
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

'I1ie Mender of '13rokg_n 'lfiings 
Have the threads of faith in your life grown thin? 
Are they twisted by times of doubt? 
Is God silent although you've prayed and prayed 
And you feel there is no way out? 
Sometimes God's silent while working His plan, 
But He's there and hears all your prayers. 
So do not give up ... God is in control. 
You matter to Him and He cares. 
He sees all the threads, so tangled and worn, 
And He knows each trial your life brings. 
Just turn every fragment over to Him ... 
He's the mender of broken things. 
In His love, rest and trust in His ways; 
He'll work all for good, you will see. 
The more that you trust, your faith will grow strong, 
So trust as you wait patiently. 
God's time is right-not early or late. 
Each flaw in your life He'll refine, 
And one day from your tangled threads He will make 
A beautiful, brand-new design. 
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GUARDING THE AVENUES OF THE SOUL 

Guarding the Senses 

'Those who would not fall a prey 
to Satan's devices, must guard well 
the avenues of the souL. .. "-FLB 
241:1. 

What are the avenues of the soul? 
What is the meaning of avenues? 
One of the definitions given for av
enue is a way of approach to some
thing. Books are the avenues to 
knowledge. Why is it so important to 
guard the avenues of the soul? 

" ... They must avoid reading, 
seeing, or hearing that which will 
suggest impure thoughts."-Id. 

To guard the avenues of the soul 
is to guru:d the senses (3T 507). We 
must avoid reading, seeing, hear
ing-this means we must guard our 
eyes and our ears. The only way we 
can do this is by earnest prayer, un
ceasing watchfulness, and by having 
God's words abiding in our hearts. 
Thus we win be fortified to ward off 
Satan's attacks. Our hearts must be 
pure and this can happen only as we 
allow Divine grace to talce over. 

'Those who would not fall a prey 
to Satan's devices must guard well 
the avenues of the soul. ... The mind 
should not be left to wander at ran
dom upon every subject that the ad
versary of souls may suggest. 'Gird 
up the loins of your mind,' says the 

apostle Peter, 'be sober. .. not fash
ioning yourselves according to the 
former lusts in your ignorance: but 
as He which hath called you is holy, 
so be ye holy in all manner of living.' 
Says Paul, 'Whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatso
ever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.' This will re
quire earnest prayer and unceasing 
watchfulness. We must be aided by 
the abiding influence of the Holy 
Spirit, which will attract the mind up
ward, and habituate it to dwell on 
pure and holy things. And we must 
give diligent study to the word of 
God. 'Wherewithal shall a young 
man cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to Thy word.' 'Thy 
word,' says the psalmist, 'have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee' (PP 460)."-MYP 285, 
286. 

Like the psalmist, we must be 
determined to pray that God would 
"set no wicked thing before our eyes." 
Ps. 101:3. How do we answer this 
prayer? By keeping our eyes away 
from books, magazines, newspapers, 
articles, etc., many of which are cal
culated to set the wicked happenings 
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of the world before our eyes. In Sis
ter White's day, the most "dangerous 
resort to pleasure" was the theater. 
Today, that is only one of the danger
ous places of pleasure. Satan has 
worked assiduously to put many of 
these so--called attractions right in the 
homes. A few years ago, we only had 
to contend with the television. Now 
the enemy has brought the Internet 
right into our homes. It is true that 
one could learn many good and prof
itable things from the television and 
the Internet. But the enemy of our 
souls has worked to pervert these 
channels of knowledge by interspers-

1 ing his own agenda to captivate the 
thoughts and the mind. Not only is 
this true, bunhese take up valuable 
personal and family time. Not much 
time is left for Bible study, medita
tion, and prayer. 

.How Satan Works 

"Satan well knows the material 
with which he has to deal in the hu
man heart. He knows-for he has 
studied with fiendish intensity fur 
thousands of years--the points most 
easily assailed in every character .... 
As we approach the close of time, as 
the people of God stand upon the 
borders of the heavenly Canaan, 
Satan will, as of old, redouble his 
efforts to prevent them from entering 
the goodly land."-PP 459:3. 

"It was the traitors within the 
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walls that overthrew the strongholds 
of principle and betrayed Israel into 
the power of Satan. It is thus that Sa
tan still seeks to compass the ruin of 
the soul. A long preparatory process, 
unknown to the world, goes on in the 
heart before the Christian commits 
open sin. The mind does not come 
down at once from purity and holi
ness to depravity, corruption, and 
crime. It takes time to degrade those 
formed in the image of God to the 
brutal or the satanic. By beholding 
we become changed. By the indul
gence of impure thoughts man can so 
educate his mind that sin which he 
once loathed will become pleasant to 

.. him. 
"Satan is using every means to 

make crime and debasing vice pop
ular. We cannot walk the streets of 
our cities without encountering flar
ing notices of crime presented in 
some novel, or to be acted at some 
theater. The mind is educated to fa
miliarity with sin. The course pur
sued by the base and vile is kept 
before the people in the periodicals 
of the day, and everything that can 
excite passion is brought before them 
in exciting stories. They hear and 
read so much of debasing crime that 
the once tender conscience, which 
would have recoiled with horror 
from such scenes, becomes hard
ened, and they dwell upon these 
things with greedy interest. 

"Many of the amusements popu-
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lar in the world today, even with 
those who claim to be Christians, 
tend to the same end as did those of 
the heathen. There are indeed few 
an1ong them that Satan does not tum 

to account in destroying souls. 
Through the drama he has worked 
for ages to excite passion and glori
fy vice. The opera, with its fascinat
ing display and bewildering music, 
the masquerade, the dance, the card 
table, Satan employs to break down 
the barriers of principle and open the 
door to sensual indulgence. In every 
gathering for pleasure where pride is 
fostered or appetite indulged, where 
one is led to forget God and lose sight 
of eternal interests, there Satan is 
binding his chains about the soul."
Id. 459-460. 

How can we live in a world with 
corruption teeming on every hand? 
How can we guard the avenues of 
our souls and the souls of the tender 
lambs that God has entrusted to our 
care? How can we keep the enemy 
from putting out "our own spiritual 
eyesight so that we will call evil, 
good, and good, evil"? "Without hes
itation or argument, we must close 
and gua.rd the avenues of the soul 
against eviL"-3T 324:2. 

How God Works 
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the right hand, and when ye shaH tum 
to the left" Isa. 30:21. 

"Many narratives ofthe Inspired 
Word are given to teach us that the 
human family is the object of the spe
cial care of God and heavenly beings. 
Man is not left to become the sport 
of Satan's temptations. All heaven is 
actively engaged in the work of com
municating light to the inhabitants of 
the world, that they may not be left 
in the darkness of midnight without 
spiritual guidance. An Eye that never 
slumbers or sleeps is guarding the 
camp of Israel. Ten thousand times I 
ten thousand and thousands of thou
sands of angels are ministering to the 
needs of the children of men. Voices 
inspired by God are crying, This is 
the way, walk ye in it." -ML 88:1. 

"Till I come, give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine." 
1 Tim. 4:13. 

"God has given to His people the 
choicest reading matter. Let the Word 
of God find a place in every room in 
the house. Keep the Bible, the bread 
of life, in plain sight. Let the money 
spent for magazines [today, videos, 
the Internet, software programs, etc.] 
be spent instead for publications con
taining present truth, and let them be 
given a prominent place in the home. 
With all these may be placed 
before the children and youth. Nov- I 

"And thine ears shall hear a word I els should not a in th~~ 
behind thee, sa yin. g, This is the way, homes of those who believe in Christo 
walk ye in it, when ye shall tum to Do not keep before the youth that 
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which is represented as wood, hay, 
and stubble, for it will poison the ap
petite for that which is represented as 
gold, silver, and precious stones. The 
inclination for light, trashy reading 
is to be strictly denied. 

"Keep choice, elevating literature 
ever before the members of the fam
ily. Read our books and papers. 
Study them. Become familiar with 
the truths they contain. As you do 
this, you will feel the influence of the 
Holy Spirit. Every moment of life is 
precious, and should be spent in 
preparing for the future immortal 
life. Let the mind be stored with the 
elevating, ennobling themes of the 
Word of God, that you may be ready 
to speak a word in season to those 
who come within the sphere of your 
influence. The reading of our publi
cations will not make us mental dys
peptics. None of us will receive the 
bread of life to our injury, but as these 
books are read, the mind will be fur
nished with that which will establish 
the heart in the truth. 

"We must prepare ourselves for 
most solemn duties. A world is to pe 
saved. 0 • .In view of the great work to 
be done, how can anyone afford to 
waste precious time and God-given 
means in doing those things that are 
not for his best good or for the glory 
of God?" -ML 89. 

6 VOLUME 19, NUMBER 2 

gratitude which they feel, and the 
peace of God ruling within, cause 
them to make melody in their hearts 
unto the Lord and by words to make 
mention of the debt of love and 
thankfulness due the dear Saviour, 
who so loved them as to die that they 
might have life. No one who has an 
indwelling Saviour will dishonor 
Him before others by producing 
strains from a musical instrument 
which call the mind from God and 
Heaven to light and trifling things." 
-lT 509,510. 

"We can avoid seeing many of the 
evils that are multiplying so fast in 
these last days. We can avoid hear
ing about much of the wickedness 
and crime that exist. 

"To the active minds of children 
and youth, the scenes pictured in 
imaginary revelations of the future 
are realities. As revolutions are pre
dicted, and all manner of proceed
ings described that break down the 
barriers of law and self-restraint, 
many catch the spirit of these repre
sentations. They are led to the com
mission of crimes even worse, if pos
sible, than these sensational writers 
depict. Through such influences as 
these society is becoming demoral
ized. The seeds of lawlessness are 
sown broadcast. None need marvel 
that a harvest of crime is the result 

"God is glorified by songs of 'I "Say firmly: '. 0 J will close my 
praise from a pure heart filled with eyes to frivolous and sinful things. 
love and devotion to Him.oo.The My ears are the Lord's and I will not 
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listen to the subtle reasoning of the 
enemy. My voice shall not in any 
way be subject to a will that is not 
under the influence of the Spirit of 
God. My body is the temple of the 
Holy Spilit, and every power of my 
being shall be consecrated to worthy 
pursuits.' "-ML 88:2-4. 

Be determined to keep good 
books and good music in your home. 
Teach the children to love and appre
ciate the songs of Zion. Teach them 
to memorize the hymns of our faith. 
Thus God will be glorified in their 
lives in your homes. 

7 

" ... Be filled with the Spirit; 
speaking to yourself in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and malting melody in your heart to 
the Lord." Eph. 5:18, 19. 

"The history of the songs of the 
Bible is full of suggestion as to the 
uses and benefits of music and song. 
Music is often perverted to serve pur
poses of evil, and it thus becomes 
one of the most alluling agencies of 
temptation. But, tightly employed, it 
is a precious gift of God, designed to 
uplift the thoughts to high and noble 
themes, to inspire and elevate the 
soul. 

"As the children of Israel, 
neying through the wi.ldemess, 
cheered their way by the music of 
sacred song, so God bids His chil
dren today gladden their pilgrim life. 
There are few means more effective 
for fixing His words in the memory 
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than repeating them in song. And 
such song has wonderful power. It 
has power to subdue rude and uncul
tivated natures; power to quicken 
thought and to awaken sympathy, to 
promote harmony of action, and to 
banish the gloom and foreboding that 
destroy courage and weaken effort. 

"It is one of the most effective 
means of impressing the heart with 
spilitual truth. How often to the soul 
hard-pressed and ready to despair, 
memory recalls some word of God's 
·-the long-forgotten burden of a 
childhood song-and temptations 
lose their power, life takes on new 
meaning and new purpose, and 
courage and gladness are imparted to 
other souls!"-Ed. 167-168. 

Parents, are you so wrapped up 
with your own problems and the 
cares of this life that your children 
are left to play on the streets of your 
neighborhood? Or are you content to 
leave them to the mercies of the tele
vision? Do you supervise their Inter
net activities, their television view
ing, their music? How true are the 
inspired words written so many years 
ago that are applicable today. Climes 
are committed by school age chil
dren and youth as a result of seeing 
all the sensational programs on tele
vision. The Internet lures the unwary 
into pornography, evil and base 
crimes, kidnapping and murders, and 
many innocent lives are ruined, if not 
taken. Are you giving heed to these 
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solemn words? What solenm respon
sibilities rest upon you. What will 
you answer the Lord when He asks 
you for the flock, the beautiful flock, 
He has left to your care? May the 
Lord open your eyes to your respon
sibilities. 

It is not enough for you to have 
worship with your children, or to 
take them to church and Davidian 
studies, or to study the charts with 
them. All these things you should do. 
But it is important for you to seek the 
Lord earnestly for your own daily 
conversion in eating, dressing, and 
spealdng as a true Davidian, indeed, 
and, in short, for your giving up the 
pleasures of the world, however 
small they may be in your sight, and 
then seeking the Lord earnestly for 
the conversion of your children, that 
they may follow the godly example 
that you give them each day. Re
member, you are the example that 
your children will seek to follow. Be 
strictly honest with yourself and with 
all men, and see how the Lord will 
work for you and for the salvation of 
your children. 

"Yet we have a work to do tore
; sist temptation. Those who would 

not fall a prey l:o Satan's devices 
must well the avenues of the 

they must avoid reading, see
ing, or hearing that which will sug
gest impure thoughts. The mind 

I
. should not be left to wander at ran

dom upon every subject that the ad-
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versa..ry of souls may suggest. 'Gird
ing up the loins of your mind,' says 
the apostle Peter, 'be sober, ... not 
fashioning yourselves according to 
your former lusts in .... your igno
rance: but like as He which called 
you is holy, be ye yourselves also 
holy in all manner of living.' 1 Peter 
1:13-15, R.V. Says Paul, 'Whatso
ever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, what
soever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.' 
Philippians 4:8. This will require 
earnest prayer and unceasing watch
fulness. We must be aided by the 
abiding influence of the Holy Spirit, 
which will attract the mind upward, 
and habituate it to dwell on pure and 
holy things. And we must give dili
gent study to the word of God. 
'Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to Thy word.' 'Thy 
word,' says the psalmist, 'have I hid 
in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee.' Psalm 119:9, ll."
PP460:2. 

Heaven's Appeal 

"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth 
Me: and to him that ordereth his con
versation aright will I shew the sal
vation of God." Ps. 50:23. 
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"Come to Jesus just as you are, 
sinful, weak, and needy, and He will 
give you the water of life. You want 
a faith that reaches through the hell
ish shadow that Satan casts athwart 
your pathway. He is busily inventing 
amusements and fashions which win 
so take up men's minds that they 
shall not be able to spare any time for 
meditation. Teach your children to 
glorify God, not to please them
selves. They are His children-His 
by creation and by redemption. 
Teach them to shun the amusements 
and follies of this degenerate age. 
Keep their minds clean and pure in 
the sight of God,. .. Praise God. Let 
your conversation, your music, your 
songs all praise Him who has done 
so much for us. Praise God here, and 
then you will be fitted to join the 
heavenly choir when you enter the 
city of God. Then you can cast your 
glittering crowns at the feet of Jesus, 
take your golden harps, and fill an 
Heaven with melody. We shall praise 
Him with an immortal tongue. 

"As our Redeemer leads us to the 
threshold of the Infinite, flushed with 
the glory of God, we may catch the 
themes of praise and thanksgiving 
from the heavenly choir round about 
the throne; and as the echo of the an
gels' song is awakened in our earth
ly homes, hearts will be drawn clos
er to the heavenly singers. Heaven's 
communion begins on earth. We 
learn here the keynote of its praise. 
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"Praise the Lord; talk of His 
goodness; tell of His power. Sweet
en the atmosphere that surrounds 
your souL .. Praise, with heart and 
soul and voice, Him who is the health 
of your countenance, your Saviour, 
and your God."-ML 91. 

"All Heaven is interested in the 
happiness of man. Our heavenly 
Father does not close the avenues of 
joy to any of His creatures. The di
vine requirements call upon us to 
shun those indulgences that would 
bring suffering and disappointment, 
that would dose to us the door of 
happiness and Heaven .... He [the ; 
world's Redeemer] requires us to 
perform only those duties that will 
lead our steps to heights of bliss to 
which the disobedient can never at
tain. The true, joyous life of the soul 
is to have Christ formed within, the 
hope of glory."-FLB 226:2. 

"Day by day, and hour by hour, 
there must be a vigorous process of 
self-denial and of sanctification go
ing on within; and then the outward 
works will testify that .Jesus is abid
ing in the heart by faith. Sanctifica
tion does not close the avenues of the 
soul to knowledge, but it comes to 
expand the mind, and to inspire it to 
search for truth, as for hidden treas
ure; and the knowledge of God's will 
advances the work of sanctification. 
There is a Heaven, and 0, how 
earnestly we should strive to reach 
it."-MYP428:1. 0 



SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

[Taken from Bashan Communicator, Vol. 5, No. 1, pp. 8-21] 

A 11 well-informed Seventh-day I whoworshipthebeastandhisimage, 
Adventists know that the rise of and whosoeverreceiveth the mark of 

the Adventist movement (First-day 
and Seventh-day) was prophesied 
centuries ago in the following scrip
tures: 

"And I saw another angel fly in 
the midst of heaven, having the ever
lasting gospel to preach unto them 

! that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and 
people, saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour of His judgment is come: 
and worship Him that made Heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the foun
tains of waters. And there followed 
another angel, saying, Babylon is 
fallen, is fallen, that great city, be
cause she made all nations drink of 
the wine of the wrath of her fornica
tion. And the third angel followed 
them, saying with a loud voice, If any 
man worship the beast and his image, 
and receive his mark in his forehead, 
or in his hand, The same shall drink 
of the wine of the wrath of God, 
which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of His indignation; and 
he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels, and in the presence of the 
Lamb: and the smoke of their tor
ment ascendeth up forever and ever: 
and they have no rest day nor night, 

his name. Here is the patience of the 
saints: here are they that keep the 
commandments of God and the faith 
of Jesus." Rev. 14:6-12. 

The three angels thus brought to 
view, each proclaiming a separate 
and distinct message, represent a 
work of worldwide significance. 
They are seen to be preaching to the 
inhabitants of the earth (verse 6); 
therefore their work is in connection 
with the salvation of souls here on 
earth. Since at no time in earth's his
tory have angels been commissioned 
to preach the message of salvation to 
men, it is therefore obvious that the 
three angels described above are 
symbolic. This fact is borne out by 
the following statements: 

"This message is declared to be a 
part of the 'everlasting gospel.' The 
work of preaching the gospel has not 
been committed to angels, but has 
been entrusted to men. Holy angels 
have been employed in directing this 
work, they have in charge the great 
movements for the salvation of men; 
but the actual proclamation of the 
gospel is performed by the servants 
of Christ upon the earth."-GC 
312:1. 

"The three angels of Revelation 
14 represent the people who accept 

(10) 
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the light of God's messages and go 
forth as His agents to sound the 
warning throughout the length and 
breadth of the earth."-5T 455,456. 

"The three angels of Revelation 
14 are represented as flying in the 
midst of Heaven, symbolizing the 
work of those who proclaim the first, 
second, and third angels' messages." 
-6T 17:4. 

The first message, powerfuHy 
preached by William Miller and co
laborers from 1831 (see GC 331:1), 
declared that the judgment of God 
was about come. The second mes
sage, proclaimed also by the same 
group of people in 1844 (see 2SM 
104, 105), announced the fall of 
Babylon (the Protestant churches) 
because of their rejection of the first 
message. 

"Near the dose of the second an
gel's message, I saw a great light 
from Heaven shining upon the peo
ple of God. The rays of this light 
seemed bright as the sun. And I heard 
the voices of angels crying, 'Behold, 
the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet Him!' 

'This was the midnight cry, which 
was to give power to the second an
gel's message. Angels were sent 
from Heaven to arouse the discour
aged saints and prepare them for the 
great work before them. The most 
talented men were not the first to re
ceive this message .... Those entrust
ed with the cry made haste, and in the 
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power of the Holy Spirit sounded the 
message, and aroused their discour
aged brethren .... The most spiritual 
received this message first, and those 
who had formerly led in the work 
were the last to receive and help 
swell the cry, "Behold, the Bride
groom cometh; go ye out to meet 
Him!' "-EW 238:1,2. 

"Like a tidal wave the movement 
swept over the land. From city to 
city, from village to village, and into 
remote country places it went, until 
the waiting people of God were ful
ly aroused." -GC 400:2. 

Although this may not be under
stood by many of our people, it can 
be seen from the preceding quota
tions that the Midnight Cry message 
"was to give power to the second an
gel's message." And this it did 
worldwide. 

But there was to be a critical test 
of faith: In 1844 carne the disap
pointment when the Lord did not 
come at the time expected. Reveal
ing Divine design in the disappoint
ment, the Third Angel's message 
brought faith and courage to the sore- ,

1

. 

ly tried saints. Ellen G. White was 
used as God's mouthpiece to encour
age and steady in the faith the disap
pointed remnant. 

Not all the tenets of our faith were 
scripturally codified at once. For in
stance, light on the Sabbath came in 
1846; on health reform in 1863; on 
dress reform in 1864; and so on, thus 
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evidencing that Truth is progressive out an error. The fact that certain doc
and that it is given at the right time trines have been held as truth for 
to suit the needs of God's people. many years by our people, is not a 

"Different periods in the history proof that our ideas are infallible. 
of the church," declares Inspiration, Age will not make error into tmth, 
"have each been marked by the de- and truth can afford to be fair. No true 
velopment of some special tmth, doctrine will lose anything by close 
adapted to the necessities of God's investigation."--CWE 35:2. 
people at that time. Every new truth "Light, brethren, more light we 
has made its way against hatred and need."-TM 410: L 
opposition; those who were blessed "When God's people are at ease 
with its light were tempted and tried. and satisfied with their present en
The Lord gives a special truth for the hghtenment, we may be sure that He 
people in an emergency. Who dare will not favor them. It is His will that 
refuse to publish it? He commands they should be ever moving forward 
His servants to present the last invi- to receive the increased and ever-in
tation of mercy to the world. They creasing light which is shining for 
cannot remain silent, except at the them. The present attitude of the 
peril of their souls."-Id. 609:1. church is not pleasing to God. There 

An open-minded reading of the has come in a self-confidence that 
following quotations will further has Jed them to feel no necessity for 
prove to the reader that Tmth is ever more truth and greater light We are 
progressive: I living at a time when Satan is at work 

"Wonderful possibilities are open on the right hand and on the left, be
to those who lay hold of the divine fore and us; and yet as a pea
assurances of God's word. There are ple we are asleep. God wills that a 
glorious truths to come before the voice shall be heard arousing His 
people of God. Privileges and duties people to action."-5T 708, 709. 
which they do not even suspect to be "We must a moment think 
in the Bible will be laid open before that there is no nwre light, no more 
them. As they follow on in the path truth, to be given us. We are in dan
of humble obedience, doing His will, ger of becoming careless, by our in
they will know more and more of the difference losing the sanctifying 
oracles of God."-8T 322:3. power of truth, and composing our-

"There is no excuse for anyone in selves with the thought, 'I am 
taking the position that there is no and increased with goods, and have 
more tmth to be revealed, and that all need of nothing.' While we must 
our expositions of Scripture are with- hold fast to the truths which we have 
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already received, we must not look Many who claim to believe the truth 
with suspicion upon any new light have settled down at their ease, say
that God may send," -OW 310:4" ing, 'I am rich, and increased with 

"It has brought great rejoicing to goods, and have need of nothing.' " 
my heart to see the mar,relous trans- -CWE 35:3; 36:0, 1. 
formations that have been wrought Let us now tum to Revelation 
in the lives of some who thus chose 18:1-4: "And after these things I saw 
to advance by faith in the way of the another angel coming down from 
Lord, rather than to follow a way of Heaven, having great power; and the 
their own choosing. Had those earth was lightened with his glory. 
brethren in responsibility continued And he cried mightily with a strong 
to view matters in a false light, they voice, saying, Babylon the great is 
would have created a condition of fallen, is fallen, and is become the 
things that would sadly have marred habitation of devils, and the hold of 
the work; but when they heeded the every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
instruction that was sent, and sought unclean and hateful bird. For all na
the Lord, God brought them into the tions have drunk of the wine of the 
full light, and enabled them to render wrath of her fornication, and the 
acceptable service and to bring about kings of the earth have committed 
spiritualreformations."-2SM401:2. fornication with her, and the mer-

"We are living in perilous times chants of the earth are waxed rich 
and it does not become us to accept through the abundance of her delica
everything claimed to be truth with- cies. And I heard another voice from 
out exanrining it thoroughly; neither Heaven, saying, Come out of her, My 
can we afford to reject anything that people, that ye be not partakers of her 
bears the fruits of the Spirit of God; sins, and that ye receive not of her 
but we should be teachable, meek plagues." 
and lowly of heart. There are those Here we are told of another angel 
who oppose everything that is not in "come down from Heaven, having 
accordance with their own ideas, and great power; and the earth was light
by so doing they endanger their eter- ened with his glory." 
nal interest as verily as did the Jew- What does he do when he arrives? 
ish nation in their rejection of Christ He lightens the earth "with his glo-

"The Lord designs that our opin- ry." 
ions shall be put to the test, that we Since no angel in person is to ac
may see the necessity of closely ex- complish this work, and since the ef
amining the living oracles to see feet it has on the earth is far greater 
whether or not we are in the faith. than that of the three angels of Rev-
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elation 14, it becomes very important 
that we have a clear conception ofthe 
role of this mighty angeL To this end, 
we must satisfactorily answer the fol
lowing questions: Who or what does 
the angel represent? When will he 
come? How will he come? And why 
will he come? 

But before taking up these ques
tions, it is important to fix firmly in 
mind the following facts: (I) that the 
First Angel's message came to alert 
the world to the Judgment hour; (2) 
that the Second Angel's message was 
powered to arouse sleeping Christen
dom to know that because of their re
jecting the first message (EW 237), 
God's special favor was no longer to 
be extended to the Protestant church
es (Babylon); (3) that the Midnight 
Cry came to add power to the second 
message to arouse the discouraged 
saints who had been first disappoint
ed in 1843 (EW 238; GC 398-401); 
and (4) that immediately after the 
disappointment of 1844, the Third 
Angel's message was first introduced 
and was to expand until it should 
swell into the Loud Cry. 

But what do we find today?-the 
people of God asleep, seeing no need 
of greater light "Daily the church is 
being converted to the world."
COL316:0. 

As far back as October 2, 1868, 
the servant of the Lord was shown 
the state of God's professed people. 
Many were saying in their hearts: 
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" ... Why don't they prophesy smooth 
things, and cry: Peace, peace? Then 
everything would move on smooth
ly. 

"These are the true feelings of 
many of our people. And Satan ex
ults at his success in controlling the 
minds of so many who profess to be 
Christians. He has deceived them, 
benumbed their sensibilities, and 
planted his hellish banner right in 
their midst, and they are so com
pletely deceived that they know not 
that it is he,''-2T 440:1, 2. 

" ... Men and women are in the last 
hours of probation [Oct. 2, 1868], 
and yet are careless and stupid, and 
ministers have no power to arouse 
them; they are asleep themselves. 
Sleeping preachers preaching to a 
sleeping people!"-2T 337:2. 

"I am filled with sadness when I 
think of our condition as a people 
[May 30, 1882]. The Lord has not 
closed Heaven to us, but our own 
course of continual backsliding has 
separated us from God. Pride, cov
etousness, and love of the world have 
lived in the heart without fear of ban
ishment or condemnation. Grievous 
and presumptuous sins have dwelt 
among us. And yet the general opin
ion is that the church is flourishing 
and that peace and spiritual prosper
ity are in all her borders. 

"The church has turned back 
from following Christ her Leader, 
and is steadily retreating toward 
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Egypt. Yet few are alarmed or aston- with power and great glory."-6T 
ished at their want of spiritual pow- 18:1. 
er. Doubt, and even disbelief of the These affirmations of the True 
testimonies of the Spirit of God, is Witness reveal that our publishing 
leavening our churches everywhere. houses, our health institutions, and 
Satan would have it thus. Ministers our schools were designed to assist 
who preach self instead of Christ largely in lightening the earth with 
would have it thus. The testimonies the glory of God. But have they done 
are unread and unappreciated. God this? Sadly, Inspiration's answer is a 
has spoken to you. Light has been resounding "No!," as It attests: 
shining from His word and from the "God's law has been transgressed, 
testimonies, and both have been His cause betrayed [Nov. 1901], and 
slighted and disregarded. The result His institution made a den of thieves. 
is apparent in the lack of purity and The work of printing and circulating 
devotion and earnest faith among stirring appeals for the truth, which 
us."-5T217:1,2. should have been placed first, to 

But God will work to bring His which the time and the talent of the 
true servants to view (TM 410:1; 5T workers should have been devoted, 
80, 81). has received little or no attention. 

" .. .In a large degree through our 
publishing houses is to be accom
plished the work of that other angel 
[Rev. 18: 1] who comes down from 
Heaven with great power and who 
lightens the earth with his glory."-
7T 140:3. 

"The influence of these messages 
has been deepening and widening, 
setting in motion the springs of ac
tion in thousands of hearts, bringing 
into existence institutions of learn
ing, publishing houses, and health in
stitutions. AU these are instrumental
ities of God to cooperate in the grand 
work represented by the first, second, 
and third angels, the work of warn
ing the inhabitants of the world that 
Christ is coming the second time 

The commercial work, some of it of 
a most objectionable character, has 
gradually assumed the supremacy. 

" ... The work which ought to have 
been done has been left undone. Sa
tan's sentiments have been exalt
ed."-8T 92, 93. 

"These may be well represented 
as strange fire offered in the place of 
the sacred. Man has woven into the 
work of God his own defects of char
acter, devices that are human and 
earthly, delusions ensnaring to him
self and to all who accept them."
TM371:0. 

"The very wrong here mentioned 
[Sept. 24, 1895] may not have been 
committed in our institutions, but 
acts which these things represent 
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have been, and are still being done." 
-TM372:3. 

"Whole conferences are becom
ing leavened with the same pervert
ed principles .... The Lord will work 
to purify His church. I tell you in 
truth, the Lord is about to turn and 
overturn in the institutions called by 
his name."-Id. 372, 373. 

"The time past has shown that 
both teachers and students know 
very little in regard to the awful 
truths which are living issues for this 
time. Should the third angel's mes
sage be proclaimed in an lines to 
many who stand as educators, it 
would not be understood by them." 
-6T 165:2. 

"We talk about the first angel's 
message and the second angel's mes
sage, and we think we have some un
derstanding of the third angel's mes
sage. But as long as we are content 
with a limited knowledge [as early as 
1890], we shall be disqualified to ob
tain clearer views of truth." --GW 
251:2. 

"We are to throw aside our nar
row, selfish plans [by 1904], remem
bering that we have a work of the 
largest magnitude and highest impor
tance. In doing this work we are 
sounding the first, second, and third 
angels' messages, and are thus being 
prepared for the coming of that oth
er angel from Heaven who is to light
en the earth with his glory."-6T 
406:5. 
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"Then I saw [in her Loud Cry vi
sion] another mighty angel commis
sioned to descend to the earth, to 
unite his voice with the third angel, 
and give power and force to his mes
sage. Great power and glory were 
imparted to the angel, and as he de
scended, the earth was lightened with 
his glory .... The work of this angel 
comes in at the right time to join in 
the last great work of the third an
gel's message as it swells to a loud 
cry .... This message seemed to be an 
addition to the third message, join
ing it as the Midnight Cry joined the 
second angel's message in 1844."
EW277:1,2. 

We have seen (1) that the three an
gels of Revelation 14 represent the 
people of God with a solemn, three
fold message; and (2) that the mes
sage of the Midnight Cry, joining the 
work of the second angel, corre
sponds typically with the message of 
the Loud Cry, the message of the 
fourth angel of Revelation 18, join
ing the work of the third angel to 
"give power and force to his mes
sage."-Id. 

Thus we see that as there was an 
additional message ("Behold, the 
Bridegroom cometh .... ") (Id. 238: 1) 
to give rise to the Midnight Cry of 
the Second Angel's message in pow
er and force, there is to be an addi
tional message ("Behold, the Bride
groom cometh .... ") to give rise to the 
Loud Cry of the Third Angel's mes-
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sage in power and force. Explains In-~ around them, to lead them to reject 
spiration: the light from Heaven." -EW 241, 

"Near the dose of the second an- 242. 
gel's message, I saw a great light "The message of the fall of Baby
from Heaven shining upon the peo- Ion, as given by the second angel, is 
ple of God. The rays of this light repeated, with the additional mention 
seemed bright as the sun. And I heard of the corruptions which have been 
the voices of angels crying, 'Behold, entering the churches since 1844. 
the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to The work of this angel comes in at 
meet Him!' "-EW 238:1. the right time to join in the last great 

"Then I heard the voice of anoth- work of the third angel's message as 
er angel saying, 'Babylon is fallen, is it swells to a loud cry. And the pea
fallen!' A light shone upon those de- ple of God are thus prepared to stand 
sponding ones, and with ardent de- in the hour of temptation, which they 
sire for His appearing, they again are soon to meet I saw a great light 
fixed their eyes upon Jesus. I saw a resting upon them, and they united to 
number of angels conversing with fearlessly proclaim the third angel's 
the one who had cried, 'Babylon is message. 
fallen,' and these united with him in "Angels were sent to aid the 
the cry, 'Behold, the Bridegroom mighty angel from Heaven, and I 
cometh; go ye out to meet Him.' The heard voices which seemed to sound 
musical voices of these angels everywhere, 'Come out of her, My 
seemed to reach everywhere. An ex- people, that ye be not partakers of her 
ceedingly bright and glorious light sins, and that ye receive not of her 
shone around those who had cher- plagues. For her sins have reached 
ished the light which had been im- unto Heaven, and God hath remem
parted to them. Their faces shone bered her iniquities.' This message 
with excellent glory, and they united seemed to be an addition to the third 
with the angels in the cry, 'Behold, message, joining it as the midnight 
the Bridegroom cometh.' As they cry joined the second angel's ines
harmoni.ously raised the cry among sage in 1844. 
the different companies, those who "I saw that this message will close 
rejected the light pushed them and with power and strength far exceed
with angry looks scorned and derid- ingthemidnightcry."-EW277,278. 
ed them. But angels of God wafted What we need to know now is 
their wings over the persecuted ones, I when and how this angel arrives: "In 
while Satan and his angels were 1888 there came to the Seventh-day 
seeking to press their darkness Adventist Church a very definite 
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awakening message. It was designat
ed at the time as 'the message of 
Righteousness by Faith.' Both the 
message itself and the manner of its 
coming made a deep and lasting im
pression upon the minds of ministers 
and people, and the lapse of time has 
not erased that impression from 
memory. To this day, many of those 
who heard the message when it came 
are deeplyinterested in it and con
cerned regarding it All these long 
years they have held a firm convic
tion, and cherished a hope, that some 
day this message would be given 
great prominence among us, and that 
it would do the cleansing, regenerat
ing work in the church which they 
believed it was sent by the Lord to 
accomplish."-COR 23:1, 1941 edi
tion. 

"The time of test is just upon us, 
for the loud cry of the third angel has 
already begun in the revelation of the 
righteousness of Christ, the sin-par
doning Redeemer. This is the begin
ning of the light of the angel whose 
glory shall fill the whole earth."
RH, Nov. 22, 1892. 

Thus the message was termed by 
Sister White the "beginning of the 
light" that is to lighten the whole 
earth. 

I For any not conversant with the 
story of the 1888 Minneapolis Gen-
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time in the studies presented by El
ders E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones, 
see Testimonies to Ministers, page 
91:2, and Selected Messages, Book 
1, pages 234, 235, 361-377. 

"Several have written to me, in
quiring if the message of justification 
by faith is the third angel's message, 
and I have answered, 'It is the third 
angel's message in verity.' "-RH, 
Aprill, 1890. 

How was the message received? 
A few accepted it (including Sister 
White); more rejected it; and others 
were neutral-a very perilous posi
tion in which to be in a religious cri
sis, as the Spirit of Prophecy de
clares: 

"If God abhors one sin above an
other, of which His people are guilty, 
it is doing nothing in case of an emer
gency. Indifference and neutrality 
in a religious crisis is regarded of 
God as a grievous crime and equal 
to the very worst type of hostility 
againstGod."-3T 281:0. 

In the aftermath of the Minneapo
lis Conference, Sister White wrote: 
"The perils of the last days are upon 
us. Satan takes the control of every 
mind that is not decidedly under the 
control of the Spirit of God. Some 
have been cultivating hatred against 
the men whom God has commis
sioned to bear a special message to 
the world. They began this satanic 
work at Minneapolis. Afterward, 
when they saw and felt the demon-

l:ral Conference, and of what Sister 
White wrote concerning the message 
which came to the Church at that 
·----------· ------------~ 
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strati on of the Holy Spirit testifying 
that the message was of God, they 
hated it the more, because it was a 
testimony against them. They would 
not humble their hearts to repent, to 
give God the glory, and vindicate the 
right. They went on in their own spir
it, filled with envy, jealousy, and evil 
surmisings, as did the Jews. They 
opened their hearts to the enemy of 
God and man. Yet these men have 
been holding positions of trust, and 
have been molding the work after 
their own similitude, as far as they 
possibly could."-TM 79, 80. 

(For many years since the Min
neapolis General Conference, there 
has been in wide circulation a trench
ant statement on the consequences of 
the treatment accorded the 1888 
message, attributed to Sister White 
but declared by the E. G. White Es
tate Trustees to be apocryphal. 
Though the tenor of the statement ac
cords with that of her published 
statements on the subject, it wants for 
authoritative accreditation. So the 
student of the subject must be re
sponsible to seek the One Who leads 
into all truth, to know whether it is 
genuine E. G. White or, as claimed, 
apocryphal. Herewith is the state
ment in its dominant version: 

"If the people of God had gone to 
work right after the Minneapolis 
meeting in 1888, the world could 
have been warned in two years, and 
the Lord would have come ... .I saw 
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that Jones and Waggoner had their 
counterpart in Joshua and Caleb. As 
the children of Israel stoned the spies 
with literal stones, you have stoned 
these brethren with stones of sarcasm 
and ridicule. I saw that you willfully 
rejected what you knew to be truth 
just because it was too humiliating to 
your dignity. I saw some of you in 
your tents mincing and making all 
manner of fun at these two brethren. 
I also saw that if you had accepted 
their message we could have been in 
the kingdom two years from that 
date, but now we will have to go back 
into the wilderness and there stay 
forty years."-General Conference 
Bulletin, 1892.) 

As lhe message was rejected com
pletely by 1890, the question may be 
asked, Was there any further light to 
be revealed to the people of God 
from that time onward? For the an
swer, read carefully these self-ex
planatory statements from the Spirit 
of Prophecy and note the dates on 
which they were written: 

1. " ... God does not want any man 
to think that no other message is to 
be heard but that which he may have 
given. We want the past message and 
the fresh message."-RH, March 18, 
1890. 

2. "The prophet declares, 'And af
ter lhese things I saw another angel 
come down from Heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was light
ened with his glory.' Brightness, glo-
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ry, and power are to be connected 
with the third angel's message, and 
conviction will follow wherever it is 
preached in demonstration of the 
Spirit How will any of our brethren 
ktiow when this light shall come to 
the people of God? As yet, we cer
tainly have not seen the light that an
swers to this desctiption. God has 
light for His people, and all who will 
accept it will see the sinfulness of re
maining in a lukewarm condition." 
-RH,Aprill, 1890. 

3. "The light which will lighten 
the earth with its glory will be called 
a false light by those who refuse to 
walk in its advancing glory."-RH, 
May 27, 1890. 

4. "The question has been asked 
me, 'Do you think that the Lord has 
anymore light for us as a people?' I 
answer that He has light that is new 
to us, and yet it is precious old light 
that is to shine forth from the Word 
of truth. We have only the glimmer
ings of the rays of the light that is yet 
to come to us. We are not making the 
most of the light which the Lord has 
already given us, and thus we fail to 
receive the increased light; we do not 
walk in light already shed upon 
us."-RH, June 3, 1890. 

5. "Unless those who can help in 
are aroused to a sense of their 

duty, they will not recognize the 
work of God when the loud cry of the 
third angel shall be heard. When light 
goes forth to lighten the earth, in-
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stead of coming up to the help of the 
Lord, they will want to bind about 
His work to meet their narrow ideas. 
Let me tell you that the Lord will 
work in this last work in a manner 
very much out of the common order 
of things, and in a way that will be 
contrary to any human planning. 
There will be those among us who 
win always want to control the work 
of God, to dictate even what move
ments shall be made when the work 
goes forward under the direction of 
the angel who joins the third angel in 
the message to be given to the world. 
God will use ways and means by 
which it will be seen that He is takk 
ing the reins in His own hands. The 
workers will be surprised by the sim
ple means that He will use to bring 
about and perfect His work in right~ 
eousness."-TM 300:0 (Oct. 1, 1885). 

6. "There has been a departure 
from God among us, and the zealous 
work of repentance and return to our 
first love essential to restoration to 
God and regeneration of heart has 
not yet been done. Infidelity has been 
making its inroads into our ranks; for 
it is the fashion to depart from Christ, 
and give place to skepticism. With 
many the cry of the heart has been, 
'We will not have this man to reign 
over us.' Baal, Baal, is the choice. 
The religion of many among us will 
be the religion of apostate lsrae~ bea 
cause they love their own way, and 
forsake the way of the Lord. The true 
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religion, the only religion of the 
Bible, that teaches forgiveness only 
through the merits of a crucified and 
risen Saviour, that advocates right
eousness by the faith of the Son of 
God, has been slighted, spoken 
against, ridiculed, and rejected. It 
has been denounced as leading to en
tlmsiasm and fanaticism. But it is the 
life of Jesus Christ in the soul, it is 
the active principle love imparted 
by the Holy Spirit, that alone wiU 
make the soul fruitful unto good 
works. The love of Cmist is the force 
and power of every message for God 
that ever fell from human lips. What 
kind of a future is before us if we 
shall fail to come into the unity of the 
faith?"-TM 467,468. 

7. "In 1888 at the General Confer
ence held in Minneapolis, Minneso
ta, the angel of Revelation 18: 1 came 
down to do his work, and was 
ridiculed, criticized, and rejected. 
When the message he brings again, 
swells into a loud cry, it will again 
be ridiculed, spoken against,· and be 
rejected the majority."-Taking 
Up A Reproach, E. G White. 

8. "The message God sends 
through His servants will be scomed 
and derided by unfaithful shepherds, 
who tread down with their feet the 
feed of the pastures, giving the flock 
as food that which they have defiled. 
'Woe be unto the pastors that destroy 
and scatter the sheep of my pasture! 
saith the Lord.' "-RH, June 25, 1901. 
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9. "You have no right to manage, 
unless you manage in God's order. 
Are you under the control of God? 
Do you see your responsibility to 
Him? ... That these men should stand 
in a sacred place to be as the voice of 
God to the people, as we once be
lieved the General Conference to 
be-that is past. What we want now 
is reorganization."-General confer
ence Bulletin, 34th Session, VoL 4, 
Extra No. 1, April 3, 1901, p. 25, 
Cols. 1, 2. 

10: "In the manifestation of the 
power that lightens the earth with its 
glory, they will see only something 
which in their blindness they think 
dangerous, something which will 
arouse t.h.eir fears and they will brace 
themselves to resist it. Because the 
Lord does not work according to 
their expectations and ideals, they 
will oppose the work. Why, they say, 
should we not know the Spirit of 
God, when we have been in the work 
so many years?" -Bible Training 
School, 1907 (RH, Nov. 7, 1918). 

My Brother, my Sister, I am sure 
that you would not like to be in such 
a miserable condition. Would you? 

The ten statements aforequoted 
make it dear as daylight that the oth
er angel (figurative of those whoac
cept the light that is to join the Third 
Angel's II).essage) will direct the 
work (statement 5); that the revela
tion of the Loud Cry message win be 
called a false light by many of our 
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brethren (statement 10); that all who 
accept its light will see the sinfulness 
of remaining in the Laodicean con
dition-wretched, miserable, poor, 
blind, and naked (statement 2); and 
that we only have the glimmerings of 
the light that is to come (statement 
4). 

You may ask, "Exactly when was 
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this light to come?'' Since the mes
sage of 1888 was fully rejected by 
1890, and since we were to wander 
for forty years in a figurative wilder
ness, then the message had to come 
forty years after 1890. If you do not 
know of any such message, don't you 
think:, Brethren, you had better find 
out about it NOW before it is too late? 

THAT LIGHT AND POWER 

"It is to the thirsting soul that the fountain of living 
waters is open. God declares: 'I will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground.' To souls that are 
earnestly seeking for light and that accept with gladness every 
ray of divine illumination from His holy word, to such alone 
light will be given. It is through these souls that God will 
reveal that light and power which will lighten the whole earth 
with His glory."-5T 729:2. 

EACH TO THINK FOR HIMSELF 

"We must study the truth for ourselves. No Man 
should be relied upon to think for us. No matter who he is, 
or in what position he may be placed, we are not to look upon 
any man as a criterion for us. 

"Young men should search the Scriptures for them
selves. They are not to feel that it is sufficient for those older 
in experience to find out the truth; that the younger ones can 
accept it from them as authority. The Jews perished as a 
nation because they were drawn from the truth of the Bible 
by their rulers, priests, and elders. Had they heeded the les
sons of Jesus, and searched the Scriptures for themselves, they 
would not have perished."-TM 109:4, 2. 



THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

;Jt»~n~:'fti 
[Taken from The Youth's Instructor, October 10, 1895] 

1Ctj ne bitter winter's night a little 
V Irish boy stood in the streets of 
Dublin, homeless and friendless. 
Wicked men were making him their 
tool, and he was even then waiting to 
help in a crime. 

In the darkness a hand was laid on 
his shoulder. The face he could not 
see; but a kind voice said: "Boy, what 
are you doing here? The hour is late. 
Go home and go to bed." 

Shivering, he answered, "I have 
no home and no bed." 

"Poor fellow! Would you go to a 
home if I sent you?" 

"Indeed I would." 
"Well, then, go to such a street 

and number, ring at the gates, and 
give them the pass." 

''The pass? What's that, sir?" 
''The word that will let you in. Re

member, the pass is John 3:16. Don't 
forget, or you can't get within-John 
3:16. That's something that will do 
you good." 

The boy ran to the place. Timidly 
he rang the bell at the great iron 
gates. A gruff porter opened. "Who's 
there?" 

"Please, sir, I'm John 3: 16." His 
voice trembled with cold and fear. 

"All right," said the porter; 
"you've got the pass." 

Presently he found himself in a 
warm bed, the best he had ever known. 

Before going to sleep, he thought 
"That's a lucky name. I'll stick to it." 
In. the morning he had a warm break
fast before being sent away. 

Crossing a crowded street, he was 
run over, picked up unconscious, and 
taken to the hospital. Soon fever and 
delirium set in. In ringing tones he 
said, over and over: "John 3:16! It 
was to do me good, and so it has!" 

The words were heard all over the 
ward. Testaments were pulled out to 
find what he meant. So it came about 
that one and another read the words: 
"For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life;" 

After a while the lad's senses re
turned. A voice from the next bed 
said: "Well, John 3:16, how are you 
today?" 

"How do you know my name?" 
"I know," the voice went on; "you 

got it from the blessed Bible." 
"Bible? What's that?" 
The poor little waif drank in the 

answer, and said: "That's beautiful; 
it's all about love, and not a home for 
a night, but a home for always." 

He believed the precious truth. 
Friends w.ere raised up. He received 
an education, and grew up to a career 
of great usefulness. a 
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[By Randall Walton, Churchlight, Oct/Dec. 2002, p. 7] 

ost of us are acquainted with 
the whistles, beeps,.or guttural 

sounds which emanate from radio or 
television sets periodically and are 
preceded by an announcer who in
forms us that, "This is only a test" 
In case of a national emergency this 
would be a waming for the public to 
seek a secure shelter somewhere. But 
the test was a necessary measure to 
make sure that the system was work
ing and was reliable, 

Christians are given peliodi.c tests 
also which serve to measure their 
spiritual state and reliability. Interest
ingly, the word test is not found in the 
KJV, but a close synonym appears 
many times: temptation. 

However, temptation is a poor 
translation because it gives the 
wrong impression of the trials and 
tests which come to every child of 
God for the purpose of self-evalua
tion and discipline of the souL God 
allows trials and tests to come our 
way so that we may know our own 
strengths and weaknesses and win be 
better able to cope with the wealc
nesses, already knows us inti
mately.) 

The word temptation means to at
tempt to persuade or entice a person 
to do something which is morally or 
spiritually wrong, It is a blatant at
traction toward evil and may even in-

volve a suggestion or invitation to 
participate in wrongdoing. Thus, the 
Scripture which states that Jesus 
"was tempted in an points like as we 
are" (Heb. 4: 15) would be more cor
rectly stated "tested in an points as 
we are," for "God cannot be tempt
ed with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man" (James 1:13). 

The difference between tempta
tion and testing is that the former is 
meant to hurt and destroy while the 
latter has constructive motives. In the 
field of education, for example, a 
season of instruction is followed by 
a period of testing or examination so 
that both the instructor and the stu
dent may properly evaluate the 
progress (or the lack) of the student 
The purpose of the testing is con
stmctive and beneficial. It will pin
point any areas in which the student 
needs more help. 

The Trial of Your :Fruth 

Using the above information, we 
can gain much from Peter's admoni
tion in 1 Peter 1:6, 7: 

"Wherein ye greatly rejoice, 
though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold 
[TESTS]: That the trial of your faith, 
being much more precious than gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with 
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fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ" 

The trial or test is therefore a 
blessing and is more valuable than 
highly refined gold, for through these 
testings you are able to see the areas 
of weakness in your faith-and cor
rect them. 

This is not to say that such tests, 
or trials, are pleasant or exciting: to 
the contrary. Peter affirms that "the 
fiery trial is to try you as though 
some strange thing happened unto 
you" (1 Peter 4:12, 13). And he ad
vises us to not think it strange, "But 
rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings; that when His 

I glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
glad also with exceeding joy." The 
Lord allows the blessings of tlials to 
come our way because it is through 
them that we gain higher ground. 

It is possible then for us to rejoice 
and be happy in the Lord in the very 
center of fiery trials, because we 
know that through the fire we are 
deepening our relationship with 
Him. Each test tx'1at we pass makes us 
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a little stronger to meet future and 
greater tests. 

It is necessary that our faith in 
God be tried and proved. Too many 
people are prone to take their salva
tion for granted, as if an experience 
or conviction which took place 40 
years ago (more orless) is sufficient 
for today. A Christian's walk with 
God must be continually nourished, 
strengthened, edified, built up, or at
rophy begins to set in; the end result 
of ·that is death-spiritual demise 
which descends without a clap of 
thunder or forewarning. 

God, in His love and mercy, sends 
tests and trials to keep His people in 
proper condition, helping them to re
alize they can't make it without Him, 
causing them to humble themselves 
under the mighty hand of God, urg
ing them to renew their vows to ever 
love, serve, and obey their Creator 
and Lord. 

Need more tests? More are on the 
way, because God is faithful and 
wants us to have a joyful journey 
through this life! 

~ 
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HEALTH WAVE 

MILLET 

Question: Which grain, although known as the ''poor man's cereal," is used 
extensively in birdseed, is the staple of the long-lived Hunza people, is high 
in minerals, and is a more nearly complete protein than any other grain? 

Answer: Millet-a tiny, round, yellowish grain belonging to the grass fam
ily, Grarnineae. 

Used in the United States and.Canada for cattle feed, millet is the basic food 
of teeming millions in parts of Europe and Asia. 

From 500 B.C. when the vegetarian philosopher Pythagoras praised the high 
nutritive value of millet until the recent experiments at North Dakota Agri
cultural College, millet has continued to intrigue scientists to investigate its 
many significant properties. 

Millet possesses these important qualities: 

*A more complete balanced protein than most other grains 
*Less add-forming than other grains 
*Rich in minerals, vitamins, lecithin and amino acids 
*Easily digested by growing children and the elderly 
*Nonmucous-forming 
*A delicious, nutlike flavor 

After the fl.rst world war, millions of Russians faced starvation. They were 
forced to eat the millet they had put away for their chickens. Much to their 
surprise, on a diet almost exclusively of millet, they were not only saved 
from starvation but enjoyed better health than on their former diet 

This started American scientists experimenting with millet Experimental 
animals were given an exclusively millet diet and were found to remain in 
petfect health, whereas if they were given an exclusively wheat diet, they 
would die from vitamin and mineral defl.ciency. 

Any twentieth-century cook who wants to bring variety and superior nutri
tive value into the family's diet should defl.nitely give millet a try. Steamed 
milled served in a cereal bowl with milk, a few raisins and sliced bananas 
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makes a wonderful breakfast. Millet can be used in place of steamed rice in 
puddings, casseroles or pilaf and ground into flour for additions to your fa
vorite breads, pancake mix or desserts. I have even whipped the steamed 
millet with a little milk to resemble mashed potatoes for dinner.-Taken 
from Signs of the Times, October 1982. 

An improved process for cooking millet (and other grains): 

Put one cup of millet in two cups of cold water and let soak overnight. In 
the morning, pour off the water and add two cups of boiling water. Let sim
mer under the lowest heat possible for half an hour. The slow cooking pre
vents a loss of important food value and enhances the flavor. Use this fluffy, 
delightful dish with milk or milk substitute for a cereal, or pour some health
ful gravy over it. Here is the recipe for the 

Healthful Gravy 

Saute in 1/4 cup water: 

Add: 

2 tablespoons finely chopped onions 

2 doves garlic 

1;4 cup flour 

1h cup food yeast flakes 

1 teaspoon Sage 

1 teaspoon Savorex (Savita or Marmite) or 

2 tablespoons soy sauce 

2 cups water or vegetable stock, preferably 

Keep stirring to prevent lumps. Bring to boil and simmer gently until the 
flavors are incorporated. You may wish to add a few Baco Chips when 
done, before serving. Serve over hot millet, bulgar wheat, soy grits, whole
wheat yeast biscuits, etcetera. 



Newsletter and Tidings-
Special Treats 

I want to say a special thank you 
for providing meat in due season for 
the flock of God through the News
letter and the Bashan Tidings. Each 
has its own special treat! I look for
ward to receiving them. I like to 
wake up early in the mornings and 
read; when every other voice is 
hushed, I can hear God's voice 
speaking to me through His words. I 
feel good for the entire day. What
ever the challenges, God always 
brings me through them. 

I must tell you that February's 
Newsletter is very informative; and 
instructions, warnings, corrections, 
and forecasts of events present and 
future are there for us to adhere to. It 
came in the mail on Friday, and I was 
up as early as 1:00 a.m. on Sabbath 
to read. I was able to highlight the 
high points, mediate, and resolve by 
God's grace to follow in the way that 
He sees best for me. I want to be eli-

LETTERS 

gible for the sealing so I can stand 
with the Lamb on Mount Zion. 

Thank the Lord for this truth and 
for inspiration-the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in our midst, to feed His 
people. (New York) 

"Convicted More and More ... 
That It Is Pure Truth" 

I look forward to receiving the 
Rod literature. Please keep me on 
your mailing list 

I am convicted more and more as 
I read the Shepherd's Rod message 
that it is pure truth! It takes constant 
prayer and reading to dearly under
stand the real truth, especially the 
Kingdom message. It is quite inter
esting, especially in these last days. 

As I've mentioned above, please 
continue to send me the Shepherd's 
Rod literature. (Maine) 

Please Retain My Name 

Please retain my name on your 
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mailing list I enjoy the information I 
very much. (California) 

Start Your Own Organization 

Not long ago I went to visit my 
elderly mother-in-law. She brought 
out this envelope that she received. I 
looked inside and enclosed was a 
tract, The Unerring Eye That Reads 
the Church ManuaL She said, "Take 
it home and read it and see what it is 
all about." I brought it home and read 
it from cover to cover, and then took 
it back to her and said, "Of all the 
'off-shoot' movements going on, this 
has to be listed neru: the top." If you 
people do not agree with what the 
SDA church is doing and how they 
are doing it, why don't you start your 
own organization and break clear of 
the SDA church? Church bashing is 
not even a Christian thing to do at 
anytime. We have wonderful leaders 
in our churches and conferences and 
I give them my support. If you are 
unhappy with the church manual, 
then form your own group and don't 
complain about our church and the 
church manual. (Cai!ada) 

Loves the New Color 

Thanks for the latest Newsletter, 
tithe receipts, and Fellowship Certifi
cate. I love the new colors and for
mat for the Newsletter. (Pennsylva
nia) 

Pastors' Collective Effort to 
Fight the Rod 

The __ family mentioned to 
someone that they were having stud
ies with me and __ . So if the eld
ers confront me, due to the collective 
efforts that the pastors are carrying 
forward in this area, and ask us to 
leave we will leave. In some of the 
churches they are using the police. 
The elders in the small church I at
tend have said they will do whatever 
is necessary to protect their people. 
They spoke with ___ and she dis-
continued the studies. She said that 
she wants to apply the seven tests of 
a true prophet. Well, we know how 
that normally works. 
__ is still holding on and we 

study often. __ and ___ are 
still holding on with feeble knees, 

l am truly amazed at the loving 
kindness of God. I am really thank·· 
ful. (Washington) 

Requests Literature 

I have been studying some of your 
literature with a sister in Christ, and 
she said I could get your free litera
ture if I wrote in for it Please put me 
on your mailing li.st. (Nevada) 

Thankful f«111r Blessings 
Seen and Unseen 

I am thanld"ul for all of God's 
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blessings, seen and unseen. Thank 
you for the Newsletter, and the coun
sels and admonitions that are put in 
there for me. I also like the tint of 
color added to it. 

Please continue to pray for me 
and the six brethren that I an1 study
ing with. (Nevada) 

Flash Notice 

Flash-send us No More of this 
stuff-ever. EVER. (Montana) 

Enjoyed Reading 

I would like you to send me your 
Tracts Numbers 3, 15, 8, and 9. 

I have enjoyed reading what you 
have sent Thank you. (Texas) 

Young People Learn~ 
144,000 is a Literal Number 

___ 's eldest son has been hav
ing a weekly Friday night study with 
five of the young people in his 
church. He has successfully helped 
them to understand that the 144,000 
is a literal number, and that they will 
be the first fruits of the purified 
church. Could you please send them 
some literature to ~--'s address? 

All have enjoyed reading the 
March Newsletter. Its contents are 
very. inspiring. The article on "The 
Need and Importance of Worship" is 
one that is always read in our Wed-
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nesday Night Prayer Meetings. (Eng
land) 

83 Years of Life and 
Stm Sharing the Message 

Thanks be to God I am still in the 
land of the living. You can see from 
my writing that I am not the usual 
person, but I am still giving the dear 
Lord thanks and praise for 83 years 
of beautiful life. I must say that the 
Lord's name is worthy to be praised. 
Just a few lines to say I received the 
tracts and much thanks. I discovered 
that there is much need for tracts for 
the people to read. Most of the peo
ple are hungry. One of the Sabbath 
School teachers came to the study at 
the house. When she heard from 
Selected Messages about the third 
angel and the other angel, she was 
overwhelmed. She was pretty tense 
when she first accepted the invita
tion, but left a changed person. 
Thanks be to God. We were five in 
number the last study before I left the 
States. The subject was on Zechari
ah 4, and it was a marvel to the Sab
bath School teacher, as she heard it 
for the first time. 

I handed out all the tracts I re
ceived. My plea is, please send some 
to __ so she can keep the fire 
burning. 

I have no complaints; only thanks
giving. Enclosed are names and ad
dresses for the mailing list (Jamaica) 
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Eyes Opened and 
Thirsting for More Light 

I was given the tract, A Burdened 
Letter to All Nathaniels and Nicode
muses. As I began to read it, the Lord 
opened my eyes to a lot of informa
tion I did not lmow. I would like to 
know it You may send me all the in
formation you have on this message, 
for I am a child of God thirsting for 
more light (Georgia) 

Fully Believes the Rod 

Enclosed is the signed Applica
tion for Fellowship. I have read, and 
will continue to read the publications 
of the Rod because I fully believe 
this is God's voice on earth for His 
remnant, for my salvation, for my 
family's salvation, and the world's 
salvation. 

I will strive to advance His cause 
and be more determined than ever 
before to work for Him. (Minnesota) 

Head Usher Needs 
Church Manual 

We at are very interest-
ed in obtaining a number of The Un
erring Eye That Reads the Church 
Manual. I am the head and the 
Usher Board needs 25 copies of these 
tracts. I will need to know price and 
shipping charges. Thank you for 
your cooperation. (Alabama) 
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Unexpected Pleasure 

On arriving in Atlanta at 12:15 
p.m. we were unable to locate the 
brethren and the study was scheduled 
for 1 p.m. After waiting until 2:20 
p.m. we decided to return home. Just 
as we were leaving, the brethren 
came. There were two couples and 
four children with them. __ had 
invited these brethren, who were not 
members of the church. He did not 
even know them. They said that they 
decided to attend that church because 
of the terrible traffic problem. Nei
ther couple knew each other. After a 
good meal and fellowship, the study 
was presented. They both received 
the information but one couple 
showed more interest than the other 
and plan to return on the next visit. 
They also gave their names and ad
dresses. The Lord blessed our efforts 
and we are gratefuL (Alabama) 

The Lord is Leading 

About three weeks ago a man 
came to me in church, and asked me 
to come to his house and give him 
studies on the Spirit of Prophecy. 
When he heard the first two studies 
he called a friend to come to the stud
ies. So now I am studying with two 
new folks. How many people will 
come and ask you for studies! The 
Lord is leading; praise His name. 
(Illinois) 0 
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Thoughts from the Bible 

When everything looks sad, read Isaiah 400 

When you are tempted to do evil, read Psalm 139. 

When you are facing some crisis, read Psalm 46. 

When you feel discouraged, meditate on Psalm 23. 

When you are concerned about the f11ture, read Psalm 37. 

When you are alone or fearful, read Psalm 27 0 

When you are wondering about God's protection, read Psalm 107. 

\¥hen you are thinking of your salvation, read John 30 

When you are confronted by danger, read Psalm 910 

When you leave home for work or on a trip, carry with you Psalm 121. 

When you feel defeated, read Matthew 11:28, 30; Romans 8:31-390 

When you desire to understand the meaining of love, read 1 Corinthians 13. 

If you want to get along wen with your fellowmen, follow the instructions 
in Romans 12. 

If you have been promoted to a position of great responsibility, read 
Joshua L 

If you mourn the death of a loved one, read the message in 1 Corinthians 15 
and Revelation 2 L 

If you want to increase your confidence and faith in God, read Hebrews 110 

If you are facing difficulties, read Psalm 142. 

If you have sinned, read 1 John 1:7-9; Is[liah 53; and make Psalm 51 your 
prayer. 

Ifyou are afraid to read John and 20; Romans 8; and Revelation 
22. 

-Author Unknown 
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TAPE: LIST NO. 61 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

651 Fear, Health, Doubt (Fruit Salad) ..................... 60 
652 Trumpets 1, 2, 3, and 4 .............................. 90 
653 The Parabolic Harvest (Matthew 13) .................. 90 
654 How to Pray the Prayer that Moves the Arm 

of Omnipotence .................................. 60 
655 Questions and Answers, Prut l ....................... 90 
656 Questions and Answers, Part 2 ....................... 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

26 Tracing Down the Ron of Fast Fulfilling Prophecy ....... 90 
27 How Much Do You Value Your Soul? ................. 60 
28 For Those Only Whom God Will Cause to Ride 

Upon the Highs Places of the Earth .................. 45 
30 The Thrones of God ............................... 90 
32 The Voice of Mru-velous Things ...................... 60 
33 When Ye Think Ye Stand; Take Heed 

Lest Ye Fall .................................... 60 

Cost of Tapes: 30 minutes-$1.00; 45 minutes-$1.50; 60 minutes 
-$2.50; 90 minutes--.'\;3.00. All monies must be in U.S. currency. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

Christ's Object Lessons 

Christ Our Righteousness 

Counsels to Writers and Editors 

Education 

Early Writings 

The Faith I Live By 

The Great Controversy 

Gospel Workers 

My Life Today 

Messages to Young People 

Patriarchs and Prophets 

Review and Herald 

Selected Message, Books 1 and 2 

Testimonies, Volumes 1 through 8 

Testimonies to Ministers 

The Youth's Instructor 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"The Lord's care is over all His creatures. He loves them all and 
makes no difference, except that He has the most tender pity for those 
who are called to bear life's heaviest burdens. God's children must 
meet trials and difficulties. But they should accept their lot with a 
cheerful spirit, remembering that for all that the world neglects to be
stow, God Himself will make up to them in the best of favors. 

"It is when we come into difficult places that He reveals His pow
er and wisdom in answer to humble prayer. Have confidence in Him 
as a prayer-hearing, prayer-answering God. He will reveal Himself 
to you as One who can help in every emergency. He who created man, 
who gave him his wonderful physical, mental, and spiritual faculties, 
will not withhold that which is necessary to sustain the life He has 
given. He who has given us His Word-the leaves of the tree of life
will not withhold from us a knowledge of how to provide food for 
His needy children. 

"Some are always anticipating evil, or magnifying the difficulties 
that really exist, so that their eyes are blinded to the many blessings 
which demand their gratitude. The obstacles they encounter, instead 
of leading them to seek help from God, the only source of strength, 
separate them from Him, because they awaken unrest and repining. 

"Do we well to be thus unbelieving? Why should we be ungrate
ful and distrustful? Jesus is our friend; all Heaven is interested in our 
welfare; and our anxiety and fear grieve the Holy Spirit of God. We 
should not indulge in a solicitude that only frets and wears us, but 
does not help us to bear trials .... He invites the weary and care-laden, 
'Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest' Lay off the yoke of anxiety and worldly care that you have 
placed on your own neck, and 'take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.' Matt. 11:28,29. We may find rest and peace in God."-FLB 
63. 
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