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TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

Simple Trust 
Have you ever wondered how 
Trees come alive in spring ... 

Barren branches fill with leaves 
With new buds opening? 

And have you seen the crocus 
Push right up through the snow? 
How could it know the timing 

Was right for it to show? 
The lily bulb, long dormant, 

In frozen, icy ground 
Awakens from its slumber, 
Spreads beauty all around. 

Knowing leaves that drop in fall 
Appear again in spring ... 
Shouldn't it be simple to 

Trust God for everything? 
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"OUT OF THE CITY IS MY MESSAGE. ... " 

Jemmy E. Bingham 

A s far back as March-Apri11981, 
the Association made the call to 

leave the cities. (Light At Eventide, 
Vol. 1, No: J, pp; 32-35.) Then in the 
article tided "A Call to Leave the 
Cities," published in Bashan Tidings, 
VoL 10, No. 1, January-April 1994, 
solid evidences from current events 
and from the Spirit of Prophecy 
showed why it is mandatory to leave 
the cities, or at least to be making 
preparations to do so. Then in Vol. 
17, No. 1, January-March 2001, an
other appeal was made in the article 
"Out of the Cities." In the former 
publication, among the many urgent 
reasons given why people should 
heed the can to leave the cities, the 
following are two of the most urgent: 

"The time is near when the large 
cities will be visited by the judg
ments of God. In a little while, these 
cities will be terribly shaken. No 
matter how large or how strong their 
buildings, no matter how many safe
guards against fire [wind or water] 
may have been provided, let God 
touch these buildings, and in a few 
minutes or a few hours they are in 
ruins."-7T 83:2. 

"Parents flock with their families 
to the cities because they fancy it 
easier to obtain a livelihood there 
than in the country. The children, 
having nothing to do when not in 

school, obtain a street education. 
From evil associates they acquire 
habits of vice and dissipation. The 
parents see an this; but it will require 
a sacrifice to correct their error, and 
they stay where they are until Satan 
gains full control of their children. 
Better sacrifice any and every world
ly consideration than to imperil the 
precious souls committed to your 
care. They will be assailed by temp
tations, and should be taught to meet 
them; but it is your duty to cut off 
every influence, to break up every 
habit, to sunder every tie that keeps 
you from the most free, open, and 
hearty committal of yourselves and 
your family to God. 

"Instead of the crowded city, seek 
some retired situation where your 
children will be, so far as possible, 
shielded from temptation, and there 
train and educate them for useful
ness. The prophet Ezekiel thus enu
merates the causes that led to 
Sodom's sin and destruction: 'Pride, 
fullness of bread, and abundance of 
idleness was in her and in her daugh
ters, neither did she strengthen the 
hand of the poor and needy.' All who 
would escape the doom of Sodom 
must shun the course that brought 
God's judgments upon that wicked 
city."-5T 232, 233. 

Time and chance were given you 

(3) 
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to study carefully the solemn coun
sels in that Tidings. Then the Janu
ary-March 2001 Tidings followed 
with more urgent counsels to get 
"Out of the Cities." Compelling rea
sons were again given why parents 
should leave the cities. Read again 
these stirring calls to leave the cities: 

"The Benefits of Country Liv
ing-It was not God's purpose that 
people should be crowded into cities, 
huddled together in terraces and ten
ements. In the beginning He placed 
our first parents in a garden, amid the 
beautiful sights and sounds of nature, 
and these and sounds He de
sires men to rejoice in today. The 
more nearly we can come in harmo
ny with God's original plan, the more 
favorable will be our position for the 
recovery and the preservation of 
health:'--12MR 30:L 

"Contrasts Between City and 
Country Living-I look at these 
flowers, and every time I see them, I 
think of Eden. They are an expres
sion of God's love for us. Thus He 
gives us in this world a little taste of 
Eden. He wants us to delight in the 
beautiful things of His creation, and 
to see in them an expression of what 
He will do for us. He wants us to live 
where we can have elbow room. His 
people are not to crowd into the 
cities. He wants them to take their 
families out of the cities, that they 
may better prepare for eternal life. In 
a little while they will have to leave 
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the cities. These cities are filled with 
wickedness of every kind-with 
strikes and murders and suicides. 
Satan is in them, controlling men in 
their work of destruction. Under his 
influence they kill for the sake of 
killing, and this they wpl do more 
and more. Every mind is controlled 
either by the power of Satan or the 
power of God. If God controls our 
minds, what shall we be?-Christian 
gentlemen and Christian ladies. God 
can fill our lives with His peace and 
gladness and joy. He wants His joy 
to be in us, that our joy may be fulL" 
-Id. 30:3. 

And Yet Again These Words: 

" 'Out of the cities, out of the 
cities!' ... 'This is the message the 
Lord has been giving me. The earth
quakes will come; the floods will 
come; and we are not to establish 
ourselves in the wicked cities, where 
the enemy is served in every way, 
and where God is so often forgotten. 
The Lord desires that we shall have 
clear spiritual eyesight. We must be 
quick to discern the peril that would 
attend the establishment of institu
tions in these wicked cities. We must 
make wise plans to warn the cities, 
and at the same time live where we 
can shield our children and ourselves 
from the contaminating and demor
alizing influences so prevalent in 
these places.' "-LS 409:5. 
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" ... TI1e enemy is on our track. We 
must be wide awake, on our guard 
against him. We must put on the 
whole armor of God. We must follow 
the directions given through the 

ofProphecy."-8T 298:1. 
"We see that if we do not fall in 

love with the Truth, deception is 
inevitable."-lTG 50:25:1. 

Take these counsels to heart, 
Brethren, and think long and soberly 
on the following: 

" 'Out of the cities! Out of the 
cities!' "-CH 231:2. 

"Take your families away from 
the cities is my message."-AH 
139:3. 

" ... Keep out ofthe large cities." 
-Id. 139:1. 

"Get out of the large cities as fast 
as possible."-Id. 139:5. 

"Rede~ming the Time 

" The terrible disasters that are 
befalling great cities ought to arouse 
us to intense activity in giving the 
warning message to the people in 
these congested centers of popula
tion while we still have an opportu
nity. The most favorable time for the 
presentation of our message in the 
cities has passed by. Sin and wicked
ness are rapidly increasing; and now 
we shall have to redeem the time by 
laboring all the more earnestly. 
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"Seek Rural Home§ 

"To parents who are living in the 
cities the Lord is sending the warn
ing cry, Gather your children into 
your own houses; gather them away 
from those who are disregarding the 
commandments of God, who are 
teaching and practicing evil. Get out 
of the cities as fast as possible. 

"Parents can secure small homes 
in the country, with land for cultiva
tion where they can have orchards 
and where they can raise vegetables 
and small fruits to take the place of 
flesh-meat, which is so corrupting to 
the lifeblood coursing through the 
veins. On such places the children 
will not be surrounded with the cor
rupting influences of city life. God 
will help His people to find such 
homes outside of the cities. 

" ... It is not God's will that His 
people shall settle in the cities, where 
there is constant turmoil and confu
sion. Their children should be spared 
this; for the whole system is demor- I 
alized by the hurry and rush and 
noise .... 

"The Lord desires His people to 
move into the country, where they 
can settle on the land and raise their 
own fruit and vegetables, and where 
their children can be brought in 
direct contact with the works of God ' 
in nature. Take your families away 
from the cities, is my message."-
MM 3 311. 
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It is no small wonder that anyone 
can live in the cities without becom
ing corrupted or tainted in one way 
or another. Since no one can dispute 
any of this, then why the hesitation 
in giving heed to the Holy Spirit's 
urgent call to leave the cities? 

People hesitate to leave the cities 
because of all the material benefits 
the cities offer, including well-pay
ing jobs that afford comfortable liv
ing and working conditions, leisure 
time which can be spent in visiting 
countless places of interest, amuse
ment, shopping and eating places, 
educational opportunities, such as 
schools and universities where one 
could obtain higher education, etc., 
etc. Because of all these reasons, the 
majority think that leaving the cities 
is a sacrifice that they are not pre
pared to make at this time. Some 
have husbands and/or wives and 
children who are unprepared to make 
the move, while still others have 
gone so far as to say that the Lord 
Himself will have to make it plain to 
them when they should leave the 
cities, or that something out of the or
dinary has to happen to convince 
them to make the move. What addi
tional evidence could God give them 
than what happened on 9/11 in New 
York City or the devastation in Lou
isiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and 
Texas? Some young people, who 
grew up in the country, are eager to 
try city living in search of fortune, a 
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business career, social enjoyment, 
and the glitter of city life. In order to 
have their eyes opened to all that 
would befall the wicked cities, God 
is now in this century giving us ex
amples of the terrible calamities to 
overtake the cities, such as what oc
curred when Hurricane Katrina rav
aged New Orleans, making it the 
worse natural disaster in this nation's 
history. But so entrenched are the 
city dwellers in the illusory privi
leges and opportunities they enjoy, 
the feeble excuse from most every
one is that financially they are not 
able to make the move since many 
live from paycheck to paycheck and 
on credit cards. Without their mak
ing a complete sacrifice, they say 
they have no other alternative than to 
remain in the cities. They shrink 
from participating in the pleasures, 
beauty, and enjoyment that country 
life affords. 

"Nearly all dwellers in the coun
try, however poor, could have about 
their homes a bit of grassy lawn, a 
few shade trees, flowering shrub
bery, or fragrant blossoms. And far 
more than any artificial adorning will 
they minister to the happiness of the 
household. They will bring into the 
home life a softening, refining influ
ence, strengthening the love of na
ture, and drawing the members of the 
household nearer to one another and 
nearer to God."-MH 370:3. 

Since these calls to leave the cities 
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have been going out to all Bashan 
Davidians, only a very few have 
moved out to the country or to small
er cities. But they continue to work 
in the cities, with 75% of their time 
and energies still absorbed in com
muting to and from the city to work, 
and only, ifit is possible, 25% of their 
time is left for their country home, 
and the time they spend in the coun
try is for sleeping, eating, Sabbath, 
and Sunday. Yet some of these plead 
that they have made a start, although 
the start they made was several years 
ago. The Lord left these neglected 
words for their sober and serious 
consideration: 

" ... If you refuse to believe until 
every shadow of uncertainty and 
every possibility of doubt is removed 
you will never believe. The doubt 
that demands perfect knowledge will 
never yield to faith. Faith rests upon 
evidence, not demonstration. The 
Lord requires us to obey the voice of 
duty, when there are other voices all 
around us urging us to pursue an 
opposite course. It requires earnest 
attention from us to distinguish the 
voice which speaks from God. We 
must resist and conquer inclination, 
and obey the voice of conscience 
without parleying or compromise, 
lest its promptings cease and will and 
impulse control. The word of the 
Lord comes to us all who have not 
resisted His Spirit by determining not 
to hear and obey. This voice is heard 
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in warnings, in counsels, in reproof. 
It is the Lord's message of light to 
His people. If we wait for louder calls 
or better opportunities, the light may 
be withdrawn, and we left in dark
ness. 

"By once neglecting to comply 
with the call of God's Spirit and His 
word, when obedience involves a 
cross, many have lost much-how 
much they will never know till the 
books are opened at the final day. 
The pleadings of the Spirit, neglect
ed today because pleasure or inclina
tion leads in an opposite direction, 
may be powerless to convince, or 
even impress, tomorrow. To improve 
the opportunities of the present, with 
prompt and willing hearts, is the only 
way to grow in grace and the knowl
edge of the truth. We should ever 
cherish a sense that, individually, we 
are standing before the Lord of hosts; 
no word, no act, no thought, even, 
should be indulged, to offend the eye 
of the Eternal One."-5T 69:0, 1. 

"Do not consider it a privation 
when you are called to leave the 
cities and move out into the country 
places. Here there await rich bless
ings for those who will grasp them. 

"Contributes to Economic Secu
rity-Again and again the Lord has 
instructed that our people are to take 
their families away from the cities, 
into the country, where they can raise 
their own provisions; for in the future 
the problem of buying and selling 
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will be a very serious one. We should 
now begin to heed the instruction 
given us over and over again: Get out 
of the cities into rural districts, where 
the houses are not crowded closely 
together, and where you will be free 
from the interference of enemies. 
(For further detailed counsel on this 
topic, see Country Living.)"-AH 
141:3, 4. 

If Davidians are waiting for loud
er calls and better opportunities to get 
out of the cities, then surely all the 
recent hurricanes (the havoc Hurri
cane Andrew caused in Florida a few 
years ago), terrorism (that befell the 
Twin Towers in New York City in 
2001), and countless other misfor
tunes and calamities occurring 
worldwide, and, as a wake up call, 
the terrible destruction, waste, and 
loss of life from Hurricane Katrina in 
the Gulf coast on August 29, the 
worse tragedy to befall America in 
its history. Just four days earlier, Ka
trina hit Florida, and dealt her dead
ly blows on Miami. Then it headed 
for Alabama, Mississippi, and Loui
siana. The people in New Orleans 
were warned that Katrina was worse 
than any other and that it was head
ed straight for them. It did hit, and 
with such a violence that not 
were there thousands that were dis
placed, but many hundreds of lives 
were lost in the flood. When the 
warning sounded, the more affluent 
people with transportation and rela-
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tives and friends in other states 
packed their bags and left. But many 
thousands refused to leave as they 
believed they could "weather the 
storm." Some were waiting for their 
checks from the Government. Thou
sands of the poorer classes had no 
way of leaving, until, too late, they 
were huddled in the Superdome. Not 
only did they not receive their 
checks, they lost everything, includ
ing the security of their homes. To
day, three weeks later, Congress has 
approved $62.3 billion for relief. The 
traumatic experience they suffered is 
written forever in their memories. 
Whatever they do to rebuild that city, 
in God's book, we see that His judg
ments are in the land. Here is an e
mail received from one of our lead
ers in the East concerning this 
tragedy that befell the Gulf coast: 

"New Orleans was built below 
sea level, and that is the reason for 
the levies being built The French 
people were responsible for building 
that city. It was a wicked thing to 
build a city below sea level, without 

much care or thought of the 
levies built there as fortification 
against the sea. By failing to main
tain them or provide the new pumps, 
the city was unprepared to meet 
emergencies such as occurred when 
Katrina unleashed herfury on them. 
It is also a wicked thing to put thou
sands of people in jeopardy by build
ing in that location, without giving 
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enough care and thought to give the 
levies and pump proper mainte
nance. It teaches all a lesson that no 
one should settle anywhere without 
seeking God for wisdom to know if 
the place is the right place. New 
Orleans is notorious for everything 
from witchcraft to lasciviousness, 
Mississippi and Alabama for their 
lynching, cruelty and murder, New 
York, once the port of Liberty, for its 
decadence. 

"Today being September 11, all 
the New York TV stations are re-run
ning the events that occurred in 200 1. 
With Katrina and 9/11 all over the 
media, it seems as though the judg
ments of God are in the land and that 
this is only the beginning. It would 
not break anyone's heart to say that 
now, with same-sex marriages, ho
mosexuality, spiritualism and crime 
all over the network, it is clear that 
America is removing herself from 
the protection of God." 

9 

For those who are waiting for 
louder calls, for better opportunities, 
for their degrees so that they may ob
tain better jobs, and for God Himself 
to reveal to them when it is time to 
leave the cities, please ponder the 
dilemma of the poor sufferers in New 
Orleans. They didn't know that they 
would be without the comfort of their 
homes, or apartments, left without 
anything, and the majority are still in 
shelters waiting, waiting, waiting 
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for. .. only God knows what. 
"Yea, in the way of Thy judg

ments, 0 Lord, have we waited for 
Thee; the desire of our soul is to Thy 
name, and to the remembrance of 
Thee. With my soul have I desired 
Thee in the night; yea, with my spirit 
within me will I seek Thee early: for 
when Thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will Jearn 
righteousness." Isaiah 26:8, 9. 

"These verses plainly tell us that 
when the judgments of God fall up
on the earth, the righteous will learn 
righteousness; but the unrepentant 
sinners will not learn righteousness 
regardless .of what is done for them. 
And this is why they are to be barred 
from the congregation of the right
eous."-2TG 5:8:1. 

"Therefore we ought to give the 
more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard, lest at any time 
we should let them slip." Hebrews 
2:1. 

"He that hath an ear let him hear 
what the Spirit saith .... "Revelation 
3:22. 

"Out of the City is My Message" 

To benefit you again, please re
read the articles in the aforemen

tioned Tidings. Read them over care
fully and prayerfully and see what 
message the Lord has for you. 0 



Contending for the Faith 
M. J. Bingham and the Rise of Bashan 

The 1959 Debacle and the Reorganization of the Association 
Part3 

Jeriel E. Bingham 

I
. After being married in British 

Guyana in 1955, Brother and 
Sister Bingham returned to the 
United States and settled in Los 
Angeles, where Brother Bingham's 
mother, Agnes, Jived. They took a 
small apartment in what had been a 
Jewish neighborhood and began the 
publishing work, punctuated by 
Brother Bingham's trips to the field. 
The period between 1957 and 1961 
was eventful for the Binghams, both 
personally and religiously, and was 
intricately connected with Davidian 
developments. In 1957, they wel
comed their first child, Desiree 
Karen, and inaugurated the Educa
tors. Victor Trevor (named for Victor 
T. Houteff) was born in 1959, Jeriel 
Edwin in 1960, and Andrew Justin in 
1964. Although Desiree would live 
only eleven months, the Educators 
were destined to run for sixteen 
years, providing light that still shines 
forty-eight years later. Desiree, much 
to her parents' sorrow, was born with 
a heart defect that could not be re
paired in the era before advanced in
fant heart surgery. Gradually she 
weakened and died in 1958. The 
parents, filled with grief, were reas
sured by the belief that her death was 
in God's will. Despite this tragedy, 
as well as difficult financial circum-

stances, the Binghams pressed ahead 
with the work of publishing the 
Educators and drawing together the 
"little flock," which needed a voice 
of instruction to counteract the activ
ities of Sister Houteff and her asso
ciates. Putting aside their grief at 
their daughter's death, Brother and 
Sister Bingham pressed on with the 
work of warning Davidians against 
the teachings of New Mt. Carmel, 
which, as previously noted, hinged 
on Sister Houteff's erroneous inter
pretation of the forty-two months of 
Revelation 11 :2. 

In a statement titled "What 
Davidians Are Expecting After April 
22," she outlined new Carmel's doc
trinal position: "(1) We expect that 
the world's religions are going to 
unite against Communism .... We ex
pect this confederacy to form this 
spring [1959] .... (2) We believe also 
that sometime this spring God will 
... remove all the hypocrites from 
the ... denomination and also from 
the Davidians .... (3) We expect that 
... God will commence to set up His 
peaceful Kingdom in the Holy Land. 
... (4) We believe that the Holy Land 
will be prepared for the setting up of 
God's Kingdom by the war of Zech
ariah 14. (5) The April 22 date was 
calculated from the symbolic proph-

(10) 
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ecy of the 1260 literal days of Reve
lation 11 :3-6. Those days commenced 
November9, 1955 and will endApril 
22, 1959. The events of verses 7 to 
13 are to be fulfilled after April22." 
The final item in this list was the fatal 
one, and the one most strenuously 
opposed by M. J. Bingham in the 
January 1959 Educator. 

Sister Houteff's prediction had no 
precedent in the work of V. T. Hout
eff nor did it possess any authority 
from the Shepherd's Rod message
although it did flow in the broad 
stream of Adventist history, especial
ly William Miller's prediction of 
Christ's return in 1844. M. J. Bing
ham immediately and forcefully at
tacked this prediction as a millstone 
that Sister Houteff and her associates 
were binding to the Davidian move
ment, warning that anyone who fol
lowed these predictions would meet 
bitter disappointment and would be 
dragged under the waters of prophet
ic failure. The January 1959 Educa
tor, envisioning the failure of new 
Cannel's predictions, observed, "Re
member, Brethren, whenApril30 has 
come and gone, and no 'gigantic' As
syrian war has been fought in Pales
tine to fulfill 'the times of the Gen
tiles,' then you will have the signal 
truly to 'weep for yourselves and for 
your children' (Luke 23:28) and to 
plead with God to spare you and not 
to give you further to reproach." 
Only the "little ones," said M. J. 
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Bingham, would heed this call and be 
spared from disaster and disappoint
ment. In the January 1959 Educator, 
he wrote, "It is this and other private 
interpretations that have fearfully 
divided and scattered the Davidian 
sheep since the shepherd was smit
ten, February 5, 1955. But, thank 
God, 'the little ones' ... are waking to 
the realization that [the false proph
ets] in Davidia have ... seen naught 
but a 'vain vision'-'vanity and ly
ing divination .... " The "little ones," 
he said, would not sit still to be de
voured or to die of thirst but would 
take action and flee: "Fleeing from 
this desert of deadly divination and 
from the 'foolish prophets' thereof, 
the scattered and torn little flock, sore 
disillusioned and disenchanted, are, 
one by one ... returning to the saving 
Oasis of the ROD, no more 
to take it for granted in shallow 
draughts of superficial study, but 
now to drink from its depths. Certain 
it is that the Good Shepherd will turn 
His hand upon and gather to Himself 
these precious 'little ones' .... " These 
little ones were those who continued 
seeking truth from the Rod after V T. 
Houteff, the shepherd of Carmel, was 
smitten, an event portrayed in Zech
ariah 13:7. 

The Educators' intense messages 
were matched by intense labor to 
produce them. The articles were first 
hand written by M. J. Bingham, then 
typewritten on an electric portable 
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typewriter before being mimeo
graphed. Production of published 
materials was a laborious process in 
the pre-desktop publishing era. While 
M. J. Bingham's pen was behind the 
Educators, the actual production was 
very much the work of Jemmy Bing
ham, who typed them, arranged for 
mimeographing, addressed the pub
lications, attached postage, and made 
the journey to the post office-some
times with a child in tow-to mail 
them. These publications went out to 
friend and foe alike, though the ma
jority of those who received the pub
lications chose to be foes rather than 
friends. Despite a shoestring budget, 
Brother Bingham's ill health, the 
death of their child, and sustained op
position from Davidians, Brother 
and Sister Bingham pressed ahead 
with the work of trying to save new 
Carmel from collapsing upon itself 
with false prophecies. Never one to 
give up, Brother Bingham repeated 
his calls to the new Carmelites, for 
whom he had a deep affection, as this 
statement in the April 1959 Educator 
attests: "Even if Carmel's heresy 
caused you to sell yourselves out, 
God's grace can save you from sell
ing your souls out, and can make you 
one of His victorious 'little ones'-a 
true Davidian, who 'will be as David 
-willing to do and to dare' .... " 

Most new Carmel members re
jected these messages, sold their pos
sessions in preparation for going to 
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Palestine, and supported the new 
Carmel leadership. Many found fault 
with the life of the messenger, pre
ferring, according to an ancient story, 
to stone the messenger when his 
message was unwanted. Sister Hout
eff and her associates, who wrongly 
saw M. 1. Bingham as a threat to their 
position and power, actively promot
ed opposition to him, Throughout his 
life, however, Brother Bingham 
spoke well of Florence Houteff as a 
person but aggressively opposed her 
misinterpretation of the Rod message 
and exaltation of the council. He re
peatedly said that he believed that 
she was the victim of bad counsel 
from her brother and mother, who 
had always played leading roles in 
the Davidian movement. Still, he 
never soft-peddled his opposition 
and was an uncompromising critic of 
new Mt. Carmel from beginning to 
end. 

Excitement stirred the Davidian 
ranks over new Carmel's prediction 
that Ezekiel 9 and the Assyrian War 
would occur in 1959. People thought 
the end of time was near and that the 
Kingdom was at hand. Who needed 
houses, possessions, and lands? Why 
not sell all for the "Kingdom"? Many 
did just that and packed their remain
ing belongings" They headed for Elk, 
Texas, where Sister Houteff and 
company had proclaimed a "Solemn 
Assembly." One of the leaders of the 
Davidian group in Los Angeles, Cali-
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fornia declared in a newspaper in
terview that he "had burned his 
bridges" and said he and his wife 
were on their way to the "Solemn 
Assembly." In fact, it was more of a 
Mis-Assembly, replete with taggers
along, hangers-on, the witless, the 
frightened, and those who wanted a 
quick spiritual life insurance policy. 
Some of those who attended were 
non-Adventist relatives of the mis
guided Davidians and had no idea 
what was going on. As Robert LaFol
lette, an old Mt. Cannel Davidian 
who attended the Mis-Assembly, 
later recalled, the place had its 
thieves, unbelievers, connivers-and 
worse. There were other unsettling 
indications that the movement was 
amiss: segregation appeared, with 
black folks in the less desirable areas 
and white folks in better accommo
dations. (Feelings of discrimination 
were not confined to people of 
though, since some Davidians from 
Canada who attended recall they 
were treated poorly because they 
were less well off). The press carne 
in full force to feed upon this sensa
tion, often mis-reporting that the as
sembled Davidians were awaiting 
Christ's return. Firsthand reports 
from people who were there say 
about 850 people attended, though 
press reports put the figure as high as 
1200. 
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up his pen, warning Davidians that 
the "Solemn Assembly" was a rock 
of disaster upon which the move
ment would be smashed. In the Feb
ruary-March 1959 Educator, he fore
saw that this assembly would be
come a "veritable Vesuvius of erupt
ing molten disappointment, disillu
sionment, and humiliation for most 
of you." He continued in the same 
Educator, "Will you then still insist 
that it is 'faith,' your Biblically un
founded and wishful thinking that 
God will break His Word to keep the 
new-Carmel's [word]?" Despite this 
warning, new Carmel leaders and 
followers sailed ahead full steam like 
the Titanic, heading the fatal iceberg 
that ripped it apart. Sister Houteff 
and her associates, principally her 
brother, Oliver Hermanson, along 
with Merritt Wolfe, a member of 
Sister Houteff's council and one of 
her chief followers, gave regular 
studies to the assembly in order to 
make sure everyone was ready for 
Ezekiel 9 and the fulfillment of 
prophecy. When Ezekiel 9 did not 
follow its supposed schedule, the 
"Solemn Assembly" turned into an 
angry, disappointed, forlorn dis
assembly. People who had arrived at 
new Cmmel with a sense of purpose, 
or at least excitement, departed with 
a sense of disillusionment and bitter
ness. Sister Houteff and her council 

Once again, faithful to his calling, 1 now faced the ultimate embarrass
M, J. Bingham took action and took ' ment for religious leaders: their 
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prophecies had failed. Casting about 1 was during this time that Brother 
desperately for a solution, they wei- Bingham attempted to visit new 
corned the minister of the Waco SDA Carmel but was repeatedly turned 
Church and two General Conference away by guards at the entrance. 
officials, who set out to show the Da- When the members at the complex 
vidians where they had gone wrong. said that he should be allowed to 
These Adventist officials blamed the enter, Sister Houteff acceded but 
debacle on the Shepherd's Rod mes- placed guards around him to keep an 
sage when, in fact, no statements eye on him. Brother Bingham later 
could be found in the Rod support- recalled the frustration and disgust he 
ing Sister Houteff's setting dates for felt while being forced by Sister 
prophetic events to occur. Instead, Houteff to sit and listen to Adventist 
the 1959 disintegration was created speakers deride and denigrate the 
by Sister Houteff and her associates, Rod. He pleaded with her to let him 
yet they failed to take personal re- take the podium and refute their 
sponsibility for their errors. Facing arguments but she refused. As M. J. 
the humiliation of failed predictions, Bingham noted in the July-Septem
new Carmel's leaders placed the Rod ber 1959 Educator, "They [Sister 
"on the altar," as they termed it, Houteff and company] avidly let 
rather than admitting their own fail- three ROD opponents, representing 
ure and guilt in misusing the Rod and the General Conference, occupy the 
misleading Davidians. The act of new-Carmel tabernacle pulpit for 
"putting the rod on the altar" brought sixteen meetings, or for over thirty 
forth M. J. Bingham's full critical hours, in an overt effort to discredit 
force. Putting the Rod on the altar, he the ROD." Meanwhile, Mrs. Houteff 
said, was an abomination and an 
affront to God and simply another 
sign of the moral bankruptcy of the 
new Carmel movement 

The Adventists were happy to 
send speakers to denigrate the Rod, 
making it appear as though the Rod 
was responsible for the Davidians' 
disappointment. Brother Bingham, 
however, would not countenance 
such an idea, but when he asked for 
an opportunity to vindicate the Rod, 
Sister Houteff turned him down. It 

and her council persisted in putting 
the Rod on the altar, prompting 
Brother Bingham to observe in the 
same Educator, "[They] refused to let 
me, a 100%-ROD teacher, have the 
same pulpit at all, to prove to the 
people that the council, not the ROD, 
is responsible for the new-Carmel 
false predictions and consequent 
deep disappointment and humilia
tion." Despite Brother Bingham's 
deepest desire to defend the Rod, Sis
ter Houteff refused and rejected both 
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the messenger and the message. 
For the Adventist functionaries, it 

was a satisfying "We-toldcyou-so" 
moment Their chief adversary, V. T. 
Houteff, was in his grave and now 
the prospect of his movement being 
near the grave was at hand. For the 
entire sixteen meetings held in the 
tabernacle, they spoke against the 
Rod, cleverly using Sister Houteff's 
failed predictions as "evidence" that 
the Rod itself was wrong. Brother 
Bingham, as we have noted, was in
censed at the false connection and 
urged Sister Houteff to let him de
fend the Rod. Her refusal becomes 
clearer when we consider that in 
defending the Rod, M. J. Bingham 
would have taken th€ offensive 
against her speculative, non-Rod ac
tivities, comparing them to the Rod 
message itself, and showing that her 
predictions were the fruit of her 
mind, not the Rod. In light of this cer
tain exposure, she preferred to have 
the Adventists blame the Rod when 
she should have taken personal re
sponsibility for her errors. Finally, 
Brother Bingham could abide the 
proceedings no longer and left, re
turning to Los Angeles to take up his 
pen again, once more in the hope of 
reaching the "little ones" who were 
scattered and confused. Writing in 
the June 1959 Educator, he stated, 
"Each day's mail since the first of the 
year has revealed steadily mounting 
concern among 100% Rod-only Da-
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vidians ... over the progressive, now
culminating crisis (June 21) precipi
tated by the new-Carmel false 
prophets, and brought into sharp fo
cus by the Timely-Truth Educator." 
Some Davidians accepted the Edu
cators' messages and expressed dis
may and dissatisfaction with the new 
Carmel association and made it clear 
that they wanted to stay with the Rod 
and not accept an alien model of op
eration and new doctrines. 

After the exhausting events of 
1959, including the failed predic
tions, the mis-assembly, the disap
pointment and disillusionment, and 
the falling away of many members, 
Sister Houteff and her associates per
sisted, as incredible as it may seem, 
in trying to take their message to the 
General Conference. Brother Bing
ham again opposed this scheme, 
pointing out in the July-September 
1959 Educator that new Carmel had 
an "ulterior" motive in giving their 
message to the General Conference: 
they wanted the General Conference 
to reject the Rod rather than accept it 
because they believed this would 
prepare the way for the fulfillment of 
Revelation 11:7, 10. 

Despite failed predictions, false 
assemblies, and the futile effort to 
give their powerless, confused and 
confusing message to the General 
Conference, the new Carmel drama 
was not over, and an alien model of 
operation was set in place. After be-
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ing rejected by the General Confer
ence, Sister Houteff and her council 
decided that new Carmel would not 
concentrate solely on Adventism but 
would refocus its efforts on Protes
tantism. To support this scenario, she 
interpreted the house of Judah to be 
Adventism and the house of Israel to 
be Protestantism, holding that the 
Protestants thus came under the call 
of the Rod message and should be 
evangelized. In refocusing their 
energy away from Adventism, the 
new Carmelites developed the trap
pings of an evangelistic organization, 
including a radio program, literature 
designed to appeal to non-SDAs, and 
use of the newspapers for advertis
ing their evangelistic activities to the 
public. From 1959 to 1962, new Car
mel struggled to get its message out, 
but the effort was half-hearted and 
success was elusive. Many Davidi
ans were disturbed at the new ap
proach and stopped supporting new 
Carmel, while support from the 
Protestant world was not forthcom
ing, either. The vine was withering 
and Sister Houteff and her associates 
knew it. A few grapes remained to be 
plucked, however. In 1962, the new 
Carmel leaders divided the assets 
among the supporters who had 
stayed with the leadership, and left 
the complex for points all across the 
United States. 
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give studies calling for Davidians to 
be "100% Rod-only Davidians," as 
well as calling for the association to 
be re-organized on constitutional 
principles. His dedication to the 
fieldwork, as well as family develop
ments, is reflected in a letter written 
by Sister Bingham on June 21, 1960 
to Robert LaFollette: "My husband 
and Brother Green left a week ago ... 
for Central and Northern California. 
... [Some] Davidians who are disap
pointed in the new-Carmel and who 
are not among the die-hard class, are 
studying with my husband and 
Brother Green, and we are praying 
that the Lord will help them to be 
among the 100% Rodconly Davidi
ans." Brother Lafollette was an early 
supporter of the work, and Sister 
Bingham noted, "Our prayerful 
thanks ascend to our Father for every 
faithful one. With the enclosed re
ceipt go our sincere prayers that the 
Lord recompense you with rich 
blessings." Referring to the family, 
she wrote, "Our little boy is well, 
growing tall and slender, but as ac
tive as ever. We are expecting the 
new addition in August." The letter 
was signed, "Sincerely yours to be 
much in study and prayer, Jemmy 
B." This was followed by the key 
strokes /b///1/. She added a post 
script: "I didn't get this letter done, 
so I left it in the machine. Then 

] Brother Bingham, always dedi- I Trevor jumped up on my chair, put 
cated to action, set off to the field to the machine on, and typed the above 
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strokes. I guess he wanted to send 
you a few lines!" 

In this same letter, Sister Bingham 
had referfed to "[those] of us who are 
working for Constitutional Associa
tion." Written in 1960, this statement, 
sounding the Educators' call for Con
stitutional Association, became even 
more important when the new Car
mel association collapsed. The next 
phase ofM. J. Bingham's life would 
be dedicated to working for constitu
tional government, a phase that be
gan in 1961 and culminated in 1969 
when the session that year was held 
on the new land in Missouri where 
Bashan was founded. 

What is Constitutional Govern
ment? As the words imply, it is gov
ernment based on laws and princi
ples rather than on whims, feelings, 
"revelations," suppositions, and per
sonal connections-all of which 
troubled the new Carmel movement. 
As The Leviticus exemplifies, Con
stitutional Government is theocratic 
government based on the principle of 
"it is written." Such a principle was 
at odds with new Carmel's methods 
of operation. In numerous· issues of 
the early Educators, Brother Bing
ham wrote that after V. T. Houteff's 
death, Sister Houteff should have 
called a session in accordance with 
The Leviticus. The movement could 
have benefited from the collective 
experience and wisdom of people in 
the movement, thus helping steer 
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clear of fanaticism and speculation. 
An early call for constitutional gov
ernment, as well as a constitutional 
session, was issued in the July
September 1959 Educator in the 
form of a ballot that readers could 
cast in favor of a session of Rod be
lievers. Questions included the fol
lowing: Would readers continue to 
support new Mt. Carmel? If not, 
would they support a constitutional 
session to re-organize the Associa
tion? Would they lend any support 
possible to re-organization? In what 
country did they believe the session 
should be held? When should it be 
held? The July-September 1959 Ed
ucator recognized the need for hu
man leadership and asked, "Who 
(excluding M. J. Bingham) is to be 
charged with the burden of responsi
bility for handling all arrangements 
for the session" and "Who (exclud
ing M. J. Bingham) is to act as Chair
man pro tern of the session?" 

M. J. Bingham was the force be
hind warning Davidians against new 
Mt. Carmel's teachings, issuing a call 
for re-organization and laying the 
groundwork for a constitutional ses
sion and a constitutional association. 
He was not a "wait-and-see" David
ian as were many, including H. G. 
Warden, who had traveled with Sis
ter Houteff well into her misadven
ture before parting ways with her 
when it was clear that her predictions 
would fail. Despite Brother Bing-
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ham's central role and tireless activ
ities on behalf of the Rod message 
and the Davidian movement, he was 
not seeking an office. He stated in the 
ballot that he would exclude himself 
from consideration as the one in 
charge of arrangements or as chair
man pro tern of the session. Far bet
ter than others, he knew the weari
some burdens of office from experi
ence at Old Mt. Carmel, and he 
hoped to avoid those burdens by in
stead serving the cause as a writer, 
editor, and teacher. 

As 1960 progressed, the Bing
hams, through the Educators, contin
ued to work for constitutional gov
ernment and the reorganization of the 
association. In "Confidential Bul
letin No. 1, May 1, 1960," Brother 
Bingham wrote, "As the EDUCATOR 

previously disclosed, June of this 
year had been set as the target date 
for the Association Session. How
ever, two obstacles have developed 
to force a delay. The first is an insuf
ficiency offunds ... [and the] second 
is a new-Cannel created obstacle in 
the way of foreign delegates' secur
ing visas. What happened last spring 
[at new Carmel] is known to the U.So 
Foreign Service ... [and] has been 
used to prevent Brother Allen [from 
Jamaica] from coming here to take 
up his urgent duties on The Commit
tee on Session Arrangements." These 
two obstacles were heavy roadblocks 
that needed to be shouldered aside" 
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The man pushing on the roadblocks 
revealed his plan of action in the 
1960 "Confidential Bulletin": "To
ward the end of removing the finan
cial obstacle, we have decided upon 
a six-week to two-month field mis
sion in the West, if Brother Green 
and I can possibly get away. Person
al contact and effort may succeed in 
bringing to a full stand for the Asso
ciation several who can and will 
share with the rest of us in bearing 
the burden of the work" Brother 
Bingham ended this article with a 
call to take action through sacrifice: 
"So, Brethren, let everyone of us 
covenant with the Lord to sacrifice 
to the limit in every way possible to 
unite in the growing fellowship of 
100% ROD-only Davidians every 
honest one now in the valley of de
cision, that the Session for Associa
tion may thus be sped up, the Asso
ciation brought into being, the work 
be finished, and we all go home." As 
he had shown throughout his life, 
Brother Bingham's faith took the 
form of action for the cause he be
lieved in. 

Consistently throughout the Edu
cators and his other publications, 
Brother Bingham urged Davidians to 
help the poor in their ranks. He urged 
those who were blessed with suffi
cient means not only to pray for the 
poor but to actively help those in 
need" As the re-organization of the 
Association drew closer to reality, he 
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reminded the Educators' readers of 
the needs of believers by quoting 
from letters ofthose ih need, noting, 
"These few whom we have quoted 
are, as we already mentioned, but a 
handful of the many needy ones 
among the torn and scattered flock. 
The items they most need are (1) 
children's and infants' shoes and 
clothing; (2) women's clothing, 
shoes, and hats; (3) men's clothing, 
shoes, and hats; (4) bed sheets, light 
blankets and pillow cases; (5) garden 
seeds; (6) edible soy beans and wheat; 
and (7) natural vitamins and miner
als." He quoted at length a statement 
from Testimonies, Volume 5, pages 
150 and 151: "In every church there 
should be ESTABLISHED A TREA
SURY FOR THE POOR .... " The capi
tal letters were M. J. Bingham's 
method of underscoring the impor
tance of this issue, and helping fel
low believers was always high in his 
value system. 

The arrangements' committee, 
headed by Wesley H. Green and 
Allan A. Allen, was charged with 
arranging a meeting place and facili
tating travel for delegates .. A crucial 
question arose: according to The 
Leviticus, a session must be called by 
the Executive Council but there was 
no constitutional council in existence 
in 1960. How could a session be 
called? Brother Bingham noted that 
the Mt. Carmel movement under 
V. T. Houteff had operated under 
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"first-phase" order according to The 
Leviticus but "did not venture" be
yond that. In "first-phase order," a 
prophet-president led the work, the 
council was not invested with exec
utive authority, and sessions were not 
held. Now, a "second-phase" order 
was required: an elective, corporate 
Association would delegate limited 
authority to an Executive Council, 
which would have to operate until a 
further step forward could be taken. 
Brother Bingham, based on inten
sive, inspired study of the Rod mes
sage, foresaw that the only possible 
answer to this question was the elec
tion of a temporary council which 
would call a session. In the June
September 1960 Educator, he wrote, 
"Constitutionally, only the Executive 
Council can call the Association into 
regular session, and since the self
disqualified, yet self-perpetuated, 
new Carmel council not only will not 
do so, but cannot any longer lawful
ly do so, the Association must elect 
a pro tempore council for the purpose 
of calling the first regular session. 
This has been faithfully done. Its 
Constitutional number (The Leviti
cus, p. 8, Section 1) of seven mem
bers are: 
Mr. Allan A. Allen (Jamaica, B.W.I.) 
Mr. W. H. Green (U.S.) 
Mrs. J. E. Bingham (U.S.) 
Mr. A1ihur V. Stenhouse (Australia) 
Mrs. Vera Prestwood (UoS.) 
Mr. AlbertS. Pirry (Indonesia) 
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(No.7 yet to be announced) 
"This temporary council will 

automatically be dissolved when the 
session elects a regular council to 
function for the Association during 
the period ensuing." 

At this time, Davidians were still 
attached to Waco, Texas, and had an 
affection for Mt. Carmel Center, 
prompting some believers to call for 
the session to be held at Waco. There 
was another and more practical rea
son: the Waco area was still home to 
numerous Davidians, both at new 
Carmel and in the city of Waco, and 
holding a session there was bound to 
draw their attention and participa
tion. Yet, just as Mt.Carmel Center 
was dead and gone, Waco was the 
past, not the future, of the Davidian 
movement, and the session would be 
held in Los Angeles, California, the 
birthplace of the Rod movement. 

Brother Bingham's vision, dedi
cation to action, and vise-like deter
mination to see the Association re
constituted was evident when he 
wrote in the June-September 1960 
Educator, "Constitutional Associa
tion is coming. Make certain of that. 
Davidian delegates world-wide will, 
at the signaled time, in God's provi" 
dence, bring corporate Association 
into being for the finishing of the 
work." The signaled time would not 
come untill961. 

Meanwhile, a final, revealing ex
change ofletters between M. J. Bing-
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ham and Florence Houteff occuned. 
Her letters revealed hostility toward 
Brother Bingham, and Brother Bing
ham's responses shed light on the 
circumstances of the Binghams at 
this time and the sacrifices they made 
for the work. The correspondence 
started when Ruby Haylock wrote a 
letter dated November 7, 1960 to 
Florence Houteff, raising several 
doctrinal questions that the Educa
tors had been asking. Rather than re
sponding to Sister Haylock's points, 
Florence Houteff assailed the man 
who was raising the points. Herre
sponse was quoted in the June-Sep
tember 1960 Educator: "You have 
been deceived by a man who is des
perately seeking an office for him
self, and has dreamed up an argu
ment to work on .... [The Educators'] 
purpose has been twisted to suit the 
devices of an office-hungry individ
ual." Sister Houteffbrought no evi
dence nor argument to support her 
charges, so she resorted to allega
tions of "rebellion": "We advise you 
to 'ponder the path oftheir feet. . .lest 
you join in a rebellion that could 
cause you to lose your own soul." 
This statement more appropriately 
applied to her own activities, which, 
shortly, in Haman-like fashion, was 
the gallows upon which she hanged 
herself and what was left of the new 
Carmel movemenL (A fascinating 
parenthesis to history concerns a let
ter Florence Houteff, now Eakin, 
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wrote to an elderly Mt Carmel-era 
Davidian in 2002. She still believes 
she and her council were correct in 
taking the Rod message to the Prot
estants and she took no personal re
sponsibility for the 1959 debacle nor 
for her doctrinal speculations that 
nearly destroyed the Rod movement.) 
In a lengthy letter dated January 19, 
1961, and published in the June-Sep
tember 1960 Educator, Brother Bing
ham responded to Florence Houteff's 
allegations, noting that it was "a ... 
grievous thing to see anyone ... man
ifest toward· anyone ... such animus 
as you vent toward the one to whom 
you accusingly and scornfully refer 
in ... your December 22letter to Sis
ter Haylock, as 'an office seeker' and 
'an office-hungry individual.'" The 
only office he sought, wrote Brother 
Bingham, was the office of helping 
confused, distressed, divided David
ians return to the Rod: "Thus con
vinced concerning your [mis]han
dling of the message and the work, I 
have had no alternative but vigorous
ly to proclaim it and to do all in my 
power to save as many as possible 
from it and to recover them to the 
ROD. But in doing so, I have neither 
the right nor the desire and disposi
tion to malign you, to seek to butch
er your character, as you and your 
followers have for years been butch
ering away at mine, and to arraign 
and condemn you as 'an office-hun
gry individual' and 'office seeker.'" 
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Always ready to offer detailed ev
idence to support his arguments, 
Brother Bingham presented the fol
lowing evidence that he had never 
sought office. In a letter dated Janu
ary 19, 1960, published in the Janu
ary-April 1960 Educator, he wrote, 
"Sister Houteff, has it never occurred 
to you that had I had gnawing in my 
system the hunger for office that you 
adjudge me of having, the very first 
thing I would have been sure to do, 
upon receiving word of Brother 
Houteff's passing, would have been 
precisely what some at Carmel had, 
as I have since learned, expected and 
predicted I· would do-drop down 
out of the skies at the time of his 
funeral, launch an all-out offensive, 
turn things upside down, as you and 
the council have done and are doing, 
then battle it out to the end!" He con
tinued: "And since this seems never 
to have occurred to you, then doubt
less neither has it dawned upon you 
that had I been suffering from office
hunger when I was suffering from 
some tropical sickness in Trinidad [in 
1955] and had consequently to aban
don our projected worldwide mis
sion, and return home, as you ad
vised, I should have flown directly to 
Carmel, as you expected me to, 
rather than to my mother's in Los 
Angeles, as I did .... Furthermore, had 
I hungered for any office that might 
conceivably have been dangling on 
the tree at Carmel, then after I had 
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gotten back on my feet, I certainly 
would have hurried there and made 
a grab for it, rather than back to the 
task I left unfinished in the West 
Indies and British Guiana, as I did." 

Brother Bingham, in the same let
ter of January 19, 1960, then tried to 
reason with Florence Houteff: "You 
have ... your own home; we do not. 
You have your own car; we do not. 
You have a well-equipped office in 
which to work advantageously and 
conveniently; we do not. You have a 
well furnished home in which to live 
in comfort and privacy; we do not. 
We work and eat and sleep and live 
and raise our family under the same 
aged roof .... We profoundly thank 
the Lord that your lot is not our lot. I 
am simply giving you a recital of 
facts which belie and shame your ac
cusation [of seeking office]." These 
statements revealed then, as they do 
now, the contrasts between a work of 
faith and a work of self. 

In the closing paragraph of this 
letter, M. J. Bingham revealed his 
true burden: "Though I am devoid of 
hunger for office, your office or any 
other office ... my wife and I do as
pire to devote our all to a certain min
istry-one to which the record does 
not betray any evidence of any of my 
traducers' -yours or Brother Ro
den's or any of your followers' or any 
of the rest of the comfortably situated 
prophets' -aspiring. The Lord has 
burdened our hearts with His love 
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and concern for our less privileged 
brethren in foreign lands-South 
America, in the islands of the sea, in 
Africa, in India, in Indonesia, any
where and everywhere they are
where one can expect seldom, if ever, 
to find conveniences the aggregate of 
those common to American new
Carmelites and branchites -such as 
running water, gas, electricity, bath
rooms, private transportation even 
comparable to that which we now 
have, radio, television (which we 
never had), and the rest of the com
forts and luxuries which you are en
joying there. If this burden to find 
and to feed these scattered 'little 
ones,' my dear Sister, be office-seek
ing, then we plead guilty of being 
ravenous office-seekers, and doubt
less, consequently, stand condemned 
as very greedy dogs." He ended with 
a challenge to the comfortably-situ
ated Sister Houteff: "So we plead 
with you and the rest of our defamers 
to come to our rescue by out-hunger
ing and out-seeking us in our hunger
ing and seeking to render this 'rea
sonable service' to our Lord.'" 

The contrasts between new Car
mel and Brother and Sister Bingham 
could not have been greater. new 
Carmel enjoyed a large bank ac
count, had a well-equipped office 
and headquarters, a trained staff, 
printing presses, and plenty of land, 
equipment, and machinery. In con
trast, Brother and Sister Bingham 
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had none of this but had faith, vision, 
and the rock solid belief that Carmel 
was dead and that a new pasture and 
movement were ready to be born. As 
Victor Hugo once noted, nothing on 
earth is as powerful as an idea whose 
time has come, and the inspired idea 
that the flock must move forward to 
new pasture gave power and force to 
the writings and work of M. J. Bing
ham, enabling him to overcome mea
ger finances, ill health, lack of trans
portation, and a barrage of hate-filled 
criticism that continues to find ex
pression in the many "isms" that 
exist in the Davidian world today. 

The year 1961 would be one of 
the most significant for the Davidian 
movement. New Carmel was dis
banding and soon fell into a court
appointment receivership managed 
by Waco attorney, Tom Street, while 
those who saw themselves as "100% 
Rod-only Davidians" (some, in fact, 
soon left their "100% Rod-only" 
position) were coming together tore
organize the Association. Following 
The Leviticus, Brother Bingham pub
lished in two consecutive issues of 
The Symbolic Code a call for the ses
sion, scheduled to be held from July 
28 to August 7, 1961. The second 
Code, undated but titled "Session 
Special No. 2," declared, "Never. .. 
in any age has there devolved upon 
'the little company standing in the 
light' ... more weighty responsibility 
than devolves upon the Present-truth 
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company, the 100% ROD-only Da
vidian Fellowship ... at this hour of 
supreme crisis in the government of 
God upon earth." The "100% Rod
only Davidians" were working to 
revive a movement that to many 
observers seemed dead. Fittingly, the 
session was held at the Church of the 
Resurrection in Los Angeles, an 
event that both pointed back toward 
the roots of the Davidian movement 
in 1929/30 in Los Angeles, and to the 
future resurrection of the movement 
and its gathering of the "little ones." 
Brother Bingham never lost an op
portunity to urge believers to aid 
their brethren, and closed this same 
Code with these words: "Clothes, 
shoes, food, and vitamins, are ur
gently needed to meet pressing calls 
for help. Brethren, won't you open 
your hearts and your hands to these 
needy ones. They could be in your 
place and you in theirs." 

When the session was held, there I 
were, according to the "Roll Call," 
54 people in attendance. Who came 
and why did they come? Or, as Jesus 
asked regarding John the Baptist, 
"What came ye out for to see?" The 
gathering had its true believers, as 
well as its adventurers, office seek
ers, and taggers-along. Some were 
there because they longed for the 
Davidian movement to go forward, 
but others were there because the 
new Carmel ship was sinking fast 
and they sought a vessel to board. 
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One such person was H. G. Warden, 69). Sister Bingham was elected sec
the long-time Davidian teacher who retary-treasurer, and Brother Bing
stayed with new Carmel until 1960. ham accepted the position of editor 
He was just what Brother Bingham of publications. With these experi
in the Educator had termed a "wait- enced ones at the helm, the work 
and-see-conservative," one who wait- would move forward, though some 
ed to see which way the wind was at the session were displeased either 
blowing before venturing to make a that they had not received an office, 
decision. Brother Bingham had con- or over those who had. Brother Bing
siderable affection for Brother WaT- ham and others were determined not 
den-probably the main reason that to repeat the history of the new 
Warden was elected vice-president Carmel movement with its blind 
of the re-organized Association. Oth- worship of its Executive Council. To 
ers, like Don Adair, were beginning prevent this from happening, a 
to experience the itch of office-seek- Standing Committee, which would 
ing, which he eventually soothed by act as a check on the council, was 
slipping into office in 1970, taking formed. The Standing Committee 
over the fragments of a breakaway was invested with the authority to 
association. Some young people oversee the council and guide the As
were there because of family connec- sociation between sessions or when 
tions, and at least one young person the Council was not in operation. 
would have denied belief in the Shortly after the 1961 session, dis
teachings of the Rod. This mixture I sension began to unfold when a con
characterized the session because it flict arose between the council and 
was an open-door meeting. the Standing Committee. Brother 

The new Association needed or- Bingha_m was the subject of the con
der and organization to give believ- tention, which was being agitated by 
ers a sense of unity and direction. Sister Charles Love, who, ironically, 
Based on Brother Bingham's refusal was not acting altogether with love. 
to accept any office other than editor, She contended that Brother Bing
Brother Warden, as the person other ham's writings should be approved 
than M. J. Bingham most experi- by the council-a contentionthat he 
enced in the Davidian movement and did not disagree with, per se. But, he 

. Rod message, was elected vice-pres- pointed out, he was obligated to hold 

I 

ident (the office of president was fast to the Rod and constitutional 
then still vacant since the light on government, and when he saw efforts 

· third-phase government with a pres- underway to glorify the council, es
ident would not arrive until 1968/ pecially the quorum, he would op-
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pose those efforts as unconstitution
al and as a remnant of new Carmel 
council-glorification. A flurry of cor
respondence ensued between Broth
er Bingham, Sister and Broth
er Warden. Sister Love sent a letter 
dated May 23, 1962, to the field, re
vealing her desire to elevate the pow
er of the council: "Dear Fellow Be
lievers: You either have received or 
will soon receive a compilation of 
material from the Executive Council 
to the members. of the Standing Com
mittee. You will be asked to vote on 
whether the editor or the Executive 
Council is to be the guiding power of 
the Association. Do you want one 
man to guide the Association or do 
you want the counciL.. to decide on 
policies and plans?" Sister Love's at· 
tempt to set up the editor as the 
would-be "dictator" was disingenu
ous because the editor had never 
sought such power, and the real con
tention was not between him and the 
council but between the Standing 
Committee and the council. Many 
Davidians were keenly aware of just 
how badly the work had fared when 
Sister Houteff's Executive Council 
had decided on policies 'and plans, 
and they had no desire to repeat that 
history. Thus, the Standing Commit
tee was intended to be the brake that 
would hold back the formation of a 
kingly power in the Executive Coun
ciL Yet, Sister Love (who was the 
chairman of the Standing Commit-

25 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 31 

tee), Brother Warden, and others 
placed too much stock in the coun
cil, and were repeating the history of 
new Carmel. his ironic that Sister 
Love, the Chairman of the Standing 

. Committee, instead of keeping an 
eye on the Quorum as the session had 
legislated, she was exalting them. 
Her accusations against Brother 
Bingham as a would be "dictator" 
more accurately described her work 
to increase the power of the Quorum. 
By now, the new Association had 
divided into two groups: the pro
council group, led by Brother War
den and Sister Love, and the pro
Standing Committee group, led by 
Brother and Sister Bingham. The 
heart of the issue was whether or not 
the council would follow the direc
tions of the session, which had em
powered the Standing Committee to 
have oversight of the council
something that ·a Quorum of the 
council, led by Sister Love, rejected. 
The only solution, said Brother Bing
ham, would be for Sister Love and 
her associates to resign. In a letter 
dated July 11, 1962, Brother Bing
ham summed up the problems: "As 
to your refusing to resign and their 
refusing to resign, that is your right. 
It is also the right of the Standing 
Committee to remove you. Whether 
or not they do is ... dependent upon 
whether or not you and they sign the 
eight-point statement which is now 
before them. If all of you will get 
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back on the track of session legisla
tion and stay there, then we can and 
will work together, and there will be 
neither need nor justification for your 
impeachment on the grounds of con
tinued and increased self-disqualifi
cation." As the original and tireless 
advocate for constitutional govern
ment, Brother Bingham was on the 
lookout for any departure from the 
Rod and The Leviticus, especially 
any move by the council to glorify it
self at the expense of the member
ship. This was the heart and soul of 
the issue that faced the Association 
in 1962, and Brother Bingham ex
pressed his willingness to work with 
the council if it would follow the will 
of the 1961 session and not usurp the 
authority of the Standing Committee. 
He wrote, "I am ready and eager to 
do an in my power to make the cogs 
of the editorial office mesh with 
those of the council and those of the 
Standing Committee but there is no 
remotest possibility of our doing this 
unless and until you and they take out 
your own cog and put back the Con
stitutional cogs which you removed 
from the machinery. Do this, Sister 
Love, then keep your places, and 
you'll have no trouble with Brother 
Bingham. Fail to do it, and you'll 
have all kinds of trouble with him. 
So again it's put straight up to the 
five of you to decide whether you'll 
restore the machinery to Constitu
tional running order or wreck it. May 
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you make your decisions in view of 
the judgment" These forthright 
words, devoid of politically-inspired 
soft-peddling, offended Sister Love 
and her group, who pressed even 
harder to bring the Standing Com
mittee and Brother Bingham under 
the control of the counciL 

When the moment of crisis came, 
H. G. Warden, vice-president of the 
Association, sided with the Quorum 
of the council. Warden was a knowl
edgeable and able teacher of the Rod 
but seemed unable or unwilling to 
break_away from the influence of the 
council. Still, in light of his connec
tion with new Carmel untill960-
long after Sister Houteff and her 
council had proven themselves unfit 
for office-his support for the coun
cil was not surprising. Brother War
den's position pained Brother Bing
ham, whose affection for Warden 
never waned. Yet truth, as Jesus stat
ed, brings division, and the truth of 
the issues at hand sharply divided the 
Association. The events of that era 
have been so beclouded by revision
ist history that today numerous schis
matic Davidian groups claim that 
M. J. Bingham broke away from the 
Association when, in truth, H. G. 
Warden and the Quorum broke away 
from the 1961 session legislation and 
the Standing Committee. 

Brother Bingham's refusal to go 
along with the Quorum's attempt to 
usurp authority was not based on 
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personality, whim, or fancy. He was 
not alone in opposing the Quorum on 
principle. Other experienced David
ians perceived that the same spirit 
that motivated Sister Houteff and her 
council was reappearing in the Quo
rum of the council of the re-organ
ized Association. Willie Matthews, a 
teacher during the Old Mt. Carmel 
days, and a participant in the 1961 re
organization, wrote to the Quorum 
onAprill5, 1962, expressing his dis
may over the course of the Quorum 
and resigning from the council: "I 
have insistently requested to be re
lieved of all responsibilities as Field 
Representative and Council Member 
for the Association ... .I do not wish 
to be identified with the members of 
the Executive Council who are doing 
exactly what Sister Houteff and her 
Executive Council have done." Mat
thews observed that the council was 
taking power to itself that belonged 
to sessions of theAssociation repre
sented by the Standing Committee: 
"The Quorum at Arlington [where 
the office was located] are guilty of 
usurping legislative power. You have 
made laws without constitutional au
thority. [Neither] the Quorum nor the 
full council has legislative power. 
Full legislative power is restricted to 
the Standing Committee between 
sessions, and full legislative power 
to the delegates, credentialed teach
ers, and ordained elders during reg
ular or special sessions." Matthews 
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charged the council with not fully be
lieving the Rod, and then presented 
a ten-page letter challenging the 
council's position. Thus, Brother 
Bingham's view of the activities of 
the council was shared by other 
knowledgeable, well informed Da
vidians of that time. 

Just as Matthews had noted, the 
Arlington, California council was 
following the footsteps of the new
Carmel council, and it was around 
this time that Brother Bingham iden
tified the council and its supporters 
as antitypical Rachel, for idolizing its 
counciL Brother and Sister H. G. 
Warden and Brother E. F. Reichman 
soon departed to start what they 
called the "The Shepherd's Rod 
Publishing Association of Davidian 
Seventh-day Adventists" located in 
Vista, California. Soon after Sister 
Love, Brother and Sister W. H. 
Green, and others joined them. From 
this first split in the reorganized As
sociation came a number of other 
divisions, which in turn became the 
many divisions that exist in .the 
Davidian world today. 

AU great leaders are polarizing 
figures, and M. J. Bingham indeed 
polarized people, who either loved 
him or hated him. There were few, 
indeed, who were lukewarm toward 
him. Some loved his dedication to 
being a "100% Rod-only Davidian," 
his devotion to action, his eagerness 
to live among those he taught, and 
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his unending care and concern for the 
poor. All these qualities make for a 
positive reading of his life. Why, 
then, did many people hate him? The 
answer is found in his character, 
which, true to his name (Martin, the 
warrior), hada sternness of purpose 
that motivated him to shoulder aside 
men with fainter hearts when the call 
for battle came. His holy warriorship 
was never better displayed than in 
the events in 1962 when he utterly re
fused to let Warden and the council 
abscond with the Association's 
equipment, supplies, and ·mailing 
list. Enlisting the young Don Adair 
as his arms and legs, he showed up 
at the Arlington office (after notify
ing law enforcement authorities of 
his proposed action) and managed 
one of the great feats of Davidian his
tory by repossessing all the assets of 
the Association. Warden and compa
ny were taken completely by surprise 
and watched in dumfounded silence 
as Brother Bingham and Don Adair 
emptied the office. If Warden and 
supporters loathed M. J. Bingham for 
taking action for the Lord-as they 
indeed did-they resented M. J. 
Bingham's pen even more. When 
speaking his convictions, he never 
minced his words, as in this August 
22, 1965letter to Warden: "You have 
consistently lined up with Judases 
and turncoats. Had you not done so, 
you would still be the vice-president 
of God's true, His one and only As-
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sociation, instead of being the voice 
of one of the four apostate associa
tions now robbing God and confus
ing and misleading some Davidi
ans." No one wants to be called a 
Judas or turncoat, and Warden was 
deeply offended. Brother Bingham 
counseled, "I suppose you will be 
offended over my speaking thus 
candidly. Your hypersensitiveness in 
this respect is not commendable and 
not helpful. AU your plain, pointed 
words to me, I weigh dispassionate
ly, and I if am able to see any truth in 
them, I lay them to heart." Plain 
speaking offends a majority of peo
ple, and this is the essential reason 
that many of that day hated the plain
speaking M. J. Bingham. 

During 1962, a great opportunity 
arose, and Brother Bingham imme
diately took action to take advantage 
of it. Waco attorney Tom Street, the 
court-appointed trustee for the liqui
dated new Carmel association, put up 
for sale the large quantity of Rod lit
erature printed by Sister Houteff. On 
July 4, 1962, Brother Bingham wrote 
to Mr. Street, "As soon as the pur
chase can be authorized and a bank 
draft secured, it will be posted to 
you." Brother Bingham's business 
sense was evident when he added, "It 
has been decided that before I post 
you the $450.00 for the lot specified, 
we shall await confirmation from 
you that the lot presently is undimin
ished from the amount you ... sped-
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fied previously." After correspon
ding about the literature, the sale was 
finalized, though the Binghams had 
to borrow the $450.00 from Davidi
an members in order to make the pur
chase. The publications amounted to 
ten tons of Shepherd's Rod publica
tions in their entirety, and Brother 
Bingham made ·arrangements for 
Brother and Sister Emil Heim, Da
vidians from Palestine, Texas, to take 
possession of the literature. M. J. 
Bingham wrote to Mr. Street on July 
18, 1962, "They will go to the new
Carmel ranch for it as soon as pos
sible ... possibly next week." The 
Heims picked up and stored the lit
erature until Brother Bingham and 
Don Adair arrived from California to 
take the literature back with them. 
Throughout the 1960s, the Bashan 
Association could rely upon its store
house ofliterature while other groups 
had none. In 1969, when the first 
meeting was held at Bashan, the first 
structure erected on the land was a 
small shed to hold the precious liter
ature, which resided there until 
Bashan House was ready to receive 
the publications in 1970. This dran1a 
of Brother Bingham's securing the 
literature was a modern exemplifica
tion of Joseph's provisioning Egypt 
for the time of famine. During the 
1970s, Bashan did not need to print 
literature, and instead drew upon its 
storehouse of literature, enabling 
precious funds to be used for build-
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ing the physical structure of the 
work. AU of this was made possible 
because Brother Bingham had faith 
and vision and acted upon them. 

During this time, there were other, 
more peaceful and joyful events in 
M. J. Bingham's life. In 1964, An
drew Justin joined the family, and 
1965 found the family camping in 
the mountains near Riverside, Cali
fornia. Brother Bingham, as noted, 
had a great love for the outdoors; and 
soon enlisted the office staff to join 
in the camping trips. Photos from 
that time (lost in the 2004 fire) 
showed everyone busy pitching 
tents, tending fires, sitting around 
campfires for worship, or preparing 
food. In a 1965letter, M. J. Bingham 
wrote that the mountain campsite, 
known as "Dark Canyon," was a 
"favorite place." The yearly camping 
trips continued until the family 
moved to Missouri in 1970 to build 
Bashan, which was a big camping 
expedition for the first six months. 
Thus the mountain camping experi
ences of California prepared the 
Bingham family for camp life at 
Bashan from May to November 
1970, when they lived in large anny 
tents and had no running water. 

Southern California in the 1960s 
was (as it is today) an oasis of Ad
ventism and would have been a 
pleasant, easy place to stay while 
spreading the message to Adventist 
churches. Yet, as early 1961, the Ed-
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ucators had started quoting, and com
menting upon, the phrase from Mic
ah {:14, "Let them feed in Bashan." 
Bashan would, Brother Bingham 
knew, have to be in the center of the 
United States to make travel and 
mailing costs more economicaL It 
would have to be an undeveloped 
place distant from a city, and it would 
have to be built from the ground up. 
Hard pioneer work was ahead, and 
the parabolic clock was ticking to
ward the hour when a date with des
tiny would occur. In 1965, another 
session was held, again producing 
the usual envy, office-seeking, and 
unhappiness, resulting in some Da
vidians' decamping for one or anoth
er of the Davidian factions. Still, the 
work continued, and, in 1969, the 
final session of the Association un
der second-phase order took place. 
While it was the final session of the 
old order, it was also the first meet
ing held at Bashan, signaling a clean 
beginning and a final break with the 
past history of factionalism, office
seeking, and politics. Brother Bing
ham was 64 years old in 1969, yet 
he gave studies with great power, 
directed the setting-up of the camp, 
and forged ahead with plans to build 
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Bashan. It would have been a daunt
ing task for younger, healthier men 
(his stomach ulcer was making his 
life a misery), but through faith and 
with a vision and the never-failing 
help of Sister Bingham, he pushed 
ahead. 

In the January-August 1967 Edu
cator, he wrote, "Without contradic
tion, the great need now as we face 
the final push to procure and estab
lish Bashan, is hearts-hearts to give 
and to work and to plead with God 
for others to give and to work and to 
pray for the purchase and develop
ment of the land for Mt. Bashan Cen
ter, 'the hill of God' (Ps. 63:15, 16, 
22). The hour for the birth of Bashan 
is near. The call goes out for hearts 
and hands and means to join making 
possible a quick delivery." In two 
short years, the 1969 session met on 
the new property, and the building of 
Bashan would begin. The period 
from 1970 to 1988 would be the final 
great phase ofM. J. Bingham's life, 
a time of difficulty, sacrifice, and ill
health that took him to death's door 
and back, as well as important steps 
forward and triumphs for the work. 

Coming Next: The 1969 Session 
and the Early Days at Bashan 0 

''An optimist is someone who looks forward 
to enjoying the scenery on a detour."-Anonymous 



From the Archives 
WAKE UP, BROTHER, SISTER, WE'RE GOING HOME 

V. T. Houteff 

W e cannot be called "command
ment-keeping people" unless 

we do all our work and do it on time, 
for one of the commandments is, 
"Six days shalt thou labor and do 
all thy work." If we waste a moment 
of our time, unless it be caused by 
some inability, we are unfit to call 
ourselves "commandment-keepers." 
Hence, we must labor smilingly and 
faithfully six full days of the week. 
Neither can we let the work drag be
hind each day and yet claim to keep 
God's commandments. As the work 
which God has assigned to everyone 
is neither too much nor too little, we 
shall not find either idle time during 
the week or something undone at the 
end of the week, if we faithfully la
bor six days and do all our work. 

"It is wrong to waste our time, 
wrong to waste our thoughts [wrong 
to waste food; wrong to waste any
thing good and of value]. We lose 
every moment that we devote to self
seeking. If every moment were val
ued and rightly employed, we should 
have time for everything that we need 
to do for ourselves or for the world. 
In the expenditure of money, in the 
use of time, strength, opportunities, 
let every Christian look to God for 
guidance. 'If any of you lack wis
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth 

not; and it shall be given him.' James 
1:5."-MH 208:1. 

Those who have too much time 
and not enough work are either igno
rantly or purposely leaving their 
work undone, and those who have 
too much work and not enough time 
are either undertaking the unneces
sary things of life or are too lazy or 
unskillful and unsystematic. 

Were God to leave something un
done in His creative work, that thing 
would end in disaster; and were He 
to fail to do it on time, the whole cre
ation would suffer. 

Those who are to be translated 
will be "as God" (Zech. 12:8)-per
fect in all they do. Therefore, "amend 
your ways and your doings" (Jer. 
7:3), and "be ye ... perfect, even as 
your Father which is in Heaven is 
perfect." Matt. 5:48. 

Find out what your work is, then 
arise early and do it faithfully "in the 
self-same day" with a smile. Work 
and sunshine . will not only do you 
much good but will also prevent you 
from committing slow suicide, for 
without exercise, fresh air, and sun
shine you cannot live to the full of 
your potential age; and the time you 
do live, your life will be unpleasant 
to yourself and burdensome to others. 

"Thus saith the Lord of hosts; let 
your hands be strong, ye that hear in 

(31) 
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these days these words by the mouth 
of the prophets, which were in the 
day that the foundation of the house 
ofthe Lord of hosts was laid, that the 
temple might be built." Zech. 8:9. 

"Every·man's work passes in re
view before God and is registered for 
faithfulness or unfaithfulness. Oppo
site each name in the books of Heav
en is entered with TERRIBLE EX
ACTNESS every wrong word, every 
selfishact, every unfulfilled duty, and 
every secret sin, with every artful dis
sembling. Heaven-sent warnings or 
reproofs neglected, wasted moments, 
unimproved opportunities, the influ
ence exerted for good or for evil, 
with its far--reaching results, all are 
chronicled by the recording angel." 
-'-GC 482: 1. 

Do Not Cheat, Lest You Run Shod 

We know that the human machine 
is constructed from sixteen different 
elements, and that they wear out by 
the daily usage of the body; also that 
these necessary elements cannot be 
replenished in any other way than by 
our daily food consumption. Conse
quently, it is of supreme importance 
that the food we use contains every 
one of these sixteen elements if we 
want to keep our super-wondrous 
structure in good condition. 

Let it be understood by all that a 
failure to supply the human organism 
with these sixteen building materials 
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by which to repair the worn-out tis
sues and muscles, and to preserve the 
condition of the bones, the guilty one 
will, whether it be through ignorance 
or otherwise, impair his health and 
will bring, if not sudden death, much 
pain, sorrow,· and regret, and at last 
result in an untimely funeral proces
sion. 

Those desiring to keep well will 
remember this one simple thing
that although manufactured, refined 
food, virtually inclusive of whatever 
nature they may be, may not be en" 
tirely deficient in some of the ele
ments, yet all the elements present 
are thrown out of the Creator's per
fect andinviolable combination, so 
that even the ones which are present 
cannot be of much value to the sys
tem; and in some cases they are even 
a hindrance to it, for the absence of 
one element changes the effect of the 
others, as does the addition of a 
strange one. This action is demon
strated as follows: 

If chemical synthesis is per
formed with milk by adding to it, if 
possible, the element of iron in its or
ganic form, the iron will coagulate 
the milk-turn it to cheese. Combine 
nitrogen, hydrogen, and oxygen, and 
the result is household ammonia. 
And the chemical synthetics show 
that if nitrogen is separated from the 
oxygen and hydrogen after they have 
been combined, the nitrogen will 
change into carbon dioxide instead 
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of remaining nitrogen. 
To illustrate further, let us imag

ine that the stomach is a cook. And 
let us depict by bread the elements 
with which the organism feeds the 
body. The science of making bread 
requires flour, water, fat, salt and 
yeast Suppose we give to the cook 
all the ingredients butone. Would he 
not be hindered in making the bread, 
just to the extent of the importance 
of the missing ingredient? If the flour 
is omitted, he can make no bread at 
all; if the water, he will be in as bad 
a predicament; if the salt, the bread 
will be tasteless; if the yeast, the 
bread will be too heavy. 

Fmthermore, would not the ab
sence of one or more of the ingredi
ents increase the percentage of the 
flour or ofthe water, the salt or the 
yeast, depending on which one is 
missing? So if any of the necessary 
ingredients are omitted, what kind of 
bread will the cook be able to make 
and feed us, and how will we like it? 
Does not the same principle govern 
the food in the human system, as it 
does in the kitchen? Thus it is plain 
to see what manufactured food prod
ucts are doing every day for those 
who use them, and yet they still ex
pect to keep their human super struc
ture in good condition, feel well, and 
be happy! 

No one needs to be a biochemist 
or a physiologist to know how to 
live. Even the most simple, illiterate 
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person need not err in the science of 
health if he observes the following 
rules: 

Do not use the foods which are 
forbidden, as was the fruit of the tree 
which the Lord planted in the midst 
of the garden and of which He said, 
"It is unclean to thee." Study Leviti
cus 11, Deuteronomy 14, and Isaiah 
66:17. 

Having laid all these things aside, 
you will then go a step further if you 
expect to do a work similar to that of 
John the Baptist, and if you desire to 
be translated finally to your Eden 
home. You will reach forth to God's 
original diet which He provided for 
the human family. For if we are now 
going to our original home, we must 
accustom ourselves to our original 
diet "And God said, Behold, I have 
given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the which is 
the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to 
you it shall be for meat." Gen. 1:29. 

Let aU manufactured, commercial 
products be replaced with foods in 
their original state. Take no chances. 
Even the whole wheat flour and the 
cornmeal that are sold in the market 
are often adulterated and, in most 
cases, devitalized. 

If you could see the kind of mate
rials your community baker uses to 
make the loaf of bread which you 
buy from your grocer, sliced and 
packed in a most attractive wrapper, 
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especially in the summertime, you 
would not eat it. There is but little 
exception with other commercial 
foods. Besides, you are paying sev
eral times more for your food than if 
you prepare it yourself. 

Homemade bread alone will not 
only save you many, many dollars 
each year if you will make it yourself 
from home ground flour, it will in 
just a little while also improve the 
health of your family and lighten 
your yoke by having reduced your 
home expenses. Buy the whole grain 
of wheat, corn, barley, rye, and other 
grains, and grind your own flour. For 
a few dollars you can purchase a mill 
for your own use. Thus, besides 
keeping well, you can decidedly re
duce the cost of living from what it 
is now. Consequently, you will not 
have to work like a beast of burden 
almost every day in the year to make 
a living. Neither will you waste your 
vitality by daily worry. Instead, you 
will be serving the Lord by loosen
ing the enemy's strong bands from 
both your own neck and the necks of 
others. 

In addition to your diet, remem
ber that you need fresh air, sunshine, 
and outdoor exercise. The best and 
the most profitable way to obtain aU 
three at the same time is to make a 
garden in your backyard, if no place 
else, and do in it a little work daily. 
Thus, you will not only improve your 
health and have fresh vegetables for 
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your table, but will also reduce your 
grocery bill. However, before you 
make your garden, and before you 
have the opportunity to work in it, do 
not cheat yourself of a brisk daily 
walk. Also, open all your bedroom 
windows at night; do not sleep with 
your nose covered. 

"To Adam and Eve was commit
ted the care of the garden, 'to dress 
it and to keep it.' Though rich in all 
the Owner of the universe could sup
ply, they were not to be idle. Useful 
occupation was appointed them as a 
blessing, to strengthen the body, to 
expand the mind, and to develop the 
character. 

"Let men and women work in 
field and orchard and garden. This 
will bring health and strength to 
nerve and muscle .... Every part of the 
human organism should be equally 
taxed. This is necessary for the har
monious development and action of 
every part. ... God made nerve and 
muscle in order that they might be 
used. It is the inaction of the human 
machinery that brings suffering and 
disease. 

"More people die for want of ex
ercise than through overfatigue; very 
many more rust out than wear out. 
Those who accustom themselves to 
proper exercise in the open air 
generally have a good and vigorous 
circulation. 

"Morning exercise, in walking in 
the free, invigorating air of Heaven, 
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or cultivating flowers, small fruits, 
and vegetables, is necessary to a 
healthful circulation of the blood. It 
is the surest safeguard against colds, 
coughs, congestions of brain and 
lungs, inflammation of the liver, the 
kidneys, and the lungs, and a hun
dred other diseases. 

"Go out and exercise every day, 
even though some things indoors 
have to be neglected."-ML 136: l-5. 

"Mothers, there is nothing that 
leads to such evils as to lift the bur
dens from your daughters, and give 
them nothing special to do, and let 
them choose their own employment, 
perhaps a little crochet or some other 
fancy work [on the computer] to 
busy themselves. Let them have ex
ercise of the limbs and muscles. If it 
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wearies them, what then? Are you 
not wearied in your work? Will 
weariness hurt your children, unless 
overworked, more than it hurts you? 
No, indeed. They can recover from 
their weariness in a good night's rest, 
and be prepared to engage in labor 
the next day."-2T 371. 

If God's people do not awake 
now, they never will, for the time is 
too short and the work is too great, 
and the best of us cannot be too skill
ful or too active to engage in the con
flict which is confronting us. 

So wake up, Brother, Sister, and 
cut loose from the world. Let it alone. 
Clean up. We are going home! 
(2Code 3&4, Mar.-Apr. 1936, pp. 13-
15; 2Code 2, Feb. 15, 1936, p. 10:7.) 

-2BC 6:23-28. 0 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

PUT YOURSELF IN MY PLACE 

''I cannot wait any longer. I must 
have my money, and if you can

not pay it I must foreclose the mort
gage and sell the place," said Mr. 
Merton. 

"In that case," said Mr. Bishop, "it 
will of course be sold at a great sac
rifice, and after the struggles I have 
made, my family will again be home
less. It is hard. I only wish you had 
to earn your money as I do mine; you 
might then know something of the 
hard life of a poor man. If you could 
only in imagination, put yourself in 

my place, I think you would have a 
little mercy on me." 

"It is useless talking; I extended 
this one year, and I can do so no 
longer," replied Mr. Merton, as he 
turned to his desk and continued 
writing. 

The poor man rose from his seat, 
and walked sadly out of Mr. Mer
ton's office. His last hope was gone. 
He had just recovered from a long ill
ness which had swallowed up the 
means with which he had intended to 
make the last payment on his house. 
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True, Mr. Merton had waited one 
year when he failed to meet the de
mand owing to illness in his family, 
and he had felt very much obliged to 
him for so doing. This year he had 
been laid up for seven months, dur
ing which time he could earn noth
ing, and all his savings were then 
needed for the support of his family. 
Again he failed, and now he would 
again be homeless, and have to be
gin the world anew. Had Heaven for
saken him, and given him over to the 
tender mercies of the wicked? 

After he had left the office, Mr. 
Merton could not drive away from 
his thoughts the remarks to which the 
poor man gave utterance, "I wish you 
had to earn your money as I do mine." 

In the midst of a row of figures, 
"Put yourself in my place" intruded. 

Once after it had crossed his mind 
he laid down his pen, saying, "Well, 
I think I should find it rather hard. I 
have a mind to drop in there this af
ternoon and see how it fares with his 
family; that man has aroused my cu
riosity." 

About five o'clock he put on a 
gray wig and some old cast-off 
clothes, and walked to the door. 
Mrs. Bishop, a pale, weary-looking 
woman, opened it. The poor old man 
requested permission to enter and 
rest a while, saying he was very tried 
with his long journey, for he had 
walked many miles that day. 

Mrs. Bishop cordially invited him 
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in, and gave him the best seat the 
room afforded; she then began to 
make preparations for tea. 

The old gentleman watched her 
attentively. He saw there was no elas
ticity in her steps, no hope in her 
movements, and pity for her began 
to steal into his heart. When her hus
band entered, her features relaxed in
to a smile, and she forced a cheerful
ness into her manner. The traveler 
noted it all, and he was forced to ad
mire this woman who could assume 
a cheerfulness she did not feel, for 
her husband's sake. After the table 
was prepared (there was nothing on 
it but bread and butter and tea), they 
invited the stranger to eat with them, 
saying, "We have not much to offer 
you, but a cup of tea will refresh you 
after your long journey." 

He accepted their hospitality, and, 
as they discussed the frugal meal, led 
them without seeming to do so, to 
talk of their affairs. 

"I bought this piece of land," said 
Mr. Bishop, "at a low price, and in
stead of waiting, as I ought to have 
done, until I saved the money to 
build, I thought I would borrow a few 
hundred dollars. The interest on the 
money would not be near so much as 
the rent I was paying, and I would 
save something by it. I did notthink 
there would be any difficulty in pay
ing back the money; but the first year 
my wife and one of the children were 
ill, and the expense left me without 
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means to pay the debt. Mr. Merton 
agreed to wait another year if I would 
pay the interest, which I did. This year 
I was for seven months unable to 
work at my trade and earn anything, 
and, of course, when pay-day comes 
around-and that will be very soon
I shall be unable to meet the demand." 

"But," said the stranger, "will not 
Mr. Merton wait another year, if you 
make all the circumstances known to 
him?" 

"No, sir," replied Mr. Bishop, "I 
saw him this morning, and he said he 
must have the money and should be 
obliged to foreclose." 

"He must be very hard-hearted," 
remarked the traveler. 

"Not necessarily so," replied Mr. 
Bishop. "The fact is, these rich men 
know nothing of the struggles of the 
poor. They are men, just like the rest 
of mankind, and I am sure if they had 
but the faintest idea of what the poor 
have to pass through, their hearts and 
purses would open. You know it has 
passed into a proverb, 'When a poor 
man needs help he should apply to 
the poor.' The reason is obvious. 
Only the poor know the curse of 
poverty. They know how heavily it 
falls, crushing the heart of man, and 
(to use my favorite expression) they 
can at once put themselves in the un
fortunate one's place and appreciate 
difficulties, and are therefore ready 
to render assistance as far as they are 
able. If Mr. Merton had the least idea 
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what I and my family had to pass 
through, I think he would be willing 
to wait several years for his money 
rather than distress us." 

With what emotion the stranger 
listened may be imagined. A new 
world was being opened to him. He 
was passing through an experience 
that had never been his before. Short
ly after the conclusion of the meal he 
arose to take his leave, thanking Mr. 
and Mrs. Bishop for their kind hos
pitality. They invited him to stay all 
night, telling him he was welcome to 
what they had. 

He thanked them, and said, "I will 
trespass on your kindness no longer. 
I think I can reach the next village be
fore dark, and be so much further on 
my journey." 

Mr. Merton did not sleep much 
that night; he awake thinking. He 
had received a new revelation. The 
poor had always been associated in 
his mind with stupidity and igno
rance, and the first poor family he 
had visited he had found far in ad
vance, in intelligent sympathy and 
real politeness, of the exquisite and 
fashionable butterflies of the day. 

The next day a boy called at the 
cottage and left a package in a large 
blue envelope addressed to Mr" Bish
op. 

Mrs. Bishop was very much 
alarmed when she took it, for large 
blue envelopes were associated in 
her mind with law and lawyers, and 
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she thought that it boded no good. 
She put it away until her husband 
came home from his work, when she 
handed it to him. 

He opened it in silence, read its 
contents, and said, fervently, "Thank 
Heaven!" 

"What is it, John?" inquired his 
anxious wife. 

"Good news, wife," replied John, 
"such news as I never hoped for or 
even dreamed of." 

"What is it? What is it? Tell me 
quickly! I want to hear, if it is any
thing good." 

"Mr. Merton has canceled the 
mortgage, released me from the debt, 
both interest and principal, and says 
any time I need further assistance, if 
I will let him know, I shall have it." 

"I am so glad! It puts new life in
to me," said the now happy wife. 
"But what can have come over Mr. 
Merton?" 

"I do not know. It seems strange 
after the way he talked to me yester
day morning. I will go right over to 
Mr. Merton's, and tell him how hap
py he has made us." 

He found Mr. Merton in, and ex
pressed his gratitude in glowing terms. 

"What could have induced you," 
he asked, "to show us so much kind
ness?" 

"I followed your suggestion," 
replied Mr. Merton, "and put myself 
in your place. I expect that it will sur
prise you very much to learn that the 
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strange traveler to whom you showed 
so much kindness yesterday was I." 

"Indeed!" exclaimed Mr. Bishop, 
"can that be true? How did you dis
guise yourself so well?" 

"I was not so much disguised, af
ter all, but you could not very readi
ly associate Mr. Merton, the lawyer, 
with a poor wayfaring man." 

"Well, it is a good joke," said Mr. 
Bishop, "good in more than one 
sense. It has terminated very pleas
antly for me." 

"I was surprised," said Mr. Mer
ton, "at the broad and liberal views 
you expressed of men and their ac
tions generally. I supposed I had 
greatly the advantage over you in 
means and education; yet how 
cramped and narrow-minded have 
been my views beside yours! That 
wife of yours is an estimable woman, 
and that boy of yours will be an hon
or to any man. I tell you, Bishop," 
said the lawyer, becoming animated, 
"you are rich--rich beyond what 
money could make; you have treas
ures that gold will not buy. I tell you, 
you owe me no thanks. Somehow I 
seem to have lived years since yes
terday morning. What I have learned 
at your house is worth more than you 
owe me, and I am your debtor yet. 
Hereafter I shall take as my motto, 
'Put yourself in his place,' and try to 
regulate my actions by it" 

-Choice Readings for the Home 
Circle, pp. 312-317. 0 



HEALTH WAVE 
Flesh Meats 

[E. G. White, Counsels on Diet and Foods, pp. 384-400] 

, ,y;lesh was never the best food; 
r but its use is now doubly objec

tionable, since disease in animals is 
so rapidly increasing. 

"Animals are becoming more and 
more diseased, and it will not be long 
until animal food will be discarded 
by many besides Seventh-day Ad
ventists. Foods that are healthful and 
life sustaining are to be prepared, so 
that men and women will not need to 
eat meat."-CD 384:2, 3. 

"Could you know just the nature 
of the meat you eat, could you see the 
animals when living from which the 
flesh is taken when dead, you would 
turn with loathing from your flesh 
meats. The very animals whose flesh 
you eat, are frequently so diseased 
that, if left alone, they would die of 
themselves; but while the breath of 
life is in them, they are killed and 
brought to market. You take directly 
into your system humors and poison 
of the worst kind, and yet you realize 
it not."-CD 385:1. 

"Very many animals are sold for 
the city market known to be diseased 
by those who have sold them, and 
those who buy them are not always 
ignorant of the matter. Especially in 
larger cities this is practiced to a great 
extent, and meat eaters know not that 
they are eating diseased animals. 

"Some animals that are brought to 

the slaughter seem to realize by in
stinct what is to take place, and they 
become furious, and literally mad. 
They are killed while in that state, 
and their flesh is prepared for mar
ket. Their meat is poison, and has 
produced, in those who have eaten it, 
cramps, convulsions, apoplexy, and 
sudden death. Yet the cause of all this 
suffering is not attributed to the meat. 

"Some animals are inhumanly 
treated while being brought to the 
slaughter. They are literally tortured, 
and after they have endured many 
hours of extreme suffering, are 
butchered. Swine have been prepared 
for market even while the plague was 
upon them, and their poisonous flesh 
has spread contagious diseases, and 
great mortality has followed."-CD 
386:1-3. 

"Those who use flesh meats 
freely, do not always have an un
clouded brain and an active intellect, 
because the use of the flesh of ani
mals tends to cause a grossness of 
body, and to benumb the fine;r sensi
bilities of the mind. 

"It is impossible for those who 
make free use of flesh meats to have 
an unclouded brain and an active in
tellect. 

"A meat diet changes the disposi
tion and strengthens animalism. We 
are composed of what we eat, and 

(39) 
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eating much flesh will diminish in
tellectual activity. Students would ac
complish much more in their studies 
if they never tasted meat. When the 
animal part of the human agent is 
strengthened by meat eating, the in
tellectual powers diminish propor
tionately. A religious life can be more 
successfully gained and maintained 
if meat is discarded, for this diet stim
ulates into intense activity lustful 
propensities, and enfeebles the moral 
and spiritual nature. 'The flesh war
reth against the spirit, and the spirit 
against the flesh.' "-CD 389:1,3, 5. 

"I was instructed that the use of 
flesh meat has a tendency to animal
ize the nature, and to rob men and 
women of the love and sympathy 
which they should feel for every one. 
We are built up from that which we 
eat, and those whose diet is largely 
composed of animal food are brought 
into a condition where they allow the 
lower passions to assume control of 
the high powers of the being .... 

"We do not mark out any precise 
line to be followed in diet. There are 
many kinds of wholesome food. But 
we do say that flesh meat is not the 
right food for God's people. It ani
malizes human beings. In a country 
such as this, where there are fruits, 
grains, and nuts in abundance, how 
can one think that he must eat the 
flesh of dead animals? ... 
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of our people before this conference 
is over. We want them to understand 
that the flesh of animals is not the 
proper food for them to eat. Such a 
diet cultivates the animal passions in 
them and their children. God wants 
us to educate our children in right 
habits of eating, dressing, and work
ing. He wants us to do what we can 
to repair the broken-down machin
ery."-CD390:1, 2, 5. 

"Pork, although one of the most 
common articles of diet, is one of the 
most injurious. God did not prohibit 
the Hebrews from eating swine's 
flesh merely to show His authority, 
but because it was not a proper arti
cle of food for man. It would fill the 
system with scrofula, and especially 
in that warm climate produced lep
rosy, and disease of various kinds. Its 
influence upon the system in that cli
mate was far more injurious than in 
a colder climate. But God never de
signed the swine to be eaten under 
any circumstances. The heathen used 
pork as an article of food, and Amer
ican people have used pork freely as 
an important article of diet. Swine's 
flesh would not be palatable to the 
taste in its natural state. It is made 
agreeable to the appetite by high sea
soning, which makes a very bad 
thing worse. Swine's flesh above all 
other flesh meats, produces a bad 
state of the blood. Those who eat 

"We want the pervading truth of j freely of pork can but be diseased. 
God's word to get hold of every one Those who have much outdoor exer-
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cise do not realize the bad effects of I contaminated by the filth on which 
pork eating, as those do whose life is 
mostly indoors, and whose habits are 
sedentary, and whose labor is men
tal. 

they feed as to be a cause of disease. 
This is especially the case where the 
fish come in contact with the sewage 
of large cities. The fish that are fed 

"But it is not the physical health on the contents of the drains may 
alone which is injured by pork eat- pass into distant waters, and may be 
ing. The mind is affected, and the fin- caught where the water is pure and 
er sensibilities are blunted by the use fresh. Thus when used as food they 
of this gross article of food. It is im- bring disease and death on those who 
possible for the flesh of any living do not suspect the danger."-CD 
creatures to be healthy when filth is 394:1. 
their natural element, and when they "Those who eat flesh are but eat
will feed upon every detestable thing. ing grains and vegetables at second 
The flesh of swine is composed of hand; for the animal receives from 
what they eat. If human beings eat these things the nutrition that pro
their flesh, their blood and their flesh duces growth. The life that was in the 
will be corrupted by impurities con- grains and vegetables passes into the 
veyed to them through the swine. eater. We receive it by eating the flesh 

"The eating of pork has produced of the animal. How much better to 
scrofula, leprosy, and cancerous hu- get it direct by eating the food that 
mors. Pork eating is still causing the God provided for our use!"-CD 
most intense suffering to the human 396:3. 
race."-CD 392, 393. "I was somewhat surprised at 

"As a family, you are far from be- your argument as to why a meat-eat
ing free from disease. You have used ing diet kept you in strength, for, if 
the fat of animals which God in His you put yourself out of the question, 
word expressly forbids: 'It shall be a your reason will teach you that a 
perpetual statute for your generations meat diet is not of as much advantage 
throughout all your dwellings, that ye as you suppose. You know how you 
eat neither fat nor blood.' 'Moreover, would answer a tobacco devotee if he 
ye shall eat no manner of blood, urged, as a plea for the use of to hac
whether it be of fowl or of beast, in co, the arguments you have advanced 
any of your dwellings. Whatsoever as a reason why you should continue 
soul it be that eateth any manner of the use of the flesh of dead animals 
blood, even that soul shall be cut off as food. 
from his people.' "-CD 393:3. I "The weakness you experience 

"In many places fish become so without the use of meat is one of the 
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strongest arguments I could present will cease to wish for that which he 
to you as a reason why you should has pleaded for as essential to his 
discontinue its use. Those who eat strength." -CD 397:2, 3. 
meat feel stimulated after eating this "If our appetites clamor for the 
food, and they suppose they are made flesh of dead animals, it is a necessi
stronger. After one discontinues the ty to fast and pray for the Lord to give 
use of meat, he may for a time feel a His grace to deny fleshly lusts which 
weakness, but when his system is war against the soul."-CD 400:3. 
cleansed from the effect ofthis diet, "You ARE WHAT YOU EAT." 

he no longer feels the weakness, and 

The Tater People 

Some people never seem motivated to participate, but are 
just content to watch while others do the work. They are call 
"Spec Taters." 

Some people never do anything to help, but are gifted at 
finding fault with the way others do the work. They are called 
"Comment Taters." 

Some people are very bossy and like to tell others what to 
do, but don't want to soil their own hands. They are called 
"Dick Taters." 

Some people are always looking to cause problems by 
asking others to agree with them. It is hot or too cold, too sour 
or too sweet They are called "Agie Taters." 

There are those who say they will help, but somehow just 
never get around to actually doing the promised help. They are 
called "Hezzie Taters." 

Some people can put up a front and pretend to be someone 
they are not. They are called "Emma Taters." 

Then there are those who love others and do what they say 
they will. They are always prepared to stop whatever they are 
doing and lend a helping hand. They bring real sunshine into 
the lives of others. 

-Unknown 
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RECIPE PAGE 

Since it won't be long before Thanksgiving will be here, and since it is an 

American tradition to serve pumpkin pie for Thanksgiving dinner, we want 

to include two very delicious recipes. The one without eggs and milk is very 

delicious. 

Pumpkin Pie (Without eggs and milk) 

Mix the following together with an electric mixer till smooth: 
3% cups pumpkin, mashed 'h cup honey 
2 cups (or a little less) thick 'h cup date or raw sugar 

soy or nut milk 1 Tbsp. vanilla 
lA cup arrowroot powder or 1 Tbsp. cinnamon 

cornstarch 1 'h Thsp. molasses 
lA cup cashew or almond butter 'h tsp. salt 

Pour into 10" deep pie shell, and bake at 425° for 15 minutes. Then at 
250° for 1% hours. Will be nice and finn when cooled. 

Pumpkin Pie (With eggs and milk) 

2 cups pumpkin 
% cup light honey 
Y2 tsp. salt 
1 Thsp. cinnamon 

Y2 tsp. doves 
2 eggs slightly beaten 
1- 13 oz. can evaporated milk 
1- 9 inch pastry shell 

Thoroughly combine pumpkin, honey, salt and spices. Blend in eggs 
and evaporated milk Pour into unbaked pastry shell. Bake in 425° F 
oven for 15 minutes, reduce heat to 350° F and continue baking 35-
45 minutes or until a knife inserted into center comes out clean. 
Another delicious recipe is Tofu Pumpkin Pie. This recipe is found 
in Bashan Tidings, VoL 19, No.4, page 36. Enjoy! 



Tmiy Inspiring and Awesome 

I am almost done reading the 
Shepherd's Rod publications. This 
first reading is just for an overview. 
I will go over them many more times 
as I study and commit the message 
to memory. It is truly inspiring and 
awesome! All the material I request
ed has been received. If there is oth
er literature that I have not asked for, 
please do not hesitate to send them, 
as I want to acquire knowledge on 
everything that Bashan has to offer 
on this inspired message. My prayer 
is that someday the Lord will be able 
to use me as a vessel of light for oth
er souls. (Illinois) 

Truth Must Be Proved 

I received a copy of your letter to 
Nathaniels and Nicodemuses. 

Light, as it comes from God and 
grounded in His Word, must always 
be searched, proved, and accepted. 
When found, it must be seen as a 
blessing from above and not rejected. 

LETTERS 

So here is my "written request" 
for the Shepherd's Rod message. Ad
ditionally, I would like to know if 
you have an e-mail or web site with 
this message. 

May God bless you and the work 
you are doing; may all be to His glo
ry and soon coming. (Florida) 

Thank You for a Wonderful Visit 

We made it home just fine. 
I want to thank you all for a won

derful visit You made me feel very 
welcome, and I'm grateful. 

Thanks again soooo much. (West 
Virginia) 

Studying More Earnestly 

We are studying the Rod message 
more earnestly now as we are daily 
drawing closer to the soon comiug 
events. 

We try without fail to uplift all 
who are coming into the message, 
and everyone at Bashan. Those of us 
who have never been to Bashan look 

(44) 
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forward to that day. We saw the pho
tos of the buildings and the horses, 
etc. in recent Newsletters and appre
ciate them. (Nevada) 

Wishes to Get No More of It 

I recently received from your ad
dress some of the most depressing 
literature I've ever read and I wish to 
get no more of it. It has picked Mrs. 
White's writings apart and criticizes 
everyone else. 

Let me recommend to you anoth
er book of Mrs. Whites writings. It is 
To Be Like Jesus-daily readings 
that inspire me to better things. It 
teaches me how I need to make 
changes and how to make them. 
That's the one I need to see make the 
most changes-me! Then I can teach 
others. (Florida) 

A Testimony to His Fatherly Care 

I want to uplift you with this story. 
Upon arriving here in N.S. I realized 
I didn't have my pair of sneakers 
needed for work and daily use. No 
one knew but God. About two weeks 
after we arrived, a lady !casually 
know sent me a brand new pair of 
sneakers, through my neighbor. She 
found them at the used clothing store 
where she works and she said she 
thought she would send them to me 
to see if they fit! 1 Well, lo and behold, 
they were my exact size and fit like 

a glove!! This was surely providen
tial to receive such a high quality, 
perfect fitting pair of shoes here in 
the wilderness area where we live! 
We serve a great and mighty God 
ready to fulfill. all our needs-and 
this one even before I asked!! Oh 
praise the Lord for His everlasting 
care and kindness. May we learn to 
lean on Him more!! (Canada) 

Eider L's False Doctrine 

During our revival week at 
church, we had a special speaker for 
the week whose name was Elder L. 
During his messages to us, he made 
comments on vegetarianism and the 
wearing of make up. 

Elder L confused the brethren of 
[the] church. Just a few weeks before 
the revival week, the Health Direc
tor from the British Union Confer
ence visited our church and was pro
moting vegetarianism. However, two 
weeks later, Elder L was telling our 
church that you don't have to be veg
etarian/vegan to get to Heaven. He 
was also mocking the vegetarians in 
the church by saying, "who remem
bers when Jesus fed the 5,000 with 
'vegetarian' fish?" 

When BrotherS. asked him about 
the health message, he said that it 
was not a doctrine; it was given to her 
(Ellen White) because of her hus
band's poor state of health. He also 
left the church puzzled by saying that 
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you can wear make-up. He said it is 
a sin for your face to be dry, but he's 
not telling them to wear make-up. 
Adding to this, he said we shouldn't 
refer to Ellen G. White's writings, es
pecially her statements on health re
form. There are lots of errors in her 
writings, he said, and because of 
these errors we are confused. He end
ed up by saying that the Shepherd's 
Rods are the lowest of the low, even 
lower than the other churches (Sun
day keepers). He left them all in a 
state of confusion. May the Lord help 
us to hear His voice and not the voice 
of these hirelings. (Nathan Titus, age 
13, England) 

"Kindly Retain My Name" 

Forgive the delay in responding; 
I was out of town for six days. I did 
not realize you needed to hear from 
me to keep the message coming. So, 
indeed, yes-kindly retain my name 
on the list. 

We realize more and more that 
this world is not our home. We find 
our peace and solace only in and with 
the Lord. I am fortunate to have a 
small garden-some vegetables but 
mostly flowers. It is there that the 
Lord's presence is most near. It re
minds me of the "tares" when pulling 
weeds. Doing transplanting of a tiny 
seedling that has fallen upon rough 
ground is also a reminder of how our 
Master rescues us and strengthens us 
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to grow. 
We are truly blessed, especially 

knowing the Sabbath truth and di
etary laws. 

Even though difficulties and pain 
confront us, we can and do perse
vere. Surely it won't be long as 
"things" seem to be spinning more 
out of the world's control. But, hal
lelujah-we look up, for our redemp
tion draweth nigh. Maranatha, Lord 
Jesus, Thy almighty Kingdom come. 
(Pennsylvania) 

"Everyone in Our Home 
Has Left the SDA Cult" 

I have enclosed the cover of the 
most recent "tract" you sent to my 
address. Do not, under ANY circum
stances, send any more of this satan
ic heresy to me, or to anyone else at 
this address. I repeat, do not send any 
more of this material, and remove us 
from any and all mailing lists. Do not 
continue to send us ANY material 
whatsoever that contains any refer
ence to Ellen White, either directly 
or implied. 

Please, I beg you, study the Scrip
tures and see what the Apostle Paul 
has to say about those who preach 
"another gospeL" It leaves no room 
for guesswork. 

By the grace of God, everyone in 
our home has left the SDA cult and 
become followers of Jesus. We no 
longer follow a false prophet who 
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has led many into demonic doctrines 
that deny the completed work of 
Jesus on the cross and blaspheme the 
role of the Holy Spirit. I pray that you 
will be led into the truth as well. 
(Minnesota) 

Looking Forward to Signing 
Application for Certification 

I am looking forward to reading 
the last few Rod tracts. I believe, 
with the grace of God as my help, I 
will be signing my Application for 
Certification of Fellowship soon. I 
will pray much first as I do not want 
to run ahead of my Lord, as I have 
been accustomed to doing. 

[We] are enjoying our group of 
two here. I praise the Lord for send
ing me such a well-equipped helper. 
I look forward to the day we meet, 
though our hearts are connected 
through the Rod of God. What a 
blessed hope is this! I was hoping in 
the future to be worthy of enrolling 
in your Ministerial Recruiting Com
mission when it is available. I don't 
know much about it other than what 
the White House Recruiter says. 
(Washington) 

Rod Makes the Scriptures 
Plain and Clear 

I can not believe all that I have 
learned from the Rod, and how plain 
and clear the Scripture becomes day 
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by day. 
I'm very grateful to God for this, 

and also to all of you at Bashan for 
the work you all are doing there. My 
prayers are always with you. (West 
Virginia) 

"Utmost Confidence" in 
Laodicean Angel 

Please remove our name from 
your mailing list. We have the utmost 
confidence in the spirit-led leader
ship of the Seventh-day Adventist 
church. (Colorado) 

"Would Like More Information" 

I am writing about the tract I re
ceived from you in the mail. I would 
like to know what you believe about 
the "144,000." What do you think 
about Revelation 7? Do you think 
there are two groups or what? 

I really don't know a lot about the 
Shepherd's Rod message. I would like 
more information on what you be
lieve. I heard some things and talked 
to some people, but they really don't 
know much. (North Carolina) 

Our Reply to a New Member 
for the Benefit of AU 

My husband wants his tithe to go 
to the local church at this time. My 
half will be coming to Bashan. He 
had ask me if I knew where the funds 
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are being used-a breakdown in J2er
centages as the local church shows 
(i.e. GC 20%, Education 9%, etc.). 
Could you please send us this infor
mation? I understand there is a fund 
for widows and the elderly there
Wonderful! Also, I'm not sure just 
how much second tithe is supposed 
to be. 

Reply: We are not structured like 
the Church. In the first place, they 
believe that their commission is to 
build educational, medical, printing, 
and other institutions that require that 
they employ high-salaried workers, 
both Adventists and non-Adventists. 
This has forced the General Confer
ence to structure itself as a worldly 
corporation with all its financial 
mishaps that call for audits and fi
nancial disclosure. 

We are structured on the same 
Biblical principles as was ancient Is
rael. The tribe of Levi was dedicated 
to the service of the Lord. They were 
given no inheritance as the other 
eleven tribes but were to live from 
the tithes-this was their inheritance. 
The small staff of thirteen here is 
made up of volunteer workers. Ail 
have left their jobs, careers, posses
sions, and have dedicated themselves 
to this work. In turn, the Association 
provides room and board, and a 
small monthly stipend. No one here 
is a salaried worker. Everything else 
is put into the work of getting the 
present truth message to ourChurch, 
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and instructing and helping Davidi
ans to put on the wedding garment. 
This includes the printing and mail
ing of the literature, maintaining and 
operating a print shop, office, cafe
teria, chapel (for seminars, etc.), gar
den (to defray food cost), the field 
work, and the equipment to maintain 
the grounds. Just as your husband has 
confidence that the Church is allocat
ing the monies as they claim, just so, 
our members have confidence that 
God is leading and directing here, 
and that their duty is to obey Malachi 
3:10 and leave the consequences, if 
any, in God's hands, Please read The 
Answerer, Book 4, page 43. Al
though we do not send out financial 
statements, yet everyone is welcome 
to come and see how the work is 
structured here. 

The worthy poor and the unfortu
nate of the household of faith are 
helped through the second tithe. The 
workers here have a separate local 
fund to help those who are not mem
bers of the Association. (See The An
swerer, Book 4, pages 54, 55.) We 
put into this fund whatever we can 
afford from our small stipend. We 
never lack any good gifts for God has 
blessed us an abundantly. 

The tithe is paid from your net in
come. The second tithe is deducted 
from what is left after you deduct the 
first tithe. Hopefully, this is clear. 
Please let me know if it is not. 0 



BASHAN TIDINGS 49 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 3 

TAPE LIST NO. 70 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes -$4.00; 60 minutes
$3.00; 45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. All monies must be 
in U.S. currency. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

133 Hath He said and Shall He Not Do It? Or Hath He Spoken 
and Shall He Not Make It Good? (Num. 23:19) ........ 90 

136 The Temples Type .................................. 90 
142 Fruit Salad (Time, Work, and Living the Truth) .......... 90 
144 A Comparative Study ofthe First and Second Fruits ....... 45 
672 The Triumph of the Horses Who Went To and Fro 

Through the Earth ................................ 60 
673 The Jacob Typology ................................ 90 
674 God's Longsuffering Love Shown to Israel-

Their Rejection, Repentance and Reacceptance ........ 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

116 Worm Jacob, Worm David, and Jacob's Ladder .......... 60 
120 If This is the Truth? ................................ 60 
121 "Now Is My Kingdom Not from Hence" (John 18:36) .... 45 
122 There Is a Sin Unto Death ........................... 60 
123 A New Heart-At Conversion or When? ............... 90 
124 How Can We Confidently Tell Whether We are Headed 

for the Kingdom or for the Bowels of the Earth? ....... 90 
128 The Living Spots in Your Experience (2 Tim. 3: 1-3) ...... 90 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of the M. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is well worth listening to and digesting. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

AH 

2BC6 

2Code 

CD 

CH 

GC 

LS 

MH 

ML 

MM 

12MR 

RH 

2, 5, 7, 8 T 

lTG 

2TG 

The Adventist Home 

Bashan Communicator, Volume 2, Number 6 

The Symbolic Code, Volume 2 

Counsels on Diet and Food 

Counsels on Health 

The Great Controversy 

Life Sketches of Ellen G White 

The Ministry of Healing 

My Life Today 

Medical Ministry 

Manuscript Releases, Volume 12 

Review and Herald 

Testimonies, Volumes 2, 5, 7, 8 

Timely Greetings, Volume 1 

Timely Greetings, Volume 2 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"Men and women are not to be spiritually dwarfed by a connection with 
the church, but strengthened, elevated, ennobled, prepared for the most 
sacred work ever committed to mortals. It is the Lord's purpose to have a 
well-trained army, ready to be called into action at a moment's notice. This 
army will be made up of well-disciplined men and women who have placed 
themselves under influences that have prepared them for service. 

"God's workers are to watch for souls as they that must give an ac
count, and they need the abiding presence of Christ in their hearts, in order 
that they may win sinners to him. They must themselves have surrendered 
all to God, that they may tell those for whom they labor the need and mean
ing of unreserved surrender. They must remember that they are laborers 
together with God, and must guard against dilatory, uncertain movements. 
Satan watches untiringly for opportunities to gain control of those whom 
they are seeking to win to Christ. Only through ceaseless vigilance can 
the workers for Jesus beat back the enemy. Only in the strength of the 
Redeemer can they lead the tempted one to the cross. It is not learning nor 
eloquence that will accomplish this, but the presentation of the truth of 
God, spoken in simplicity and with the power of the Spirit. 

''There is only one power that can tum the sinner from sin to holiness
the power of Christ. Our Redeemer is the only one who can take away sin. 
He alone can forgive sin. He alone can make men and women steadfast, 
and keep them so. 

"The truth is not merely to be spoken by those who work for Christ; it 
is to be lived. People are watching and weighing those who claim to believe· 
the special truths for this time. They are watching to see wherein their life 
represents Christ. By humbly and earnestly engaging in the work of doing 
good to all, God's people will exert an influence that will tell on all with 
whom they are brought in contact. If those who know the truth will take 
hold of this work as opportunities are presented, day by day doing deeds 
of love and kindness in the neighborhood where they live, Christ will be 
revealed in their lives.-RH, June 2, 1903."-To Be Like Jesus, p. 276. 
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