
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

What Age Are You? 

Age cannot be counted by 
The years a person lives, 

But by the hope within his heart, 
And all the love he gives. 

How young you are does not depend 
Upon your date of birth, 

How old you are, not measured by 
Your time upon this earth. 

But if your heart is full of dreams, 
and if you are among 

Those with an eagerness for life, 
... Then you are truly young. 

But if you see no beauty 
In all that you behold, 

And care not for your fellow man, 
... Then you a.re truly old. 

Vol. 15, No. 4 October - December 1999 



CONTENTS 

Seminar 1999 .... 0 • 0 • 0 0 • 0 •••••• 0 • 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 ••• 0 • 0 • o • 3 

Which Way Will It Be? 0 ••• 0. 0. 0 •••••• 0. 0 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0. 20 

Questions and Answers ..... 0 • 0 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 • 0 •• 0 •• 0 ••••• 25 

The Little People's Reader 
Watch the Little Things .............. 0 •• 0 0 0 0 ••• ; •••• 0 • o ..... 36 

Letters 0 ••••• 0 •• 0 •••• 0 •• 0 ••••• 0 •••• 0 •• 0. 0. 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0. 0. 37 

Health Wave 
Clean, Pure Water 0 0 •• 0 •••••••••••• 0 • 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 41 

Recipe for Thanksgiving .... 0 ••• 0 •• 0 •••••••• 0 ••• 0 0 ••• 0 ••• 0 0 •• 45 

As the Old Year Ends and the New Year Begins ................. 0 46 

Seminar 1999 Tape List . 0 •••• 0 0 • 0 ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 54 

Inspiration's Challenge ... 0 ••••••• 0 ••• 0 ••••••• 0 • 0. 0 •••••• 0 •• 0 55 

~ 

NOTE: All the Rod references used in this issue are quoted as they ap
pear in the original source-old edition pagination. If you have the 
new editions, please use the bracketed page numbers on the bottom of 
your tracts. 



SEMINAR 1999 

November 11, 1999 1 unknown, uncertain future, the news 
at home and around the world is 

Dear Brethren, I worsening each day. There is war, 
bloodshed, strife and injustice, along 

By the time some of you receive with murder and senseless crimes 
this Tidings, 1999 will be history. committed by children and teen
What a momentous time it will be agers, accidents by air, land and sea, 
for all who are alive to see the dawn the fear and threat of tornadoes, bur
of a new millennium. Many in the ricanes, and earthquakes. It is a trou
world have a troubled and anxious blous time to live in without the 
heart concerning the problems they comfort and assurance of knowing 
think they will face as the new year that God is in control, and that He is 
breaks upon us. But as Davidian ordering and directing our daily 
Christians, what are our hopes, our lives. We therefore have nothing to 
fears, our priorities, as Y2K ap- fear. Says the servant of the Lord: 
proaches? Are the fears and concerns "The work is soon to close. The 
of the world our fears and concerns? members of the church militant who 
At the beginning of 1999, many have proved faithful will become the 
were jumping on the bandwagon church triumphant. In reviewing our 
telling people to prepare for short- past history, having traveled over 
ages in almost every line that con- every step of advance to our present 
cerns our every day life-banking, standing, I can say, Praise God! As I 
electricity, food, water, gasoline, be- see what God has wrought, I am 
cause .of the problems associated filled with astonishment and with 
with the dating system on the com- confidence in Christ as Leader .. We 
puter. But now, less and less are the have nothing to fear for the future, 
fears of the general population as except as we shall forget the way the 
President Clinton assures them that Lord has led us, and His teaching in 
as long as we are in the US, we have our past history. We are now a strong 
nothing to fear about entering Y2K. people, if we will put our trust in the 
These assurances alleviate the fears Lord; for we are handling the mighty 
of most people, but some fears and truths of the Word of God. We have 
anxieties still persist in the hearts of everything to be thankful for. If we 
many. walk in the light as it shines upon us 

Besides an the fears of facing an from the living oracles of God, we 

(3) 
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shall have large responsibilities, cor- 'are daily receiving from God? 
responding to the great light given us " ... By faith it is not difficult to ' 
of God. We have many duties to per- understand how this could be, for 
form, because,we have been made you' know that if God wills that you 
the depositories 0f sacred truth to be live you simply cannot die. We al
gi¥en to the world in all its beauty ready saw a demonstrati0n of that in 
1\lild glory. We are'debtors to God to Daniel's time. Men's lives are in the 
use every advantage He has entrust- hands of God, and if He chooses to 
ed to us to beautify the truth of holi- preserve the lives of some no one 
ness .of character; and to send the cam snuff them out, not even the 
message of warning, and of comfort, devil. A good example of this was 
of hope and love, to those who are in furnished when the Lord made it im
the darkness of error and sin."- possible for the devil to takerthe life 
General Conference Daily Bulletin, qf Iob."-12 Code 2>: 12, l3 (n.e;);· 
January 29,,1893. As long as we have a work to do 

The following comforting and re- for the Lord, and He has a purpose 
assuring words •can, be used for our for our lives, He will sustain us; as 
encouragement now: He daily loads us• with His benefits, 

"Isa. 8:13-'Sanctif.y the Lord of Our C{;mcern is to' sanctify the hmt 
hosts Himself, and let Him be your daily in our lives, as we follQlw otr in 
fear; and let Mim be your dread.' the path of humble obedience, .doing 

"To sanctify the Lor:d is to be all His will. 
for Him, to' have no:one else in His Putting on the wedding garment 
stead, to put your entire trust in Him, by living a consistent life and ex-

. not making flesh your arm, for He hi biting a Christ-like deportment in 
alone is able to see you through: And all our daily interactions with others, 
though you should;bethe only one in have been the burden ofBashan for 
aU the. world to take such a stand, He many years.. We praise1 and thank 
will 'nbt fail you. Jf 'such be your God that He is at work, transforming 
case;.you will then become heaven's lives and giving victories :to His 
greatest.hero.''.-2TG4:1:18, 19. elect. 

What should be the concern ,of In the. October Newsletter, you 
Bashan Davidians? Should we. in- read about the report oftheblessings 
dulgenin•' dark, anxious thoughts, we received at Seminar '99. Lessons 
WOnderifig,what WiU:become Of US 1 Oll CharaCter building aQd• Other doc
aS we enterY2Kq, Should the fear,of 'trinal~concerns were 'ni<l>t only pre" 
calamities; crimes, persecution,. and sented to all from the pulpit, butalS<'Ji 
starvation cloud out the blessin'gs we in the Syllabuses given to each at-
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tendee for their edification, learning, 
and instruction in righteousness. 
What did Leah's children think of 
the Seminar? . What lessons did they 
learn? What blessings did they re
ceive that would be a help to them as 
they enter Y2K? May you be 
strengthened and encouraged as you 
read their testimonies that we have 
received in recent correspondence 
from them. 
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are ever in my daily prayers. As I 
pray for all of God's people, I re
member each of you individually. 
Know that we appreciate your letters 
and your prayers for us. 

Sincerely yours to have unfailing 
faith and confidence in God's Word, 
His protection, and His guidance, 

Please be assured that all of you I Jemmy E. Bingham 

YOhe ~ice ocb e£ealt's crJhiiJJten 
$t>avi8itm :JJ-outh 

[The Seminar] was a great help 
and everything worked out fine. 
Thank you so much. 

I have been corresponding by 
e-mail with the youth that were also 
at Bashan and we are always sending 
encouraging and uplifting letters to 
one another. As a matter of fact, it 
brings a smile to my face just to hear 
from any of them and I try to write to 
everyone on a regular basis. 

It is so hard to believe that it was 
a month ago that we were at Bashan; 
time is flying so quickly. I really en
joyed our stay at Bashan and re
ceived such a blessing from the 
Seminar. The Syllabus is a help to 
me because with that guide I am able 
to do a lot more studying now that I 

am home and get a much better un
derstanding on my own. It was well 
organized and so easy to understand 
that it even made it more fun to 
learn, especially with the question 
and answer sections after each part. 

I also enjoyed the fellowship with 
everyone who was there and meeting 
brethren who literally were from 
around the world. It really brings to 
life·the news that you provide in the 
Newsletter about other groups when 
you finally meet these people. I en
joyed their company. 

The Seminar was also a blessing 
because it brought to me a realiza
tion that I don't think I had before of 
how important God's work is and 
how important it is for us to over-



BAS HAN TIDINGS 

come self and take on the righteous
ness of Christ. I learned so many 
things about myself and my growth 
process and when I returned home, 
the struggle to keep my thoughts and 
actions in conformity to Christ was 
so much clearer to me. While we 
were there on the hill it was so much 
easier to be Christ-like because I had 
the support of everyone around me 
as they are striving for the same goal. 
But when I came home and went 
back to school where I am the only 
Davidian Seventh-day Adventist, it 
was a lot harder to keep my mind fo
cused on Christ. So I could really see 
the difference and how the struggle 
is so much harder here in the world. 
I read and study every evening. I try 
to look through the mirror that Christ 
has provided for us and I pray for 
strength every night not just for me 
but for everyone who needs it to 
keep holding on. 

Another thing I truly enjoyed was 
the exercise that I got to do while I 
was there. The walks were great and 
we had the opportunity to view na
ture and God's created works. The 
scenery was so beautiful; it was 
wonderful. It made me remember 
how we can learn of God through 
His created works. (Lourdez Brown, 
Connecticut) 

* 
I have to thank the Bashan work

ers for the generous hospitality they 
offered during the Seminar. From the 
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living quarters to the food and the 
studies, not one detail was over
looked. I personally appreciated 
their hard work, and also realize that 
God gave them the strength. 

Without hesitation, I can say that 
the week at Bashan was the best so 
far in my life. Every second was one 
of praise, fellowship, study, reflec
tion, enlightenment and joy. I met a 
group of young people who are striv
ing to overcome idols and to dedi
cate their lives to God's work. I also 
met a group of adults who have giv
en up worldly aspirations and attain
ments and dedicated their lives to the 
work. I have to be thankful to God 
for eliminating all the obstacles and 
allowing me to be a participant. 

I have continued to communicate 
with some of the Bashan youth 
through e-mail. We send one another 
important quotes and also updates on 
what material we are currently 
studying. Right now we are trying to 
establish a weekly chat on the Inter
net. I haven't had an opportunity to 
write to the youths with no Internet 
access yet. I'm hoping I will have an 
opportunity to write them all soon. 
(David Pinnock, Canada) 

* 
I received the enclosed directory 

sometime back but delayed in send
ing it in. When I set out to do it I 
could not find it despite a thorough 
effort and was greatly dismayed over 
my irresponsibility. During the Name 
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Ingathering testimonies of the past 
Seminar, I became even more aware 
of the importance of the directories 
and therefore was further convicted, 
but God is good and has a lesson in 
all things. When I arrived home and 
asked my mother if the directory had 
been located, not expecting anything 
new, she told me that it was in plain 
sight in the living room. How thank
ful I was and how great a lesson I 
was taught by He who knows all 
things. 

The Seminar was a wonderful ex
perience. I was so strengthened by 
the faith and the testimonies of those 
following the Lamb. I pray that I will 
not wade in the narrow way but ad
vance in the truth. Even though I was 
worried about how I would get to 
and fro, God had His protective 
hands over me the whole way. 

P.S. For those who were con
cerned about my travels back to 
D.C., I should have known better 
than to worry, for God got me to 
Bashan and He would see me home 
safely. Not only did I not have to pay 
extra to change the bus ticket that I 
had, but I only had to pay a relatively 
small fee ($75) to exchange my 
plane ticket instead of paying nearly 
$500.00 to buy another. God is good 
and we should always trust in Him. 
{Keith Howard, West Virginia) 

* 
I am so glad that I had the oppor

tunity to attend Seminar '99. It was 

7 
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filled with blessings and experiences 
that I never received before. As a 
youth, attending the Seminar and 
meeting others. my age who are as 
concerned about their salvation as I 
am of mine, really uplifted and en
couraged me to press on in the ongo
ing battle with Satan. I enjoyed all of 
the studies and was able to compre
hend and follow along in the Sylla
bus. I learned various lessons while 
at Bashan and as I continue to study 
I am learning more and more. It is so 
exciting to study and learn various 
truths, but what really makes it so 
real for me is the opportunity to dis
cuss what I learn with other youth. 
The youth in Connecticut are choos
ing topics to study and then getting 
together every couple of weeks to 
discuss the topics. We just finished 
studying the Latter Rain. It was truly 
an uplifting experience thatbrought 
us closer together spiritually. Also I 
daily communicate with other youth 
over the Internet via e-mail or the in
stant chat rooms. It allows for our 
minds to focus on the truth and en
courages us to study more. I am real
ly encouraged to study and to keep 
faith in the Lord because it brightens 
my heart to have friends who are in
terested in the message and we can 
freely communicate. I feel that as 
youths, we need to communicate, 
share the truth, and encourage one 
another, so that we remain in the 
truth and help one another along the 
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narrow path. (Lenesha Keyes, Con
necticut) 

* 
I am glad that I can give my testi

mony about the wonderfully uplift
ing time I had. · 

First off, I don't want to sound 
traditional so I'm just going to be 
honest From the time I heard I was 
going to the Seminar, there arose a 
deep yearning in my soul. It felt like 
this Seminar was just what I needed. 
I prayed in preparation for the 
Seminar for spiritual cleansing, and 
when I arrived at Bashan a wonder
ful feeling came over me. I felt re
vived and I loved it!! 

The way the meetings were struc
tured with the divided classes ac
cording to age group and familiarity 
with the message was perfect. It gave 
us young people a chance to ask our 
questions and voice our views with 
one. another. There were a lot of 
things that I didn't know and I en
joyed ·learning about them. Our dis
cussions were vibrant and informa
tive. The great thing was we were all 
so interested in hearing this truth. 
The Holy Spirit had sparked a fire in 
us that hopefully will not bum out. 

It was especially a great encour
agement seeing young people just 
like me who face the same problems 
and situations that I do each day. It 
was uplifting to together to talk 
about the day after each night meet-

We still communicate and study 
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with one another via e-mail and I am 
thankful to God for the privilege of 
attending the Seminar. I encourage 
all to pray earnestly to overcome and 
to be in attendance at Seminar 2001. 
Also, please pray for us young ones 
as we form our army of youth to pro
claim the message and give the Loud 
Cry. (Josuha Johnson, California) 

* 
When we got back we [the youth] 

decided that we should keep in touch 
via e-mail. We have been encourag
ing one another to keep the faith dai
ly. Since I returned home I have been 
trying to practice the habits I learned 
at Bashan. For example, being on 
tim:e for morning worship, and doing 
home duties without being told. 

It has been a struggle,· but I will 
continue striving to be a good influ
ence in and out of the home. I re
ceived so many blessings from 
Bashan while I was there. One of the 
blessings I received was the group 
studies given by Brother Dodd. I 
really enjoyed the youth classes, 
especially the subjects of the "Assy
rian Confederacy," and the "Last 
Mile Home." I also enjoyed the 
Bashan surroundings. Bashan is 
more beautiful than I thought it 
would be. It was a blessing for me to 
see you and the rest of the Bashan 
family again. The food was well pre
pared and very delicious. 

I have to be honest though. At 
first I ciid not know what to expect, 
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but when I saw other youth in the 
same situation trying to resist the 
temptations of the world and follow 
God, it made my experience a whole 
lot easier. I can see that you and the 
Bashan family did such a great job in 
preparing for us. It must have taken a 
lot of time and energy. I would like 
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to thank all of you for the hard work 
and dedication. 

Well, I hope you have enjoyed 
reading my personal experience at 
Bashan as I did telling you about it. I 
hope to see you at the next Seminar 
in 2001. (Jonathan Allotey, Con
necticut) 

C(;;he ~ice o'b e£eal/s ~hiliJun 
9)tWilJitm ~uit& 

I want to take this time to express 
to you how much I enjoyed the 
Seminar. It was everything that I 
hoped it would be and more. When I 
reached the Hill I decided that I 
would not let anything or anybody 
steal my blessing and that attitude 
worked for me. Believe me, Satan 
tried, but I dismissed him from my 
mind. I knew that there was a lot for 
me to learn and I wanted it at any 
cost. 

The Syllabus was great and it 
gives me something to hold on to 
and to help me guide my study. 

I must tell you that your kitchen 
staff outdid themselves. The food 
was absolutely divine. Thank you for 
thinking about it. No, I did not gain a 
pound while I was there and that is 
good news. 

I .am concerned that I've been a 
part of Davidia for all these years 

and never applied for a Certificate. I 
am interested in becoming a member 
and I'm working at getting things 
straight With God's help and your 
prayers I will succeed. (Southern 
U.S.) 

* 
There are so many things to be 

thankful for regarding the Seventieth 
Anniversary of the Shepherd's Rod 
message and the Seminar just attend
ed at Bashan. It was a double bless
ing to be present to. help with the 
preparation and witness all the cross
bearing and intercessory prayers for 
the various problems which the Lord 
answered for us in wonderful ways. 

Then the focus of the Seminar
overcoming and reformation. The 
devotional studies each morning ex
panded on this and informed us 
that only by divine intervention
Christ's imparted righteousness-! 

L-__________________________ _ 
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can we overcome if we make a com
plete surrender so that His will be
comes our will. Further, the empha
sis on' getting out of the cities and the 
health studies were all important 
messages. The Bashan workers' tes
timonies were inspiring. 

Too many things to be thankful 
for-time will not permit me to re
cite all the blessings. (Edwin West, 
Pennsylvania) 
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Seminar that would adequately sum 
up my experience? l truly received 
the eyesalve, the gold, and the white 
raiment I stood in need of. I needed 
to know just where I had made 
progress and just where I had be
come ·backslidden and lukewarm. 
Some of these realizations were 
painfully exposed, but I also re
ceived much encouragement from 
others who have traveled the road of 
ups and downs. I understood clearly 

* I that the Lord means what He says 
I have so much to write and tell and self must be crucified that we 

you about my experience at the 
Seminar, but I need an hour or two 1 
I was greatly blessed, and so many 
things became clear. But, like I said, 
I need an hour. (Glenda Morgan, 
New Jersey) 

* 
I really loved being back at 

Bashan after so many years. I realize 
that I have a long way to go to re
form, but by your prayers and the 
grace of God I can do it. 

I am beginning by sending a 
faithful first and second tithe and 
hopefully I will be in a position to 
send an offering also. It takes much 
faith to do what God asks, but I 
know that His "biddings are His en
ablings." I look forward to the next 
Seminar because what I learn there 
is what I need to help me reach my 
goal of overcoming. (Southern U.S.) 

* 
What words can I say about the 

may one day be exalted. I was great
ly helped by Sister Carmen's testi
mony and Sister Danita's talk con
cerning offenses and unfair treat
ment. I was indeed strengthened by 
their reassuring words that Christ 
sees all and He is able to heal us, 
{;Omfort us, and supply us with abun
dant grace for all situations. 

I am endeavoring to put into prac
tice these principles in my home life 
as only God knows the grace needed 
to meet with the trials at home. I 
have renewed conviction that the 
place to begin is on my knees mak
ing a total surrender, placing com
plete dependence on Jesus, my 
Saviour, pleading with Him to make 
known my duties as He has prom
ised He would do. I am claiming His 
promises to give me the victory in 
every aspect of my life. 

I have also been pleading for 
greater courage to enter the Name 
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Ingathering Campaign. I have or
dered a directory of churches across 
the U.S. and I shall try to write and 
ask for directories as I don't get the 
chance to travel. (Sylvia Gauthier, 
Maine) 

* 
I just want to say thank you for an 

inspiring, invigorating, enlightening, 
and by the grace and mercies of God 
highly successful Seminar '99. I'm 
already thinking and planning to be 
there for Seminar 2001. I know it'll 
take a lot of faith and victories to 
make it there again but God is able. 

I wish all of you on God's holy 
hill good health and blessings as you 
continue the good work you are do
ing. 

P.S. The testimonies of the 
Bashan workers and residents were 
highly inspiring. (Louis Benoit, 
Maryland) 

* 
I had a very happy time meeting 

and fellowshipping with my Bashan 
family. Before coming to Bashan, I 
often wondered what life was like 
there, but after meeting you all it be
came a reality; I now know. I would 
not think twice to relive this very 
same experience. But I will not limit 
myself to this one time-I am look
ing forward to bigger, brighter, and 
more glorious experiences in the 
Lord. 
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lations from God about myself, all 
that I am not and all that He wants 
me to be and should be. It truly was 
a blessing. 

All the subjects of the Syllabus 
were timely. The subject which im
pressed me a lot was the Confeder
acy. I realize that our decision to 
make a firm stand for the Lord 
should be now, while the "trouble 
days" are not in full force. l pray that 
the Lord enables me to do all that is 
required and to help me to develop 
faith and complete trust in Him, so 
that I will stand during this time of 
trouble. I pr y that we all stand the 
test of time, because the Lord. will 
have a people who will stand for 
righteousness. (Thora Edwin, New 
Jersey) 

* 
I am extremely happy that I was 

able by God's help to attend the 
Seminar. Though the highlights are 
published, if I was not there I would 
be very sorry to have missed a feast I 
could never regain in my lifetime. It 
was truly wonderful. One could truly 
discern the moving of the Holy Spirit 
amongst us. I know it was answered 
prayer because many of us prayedto 
that end and we saw the results. God 
is really good. He kept .back the 
hum buggers and the intruders so that 
His Holy Spirit could have full sway, 
and we are thankful. 

My stay at Bashan was well I Language is too feeble for me to 
spent. It was full and rich with reve- [ begin to comment on the Syllabus. 
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All I can say is, it was designed by 
the Holy Spirit. How I wanted to 
know the history of the Rod and 
there it is for my study and medita
tion. God be' praised; Since leaving 
Bashan the Syllabus is my evening 
study. lam going bit by bit, and with 
the help of the Holy Spirit nothing 
will escape me. I want to get all that 
is in there, to feed and nourish me 
along my pathway. It is a good spiri
tual menu and I love it. God bless 
Bashan. (Roslyn Stewart, Kansas) 

* 
It is with great joy that I send this 

letter to you. MaY our heavenly 
Father richly bless each one of you' 
for the many sacrifices that were 
made to milke our stay a comfortable 
one. I am still rejoicing for the rich 
blessings received during Seminar 
'99, and the evidence of our Father's 
compassionate mercy· and His 
matchless love. NBut God who is 
rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, even when 
we were &ad in sins, hath raised us 
up together, and made1 us sit together 
in heavenly places i:n Christ Jesus, 
Eph. 2:4-6; These verses reflect what 
I experienced during my stay at 
Ba8han Hill. 

The information that was gleaned 
from the oral· pr.esentat1ons and that· 
which is'in the Syllabus is truly edr-· 
fying to me. "Thou, 0 God, didst 
send a plentiful rain, whereby Thou 
didst confirm Thine inheritance, 
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when it was weary." Ps. 68:9. It is 
such an honor and a privilege to be 
one with the family of God; I find 
myself happily saying, "What a, fel~ 
lowship; what a joy divine, leaning 
on the everlasting Arm." 

I am very grateful for the accom
modations that were given me. The 
food was simply prepared, but ex
tremely delicious, and there was 
plenty of it. (Howard Keyes, Om
necticut) 

* 
Praise God for a blessed Seminar 

to reunite on God's holy hill with His 
people. What a lovely week I experi
enced along with my children and 
family. Brother Trevor made the 
children feel so welcome and at 
home, especially with the pony dnd 
horse rides, My children were all 
blessed by being on God's holy hill. 
The Spirit of God is truly present 
there. I want to praise God for my 
husband, our new home on two 
acres, our new 'baby, and my new 
van. It all came with a lot of perse
verance and hard work, and in two 
years I've been able to repay several 
hundred dollars of back tithe. Praise 
God. When you put God first in your 
life He opens the storehouse of 
Heaven for you. The Seminar ad
dressed all the everyday information 
I heeded to better my life-'dental 
hygiene, digestion, diet, Sabbath
keeping, country living-the last 
mile horrie. Praise God, we are going 
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home. (Mary Breidenbach, Maine) 

* 
Once again I thank God for the 

spiritual refreshing we enjoyed from 
September 17 through September 
25. It was also physically refreshing 
to be on the hill. 

Enclosed is a directory for the 
church which I obtained last 

Sabbath. The previous Sabbath I at
tended the __ church. I was in
formed that they have a directory 
which is given only to new members. 
From my observation the member
ship is quite small; probably only the 
old, sick, shut-ins, and hard boiled 
Laodiceans were missing. I was able 
to obtain the names of the young 
members. 

Enclosed are the Lord's tithes. 
(Dr. Magdalene Robert, Oklahoma) 

* 
There is no doubt that God called 

and appointed the Seminar and His 
name must be praised. This was un
doubtably the most important reli
gious event of this decade. 

The placement of individuals in 
various rooms/cabins was unbeliev
ably providential, for there seemed 
to be a great exhibition of Christian 
courtesy. 

The religious atmosphere was 
poised to shower upon God's people 
the blessings with which it was heavy, 
and showered it did. 

The choices of individuals and 
the content of their presentations 
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were all aptly adapted to the spiritual 
needs. 

The inspired decision to place the 
brethren in groups to exchange 
thoughts from the lessons as they 
gleaned them, gave me a better un
derstanding into the way people un
derstand and why they act the way 
they do. 

One cannot but say that the or
ganization and format of the Sylla
bus was exceptional, and I am posi
tive, based upon conviction and in
teraction, that this will form the ba
sis of group discussions indefinitely. 

Amidst the multitudinous bless
ings, there were occasions when I 
was a little distressed. This state of 
mind was forced upon me as I saw 
the common dress of some of the at
tendees, which brought the sanctity 
of the holy convocation down to the 
common and ordinary. I am con
vinced this was out of place and har
mony with the standard and occa
sion. Given the fact that all nine days 
were "holy days," I felt there should 
have been a realization of this fact 
and appropriate dress and demeanor 
exhibited. 

Nevertheless, in spite of these few 
blemishes, God has done wonderful 
things for His people whereof we are 
glado Truly our hearts burned within 
us as God enlarged our capacity to 
receive. 

God bless all as we praise His 
name together and eagerly look for-
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ward to Seminar 2001, where He 
will again do great and marvellous 
things for us. (Elliott Rock, Barba
dos) 

* 
I am still thanking the Lord for 

the blessings I received at the 
Seminar. As you may know it is very 
difficult to obtain names and ad
dresses from the Afro-American 
churches. I guess its the precon
ceived ideas that causes the suspi
cion. However, we have decided to 
work in these churches even if we 
just obtain a single name. So last 
Sabbath we went to a church in the 
__ area, a church we have visited 
before. After entering the church I 
was able to obtain some names and 
addresses from Alaska to New York. 
This I know was a blessing and of 
course these are Afro-Americans. 

Please pray for us as we continue 
our work that we may be able to 
reach all the people. (Pat Hamilton, 
Alabama) 

* 
It is with a heart filled with grati

tude, praise and thankfulness that I 
write these lines to you. 

First, I must thank the Lord for 
granting me the privilege of having a 
part in the preparation for Seminiar 
'99. It was truly a blessing. 

Second, to be at the heart of the 
work, where the Chariot of truth re
sides and having the Living Voice 
giving counsel, admonition, reproof, 
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and warning, and even a wonderful 
breakfast! Where else would one 
choose to be? 

More than ever, the greatest mo
ments of all was the Seminar. There 
is a song which says, "Everyday 
with Jesus is sweeter than the day 
before"-this is indeed a true saying. 
I am rejoicing continually and my 
prayer is that all who were at the 
Seminar, including the residents, 
should cherish the blessings received 
lest they slip from us. 

If it was left for me to decide I 
would prefer to remain right at 
Bashan, nevertheless, "not my will, 
but Thy will be done." I know there 
is a great work to be done in 
Jamaica, and I have all these mar
velous truths to share there. As a 
matter of fact, by God's grace, I plan 
to study the Syllabus with the 
brethren in Jamaica as soon as I re
turn. I indeed thank the Lord for His 
"Rod," all that I am and ever hope to 
be I owe it all to Him. To God be the 
glory. (Edwin Edwards, Jamaica) 

* 
I had the most marvelous experi

ence at the Seminar, and cannot find 
one who did not. It was amazing to 
see the preparation that went on 
there. I am presently in a business 
management program at the univer
sity, but I realize that Bashan could 
write its own textbook. I was greatly 
impressed with the way everything 
was meticulously organized. 
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In addition I am greatly im
pressed with the Hill of Bashan in 
general. Everyone was spiritually 
fed. The Syllabus was divinely in
spired. All we talked about here in 
Connecticut was how we were moti
vated by the Seminar to continue 
making the necessary preparation in 
order to receive the seal of God. The 
young people were so motivated by 
this Seminar that they are all keeping 
in touch via e-mail to study together. 
They are reading the BASHAN 

TIDINGS and encouraging one an
other. This is a result of the Seminar. 
Please continue to pray for them. 

I have so much more to say, but at 
this time I will simply say thank you 
for having us, and for a job superbly 
done. ( Lurine Allotey, Connecticut) 

* 
Let me give an account of how 

the Seminar blessed me. The format 
we followed this year, to me, was the 
most productive to date. The study 
groups, in particular, were extremely 
enjoyable and beneficial to our un
derstanding. I ask that you pray for 
me as I resolve to man my post and 
be true to duty. The devil tries to 
keep me inactive because he knows 
he cannot shake my confidence in 
the truth (100% Rod-only Bashan 
Davidian) or cause me to give up. 
(Neville Pinnock, Canada) 

* 
Since our return from the Semi

nar, I've tried to put in words the 
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wonderful b-lessings that I received, 
but the words do not adequately de
scribe my joy and new-found under
standing of the immense work that 
needs to be done. It never entered my 
mind that I would miss Bashan or 
even come to feel more "at home" 
there than here in New Jersey. In 
such a short time the Bashan resi
dents have impressed me and my 
children (who, by the way, also miss 
Bashan so much that they still talk of 
going back), of what it feels like to 
be a true Christian "family" in 
Christ. It was heart-breaking to leave 
while at the same time necessary to 
get back to work for our Lord. It was 
important for me to be at this 
Seminar because it was here that the 
Lord impressed me with the fact that 
I have been selected to be a part of a 
great family and movement-bless
ings that I do not deserve. May our 
Father be praised for His excellent 
goodness and longsufferring! 

Please keep me and my family in 
your prayers. Enclosed are a few 
names and addresses. (Evelyn Matos
Granados, New Jersey) 

* 
I have thanked our heavenly 

Father on numerous occasions since 
returning home from Bashan, but I 
would like to offer my thanksgiving 
to all who have unselfishly labored 
for our comfort and upliftment. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the way the 
studies were set up. I got so much 
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knowledge and encouragement from I am sorry it took me so long to 
the study groups. It is so evident to write, but I have been trying to put 
me that inspiration was very busy my business affairs in order, that I 
during those precious hours of study. may be faithful to God in the things 

Another blessing was found in that are my duty and responsibilities. 
the testimonies of the experiences of I want to tell you how much the 
some. I found them all so encourag- Seminar was a blessing to me and I 
ing. Everyone completely enjoyed am still rejoicing and remembering 
the food. We greatly appreciated the much of what was said. I· am ever 
rooms that were assigned to us. thankful for the mercy, loving kind-

After returning home it hit me ness, and compassion of God. I will 
like a ton of bricks. I discovered that ask Him to keep before me what He 
I was so caught up in my life that I has done for me. (Mary Hall, Ala
was not aware of the many ways bama) 
Satan had me bound. An opportunity * 
to step out of my life, feast at His I would like to say thanks for al-
table of truth, and fellowship with lowing me to attend this most impor
brethren of like faith, helped me to tant Seminar-the last of the twenti
see things about myself and my life eth century. The very atmosphere 
that I was not able to see clearly be- savoured of the Divine. I must con
fore. fess that after twenty-one years of 

·You see, there was a blessing in attending Seminars, I see spiritual 
every aspect of my stay at Bashan. growth and development in Bashan 
Everywhere I turned a blessing was to the extent that it is a manifestation 
to be found. Everyone I met a bless- of the continued presence and guid
ing was to be given and received. I ance of the Chariot of God resident 
am anxiously awaiting the next time at the hill of Bashan. I'ni further 
we can gather and fellowship togeth- convinced that God is leading 
er again. through the orderly and well-thought-

Enclosed you will find names out construction of the hill and the 
which we collected. We have also maintenance of same! Praise the 
been in contact with a couple of peo- Lord. AU of the brethren who parti
p!e in the church, but a study date cipated did an outstanding job: the 
has not resulted yet. Please keep us testimonies of the Bashan staff was 
in your prayers as we put forth our extremely good provender thor
efforts in the work of God. (Michelle oughtly winnowed. I believe that I 
Santos, Connecticut) was blessed much more than I had 

* anticipated. Sister Bingham, may the 
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God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob known them for years. Psalm 133:1-
continue to inspire you as you dis- 3 has the answer. 
charge your duties in feeding His The morning devotions, group 
sheep. We do pray for the work studies and the health spots were 
everyday. We look forward to anoth- down-to-earth studies; too, the vari
er Seminar, God willing. (Hamilton ous testimonies given by the breth-
Billy, Barbados) ren. It was good to be there. I hope 

* and pray that theLord will help us to 
I received a spiritual outpouring do our part to bring these truths to 

by coming to Seminar '99 and see- the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
ing everyone. (Marjorie Lewis, (Jane Jonas, England) 
Maryland) * 

* 
I must first say how happy I am to 

have had the privilege to attend 
Seminar '99 and to share in the many 
blessings bestowed there. 

I reached home safely and last 
Sabbath I met with the brethren and 
was .able to share some of the bless
ings received at the Seminar. 

While in Orlando my efforts to 
get a directory of the __ church 
were unsuccessful, but you'll see 
that I added names in the backofthe 
directory from the __ church in 
Orlando. God was very good in en
abling me to obtain it. (Errol Foster, 
Jamaica) 

* 
Though it was the first that I had 

attended, it was very inspiring. 
Words cannot be found to express 
the blessing and understanding of 
the truth that was gained during 
these studies. The love and friend
ship that we found amongst our fel
low Davidians was as though we had 

My joy has been renewed by see
ing everyone again since I was first 
there in 1988; and to see how much 
the Lord has blessed the progress of 
His work on the hill. I missed many 
of the people who were there in 
1988, but to those who have left the 
fold they must work out their salva
tion with fear and trembling. 

I have been strengthened by at
tending the Seminar. I have gained a 
great blessing spiritually, and being 
there at Bashan has given me a 
stronger desire and determination to 
press on, to go before the Lord and 
continue to commit myself unre
servedly to Him, to let nothing and 
no one keep me from eternal life. I 
know that everything that transpired 
during the time there has brought 
about a deeper awareness of myself 
and my relationship with God, and 
each day I am trying to put into prac
tice whatthe Lord would have me do 
and become. (Jennifer Joyner, New 
Jersey) 
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I give our heavenly Father praises 
and glory for the opportunity to 
come again, spend time at Bashan, 
and have a part in the preparation for 
Seminar '99. 

For those of us who had a part in 
the preparation there was a spirit of 
unity and determination. We saw the 
progress of the work without inter
ference from weather or equipment 
breakdowns. The Lord blessed us 
with wisdom to meet the tasks that 
were assigned. 

As the opening date of the Sem
inar approached, so did the threat of 
stonns off the east coast of the U.S. 
which interfered with travel· arrange
ments from the Caribbean and 
Florida. Also there were threats from 
Bashan opposers. We prayed for di
vine help for these problems and our 
prayers were answered. What an en
couragement to us and such a bless
ing to see the brethren arrive. 

The stay in the cabin with friends 
and brothers in Christ was uplifting 
as we shared our faith. and worked 
out some health problems. 

The Seminar was intensive and 
uplifting. As we studied from the 
Syllabus we came to a unity of un
derstanding. It is such a blessing to 
have the Syllabus to study and refer 
to now as well as a tool to share with 
others who were unable to attend. 

The blessing did not end with the 
Seminar, though. The Lord permit" 
ted several of us to stay at Bashan for 
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an extended period. The work here 
has been even more enjoyable 
amidst the fall colors, the migrating 
birds, and the ripened fJersimmons! 
(Bill Leadlay, Canada) 

* 
I praise God for all the blessiBgs 

He bestows, but most of all for the 
privilege He gave me to spend two 
months at Bashan. My heart over
flows from the many, many blessings 
I received. I am truly enjoying the 
Seminar tapes. I listen to them over 
and over again. lcan't wait for the 
next gathering with God's little ones. 
(Eleonor Kerr, Connecticut) 

* 
I was so glad to be at the Seminar. 

It was truly a blessing-so infonna
tive. Praise our heavenly Father for 
His mercy towards us. 

Well, I've been tryng to attend 
every church in my area to collect 
church directories and names and 
addresses. I purchased a church di
rectory of all the churches in __ . 
So I have now started my mission. 
(Celeste Brown, California) 

* 
Our hearts are filled with un

speakable gratitude for the tremen
dous blessings received at Seminar 
1999; it was truly a blessing in itself. 

There was order and system in all 
areas and much cooperation from the 
brethren, not forgetting the children, 
who behaved well. 

The group studies were well 
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organized and there was much par
ticipation. The Syllabus is wonder
ful-filled with meat in due season 
and very well prepared. 

Truly we see Inspiration at work 
once again and we praise the Lord 
very much for this. (Tyrone and 
Greta Alleyne, Bashan) 

* 
I received such blessings and 

manifestations of God's love for me 
that I can't count them all! The stud
ies, the brethren, everything was 
wonderful. And I'm even more de
termined to keep it going in my day
to-day life. Since I've been back I've 
been thinking that if I just make the 
right decision for God, as the choic
es come, throughout the day, that's 
overcoming. Having a planned agen
da of what to overcome has not 
worked for me, but this way, making 
each decision as it comes, I don't 
find myself thrown off track so easi
ly. So, the entire theme of overcom
ing and reformation has been made 
that much more an achievable reality 
to me. I'm glad the Lord gave us that 
song. I've been humming it, too. It 

19 VOLUME 15, NUMBER 4 

keeps reminding me of the goal to be 
reached. Everytime I come to 
Bashan, for whatever reason, I come 
expecting to be blessed and every
time I've come I've been blessed. I 
pray that everyone else was blessed 
as welL 

All I can say is God certainly did 
bless everything about the Seminar!! 
(Danita Wilkins, West Virginia) 

* 
It has been sometime since the 

Seminar. Suffice it to say it was such 
a blessing to meet with the brethren 
and share in the manna given of God 
so bountifully. It was a privilege to 
be in such an august assembly of be
lievers-"God's Vanguard." Un
known by the world, unheralded by 
the church, but honored in the courts 
of Heaven. Praise the Lord. 

My prayers are ongoing for the 
work and the workers there, that 
God's truth will reign supreme in the 
hearts of an. 

We are reviewing the Syllabus in 
our bi-weekly meetings for clarity 
and spiritual enhancement. (Naomi 
Criss, California) 

cfoo8ocfo 



WHICH WAY WILL IT BE? 

[The Symbolic Code, Vol. 8, No. 1-12, pp. 10-12] 

Setting before His followers the 
"two ways" for life's "travelers," 

the Saviour early in His ministry 
warned: "Enter ye in at the strait 
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruc
tion, and many there be which go in 
thereat: because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth un
to life, and few there be that find it." 
Matt 7:13, 14. 

While viewing their own steps 
with complacency and perhaps even 
thinking themselves securely on the 
royal road to the Kingdom, the mass
es in the broad way view with scorn 
the handful in the narrow way, re
garding them as apostates, fanatical
ly on the way to perdition. But being 
thus sadly mistaken, the majority fail 
to see that the broad way which be
gins at the wide gate, leads not to 
"life" but "to destruction," and that 
the narrow way which begins at the 
strait gate, and which they scorn, 
leads instead "unto life." By this 
great error, they give full evidence 
that they are yet carnal-wretched, 
and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked, and know it not. 

"The enemy," says the Spirit of 
Truth, "is preparing for his last cam
paign against the church. He has so 
concealed himself from view that 
many can hardly believe that he ex-

ists, much less can they be convinced 
of his amazing activity and power. 
They have to a great extent forgotten 
his past record, and when he makes 
another advance move, they will not 
recognize him as their enemy, that 
old serpent, but they will consider 
him a friend, one who is doing a 
good work. Boasting of their inde
pendence, they will, under his spe
cious, bewitching influence, obey 
the worst impulses of the human 
heart, and yet believe that God is 
leading them. Could their eyes be 
opened to distinguish their captain, 
they would see that they are not serv
ing God, but the enemy of all right
eousness. They would see that their 
boasted independence is one of the 
heaviest fetters Satan can rivet on 
unbalanced minds."-5T 294. 

Knowing Satan's diabolic plans, 
and his aim to spare no effort to be
guile the church into the broad way, 
the Lord therefore early in her Laod
icean period (May 27, 1856) empha
sized these "two ways": "These 
roads are distinct," He declared, 
"separate, in opposite directions. 
One leads to eternal life, the other to 
eternal death. I saw the distinction 
between these roads, also the distinc
tion between the companies traveling 
them. The roads are opposite; one is 
broad and smooth, the other narrow 

(20) 
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and rugged. So the parties that travel 
them are opposite in character, in 
life, in dress, and in conversation. 

"Those who travel in the nanow 
way are talking of the joy and happi
ness they will have at the end of the 
journey. Their countenances are of
ten sad, yet often beam with holy, sa
cred joy. They do not dress like the 
company in the broad road, nor talk 
like them, nor act like them. A pat
tern has been given them. A Man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief 
opened that road for them, and trav
eled it Himself. His followers see 
His footsteps, and are comforted and 
cheered. He went through safely; so 
can they, if they follow in His foot
steps. 

"In the broad road all are occu
pied with their persons, their dress, 
and the pleasures in the way. They 
indulge freely in hilarity and glee, 
and think not of their journey's end, 
ofthe certain destruction at the end 
of the path. Every day they approach 
nearer their destruction; yet they 
madly rush on faster and faster. Oh, 
how dreadful this looked to me! 

"I saw many traveling in this 
broad road who had the words writ
ten upon them, 'Dead to the world. 
The end of all things is at hand. Be 
ye also ready.' They looked just like 
all the vain ones around them, except 
a shade of sadness which I noticed 
upon their countenances. Their con
versation was just like that of the 
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gay, thoughtless ones around them; 
but they would occasionally point 
with great satisfaction to the letters 
on their gannents, calling for the 
others to have the same upon theirs. 
They were in the broad way, yet they 
professed to be of the number who 
were traveling the nanow way. 
Those around them would say, 
'There is no distinction between us. 
We are alike; we dress, and talk, and 
act alike.' "-lT 127, 128. 

In spite of this comprehensive 
statement focusing directly on the 
church today the light of the Sav
iour's warning,· multitudes of Laod
iceans have, like those before them, 
gone in the broad way. So gross has 
been this heedlessness that the Lord 
warns the church that she is "steadi
ly retreating toward Egypt"; that 
"customs, practices, and fashions 
which lead the soul away from God 
have been for years gaining ground 
in defiance of the warnings and en
treaties of the Holy Spirit, until at 
last their ways have become right in 
their own eyes, and the Spirit's voice 
is scarcely heard."-5T 103. 

" 'And because iniquity shall 
abound, the love of many shall wax 
cold.' The very atmosphere is pollut
ed with sin. Soon God's people will 
be tested by fierytrials, and the great 
proportion of those who now appear 
to be genuine and true will prove to 
be base metal. Instead of being 
strengthened and confirmed by op-
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position, threats, and abuse, they will 
cowardly take the side of the op
posers."-5T 136. 

With this condition in the church, 
and with the time arrived when "all 
things [except the church] m:e ready" 
for the Kingdom to be set up, the 
Lord in mercy is speaking anew to 
His people: "Hear ye the Rod and 
Who hath appointed it" (Mic. 6:9)
hear the message of the purification 
of the church and of the subsequent 
setting up of the Kingdom. 

Thus, the Lord's voice is crying 
unto the city, the church, that He 
shall shortly purify. it by removing 
all but the few narrow-way travelers 
who have sighed and cried for the 
abominations therein, and have con
sequently received the seal of God. 
He 1s, in other words, warning the 
church that the harvest is come and 
that He is about to cast out the bad 
fish and transfer the good fish into 
the vessels (Matt. 13.:47)-the King
dom in its Davidian period (Hos. 3:4, 
5). 

Knowing this, Satan has launched 
his final campaign against the few 
who are in the narrow way, and is 
concentrating upon them the full 
venom of his satanic hatred and 
wiles, so to slow them down as to 
prevent their escaping the fast ap
proaching slaughter in the church, 
and thus in turn preventtheir enter
ing into "the swift-coming kingdom 
of God" (DA 235). 
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Well indeed does he know that if 
he can beguile Present Truth believ
ers into dawdling andbacktracking 
in the narrow way rather than out
rightly traveling in the broad way, he 
has caught them in a sure trap. 

"The agonizing ones," declares 
the Spirit of Prophecy, "are the only 
ones who will urge their passage 
through the strait gate and narrow 
way that leads to life eternal, to full
ness of joy and pleasures forever
more. Those who merely seek to en
ter in will never be able. The entire 
Christian life of many will be spent 
in no greater effort than that of seek
ing, and their only reward will be to 
find it an utter impossibility for them 
to enter in at the strait gate."-2T 
479,480. 

"Some-yes, a large number
have a theoretical knowledge of reli
gious truth, but have never felt the 
renewing power of divine grace up
on their own hearts; These persons 
are ever slow to heed the testimonies 
ofwarning, reproof, and instruction 
indited by the Holy Spirit. They be
lieve in the wrath of God, but put 
forth no earnest efforts to escape it. 
They believe in Heaven, but make no 
sacrifice to obtain it. They believe in 
the value of the soul, and that ere
long its redemption ceaseth forever. 
Yet they neglect the most precious 
opportunities to make their peace 
with God. 

"They may read the Bible, but its 
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threatenings do not alarm or its 
promises win them. They approve 
things that are excellent, yet they 
follow the way in which God has 
forbidden them to go. They know a 
refuge, but do not avail themselves 
of it. They know a remedy for sin, 
but do not use it. They know the 
right, but have no relish for it. All 
their knowledge will but increase 
their condemnation. They have nev
er tasted and learned by experience 
that the Lord is good."-ST 221, 
222. 

Brother, Sister, are you of this 
"large number" who believe the 
Truth, but who do not make the nec
essary effort and the sacrifice to live 
it; who know the right way, but who 
are not walking therein? "Determine 
to know the worst of your case. 
Ascertain if you have an inheritance 
on high. Deal truly with your own 
soul" (IT 163:1) . 

. How can this be done? Obvious
ly, by doing the one thing which 
most of us have all along failed to 
do: fully live the Truth-the progres
sive Truth. To this end, "God calls 
for a spiritual revival and a spiritual 
reformation. Unless this takes place, 
those who are lukewarm will contin
ue to grow more abhorrent to the 
Lord, until He will refuse to ac
knowledge them as His children. 

"A revival and a reformation 
must take place under the ministra
tion of the Holy Spirit. Revival and 
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reformation are two different things. 
Revival signifies a renewal of spiri
tual life, a quickening of the powers 
of the mind and heart, a resurrection 
from spiritual death. Reformation 
signifies a reorganization, a change 
in ideas and theories, habits and 
practices. Reformation will not · 
bring forth the good fruit of right
eousness unless it is connected with 
the revival of the Spirit. Revival and 
reformation are to do their appoint
ed work, and in doing this work they 
must blend."-COR 121. 

To the extent that we have so far 
failed to succeed in this imperative 
work of exchanging wrong ideas 
and theories, habits and practices, 
for right ones, the cause has largely 
been a half-hearted, unsystematic, 
and thus unscientific approach, re
sulting in a static experience. 

"Real experience is a variety of 
careful experiments made with the 
mind freed from prejudice and un
controlled by previously established 
opinions and habits. The results are 
marked with careful solicitude, and 
an anxious desire to learn, to im
prove, and to reform on every habit 
that is not in harmony with physical 
and moral laws. The idea of others' 
gainsaying what you have learned 
by experience seems to you to be 
folly, and even cruelty itself. But 
there are more errors received and 
firmly retained from false ideas of 
experience than from any other 
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cause, for the reason that what is 
generally termed experience is not 
experience at all; because there has 
never been a fair trial by actual ex
perimentand thorough investigation, 
with a knowledge ofthe principle in
volved in the action."-3T 69. 

"There is a science of Christian
ity to be mastered-a science as 
much deeper, broader, higher, than 
any human science as the heavens 
are higher than the earth .... Often the 
training and education of a lifetime 
must be discarded."--CT 20. 

Understanding the work of Chris
tianity as the supreme science, the 
Present Truth Christian will realize 
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that in order to be an overcoming 
Christian, he must be a scientific 
Christian, making his every effort to 
conform to correct principles and 
methods in every sphere of the soul's 
activity. Otherwise his experience 
must inevitably continue to keep him 
among that hapless class of 
Christians concerning whom the 
Spirit of Prophecy says: 

"You rely upon your good inten
tions and resolutions, and the princi
pal sum of life is composed of reso
lutions made and resolutions bro
ken."-3T 542. (Italics supplied for 
emphasis.) 

(To be continued.) 0 

Good character is more to be praised than 
outstanding talent. Most talents are, to some 
extent, a gift. Good character, by contrast, 
is not given to us. We have to build it piece 
by piece-by thought, choice, courage and 
determination. 

-John Luther 

~ . 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Question No. 1: On page 11 of The 
Last Mile Home Educator, this state
ment is made: ' ... the forty-two 
months of Revelation 11:2 ... are the 
last forty-two months, "the last 
mile," of the long period of intermit
tent Gentile control of Jerusalem.' 
Are the last mile and the forty-two 
months synonymous, or is the forty
two months only a portion of the last 
mile? 

Answer: The last mile is the last pe
riod of time from Bashan to Gilead, 
the Kingdom. According to the fol
lowing passage, we have already en
tered the last mile: 

"When the candlestick is com
pleted and perfectly performing its 
divinely designed function, sending 
forth light to peak capacity, it will be 
in the Kingdom .... 

"Between the fashioning and fill
ing of the bowl, ending the first or 
Carmel period, and the setting-up 
and lighting up of the entire candle
stick in the Kingdom, beginning the 
third and final or Gilead period, there 
must necessarily take place the fash
ioning of the seven outflow pipes 
and the fitting of them into the 
bowl-the final and most critical 
step in putting the candlestick to
gether. That is the task which In
spiration has in progress now in the 

second or Bashan period. Hence this 
period becomes the most critically 
important period for all Davidians
the last mile of ourjoumey home."
"These Things Speak and Exhort and 
Rebuke With all Authority," pp. 34, 
35 . .(Underlined emphases belong to 
quotation.) 

The forty-two months of Revela
tion 11 :2 is the last portion of the last 
mile home. 

Question No. 2: The distance be
tween Bethel and Canaan is Jacob's 
last mile. But if in the anti type Jacob 
has not reached Bethel yet, how can 
he be on the last mile home?" 

Answer: When Jacob left Padan
arain in the type, he stopped at Beth
el. When antitypical Jacob (100% 
Rod-only Davidians) left antitypical 
Padan-aram (the new-Carmel under 
the proprietorship of Sister Houteff 
and her Council), the next stop, as 
history shows, is Bashan. Bashan is 
therefore antitypical BetheL Again 
we see that we are indeed in the "last 
mile" home, "the most critically im
portant period for all Davidians." 
Study the following from the bound
up testimony: 

"Question No. 2: How can Bethel 
be applied either to Carmel or Ba
shan, let alone to both Carmel and 

(25) 
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Bashan? 
"Answer: Jacob stopped at Bethel 

twice-once on his way to Padan
aram, and once on his way back 
home from Padan-aram. 

"This typological pattern must 
correlate with that of Micah 7: 14-
Carmel and Bashan. Hence, on his 
way, Bethel, typologically, is Car
mel, whereas on his return, when 
Carmel has shaken off its fruit and is 
withered ('deserted'-11 Code 12: 
32:0), Bethel is Bashan. 

"Question No. 3: Bashan teaches 
that we are now on our way home 
from antitypical Padan-aram. The 
Rod says, 'We have not yet started 
for home' (12 Code 5:16, 17). How, 
then, can Bashan be right? 

"Answer: When the 12 Code 
5: 16, 17 statement was first uttered 
by Brother Houteff from the pulpit, 
we were still at CarmeL So, of 
course, we had not yet then started 
for home. But when the statement 
finally got published, after Brother 
Houteff's departure, we had left 
new-Carmel-antitypical Padan
aram. Since·. Jacob is no longer at 
new-Carmel-Padan-aram-there
fore it inexorably follows that we are 
now on our way home, no matter 
how short a distance, geographically, 
we have gone. Typologically-and 
this is the criterion-we have gone a 
long way-perhaps almost all the 
way, but only those walking in the 
light know it."-Light At Eventide, 
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VoL 1, No. 2, p. 14:2-6. (All em
phases belong to quotation.) 

Question No. 3: Will the war begin 
at the commencement of the last 
forty-two months and continue for 
its duration? Or will it start at the ter
mination of the last forty-two 
months? 

Answer: "Sincethe war starts 'in the 
latter end of the time God's people 
are scattered among the Gentiles, 
just before His people are delivered,' 
and since Revelation 11 :2 makes 
certain that the 'latter end' of the 'the 
times of the Gentiles' is the last 42 
months allotted to them, and, finally, 
since God's people are 'delivered' at 

that time, then it follows inescapably 
that the war continues for at least 42 
months. In God's providence, it may 
begin sometime before the start of 
the 42 months, thus concealing their 
start so as to confound time set
ters."-The Whirlwind of the Lord, 
pp. 12, 13. 

According to the above quotation 
the war "continues for at least 42 
months," and "may begin sometime 
before the start of the 42 months." It 
does not begin at the termination of 
the 42 months. 

Question No.4: How long will the 
war last? Will it be nuclear warfare? 

Answer: "In the logic of facts ... (It 
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'is from WARFARE whi.ch does not [ giv.es the answer in large.part."-The 
arrive and then quickly dies out. It Whirlwind of the Lord, p. 12. 
stays long.'), any extensive use, if in
deed any use of nuclear weapons in 
the war must necessarily be ruled 
out. For any appreciable use, if not 
the slightest use, of them would un
avoidably trigger a total nuclear re
taliation which in a matter of hours 
would leave a horribly devastated 
and decimated world in which most 
life, to say nothing of further war 
capability, would be destroyed. No 
nuclear war, save of the most rigidly 
controlled, token proportions, could 
last more than a few hours. And. it is 
scarcely conceivable that any nu
clear retaliation could be controlled 
over a period of time. One nuclear 
strike would force an equal or heav
ier retaliatory one. Foolish, indeed, 
would be the nation which would fail 
to make the first retaliatory strike ob
viate the need for a second one. To 
fail to make the most of the first op
portunity would in all probability be 
to forfeit a second opportunity. So 
the only logically admissible conclu
sion is that this 'continuing whirl
wind'-war which 'stays long'-is 
fought with non-nuclear weaponry. 
Even so, it will be frightfully devas
tating over a prolonged period. 

"But can we know how long it 
will stay? ... ('It is to start in the latter 
end of the time God's people are 
scattered among the Gentiles, just 
before His people are delivered') 

Question No. 5: What happens 
when Great Britain (now predomi
nantly the U.S.) and her allies loses 
the war and are 'beaten down in the 
promised land'?.WiU God set up His 
Kingdom at that time, or is there a 
period of time after the forty-two 
months end before the Kingdom is 
set up? 

Answer: At the termination of the 
forty-two months' war in Israel, with 
the fall of the four-hom Gentile powc 
ers (Assyria), the "times of the Gen
tiles" come to their end-the Gen
tiles no longer occupy Jerusalem. 
God's people, the 144,000, then go 
in to occupy theland, as the King
dom is set up. 

"Thus again and again-nearly 
ten times over--does the ROD vigor
ously make the same significant af
firmation-that in a great final con
flict between Gentiles inside Pales-
tine and Gentiles outside Palestine, 
the 'outs' (the four carpenters) will 
drive outthe 'ins' (the horns), there~ 
by bringing the end to the final, 
forty-two months' Gentile-treading 
(Rev. 11 :2) and hence, automatical
ly, the end of the long, intermittent, 
overall Gentile-treading (Luke 21: 
24) or occupation of the land, and 
thus ushering in the Christian-Israel
ite occupation and rule of it---:'"()f, in 
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other words, ushering in the David
ian Kingdom (Ezek. 34:23, 24; 37: 
24, 25; Hos. 3:5)-the church puri
fied, triumphant (PK 725:1)."-The 
Last Mile Home, p. 16:2. 

" ... At that time, when Jerusalem 
has fallen and the Lord has removed 
all obstacles and hindrances for the 
gathering of His people, then it is 
that the house ofJudah is re-estab
lished. God's people shall flee to the 
'valley' as quickly as though they 
were fleeing from an earthquake. 
The Lord· smites the ·armies of the 
nations [the four-horn Gentiles
Assyrian Great Britain [now the 
U.S.] and her allies, and the four car
penter Gentiles ... ], while at the same 
time He protects and exalts His own 
people."-1 TG 19:8:4. 

" ... With the fall of Assyria [Great 
Britain and her allies, now the U.S. 
and her allies.], God sets up His 
Kingdom .... "-12 Code 1:11:3. 

From a careful study of aU that is 
bound up from the Rod on the sub
ject, there is no intervening time be
tween the fall of Assyria and the set
ting up of the Kingdom. Note care
fully that "God's people shall flee to 
the 'valley' as quickly as though they 
were fleeing from an earthquake." 

Question No. 6: What is the As
syrian confederacy? When will it be 
formed? 

Answer: The Assyrian confederacy 
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or alliance is a group of nations who 
share the same way of life, and who 
are arming themselves for war to 
combat their fear of communism. 
This federation of nations has been 
in the making since after World 
War I. Says the bound-up testimony 
of the Rod: 

"In Isaiah 8:9, 'God is challeng
ing a move toward a federation of 
nations. 

" 'With World War I we began to 
hear serious proposals for the associ
ating of nations intoa single league. 
And today efforts are being made to
ward forming a strong and workable 
union of nations. Indeed, not only is 
the idea of international federation 
growing more and more prevalent, 
but in the minds of many great men, 
there is the positive conviction that 
the successful continuance oftheir 
nations' way of life is utterly de
pendent upon the closest association 
and cooperation of all those nations 
which share that way oflife.' "-The 
Whirlwind of the Lord, p. 18 

"Not of the specific. but only of 
the general, time of any probation
ary event; that is. only of 'the times 
and the season' of these events; is it 
given to us to know. The Rod of God 
has given unequivocal testimony that 
... the Assyrian bloc of nations must 
first confederate (Isa. 8:9-12), and 
then, during the last 42 months (Rev. 
11 :2) of the times of the Gentiles 
(Luke 21:24), wage a losing war 
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against the hostile bloc of nations 
which gives rise to the confedera
cy."-'-The Timely Truth Educator, 
Vol. 8, No. 1, p. 4:3. 

"Since, as we have already seen, 
the Assyrian confederacy propheti
cally rises within, and falls at the end 
of, the Revelation 11:2 forty-two 
months, and since the ushering in of 
the Kingdom ends these final forty
two months of 'the times of the 
Gentiles,' then conclusively neither 
the Assyrian confederacy waits to be 
set up in the subsequent period nor 
the Davidian Kingdom waits very 
long, if that long, after the end of the 
Revelation 11:2 forty-two month pe
riod, to be ushered in."-The Last 
Mile Home, p. 19:3. 

(Whatever is not clear on this 
point will have to be explained by 
the author himself or when the Lord 
sees fit to open it up to us. See The 
Answerer, Bk. 1, p. 47:1, o.e.; 43, 44, 
n.e.) 

As we near the time when the 
Eastern bloc of nations will be join
ing their forces for a takeover in 
Palestine, the Western bloc will be 
growing stronger and stronger, until 
Assyria will go into Israel to "tread," 
"occupy," "rule," and "possess" the 
land. It is at that time that the con
federated nations will wage a losing 
war in Palestine, even though their 
confederating together rises to a 
peak during the Revelation 11:2 
forty-two months, in an effort to de-
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feat the Eastern Bloc of nations. 

Question No.7: When will the con
federacy commence? 

Answer: "The confederacy that we 
are studying [here] commences be
fore the Loud Cry and before the 
slaughter of Ezekiel 9. It is not the 
Image of the Beast, for this associa
tion precedes the Image of the Beast, 
and the confederacy is formed when 
the nations are girding themselves 
for war."-13 Code 3 & 4:10. 

Question No. 8: When will the con
federacy that is being formed (the 
nations girding themselves for war) 
reach its crescendo? 

Answer: " ... The confederacy itself 
must come during the Revelation 
11:2 forty-two month period, not af
ter it, as some [Sister Houteff and 
her Council at that time] are eno
neously teaching. [Neither can the 
confederacy rise to its crescendo be
fore the Revelation 11:2 forty-two 
months war, though it is presently in 
the making and will continue to in
tensify as we near the time of the 
war.]-The Last Mile Home, p. 19:0. 

Question No. 9: Can you explain 
the following statement: "Put anoth
er way, the confederacy will com
mence after the sealing and perhaps 
just before the slaughter of Ezekiel 
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9."-13 Code3 &4, p. 10:2. 

Answer: This statement seems clear 
and we are to accept it as it is writ
ten. If there is more to it, God will 
enlighten us in. :ijis time, 

Question No. 10: What will God's 
enlight~ned ones do when they know 
that. the. Re;yelation 11:2 ~forty-two 
months have begun? If they know 
when the 42 months begin, will that 
be time. setting? 

Answer: What is clear to us at this 
time is that because oLthe military 
strength of the. confederated allies, 
they think they will win the forty
two months' war after Assyr;ia gets 
into Isr;ael to "tr;ead," "occupy," and 
''control" the land. TQe confederacy 
that is now in the making and will 
continue to intensify, rises to its peak 
during the fort:y~two months. It is at 
this time that the message goes to 
Assytia, and at the ~arne time to 
God's people not to fear their fear. 
Sometime along in this. Revelation 
11:2 forty-two months, God's people 
will akeady have b~:;en sealed, so that 
when they give the message to As
syria they have no fear of the tln;eat
ened death decree. It is at this time 
that the. following will be. ful.filled: 

" ... Time-setting is the setting, 
ahead of time, ofthe date for the oc
currence ofa prophetic event, not the. 
pointing out, the publishing, the 
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her;alding of it after it has become an 
accomplished, histmical fact .. [lt 
should be.clear to all that the 'pub
lishing, the her;alding'. is not. only of 
the. forty-two months (3 lt2 years) but 
also the ca.ntinued warning against 
the confeder;acy]. So. when current 
events finally cqnfirm as indubitable, 
unimpeachable fact the takeover; and 
control of Jerusalem by the four;
hom-Gentil~ powers, then God's en". 
lightened 'little ones' will know that 
the Revelation 11:2 forty-two month 
prophetic period has begun; and in 
the ~onvincing and cqnvicting power 
of,absolute .certainty, they will then 
proclaim it as absolute truth, yet 
with0ut necessarily knowing the ex
act day and hour of either its begin
ning or its ending. This will be the 
true proclaiming of it, and the true 
testing. in t}le proclaiming of it. And 
it will mightily p0wer~up the procla
mation and. proce~s of purific!ltion 
and will quickly effect the gathering 
ofthe.rest of God's 'little,ones'-the 
144,000. T!lus expedited, 'shall ana
tion [tbe 144,000 first fruits] be born 
at once.' Isa. 66:8."--'-The Last Mile 
Home, p. 13:2. 

" ' ... The penitent Laodiceans .are 
separated from the impenitent ones 
during Assyria's fall, and then are 
liber;ated froml]~rrule ['yoke'-Isa, 
10:27:1].'-14 Tr. 19:1."-/d., pp. 
25,26. 

Ques,ti()n No. 11: Isaiah 8:10 says, 
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"Take counsel together." Will there 
be a wicked counselor in the confed
eracy? What shows that neither the 
counsel nor the confederacy will 
stand? 

Answer: " ... 'For while they be fold
err together as thorns [united with 
others to protect themselves], and 
while they are dnmken as drunkards 
[filled with theories], they shall be 
devoured as stubble fully dry [as 
when fire sweeps through it]. There 
is one come out of thee [out of a na
tion characterized by ancient As
syria], that imagineth evil against the 
Lord, a wicked counselor.' 

"In the light of these passages, it 
becomes clear from the outset that 
though 'Assyria' is armed and allied 
with other strong nations ('folden to
gether as thorns'), yet neither her ar
mament nor her alliance will save 
her. For having become drunken as 
a drunkard, and· having received 
wicked counsel from one that has 
come out of her, she shall 'be de
voured as stubble fully dry.' 'Thus 
saith the Lord; Though they be quiet, 
and likewise many, yet thus shall 
they be cut down, when he [that 
dasheth in pieces] shall pass 
through.' "-14 Tr. 7, 8. (Brackets 
belong to quotation.) 

The supplement of Tract No. 14, 
positively identified "he that dasheth 
in pieces"as Hitler. 

"Though Nahum predicts the 'fall 
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of Assyria' in connection with 'he 
that dasheth in pieces,' it does not 
say that he that dasheth in pieces is 
himself to finish off Assyria, as one 
would naturally be inclined to con
clude."-14 Tr., Time and Chance 
Solve Mysteries, p. 2. 

" ' ... Let us not forget that World 
War II has not actually ended, that it 
is yet to be finished ... .'-2TG 7:8:4. 

" 'Nahum's prophecy forewarns 
that World War II is not yet complet
ed. The world itself knows that it is 
not, and that the Allies, save Russia, 
won nothing, that they would have 
been better off to have given to Hitler 
part of Poland than to fight the war 
and then to lose out to Russia not 
only a part but the whole of Poland 
and with it the whole of Eastern 
Europe. Moreover, Russia has now 
become their greater enemy than 
was Hitler. They did away with 
Hitler, but the hot war never com
pletely ceased, and the cold war was 
soon added to it. Everyone knows 
that the war is not settled, that peace 
has not come, and that the war may 
break out red hot any day."-lTG 
3:17:2.' 

" ' ... But according to Nahum's 
prophecy, and also according to cur
rent events as broadcast by news re
porters everywhere, the war is still 
on; it has not actually ceased, but is 
only making a turn for the worse, 
and it is only a matter of time before 
it will become even hotter than it was 
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previous to Hitler's disappearance. 
-2 TG 41:15:3.' 

" ' ... Anyone can see, that the 
world is fast getting ready to resume 
the war with · a mightier and final 
blow if possible. Anyone can see, 
too, that the war was not won for the 
good of Great Britain [and her al
lies], but for Russia, and that follow
ing the cessation of hostilities, con
ditions have caused the world to con
solidate into two great hostile blocs 
-the .Western [at the outset Great 
Britain, now prin~ipally the United 
States and her allies] and tht') Eastern 
[Russia and satellites] blocs, not to 
mention the wars and rumors of wars 
all around us., This happened be
cause Great Britain [and her allies] 
allied with atheistic Russia, a gov
ernment that is against God and His 
church. Thus Great Britain [and her 
allies] put greater trust in God's ene
my than in God Himself, and that is 
why the waris yet to be fought.' -Id. 
16:0."-The Last Mile Home, pp. 28, 
29. 

Question No. 1.2: What warning is 
given to God's people at the time 
these nations are confederating and 
girding. themselves for protection? 
What will be the attitude of God's 
true people at this time? 

Answer: '' 'The warniQg given in 
this chapter to nations and people is 
not to associate and gird themselves 
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or take counsel together, as it will 
only come to naught. ... 

" 'Isa. 8:10: "Take. counsel to
gether, and it shall come to naught; 
speak the word, and it shall not 
stand: for God is with us." 

" 'God's people take a strong and 
independent attitude because they 
believe that God is with them. 

" 'Most human beings are some
what like Peter. We have great faith 
until we meet trial face to face. But 
when the trial here prophesied 
comes upon God's people, we must 
know that God is with us, and we 
must firmly star}d on His side. Through 
this verse we are made to understand 
the real reason for the certain failure 
of the nations in their attempt to pre
vent the fulfillment of their fears: 
God is not with them. It becomes dis
tinctly clear, therefore, that it is the 
pressing duty of every God-fearing 
country and individual sincerely to 
seek God's will, and to be with Him, 
if we are to survive and prosper. 

" 'Verses 11, 12: "For the Lord 
spake thus to me with a strong hand, 
and instructed me that I should not 
walk in the way of this people, sa yo 
ing, Say ye not a confederacy, to all 
them to whom this people shall say, 
A confederacy; neither fear ye their 
fear, nor be afraid.' 

"'God's people are commanded 
not only not to participate in the con
federacy but to oppose it "to all them 
to whpm this people shall say, A 
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confederacy." 
" 'Neither fear ye their fear, nor 

be afraid.' It is upon the root of some 
fear that the confederacy is formed. 
But that which constitutes their fear 
is not to constitute the fear of God's 
people.'-13 Code 3 & 4, pp. 6-8." 
-The Whirlwind of the Lord, pp. 18, 
19. 

Question No. 13: What is God's 
people called to do at this time? 
How will they see themselves, and 
who will deliver them? 

Answer: "[Isaiah 8: 13.]: 'Sanctify 
the Lord of hosts Himself; and let 
Him be your fear, and let Him be 
your dread.' 

" 'To sanctify the Lord is to be all 
for Him, to have no one else in His 
stead, to put your entire trust in Him, 
not making flesh your arm, for He 
alone is able to see you through. 
And though you should be the only 
one in all the world to take such a 
stand, He will not fail you. If such be 
your case, you will then become 
Heaven's greatest hero."-2TG 41: 
20:4,5. 

" 'God alone is to be revered; 
God alone is to be feared and dread
ed. Were there no possibility for fear 
at the fulfillment of this chapter, 
there would be no need for this reas
surance and instruction. It is indica
tive of the fact that God's people will 
see themselves absolutely helpless 
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and will appear helpless to all oth
ers. Then they will receive deliver
ance from God, and all will behold 
it. 

" 'As God's people are approach
ing the time when they must either 
confederate or willingly risk the sac
rifice of their lives, they must be de
veloping that faith which will cause 
them to believe that "in those days 
men shall seek death, and shall not 
find it; and shall desire to die, and 
death shall flee from them." Rev. 
9:6.'-13 Code 3 & 4: 8, 9."-The 
Whirlwind of the Lord, p. 19. 

Note: These are the sealed ones, 
for even though they "seek" death by 
the stand they take, they cannot die. 

Question No. 14: What decree is is
sued against them? 

Answer: "Thus 'there will yet be a 
decree that if men dare to disobey, 
they must face the threatened penal
ty of death. Those, however,. who 
have been sealed when the decree 
comes, will seek death and death 
will flee from them. God will not let 
them die.'-12 Code 2:14:1. 

" ... This decree comes before the 
Loud Cry, is made by confederated 
Assyria, and is what, in the finality, 
puts the teeth in the steel jaws of the 
confederacy trap which snaps shut 
on all in the Church, only the 
144,000 escaped ones excepted."
The Whirlwind of the Lord, p. 19. 
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" ' ... Through this [Assyrian] 
confederacy God is to be a gin and 
snare [lsa. 8:14] ro anti typical 
Judah.' -13 Code 3 & 4:9:1. 

" 'And many among them shall 
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and 
be snared, and be raken.' Isa. 8: 15. 

" 'This prophecy declares that the 
confederacy will be a snare-a· trap 
-and that many will fall and be rak
en in it. It will be a fearful trap and 
will separate God's people. Thus is 
the Lord going to test all His people 
and let them reveal just how much 
faith each of them has. In the face of 
this warning, we must make the nec
essary preparation so that we will 
not fall into the snare. God hasdeat~ 
ly forewarned His people so that 
they will not be raken by surprise.' c....L 

13 Code 3 & 4:9, 10. 
"Surely the startling and urgent 

warning in these last two Rod state
ments, is ample enough and plain 
enough to cause every responsible 
Adveritistto allow nothing to prevent 
him from being evidentially certain 
as to the prophetic identity and time 
of the Assyrian Confederacy, and 
from maintaining tip-toe alertness to 
Satan's developing and springing of 
the 'fearful trap' that it will be to the 
unwary.""-The Last Mile Home, pp. 
19, 20. 
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Israel? 

Answer: The war i~ over, the land is 
freed from Gentile rule, the Assyrian 
yoke is broken. The Gentiles, the 
"allied forces of confederated· As
syria" are driven out of the land. All 
of God's people, the 144,000, the' na
tion "born at once," in one day, go in
to the land. 

" ' ... But there is another thing 
that is to happen between the setting 
up of the confederacy of Isaiah s:9 
and the rise of Babylon: it is the seF 
ting up of God's Kingdom. God's 
people are to be taken to their own 
land and made free.'-12 Code 1:7:" 
-The Last Mile Home, p. 19:2. 

" ' ... While the powers of earth 
are engulfed in a gigantic war, the 
wicked in the church shall be cut off, 
no more to pass through her.' -14 
Tr. 22:2. 

... "'There is to be a ['gigantic'-
14 Tr. 22:2] world war in which 
Gentiles outside of Palestine and the 
Gentiles within [Assyria'-Great 
Britain and her allies] will be in
volved. In that war God's people
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem-are to 
be delivered and made free, and the 
Kingdom will be rebuilt. That is as 
plain as anything I have ever seen.' 
-13 Code 1 &2:6:1. 

Question No. 15: What happens at "And taken altogether, Brethren, 
the termination of the dimactic it is 'now plainer than it was when it 
forty-two months of Gentile rule in was 'as plain as anything' he had 
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'ever seen.' 
"God help the self-sent to escape 

before they find themselves self-sac
rificed in this terrible slaughter-pen 
when 'the powers of earth are en
gulfed in [this] gigantic war,' this 
'greatest of all wars ... to be fought 
about the holy land'____,. 'when mod
ern Assyria [the confederacy of 
Great Britain originally but now the 
United States and her allies] is being 
crushed' (14 Tr. 22:2), and when 
'whole Palestina' [not the land but 
the nations] is, in consequence, be
ing 'completely dissolved.' (12 Code 
1:23:2)."-The Last Mile Home, p. 
25:3, 5-7. 

"Never let it be forgotten that 
'Satan closely watches events, and 
when he finds one who has a special
ly strong spirit. .. he will even reveal 
to him unfulfilled events ... ' (2T 
171 :2). Thus has come the false 
forty-two month messages [and now, 
in 1999, false and faulty ideas and 
teachings on the confederacy] and 
otper. false messages now dividing 
and plaguing God's people."-ld., p. 
14:1. 

We. can only write and teach what 
we are certain about. Whatever else 
remains for us to understand con
cerning the formation of the confed
eracy, the message that must be giv
en to Assyria and the Church, and 
kindred end-time truths, will be 
made clearer to us as we come close 
to these events. Says the Rod: 
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Wemay·be "certain that God will 
not keep us ignorant of the things we 
ought to know. If it becomes neces
sary for us to know ahead of time the 
day and the hour of the purification 
of the church, the antitypical Pass
over, we will be told. Yes, we shall 
know at least as much in advance as 
Moses knew about the Passover in 
his day. He did not know months 
ahead the day and hour of the events 
that were then to take place! but he 
was instructed of his and of the peo
ples' duties and of what to expect 
from day to day. Neither did he know 
beforehand that they were to come 
up against the Red Sea, but as the 
cloud led them there, and as the 
Egyptians followed close behind, he 
was then told what to do. Moreover, 
at the time they crossed the Sea he 
did not know that they were to spend 
forty years in the desertnorthat the 
grown-ups among them were to per
ish while on their journey to the 
Promised Land. 

"Thus it must be today, because 
'the secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God: but those things 
which an~ revealed belong unto us 
and to our children forever, that we 
may do all the words of this law.' 
Deut. 29:29. God knows how .to lead 
and to save. I cannot, therefore, give 
you light beyond what Inspiration 
makes known. I can only speak of 
the things that are revealed."-2 TG 
41:3,4. 0 



THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

WATCH THE LITTLE THINGS 

I n my childhood a faithful teacher 
taught me this memory verse: 

"Lost, yesterday, somewhere be
tween sunrise and sunset, two gold
en hours, each set with sixty dia
mond minutes. No reward is offered, 
for they are gone forever." Many, 
many times since, I have repeated 
that verse with deep regret because 
of the consciousness that I had lost 
forever much valuable time that I 
might have saved. Our lives are 
made up oflittle things. There are no 
trifles. 

"One little grain in the sandy bars; 

One little flower in the field of flowers; 
One little star in a heaven of stars; 

One little hour in a year of hours
What if it makes, or what if it mars? 

"But the bar is built of the little grains; 
And the little flowers make the 

'meadows gay; 
And the little stars light the heavenly 

plains, 
And the little hours of each little day 

Give to us all that life contains." 

Those who learn in youth to esti
mate rightly the value of the mo
ments, and to be intensely resolute in 
doing little things well, will save 
themselves many defeats in the war-

fare of life. The world worships 
heroes; but true heroism is not found 
alone in those whom the world calls 
great The truest and grandest heroes 
are unknown to fame. Those who are 
truest to duty, whatever it may be, 
display the greatest heroism. It is our 
privilege to be heroic in whatever 
station in life our lot may be cast. 
Many of us can never do the great 
things of which we dream, but we 
can all be faithful in doing with our 
might whatsoever our hands find to 
do. 

Our lives take on the color and 
tone of the little things scattered 
through them. The little things which 
we say, and the little things which 
we do, are the warp and the woof, 
which, when woven and interwoven 
in the great loom of life, come out 
the finished fabric-character. The 
little things we say and do each day 
should be right, painstakingly right. 
Then watch the little things. The care 
of the pennies, that they may multi
ply into dollars; the watchfulness of 
the moments, that they may combine 
into useful hours; the proper atten
tion to trifles, that they may con
tribute to the success of the whole
this is what is required of us. 

-The Youth's Instructor, Vol. 43, 
No.44. 0 
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Christian Greetings 

Thank you for the Newsletters 
and the Bashan Tidings. I enjoy 
reading them and doing the heart 
preparations. We are now in the 
week of the Seminar, and for the 
blessings which it will bring may all 
our hearts be blessed. (Jamaica) 

Found Crossroads at Utrecht 
Informative and Interesting 

Thanks for the edition of Cross
roads at Utrecht, dealing with the 
1995 General Conference Session in 
Holland. It is informative and inter
esting. 

A young pastor from the U.S. 
Virgin Islands saw it and would like 
to have a copy. Could you please 
send a copy for him in care of my ad
dress and I will mail it to St. Thomas 
for him? 

Also, send a copy to my brother 
living here in the city. 

There is a request sheet at the 

LETTERS 

back of my edition, but I wanted to 
keep the entire periodical intact so I 
chose to write instead. (New York) 

Accepts Invitation to Study 

Your literature invitation to study 
for myself free of charge on truth for 
today prompts this delayed response 
for your follow-up offer. I trust that 
God's timing has its purpose. 

Jesus Christ be with you. (Cana
da) 

Thank You for AU the Literature 

I've thought about writing many 
times for a long time. I just have.nev
er taken time to do so. However, my 
prayers are ongoing for the work and 
the workers. 

I would just like to say thank you 
for all the literature mailed from time 
to time. I always look for the mes
sages contained therein. Crossroads 
At Utrecht was tremendous. It was 
most informative and well done. 
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I also thoroughly enjoy the News
letters and the Bashan Tidings. They 
are all spiritually enhancing. I try to 
read every word. I feel that if we, 
members of the Bashan pasture, read 
and apply the spiritual exhortation of 
the last two Newsletters and the Tid
ings, in preparation for the Seminar, 
it will empower the Holy Spirit to 
perform mighty changes in our lives. 

I pray that this will be the experi
ence for myself and aU who attend 
the Seminar come September. (Cali
fornia) 

"Count Me Out!!" 

Please do not send me your publi
cation!! I am the daughter of mis
sionaries and completely dedicated 
to my church!! It is very upsetting to 
have this publication sent to me-re
minds me of Waco!! Those people 
and you are on the wrong track!! 

Count me out!! (Washington) 

Praises God in the Midst of Trials 

Greetings in the precious name of 
Jesus, our soon coming King. I am 
not fully over my illness, but I am 
praising God for His goodness to 
me. Please pray for me that the good 
Lord will help me to get wen so I can 
retain my mind. I went to the doctor 
and he says I am suffering from de
pression and he put me on medica
tion. 

At home my husband is against 
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my studying the message. I study 
when he is not around. At the mo
ment I cannot do much studying, but 
thanks be to God for what I can do. 

At church my name has been re
moved from the Sabbath School 
record. The pastor came to my home 
but I felt too ill to speak with him, so 
I gave him a few pieces of literature. 
He took them and said that he will let 
me know what he thinks. He re
turned to my home and said that the 
Rod is wrong, and I cannot be a 
member of the church because I 
don't support the church and we 
should go and form a church of our 
own. I just praise God despite what 
has happened. I applied for my Fel
lowship Certificate a few weeks ago. 
(Jamaica) 

"Put Me On Your Mailing List" 

A friend loaned me your book, 
Crossroads at Utrecht. I would like 
very much to receive a copy of that 
book advertised in back of her copy. 

Also, please put me on your mail
ing list to receive free present truth 
publications. Thank you in advance. 
(California) 

Will Use the Rod as a 
Teaching Source 

Place me on your regular mailing 
list and send me these publications: 
Time, How Important?, The Answer-
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er; Books 1-5, The Entering Wedge. 
I will use these for my sources bee 

c~mse I am a professor in Bible sub
jects. I will also use them in the 
church, of course. Thank you very 
much. (Philippines) 

Doesn't Want Anything Else 

Whoever you are, I will pray for 
you that the Holy Spirit will guide 
you into the pure Truth! 

P.S. Please do not mail me .l.!!:U'.
thing else. (Tennessee) 

To Whom It May Concern 

I read your booklet, The Keys to 
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earthly church is upon· us, but before 
God moves He has to warn His peo
ple. Let him that hath an ear, hear 
what the Lord has to say to the 
churches, and look up and live. I 
would like to be a part of this won
derful mission. I have been prayi11g 
all my life for God to fulfill His 
promises in me, and helping to 
spread the warning message for this 
time is a burden upon my heart. 

I want to become a member of 
your group and help to distribute the 
literature that you print. 

Please send me all of the tracts so 
that I can help to finish the work God 
has given us to do. (Jamaica) 

the Kingdom. Let me say just one I Feels Privileged to Hear the Rod 
thing-the most dangerous truth 
there is is truth that's mixed with er- I thank the Lord for the privilege 
ror, and you've done a finejob in that of hearing the message. I have 
line. learned much from Brother B and I 

Please remove my name from 
your mailing list. (Massachusetts) 

"Convinced" 

Greetings in the mighty name of 
Jesus, our soon coming King. I was 
introduced to your message just 
three days prior to writing you this 
letter. I am convinced that themes
sage is the truth straight from the 
Spirit of God, and so, upon this 
ground, I stand firm in faith, love, 
and assurance that the time of har
vest is at hand. The cleansing of the 

look forward to learning more. 
Please accept this offering as a 

small token of my gratitude for mak
ing clear many things I hadn't under
stood previously. I know I still have 
a long way to go and praise God for 
the help as I am a widow over 60. 
(Pennsy 1 vania) 

An Earnest Truth Seeker 

It was during my graduation this 
June thata fellow brother called my 
attention to your publications, An 
Urgent Open Letter; Heresy? and 
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The Whirlwind of the Lord respec
tively. This was my first contact with 
and hearing of this group. 

I must confess that these two pub
lications are wonderful pieces; quite 
revealing to an .earnest seeker of the 
truth. The impression it made on me 
prompted my writing to know more 
about the Rod and this group called 
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her that its open on Friday evenings 
for whosoever wanted to come. But I 
told her, " __ , you know that I 
study the Shepherd's Rod and I don't 
want to offend you, but if you feel 
comfortable enough to come, you 
are more than welcome." She said, "I 
know you study the Shepherd's Rod 
and I would like to come." So she 

"Davidians." I came on Friday evening and I prayed 
Thank God that there is such a and asked the Lord to direct the 

group to carry out a revolution and 
refonnation of faith within and with
out The good work you are doing 
through these publications is elo
quent testimony of the Spirit-filled 
messages God is blessing many 
souls with. It is my prayer that He 
who has started this good work will 
ultimately bring it to completion. 
(Nigeria) 

Feeding the Lambs and Sheep 

I met a nice Spanish lady who 
was just baptized and would like me 
to visit her. So please pray with me 
that I will be able to share this truth 
with her and follow up. I will be 
sending her name in soon. 

There was a sister whom I would 
visit on Friday nights to give studies, 
but she was anti-Rod so I stopped the 
visits. Well, since my return from the 
Seminar, she called me and asked if 
I still had Friday night studies. I told 

study and He did. The study was on 
the 11th Hour Call. She seemed to 
be familar with the history of those 
who were called and seemed to have 
no problem with the study at all. If 
she returns is another matter. Only 
time will tell. (California) 

Please Remove Us 

Please remove us from your mail
ing list; I do not want to receive a 
pamphlet like this again. I found it 
horribly offensive, and although I 
understand what was the point of the 
subject matter, we prefer to draw our 
own conclusions. (Massachusetts) 

"Send Me All" 

Please send me all your publica
tions listed in Crossroads at Utrecht, 
on page 55. 

Also, place me on your regular 
mailing list (France) 0 



HEALTH WAVE 

CLEAN, PURE WATER! 
[Alternatives, Vol. 8, No. 5,Special Supplement, pp. 1, 2] 

Dear Friend, 

A few months ago, as I waited at 
the airport for my flight to Australia, 
I witnessed a frantic mother pull her 
son away from the water fountain 
and give him a bottle of "designer" 
water. "Here," she said, "this is 
clean." As I looked around, I noticed 
that just about every other traveler 
was also toting a bottle of fancy
labeled water, and later, as I read 
magazines on the plane, I kept com
ing across slick advertisements for 
cheap water filters. Right then and 
there, at 35,000 feet, I knew it was 
high time I readdressed the whole 
water-quality issue. 

Those of you who have been with 
me for a while know that I couldn't 
be happier that people are finally re
alizing the importance of drinking 
water. Unfortunately, they're still 
missing the second half of the equa
tion-the water they're drinking 
should be clean, pure and free of 
contaminants. 

Believe it or not, two-thirds of 
Amelicans are spending in excess of 
$6 billion per year on bottled water 
and ineffective home water-treat
ment systems. It boggles my mind to 
think that there are over 100 compa
nies selling water devices that prom-

ise to improve the water's taste and 
odor-yet do little to get rid of dan
gerous pollutants and contaminants. 

In previous issues of Alternatives, 
I've discussed in detail the problems 
associated with our drinking water 
supply. Countless toxins, chemicals, 
pesticides, bacteria, parasites, virus
es and other deadly pollutants con
tinue to flow into our homes every 
second, and our government has 
turned a blind eye to this very real 
threat to our nation's health. 

My point in writing to you today 
is not to scare you or give you a 
skull-and-crossbones account of the 
many health dangers associated with 
drinking tap water. I just want to 
clear up the confusion and misinfor
mation out there on methods and 
products being used to purify drink
ing water, and then share with you 
my research on the most effective 
and affordable water treatment tech
nology available. That way, you'll 
have complete confidence that the 
water you use for drinking and cook
ing is clean and pure. 

The "alternatives" 
(no pun intended!) 

There are thousands of products 
and services available today that 

(41) 



BASHAN TIDINGS 

claim to provide clean water. But as 
I mentioned earlier, most of these 
solve only part of the problem at 
best. .. and some actually create big
ger ones at worst. Here is a brief 
overview of the limitations of the 
two most popular methods: 

Bottled water. The advertise
ments certainly make it look pure 
and clean, but the truth of the matter 
is that most bottled water is just tap 
water with a fancy label. The prob
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made of activated carbon, ceramic or 
alumina. While filters reduce dis-
agreeable tastes and odors like chlo
rine, they are not effective in remov
ing contaminants like arsenic, cop
per, lead, nitrates, parasites, sodium, 
sulfates ... and the list goes on. Even 
worse, filters can become a breeding 
ground for bacteria as the organic 
matter, which remains in the filter, 
begins to decay. Another drawback 
is that filters lose their effectiveness 

lem stems from lax regulation for I over time. As the filter reaches its 
bottled water. Unlike tap water, 
which is regulated by the EPA (how
ever loosely), manufacturers of bot
tled water operate under an honor 
system (only tested by the FDA once 
a year). 

Now I'm not one to suspect foul 
play without due cause, but in this 
case there's enough proof to warrant 

adsorption capacity, more and more 
impurities will be left in the water
leaving you with a higher risk of 
contamination and illness. 

Now, more than ever, 
I strongly believe that distillation 

is the only way to go. 

concern. A recent FDA survey stated Of all the water purification 
that 31% of the 52 brands tested methods, I prefer and personally use 
were tainted with bacteria. distillation. It is the only method 

To make matters worse, the low- which removes the water from the 
grade plastic that most manufactur- contaminants, rather than the con
ers use can leach toxins such as taminants from the water. If you use 
methyl chloride and xenoestrogens a quality distillation system, it will 
(carcinogens that impair fertility and virtually remove every kind of hac
cause cancer of the reproductive tis- teria, virus, parasite, and pathogen, 
sues) into the water-and into the as well as pesticides, herbicides, or
drinker! Despite these very real ganic and inorganic chemicals, 
problems, millions of people are heavy metals (dissolved or other
paying several dollars a gallon for wise) and even radioactive contami-
bottled water. nants. 

Filtration Systems. Filtered wa- This is the only purification 
ter passes through a fine strainer method I know of that effectivelv re-
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moves all impurities. And, unlike 
other systems which gradually lose 
their effectiveness without warning, 
distillation continues to work flaw
lessly. 

-Dr. David Williams, (Adapted). 

Best Distiller
Form #6319, ©1997, 

Pure Water, Inc. 

The Pure Water® Mini-ClassicTM 
is a compact, portable distiller with a 
removable boiling chamber allowing 
for easy filling and cleaning. With a 
capacity of close to one gallon per 
three-and-a-half hour cycle, this 
manually filled distiller is perfect for 
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Each Pure Water distiller is com
plete with gas vents to allow the 
volatile organic and inorganic com
pounds to escape. Additionally, a 
carbon post filter is included to aid in 
the removal of any gaseous carry-

a single user, or small family. It's al- over and to im
so perfect for use in a camper or RV, prove taste. 
or taken to a second home for dis-
tilled water enjoyment away from Storage 
home. 

Quality Construction Included with 
each Mini-Clas-

The Pure Water Mini-Classic is sic is a one-gal
constructed of top-quality stainless lon, food-grade 
steel to provide years of dependable container. This handy dispenser is 
service with a minimum of care. It is used to collect the distilled water and 
fan cooled and equipped· with a is a perfect fit in your refrigerator. 
unique timer to stop automatically at 
the end of each distilling cycle. The I Specifications 
unit has continuous self-sterilization 
when in operation and is equipped width ........... 12.5" (32 em) 
with a removable boiling tank for depth ........... 9.875" (25 em) 
easy filling and cleaning. A safety height .......... 16.5" (42 em) 
shut-off switch turns the unit off shipping weight ... 27 lbs. (12.3 kg) 
should it ever overheat. machine weight ...... 24lbs. (11 kg) 
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current draw (120V) ....... 6.9 amps 
current draw (240V) ...... .3.5 amps 
total wattage ............ (800 watts) 
All figures are approximations and 
subject to change without notice. 

Distillation & the Hydrologic 
Cycle 

Just as Mother Nature takes 
ocean water and makes pure, rain 
water, a Pure Water distiller dupli
cates the Hydrologic Cycle inside 
this appliance. 

1) Regular tap water is poured in
to the boiling tank. 

2) A heating element boils the 
contaminated· water and the steam 
rises. 
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3) The steam passes into the con
densing coil, and the impurities are 
left behind. 

4) A fan cools the steam and.con
verts it to water-pure, distiller wa
ter. 

5) A food-grade plastic storage 
container holds one gallon of dis
tilled drinking water and is dis
pensed through the spigot. 

The best distiller we have found 
is manufactured by Pure Water, Inc. 
The Mini-Classic is a portable dis
tiller and is presently affordable at a 
price just about $325.00, plus post
age. 

(Contact Sister Bingham for more 
information.) 



RECIPE FOR THANKSGIVING rcJ One Cup of Contentment 

Contentment is very rare. Neither 
the rich nor the poor are content. 
And so thanksgiving is rare as well. 
A contented person recognizes that 
God knows best. 

Whether God has chosen to give 
him much or little, it is the right 
amount from a wise and loving 
Father. Such contentment must be 
learned. 

"!have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. l know 
what it is to be in need and I know what it is to have plenty. I have 
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation." 
Philippians 4:11, 12, NlV. 

Ten Tablespoons of Thoughtfulness 

Thinking of God's many bless- on rising and retiring, and regular 
ings will lead to thanksgiving. So ones in the Lord's house. If you 
times of meditation are needed: think, you'll thank. 
short ones at mealtimes, longer ones 

"Bless the Lord. 0 my soul and forget not all His benefits." 
Psalm 103:2, KJV. 

Six Teaspoons of Self-knowledge 

Only when we recognize that we envy, jealousy, and greed. These 
have no claim to anything at all will consume and destroy, but thanksgiv
we be grateful for whatever God ing brings joy and enrichment of 
gives us. Those who presume that character and courage for the day 
they deserve much do not give ahead. 
thanks but give vent to bitterness, 

"For who makes you different from anyone else? What do you 
have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it why do you 
boast as though you did not?" 1 Corinthians 4:7, NJV. 

All in a New Heart 

All of these ingredients are relat- And these graces will be developed 
eq. A thoughtful person will be con- best when Jesus rules the heart, turn
tented; a contented person has faith ing it from greed and envy to service 
in God's wisdom: a wise man knows and thanksgiving. 
both how small and how great he is. 

"And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also 
ye are called in one body,· and be ye thankful." Colossians 3:15, KJV. 

-Author Unknown (Adapted) 
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As the Old Year Ends 

and 
the New Year Begins 

S olemn. and fearful, indeed, are crude oil-all of which constitute 
the times to which we have our daily necessities? Will we be 

come. For two years now we have able to buy food, etc.? Will there be 
been hearing doomsday pronounced looting and rioting if these problems 
upon the world because of anticipat- exist? Men are perturbed, wondering 
ed trouble from Y2K. But this should what to expect when the hand of the 
not be strange to those who are fol- clock strikes midnight on December 
lowing prophecy and history. 31 (Roman time). 

Interestingly, as it was when the These and other questions persist 
millennium ended in the year 999, so in the minds of Adventist Christians, 
it is today-men's hearts are stined too. Will the year 2000 mark the end 
and feelings of unrest are high on of everything? Will the battle of 
every hand with questions, ques- Armageddon begin? Will Christ 
tions, questions. What should we ex- come this year? How can the gospel 
pect? Is the end of all things at hand? reach everyone before He comes? 
What problems will the computer None of the church's questions 
create for us? Will the banking sys- and concerns should be in the minds 
tern fail, and, if so, what problems of Davidian Christians who at least 
will it create? What will happen to know some of the basic doctrines, 
stocks and bonds and portfolio in- though many are concerned about 
vestments? Will the needy who de- the problems posed in paragraph 
pend on government aid still get two. Many Davidian groups are ex
their checks through the bank? Win pecting something, but they are not 
anyone be able to make bank with- sure what it is: perhaps the three
drawals for their daily needs? Will and-a-half year war in Palestine; the 
we have water, lights, gasoline, sealing of the 144,000; the Assyrian 

(46) 



BAS HAN TIDINGS 47 VOLUME 15, NUMBER 4 

confederacy; the calling of the 
solemn assembly; the special resur
rection of Daniel 12:2; the slaughter 
of Ezekiel 9; the time to sell our 
property; when to leave the cities; 
when we should positively give up 
the use of milk and eggs. What a 
state of perplexity, confusion and un
rest is in the hearts of aU, Christians 
and non-Christians alike, concerning 
the new millennium. 

Bashan Davidians who are pa
tiently waiting, watching, and study
ing, have none of these concerns pre
occupying their minds. Should they 
be callous and indifferent to any of 
these concerns? If not, what should 
be their attitude to the whole sce
nario posed in the above paragraphs? 
Do we, as Bashan Davidians, have a 
sure road map to follow in these and 
further days of crisis ahead? 

Only the Living, Never-Erring 
Spirit of Prophecy Can 

Give Right Answers 

"To any informed Davidian with 
a clear-thinking mind, there is but 
one answer consistent with Divine 
procedure: only the ever-hovering 
guidance of the cloud by day and the 
fire by night; only the Voice from the 
Chariot of God, the Voice of Inspi
ration, speaking through the third 
gift of the Spirit-inspired teachers. 
In short, only the ever-living, abid
ing Spirit of Prophecy at work in our 

midst can give us the answers, point 
the way, set us in motion, direct our 
steps, and keep us steadfast through 
all the vicissitudes of the way, and 
take us triumphantly through the 
portals of Glory. 

" 'So important is the living Spirit 
of Prophecy in the Church, as the ex
perience of the "the young man" 
(Zech. 2: 1-4) proves, that regardless 
of one's zeal, sincerity, and integrity, 
[one] cannot rightly serve God with
out It, that even one's best work and 
intention are bound to be at cross 
purposes with God's .... '-lTG 12: 
17:2. 

" ' ... Sacred history proves that 
nothing has ever prospered in God's 
work without the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in its midst.' "-lTG 10: 
20:2. 

" ' ... The only safe way by which 
God's servants and His Church can 
be free from error, full of faith, with
out guile in their mouth (all speaking 
the same thing), is the never erring 
guide-"the Spirit of Prophecy." The 
acceptance of so-called truth, with
out Inspiration, is the devil's trap of 
deception, and they who advocate 
such fallacious teachings are the 
hardest and most impossible to res
cue from Satan's bottomless pit; for 
he makes them believe that confes
sion of their errors would disqualify 
them for teachers and dishonor their 
high standing.' -2SR 286: 1." -The 
Timely-Truth Educator, "The Serv-
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ant and the Porte~;" pp. 13, 14. 
" ... Up to a certain time God's 

people do not know the day and the 
hour, but if they continue to receive 
meat in due season a day will come 
when this servant is going to be 
made aware of that hour, of that 
day."-11 Code 12:8:0. 

What is the "meat in due season" 
you are receiving from God's servant 
at His holy hill, and how is it being 
dispensed? Do you value the publi
cations sent out each month to help 
you in your character development? 
Do you put into practice the princi
ples of truth which are opened to you 
monthly and quarterly to help you to 
achieve a "daily Christ-like deport
ment" (the wedding garment)? Do 
you spend the precious time the Lord 
has given you each day in "prayer, 
Bible study, and self-examination" 
(GW 100)? Is it possible that you are 
taking much time to study, but not 
studying the "very present truth" for 
this time as the Jews did and the 
Laodiceans are doing? 0, Brother, 
Sister, how serious are these 
thoughts! The enemy tries to keep 
some from studying anything. He 
tries to keep others engrossed with 
the wrong topics-the former rain 
writings and moot points that are not 
found in the Golden Bowl or points 
that are not clear to us at this time. 
Everyone is anxious for answers to 
what is not made plain to us as yet, 
but not everyone is anxious to know 
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his "day-to-day duties." Says the 
Rod of God: 

~'I am certain, however, that God 
will not keep us ignorant of the 
things we ought to know. If it be
comes necessary for us to know 
ahead of time the day and hour of the 
purification of the church [and all the 
end time events leading up to it], the 
antitypical Passover, we will be told. 
Yes, we shall know at least as much 
in advance as Moses knew about the 
Passover in his day. He did not know 
months ahead the day and the hour 
of the events that were then to take 
place, but he was instructed of his 
and of the people's duties and of 
what to expect from day to day. 
Neither did he know beforehand that 
they were to come up against the 
Red Sea, but as the cloud led them 
there, and as the Egyptians followed 
close behind, he was then told what 
to do. Moreover, at the time they 
crossed the Sea, he did not know that 
they were to spend forty years in the 
desert nor that the grown-ups among 
them were to perish while on their 
journey to the Promised Land."-
2TG41:3,4. 

In like manner we at this time do 
not know all about the events leading 
up to the purification of the church. 
We do not know more than what is 
written in the publications, the 
"Golden Bowl," or how to harmo
nize and put the several statements 
together on end-time events until the 
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Lord in His mercy leads us by the 
"cloud" by day, and the "fire" by 
night.· So, until that time, all are cau
tioned just simply to wait, to hold 
back private opinions and ideas, and 
not to teach them in the name of the 
Rod. 

But, in so doing, what specific in
structions does the Lord have for us 
at this time? Must we sit and wait in 
idle expectancy . concerning "our 
day-today" duties? No! We must put 
forth every effort to study the mes
sage, to understand it, to apply its 
truths in our daily lives, and to leave 
what we do not understand until the 
Lord makes it clear to us through the 
living Spirit of Prophecy. 

" ... The only safe and sane proce
dure is to read closely every page of 
the solemn message contained 
the The Shepherd's Rod publica
tions.] Let not a line escape your at
tention. Study every word carefully 
and prayerfully. Be an earnest and 
diligent student of the Truth, and 
'prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good.' l Thess. 5:21. 

"As their record shows, the Bere
ans made a thorough and unbiased 
investigation of the messages which 
came to them, that might know 
whether 'those things were so.' In so 
doing they were neither misled by 
the enemy nor reproved by Inspira
tion, but rather were led by their 
open-mindedness to keep pace with 
the Truth, and were honored for their 
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noble course .... "-4 Tr. 7:1. 
"It is imperative, therefore, that 

every Present-truth believer teach 
and practice only. Present Truth
teach not short of nor beyond what is 
published, weave not into .it private 
interpretations or constructions, the
ories, and ideas, and do nothing less 
or nothing more than what the .mes
sage calls for." -4 Ans. 69: 1. 

"The Bible and the books of the 
Spirit of Prophecy being the sole 
source of The Shepherd's Rod mes
sage, ... when the Rod is taught, the 
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy are 
taught. And since none but the Spirit 
of Truth, who transmitted the mys
teries of Inspiration, can interpret 
them, then those who attempt to 
teach them without this Inspired in
terpretational authority, inevitably 
fall into the forbidden practice of pri
vate interpretation (2 Pet. 1 :20)--the 
great evil which has brought Chris
tendom into its present almost 
boundless state of schism and conse
quent confusion, strife and impoten
cy. 

"As we dare not fo!Jow in such a 
path, we must therefore, as teachers 
of The Shepherd's Rod (the official 
publications of the Davidian Sev
enth-day Adventist Association), 
teach only in the light of the Rod 
those passages which in one way or 
another need to be interpreted. Thus 
only will all Present-truth believers 
ever become of the same mind, see-
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ing eye to eye and speaking the same 
things (1 Cor. 1:10; 1 Pet. 3:8; Isa. 
52:8). 

"And such as do choose to engage 
in private interpretations are re
spectful1y asked to desist from teach- .. 
ing in the name; of the Rod and at its 
expense. Let them, like honest men; 
teach in their own names, and at their 
own expense."-5 Ans. 55, 56. 

"Do not· weave into The Shep
herd's Rod message your own inter
pretations ofthe Bible and of Sister 
White's writings, nor any of your 
constructions on anything that is 
written therein before first submit~ 
ting your points to this office. If your 
claim on a subject, which you may 
hold as being correct, is found so and 
accepted as of value by this office af
ter a careful examination, we can 
have it published and distributed 
throughout our ranks, .if that is your 
desire. But if we see no light in your 
verbal presentation or document of 
your claims, we shall so inform you 
as quickly as possible. Then if you 
do not feel clear to yield to our judg
ment, be pleased to know· that we 
shall not attempt to block your way 
of teaching the same, nor oppose 
those who wish to read or listen to 
your discourses. 'Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind' 
(Rom. 14:5), is our position. 

"But if any of you are already 
guilty of teaching something of your 
own at the ROD's expense, you will 

have 30 days from date in which you 
may, in writing, notify this office, 
stating the topic of ybur doctrine and 
your intention in reference to it. Ifit 
is your desire to retract, do so and 
there shall be nothing held against 
you. But if you fail to comply with 
the conditions herein stated; be noti
fied now that you may hand or send 
in your resignation within the time 
specified and we shal1 relieve you• of 
any future obligations to our mes
sage. 

"Anyone violating this command 
will be dealt with as an unfaithful 
watchman; as one giving the trumpet 
an uncertain sound. (See our tract 
number 4, lntest News for "Mother," 
pp. 65, 66.)"-The Symbolic Code, 
Vol. 1, No. 4, p. l :4-6. 

Anyone can see what the Rod's 
burden was in the aforequoted pas
sages. It is "imperative" that we all 
speak and teach only present truth, 
that which is published (what is in 
the Golden Bowl), and to teach it on:.. 
ly in the light which the Rbd gives, 
and not in the light of our own un
derstanding. 

How only can one be spared from 
teaching his own "private interpreta
tions"? By being in strict conformity 
to only what is revealed to us in the 
"Golden Bowl;" and by giving undi
vided attention to what the Lord says 
in the following statements: 

"The Spirit of Prophecy, there
fore, is God's means of communicat-
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ing from Heaven directly to His 
church on earth, as well as of unfold
ing the sealed prophecies to her."-
2TG 45:6. 

" .. .Inspiration ... plainly declares 
that the Scriptures are not privately 
interpreted-not without the Spirit 
ofGod in the man, not by the man 
alone, and not without God's own 
appointment. And the reason given, 
you note, is the very fact that prophe
cy did not come by the will of man, 
but by the will of the Spirit through 
'holy men of God.' This, Brethren, is 
Heaven's law and order, and who are 
we to change it? To put your trust in 
private interpretation is therefore to 
barter your soul to man, Concerning 
such a perilous practice, the Lord 
commands: 

"Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils, for wherein 
is he to be accounted of? Isa. 2:22." 
-2TG45:7. 

My closing thoughts to you are: 
Strive to live up to Fellowship Cer
tification. Be patient, be sober, re
deeming the time each day. Be wor
thy of your signature on the Appli
cation. Know that by God's grace 
you are living up to an the teachings 
which you affirm that you unre
servedly embrace. Whether you are 
an authorized shepherd or member, 
live up to .your professiQn. If you find 
that you cannot, then you should be 
honest and respectfully return your 
card. 
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Those who do not have a Fellow
ship Certificate but who have been 
faithfully supporting the work, read
ing the publications, and attending 
meetings, you should allow no con
sideration to keep you from buying 
"the pearl" of great price to enable 
you to "pay the price." 

"We must comply with all the re
quirements-pay the price ... Those 
desiring the Certificate .of Fellow
ship must pay the price."-11 Code 
3:10:0. 

Asto your worthiness to be iden
tified with the Davidian Association, 
the Rod says: 

"One's support of the timely 
Davidian message, and his living out 
its principles (baptism, Sabbath ob
servance, along with the rest of the 
ten commandments, vegetarianism, 
dress reform, total abstinence from 
tobacco and alcoholic beverages, 
and all else contained in the Spirit of 
Prophecy), are the truest witnesses 
of his affiliation, and the only gen
uine visible certification of the fact. 
These are the only absolutely con
vincing evidences of one's worthi
ness to membership in the Davidian 
Seventh-day AdventistAssociation. 

"To those who make request, the 
Association will send an Application 
for Fellowship. If the applicant is un
able to comply in full with an there
quirements of the message, then to 
his Application he must attach a sat-
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isfactory statement of explanation. 
[All Applications are to be co-signed 
by the leader of the group unless you 
are an isolated member.] Otherwise 
a Certificate of Fellowship cannot be 
granted:'.,..--5 Ans. 82, 83. 

Please prayerfully reflect on these 
solemn words: 

" ... There were Jobs before the 
Job of the Bible ... there were Jobs 
since him ... there are Jobs today, and 
there will be Jobs till Kingdom 
come. Their faith in God willbe in 
truth and in confidence, whether in 
weal or in woe, in ' sickness or in 
death, and nothing will be able to 

. mpve them from Heaven's message 
for the day. They wilLknow that it is 
to be either their life or their death, 
and to life will they cling. They will 
not be found murmuring, .doubting, 
aceusing; or despairing, for whatso
ever their lot while inside God's 
hedge, they will know it is His will 
for them.".:._._;,2 TG 46:45, 46. 

''If you, Brethren, stay inside 
God's hedge ofinspired revelation, 
and walk with Him as did Enoch of 
old, you will have Him by your side 
every step of the way. So whatever 
your burden, leave it with Him, and 
He Himself will bear it for you to tri
umph. Know that He has heard your 
prayer and that He will grant your re
quest as He sees fit to carry out His 
plan for you and for His gospel to
day."-Id., pp. 47, 48. 

" .. .It is, therefore, absolutely es-
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sential that Present Truth believers 
first·seek the upbuilding of the King
dom of God and His righteousness if 
they are to prosper. (Matt. .6:28-34). 
Let us ever; remember that if we are 
completely on the Lord's side, be~ 
hind God's hedge, as was Job, we 
need not fear anything, not even the 
devil."-1 TG 13:9:0. 

"Finally, matured. Christianity is 
the image of God in His people 
when they are fully grown-when 
they are gathered one by one out ·of 
all nations and brought· 'into their 
own land' (Ezek. 34:11-13); where 
and when their blood is cleansed, 
their stony heart taken from them, 
and hearts of flesh with the law 0f 
God engraved thereon are given 
them in victorious and jubilant ex
change; when they all know and 
serve the Lord; for, declares the 
Scriptures: 'A new heart also will I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you: and !will take away the 
stony heart out ofyour flesh, and I 
will give you'an heart offlesh.And I 
will put My Spirit within you, and 
cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and ye shall keep My judgment, and 
do them.' Ezek: 36:26,27. Thus it is 
they are then and there made ready 
for translation, 

"Which now will it be for us~the 
way glorious or inglorious, of serv
ing . God and others, or Satan and 
self? To serve God and mankind is 
noble, but to serve Satan and self is 
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base. Shall we not, then, gladly , there shall be a tabernacle for a shad
choose to feast on God's butter and ow in the day time from the heat, and 
honey so that we may know the dif- for a place of refuge, and for a covert 
ference between good and evil, and from storm and from rain. For the 
learn to choose the good and tore- 1 Lord shall comfort Zion: He will 
fuse the evil? Shall we choose to be comfort all her waste places; and He 
spared from destruction, and to be will make her wilderness like Eden, 
take.n to 'the glorious land'? God and her desert like the garden of the 
forbid that any turn down His most Lord; joy and gladness shall be 
gracious invitation. It is now up to found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
each to either take hold of or to miss voice of melody. Therefore the re
what Christianity has for him. I deemed of the Lord shall return and 
plead with you to make it your chief come with singing. unto Zion; and 
business to obtain the promised everlastingjoy shall be upon their 
blessings, that you may escape the head: they shail obtain gladness and 
destruction of the wicked, of the un- and sorrow and mourning shall 
believing and doubting, and be 'left,' flee away.' Isa. 4:3, 6; Isa. 51:3, 
forever to enjoy the promise: 1 L"-2 TG 45:20, 21. 

" 'And it shall come to pass that 0, Beloved, let not one of us fail 
he that is left in Zion, and he that re- to be ready for that most glorious 
maineth in Jerusalem, shaH be called day. May Heaven's peace and spiri
holy, even everyone thatis written tual prosperity fill our souls as we 
among the living in Jerusalem: ... and enterthe new millennium. 
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SEMINAR 1999 TAPE LIST 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

S606 Hope ..................................... , ...... 90 
S607 Health Reform ..................................... 30 
S608 Symposium-Directory Hunting ...................... 90 
S609 Temples Type, Part l ................. , ....... , ...... 90 
S610 Temples Type, Part II ................................ 30 
S611 Dawdling in the Narrow Way ......................... 30 
S612 Hearing and Health Reform ....................... , ... 90 
S613 Striving for Perfection ................... , ........... 90 
S614 Sanctify Yourselves ............. , ................... 30 
S615 Oral Health ................................... 0 ••• 90 
S616 The Leviticus and the Constitution ..................... 90 
S617 Obedience ................................... , .... 30 
S618 The Digestive Tract ................................. 90 
S619 Self"Examination .................................. 90 
S620 Reform and Overcome .............................. 30 
S62I Bashan's Earliest Workers ........................... 90 
S622 Reformation and Overcoming ................ 0 ••••••• 30 
S623 Bashan's Earliest Workers and Visitors ................. 90 
S624 Humility ......................................... 30 
S625 Reformation and Perfection .......................... 90 
S626 Revival and Overcoming ............................ 30 
S627 Ezekiel 4 ......................................... 90 

Cost of Tapes: 30 minutes..:__$1.00; 45 minutes-$1.50; 60 min
utes-$2.50; 90 minutes-$3.00; Entire set-$45.00. AU monies 
must be in U.S. currency. 0 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"The knowledge of the way of the Lord is increasing, and will continue 
to increase. Heresy and superstition are clothing the world in the sackcloth 
garments of rebellion and transgression. Literature and cheap ficition of 
every order is circulated like the leaves of autumn, and the minds of thou
sands are so taken up with irreligious, cheap trash that there is no place in 
the mind for solid reading. The Word of God and all that would elevate man 
from his degradation is passed by with indifference. 

"But the Word of God contains the truth, and all those who support the 
truth of God for this time are doing their work for time and for eternity. 
Those who bring the Word of God into mind and heart are distinctly taking 
their stand on the side of God and the universe of heaven. They will stand 
heart to heart and hand to hand in defense of the holy and the pure, that 
which will stand the test of ages. Those who support error by word and pen 
and voice, and by the oppression of those who are linked with the truth, are 
ranged upon the other side, with the first great apostate and the evil men 
who are his agents. The Word declares of these that they shall 'wax worse 
and worse, deceiving and being deceived.' And on one of these two sides, 
men will labor to the end. 

"All our powers belong to God. They are His by creation, and by re
demption. God has given to every one His measure of power, and He ex
pects each to put it forth on the side of truth. Thus it is to shine forth. The 
Christian is to stand with undivided interest on the Lord's side. 'Now 
abideth faith, hope, love.' Faith looks through discouraging difficulties, and 
lays hold of the unseen, even Omnipotence, therefore it cannot be baffled. 
Faith, hope, and love are sisters, and their works blend perfectly to shine 
amid the moral darkness of the world. The children and the youth are to be 
instructed, the ignorant are to be taught by patient effort to know what is 
truth. It is to be given them line upon line."-Manuscript 46, May 2, 1897, 
"The Entrance of Thy Word Giveth Light."-This Day With God, p. 131. 
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