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TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

Confession 

Sometimes I come to You in tears 
My heart so full of pain, 

Discouraged and disheartened 
You pick me up again. 

Sometimes I come to You in want, 
I grumble and complain 

And then You give just what I need 
And pick me up again. 

Sometimes I come to You in fear, 
I fight my dread in vain 

I cannot do it on my own
You pick me up again. 

Sometimes I come to You in thanks 
And then it's very plain 

That anytime I come to You 
You'll pick me up again. 

I always come to You in love, 
Whether in loss or gain 

You show me sweet compassion 
And pick me up again. 

-Gretta Viney 

April-June 2005 
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INVESTING TIME AND OTHER TALENTS 

Jemmy E. Bingham 

F:rom the Fon~word 

The Church has several categories 
of devotional books now. This year, 
the seniors' devotional book is To be 
Like Jesus. The "Foreword," written 
by the Trustees of the E. G. White 
Estate, contains some enlightening 
paragraphs about Sister White's 
statements and of her earnest desire 
to be like Jesus. The second para
graph says: 

"Talk as Christ talked. Work as 

Jesus, obeying Him, and seeking to 
be like Him."-par. 3. 

a difficult experience in 
her 70-year ministry, Ellen White 
wrote, 'Jesus is my preciou~ Savior. 
I want to copy the Pattern. How ex
act in principle and upright in con
duct was He! He gave no place to 
Satan when He was tempted. How 
wide awake He had to be to discern 
the tempter's wiles. Oh, if we would 
only walk and work as Jesus worked, 
how strict would be all our transac-

Christ worked. We must look to I tions with the brethren and unbeliev-
Christ and live. Catching sight of His 
loveliness, we long to practice the 
virtues and righteousness of Christ" 
(UL 344) 

Further, we are told that the book 
is "designed to help readers fix their 
eyes on Jesus, noting how He lived, 
studying His attitudes and practices, 
and encouraging them to follow His 
example. How important was prayer 
in His life? How did He relate to in
spired writings? How did He use 
time and other God-given talents? 
What was His attitude toward the 
world, toward the moral law, toward 
healthful living? The daily readings 
are grouped around these and other 
practical topics month by month, 
helping to make clear that salvation 
involves much more than simply 
saying, 'I believe.' It means loving 

ers, how tender, how charitable, how 
meek and lowly of heart would we 
become, because we have learned of 
Him. How dimly we reflect the great 
glory of our Lord! ... We need to be
hold Him more steadfastly; that we 
may be changed into His image."
par. 6. (7MR 

With such a challenging example 
before me, I entered the daily read
ing of this book on January 1 of this 
year with a sincere desire to conform 
my life to His life, and to gain as 
much instruction to help me in my 
aspiration. 

Each month's readings have been 
an incentive to be more like the Sav
ior. Are we not taught in God's Rod 
that we are going to be "Saviors" and 
"deliverers" on Mt Zion? (Ob. 21, 
17.) This, and much more, too. Here 

(3) 
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is a revolutionary thought in theol
ogy. The 144,000 will be "as God, as 
the angel of the Lord, before them" 
(Zech. 12:8). Where in the church are 
the theological students, scholars, 
educators, pastors who believe and 
teach tlris? Isn't it the popular teach
ing in the church that the wheat and 
the tares are to grow together "until 
Jesus comes," meaning that the 
church will be imperfect until Jesus 
comes again? What a gross misrep
resentation of the truth! Our Lord is 
coming back for a pure church, 
"without spot or wrinkle." So To be 
Like Jesus should be of special help 
to all God's children who are candi
dates for (one of or one with) the 
144,000-that pure and holy people 
in whom Jesus will be formed with
in. When this takes place, the Lord 
is to have an "army of workers" to go 
forth into all the world "conquering 
and to conquer." 

4 

"With such an army of workers as 
our youth, rightly trained, might fur
nish, how soon the message of a 
crucified, risen, and soon-coming 
Saviour might be carried to the 
whole world! How soon might the 
end come-the end of suffering and 
sorrow and sin! How soon, in place 
of a possession here, with its blight 
of sin and pain, our children might 
receive their inheritance where 'the 
righteous shall inherit the land, and 
dwell therein forever;' where 'the in
habitants shall not say, I am sick,' and 
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'the voice of weeping shall be no 
more heard.' Psalm 37:29; Isaiah 
33:24; 65:19."-Ed. 271:2. 

Using Time Faithfully 
(To Be Like Jesus, p. 72) 

For the month of March, we were 
given many insightful passages on 
the topic, "Investing Time and Other 
Talents." Among the daily readings 
for that month, the topics studied 
were: how we may improve our op
portunities for service, how regular
ity and promptness are religious 
duties, and how every talent is valu
able. This article will be drawn main
ly from To Be Like Jesus with addi
tional E. G. White quotations. 

"Christ has given to every man his 
work, and we are to acknowledge the 
wisdom of the plan He has made for 
us by a hearty cooperation with Him. 
It is in a life of service that true 
happiness is found. He who lives a 
useless, selfish life is miserable. He 
is dissatisfied with himself and with 
everyone else. 

"True, unselfish, consecrated 
workers gladly use their hlghest gifts 
in the lowliest service. They realize 
that tlue service means to see and to 
perform the duties that God points 
out 

"There are many who are not sat
isfied with the work that God has 
given them. They are not satisfied to 
serve Him pleasantly in the place that 
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He has marked out for them, or to do 
uncomplainingly the work that He 
has placed in their hand.s. 

"It is right for us to be dissatisfied 
with the way in which we perform 
duty, but we are not to be dissatisfied 
with the duty itself, because we 
would rather do something else. In 
His providence God places before 
human beings service that will be as 
medicine to their diseased minds. 
Thus He seeks to lead them to put 
aside the selfish preferences which, 
if cherished, would disqualify them 
for the work He has for them. If they 
accept and perform this service, their 
minds will be cured. But if they re
fuse it, they will be left at strife with 
themselves and with others."-8MR 
422:1-3, 5. 

5 

Why and How the Lord 
Disciplines His Workers 

(To Be Like Jesus, pp. 72, 73) 

"The Lord disciplines His work
ers, so that they will be prepared to 
fill the places appointed them. He de
sires to mold their minds in accor
dance with His will. For this purpose 
He brings to them test and triaL 
Some He places where relaxed dis
cipline and over-indulgence will not 
become their snare, where they are 
taught to appreciate the value of 
time, and to make the best and wis
est use of it 

"God trains some by bringing to 
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them disappointment and apparent 
failure. It is His purpose that they 
shall learn to master difficulty. He in
spires them with a determination to 
make every apparent failure prove a 
success. 

"Often men pray and weep be
cause of the perplexities and obsta
cles that confront them. But if they 
will hold the beginning of their con
fidence steadfast unto the end, He 
will make their way clear. Success 
will come to them as they struggle 
against apparently insurmountable 
difficulties; and with success will 
come the greatest joy. 

"Many are ignorant of how to 
work for God, not because they need 
to be ignorant, but because they are 
not willing to submit to His training 
process. Moab is spoken of as a fail
ure because, the Word declares, he 
'hath been at ease from his youth ... 
and hath not been emptied from ves
sel to vessel, ... therefore his taste 
remained in him, and his scent is not 
changed' (Jer. 48:11). 

["Thus it is with those whose 
hereditary and cultivated tendencies 
to wrong are not purged from them. 
Their hearts are not cleansed from 
defilement. They were given oppor
tunity to do a work for God, but this 
work they did not choose to do, be
cause they wished to carry out their 
own plans."-8MR 424:1.] 

"The Christian is to be prepared 
for the doing of a work that reveals 



BAS HAN TIDINGS 

kindness, forbearance, longsuffer
ing, gentleness, patience. The culti
vation of these precious gifts is to 
come into the discipline-life of the 
Christian, that when called to serv
ice by the Master, he may be ready 
to exercise the energies of heart and 
mind in helping and blessing those 
who are ready to die."-8MR 423, 
424. 

Trading Upon His Talents 
(To Be Like Jesus, p. 74) 

"There is no religion in the en
thronement of self. God asks us to be 
true to Him, to trade upon the talents 
He has given us that we may gain 
others. His will must be made our 
will in all things. Any departure from 
this standard degrades our moral na
ture. It may result in lifting us up, in 
enriching us, and in seating us beside 
princes; but in the eyes of God we are 
unclean and unholy. We have sold 
our birthright for selfish interest and 
gain, and in the books of Heaven it 
is written of us, Weighed in the bal
ances of the sanctuary, and found 
wanting. 

"But if we regard our talents as 
the Lord's and use them in His 
service by showing compassion and 
love toward our fellowmen, we are 
channels through which God's bless
ings flow to the world; and at the last 
great day we shall be greeted with the 
words, 'Well done, good and faithful 
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servant; thou hast been faithful over 
a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.' 

"Time, laden with precious, gold
en opportunities for serving the Lord, 
is fast passing into eternity. Dear 
reader, are you improving these op
portunities as they pass? You cannot 
afford to slight them; for you must 
stand before the judgment seat of 
God, to answer for the deeds done in 
the body. Do your words cheer and 
encourage those who come to you for 
help and comfort? Does your influ
ence. strengthen those with whom 
you associate? Are your possessions 
faithfully given to the Lord? 

"Consecrate yourself today to the 
Lord's service. Remember how brief 
is the period of life allotted to you. 
Say not presumptuously, 'Today or 
tomorrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy 
and sell, and get gain.' God may have 
different plans for you. You have no 
lease oflife in which to carry out your 
own purposes. Life is but a vapor that 
'appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanisheth away.' You know not how 
soon your hand may lose its cunning, 
your step its firmness. Cast your care 
upon the Lord, and on no account al
low the things of the world to sepa
rate you from Him. Consecrate all 
you have and are to Him. This is but 
'your reasonable service.' Do not de
lay; for there is peril in a moment's 
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delay. A few more years at the longest 
will be yours to work for the Master, 
and then the voice, which you cannot 
refuse to answer, will be heard, say
ing, 'Give an account of thy steward
ship.' "-ST, January 21, 1897, pars. 
12-15. 

Reguladty and. Promptness 
(To Be Like Jesus, pp. 75, 76) 

"God has entrusted His sacred 
work to men, and He asks that they 
shall do it carefully. Regularity in all 
things is essentiaL Never be late to 
an appointment In no department or 
office should time be lost in unnec
essary conversations. The work of 
God requires things which it does not 
receive, because men do not learn 
from the God of wisdom. They press 
too many things into their life, post
pone until tomorrow that which de
mands their attention today, and 
much time is lost in painfully pick
ing up the lost stitches. Men and 
women can reach a higher degree of 
usefulness than to carry with them 
through life an unsettled state of 
mind. They can improve the defec
tive traits of their character contract
ed in their younger years. Like Paul, 
they can labor to reach a much high
er degree of perfection. 

"The work of God must not be 
done by fits and starts. It will not be 
placed on vantage ground by follow
ing a sudden impulse. On the con-
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trary, it is positively necessary to fol
low the good work patiently, day by 
day, progressing in our ways and 
methods. One should get up at a reg
ular hour. If during the day the work 
is neglected, and the following night 
is spent in making up for lost time, 
the morrow and following day will 
show, as a result, a wearied brain and 
a general fatigue which constitute 
positive violations of the law of life 
and health. There should be regular 
hours for rising, for family worship, 
for meals and for work. And it is a 
religious duty ... to maintain this by 
precept, ... by a firm example. Many 
squander the most precious hours of 
the morning hoping that they can 
terminate the work thus neglected 
during the hours which should be 
devoted to sleep. Godliness, health, 
success, everything suffers from this 
lack of true religious system .... 

"Some workers need to give up 
the slow methods of work which pre
vail, and to learn to be prompt. 
Promptness is necessary as well as 
diligence. If we wish to accomplish 
the work according to the will of 
God, it must be done in an expedi
tious manner, but not without 
thought and care."-8MR 326, 327. 

"God has no use for lazy men in 
His cause; He wants thoughtful, 
kind, affectionate, earnest workers. 
Active exertion will do our preach
ers good. Indolence is proof of de
pravity. Every faculty of the mind, 
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every bone in the body, every mus
cle of the limbs, shows that God de
signed our faculties to be used, not to 
remain inactive .... Men who will un
necessarily take the hours of daylight 
for sleep, have no sense of the value 
of precious, golden moments .... 

"Persons who have not acquired 
habits of close industry and econo
my of time, should have set rules to 
prompt them to regularity and dis
patch. George Washington was en
abled to perform a great amount of 
business because he was thorough in 
preserving order and regularity. 
Every paper had its date and its place, 
and no time was lost in looking up 
what had been mislaid. 

"Men and women of God must be 
diligent in study, earnest in the ac
quirement of knowledge, never wast
ing an hour. Through persevering ex
ertion they may rise to almost any 
degree of eminence as Christians, as 
men of power and influence. But 
many will never attain superior rank 
in the pulpit or in business, because 
of their unfixedness of purpose, and 
the laxness of the habits contracted 
in their youth. Careless inattention is 
seen in everything they undertake. 

["A sudden impulse now and then 
is not sufficient to accomplish a ref
ormation in these ease-loving, indo
lent ones; this is a work which re
quires patient continuance in well
doing. Men of business can be truly 
successful only by having regular 
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hours for rising, for prayer, for meals, 
and for retiring. If order and regular
ity are essential in worldly business, 
how much more so in the work of 
God!"-GW 278:2.] 

"The bright morning hours are 
wasted by many in bed. These pre
cious hours, once lost, are gone never 
to return; they are lost for time and 
for eternity. Only one hour lost each 
day, and what a waste of time in the 
course of a year! Let the slumberer 
think of this, and pause to consider 
how he will give an account to God 
for lost opportunities."-GW 277, 
278 .. 

The Importance of 
Improving Our Time 

(To Be Like Jesus, pp. 78-83) 

["Our time belongs to God. Every 
moment is His, and we are under the 
most solemn obligation to improve it 
to His glory. Of no talent He has 
given will He require a more strict 
account than of our time."--COL 
342:1.] 

"The value of time is beyond 
computation. Christ regarded every 
moment as precious, and it is thus 
that we should regard it. Life is too 
short to be trifled away. We have but 
a few days of probation in which to 
prepare for eternity. We have no time 
to waste, no time to devote to selfish 
pleasure, no time for the indulgence 
of sin. It is now that we are to form 
characters for the future, immortal 
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life. It is now that we are to prepare 
for the searching judgment 

"The human family have scarce
ly begun to live when they begin to 
die, and the world's incessant labor 
ends in nothingness unless a true 
knowledge in regard to eternal is 
gained. The man who appreciates 
time as his working day will fit him
self for a mansion and for a life that 
is immortal. It is well that he was 
born. 

"We are admonished to redeem 
the time. But time squandered can 
never be recovered. We cannot call 
back even one moment. The only 
way in which we can redeem our 
time is by making the most of that 
which remains, by being co-workers 
with God in His great plan of re
demption. 

9 

["In him who does this, a transfor
mation of character takes He 
becomes a son of God, a member of 
the royal family, a child of the heav
enly King. He is fitted to be the com
panion of the angels."-COL 342:5.] 

"[Every moment is freighted with 
eternal consequences. We are to 
stand as minute men, ready for serv
ice at a moment's notice.] The oppor
tunity that is now ours to speak to 
some needy soul the word oflife may 
never offer again. God may say to 
that one, 'This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee,' and through our 
neglect he may not be ready (Luke 
12:20). In the great judgment day, 
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how shall we render our account to 
God?"-COL 343:2. 

["Life is too solemn to be ab
sorbed in temporal and earthly mat
ters, in a treadmill of care and anxi
ety for the things that are but an atom 
in comparison with the things of eter
nal interest. Yet God has called us to 
serve Him in the temporal affairs of 
life. Diligence in this work is as 
much a part of true religion as is de
votion. The Bible gives no endorse
ment to idleness. It is the greatest 
curse that afflicts our world. Every 
man and woman who is truly con
verted will be a diligent worker."
COL343:3.] 

"There always has been, and there 
always will diversity of gifts. It 
is not the great gifts alone that God 
requires and accepts, but He calls for [ 
the smaller talents, and will accept 
them if men will use them to His 
glory. Have we not become servants 
of the Master His grace? It is not, 
then, our own property that is intrust
ed to us, but the Lord's talents. The 
capital is His, and we are responsible 
for its use or its abuse. 

"I hope efforts will be made in 
every church to arouse those who are 
doing nothing. May God make these 
realize that He will require of them 
the one talent with improvement; and 
if they neglect to gain other talents 
besides the one, they will meet with 
the loss of that one talent and their 
own souls also. We hope to see a 
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change in our churches. The House
holder is preparing to return and call 
His stewards to account for the tal
ents He has entrusted to them. God 
pity the do-nothings then! Those who 
hear the welcome applaudit, 'Well 
done, good and faithful servant,' will 
have well done in the improvement 
of their abilities and means to the 
glory of God. Who will come up to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty? Satan is 
active, persevering, a faithful gener
al in his work, leading on his annies. 
He has his faithful sentinels every
where. What are the servants of Jesus 
Christ doing? Have they the armor 
on? Are they vigilant and faithful to 
meet and resist the strong forces of 
the enemy? or are they asleep, ex
pecting another to do their work? ... 

"Let all awake; for the time is at 
hand when it will be said, 'He which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still; and he 
that is righteous, let him be righteous 
still; and he that is holy, let him be 
holy still.' Just now is the time to 
seek purity and holiness of character, 
and obtain white robes, that we may 
be prepared for a seat at the marriage 
supper of the Lamb."-RH, March 
14, 1878, pars. 7, 8. 

"There is something for every one 
to do in this world of ours. The Lord 
is coming, and our waiting is to be 
not a time of idle expectation, but of 
vigilant work. We are not to spend 

I our time wholly in prayerful medita-
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tion, neither are we to drive and hur
ry and work as if this were required 
in order that we should gain Heaven, 
while neglecting to devote time to 
the cultivation of personal piety. 
There must be a combination of med
itation and diligent work, as God has 
expressed it in His word, we are to 
be 'not slothful in business; fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord.' Worldly 
activities are not to crowd out the 
service of the Lord. The soul needs 
the riches of the grace of God, and 
the body needs physical exercise, in 
order to accomplish the work that 
must be done for the promulgation of 
the gospel of Christ. 

"Those who cultivate a spirit of 
idleness commit sin against God 
every day; for they do not put to use 
the power God has given them with 
which to bless themselves, and to be 
a blessing to their families. Parents 
should teach their children that the 
Lord means them to be diligent 
workers, not idlers in His vineyard. 
They must make a diligent use of 
their time, if they are to be useful 
working agents, acting their part in 
the vineyard of the Lord. They are to 
be faithful stewards, improving 
every entrusted gift of power that has 
been bestowed upon them. [Let the 
indolent man and woman consider 
the fact that God does not design that 
one class shall carry all the burden of 
labor, and another class do nothing 
to share in the work, To every man 
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God has given his work, and each 
one is to act his part in the great work 
for humanity, In this way human 
agents will fulfill the purpose of God. 
Thus the lamp of the soul will not be 
neglected, if time is taken to pray and 
to search the Scriptures. The allotted 
task may be done, and the lamp of the 
soul be kept trimmed and burning.]" 
-HM, October 1, 1894 pars. 7, 8. 

"Some think that if they give a 
portion of their money to the cause 
of God, this is all they are required 
to do, and the precious time given 
them of God, in which they could do 
hours of personal service for Him, 
passes by unimproved. It is the priv
ilege and duty of an who have health 
and strength to render to God active 
service. The giving of donations in 
money cannot take the place of this. 
Those who have no money can sub
stitute personal labor, and even mon
ey can be made in various ways in 
this work. 

"Every one may be a laborer to
gether with God. The hours which 
have been usually spent in recreation 
that has not rested or refreshed either 
body or soul, may be spent in seek
ing to help some poor soul who is in 
need of help, in visiting the poor, the 
sick, and the suffering. Your time is 
God's and as Christians, we must use 
it to the glory of God. God has gra
ciously entrusted us with twenty four 
hours in each day and night. This is 
a precious treasure by which much 
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good can be accomplished. How are 
we using God's golden opportuni
ties? We must, as Christians, set the 
Lord always before us, if we would 
not lose precious hours in useless
ness, and have nothing to show for 
our time. 

"Time is money. If a man refuses 
to work because he cannot obtain the 
highest wages, he is pronounced an 
idler. Far better would it be for him 
to work, even if he receives much 
less than he supposes his labors are 
worth. 

"Time is a talent committed to our 
trust that may be shamefully mis
used. Every child of God, man, 
woman, youth or child, should con
sider and appreciate the value of the 
moments of time. If they do this, they 
will keep themselves employed, 
even if they do not receive as high 
wages as they have been able to com
mand. They should show their appre
ciation of diligence, and work, re
ceiving what wages they can get. The 
idea of a poor man with a family re
fusing to work for moderate wages, 
because it is not showing, as he sup
poses, sufficient dignity for his trade, 
is folly that is not to be encouraged. 

"How little thought has been be
stowed upon this subject. How much 
greater prosperity might have attend
ed the missionary enterprises if this 
talent of time had been thoughtfully 
considered and faithfully used. We 
are each one answerable to God for 
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the time that has been wantonly 
thrown away, and for the use of 
which we must give an account to 
God. This is a stewardship that has 
been but little appreciated; many 
think it not sin to waste hours and 
days in doing nothing to benefit 
themselves or to bless others."-Let
ter 127, 1897, pp. 5-8. (To John Wes
sels, January 1, 1897.)-6MR 80, 81. 

God's Gift for Everyone 
(To Be Like Jesus, pp. 86-90) 

"The parable of the talents should 
be a matter of the most careful and 
prayerful study; for it has a personal 
and individual application to every 
man, woman, and child possessed of 
the powers of reason. Your obligac 
tion and responsibility are in propor
tion to the talents God has bestowed 
upon you. There is not a follower of 
Christ but has some peculiar gift for 
the use of which he is accountable to 
God. 

Many have excused themselves 
from rendering their gift to the serv
ice of Christ, because others were 
possessed of superior endowments 
and advantages. The opinion has pre
vailed that only those who are espe
cially talented are required to sanc
tify their abilities to the service of 
God. It has come to be understood 
that talents are given only to a cer
tain favored class, to the exclusion of 
others who, of course, are not called 
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upon to share in the toils or rewards. 
But it is not so represented in the 

parable. When the Master of the 
house called His servants, He gave 
to every man his work. The whole 
family of God are included in the re
sponsibility of using their Lord's 
goods. Every individual, from the 
lowliest and most obscure to the 
greatest and most exalted, is a moral 
agent endowed with abilities for 
which he is accountable to God. To 
a greater or less degree, all are placed 
in charge of the talents of their Lord. 
The spiritual, mental, and physical 
ability, the influence, station, posses
sions, affections, sympathies, all are 
precious talents to be used in the 
cause of the Master for the salvation 
of souls for whom Christ died. 

"[How few appreciate these bless
ings? How few seek to improve their 
talent, and increase their usefulness 
in the world! The Master has given 
to every man his work. He has given 
to every man according to his abili
ty, and his trust is in proportion to his 
capacity.] God requires every one to 
be a worker in His vineyard. You are 
to take up the work that has been 
placed in your charge, and to do it 
faithfully. 'Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whither thou goest.' 

Let the business man do his busi
ness in a way that will glorify his 
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Master because of his fidelity. Let 
him carry his religion into everything 
that is done and reveal to men the 
Spirit of Christ. Let the mechanic be 
a diligent and faithful representative 
of Him who toiled in the lowly walks 
oflife in the cities of Judea. Let every 
one who names the name of Christ 
so work, that man seeing his good 
works may be led to glorify his Cre
ator and Redeemer. 'Whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord.' Let 
the upbuilding of the kingdom of 
Christ be your constant thought, and 
let every effort be directed toward 
this one end. 

"Those who have been blessed 
with superior talents should not de
preciate the value of the services of 
those who are less gifted than them
selves. The smallest trust is a trust 
from God. The one talent, through 
diligent use with the blessing of God, 
will be doubled, and the two used in 
the service of Christ will be in
creased to four; and thus the hum
blest instrument may grow in power 
and usefulness. The earnest purpose, 
the self-denying efforts, are all seen, 
appreciated, and accepted by the God 
of Heaven. 'Take heed that ye des
pise not one of these little ones.' God 
alone can estimate the worth of their 
service, and see the far-reaching in
fluence of him who works for the 
glory of his Maker. 

"We are to make the very best use 
of our opportunities, and to study to 
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show ourselves approved unto God. 
God will accept our best efforts; but 
let no one imagine He will be pleased 
with ignorance and inability when, 
with proper improvement of privi
leges bestowed, a better service 
might be supplied. We are not to des
pise the day of small things; but by a 
diligent care and perseverance, we 
are to make the small opportunities 
and talents minister to our advance
ment in divine life, and hasten us on 
to a more intelligent and better serv
ice. 

"When we have done all that we 
can do, we are to count ourselves un
profitable servants. There is no room 
for pride in our efforts; for we are de
pendent every moment upon the 
grace of God, and we have nothing 
that we did not receive. Says Jesus, 
'Without Me ye can do nothing.'"
RH, May 1, 1888, pars. 1-4. 

["The church of God is made up 
of persons of different abilities. Like 
vessels of various dimensions, we 
are placed in the house of the Lord; 
but it is not expected that the small
er vessels will contain all that the 
larger ones will hold. All that is re
quired, is that the vessel shall be full 
and hold according to its ability. If 
you perform faithfully the duties in 
your path, you will be an acceptable 
servant, an honored vessel. You 
should feel that Christ has set a high 
value upon your souL He has, at an 
infinite cost, provided a way by 
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which you may escape the corruption 
that is in the world through lust, and 
become a partaker of the divine na
ture."-RH, May 1, 1888 par. 8.] 

"God has not given talents to 
merely a chosen few, but to everyone 
He has committed some peculiar gift 
to be used in His service. Many to 
whom the Lord has given precious 
talents have refused to employ them 
for the advancement of the kingdom 
of God; nevertheless, they are under 
obligation to God for their use of His 
gifts. Everyone, whether serving 
God or pleasing himself, is a posses
sor of some trust, whose proper use 
will bring glory to God and whose 
perverted use will rob the Giver. That 
the possessor of talents does not ac
knowledge God's claims upon him, 
does not make his guilt the less. If he 
chooses to stand under the black ban
ner of the prince of darkness through 
this life, he will stand unconfessed by 
Christ in the day of final accounts." 

January 23, 1893, par, 3. 

How to Use Our Tim.e Wisely 
(The Symbolic Code, 11:4:5~ 7) 

"The Lord's voice crieth unto the 
city and the man of wisdom shall see 
Thy name: hear ye the Rod and Who 
hath appointed it" Micah 6:9. 

From the Rod of God comes this 
wise counsel: 

"Nobody can tell just what elec
tricity iso And what about time? What 
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is time?-Nobody knows. 
"In the beginning, 'the evening 

and the morning were the first day.' 
Day is a measurement of time, and 
God created it. The day, as you know, 
is composed of twenty-four hours, an 
hour being merely a shorter measure
ment of time. Since the earth can 
measure but twenty-four hours each 
time it turns on its axis, Earth, then, 
has as its only means of time meas
urement its rotation on its axis and its 
circuit through its orbit Do you re
alize that were it not for this we 
would be without time? Instead, 
there would be eternity. Therefore 
eternity has no time. Time is manu
factured. Daniel refers to "time, 
times, and half a time," which ex
plains what time is. It is a span meas
ured by the completion of a full 
round of the earth in its orbit. That is 
one time. The repetition of it makes 
times. Then what is eternity? It has 
no measurement, for it is never to 
repeat itself like the years do. Time 
is given us that we may know what 
part of eternity man has existed on 
this earth. 

"Which do you think is the more 
important: time or eternity? Time is 
everything, for without it there is no 
eternity; still, eternity is not time be-0 

cause it cannot be measured. Time 
saved is even more important than 
money saved, for you cannot save 
money if you do not save time. 

"If earth through its constant 
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movement and change of location in 
the universe represents time, then 
everything in its respective state rep
resents time. Plants represent time, 
for you can tell by its size how old a 
plant is. In another form human be
ings represent time. Trees represent 
time by their growth. The Bible rep
resents time, for it took time for man 
to live the history It records, to write 
It, to print It, to manufacture the 
paper on which It is printed and the 
machinery that prints It, to grow and 
process the material for Its cover -
it all represents time. The workman's 
wages represent time paid in money. 
Neither gold or diamonds are ob
tained without the representation of 
the time element being present both 
in the commodities themselves and 
again in the money that people give 
in exchange for them. 

"Through this discussion you can 
see that time is vitally connected 
with material, though it is invisible. 
It is far more important to save time, 
for time is priceless; it is just like sal
vation. But the sad fact is that but few 
people realize how valuable time is. 
In view of the great value of 
what sin it must be to waste it! Yet to 
all are given time and chance. 

"In one hundred years, there are 
about 36,500 days. In a general sense 
that number of days in terms of dol
lars is not much, for today money is 
measured by billions of dollars. But 
a person's lifetime is in reality very 
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short, and composed of three peri
ods: childhood, prime, and old age. 
It is usually in his prime period of life 
that man is most productive, and 
since it is but a part of his lifetime, 
he should never waste a minute of 
that time. 

"We should see that we get 100% 
value out of every minute we live. To 
accomplish this we must conserve 
our energy by eliminating useless 
and unnecessary effort. In that way 
our endurance is lengthened and we 
can actually accomplish more. Since, 
for instance, it takes time and effort 
to talk, we should avoid useless talk 
and learn to make every word count 
for good only. Lost time can never be 
recovered regardless how we wasted 
it. It is gone for eternity. Therefore 
how valuable time is!"-llCode 
4:5-7. 

In Summary 

When we are faithful in the per
formance of our duties each day, giv
ing our employers the full amount of 
time we are being paid for, we will 
have satisfaction and joy that we are 
using our time wisely. God's work- . 
ers are disciplined to fill their place. I 
He molds their minds and disciplines 
them where they will learn the value 
of time so that they may perfmm ac
ceptable service. The Lord has many 
ways of training His workers. Some
times they are faced with trials, dis
appointments, hardships and there 
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seems no way of relief for them. But 
it is just at such time if their eyes 
could be opened that they would see 
that help is forthcoming. 

Talents are the Lord's gifts. But 
the enthronement of self has kept 
many from trading the talents God 
gives them. We are to use whatever 
talents we have to bless our fellow
men. We are to improve our talents 
as time is fast slipping away. In what
ever line we work, we must work 
with dispatch and promptness. Slow, 
dilatory work is to be shunned. Reg
ularity in the Christian's life is very 
important: We are not to squander 
time for it is sin to do so. Wasted time 
can never be retrieved. This is the 
time when we must be wide awake 
to our duties and responsibilities, and 
make the most of our time and 
chance. One area in which we should 
faithfully guard our time is "useless 
talking and ... policing others." 

"You are aware of the fact that we 
are given a great work and that the 
time in which to do it is very short; 
that we should, therefore, learn how 
to turn wasted time into good use. 
Someone has said that, on the aver
age, more than half of man's life and 
energy are wasted on useless talking 
and in policing others. One of our 

~ 
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greatest needs, therefore, is that we 
learn to control our tongues and to 
keep our noses out of other people's 
business in order to conserve time 
and energy, peace, and integrity."
ITG 4:27:1. 

So how carefully should we set 
about to see that we get 100% time 
of every minute we live. We should 
set a watch upon our tongues and 
guard the doors of our lips that there 
are no wasted words spoken. In 
performing our various duties, we 
should watch carefully that there are 
no wasted and circuitous movements. 
Again it must be emphasized that 
wasted time cannot be recovered. 
Useless talking, visiting, whether in 
the home or on the telephone, useless 
e-mailing to take up another's time, 
are all the "littles" that tell whether 
we are true conservators of time, or 
whether we are spendthrifts. May the 
Holy Spirit write the important prin
ciples of these passages upon our 
hearts that we may make practical 
use of them. This is our "time and 
chance." 0 

Note: The bracketed Spirit of 
Prophecy references are part of the 
original statement included by the 
writer though not printed in the book 
To be Like Jesus. 

~ 



Contending for the Faith 
M. J. Bingham and the Rise of Bashan 

The "Educator'' Publications Oppose Doctrinal Speculation 
Part2 

Jeriel E. Bingham 

0 n February 5, 1955, Brother come the single most disastrous 
Victor Houteff died. Several event in Davidian history-setting a 

quickly announced that they were his date for the purification of the church 
inspired successor. The most aggres- and the establishment of the Davidic 
sive of these claimants was Ben- kingdom. 
jamin L. Roden of Odessa, Texas, She did not try to establish herself 
who had been brought into the Shep- as a prophet. Instead, as the wife of 
herd's Rod movement by Brother the departed leader, she relied upon 
Bingham in the late 1940s. Roden her status as the person closest to him 
called on Florence Houteff, who was to build a platform on which to erect 
the vice president of the Carmel Cen- her speculative structure. She an
ter, to step aside and let him take nounced that V. T. Houteff in the final 
over. Roden's main teaching was that months of his life had been studying 
the judgment of the living had begun the forty-two months of Revelation 
in 1955, and he further stirred up the 11:2. According to her account, the 
Davidian ranks by forecasting that day before he died, while he was still 
God would send fire upon Mt. hospitalized, his mind was agitated 
Carmel if its members did not accept on the subject and he told her to come 
his message, the Branch, and join back the next day and he would re
him. Besides Roden, there were late to her the interpretation of the 
other would-be prophets, including forty-two months. But he died that 
Samuel Licayan in the Philippines, very night. She then concluded and 
who were eager to win Mt. Carmel's published it to all Davidians that the 
members. It is not possible to recon- 42 months of Revelation 11:2 had be
struct the way many thought at that gun; the rain had stopped with the 
time: the founding prophet was dead, prophet's death. Brother Houteff had 
Inspiration seemed to be at a stand- an inviolable principle that Davidi
still, and yet they had been taught ans were to teach only that which is 
that truth and Inspiration were pro- published (SAns. 55:2; 4Ans. 63:4, 5). 
gressive-thus, it seemed that an in- He had not published any new inter
spired voice was required. Perhaps pretation of Revelation 11 beyond 
facing the need to produce her own what he had already written, and her 
prophetic "revelation," Florence claim that she was moving forward 
Houteff set out on what would be- under his guidance was clearly 

(17) 
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against the principle of "teach only 
that which is published." She found 
a way around that barrier, however, 
by putting out her own publication 
with an interpretation of Revelation 
11 :2. Perhaps in her mind and the 
minds of her followers, the "new 
light" on the forty-two months was 
part of the published Rod message. 
Her teaching was simple: the forty
two months would begin in early 
1956 and end in 1959, three and one 
half years later. At the termination of 
the forty-two months, the Seventh
day Adventist Church would be pu
rified by Ezekiel 9 and the Davidic 
Kingdom would be set up in Pales
tine, followed by the fulfillment of 
Biblical prophecies concerning the 
final harvest of the earth, the ingath
ering of the great multitude (Rev. 
7:9). 

Although the Shepherd's Rod 
message has never published a start
ing point for the Revelation 11 :2, 
forty-two months, yet Brother Hout
eff left the following on his card file, 
(published in 2TG 15:10:1 ): "It is 
possible that the forty-two months of 
Revelation 11 :2 occupy an entirely 
different period of time than the 1260 
days mentioned in Revelation 13, for 
Jerusalem did not begin to be trod
den under foot in 538 A.D., but was 
completely taken and destroyed in 70 
A.D. The holy city is still under foot 
and will be until the Gentiles drive 
out the Gentiles as predicted in 
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Zechariah 1:21. Not any part of the 
city will be under foot after then, at 
which time the Kingdom (the church 
purified) is set up there. The truth 
concerning the forty-two months, 
during which time the holy city is 
trodden under foot by the Gentiles, 
is therefore not completely revealed, 
and had better be left alone until God 
makes it known."-Card File, Feb. 
1953, V. T. Houteff. 

Florence Houteff and her council 
energetically promoted the specula
tive 1959 date. They believed it to be 
a date with destiny but firm adher
ents of the Rod, chiefly M. J. Bing
ham, saw it as a date with disaster. 
Some new Carmel members were 
uneasy about the new doctrine but 
most went along with the new 
Carmel Council, exemplifying the 
ancient follow-the-leader syndrome. 

Besides her doctrinal speculation, 
Sister Houteff introduced activities 
designed to promote the image of a 
movement undertaking new things. 
A number of publicity stunts ensued, 
such as equipping cars with signs 
(which she called "The Sign Cam
paign") that read "Hear Ye the Rod" 
and other Spirit of Prophecy quota
tions, driving around to Adventist 
churches and camp meetings with 
cars featuring loudspeakers to blare 
the Rod at Adventists. None of this 
impressed Adventists positively, but 
most of Mt. Carmel's members ap
parently felt the work was "moving 
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forward" with all this activity. Liter
ature continued to flow off the press
es, although her printer recalled in a 
1981 conversation that nearly all of 
it was stacked in a warehouse rather 
than mailed to Adventists. When he 
asked if he should stop the presses 
for a while, she replied, "Keep print
ing. That's what the members send 
their tithe for." Believing that the 
work of evangelizing Adventism 

I could better proceed from a place 
with more room for growth, Sister 
Houteff, followed through with a 
piau that Brother Houteffhad insti
tuted, to begin to sell the "excess 
property" (lOCode 1 :5:1) that was on 
the periphery of Old Mt Carmel. She 
and her Council completely ignored 
"excess" and went ahead and sold to 
real estate developers all the land 
(save 18 acres that had the Adminis
tration Office and a few other build
ings (llCode 8:19:1). They then 
went ahead and bought 942 acres 
twenty miles east, near Elk, Texas, 
and set about preparing for the pu
rification of the church and what she 
believed was the inevitable return to 
the kingdom. She called on Davidi
ans in North America to gather at the 
new place, which she called "the new 
Mt. Carmel Center." Some 800 Da
vidians, including children and un
converted spouses, left their 
their loved ones, and all their posses
sions and converged on the new 
property. 
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In 1957, in the midst of this doc
trinal speculation, publicity stunts, 
and new-modeling, the first Timely
Truth Educator appeared. It was 
mainly a response to the Friday
Sabbath proponents who were agitat
ing their doctrine among Davidians, 
but it also promised to examine im
portant questions in future issues, 
such as "The Living Spirit of Proph
ecy-Who Has " "Is Carmel 
Withered, Withering, or Yet to With
er?," and "Forty-two Months-and 
Then What?" The second issue of 
The Educator appeared in January 
1958, again addressing the Friday 
Sabbath issue, which was advocated 
by former Davidians and was capti
vating some Davidians' fancy. The 
Educator took up the dangers of set
ting dates, in this case warning 
against the teachings of Evelyn Juer
gen, a Friday Sabbath advocate and 
former Davidian. Juergen taught that 
no Christian from the time of Pente
cost up to her time had ever experi
enced "the personal presence of 
Christ in the life" and that only those 
who accepted her message could re
ceive it in limited measure between 
December 21, 1957 and August 15, 
1960. In reply, M. J. Bingham wrote, 
"No one can believe the Scriptures 
and the Spirit of Prophecy on this 
subject, and still accept this contrary 
teaching which withholds the impar
tation and of the Holy 
Spirit from 'the inner man' (Eph. 
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3: 16) until the set dates already men
tioned." Said The Educator, "What a 
forbidding teaching! When one real
izes that sincere people are accepting 
it without question, it becomes alarm
ing and makes one sick at herut." The 
Educator closed on a cautionary note 
that summed up the great conflict 
ahead for Davidians over Florence 
Houteff's teachings: "Plainly, then, 
whether we are saved or lost will 
depend upon our spiritual ability to 
withstand the enemy's most cunning 
and powerful deceptions." Straight 
ahead loomed these deceptions, and 
M. J. Bingham's pen would never be 
more active or powerful than when 
opposing speculation and defending 
the Rod message against all comers. 

The single most important Educa
tor in terms of refuting Florence 
Houteff's forty-two month teaching 
appeared in the issue dated Decem
ber, 1958, which is now available as 
The Last Mile Home. The strongest 
point against the idea that the forty
two months had begun was the fact 
that the time period was signaled by 
the Gentiles' treading Jerusalem "un
der foot." Without this Gentile-tread
ing and thus their physical presence, 
the forty-two months could not be 
operative, as the Educator pointed 
out: "The Gentiles could not step 
along in Jerusalem, nor tread or tram-

it beneath their feet unless they 
were in the city. They were not there 
in 1955,norin 1956,norin 1957,nor 
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up to mid-1958 [at the time M. J. 
Bingham was writing this article]. 
Hence these climactic forty-two 
months of 'the times ofthe Gentiles' 
did not begin, because they could not 
begin, any time prior to mid-1958." 
The Educator called on people to use 
their heads and look at the facts
actions that are simple but usually 
disdained. "This simple, self-evident 
fact-that the Gentiles must neces
sarily OCCUPY Jerusalem for the 
duration of their final forty-two 
months of treading or ruling the 
city-is the one and only key to our 
correctly understanding when these 
forty-two months begin" (The Last 
Mile Home, pp. 12, 13). 

Although the Gentile powers had 
not occupied Jerusalem at the time 
Sister Houteff set her dates, she still 
forged ahead with her time-setting, 
contrary to prohibitions against this 
sort of speculation and against good 
sense. Through The Educator, Broth
er Bingham consistently, clearly, and 
strongly warned Davidians against 
time-setting, speculation, and apply
ing the forty-two months to the 
wrong events. He wrote, "Do not be 
deceived, Brother, Sister, by any 
present proclaiming of [the forty-two 
months] which places it at any time 
between 1948 and 1955 or, again, 
either between early 1955 and late 
1958 or late 1955 and early 1959; or, 
still again, at any time between early 
1959 and the time the four-horn-
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Gentiles enter Palestine. Any and all 
such teaching is false and fraudu
lent." The Educator's strongest warn
ing against Florence Houteff's forty
two months speculation was con
tained in this statement: "Ever re
member, Brethren, that the coin of 
counterfeit revelation is always sim
ulated from the prophetic pattern of 
the genuine to come, and circulated 
before the genuine is minted. Beware 
therefore of all current teaching on 
the Revelation 11:2, forty-two month 
prophecy, which has the period 
presently in progress. It is false coin. 
Refuse it, or it will leave you, Broth
er, Sister, defrauded and desolate of 
sanctifying, unifying, saving Truth." 

As clear as these statements seem 
to us today, most Mt. Carmel mem
bers did not see the clear logic in The 
Educators, mainly because they did 
not want to see. This was partly due 
to their determination to follow Sis
ter Houteff and her advisors, and 
partly due to a dislike of the messen
ger, M. J. Bingham, who did not hes
itate to say people were wrong when 
he believed they were wrong. After 
taking Sister Houteff to task for her 
prophetic speculations, and warning 
Davidians against buying her wares, 
Brother Bingham next took up the 
issue of Sister Houteff's.Executive 
Council, which, after Brother Hout
eff's death, had, along with Sister 
Houteff, assumed authority over the 
Association. The January 1959 Edu-
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cator posed the essential question in 
its heading: "Davidian Council or 
Davidian Constitution-Which?" 
This question went to the heart of a 
matter that had assumed vital impor
tance for the new Mt. Carmel Asso
ciation: should Davidians follow the 
Davidian constitution or the execu
tive council? The majority of mem
bers followed Sister Houteff and her 
executive council, prompting The 
Educator to lament the condition of 
"Present-truth disciples." Said The 
Educator, "Experience knows no 
area of human interest and activity 
which does not support its ironies
its self-begotten, self-nurtured, self
perpetuated, self-stultifying, self
defeating inconsistencies, contradic
tions. One would think, at least hope, 
that a welcome and gratifying excep
tion would surely be found in Chris
tian circles, especially among Pres
ent-truth believers .... The ironical fact 
is-and it is the most bitter irony of 
all-that though the world is bad, the 
Church is worse, Present-truth disci
ples are the worst of all, for support
ing such ironies, such self-defeating 
conditions, among them." 

The full force of this statement 
was directed against new Mt. Car
mel's executive council, which, ac
cording to The Educator, constituted 
a "Davidian leadership in grave apos
tasy from Davidic-Levitical 'order 
and system' .... " During Brother Hou
teff's administration, the executive 
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council had existed on paper, but it 
was not a functioning body since, as 
The Educator stated, some of the pro
visions of the Davidian constitution, 
especially relating to the council, had 
not come into "full, absolute validity, 
activation, and force .... " In contrast, 
during Sister Houteff's time, the ex
ecutive council assumed an all-pow
erful role. Sister Houteff assumed the 
role of vice-president (setting the pat
tern for all current Davidian off
shoots), realizing that she was not 
called to the prophetic office as was 
Brother Houteff. The Educator not
ed that the Association under Broth
er Houteff had been "prophet-cen
tered-geared-and-controlled, in full 
accord, we believe, with Bible pat
tern and precedent.. .. " It also noted 
that "during the administration of 
prophet-president, V. T. Houteff, 
there could be no valid necessity and 
occasion for putting the ... articles 
[regarding sessions] into force .... " 
Upon Brother Houteff's death, how
ever, this part of the Davidian consti
tution went into effect: "There auto
matically emerged upon his death, 
and in absence of a bona fide succes
sor to his office, mandatory necessi
ty and full occasion for validating 
and effectuating these hitherto dor
mant articles of the constitution." 
The time had come, said The Educa
tor, for just such a session, yet Sister 
Houteff and her executive council 
had overstepped their authority and 

22 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 2 

set themselves up in a position that 
was not theirs. Sister Houteff and her 
executive council claimed that they 
patterned themselves on the execu
tive council ofV. T. Houteff's admin
istration, a claim The Educator au
thoritatively rebutted: "Since under 
the administration of V. T. Houteff, 
there was, accordingly, never con
voked a session of the General Asso
ciation, either regular or special, the 
Executive Council never had 'full 
executive and administrative power 
between sessions of the Association' 
(The Leviticus, p. 9:2) ... .V T. Hout
eff and V. T. Houteff alone had 'full 
executive and administrative power' 
at all times." The Educator pointed 
out that the Mt. Carmel council had 
authority and power "limited to 'the 
transactions of necessary or routine 
business' at Mt. Carmel, and affect
ing directly and essentially only Mt. 
Carmel." In later years, Brother 
Bingham described the council as a 
board that dealt with personnel mat
ters at Mt. Carmel rather than a body 
with real executive or legislative 
power. 

As Brother Houteff's health de
clined, his capacity for dealing with 
the many problems that arise from 
people in a religious organization 
also declined. The Educator noted, 
"Of necessity then, the council grad
ually assumed such responsibilities 
as by circumstance devolved upon it. 
All this was inevitable, unavoidable, 
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and proper, perfectly consonant with 
the spirit and intent of The Leviti
cus." How, then, had the council 
transformed itself from a personnel 
board to a body that, along with Sis
ter Houteff, ran the Association? A 
power play, said The Educator, had 
taken place: "What was not ... conso
nant with either the Spirit or the let
ter of The Leviticus was that upon the 
death of Brother Houteff the council 
arrogated to itself, either wittingly or 
unwittingly ... the absolute authority 
and power which it now wields, and 
which led it to formulate new policy, 
pronounce upon new doctrinal con
cerns and issues, liquidate old 
Mt.Carmel, establish the new Mt. 
Carmel, etc., without constitutional
ly first convoking a plenary session 
of the General Association, and with
out receiving from it the consent, 
mandate,·and delegated authority to 
do so." 

The January 1959 Educator urged 
Mt. Carmel Davidians, Sister Hout
eff, and the Executive Council to tum 
around, pointing out numerous in
stances of the council's coming to the 
crossroads and taking the wrong 
turn. The council could and should 
have, said The Educator, held a ses
sion upon Brother Houteff's death, 
relying upon the safety of collective 
experience and knowledge, as well 
as following the Rod, and thereby 
avoiding the trap of establishing a 
small center of power that was tak-

ing the Davidian movement in the 
wrong direction. As Brother Bing
ham put it, "Had they [the council] 
'between sessions of the Associa
tion,' faithfully discharged and not 
exceeded their duly constituted re
sponsibilities and duties; then the 
grievous succession of compounded 
usurpations and abuses of authority 
and consequent violations of gospel 
order and ethic, herein shown, and 
the resultant sorry state of affairs 
which now exists; could never have 
developed." The Educator called on 
the council to make a sharp about 
face: it should renounce the author
ity it had taken to itself, call a gener
al session of the Association, allow 
all members to have a voice at the 
session, give open-minded consider
ation to its teaching on the judgment 
of the living, the living Spirit of 
Prophecy, the forty-two months of 
Revelation 11 :2, and follow the re
quirements of The Leviticus. A call 
was put forth to the council and Mt. 
Carmel Davidians: "In behalf now of 
the steadily increasing number of 
Protestant Davidians throughout the 
world, who can no longer remain in 
unprotesting, conformist acquies
cence to the unconstitutional status 
quo in Davidia, the EDUCATOR most 
earnestly and solemnly appeals to 
our brethren of the Executive Coun
cil, whose very position places them 
on trial before all Davidians: Breth
ren, we pray you to rectify your mis-
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takes pointed out to you herein, and 
redress your wrongs done in conse
quence of these mistakes, that you 
may vindicate your integrity and re
store confidence in you. Thus correct 
your errors and right your wrongs, 
the result of government by execu
tive seizure .... Mount this vital refor
mation, Brethren, at headquarters, 
then lead on softly, in justice and in 
mercy, and God will turn the hearts 
of all Israel to you and cement them 
with the unity of a transcendent pur
pose and glorious destiny .... Fervent
ly do we pray that you not fail God, 
yourselves, and His people at this 
hour of greatest crisis in the history 
of the eleventh-hour can, and of 
greatest decision in your own lives." 

Instead of heeding this call, the 
new Mt. Carmel organization and 
leadership disfellowshiped anyone 
who accepted the message of The 
Educators. Sister Houteff and her 
council continued to advocate their 
ideas about the forty-two months, 
and in 1958 solidified their dedica
tion to their predictions by establish
ing "The Eleventh Hour Radio Call." 
When asked what he thought about 
the program, Brother Bingham re
sponded in the January 1959 Educa
tor that the program was well pro
duced but was only more of new Mt. 
Carmel's effort to create a stir rather 
than follow the message. He wrote, 
"From now till Kingdom come, we 
can pyramid to high heaven our radio 
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programs, Open Letters, Sign Cam
paigns, and all else that human inge
nuity, might, and power may yet add; 
still we'll never reach the 144,000-
God's 'little ones'-for only the 
mysterious, magnetic, wonder-work-

power of His Spirit through His 
Word, in implicit obedience to His 
Voice, His ROD, and not the might 
and power of human effort, can reach 
them. And, sadly, that mighty, mov
ing, gripping, vitalizing power of the 
Spirit of God is as manifestly absent 
from Carmel's llthHourRadioCall, 
as life-giving rain was absent from 
the ancient hills of Gilboa." Given 
the loud, self-congratulatory, self
promoting activities of various off
shoot Davidians today, this statement 
is just as relevant in 2005 as it was in 
1959. 

The year 1958 passed with Broth
er and Sister Bingham working sac
rificially to produce The Educators 
to warn Davidians of the impending 
disaster. Throughout that year, Sister 
Houteff and her associates continued 
headlong on their course toward the 
1959 debacle and the failure of their 
predictions. Instead of stopping to 
consider the dangers of their specu
lative course, she and her council 
raised the stakes by sending a letter 
dated February 17, 1959 to the Gen
eral Conference of SDA's, supposed
ly warning the General Conference 
and the church of the impending 
purification. Never one to sit back 
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and only pray for something to hap
pen, Brother Bingham wrote a letter 
dated April 9, 1959 to the General 
Conference, rebutting new Mt Car
mel's doctrine on the forty-two 
months and denouncing Sister Hout
eff and her associates for teaching 
this doctrine in the name of the Rod. 
Brother Bingham wrote, "We deeply 
deplore and regret the letter and the 
consequent necessity which the 
council thereby thrust upon us of 
entering categorical disclaimer that 
the letter was from The General 
Association of Davidian Seventh
day Adventists, or that the council 
was representing the Association 
either in the position which they took 
in the letter or in their addressing it 
to the General Conference Commit
tee. They were not authorized by the 
General Association of Davidian 
Seventh-day Adventists either to in
terpret Revelation 11 or any other 
part of the Bible or to deliver them
selves of any pronouncement of any 
kind to you brethren or to anyone 
else, to say nothing of delivering to 
you a combined ultimatum and ap
peaL. .. The ultimatum which their 
letter delivered to you brethren is the 
voice, let it again be repeated, not of 
the ROD of God, but strictly of the 
new-Carmel group, speaking exclu-
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for themselves and their retain
ers, and not for the 100% ROD be
lievers comprising the free, world
wide fellowship of Davidian Sev
enth-day Adventists .... " This letter, 
which was republished in the Febru
ary-March 1959 Educator, was 
signed: "Sincerely yours to 'hear ... 
the Rod, and who hath appointed it' 
(Micah 6:9) and 'to witness the 
demonstration of God's leading' 
through It, the Fellowship of Funda
mentalist Davidian Seventh-day Ad
ventists, by M. J. Bingham." In the 
tenn "The Fellowship of Fundamen
talist Davidian Seventh-day Adven
tists" came the first indication that a 
new and reconstituted association 
was about to emerge. Before that 
would happen, however, the final 
chapter of the new Mt. Carmel expe
rience was about to be written in the 
final months of 1959. The doctrinal 
speculations of new Mt. Carmel 
would come back to haunt it, leading 
to the dissolution of the Association. 
Throughout this debacle, The Educa
tors would provide an uncompromis- I 
ing voice against these false doc
trines and would call on the "little 
ones" to remain faithful to the Rod. 

Coming Next The I 959 Debacle 
and the Reorganization of the Asso
ciation. 0 

"Nothing is more essentiaL to communion with (fod than the most 
profound humility."--ST 50:2. 



From the Archives 
JUDGE RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT 

(John 7:24) 
Partl 

M. J. Bingham 

0 ut of a shocked and stunned and 
dazed Davidia, resulting from 

the passing of Brother Houteff and 
the treachery of Sister Houteff and 
her Labanite Council, there has grad
ually emerged a number of more or 
less dissimilar Davidian elements. In 
the main, their dissimilarities stem 
directly from their dissimilar doctri
nal views, all of which in the last 
analysis result from and are shaped 
by different views on what is the 
meaning of the "living Spirit of 
Prophecy in our midst" ( 1 TG 1 0:27), 
what constitutes it, and how it oper
ates and functions. It is these concep
tual differences concerning the Spir
it of Prophecy that have spawned and 
sustained an the factions and "ites," 
eating their various wormholes 
through the suffering body of Da
vidia. Let us pause to look at the dif
ferent ones, 

l. Roden-ites (believers in the so, 
called branch), Licayan-ites (believ
ers in the so-called root), Ben David
ites (believers in the so-called House 
of David), and Steed-ites (believers 
in the so-called "Revealed Truth") 
share in common the view or concept 
that "the living Spirit of Prophecy" 
necessitates and demands a predic
tive or interpretative prophet. As the 
respective leaders of each of these 
groups (Ben L. Roden, Samuel 

Licayan, Andrew Johnson or Ben 
David, and Fred Steed and wife) be
lieves himself to be the living David
ian prophet for the hour, naturally 
each disbelieves that the others have 
the "living" Spirit of Prophecy in our 
midst; and each exists by virtue of his 
different doctrinal views. Some sub
scribe to the Roden views, some to 
the Licayan views, some to the Ben 
David views, and some to the Steed 
views, not many to anyone, but just 
enougq to each one to enable each to 
worm his way into the sick and 
weakened and distressed body of 
Davidia. 

All of these exist because they do 
not believe and abide by the ROD'S 
mass of affirmations, assertions, and 
evidences that It is "the eleventh
hour message," "the Elijah mes
sage," "the additional" message, "the 
last" message, and hence the mes
sage of all facets of the great-and
dreadful-day, the Kingdom, and the 
Judgment, before the purification of 
the Church; and that its messenger, 
V. T. Houteff, was therefore all anti
typical prophets in one, and hence 
"the last." 

None of these claimants to the of
fice of the "living" Spirit of Prophe
cy understand and accept the ROD'S 
plain, positive teaching that the ROD 
and the man with the ROD are the last 

(26) 
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prophetic message and messenger to 
the. Church before the purification. 
The more their fallacious concept is 
proved false, the more and the hard
er they hold to it. And the more vig
orously, tenaciously, and relentlessly 
they hold to it and pursue their wrong 
premise, the further from the truth 
their study takes them. Like one fol
lowing a wrong star, the more care
fully, energetically, persistently, they 
follow the beckoning star of their 
false premise, the farther it takes 
them from their quested and hoped
for destination. "There is a way 
which seemeth right unto a man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of 
death" (Prov. 14: 12)-for their com
petitors-yes; for themselves-no! 
What irony and what tragedy. 

2. Warden-Helman-ites (the Vista 
so-called Davidian SDAAssn.) and, 
considerably less prominently and 
certainly, Atwood-Barton-ites (the 
reconstituted so-called General Assn. 
of DSDA) [today, all the split-offs 
from the Association] appear to share 
in common the view or concept that 
"the living Spirit of Prophecy" 
means the writings of the ROD as 
they themselves understand them. 
This view consequently does not ne
cessitate and demand or even all<>w 
for a present, living predictive and/or 
interpretative prophet. As the leaders 
of each of these associations believe 
they have the "living" Spirit of 
Prophecy in the dead prophet's writ-

ings as they themselves understand 
them, and that their respective teach
ing of them is the correct teaching, 
naturally each believes the other to 
be false. 

To the left or the right of these two 
main classes of false teachers in 
Davidia are several others, each of 
whom has one or two or a few be
wildered sheep following him. The 
baleful influence of any one of these 
several false .elements among us is 
not in its own small dimensions very 
great, and would not thus constitute 
any very grave obstacle in the path 
of progress of the ROD message. But, 
all together, they have wrought very 
considerable damage to the Davidi
an work in terms of confusion, re
proach, misdirected energies and 
means, in addition to the inestimable 
cost in souls lost, all resulting from 
their various false teachings. While 
Satan rejoices over the pitiful picture, 
Christ must look on with such emo
tions as caused Him to weep over 
Jerusalem. 

As the conservator of the ROD 
message; as the "storehouse" (2TG 
30:18:2) of His means for providing 
His house, His Church, with meat in 
due season-present truth; as "the 
house of Jacob" (Isa. 8: 17) to bind up 
the testimony of His ROD, thereby to 
seal the law among His disciples (Isa. 
8:16); hence as "His arm" (lTG 
37:16) to reach out and gather in His 
scattered and tom "little ones"; and 
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as His "Vanguard" (The Leviticus, p. 
3:2) to rescue and lead home the 
144,000-in short, as "all things to 
all men" at this time, the hemtbreak
ing state of heresy and consequent 
schism, confusion, and weakness in 
Davidia imposes upon this parent 
Association the fearsome, unforgiv
ing responsibility of warning aU who 
have a share in contributing to and 
perpetuating the existing division 
among us, that they must answer in 
the Judgment for all the evil, destruc
tive consequences of it. We must do 
everything God directs us to do in the 
effort to save them and their victims 
from perpetuating division. We must, 
in the way God leads and as far as He 
leads, work to bring aU representa
tives together in controlled, Christ
ian discussion of concerns which 
divide us, as the first step toward dis
sipating the multiple division in our 
midst, and toward effecting maxi
mum possible unification. 

Assuming that the Vista brethren 
could not possibly ignore this all
important, demanding concern at 
their recent session, we therefore 
faithfully addressed them the follow
ing letter. 

Our First Effort: 
June 11, 1967 

Dear Brother Warden and Brethren: 
Since it is impossible that realiz

ing Davidians not realize the serious
ly adverse effects, to say the least, of 

the present splintered and disunited 
state of Davidians, it is impossible 
that you folk can be satisfied to rest 
your efforts toward maximum possi
ble unification with your present 
state of union, and decline to make 
any efforts toward further union. 

It must follow, therefore, that at 
your forthcoming session [held June 
17, 18], your agenda will necessari
ly embrace this all-important consid
eration and concern, and will conse
quently provide time for hearing 
proposals as to what mandatory steps 
the Spirit of Prophecy calls for in 
making a breakthrough toward max
imum possible unification. 

Accordingly, I am herewith re
questing an hour and a half at your 
business session Sunday or Monday 
or Tuesday or whenever convenient, 
to lay before you Inspiration's blue
print of these requisite steps. 

I shall appreciate your reply by 
Thursday so that I can plan accord
inglyo 

May the principles set forth in 
dozens of well-known passages of 
the Spirit of Prophecy and in John 
7:51, 1 Thesso 5:21, and Prov. 18:13, 
infonn and detennine your reply. 

The Lord inspire you to this end. 
Sincerely yours "to do justly, and 

to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God" (Mic. 6:8), and thus to 
keep faith with the truth, 

M.l Bingham 
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The Vista Council's Reply: 
June 12, 1967 

Dear Brother Bingham: 
Yours by special delivery re

ceived at about 8:00 a.m. As we have 
a quorum here in Vista we were 
ready shortly to take action on it. 

We would be happy to comply 
with its contents if it were possible 
to do so. 

A year or more ago when we unit
ed we sent out to most Davidians an 
application blank for participation. 
In other words we invited aU David
ians to unite on the platform ofTmth. 
We had no word from you at that 
time. 

Furthermore we cannot go along 
with your teachings on Leah and 
Rachel, and other writings. We could 
not possibly unite with what we con
sider uninspired teachings-"-we go 
only with the Rod as it is written. 

This being the Truth we see no 
need of your appearance before the 
Session. 

Yours to hasten the work by giv
ing heed only to that which is written. 

By The Council 
Per H. G. Warden 

As their reply reveals, they once 
again repulsed our efforts to bring 
them to hear and to consider Inspira
tion's blueprint of the requisite steps 
toward maximum possible Davidian 
unification. 
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Our Reply and Second Effort: 
June 13, 1967 

Dear Brother Warden and Brethren: 
Thank you for your very prompt 

reply to my Special Delivery. I ap
preciate your acting upon it with 
such commendable dispatch. Very 
regrettably, though, there ends my 
appreciation of your reply. 

It is exceedingly difficult for me 
to believe that you, Brother Warden, 
knowing as well as anyone the prin
ciples contained in the references set 
forth in paragraph five of my June 11 
letter to you, could be serious in your 
June 12 reply to it. It is simply in
credible. 

In the first place, not a paragraph, 
line, word, jot or tittle of your last 
five paragraphs has any relevancy to 
my request. I did not intimate the 
slightest line or thought of doctrine 
in my letter, nor request time at your 
session to advocate or defend the 
slightest line or thought of doctrine. 
Submit my letter to any disinterest
ed judge, then submit your reply, and 
it will be summarily ruled out of 
court as no relevant reply at all, but 
an unconcealable attempt to dodge 
my request, by rendering your judg
ment, ipsi dixit, on what is and is not 
truth. 

You say in your paragraph two 
that you "would be happy to comply 
with" my request "if it were possible 
to do so." Nothing but your own prej
udice and fear, judging and dodging, 
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makes it impossible. It is possible 
with God. It is possible with me. It is 
possible with your agenda. It is im
possible only with your prejudicial, 
unreasonable, irrelevant, evasive 
thinking and feeling. There is no 
other impossibility. 

Your paragraph three is the .es
sence of irrelevancy. And it is simply 
another dodge. Well known to every-1 

one is the fact that I protested your 
closed session last year, and urged 
that it be made a hearing for all who 
were burdened to be heard on unifi
cation. Had I signed a dozen of your 
applications, it would have made no 
particle of difference. I would have 
received the same kind of reply as I 
received this morning to my June 11 
request. And everyone knows that. 

It is totally irrelevant whether I 
wrote to you a year ago, which I did, 
or six months ago, or six weeks ago, 
or not at all. The only relevant con
sideration is whether or not you 
brethren are sincere enough in your 
profession of seeking unity among 
Davidians to invest an hour and a 
half of your session time in hearing, 
not an advocacy or defense of any 
doctrine but, a presentation solely of 
Inspiration's blueprint of the requi
site steps toward effecting maximum 
possible unification. 

Your paragraph four is purely gra
tuitous and wholly uncalled for in the 
light of my request. I had no remotest 
thought of even mentioning any of 
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the Association's teachings. l asked 
for time specifically, expressly, and 
solely to present "Inspiration's blue
print" of the "requisite steps toward" 
"maximum possible unification." 
That is simple, plain, unambiguous 
language. But you either ignored it 
or twisted it to mean what you need
ed to have it mean in order to give 
some semblance of justification to 
your rejecting as "impossible" my 
request, when you know in your 
hearts there is nothing at all impos
sible about giving me, as we would 
give any of you, an hour and a half 
to present such an urgently important 
consideration for divided Davidians. 
And everyone knows that. 

Like your paragraphs one and 
two, your paragraph three is patent
ly a dodge to save you from hearing 
what you do not want to hear for fear 
of the cost involved. 

You say, "We go only with the 
ROD as it is written." That is what 
you say. We say the same. Others say 
the same. Neither you, nor we, nor 
they are the ultimate judges in the 
matter. You constantly seem to for
get that. Those who read what we 
publish are the judges. Let us not lose 
sight of this fact. So whether you or 
we or the others "go only with the 
ROD as it is written," will not be 
proved by your or our or their asser
tion in the affirmative. 

But all this again is completely ir
relevant to my letter. I did not make 
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any such claims, any such intima~ 
tions, or any such implications in my 
request, and you know I did not You 
deliberately sidestepped reply to my 
request (evidently because you do 
not want to be confronted with Inspi
ration's demands), and made irrele
vant reply in terms of what you say 
is truth, and what you do not believe, 
that the Association does believe! 

31 

Now, what sort of reason andre
ligion is that? The only reasonable . 
and Christian response to my request 
would be a straight "yes." Even a 
straight "no" would be far less rep
rehensible than your five paragraphs 
of irrelevant and evasive reply. 

Your crowning statement of in
credibility is your paragraph five: 
"This being the Truth we see no need 
of your appearance before the Ses
sion." Assuming to lay down in the 
preceding three paragraphs an entire
ly irrelevant and evasive premise, 
you then conclude that "this" irrele
vant, evasive premise, "being the 
Truth" (note that you even capitalize 
truth as though what you believe is 
the total embodiment of truth), "we 
see no need of your appearance." 

Brethren, you all know that it is 
not that you saw no need of my pres
ence, but that you saw all need to 
prevent my presence by all means. 
You have made yourselves very 
clear, and none who understand what 
they read, will misunderstand your 
intent 
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I am, nevertheless, giving you op
portunity to reverse it, and to show 
forth both good sense and goodwill 
in doing so. 

My original request, in exactly the 
terms in which it was stated, is now 
back in your hands for direct, rele
vant reply. 

May you repeat the edifying ex
ample of another exemplary prompt 
response. 

Sincerely yours to respond to a 
forthright and relevant request with 
a forthright and relevant "yes" or 
"no," 

M. J. Bingham 

No reply from the Vista brethren. 

Our Third Effort: 
July 20, 1967 

Dear Brother Warden and Company: 
For the sake of the message, the 

Church, and all principals concerned, 
I am writing you again regarding the 
responsibility incumbent upon an of 
us who profess to believe in the ROD 
and to be Davidians, to muzzle the 
mouth of our differences, put a leash 
on them, and sternly hold them in 
silent abeyance to a full-scale hear
ing of the mandatory steps the Sphit 
of Prophecy calls for in making a 
breakthrough toward maximum pos
sible unification. 

Others besides myself have writ
ten to you [See next issue of the Tid-
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ings] urging you to discharge this re
sponsibility and duty. Your replies 
circumvent the concern, and gratu
itously launch into a no-shadow-of
a-doubt assertion of the enancy and 
invalidity of The Association's posi
tion on 2TG41:24:1 and2SM 389:4; 
12Code 5:14:3; 16:1, 2; 13Code 
1&2:8:4; 9:2; lTG 47: 14:6; lSRp.e. 
32:3, 4; 33:3; 23:1; 22:4. 

In reply to one who urges you to 
a Christlike hearing, you reply: 

"We can see no necessity" "to sit 
down in a Christlike way and hear 
what the Spirit of Prophecy has to 
say '!on the subject of unity," because 
"having read and reread every state
ment we are fully persuaded that we 
know exactly what the Lord has said 
on the subject. This being so, what 
could be gained by this action?" 

Brethren, do you not realize that 
this is an astonishing statement, com
ing as it does from Davidians, who 
have many, many times heard andre
futed exactly the same sort of state
ment from Laodicean brethren? 
Surely you brethren do not want to 
make yourselves Davidian Phar
isees,·the worst of all Pharisees. 

Whether the Association is right 
or wrong or you are right or wrong 
concerning any specific point of dif
ference, should not be for us dogmat
ically to say at this point Every con
cept and precept of Truth lays us, as 
Davidians, under heavy responsibil
ity to come together and canvas 
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God's procedure for working toward 
unity. 

We think we are as conversant 
with the entire Spirit of Prophecy 
writings, Sister White's and Brother 
Houteff's combined, as are any other 
Davidians. But the last position we 
would dare take would be that we 
know everything there is to know on 
any subject, and that therefore there 
would be nothing to be gained by a 
discussion on it The only possible 
reason we can think of that we would 
take such an obscurantist position 
would be because of our being inse
cure and thus running scared about 
our stand. If we found ourselves, as 
you find yourselves, refusing to 
come reason together, from the Bible 
and the Spirit of Prophecy, concern
ing our differences, then we would 
know quickly and certainly that our 
refusing to discuss them was rooted 
in fear of our not being able to up
hold and vindicate our stand on them. 

We don't want to believe this 
about you brethren, and we don't 
want others to believe it about you if 
it is not true. And we hope it proves 
untrue. But if you persist in taking 
refuge behind your present super
Laodicean position, how can we help 
believing it? 

Since your Session this June, we · 
have asked three who had attended 
why you refused to come together 
with us to consider the Spirit of 
Prophecy's blueprint of the manda-
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tory steps toward effecting unity. All 
three unhesitatingly gave the same 
answer-that you feared that such a 
sitting would expose your position to 
be untenable. As this interpretation 
of your conduct, in the light in which 
it appears, obtains in your own ranks, 
how can you expect us and others not 
to interpret it thus, unless you 
straightway move to take the only 
steps calculated to belie the appear
ance? 

Because we are both preoccupied 
with working for maximum possible 
unity in the Davidian ranks and com
mitted to going far out of our way to 
deal fairly with all men, we are there
fore making this third appeal to you 
for the sake, not of yourselves prima
rily but, of the cause which you pro
fess to love and serve, and which is 
suffering because of division and dis
unity which your expressed attitude 
and position are helping only to per
petuate and to deepen. 
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just as it now stands. 
But this is not what we want to do, 

Brethren. We want to see you do the 
right thing-the thing God bids all of 
us to do, which, in this present case, 
is to come together as Christians, and 
to conduct a controlled dialogue on 
the concerns stipulated. We want you 
to have the opportunity to have your 
correspondence which is to be pub
lished along with ours in the EDU
CATOR, redeemed and dignified with 
a letter of decision to sit down with 
us to weigh the Spirit of Prophecy's 
testimony on the steps which must be 
subscribed to and taken in pursuing 
unity. 

Let us, unhesitatingly in obedi
ence, take this truth-enjoined step, 
trust the Lord to lead on, then in faith 
accept the outcome. Doing this, we 
shall vindicate our integrity, and 
prove to ourselves and to all Davidi
ans that we are not afraid of con
frontation, not afraid to weigh the 

Davidians have both a to I truth, not afraid to pass our views 
through the acid vat of investigation, 
not afraid to weigh evidences, not 
unwi.Hing to tal(e our stand on the 
weight of evidence, and not wanting 
in intellectual honesty and courage 
to seek the exaltation of the Truth at 
whatever cost to any of our views of 
truth. 

know who is who and a responsibil
ity to support the ones who are truly 
working for unity. And we have are
sponsibility to enable them to do 
both. Consequently, the forthcoming 
EDUCATOR will carry the entire cor
respondence with you in this connec
tion. We could dose it up with your 
letter of June 12, 1967 and with your 
subsequently failing to respond to 
my reply to it, and could thus repre
sent your position very unfavorably 

Just this first step, Brethren, will 
bring joy, rejoicing, and encourage
ment to the hearts of all true Davidi-
ans. 
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This is our position on our views. 
It should be no less your position on 
your views, and the position of all 
other Davidians on their views. It is 
the only honest position, the only po
sition that can lead to maximum pos
sible unification and unity, the only 
position that can save us from our
selves, from any errant views and 
ways, and finally from the Valley of 
JezreeL It is what we stand instantly 
ready to do. We hope and pray that it 
is what you stand likewise ready to 
do. 

We must close up the EDUCATOR 

by next Wednesday, July 26. So we 
shall wait until Tuesday, the 25th, for 
your reply, and shall hope and pray 
that it may be in the affirmative so 
that all who hopefully look on in 
Davidia may rejoice over the good 
news, and take heart. 

In considering this demanding 
concern, and in auiving at your de·· 
cision on it, we pray you to be guid
ed by principle, not expediency; by 
Inspired precept, not personal ideas 
and fears; by the warning admonition 
set forth in the following Inspired 
counsels: 

"God would have all the bearings 
and positions of truth thoroughly, per
severingly searched, with PRAYER 

AND FASTING. Believers are not to 
rest in suppositions and ill-defined 
ideas of what constitute truth .... "
CW40:2. 

"Our brethren should be willing 
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to investigate in a candid way every 
point of controversy .. .. [God] has 
given directions by which we may 
test every doctrine-'Tothe law and 
to the testimony: if they speak not 
according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.' "-Id. 43, 
44. 

"Truth is eternal, and conflict with 
error will only make manifest its 
strength. We should never refuse to 
examine the Scriptures with those 
who, we have reason to believe, de
sire to know what is truth as much as 
we do .... 

"The only right way would be to 
sit down as Christians and investi
gate the position presented, in the 
light of God's word, which will re
veal truth and unmask error ... .Ifthe 
pilh.1.rs of our faith will not stand the 
test of investigation, it is time that we 
knew it. There must be no spirit of 
Pharisaism cherished among us .... " 
-Id. 44:1,2. 

" ... Shall we drive our stakes of 
doctrine one after another, and then 
try to make all Scripture meet our es
tablished opinions? or shall we take 
our ideas and views to the Scriptures, 
and measure our theories on every 
side by the Scriptures oftruth?"-Id. 
36:2. 

" ... Age will not make error into 
and truth can afford to be fair. 

No true doctrine will lose anything 
by close investigation,''-Id. 35:2. 

".,.As long as we hold to our own 
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ideas and opinions with determined 
persistency, we cannot have the unity 
for which Christ prayed."-Id. 37:1. 

" ... Truth is ... growing and ... we 
must therefore keep pace with it ... . 

"Those who fail to keep pace with 
the Truth, as Inspiration unfolds It, 
can never, of course, come to 'the 
unityofthefaith.' "-lTG 51:7,8. 

" ... Our ideas are to fall flat, and 
the Lord's prophecies are. to stand 
'high and lifted up.' Our duty is to 
prove God :S· Word correct rather than 
to hold tenaciously to our precon
ceptions and misconceptions until 
God Himself steps in and puts us to 
shame."-lTG 13:7:3. 

Be guided by these counsels, 
Brethren, as we hope and pray you 
will, and your decision will signal the 
next step forward in defeating the 
devil's designs to keep Davidians 
divided. 

Sincerely yours to keep faith with 
the truth, 

M. J. Bingham 

The Vista Council's Reply: 
July 23, 1967 

Dear Brother Bingham: 
Our answer to your letter of July 

20th is found in the following: 
"Now it came to pass when San

ballat, and Tobiah, and Geshem the 
Arabian, and the rest of our enemies, 
heard that I had builded the waH, and 
that there was no breach left therein; 
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(though at that time I had not set up 
the doors upon the gates;) 

"That SanbaHat and Geshem sent 
unto me, saying, Come, let us meet 
together in some one of the villages 
in the plain of Ono. But they thought 
to do me mischief. 

"And I sent messengers unto 
them, saying, I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down: 
why should the work cease, whilst I 
leave it, and come down to you? 

"Yet they sent ·unto me four times 
after this sort; and I answered them 
after the same manner. 

"Then sent Sanballat his servant 
unto me in like manner the fifth time 
with an open letter in his hand; 

"Wherein was written, It is report
ed among the heathen, and Gashmu 
saith it, that thou and the Jews think 
to rebel; for which cause thou 
buildest the wan, that thou mayest be 
their king, according to these words. 

"And. thou hast also appointed 
prophets to preach of thee at Jeru
salem, saying, There is a king in 
Judah: and now shall it be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
Come now therefore, and let us take 
council together. 

"Then I said unto him, saying, 
There are no such things done as thou 
sayest, but thou feignest them out of 
thine own heart. 

"For they all made us afraid, say
ing, Their hands shall be weakened 
from the work, that it be not done. 
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Now therefore, 0 God, strengthen 
my hands." Neh. 6:1-9. 

Signed by their Resident Council 

Our Reply and Fourth Effort: 
July 27, 1967 

Dear Brethren: 
From the outset, I shall be very 

plain-spoken with you. Your July 23 
reply to my July 20 appeal to you, al
though strictly in character, is disap
pointing. We had dared hope against 
hope for something better from you 
than your taking refuge behind the 
fearfully abused words of Nehemi
ah. Doubtless no great moral stand 
has ever had more "saints" hide be
hind it in cowardly, self-righteous es
cape from the pursuing challenge of 
moral responsibility and duty, than 
has Nehemiah's. 

Time and again our Laodicean 
brethren have identically replied to 
Davidian appeals to them to give us 
a hearing concerning the ROD. The 
new Carmel Laban Council (of 
which, significantly, Brother Helman 
was formerly a member and Brother 
Warden fonnerly a dutiful func
tionary) published to the Davidian 
world the identical reply to our sev
eral appeals to them to give us a hear
ing concerning their disappointment. 

Whenever a religious group is 
caught between the Bible's require
ments, on the one hand, to sit down 
with concerned brethren and discuss 
differences, and their fears, on the 
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other hand, that they cannot vindi
cate their own position and, there
fore, that they dare not risk a con
frontation, then their only face
saving procedure is to seek sanctu
ary, with a show of righteousness, 
behind Nehemiah's words. 

But this old, old dodge fools none 
but the dodgers themselves. Were 
Nehemiah alive, and could he per
sonally confront you present duty
dodgers who seek to hide behind him 
at his expense, he would, in princi
ple, deal with you as Jesus dealt with 
the offenders in the temple. 

We are Davidians and you are 
Davidians. Neither of us are opposers 
of the ROD, as Sanballat, Tobiah, and 
Geshem were opposers of the work 
of building the wall. So neither of us 
has any Biblical right to use Nehe
miah's words against the other. There 
is no analogy between either your 
background and purpose, or our back
ground and purpose, and the back
ground and purpose of those who 
were opposing Nehemiah, ~md there
fore no relevant and just case either 
for our comparing you with them or 
for your comparing us with them. 

These wicked men, enemies of 
God and His people, were seeking 
only to do Nehemiah "mischief' so 
as to prevent his building the wall. 
Who are you sinners to judge us as 
wicked men, enemies of God and His 
people? We do not so judge you. But 
your own course of action in seeking 
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to hide your fearfulness behind Ne
hemiah does judge you recreant to 
your trust. 

Our concern and purpose in per
sistently urging upon you a sitting to
gether is not to do you injury but, 
solely to do what Truth and Right
eousness dictate in the interest of the 
message and souls, and consequent
ly in the equal interest of us aU. It is 
solely your illegitimacy as an asso
ciation and your consequent insecu~ 
rity that make you fearful to meet 
with us, lest truth and logic inex
orably expose the falseness of your 
entire operation from bottom to top. 

Nehemiah had good reason not to 
meet with those evil plotters against 
his life and his work. You have no 
such reason to dodge your duty to 
come together with us in an effort to 
dissipate our differences, for the sake 
of the message and souls, and you 
full well know it, and therefore 
should hang your heads with shame 
of face. 

Besides, Brethren, what wall are 
you building? Nehemiah and his 
brethren were building a wall for 
God, a wall for truth, a wall for 
peace. Just what wall are you build
ing, Brethren? What-other than the 
wall of your own folly?-The folly 
of breaking away from this parent 
Association; the folly of ambitiously 
starting up another association to fur
ther divide Davidia; the folly of re
ceiving into your unlawful associa-
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tion apostates from God's Vanguard 
Association; the folly of placing 
them in your office and on your 
council; the folly of committing the 
serious offence of plagiarism with 
the ROD-of unconscionably using 
Brother Houteff's writings without 
quotes around them, and of shame
lessly removing his name from his 
charts which you printed; the cap
sheaf folly of echoing Nehemiah in 
the effort to cover up your recreancy 
to your duty to meet with us in the in
terest of Davidian unification and 
unity; and the consequent folly of 
feeding disunion in Davidia. Other 
than this massive wall of folly, what 
wall are you building, Brethren? 
What other, in essence, than that of 
prejudice, fear, and deepening divi
sion? 

Finally, concerning this false wall 
from which you say you cannot come 
down, may the Spirit of Truth carry 
home to your consciences Inspira
tions reply: 

1. " ... The avenues to the soul have 
been closed by the tyrant Preju
dice."-MYP 218:2. 

2. "There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casteth out fear: because 
fear hath torment. He that feareth is 
not made perfect in love." 1 John 
4:18. 

3. "Now I beseech you, brethren, 
by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you; 
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but that ye be perfectly joined togeth
er in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. ... 

"Now this I say, that every one of 
you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apol
los; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 
Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified 
for you? or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul?" 1 Cor. 1:10, 12, 13. 

4. "For ye are yet carnal: for 
whereas there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not 
carnal, and walk as men? 

"For while one saith, I am of Paul; 
and another, I am of Apollos.; are ye 
not carnal? Who then is Paul, and 
who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man?" 1 Cor. 3:3-5. 

5. "Now I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them which cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid 
them." Rom. 16:17. 

Should the grace of goodwill, 
courage, and obedience ever succeed 
in vanquishing your fear and cow
ardice and self-righteousness, and in 
impelling you, as we profoundly 
hope it will, to take steps toward un
doing what you have most promi
nently done toward creating and per
petuating disunity, you will find us 
ready to go more than half way to 
meet you" 

In the meantime, we shall cease 
not to pray for you. 
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Sincerely yours to be without 
guile, 

The DSDA Assn. 
By M. J. Bingham 

The Vista Council's Reply: 

Wednesday, August 2, 1967, the 
letter quoted above, addressed to Mr. 
H. G. Warden, came back, marked, 
"Refused-Return to Sender." 

So, turning the other cheek, we 
immediately remailed it, addressed 
this time, to Brother Helman. To 
date, August 10, we have received 
neither it back nor a reply to it. 

Several Association members ap
pealed to the Vista brethren to sit 
down with us to a Christlike hearing 
on Inspiration's counsels concerning 
the steps necessary to unification" 
Not one of their replies to the appeals 
made is anyreply at all, but an out
of-hand condemnation and rejection 
of the Association's position on 2TG 
41:24:1 and on the Jacob Typology. 
In each case 2SM 389:4 is cited in 
supposed proof that the testimony is 
not bound up the Association. 
Space limitations disallow our quot
ing but one appeal and their reply to 
it, as follows" 

To be continued. 
-The Timely-Truth Educator, 

Vol. 11, No. 1, pp. 24-35, Jan.-Aug. 
1967. 0 



APPRECIATION OF THE WORK OF MRS. E. G. WHITE 
[The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Vol. 92, No. 38] 

M. C. Wilcox, Editor 

I t was in the seventies of the last 
century that the writer, a young 

schoolteacher, first became acquaint
ed with this people, and through 
them with the work of Mrs. E. G. 
White. Having been for years skep
tical regarding the Bible, he was even 
more skeptical of her work. There-
fore it was not the conviction of sen
timent, but of evidence, that led to 
the recognition of her gift and work 
among this people. 

Nor was it evidence of what might 
be called outward or physical signs 
of her gift. These might be convinc
ing to others, but they made little or 
no appeal to his reason or conviction. 

The preeminent evidence with 
him was the character of her work 
and its fruits. Some of these are wor
thy of note, but he does not seek to 
name them in the order of their im
portance. 

Mrs. White did not, as have some 
latter-day teachers, claim that .the 
truth was restored in her after having 
been lost for centuries. She recog
nized God's leading and guiding 
hand all through the ages. She and 
her people were but seeking to carry 
on to completion, as set forth in 
prophecy, the Reformation begun in 
the fifteenth century, but left incom
plete. She recognized that God 
wrought mightily through His own 

instruments in all the ages, and her 
heart had large charity for those in 
the great Protestant denominations 
who could not see all that she saw. 

She did all in her power to ad
vance educational work in its truest 
and fullest sense-the education of 
the whole man, physical, mental, 
moral, spirituaL 

Mrs. White ainied not at outward 
display, but at the primitive simplic
ity of Christianity, with conscien
tious, rigid economy; yet she was not 
niggardly, but liberal to the impover
ishment of herself. She worked with 
irrepressible energy, yet was carefu! 
of the health ofthose around her. 

She did not seek to build up some 
great center. She did not believe in 
colonization. It was the duty of God's 
people not to seek selfishly what 
would please and profit them, but to 
be missionaries among the needy. 
Her efforts in behalf of foreign mis
sions have been great, and her appeal 
to her people as she saw the need of 
millions was to sacrifice, to labor, 
and to pray for others. The erection 
of sanitariums, publishing houses, 
schools, in all of which she was a 
leading spirit, had for their ultimate 
object the salvation of souls, the glo
ry of the cause of Christ. She there
fore did not seek to establish any 
great earthly center, but many cen-
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ters, spiritual ganglia, so to speak, the 
great center of which was the Eter
nal Throne. 

Mrs. White sought to teach men 
to look to God for guidance in per
plexity, and not to her or any other 
human being. Frequently when men 
have written for light on perplexing 
questions, she has in reply urged 
them to seek God, assuring them that 
He was as willing to hear them as He 
was to hear her. 

She held to no human standard. 
The Bible was to her the Book of 
God. The Spirit that inspired its 
words would guide the soul willing 
to be guided, into all truth. All her ut
terances, by pen or voice, pointed to 
the Word of God as the one all-suffi
cient guide. From that living Spirit 
she daily drank of the waters of life. 

Mrs. White never claimed or as
smned leadership among this people. 
Hers was one gift among many
vital and important, it is true, but not 
the greatest. There was but one lead
er, Christ Jesus. He was our example, 
our Saviour from sin, our constant 
Friend, our mighty Helper, our corn
ing King. From Him she took orders. 
To Him she went not vainly in every 
trial. To Him she pointed others. 

All these are divine, life-molding 
principles. Many may read with prej
udice; even so have men ever read 
light and truth to their own undoing. 
Many may recognize that God sends 
light and truth through the frailest 
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and humblest instruments, and may 
profit thereby. 

So has the writer profited, and he 
here wishes to voice his appreciation 
of Mrs. E. G. White'slife work, and 
of its fruits. He has learned that her 
messages are not clubs to mangle, 
not daggers to destroy souls. Some
times they are caustic to burn away 
sin, but they are also balm for the 
bruise, healing for the hurt, helpful
ness and encouragement to the bro
ken heart, a guide to the eternal prin
ciples and rich promise of the love of 
God. In their continuance is life. 

A Testimony 
G B. Thompson 

I embraced the truths of the third 
angel's message in 1884. Before that 
I was without God and without hope. 
When the message came to me, I ac
cepted the whole message, including 
the Spirit of Prophecy. It seemed rea
sonable to me that God would speak 
to His church now in somewhat the 
same way as He did in former times. 
I had no doubt then, nor have I had 
in all the years which have since in
tervened, that Sister White was cho
sen of the Lord as His special mes
senger to communicate to His 
remnant church words of warning 
and instruction just as truly as were 
the prophets of old. 

The first book I purchased after 
beginning to keep the Sabbath was 
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Early Writings. I have it still, re
bound. I have read this precious lit
tle volume through many times. 
None, it would seem, could read this 
book, among the first of her writings, 
without being assured that it was in
dited by the Spirit of God in a special 
sense. The same is true of all the 
many volumes from her pen. Read 
where you will and you are directed 
to the Holy Scriptures as the guide, 
and to Jesus as the Redeemer. As one 
reads, a conviction of sin steals into 
the heart, there comes a desire to 
pray, and to make a deeper and more 
complete consecration to God of all 
he has and is, and he feels that he 
must do more to save the lost. This is 
evidence of the work of the Spirit of 
God. I prize these writings next to 
my Bible, and regard them as con
taining the most helpful comments 
on the Holy Scriptures in existence. 

As I have read these writings, I 
have been profoundly impressed 
with their deep spirituality, and have 
many times said that the people to 
whom God has committed such an 
inestimable gift are the most favored, 
and also the most accountable for 
light, of all people in the world. 

This faithful and devoted servant 
of God is now laid to rest, and can no 
longer instruct and admonish us 
either by voice or by pen. We should 
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reread the volumes from her pen, and 
give heed, as never before, to the 
counsel which has come to us, en
deavoring to walk in the clear path
way of holy living which it points 
out. 

Through the years of my ministry 
I have read and prized the works of 
Sister White. When it was dark, the 
way has been pointed out In sorrow 
there has been comfort. When the 
cause of God was in a crisis, warn
ings have come to save from disas
ter. The snares and pitfalls of the 
enemy have been unmasked. I some
times fear that as a people we have 
not appreciated this gift as we ought. 

Now her work is done, her sun has 
gone down from a cloudless sky. 
That voice which has uttered so 
many faithful warnings is stilled, the 
hands which have been so ready to 
minister to others are folded to rest. 
Her pen is laid aside forever. She 
now sleeps in the silence of the tomb. 
But though dead, she still speaks. 
Her works indeed follow her, and 
will continue to do so till the close of 
probation. We have all sustained a 
great loss, but God lives, and the 
triumph of the message, foretold 
both in the Scriptures of Truth and in 
the writings of the Spirit of Proph
ecy, is assured. 0 



FORTHEYOUNGATHEART 
AN ANGEl UNCOUPlES THE TRAIN 

RUTH WHEELER 

''I feel strange about starting on 
this trip," James White said to 

his wife, "but, Ellen, we have an ap
pointment and we must go." 

They were staying in the home of 
Mr. Palmer in Jackson, Michigan, 
but had planned to take the train that 
evening for Wisconsin. All afternoon 
Mr. White moved about restlessly, 
and several times he spoke of his un
easy feelings. "If I did not have an 
appointment I would not go tonight." 
he said. 

As night came on, all those in the 
house. united in prayer that Mr. and 
Mrs. White would be kept safely. 
When they arose from their knees, 
James White said, "I am ready to go. 
The Lord will have a care for us and 
keep us." 

They went to the station, and at 
eight o'clock they boarded the train 
and sat down in the first car. James 
White began to arrange their pack
ages and luggage so that they might 
be comfortable, but Ellen White 
looked around with uneasiness. 
"James," she said, "I can't stay in this 
car. I must get out of here." 

They quickly picked up their bun
dles and went back into the next car. 
Mrs. White chose a seat in the mid
dle of the car and sat down with her 
packages in her lap. "I don't feel at 
home on this train," she said. They 

both sat quietly, waiting for some
thing, they did not know what. 

The bell rang, and the train start
ed out in the darkness, but it had gone 
only about three miles when it began 
to jerk backward and forward and tip 
sideways. Hastily they raised the 
window and looked out. They saw 
the car in front standing on end, and 
the air was filled with cries and 
groans. The engine too, was lying off 
the track. But the car in which they 
were riding was on the track and 
back from the wreckage about a hun
dred feet The express car was 
crushed to pieces, but the baggage 
car, which held a big trunk of books 
and papers belonging to Mr. White, 
was only slightly damaged, and the 
trunk was safe. 

The car in which Mr. White had 
first found seats was crushed, and the 
wreckage, together with the injured 
people, was thrown on each side of 
the track. 

Another train was expected in a 
few minutes, and everyone was very 
much excited. Pieces of the wreck
age were quickly gathered into a pile 
and set afire to warn the oncoming 
train, while some of the men took 
burning pieces of wood for torches 
and hurried down the track to meet 
the train. 

James White took his wife in his 
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arms, and wading in the water, car
ried her across a small stream and a 
swampy field to the main road. They 
walked on a half mile down the road 
until they came to a house. Here Mrs. 
White waited while her husband 
went on with a messenger from the 
train wreck, who was being sent to 
Jackson for a physician. Mr. White 
found a team of horses and came for 
his wife, and they both went to the 
home of one of the Adventists who 
lived nearby. 

The next morning they all went 
back to see the wreck. They found 
that a large ox had lain down on the 
track, and when the engine struck it, 
the train left the track. The car in 
which Mr. and Mrs White had been 
riding was standing back by itself. It 
had been uncoupled from the rest of 
the train, and the coupling bolt with 
its chain was lying on the platform of 
the car, as though it had been placed 
there. But the brakeman had not been 
there, and it was a mystery to the 
trainmen how it could have hap
pened. 

As Mr. and Mrs. White looked at 
the crushed cars and the overturned 
engine and then at the last two cars 
standing safe and undamaged, they 
said, "God does hear prayer. His an
gel must have uncoupled that car and 
preserved the lives of His servants." 

In a few hours Mr. and Mrs. White 
were able to take another train and 
with their trunk of books continue on 
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their journey. They reached Wiscon
sin in time for their appointment, 
happy that they were traveling in the 
cause of God and that His angel was 
ever guiding and watching over 
them. This visit was a great help to 
the people who were interested in the 
Advent message in Wisconsin. 

Two years before this, Mr. Bates 
had preached in Battle Creek, and 
had baptized one man. This man had 
brought others to unite with him, and 
there were now several believers. 
Mr. and Mrs. White visited thls little 
company in Battle Creek. The work 
grew, and still others joined the Sab
bathkeepers there. They urged Mr. 
and Mrs. White to move to this town 
and make it their home. After a meet
ing held by the leading workers it 
was decided to move the printing 
house and the press that had recent
ly been bought to Battle Creek. Land 
was cheap, and the workers in the 
printing house could have homes of 
their own here and not live crowded 
together as they had been living. 

In Battle Creek the White family 
for the first time had a house to them
selves. Here they could live with 
their three sons and have time to rest 
and study. Any stranger was always 
made welcome in this home. 

Often there were meetings held in 
Battle Creek, and people came from 
many miles away and spent the 
Sometimes they brought their bed
ding and stayed two or three days. 
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The church members in Battle Creek I held in Battle Creek, there were thir-
opened up their homes and enter
tained these visitors. The White 
home was always open, and visitors 
were always given a hearty welcome. 
One day when a general meeting was 

ty-five guests for dinner. At other 
times people came and stayed for a 
week at a time. 

-His Messenger, pp. 97-100. 0 

The car in which they were liding was on the track 

and back from the wreckage about a hundred feet. 



HEALTH WAVE 
COMMON ERRORS IN DIET 

[Counsels on Health, pp. 576-579] 
E. G. White 

I ntemperance is seen in the quant
ity as well as in the quality of food 

eaten. The Lord has instructed me 
that as a general rule we place too 
much food in the stomach. Many 
make themselves uncomfortable by 
overeating, and sickness is often the 
result. The Lord did not bring this 
punishment on them. They brought 
it on themselves, and God desires 
them to realize that pain is the result 
of transgression. 

Daily abused, the digestive or
gans cannot do their work well. A 
poor quality of blood is made, and 
thus, through improper eating, the 
whole machinery is crippled. Give 
the stomach less to do. It will recov
er if proper care is shown in regard 
to the quality and quantity of food 
eaten. 

Many eat too rapidly. Others eat 
at one meal varieties of food that do 
not agree. If men and women would 
only remember how greatly they af
flict the soul when they afflict the 
stomach, and how deeply Christ is 
dishonored when the stomach is 
abused, they would deny the ap
petite, and thus give the stomach op
portunity to recover its healthy ac
tion. While sitting at the table, we 
may do medical missionary work by 
eating and drinking to the glory of 
God. 

Eating on the Sabbath 

To eat on the Sabbath the same 
amount of food eaten on a working 
day, is entirely out of place. The Sab
bath is the day set apart for the wor
ship of God, and on it we are to be 
specially careful in regard to our diet. 
A clogged stomach means a clogged 
brain. Too often so large an amount 
of food is eaten on the Sabbath that 
the mind is rendered dull and stupid, 
incapable of appreciating spiritual 
things. The habits of eating have 
much to do with the many dull reli
gious exercises of the Sabbath. The 
diet for the Sabbath should be select
ed with reference to the duties of the 
day on which the purest, holiest serv
ice is to be offered to God. 

Eating has much to do with reli
gion. The spiritual experience is 
greatly affected by the way in which 
the stomach is treated. Eating and 
drinking in accordance with the laws 
of health promote virtuous actions. 
But if the stomach is abused by 
habits that have no foundation in 
nature, Satan takes advantage ofthe 
wrong that has been done, and uses 
the stomach as an enemy of right
eousness, creating a disturbance 
which affects the entire being. Sacred 
things are not appreciated. Spiritual 
zeal diminishes. Peace of mind is 

(45) 
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lost. There is dissension, strife, and 
discord. Impatient words are spoken 
and unkind deeds are done; dishon
est practices are followed, and anger 
is manifested-and all because the 
nerves of the brain are disturbed by 
the abuse heaped on the stomach. 

What a pity it is that often, when 
the greatest self-denial should be ex
ercised, the stomach is crowded with 
a mass of unhealthful food, which 
lies there to decompose. The afflic
tion of the stomach afflicts the brain. 
The imprudent eater does not realize 
that he is disqualifying himself for 
giving wise counsel, disqualifying 
himself for laying plans for the best 
advancement of the work of God. 
But this is so. He cannot discern spir
itual things, and in council meetings, 
when he should say Yea, he says Nay. 
He makes propositions that are wide 
of the mark, because the food he has 
eaten has benumbed his brain power. 

Health Reform and Spirituality 

The. failure to follow sound prin
ciples has marred the history of God's 
people. There has been a continual 
backsliding in health refonn, and as 
a result God is dishonored by a great 
lack of spirituality. Barriers have 
been erected which would never have 
been seen had God's people walked 
in the light. 

Shall we who have had such great 
opportunities allow the people of the 
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world to go in advance of us in health 
refom1? Shall we cheapen our minds 
and abuse our talents by wrong eat
ing? Shall we transgress God's holy 
law by following selfish practices? 
Shall our inconsistency become a by
word? ShaH we live such unchris
tianlike lives that the Saviour will be 
ashamed to can us brethren? 

Shall we not rather do that med
ical missionary work which is the 
gospel in practice, living in such a 
way that the peace of God can rule in 
our hearts? Shall we not remove 
every stumbling block from the feet 
of unbelievers, ever remembering 
what is due to a profession of Chl.is
tianity? Far better give up the name 
of Christian than make a profession 
and at the same time indulge appe
tites which strengthen unholy pas
siOns. 

A Reformation Called For 

God calls upon every church 
member to dedicate his life unre
servedly to the Lord's service. He 
calls for decided reformation. All 
creation is groaning under the curse. 
God's people should place them
selves where they will grow in grace, 
being sanctified, body, soul, and spir
it, by the truth. When they break 
away from all health-destroying in
dulgences, they will have a clearer 
perception of what constitutes true 
godliness. A wonderful change will 



BASHAN TIDINGS 47 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 2 

be seen in the religious experience.... light. Let us walk honestly, as in the 
"It is high time to a>vake out of day; not in rioting and drunkenness, 

sleep: for now is our salvation near- not in chambering and wantonness, 
er than when we believed. The night not in strife and envying. But put ye 
is far spent, the day is at hand: let us on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
therefore cast off the works of dark- not provision for the flesh, to fulfill 
ness, and let us put on the armor of the lusts thereof." Romans 13: 11-14. 

Knowledge 
One More Way to A Healthier You! 

Antioxidants-Protect key cell components neutralizing the damaging effects of 
"free radicals," natural by-products of cell metabolism. Free radicals form when oxy
gen is metabolized, or burned by the body. They travel through cells, disrupting the 
structure of other molecules, causing cellular damage. Such cell damage is believed 
to contribute to aging and various health problems. 

Essential Fatty Acids (EFAs)---Are the basic building blocks of which fats and oils 
are composed. Contrary to some diet trends, the body does need fat. However, it 
must be the right kind. The fatty acids that are necessary for health and that cannot 
be made by the body are called essential fatty acids. These are divided into two 
basic categories: omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids. EFAs must be supplied through 
the diet. Essential fatty acids play many desirable roles in the body, including sup
porting skin and hair health, cardiovascular and brain function, and more. 

Folic Acid-Folate or folacin is functionally involved in amino acid metabolism and 
nucleic acid synthesis. Good dietary sources of folate include leafy, dark green veg
etables, legumes, citrus l'ruits and juices, peanuts, whole grains and fortified break
fast cereals. Recent studies show, if all women of childbearing age consumed suffi
cient folic acid (either through diet or supplements), 50 to 70 percent of birth defects 
of the brain and spinal cord could be prevented, according to the U. S. Centers tor 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Calcium-A mineral that builds and strengthens bones, helps in muscle contrac
tion and heartbeat, assists with nerve function and blood clotting. Teens 18 years 
and younger should strive to consume about i ,300 mg. per day. 50 years and older 
need about 1 ,200 mg. per day. Everyone else should strive for 1 ,000 mg. per day. 

-The Vitamin Shoppe 
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RECIPE PAGE 

CAROB HONEY CREAM PIE 

Whiz in blender till very smooth: 

1 cup cashews 
lhcup honey 
Y2 cup coconut, shredded 
*6 Ths. arrowroot powder 
l;4 cup carob powder 

1 qt. water or soy or nut milk 
1 tsp. (heaping) postum or caffix 
Yz tsp. salt 
Y2 tsp. vanilla 

Heat on stove stirring constantly till thick. Stir to prevent lumps 
and sticking. When mixture is thick pour into a previously baked pie 
shelL Cool slightly before pouring into pie shell. Set in refrigerator to 
chill and set. Serve with soy whipped cream on top or plain. Yield: 1 
deep 1 0" pie. 

*Use corn starch if arrowroot powder is not available. 
-Ten Talents, p. 110 (Adapted) 

Sweet Facts 

• To soften brown sugar that has developed a case of "lumps." Place the 
sugar in a container in the microwave, then add a slice of bread or half of an 
apple. Cover the dish tightly and cook for approximately 15 seconds. The 
moisture from the bread or apple will produce steam which will soften the 
sugar. 

• While honey is still a form of sugar, it still contains a number of trace 
minerals, which makes it healthier. Honey can be used in place of refined 
sugar, using only % as much as the recipe calls for. 

~Americans consume approximately $3.1 billion worth of candy per year 
and 1 billion pounds of chocolate candy bars. (1992 statistic) 

+ Candies are loaded with additives such as: Red Dye #3 and #40, Green 
Dye #3, Blue Dye #12 and #2, Yellow Dye #5, Glycerides and a long list of 
others.-4001 Food Facts and Chef's Secrets 



"Please Keep These Tidings and 
Newsletters Coming'9 

We truly must say that this is the 
very present truth that we are receiv
ing at this time. The Lord knows ex
actly what His children need, for He 
foresaw the trials that we were about 
to go through and He inspired His 
servant to send out the Tidings on 
worry right on time. In studying that 
Tidings we can testify that we have 
gained a great victory by learning 
how to exercise greater faith and 
wavering not; also how to leave our 
burden at the throne of grace and not 
take it up again, not fearing what will 
be the end results but trusting our 
heavenly Father completely. Not 
long after came the Newsletter on 
love. Truly love is the foundation of 
God's kingdom and with God's help 
we are determined to make it a liv
ing experience by assimilating these 
precious gems of truth in our daily 
life. We truly thank you for your 
untiring labor in sending us the 
Newsletters and Tidings. Please note 

LETTERS 

that each and everyone is constantly 
in our prayers and please keep these 
Tidings and Newsletters corning be
cause we need them now more than 
ever. May the Lord give each and 
everyone the grace and strength to 
fulfill this enormous task each day 
and may He help us to appreciate 
these precious gems of truth. (New 
York) 

Looks for the Literature with 
"Eagerness of Heart" 

Enclosed you will find my first 
tithe which belongs to the Lord. At 
this time, I am requesting further bib
lical guidance as I have been in
fonned about a second tithe and then 
offerings. 

My son and his wife placed my 
name on your mailing list. I have 
read and reread each tract that I have 
received thus far. I look for new 
arrivals with eagemess of heart. 

I am sixty now. I feel God has 
been calling me since sixth grade but 
I cannot look back on life and what 
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could have been if I had opened my 
heart totally to the Lord-that time 
is no more. I must forge ahead and 
pray He will use me in some mean
ingful way; whatever His will may 
be, may I hear the calling, is my sin
cere prayer today. (Illinois) 

"Keep These Writings in 
Waco, Texas" 

I'm only loyal to two things. (1) 
The King James Bible. (2) The Spir
it of Prophecy books. 

I'm a follower of the Word of God 
and the messages from the Spirit of 
Prophecy. 

I am not a follower of cults. Cults 
like in Waco, Texas. Like David's 
cult. Keep these writings in Waco, 
Texas. (California) 

Wants to Understand 
"What the Problem. Is" 

I have been associated with Sev
enth-day Adventists for about 40 
years and have been aware of the 
shism between the Rod and them. 

I am trying to understand what the 
problem is. I have a friend who also 
would like to know. He asked me to 
send for your material. (New Hamp
shire) 

Seeks Reinstatement 

I am requesting that my name be 
reinstated on your mailing list 
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Please keep me informed as to 
what the requirements are to contin
ue to receive your literature. The last 
tract that I received was 1 TG 23, 24. 

May God continue to bless your 
publishing company with all that is 
needed to get this message out. 
(Nevada). 

"A New, Living Experience" 

Earlier this year I felt a special 
calling on my life. I have never ex
perienced the Lord in this remarkable 
way before in such a new and living 
way. Arise and shine, He said, for My 
glory has risen upon you. the Spirit 
of the Lord led me to rebuild my al
tar of prayer. And, soon after, Gospel 
Workers, page 100, became a living 
reality to "guard jealously your hours 
for prayer, Bible study, and self
examination." 

No one can ever understand this 
passage until they practice it, be
cause how can one guard jealously 
something they do not have? I chal
lenge anyone, today, to set aside por
tions of the day to practice the afore
mentioned quote. Then they will 
realize that "we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood." Everything that can 
be done will be done to prevent this 
from happening. The Lord would 
have us mark this point with care that 
the enemy of all righteousness hates 
this "setting aside" of "time" for per
sonal devotion that leads to a person-



BASHAN TIDINGS 

al experience with God, notwith
standing secret prayer. Oh, how he 
fears this. If we deal honestly with 
our own soul and act on these things 
the enemy can never overcome us. In 
retrospect, the Lord showed me that 
we cannot neglect or treat with indif
ference the weightier things of life, 
even our salvation, and still expect to 
receive His blessings. Everything 
must be held subordinate to God's 
salvation plan for us. 

With 6,000 years of experience, 
the enemy well knows how to "prac
tice his deceptive wiles" to defraud 
and cheat many of eternal life by pre
venting men from taking quality time 
out of their so called busy schedule 
to commune with God-the secret of 
spiritual power, and so he has set 
about to make present-truth believ
ers very busy, absorbing their minds 
and attention with educational pur
suits, worldly enterprise, love of the 
world, getting and spending, fashion, 
lust of the flesh, pride of the eyes, 
marriage .... These are just to name a 
few of the allurements of the enemy. 
Supernatural power is undoubtedly 
involved, in the insatiable desire and 
intense passion for "all these things," 
but this power is not from the Lord. 

God is willing at all times to sup
ply all our needs. Unlike temporal 
blessings, our prayer for spiritual 
needs knows no delay and so the time 
for us to recognize our spiritual need, 
and act, depends upon us, for God is 
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"always willing." It is safe to say 
then, that we are the hindrance to our 
own success in the Lord. (Florida) 

A Brief Note of Thanks 

This is just a brief note to say 
thanks for your words of encourage
ment Also to say thanks for the Ap
plication formy Fellowship Certifi
cate. I will return it in my next letter. 
(Antigua) 

"Investigate for Myself' 

Can you please send me your 
tracts so I can investigate for myself? 
Thank you for a prompt response. 
(Florida) 

"Stop Your Circulation to Us" 

I see that you are still at your bale
ful work after all these years. Ellen 
White had to deal with people like 
you when she was alive. She would 
be saddened to see how you use her 
writings to prove your agenda. Sorry 
I must use a good first class stamp to 
stop your circulation to us! (Wash
ington) 

Trials and Tribulation are 
Blessings, Too 

How are you today? Are you ac
cepting all the blessings He has for 
you (trials and tribulations includ-
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ed)? I have just begun to fully under- [Note: We always honor these re
stand that they are blessings also- quest and immediately remove the 
the trials and tribulations which test names of all LoAmmis and Lo
and strengthen my faith. (Tennessee) Ruhamahs. Our records show that 

Appreciates Our Mission. 

Thank you for the feedback. I ap
preciate much the work done. May 
the Lord bless the work of your 
hands as you are fulfilling His mis
sion on earth. 

I am an Adventist and I'm happy 
to be among the members of your 
Association, as it is God's plan for 
His children. Thanks for the verses 
you gave me as they are much en
couraging. 

Please send details of the Associ
ation as we are eager, as a family, to 
know more. (Kenya) 

"Final Warning" 

Multiple times I have asked to be 
removed from your mailing list, as it 
even states at the beginning of your 
tracts, yet you have failed to do so. 

This is your final warning. Re
move me permanently and immedi
ately from all mailing lists, databas
es, etc. and Do NoT SELL, GIVE OUT, 
RENT, etc. my name and address to 
anyone. FAILURE TO Do So WILL RE
SULT IN YOUR BEING CHARGED, 
FINED, AND FOUND LIABLE UNDER 
THE PIPA (PERSONAL INFORMATION 
PRIVACY AcT)!! (Canada) 

we have taken their names oti our 
mailing list. We cannot account for 
their still receiving literature unless 
the Lord is still giving them time and 
chance.] 

Applying the Word to Her Life 

Just a few lines to say how much 
I am enjoying this present-truth mes
sage. By God's grace I am trying to 
live up to His standard and to apply 
what I learn from His word to my 
life. Could you please send me the 
Application for the Fellowship Cer
tificate? Thank you. (Canada) 

"By God's Grace I'm Gonna 
Keep on Walking" 

Thanks for enlightening me about 
Enoch. That's the walk I am always 
trying to walk, but fail many times; 
by God's grace I am gonna keep on 
walking. I know for sure that there 
are many Enochs in Davidia. We are 
all gonna keep on walking by faith 
until we reach the Promised Land. 

Thanks again for the Tidings on 
health and the Entering Wedge, they 
are a tremendous blessing to me and 
my health-thank God. (New York) 
0 
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TAPE LIST NO. 69 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes -$4.00; 60 minutes
$3.00; 45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. Ail monies must be 
in U.S. currency. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

125 The Crowning Reward of the Woman's Remnant ......... 60 
126 Special Truths That Have Marked Different 

Periods in History ............................... 45 
127 The Sabbath ....................................... 60 
130 Change Your Garments and Prepare to 

Meet Thy God .................................. 60 
131 Three Pastures and Davidic Order ..................... 90 
132 Some Counsels on Proper Behavior .................... 90 
670 The Ceremonial Harvest ............................. 90 
671 What Happens to the Stone of Daniel 2? ................ 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

107 What Every Davidian Should Know Concerning 
the Leviticus, Part I ............................. 90 

108 What Every Davidian Should Know Concerning 
the Leviticus, Part II ............................ 60 

109 A Closer Look at the Sixth Trumpet ................... 90 
110 Isaiah 33 ......................................... 60 
111 The Discipline of the Elect .......................... 90 
113 Some Doctrinal Differences Between 

Davidian and Laodicean Adventists ................ 90 
114 Final Movements .................................. 60 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of theM. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is well wmth listening to and digesting. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

10-12Code 

CH 

COL 

cw 
Ed. 

ow 
HM 

6-8MR 

MYP 

RH 

2SM 

lSR 

ST 

3, 5T 

lTG 

2TG 

UL 

The Symbolic Code, Volumes 10- 12 

Counsels on Health 

Christ's Object Lessons 

Counsels to Writers and Editors 

Education 

Gospel Workers 

The Home Missionary 

Manuscript Releases, Volumes 6 - 8 

Messages to Young People 

Review and Herald 

Selected Messages, Book 2 

The Shepherd's Rod, Volume l 

Signs of the Times 

Testimonies, Volumes 3 and 5 

Timely Greetings, Volume 1 

Timely Greetings, Volume 2 

The Upward Look 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"The Lord would be pleased to have His people more considerate than 
they now are, more merciful and more helpful to one another. When the 
love of Christ is in the heart, each will be tenderly regardful of the inter
ests of others. Brothers and sisters will not take advantage of each other 
in business transactions. They will not charge exorbitant interest because 
they see their brothers or sisters in a close place where he must have help. 

"Those who will take advantage of the necessities of another prove 
conclusively that they are not governed by the principles of the gospel of 
Christ. Their course is recorded in the books of Heaven as fraud and dis
honesty; and wherever these principles rule, the blessing of the Lord will 
not come into the heart. Such persons are receiving the impress of the 
great adversary rather than that of the Spirit of God. But those who shall 
finally inherit the heavenly kingdom must be transformed by divine grace. 
They must be pure in heart and life and possess symmetrical characters .... 

"All the means you may accumulate, even though it should be mil
lions, will not be sufficient to pay a ransom for your soul. Then do not re
main in impenitence and unbelief, and ... defeat the gracious purposes of 
God; do not force from His reluctant hand destruction of your property 
or affliction of your person. 

"How many there are who are now taking a course which must ere
long lead to just such visitations of judgment. They live on day by day, 
week by week, year by year, for their own selfish interest. Their influ
ence and means, accumulated through God-given skill and tact, are used 
upon themselves and their families without thought of their gracious 
Benefactor. Nothing is allowed to flow back to the Giver. ... 

"At last His patience with these unfaithful stewards is exhausted; and 
He brings all their selfish, worldly schemes to an abrupt termination, 
showing them that as they have gathered for their own glory, He can scat
ter; and they are helpless to resist His power.-5T 350, 351."-To Be Like 
Jesus, p. 173. 
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