ld., p. 14. 

"Every marriage engagement 
should be carefully considered, for 
marriage is a step taken for life. 
Both the man and the woman should 
carefully consider whether they can 
cleave to each other through the vi
cissitudes of life as long as they both 
shall live."-TI1e Adventist Home, 
p. 340:2. 

"Is it really love? The good name 
of honor is sacrificed under the spell 
of this infatuation, and the marriage 
of such persons cannot be solem
nized under the approval of God. 
They are married because passion 
moved them, and when the novelty 
of the affair is over, they will begin to 
realize what they have done. In six 
months after the vows are spoken, 
their sentiments toward each other 
have undergone a change. Each has 
learned in married life more of the 
character of the companion chosen. 
Each discover imperfections that, 
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during the blindness and folly of I end of love, will be only its begin
their former association, were not ning.-PP 176:3.'-lMCP 213: 1, 
apparent. The promises at the altar i 2."-Bashan Tidings, Vol. 9, No. 1, 
do not bind them together. In conse
quence ·of hasty marriages, even 
among the professed people of God, 
there are separations, divorces, and 
great confusion in the church."-Let
ters to Young Lovers, p. 34: 1.-Ba
shan Tidings, Vol. 9, No. 1, pp. 6, 7. 

In the matter of love and sexuali
ty in marriage, she asked an to pray
erfully ponder these words: 

" 'In all the deportment of one 
who possesses true love, the grace of 
God will be shown. Modesty, sim
plicity, sincerity, morality, and· reli
gion will characterize every step t~
ward an alliance in marriage."
R&H, Sept 25, 1888 (MYP 459). 

" 'Tme love is a high and holy 
principle, altogether different in 
character from that love which is 
awakened by impulse and which 
suddenly dies when severely tested. 
It is by faithfulness to duty in the 
parental home that the youth are to 
prepare themselves for homes of 
their own. Let them here practice 
self-denial and manifest kindness, 
courtesy, and Christian sympathy. 
Thus love will be kept wann in the 
heart, and he who goes out from such 
a household to stand at the head of a 
family ofhis own wiil know how to 
promote the happiness of her whom 
he has chosen as a companion for 
life. Marriage, instead of being the 

pp. 10, 11. 
In conclusion she read three or 

four different versions of l Cori11tlrl- ! 
ans 13 and encouraged all to read 
frequently the King James' version 
of this chapter. 

Sister Bingham dosed by saying 
she couldn't allow the Seminar to 
conclude without presenting to us a
gain the challenge to heed the can of 
om: divine commission. She showed 
from the prophecy of Ezekiel 1· that 
God's chariot is on earth and present 
here at Bashan Hill. From this chari
ot God commands Ezekiel to· hear 
his words and go speak to the house 
of Israel, even though they are "re
bellious," "impudent," and "stiff
hearted" (Ezek. 2). So once again aU 
were reminded of the sacredness of 
the work of God here on His holy 
Hill and, as He speaks to us through 
the publications, of our God-given 
duty and responsibility to go to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, 
"whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear,''_;cto make con
tacts and to engage in the Name-In
gathering Campaign. She closed 
with a· few appropriate and inspiring 
comments. Thus Seminar '97 came 
to an end. To us, it was a most unfor
gettable experience. Truly God was 
in this place and we knew it. 0 
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TO SHINTO LANO-NO MAN'S LAND
BEULAH LAND? 

[Taken l':rom 11re 1Jmely-1'ruth Educator, Volume Number 2, 
October- December 1974, pages 17-21t] 

SOME parents never want their 
children to grow up and mature. 

They long to keep them or remem
ber them as babes or little ones. 
Other parents want to superimpose 
their own or another individuality 
and identity upon them. But nmmal 
parents want to accept and relate to 
and remember their children devel
opmentally just as they are from 
growth to growth. Davidians faH 
into one or another of these three 
classes. 

1. The Unpmgressive Conser
vatives: These are the nostalgic 
class-those who sentimentally 
look back upon the ROD in its infan
cy and nonage, and are determined 
to keep it in that immature (either in
fant or adolescent) image. They 
want to see no developing, no un
folding, no expanding-no matur
ing-of it beyond what was under
stood no later than February 5, 1955. 
So they refuse even to accept, let 
alone study, any portions of It which 
were published by Sister Houteff af
ter Brother Houteff's death, and 
which lead on from his "tomb" 
where they are ShintoisticaUy com
mitted to remain, come what may. 

2. The Liberals: These make up 
the various branch factions and other 
neo-prophet groups [Today, 1997, 
the Jordan bogus Gilead, et al.-Ed
itor] who want to superimpose upon 
the ROD another individuality and 
identity-another message and mes
senger. They cannot and will not 
abide the ROD (accept and relate to 
and deal with It) just as It is-a vital, 
living, growing organism of ever
unfolding, ever-developing, ever-ex
panding present truth, ever progres
sively revealing and illuminating the 
onward way to the Kingdom. 

3. The Pn>gressives: These 
comprise the normally progressive 
Association which by the grace of 
God seeks neither on the one hand to 
arrest, stunt, and freeze the message 
in the mold of the immature devel
opment. and stature it had reached on 
February 5, 1955 nor on the other 
hand to fractionate it or new-model 
it or proliferate it or down-grade it or 
out-phase it, or in any other wise .to 
condition or alter it, but rather to ac
cept and to relate to and deal with it 
just as Inspiration unfolds, develops, 
and expands it from within itself. 

This is Scriptural progressivism, 
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the Inspired progressivism of the zles himself and his followers with 
Leah Fellowship, now "the little the scintillating, alluring sparks of 
company standing in the light" (5T his own kindling, leads on sinuously 
209:3), keeping pace with it as it and irreversibly to ultimate woe's 
shines upon "the path of the just.,, waH of wailing and gnashing of 
more and more unto the perfect day" teeth, [Recall the sad end of Ben and 
(Prov, 4:18). It is the path of God's Lois Roden, he and she branch, and 
Vanguard, His Bashan-Leah Asso- the tragic end of the remnant of their 
ciation, feeding upon the ROD's heretical group-Koresh and his fol
"good spiritual pasture"-the un- lowers, What a time of woe and wail
folding, developing, expanding truth ing and gnashing of teeth it was, cui
of the ROD as it is bound up by ruinating in the tragedy at Waco,
Inspiration from the Chariot on "the Editor] 
hill of God" (Ps. 68:15, 16). Inspiration affirms and reaffirms 

That which issues forth from the (lTG 51:7:1, 3; 13:1, 2, 4) No, 3 to 
Rachel-Bilhah font at Salem ("on be the path of those who walk in the 
again, off again" among No. 1 group ever-advancing light of present truth 
above) is an amazing contradictory -the only road to the Kingdom. 
mix of stagnated Davidian conser- Thus again in incisively clear lin
vatism on the one hand, and of wild, eaments are the choices placed be
humbug venturism on the other fore you. Which will it be -to stag
hand; and that which flows from nate in Shinto-land with the Salem
both the new-Carmel and Kermit- Rachel-Bilhah brethren and other 
Andrews, Texas fonts (the bogus 
branch and the hybrid branch respec
tively [and today the Jordan bogus 
Gilead group.-Editior]-the two 
chiefest among No. 2 group above) 
is runaway private interpretation 
(humbugging soothsaying) of ex
egetical liberalism. 

The path of the Davidian unpro
gressive conservative (No. 1) leads to 
the "tomb" of the dead prophet and, 
like that of the Shintoist, ends there 
-a long, long way from Canaan's 
Land. 

Davidian non-progressive conserva
tives, as of yesterday, then plunge on 
into venturism with them, as of to
day, and on into what you know not, 
as of tomorrow? Or to race on to no
man's land "this way" with the bo
gus branch, "that way" with the neo
branch, or still other ways with other 
variegated Davidian liberals? Or, 
keeping pace with the light of Timely 
Truth, progress in an orderly, endur
ing climb up Christian's Hill of Dif
ficulty to Beulah Land, with the 
Bashan-Leah Association? 

The path of the Davidian liberal I Do, for Men.:y's sake, Brother, 
(No. 2), who for a fleeting hour daz- Sister, carefully count the cost right 
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now, and count it right-mayhap 
your last chance to count it at all: for 
your time and chance to hear the 
clarion voice of the trumpet of truth, 
and to cease deafening your ear to it 
with the shrill piping of your own or 
someone else's humbugging hum, is 
all but, if not altogether, spent. 

Among the variegated t.mprogres
sive Davidian Conservatives who 
cannot go along with the Salem
West-Adair-split off humbuggers 
and who will not obey God to feed 
"in Bashan," because of their antipa
thy of one hue or another toward the 
porter, the ostensibly proper dodge 
has come to be, "We are staying with 
Brother Houteff's writings." But, 
ironically, the trouble is, they do not 
know Brother Houteff's writings. If 
they did, they would heed his warn
ing not to become Spiritually 
Shintoistic lip-servers at the tomb of 
the dead prophet. 

They would put away their eye
blinding idols (disgraceful mini
skirts, sheer hose, vanity watches 
(wristwatches), ornaments, the 
whole gamut of worldly styles, un
healthful foods and drinks, and 
worldly ways and values in general), 
cease listening to their humbugging 
soothsayers, and joyously keep 
peace with the progressive light of 
Truth streaming forth from the Hill 
ofBashan. 

Concerning their boast of staying 
with Brother Houteff's writings, one 
would think that these various tomb-

of-the-prophet worshippers would 
come wide awake to the disquieting 
questions: Since aU of them believe 
they are staying with the writings of 
Brother Houteff, and yet are disunit
ed because they disagree about them, 
then how can any one group of them 
[the Salem-Adair group, theHibbert
Mountaindale group, the variegated 
ones at Waco, aU claiming to have 
Carmel, et at-Editor] take them
selves any more seriously than any 
other group? None of them lay claim 
to having the gift of Inspiration 
which, in their dissidence and divi
sion, they conclusively prove they do 
not have and, 0, so desperately need! 

But all in common oppose Ba
shan! 

This is not like a difficult "new
math" question. Anyone who can 
reason will immediately see the an
swer right on the surface. 

In support of their hybrid, neo
branch teaching that (l) Bashan is 
the SDA denomination, (2) Carmel 
is Mt Carmel Center, and (3) Gilead 
is their Andrews; Texas font of inspi
ration, the Creation Calendar 
Research authors make a superficial
ly, momentarily dazzling display of 
geographical typology which quick
ly flickers out into dungeon dark
ness. If their Andrews [and the 
Jordan Sprucedale, Canada-Editor] 
font of hybrid neo-branchism were 
Gilead, the third and last of the pas
tures of Micah 7:14 (lSR 243:2), 
then necessarily it would have to be 
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the Kingdom, the purified Seventh- I ic) kingdom were now in existence, 
day Adventist Church, whence the and we were sealed and saved, we 
balm of Gilead (the total truth) goes would have to be an integral compo
forth to Babylon, not to Davidia and nent of the Creation Research 
Laodicea! And they (the Creation Association if it were Gilead, the pu
Ca!endar Research [and the Jordan rifled Church, as it purports to be. 
Gilead-Editor] authors), not the But since we are decidedly not and 
Bashan Association, should be bind- never will be among its votaries, then 
ing up the preceding and following if they were right about being 
truth concerning Bashan:. Gilead, the purified church, we must 

"Is there no balm in Gilead; is not, therefore, be actually writing 
there no physician there? why then is these reasoned lines, but must now 
not the health of the daughter of my be non-existent-perished in Ezekiel 
people recovered?" Jer. 8:22. 9, and these lines must therefore be-

"Go up into Gilead, and take lie their material appearance, and 
balm, 0, virgin, the daughter of must be, on the contrary, but imma
Egypt [the 144,000 who are to be terial emanations from the moulder
sealed in and rescued from antitypi- ing mind of a dead Davidian who 
cal Egypt where they now Ian- went down heeding "the Lord's 
guish-5T 217:1]: in vain shaltthou voice" crying unto the city "to hear," 
use many medicines soothsay- "feed" upon, and "pass under" His 
ing-humbugging doctrinal nostrums ROD! Lost-for living and teaching 
she has been trying aU the while in the tmth of the ROD! while the 
Egypt]; for thou shalt not be cured." Creation Research supporters were 
Jer.46: 1 L saved for teaching the fictions of 

"Babylon is suddenly fallen and their neo-branch! 
destroyed: howl for her; take balm We wonder who can bow down 
for her pain, if so she may be before and reverence, honor, love 
healed." Jer. 51:8. and fear such a monstrous god? If, 

Significantly, however, not the indeed, the Andrews neo-branch be
Creation Calendar Research Asso- lievers, unhappily, let it be known 
dation [nor the Jordan Gilead the world over that 100%-ROD-only 

group-Editor], but has Bashan Davidians, happily, do not! 
bound up this and all other critically Jeremiah's prophetic sequence 
important "very present truth." makes plain the following facts: (1) 

And where, we beg to know, is At the time of the harvest (Jer. 8:20) 
the purified SDA Church? Is she out the Great Physician with His blessed 
of Egypt Sealed and saved? If balm of total truth is in Gilead-the 
the infant (not the present embryon- I then great Spiritual Spa and Health 
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f-C-en-t-er-of-th_e_w-or-ld_._(_2_)_Th_e_h_e_a_lth Bashan to Gilead, the Kingdom, with 

(both spiritual and physical) of "the the balm .of total truth, then, at the 
daughter of [His] people" is then to sudden fall of Babylon, she is to 
be recovered as a result of the physi- "howl for her" and to "take balm [the 
cian's ministration with His healing healing balm of the ROD she has car
balm of truth. (3) "The daughter of ried up to Gilead from Carmel via 
[His] people," the "Virgin (the Bashan] for her pain" and for her 
144,000) daughter of Egypt" (5T healing (Jer. 51:8)-for the healing 
217:2), is to "go up into Gilead and of the great multitude (Rev. 7:9) who 
take balm~" From where did she get then come out of Babylon, into the 
it, and to where does she take it? Yes, Kingdom. 
from where did she get it? Could it Glorious, thrilling, healing truth! 
be from Carmel, where it was pro- How can any Davidian fail to see it 
duced, and thence from Bashan and to thrill to it? Constantly one 
where it was bound up? as all classes wonders-no less than one does over 
of Davidians should know and as an our SDA brethren's failing to see and 
sooner ·or later will know-not too to thrill over the glorious truth of the 
late, pray God. (4) She had in vain Kingdom. The enigma makes one 
been using "many medicines"-that poignantly realize that but for the 

many uninspired (dung-baked), grace of God, there in the same 
private interpretations or humbug- blind-man's land, would languish 

. ging soothsayings, which had not himself too. 
cured but had only worsened her Whither bound, Brother, Sister
''hurt" and her "health" (Jer. 8:21, to "forever and ever" in Shinto Land, 
22)-her "bruise .. .incurable," her No Man's Land, or Beulah Land? 
"wound ... g!jevous" (Jer. 30:12, 13) The decision is now yours to 
which, Inspiration declares, "is the take-for weal or woe, now and for
kingdom lost."-13 Code 1 & 2: evermore. 
13:L (5) After she goes up from -M. J. Bingham. 

~ 

"Finally, had it not been for the fact that some wide-awake ones 
throughout the ages have dared take up their cross and follow God 
through His prophets in order to be led from one height of Truth to an
other, the world would not have stood this long. 

"There is no doubt, the Church from creation till today has been led 
and preserved by the prophets, and she can continue in on other way 
from here on."-2TG 26:23, 1953 Edition. 



30 BAS HAN TIDINGS 

&.~!lmJ w:n<it lR~®I:rlDl.~flfiCIDID 

[As published in The Review and Herald, March 23, 1905] 

Since the fall of man and the pro
mulgation of the gospel, God has 

reserved holy unto Himself not only 
the seventh day, but the tithe of all 
man's income. Man has no more 
right to use the tithe or the seventh 
day, except as directed by God, than 
had Adam to use the forbidden tree 
in Eden. All can see that in both the 
Sabbath and the tithe, man is brought 
to the same test on which Adam 
failed. Hence it has been on the same 
line of deception and transgression 
that Satan has led the world away 
from God into apostasy in all ages. 

The fall . of Lucifer himself came 
because he coveted the position and 
power bestowed upon Jesus Christ. 
He dared to question the right of the 
eternal God to bestow upon whom
soever He would His own free gifts 
(Isaiah 14:12-14). All can see that 
with the power to bestow there is 
power and right to withhold. It was 
this right of the Lord to do with His 
own what He chose, that Lucifer dis
puted in heaven. Therefore it is but 
natural that all departures from God 
should involve the same principles. 
Thus the gospel may be said to be the 
power of God to proclaim the sover
eign right of God's ownership. 

In all the reformations brought to 
view in the Bible, the proper obser-

vance of the Sabbath, and the ac
knowledgment of the tithe as being 
holy unto God are the leading ques
tions under consideration. This was 
so in the work of God by Moses (See 
Exodus 9:29; Leviticus 27:30; Exo
dus 16:28-30; 20:8-11). Nehemiah's 
reformation was upon these. two 
great questions (See Nehemiah 8:8; 
9:13, 14). 

It will be noticed that when Ne
hemiah read the law distinctly and 
gave the sense, the people "con
fessed their sins" (Nehemiah 9:2) 
and began the proper observance of 
the Sabbath and the paying of tithes 
(See Nehemiah 13:10-21). 

Hezekiah was led to take a similar 
course. The record says: "And as 
soon as the commandment came a
broad, the children of Israel brought 
in abundance the firstfruits of corn, 
wine, and oil, and honey, and of all 
the increase of the field, and the tithe 
of an things brought they in abun
dantly .... Then Hezekiah questioned 
with the priests and the Levities con
cerning the heaps. And Azariah the 
chief priest of the house of Zadok an
swered him, and said, Since the peo
ple began to bring the offerings into 
the house of the Lord, we have had 
enough to eat, and have left plenty: 
for the Lord hath blessed His people; 
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and that which is left is this great 
store. Then Hezekiah commanded to 
prepare chambers in the house of the 
Lord; and they prepared them, and 
brought in .the offerings and the 
tithes and ~he dedicated things faith
fully." 2 Chron. 31:5, 9-12. 

In apostolic times the same truths 
were received by those that accepted 
the gospel (See Acts 4:32, 33; He
brews 7:8). In the last days the Sab
bath and the tithe stand out in the 
work of reformation, under the dos
ing work of the gospel (See Revela
tion 12: 17; Isaiah 56:1; 58: 1-13; 
Malachi 3:1-18). In the past, as now, 
the tithing system tested men's souls. 
In Gospel Workers, p. 269 [1892 
Edition], I read: "This tithing system, 
I saw, would develop character, and 
manifest the true state of the heart." 

What is the Tithe? 

The tithe is one tenth of all man's 
income. What is the meaning of the 
word "income"? Webster defines it 
as follows: "That gain which pro
ceeds from labor, business, or prop
erty of any kind; the produce of a 
farm; the rent of houses; the pro
ceeds of professional business; the 
profits of commerce or of occupa
tion; the interest of money or stock in 
funds, etc.; revenue; receipts; espe
cially the annual receipts of a private 
person or a corporation from proper
ty; as, a large income, a limited in
come." ... 

The definition of income is very 
clear. Man's income is what comes in 
as gain from all sources-rents, la
bor, business, or property, interest, 
proceeds of stock, salary, etc. One 
tenth of all that income God claims 
as His own, with which He proposes 
to sustain His· ministers who give 
their lives to His cause, and renounce 
the world. 

Some think it a difficult matter to 
determine just what is the tenth of 
their income. Suppose you should 
rent your farm for one half of all its 
produce, the renter to have the other 
half for his labor in working the 
farm; would you consider it a hard 
task to determine what your share of 
the proceeds of that farm were? The 
renter who would not think carefully 
enough to divide the proceeds of 
your farm with you, according to the 
contract, in every item of product 
from that farm, you would soon 
judge unworthy to act as a steward of 
your goods, and he would be asked 
to vacate. It is true that we cannot en
ter into a single transaction or enter
prise that brings into our hands gain, 
but that God is to be considered in 
the dividends. This is one of the 
blessed fruits of tithing. 

But many think they are paying 
tithes when they come far short of 
doing so. They freely consume from 
the farm, milk, butter, eggs, vegeta
bles, fruit, and the bread they eat, and 
simply pay a tithe on what they selL 
This is not tithing. Jacob said, "Of aU 
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that thou shalt give me I will surely the garden is worth twenty dollars in 
give the tenth unto thee." Our living the support of the family, we can eas
is to come out of the nine tenths after ily find what the tithe would be. I 
the tithe has been taken out for God. have known the sisters to test the 
Not only does God ask for a tithe of amount of butter and milk used in the 
the grain, cattle, horses, sheep, fruit, family, by weight, for a few weeks, 
vegetables, but of honey, oil, etc., a and then pay a tithe on the same 
tithe of an (See Matthew 23:23; amount for each week during the 
Leviticus 27:30-33; 2 Chronicles year. It is such as "thought" upon the 
31:5, 6). But some win say it is hard name of God and acknowledged 
to know the cash value of the garden, Him in all their ways, that win be 
the fruit we consume, milk, butter, gathered with the jewels to adorn the 
etc., that we daily eat from the farm. everlasting kingdom of God· (Mala
I have known brethren to estimate chi 3:16, 17). 
the value of their garden from ten to -R. A. Underwood 
sixty dollars, according to its size. If 

~~~ 

That "Dying Thief" 

A man was once asked, "Are you a believer in the Christian religion?" 
"Oh, certainly!" "You are a member of some church, then, I suppose?" 
"Member of a church? No, indeed. Why should I be a member ofa 
church? It is quite unnecessary; the dying thief wasn't a member of a 
church, and he is going to heaven." "But of course you have been bap
tized; you know the command-" "Been baptized? Oh, no; that is an
other needless ceremony! I am as safe as the dying thief was, and he nev
er was baptized." "But surely, since you will not join a church or be bap
tized, you will do something in acknowledgment of your faith. You will 
give of your means-you will help the cause in some way?" "No, sir; I 
do nothing of the kind. The dying thief-" "Let me remark, my friend, 
before you go any further, that you seem to be on pretty intimate terms 
with the dying thief. You seem to derive a great deal of consolation from 
his career. But, mind you, there is one important difference betvveen 
you and him. He was a dying thief-and you are a living one." -
Published in The Signs of the Times, Vol. 20, No. l. 
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THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

ONLY A BOY 

M ore than half a century ago a boy, Robert. Some seed that we sow 
faithful minister coming early bears fruit late, but that fruit is gen

to the kirk, met one of his deacons, erally the most precious of all." 
whose face wore a very resolute but The old minister went to the pul-
distressed expression. pit that day with a grieved and heavy 

"I came early to meet you," he heart. He dosed his discourse with 
said. "I have something on my con- dim and tearful eyes. He wished that 
science to say to you. Pastor, there his work was done forever, and that 
must be something radically wrong he was at rest among the graves tm
in your preaching and work; there der the blooming trees in the old 
has been only one person added to kirkyard. 
the church in a whole year, and he is He lingered in the dear old kirk 
only a boy." after the rest were gone. He wished 

The old minister listened. Hi.s to be alone. The place was sacred 1 
eyes moistened, and his thin hand and inexpressibly dear to him. It had · 
trembled on his broad-headed cane. been his spiritual home from his 

"I feel it all," he said; "I feel it, but youth. Before this altar he had 
God knows that I have tried to do my prayed over the dead forms of a by
duty, and I can trust Him for the re- gone generation, and had welcomed 
suits." the children of a new generation; and 

"Yes, yes," said the deacon, "but here, yes, here, he had been told at 
their fruits ye shall know them,' last that his work was no longer 

and one new member, and he, too, owned and blessed! 
only a boy, seems to me rather a 
slight evidence of true faith and zeal. 
I don't want to be hard, but I have 
this matter on my conscience, and I 
have done but my duty in speaking 
plainly." 

"True," said the old man; "but 
'charity suffereth long and is kind; 
beareth an things, hopeth all things.' 
Ay, there you have it; 'hopeth aU 
things.' I have great hopes of that one 

No one remained-no one?
"Only a boy." 

The boy was Robert Moffat. He 
watched the trembling old man. His 
soul was filled with loving sympa
thy. He went to him, and laid his 
hand on his black gown. 

"Well, Robert?" said the minister. 
"Do you think if I were willing to 

work hard for an education, I could 
ever become a preacher?" 



34 BAS HAN TIDINGS 

"A preacher?" 
"Perhaps a missionary." 
There was a long pause. Tears 

filled the eyes of the old minister. At 
length he said: "This heals the ache 
in my heart, Robert. I see the divine 
hand now. May God bless you, my 
boy. Yes, I think you will become a 
preacher." 

Some few years ago there re
turned to London from Africa an 
aged missionary. His name was spo
ken with reverence. When he went 
into an assembly, the people rose; 
when he spoke in public, there was a 
deep silence. Princes stood uncov
ered before him; nobles invited him 
to their homes. 

He had added a province to the 
church of Christ on earth; had 

brought under the gospel influence 
the most savage of African chiefs; 
had given the translated Bible to 
strange tribes; had enriched with 
valuable knowledge the Royal 
Geographical Society; and had hon
ored the humble place of his birth, 
the Scottish kirk, the United 
Kingdom, and the universal mission
ary cause. 

It is hard to trust when no evi
dence of fruit appears. But the har
vests of right intentions are sure. The 
old minister sleeps beneath the trees 
in the humble place of his labors, but 
men remember his work because of 
what he was to that one boy, and 
what that one boy was to the world. 

"Only a boy!" 
-YI 120. 

"Do thou thy work: it shall succeed 
In thine or in another's day; 

And if denied the victor's meed, 
Thou shalt not miss the toiler's pay." 

-Youth's Companion 
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"Time to Reflect;' Time to 
Press Onward and Upward 

It's been a month since the Sem
inar and after having some time to 
reflect upon the solemn proceedings 
I must say that it was truly a joy, a 
privilege, and a monumental bless
ing for me just to be at Bashan and 
also to feed on the precious counsels 
and admonitions meted out by the 
Spirit 

Indeed every study subject was 
covered and surely the Lord has 
made ample provision on behalf of 
His people. "Praise the Lord that He 
is the Lord." All the follow-up group 
discussions were especially invigo
rating. I wondered how each group 
was put together-what criteria was 
used. Anyway, it really doesn't mat
ter; what does matter is that the 
blessings flowed. 

Of the many subjects covered the 
one that really touched every fiber in 
by being had to do with stewardship 
in relation to the Fellowship Certifi
cate. 

I am very guilty of robbing the 
Lord in tithes, offerings, time, and 
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talent. I have no excuse, so I make no 
attempt to make. any. I have been 
vacillating, halting, starting and stop
ping, and just wasting God's pre
cious time-the time He has allotted 
me. As a result, the woes continue. 

I try to fix things on my own but 
it is to no avail. I realize that I have to 
trust the Lord implicitly and allow 
Him to do for me what I cannot do 
for myself. The Lord has been pa~ 
tient with me but I know that I'm on 
my last leg. The "savage shaking" is 
claiming victims; it is very close to 
me; I can almost feel it's fury. No 
more do I see things afar off; they are 
here and now. 

Overcoming is the key and 
God's grace I'm pressing on the up
ward way. Please pray for me to this 
end. (Eastern US) 

Sem.inar
"Indescribable" 

Please forgive my tardiness in re
sponding to the tender loving care I 
received during the Seminar. 

For me it was indescribable. I 
know everyone here enjoyed it to the 



36 BAS HAN TIDINGS 

fullest. I'm looking forward to the 
time when I can donate a month of 
my time twice a year to come to 
work at Bashan, so please pray that 
the Lord win enable me to fulfill that 
dream. (Florida) 

"Greatly Blessed" 

Greetings in the name of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ 

I am back in the harness of the 
Assyrian yoke. 

I am ready light now to return to 
Ba<>han for another spiritual convo
cation. I was greatly blessed to be on 
God's holy hill and in the presence of 
fellow believers who are sincerely 
pressing toward the mark of the prize 
of so high a calling. 

I miss all the brethren, the inspir
ing messages given, the demeanor of 
the brethren-aU like one family, 
and the healthy nourishment three 
times daily. It was beautiful. 

Won't it be marvelous in the 
Kingdom to be with those pioneers 
who died in the faith-everyone a 
Christian in every sense of the word! 
(California) 

"The Seminar-So Good for Us" 

I know all of us in Canada gained 
a great. blessing. It was really nice to 
see what Bashan is like, and the 
progress there truly is from God. The 
chapel is beautiful and brought tears 
to our eyes and lumps in our throats 

to be able to go into a place where 
we belong and not receive condemn
ing looks and be told we're not wel
come and not to speak to anyone. We 
thank God everyday for trials and 
tests and all His blessings over us. 
Without Him we would have per
ished long ago. 

It was also nice to help out at the 
office getting the mailing done. We 
were especially happy to finally meet 
all our Bashan brothers and sisters. 

The Seminar was so good for us 
-it has renewed the reality of the 
shortness of time and how much we 
need to put away our "darling" idols. 
We pray each day for a true repen
tance in our hearts. When this refor
mation takes place in each of us God 
will have His number. It is exciting. 
We look forward to the day when 
Chlist will set up His Kingdom and 
we may have a part in evangelizing 
the world. (Canada) 

This Seminar "Was Unique" 

I was so glad that the way was 
made possible for me to attend the 
Seminar. Indeed we aU can say it was 
a great blessing. I had attended two 
Seminars before and they were great, 1 

but they were nothing compared to 
this one. This was unique. 

To me it seemed that everyone 
came with a desire to receive some
thing from the hand of the Lord, and 
surely the blessing from above was 
richly handed down. 



VOLUME 13, NUMBER 4 37 

I .came home with a determination · not study and organize our thoughts 
to master my problems as they arise and Scriptural and Spirit of Prophecy 
knowing that Jesus alone can solve references regarding a subject. At the 
them for me. Seminar I found new impetus andre-

AH the presentations were a solve to be more diligent. in doing 
blessing to my soul. I must let noth- that (Midwest 
ing hinder me from doing the will of 
the Lord, whether it be things pleas
ant or unpleasant I must run the race 
with the hope of winning the prize by 
God's grace. {Connecticut) 

One Discordant Note 

This was in our mail today and I 
resent it. You are one of those egg
heads who likes to bring up terrible 
things like Waco and not let it die. 

Remove your trash from my mail 
box and remove our names from 
your mailing list. (South Carolina) 

Seminar Gave New Impetus 

I thank the Lord always for His 
goodness and longsuffering towards 
me. I thank Him for nine wonderful, 
Spirit-filled days spent at Bashan at
tending Seminar '97. 

It provided an excellent opportu
nity to review those wonderful truths 
with which I need to be very con
versant but which time and separa
tion from like fellow-believers had 
dimmed in my mind. I wish I could 
personally thank all the participai1ts 
for the time and effort they put into 
preparation of the studies. 

It is quite often easy to read, but 

The Lord Works Miracles and 
Controls All Things 

The Lord continues to work mira
des. Brothers ·--' __ , and my
self went to __ last Sabbath. 
After church they went to the pot
luck/fellowship meal while I contin
ued to fellowship with the pastor's 
wife. Then a brother whom I did not 
know came up and asked me to his 
house for lunch. Knowing the Lord 
is in control of all things, of course I 
said "yes," and left the two brothers 
at the church. It turned out that he 
and his wife are from Romania, and 
she had just arrived about eight 
months ago and is not too fluent in 
English. 

We had lunch and, upon request, 
he willingly lent me his directory. 
We studied Revelation 12 and the 
purification during the drive back 
and in the parking and once 
Numbers 16:24-34 was read he 
could not deny the truth. I gave him 
Keys, Latter Rain, Golden 
Clasp, Sanctuary, Time, a11d Light At 
Eventide. Do you have tracts in the 
Romanian language for his wife? 
Her family are SDAs back in Ro
mania and this could open up the 
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message there. Please pray for them. 
(Canada) 

Seminar 1997-
"'Stm Playing in My Head•' 

By now [Oct. 22] I thought that 
the effects of the Seminar would 
have worn off, but I can still hear the 
words of encouragement and instruc
tions in righteousness playing in my 
head like a recorder. Can you imag
ine God caring so much for us as to 
show us just which road we need to 
take to make it into the Kingdom? 
Do you think Satan would sit still 
and let us hear and do a "thus saith 
the Lord" without fighting us tooth 
and nail? I tell you we have to be de
termined to get the victory, and we 
can. 

As soon as the enemy starts to 
work on our mind we must use the 
shield-the Word. Remember, the 
enemy is the accuser of ta~e brethren, 
and that is what he does to an of us 
most of the time-work on our 
minds. Why is it that when the Word 
comes forth and it rubs against the 
carnal nature we turn our anger on 
the servant of the Lord, and forget 
who is in control? Have you ever ex
perienced this thing [selfishness] 
trying to take possession of your 
thoughts when the Lord speaks 
through His servant contrary to what 
the lust of your flesh wishes to do? If 
you have not, just keep getting clos
er to the Lord; it will. Be encour-

aged, for this is a war and we must 
prepare ourselves to fight 

The Seminar was wonderfuL I 
shall never forget what God did for 
His people this year. His presence 
was manifested in such a way that all 
received a special blessing by being 
a part of Seminar 1997. 

I thank God for the family of 
God. May all of us determine to let 
the Word do its cleansing work. 
(Midwest U.S.) 

Wonderful Time in the Presence 
of God and His Angels 

Just a note to say hello and that 
we both had a wonderful time at the 
Seminar. It seemed as though we 
were in the presence of God and holy 
angels all the time. I want to praise 
God for this beautiful message of the 
hour-overcoming. 

I also want to thank you and your 
husband for gathering the little ones, 
as it were. A second chance was giv
en us when you and Brother Bing
ham came to __ . I have been 
wanting to thank you for the effort 
you put into our lives to save us. I 
wanted to talk to Brother Bingham 
also, but he was gone before I had a 
good chance. I miss him dearly. 
(Canada) 

Praises and Thanks to God 

We praise and thank the Lord for 
the wonderful and blessed privilege 
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He afforded us in being on His holy 
for the opportunity of meeting 

everyone, and the spiritual food 
(meat in due season) received. This 
has truly been an honor and a bless
ing to us. Thank God for Jesus, and 
thank God for Bashan. 

Truly God is a prayer- hearing 
and -answering God, for I had pre
pared my mind for a blessing since it 
was mentioned in the Newsletter that 
there would be a Seminar. Indeed, I 
received the blessing I went seeking 
for. This Seminar has brought about 
many changes in my life and I give 
the Lord all the praise and glory for 
He is good. It has strengthened my 
respect and interest for the Message 
and, on the other hand, allowed me 
to meet people of different charac
ters. It was a learning experience for 
me and I enjoyed it all. 

I enjoyed reading the July-Sep
tember 1997 Tidings. Once again I 
must say how inspiring and uplifting 
it was to me, as were those in the 
past~so much is brought out for our 
understanding. (Eastern U.S.) 

':Bashan, as the 'Storehouse' 
for Ou:r Tithes" 

It is truly a blessing to receive this 
wonderful light The Newsletter on 
the Seminar was very touching. It 
truly had me moved to tears to read 
about the love and unity in Christ our 
Lord. It is unfortunate that we do not 

get to experience it more often. It 
was truly something __ and I 
would have liked to have attended. I 
would also like to thank the entire 
staff there for the work in getting to 
us the abundant literature we have re
ceived. It is a wonderful blessing and 
a great responsibility that lays upon 
us. 

I must say that we have been con
victed on several occasions that we 
should support the Lord's "Store
house," for we see firsthand what not 
having the full truth has done to the 
church and what they do with our 
tithe. We also see that the "Store
house" funds are being used in the 
way the Lord intended and that 
Bashan is being led by the Lord. I am 
a true witness to the true of 
Bashan. We would think of no other 
option than to use Bashan as the 
"Storehouse" for our tithes and as the 
source to receive truth. (Illinois) 

The Seminar
Power-\Vorking Perl'o:rmance 

The Seminar was wonderful. It 
really helped me to see the power
working performance of God. Such a 
small amount of workers, yet mighty 
things are accomplished. 

When I saw that mailroom I won
dered how the work was done every 
month; it must be God ordering the 
work in a way we would not think. 
(Indiana) 0 
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HEALTH WAVE 

How Avoid Pesticides 
David Schardt, Nutrition Action Health Letter, June 1997 

"I am in a quandary," writes Nu- ' lems like Alzheimer's and Parkin
trition Action subscriber Robert K son's diseases, and developmental 
Hudnut of Cottage Grove, Minneso- problems. It can also weaken the im
ta. mune system, which leaves us more 

"On the one hand we are told to vulnerable to disease. 
eat a wide variety of vegetables. On Those exposed through their 
the other hand we are told that many work-farmworkers, pesticide appli
are so loaded with pesticides that cators, people who workin manufac-
they should be avoided. turing plants---face the greatest risk. 

"We need :major help from you on However, there is rarely, if ever, 
this most troubling issue." solid information available on the 

You're not alone, Mr. H. But the levels of pesticide exposm·e a person 
answer is surprisingly simple: The has experienced. And that makes it 
evidence that fruits and vegetables dift1cult for scientists to definitely 
help protect against heart disease and link pesticide exposures that might 
cancer is far stronger than the evi- have happened years ago--even pri
dence that pesticides cause cancer or to birlh-to specific health prob-
and other health problems. lems. 

So keep eating that produce. But 
buy organic when you can, especial
ly for fruits and vegetables that are 
most likely to have pesticide res
idues. And look for (healthy) foods 
manufactured by companies that are 

Cancer 
Q: What's the evidence that 

pesticides cause cancer in 1m
mans? 

A: The most thoroughly re
se:J_rched examples .are the so-called 

trying to use fewer pesticides. phenoxy herbicides, which mise the 
It's an spelled out [below] in our risk of leukemia and cancers of the 

guide to avoiding pesticides.· lymphatic system. These cancers are 
Q: Should we be ~once:rned more common among workers who 

about pesticide :residues? have applied tl1ose herbicides along 
A: Yes. We know that prolonged railroads or electrical lines, or inagri

exposure to pesticides raises the risk cultural settings or forestry, for many 
of some cancers, neurological prob- years. 

L--------~-----------------------------------------------
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Evidence is not nearly so dear in 
the case of other cancers and other 
pesticides. But we know that many 
cancers are not caused by one thing 
or exposure to a single carcinogen. 
Sometimes it takes 20 or 30 years for 
a tumor to form. If pesticides impair 
the immune system over such a long 
period, they might be one reason why 
a person gets cancer, or whether he or 
she gets it at age 40 instead of age 60. 

Immune System 
Q: How do pesticides affect the 

immu.ne system? 
A: Humans are blessed with a 

phenomenally complex and effective 
immune system when it's working 
well. Everyone is exposed to the flu 
bug many times during the winter, 
but most of us only get one bout of 
the flu, and some don't even get it 
once. 

But pesticide exposure. can impair 
or block or disrupt both the develop
ment and the nmmal triggering of the 
immune system. 

For example, in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s, the highly toxic insecti
cide aldicarb was widely present in 
the drinking water in central Wiscon
sin. Researchers at the University of 
Wisconsin documented an impaired 
immune response in women living in 
houses with high aldicarb levels in 
the drinking water. 

Q: Have resea:rchers found 
more evidence smce then? 

A: Several other studies have 

since documented at least a short
term impact on the normal function
ing of the inunune system. It is enor
mously important that we find out 
how pesticides and other pollutants 
interfere with the treatment and pre
vention of hepatitis, AIDS, cancer, 
and .. a range of opportunistic infec
tions, from pneumonia to ear infec
tions in children. 

Nervous System 
Q: Can pesticides cause neu.ro

logical problems? 
A: There's lots of evidence that 

pesticide exposure is a risk factor for 
both Alzheimer's and Parkinson's 
diseases. Studies have found higher 
rates of these diseases in farmers and 
other people who are exposed 
through their work or through an ac
cident 

There is also suggestive evidence 
from lawsuits in which doctors have 
documented neurological symptoms 
in families that have gone back into 
homes that had recently been treated 
for termites or other insects. 

Q: What about neurological 
problems m children? 

A: There are some. For example, 
Japanese scientists recently linked a 
duster of nearsightedness in school
children that occurred in the 1950s 
and 1960s to exposure to organo
phosphate insecticides. And scien
tists at the Environmental Protection 
Agency's Research Triangle Park 
Laboratory in North Carolina have 
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recently demonstrated that, in chick
ens, exposure to these pesticides 
changes the shape and development 
of the eyeball, which can lead to 
nearsightedness. 

Pesticide Exposure 
Q: Which foods are most likely 

to ~ontain pesticides? 
A: Fruits and vegetables. Roughly 

half the fruits and vegetables tested 
have pesticide residue~ on or in them, 
arid about 40 percent have multiple 
residues. For example, in 1994 the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
found an average of 3.5 residues per 
apple in the samples it tested. 
Amazingly, my colleagues at the 
Environmental Working Group have 
shown that a consumer is more likely 
to purchase an apple with seven or 
more residues than an apple with one 
residue or none. 

Q: Do grains have fewer resi
dues? 

A: Yes. Wheat and bread and oth
er grain products tend not to have 
residues. That's because milling of
ten removes them., Plus, most grains 
are treated predominantly with herbi
cides that are sprayed before or very 
soon after planting, long before the 
harvested edible part of the plant ever 
fonns. 

But there clearly are exceptions. 
Rice grown in the Southeastern U.S., 
for example, is often treated with 
fungicides before it's harvested. So it 
sometimes contains residues. 

Q: What about meat and dairy 
products? 

A: They're only a problem in cer
tain cases. Organ meats-the liver, 
for example-tends to accumulate 
some pesticide residues like beno
myl. The function of the liver is to fil
ter contaminants out of the blood, so 
it's no surprise that if an animal has 
been exposed to a pesticide, it will 
concentrate in the liver. 

And some pesticides have a ten
dency to accumulate in fat. So fatty 
meats, fish, and dairy products may 
have higher residue levels than lean 
or low-fat animal products. 

hnported Produce 
Q: Is imported produce more 

likely to be contaminated? 
A: Yes. Imported foods like 

grapes, strawberries, green beans, 
and leafy vegetables sometimes get 
through the system with illegal 
residue levels. 

If you look at the results of the 
Food and Drug Administration's 
residue testing programs, it's clear 
that both the level of residues and the 
frequency of illegal residues on im
ported foods exceed that of domesti
cally produced food by, on average, 
nearly threefold. 

The occasional very high residues 
that the FDA finds are usually on im
ported fresh fruits and vegetables 
from Latin America and parts of Asia 
where farmers are contending with 
tropical and semi-tropical conditions 
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that lead to towzh pest A: rv1any . fruits and I 

save their crops from 
them into the U.S. In most 
these crops get the 
because the FDA is able to 

of the lots of 

So th;e FDA'§ mu·-veilim."E.~ee is 

PvPnmnP who has studied the 

don't contain detectable I 
pesticide residues. Fruits 

a~~'~e:s of I 
evwence 

heart 

mnnn'M' of the Nation-
a! Cancer InstRtute's :J-a-vay pro· 
gram, v1hich encourages people to 
eat more fruits and And I 
believe that progress on the faan in 

""-'"""'"'"' integrated pest"""'"'·~"'".'"'""' 
win reduce reliance 

and residue levels. JPM 
as a last resort 

H(n'l' eR;:;e f'..Slf~ ]people ~void 
pesticides'? 

A: They can fresh and 

and 1 

can support stores and growers that , 
offer can also look 
for produce thafs been the 

di- NuniCiean program, which some su-
verse diet The more kinds of food use to that their 
you eat, the less your exposure to any contains no detectable pesti-

And that diet should cide residues. 
And can 

been grown under unJ>U'I'>"~""'J 
store I IPM prograros. 

eat 
w~'le!i. pesticides may cause J!iseas"'s 
like cancea- or A:lzheimer's? 

While there isn't much IPM proo 
duce in :mp~:rmmK~;;t;; more is on 
its way, perhaps this year. 

Consumers Union is to as-
sess the IPM programs used by 
food A few are 
significant progress. We're interested 
in tomato butter, 
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sweet blueberries 
carrots, bananas, and broccoli--were 
arnong the least to be con
tarninated. 

2. Domestic cherries vvere almost 
I three times more likely to contain 
I ne<':lir:lde: residues than imported 

cherries. 

and grapes. 
The EV¥G's repmt, A 

Shopper's Guide to Pesticides in Pro
available on the World Wide 

VVeb at WV/W.ewg.org. 

~ 
'"~ 

:ha the Orgrmic of TiERl~ 

"In our testing, we find that contain no detectable 
cide residues;' says Will Summner of Scientific Certification 
Oakland, California, company tests like Ralphs, 
<md & 

Good News. But the of state standards isn't nM'P00 '"''"" 

guarantee that the """"'w 
for it. 

That's about to 
"Soon, when SO!IIletlllng labeled ' it will mean the same 

Tennessee, California, or any other state;' says Gene Kahn, Chief 
Officer of Cascadlan Farm, an organic food processor in 
Washington. 

Kahn is about the National which could go into effect 1 
~his year-more thm1 seven years after authodzed it The program creates 
a uniform det1nition of and sets up a nationwide system to pro
ducers m1d processors. 

h should spur investments in the 1Joon1m1g 
Kahn. And that could lead to greater 

of orgamc food may-never amp as low as t11at ot conventwna!J.y grmvn 
food ... unless you look at the 

"If you factor in the cost of farming that's off.. loaded onto the en-
of aren't that different Consum.ers 

may not pay the but somewhere dovm the line 
to pay for the lower water and other environmental 

pa."t bv conventional m.;:riculture." 0 
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records. ·what has the , . .,,,,.,,.,-J,·~>rr 
- written of your me 
last Has the bome record 
of an earnest effort on your 

Christian charact(:r? Does 
record of the fruit But watchfulness and prayer will 

deeds in be necessary on your part wm an 
tioru of the Rife of your Redeemer? my friends seek 
Axe there deeds i.n your life record of the present year, to overcome selfish·
self-denia!, and of mer- ness, envy, hatred, du;ccmtent, 

If you wm not be ashamed to fretfulness. and 
meet the record in the day of final 

1 account, when aH will be rewarded 
I as their works have been. 
i Another year is before 

you are renewed in the of 
Christ, you will imitate His live 
to bless and you will be 
blessed. 

Good deeds and benevolent ac
tions 'vviU reflect softened luster upon 
all. A meek and lovely spirit will 
possess a hallowed power over other 

and will be reflected back in 

dear 
of the outward and faith
fully cultivate that which God re

as valuable-vhtues which He 
declares to be of price.-Ellen 
G. White, The Youth's 
VoL lS\ No. L 0 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"The religion of Christ enjoins upon men to carry the pure principles 
of truth into their daily life, in buying and selling, in the transaction of 
all business, with as true a sense of religious obligation as that with 
which they offer to God their supplications. Business must not divert the 
soul from God. You should by your example demonstrate to the world 
that the truth of God sanctifies the receiver and produces industry, fru
gality, and perseverance, while it extirpates avarice, overreaching, and 
every species of dishonesty .... 

"Every business transaction is to be such as can be endorsed by 
Heaven, else it will bear the unsavory odor of Satan's influence. Every 
action is to represent the science of Heaven's principles. 

"Truthfulness and frankness should be ever cherished by all who 
claim to be followers of Christ. God and the right should be the motto. 
Deal honestly and righteously in this present evil world. Some will be 
honest when they see that honesty will not endanger their worldly inter
ests; but all who act from this principle will have their names blotted out 
of the book of life. 

" ... When God makes up His jewels, the true, the frank, the honest, 
will be His chosen ones, His treasures. Angels are preparing crowns for 
such, and light from the throne of God will be reflected in its splendor 
from these star-gemmed diadems."-Our High Calling, p. 226. 
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