
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

A PRAYER FOR PEACE 

0 God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope in years to be, 

Look down upon this troubled 
see our need 

in this age 
violence all around, 

e need Thy hand to lead 
To higher, safer ground. 

Without Thy help and counsel 
We are helpless to restore 

Safety and security 
In our hearts and homes once more. 

Vol. 21, No. 4 

And give us strength and courage 
To be honorable and true 

And to place our trust implicitly 
In unseen things and You. 

And keep u.s kind and humble 
And fill our hearts with love, 

in this selfish, greedy 
Man has so little of. 

October-December 2005 
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OPENING NOTES 

PRESENT TRUTH 

Jemmy E. Bingham 

A fter the Lord laid His servant I some in the old ship were too young 
to rest on February 5, 1955, and too "little," they were contented 

present-truth believers experienced to remain in the ship in confidence 
the fulfillment of Zechariah 13:7: that the appointed pilot with Opera
"Awake, 0 sword, against my shep- tion Present Truth would take them 
herd, and against the man that is my safely to their destination. Clearly, 
fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite they saw the immediately-needed 
the shepherd, and the sheep shall be directive was Operation Constitu
scattered: and I will tum mine hand tional Association, termed "Present 
upon the little ones." There occurred Truth." 
such a scattering that only an eyewit- What is present truth? The very 
ness could believe what happened to words "present truth" indicate truth 
the scattered and tom flock. specially adapted to the necessities 

Sister Houteff and her Council of God's people at the present time 
immediately mounted the captain's (GC 609: 1). Says the servant of the 
seat, promising to take the ship safe- Lord: 
ly to harbor. But she was not willing "There are many precious truths 
to follow the instructions that would contained in the Word of God, but it 
ensure a safe and happy berthing of is 'present truth' that the flock needs 
the ship. Neither having nor heeding now. I have seen the danger of the 
instructions about taking care of it, messengers running off from the im
when the storms fiercely assailed the portant points of present truth, to 
ship, it floundered, being badly beat- dwell upon subjects that are not cal
en by the fierce waves of apostasy, culated to unite the flock and sancti
rebellion, and false doctrines, until fy the soul. Satan will here take every 
almost all of the passengers looked possible advantage to injure the 
for a jumping-off place, and many of cause." -EW 63: 1. 
them lost their way. What a sharp, cunning enemy is 

"And I will turn mine hand upon Satan, who has always worked with 
the little ones." By God's appoint- all his hellish might to b~ock the 
ment, a new pilot was put at the helm, torch of present truth from reaching 
and with the sure Chart and Compass God's people. Going back to the 
of Inspiration, he took over the ship Laodiceans, he worked to cause them 
with the promise that by divine help to think that they have all the truth 
it would go safely to port. Because they need, so they, too, like their 

(3) 
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predecessors have stopped at the soul." 
tomb of Sister White. Then he devot- Month after month, God is work- 1 

ed time and effort to Davidians, the ing to help Bashan Davidians to see 
big ones, those full of pride and self- their need of studying and assimilat
sufficiency, who thought they had all 1 ing Bible truths for our time. A boun
the truth they need to take them to the tiful supply of instruction in right
Kingdom. They stubbornly held on eousness is offered to them, besides 
to their ideas and stopped at the tomb what they receive when they meet 
of the dead prophet (2TG 26:20:0; together for their Sabbath study. But 
23:1). But notwithstanding every ef- the sad picture is that many seem to 
fort made on their behalf, they self- be benefiting but little from the op
complacently held on to their posi- portunity given them. They enjoy the 
tion. Consequently, there are numer- smooth sailing on the ship and be
ous split-offs who stubbornly claim lieve that once they are on the ship, 
they are teaching the Rod, though it matters not how they behave them
they have no divine directive to do selves. 
so. All Bashan Davidians should 

Now the enemy has turned his at- know how to defend their faith. Rod 
tention to Bashan Davidians in a dif- references on God's feeding pas
ferent way. While some of them pro- tures, the Jacob Typology, the living 
fessedly believe that Bashan is the Spirit of Prophecy and Inspiration, 
pasture to feed them present truth, and Constitutional Association 
the enemy is using a differenttactic ; should be at their fingertips. If 
to cause many of them to be caught Bashan Davidians are saturated with 
up with the cares of this life, so they these truths, they will never allow 
are not spending enough time in giv- any Bashan opposers and upstarts to 
ing prayerful attention to their spiri- come to their meetings, nor will they 
tual needs. They are too busy to ever ask them to tell the whole group 
really study and assimilate what God their "mission," thus giving them an 
is sending them and to make the nee- opportunity to present heresy to the 
essary changes in their lives. With a entire group. The enemy knows 
few others he is inspiring with his which group of Davidians is sus
hellish torch to work outside the ceptible to such deceivers. What is 
parameters of the Golden Bowland alarming is that two of the oldest ; 
what is served from God's true and Davidians in one group, who are 
authorized pasture. Thus they "dwell known to be victims of the last per
upon subjects that are not calculated son spoken to, fell prey to a deceiver 
to unite the flock and sanctify the and gave him lodging when the Bible 
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says, "if there come any unto you, I know nothing of Davidian history, or 
and bring not this doctrine, receive how the Association functions, have 
him not into your house, neither bid organized themselves in little uncon-~· 
him God speed. For he that biddeth stitutional associations. Today, in 
him God speed is partaker of his evil 2005, instead of having just the for- ' 
deeds" (l John 1:10, 1 How true mer Sister Houteff and her Council 
are the words that what "we do not to contend with, there are numerous 
overcome will overcome us and unauthorized associations with their 

out our destruction" little "councils" all working against 
Now, once again, the Lord is giv- each other but united in one thing

ing opportunity to all to digest one of to oppose Bashan and to steal the 1 

the most important present-truth sheep from God's sheepfold. They I 
studies on Davidian Constitution, constitute a nuisance factor, but one 
written in 1959. Although this was I which the Lord is well able to deal 
written at the time the former Sister I with. It is my prayer that di-
Houteff and her Council unconstitu- gest the following important article 
tionally took over the reins of the and claim the promise: "By knowl- 'I 

Davidian Government after Brother edge shall thy chambers be filled" 
Houteff's death, today history is re- (Prov. 24:4). 
peating itself. Many upstarts who 

DAVIDIAN COUNCIL OR 
DAVIDIAN CONSTITUTION-WHICH? 

Pa:rt I 
[M_J.B., Timely~Truth Educator, Vol. 3, No.1, January 1959] 

E xperience knows no area of hu- I bitter irony of all-that though the 
man interest and activity which world is bad and the Church is worse, 

does not support its ironies-its self- Present -truth disciples are the worst 
begotten, self-nurtured, self-perpetu- of for supporting such ironies, 
a ted, self-stultifying, self-defeating such self-defeating conditions, among 
inconsistencies, contradictions, and them. 
incredibilities. One would think, at Since unity is the ultimate prereq
least hope, that a welcome and grati- uisite for Pentecost just as it 
fying exception would surely be was for Pentecost yesterday, there is 
found in Christian circles, especially nothing strange, therefore, in the fact 
among Present-truth believers. But that Davidians, along with other 
the ironical fact is-and it is the most Christians, talk much of the urgent, 
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vital need for unity among them- form of error."-Series B 2, p. 47. 
selves. But what is strange, ironical- The Constitutional principles, as 
ly strange, is the opposite fact that codified in The Leviticus of the Da
right along with all other Christian vidian Seventh-day Adventists, which 
bodies, Davidians are, pathetically, God has given Davidians and from 
pursuing a course inimical and de- I which the Davidian leadership has 
feating to their own ends. departed, constitute Heaven's Order 

Unity of body can come only from I for Davidians. Faithful allegiance of 
unity of principle and policy. Where the Davidian body to this Order is 
inviolate constitutional principles ob- prerequisite not only to Davidian .

1 tain for the body, and one part of the unity but also to God's sealing ap
body disregards them while the other proval and acceptance of Davidian · 
part of the body seeks to regard them, work. 
then there is and can be no unity of Prayerfully ponder the following 
the body, but only deep, divisive passages: 
cleavage. And since in Unity, there is "Order 
strength, whereas in division there is " 'God is a God of order. Every-
weakness, then in a divided body, thing connected with Heaven is in 
there can only be weakness, not perfect order; subjection and thor
strength. ough discipline mark the movements 

God gave Davidians a set of con-· of the angelic host Success can only 
stitutional principles to unite and attend order and harmonious action. 
guide the body. Part of the body dis- God requires order and system in His 
regards them, while part seeks to re- work now no less than in the days of 
gard them. What is worse, the part Israel.. .. He would have His work 

II which disregards them is the part of done with faith and exactness, that 
the leadership. The inevitable result He may place the seal of His approval 
is schism and weakness. The Lord upon it.' -PP 376:1. 
declares: " ' "God is not the author of con-

"As we approach the last crisis, it 
is of vital moment that hannony and 
unity exist among the Lord's instru
mentalities."-7T 182:2. 

"Unify, unify, but we are not to 
unify with those who are departing 
from the faith."-E. G. White, To the 
Watchman, April 2, 1906. 

"We are to unify but not on a plat-

fusion, but of peace, as in all church
es of the saints" (1 Cor. 14:33). He 
requires that order and system be ob
served in the conduct of church af
fairs today, no less than in the days 
of old. He desires His work to be car
ried forward with thoroughness and 
exactness, so that He may place up
on it the seal of His approval. Chris-
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tian is to be united with Christian, tainly perish by the angels' slaughter 
church with church, the human in- weapons (Ezekiel 9:5, 6)."-lTG 
strumentality co-operating with the 31:9:0. 
divine, every agency subordinate to Containing as it does the Consti
the Holy Spirit, and all combined in tution and By-Laws of the Davidian 

' giving to the world the good tidings Association, The Leviticus of David
of the grace of God'(AA 96: "- ian Seventh-day Adventists lays 
The Leviticus, p. 21:1, 2. . down the principles and laws govern-

With Davidian leadership in grave I ing the Association in all matters of 
apostasy from Davidic-Levitical "or- purpose, function, and relationships, 
der and system," the Davidian body, methods and procedure-in short, in 1 

therefore, not only crumot unity all its affairs. As such, it automatical
and it cannot enjoy success, lly becomes for Davidians the most 
for the Divine seal of approval and basically and corporately important 

I 

acceptance is in forfeit. of all publications of the Shepherd's 
As sure as "there is victo- Rod message, Yet, ironically, it re-

ry where there is unity," just so sure- mains one of the least understood and 
ly does "discord destroy." Indeed, least appreciated, because, strangely 
"united we stand; divided we fall." enough, one of the least possessed, 

Thus in their unperceived apos- least read, least studied, and least j' 

tasy from Davidic-Levitical Order, assimilated of the message's entire 
Davidian leadership, while series. For the benefit of those who 

to unite, strengthen, and save do not possess The Leviticus and who 
themselves and others, therefore may not be either well or at 
in most tragic fact, unwittingly work- all conversant with or even aware of I 

to and its contents, we herewith quote those 
themselves and those who follow portions germane to the concern 
them. Consequently, The Timely- herein: 
Truth Educator is urgently con- Constitution 
strained to lift up the fallen truth of "Artide HI-Membership 
Davidic-Levitical Order and to point "Section L The membership of 

I
. out plainly the of Davidian this Association shall be composed 

from it, in time to avert the only of persons who subscribe to the 
1 fall and destruction sure to result whole credenda of faith] and . 
I from continuing on in it in their lives the whole agen-1 

~ ",. of the first fmits of da [matters of practice] of the afore-
vho fail to with the .demands said Association. I 
if the message for today, wdl as cer- , 

. ____ _j 
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"Artide IV-Officers and "By-Laws 
Their Duties "A:rtide 1-Executive Council 

"Section 2. The president shall, as "Section L The Executive 
typed in Exodus, chapter and in Council shall be patterned after the 
Numbers, chapter sixteen, verses council described in chapter 
twelve and twenty-five to thirty-two, 1 six, verses two to six. 
act as chairman of the Executive It shall have full executive 
Council, as chief administrator of the and administrative power between 
affairs of the Association, and as a sessions of the Association."-The 
worker and minister in the general in- Leviticus, pp. 3, 5-9. 
terest of the Association. the administration, how-

l ever, of V. T. Houteff-an adminis-
. "A:rtide V-Sessions tration prophet·· centered- geared-

"Section 1. This Association shall and in full accord, we be-
hold sessions at such time with Bible pattern and prece-
and place as the Executive Council dent (Ex. 3: 15, 4:17; 7:1, 2; 
shall designate by a notice published etc,; Ezek. 3:1, 17, 26, 27) and with 
in The the official or-

1 
Article Section 1 of the Con-

gan of the organization, in two con- ' stitution p, 6: aforequoted-
secutive issues before the date of the the entire Leviticus in general, and 
vv""''""'ofthe session. Article V-Sessions, also By-Laws, 

"Section 2, Special sessions Article I, Section 1 in especial, 
may be called in the same manner in also aforequoted, were not in abso
which a session is called, lute but only in relative force, Thus, 

"(b) The decisions at special ses- in the very nature of a prophet-orient
sions shall have the same force as ed organization, these articles could 
those at sessions. not possibly with Divine legality 

have come into absolute valid-
"Arti.de Vl-By"Laws and force during the 

"Section L By-laws may embrace tenure of office of the prophet-presi
any not inconsistent with dent himself Could they have done 
the Constitution. so, they would thereby have set up an 

"Section 2. The at utterly and self-vitiat-
1 any session thereof, may enact, ing contradiction in terms--delegat
I amend, or repeal by-laws such ing to the Association power which 

representation and vote as is exam- would have created the ~~·r~"'A" 
in The Acts the Apostles, on the one hand, investing the Asso-

pages 195, 196. ciation with the same plenary execu-
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tive and administrative authority as, des of the Constitution. 
on the other hand, the Association it- Since under the administration of 
self recognized Biblically to accrue V. T. Houteff, there was, according-· 
to and to reside in the office of ly, never convoked a session of the 
the prophet-president! Had such been General Association, either regular or 
the case, the Association would have special, the Executive Council never 
had prerogative to dictate to and di- had "full executive and administra
rect the prophet-president while at tive power between sessions of the 
the same time he would have had pre- Association" (The p. 9:2). 
rogative to dictate to and direct it! · There were no "between sessions." 11 

Upon the demise, of the V. T. Houteff and V. T. Houteff alone 
prophet-president, the Articles above had "full executive and administra
specified must necessarily come into tive power" at all times. During his 

and absolute validi- tenure of the Council had 
ty, activation, and force as the steer- therefore but very limited authority 

articles of the Constitution, al- and power, limited to "the transaction 
the "Constitution and By- of necessary or routine business" at 

Laws as ... codified" in The Leviticus Mt. Carmel, and affecting _,·--··y 
will not, of course, "become fully op- and Mt. Cannel. The 
erative," as a until the As so- Council did not function for the As
dation's "purpose and ... work ... be-- sociation as either a policy-making 
come all-em.bracing to the gospel board or a board of arbitration in mat-

1 17:11; Acts 3:21; Isa. 61:4- tersofprinciple,doctrine,andadmin-
1 7)."-The Preface. istration. V. T. Houteff alone and ex-

Accordingly, whereas exercised that 
administration of and power until he was no longer 
V. T. Houteff, there could be no valid able to do so, Of necess-

' I necessity and occasion for the then, the Council as-
aforementioned articles-Article V sumed such as cir-
-Session, Section l; Article VI- cumstance devolved upon it. All this 
By-Laws, Section 2; and By-Laws- was inevitable, and 
Article !--Executive Sec- proper, consonant with the 
tion 1 (b)-into there automat- spirit and intent of The Leviticus. 

emerged upon his death, and in What was not, however, thus con-
absence of a bona fide successor to sonant with either the or the let-
his office, and ter of The Leviticus was that upon the 

occasion for death of Brother Houteff the Council 
tuating these hitherto dormant mti- arrogated to itself, either or 
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unwittingly (which, we know not) the Association's sessions. 
absolute authority and power which None morally dare ignore the 
it now wields, and which led it to for- rigid fact of the law of grammar, that 
mulate new policy, pronounce upon "this Association," in both singular 
new doctrinal concerns and issues, and plural number, is in the third per
liquidate old Mt Cannel, establish son, and that "shall" in the third per
the new Mt. Carmel, etc., without son is an imperative. It is the verb of 
constitutionally first convoldng a ple- legal command. In the law of The 
nary session of the General Associa- Leviticus, therefore, the verb "shall" 
tion, and without receiving from it does not invest the Council with dis
the consent, mandate, and delegated cretionary option, but lays upon it ab
authority to do so. Simply and posi-1 solute command, to convoke regular 
tively, the Law reads: sessions of the Association. The first 

such session would determine and 
"Article V -Sessions authorize the regularity of future ses-

"Section 1. This Association shall sions: The authorization would em-
hold sessions at such time power the Executive Council lawful-
and as the Executive Council ly and constrain it dutifully, in ac-
shall designate by a note published cordance with the instruction in 
in The Code, the official or- aforequoted Article V -Sessions, 
gan of the organization, in two con- Section 1, to notify the membership 
secutive issues before the date of the of the date and place of the next reg-
opening ofthe session."-The Leviti- scheduled session. 
cus, p. 7:3. In default of this constitutional 

This Article, we see, does not au- procedure, the Council has, in assum
thorize and direct the Executive ing the imperium of its dictatorial 
Council to designate and to arrange become guilty of massive usur
for meetings (beyond, necessarily, pation of authority and power, in 
the initial meeting) at its discretion. gross violation of the law of The 
The right and power of discretion re- Leviticus and of the limited authority 
sides solely in the Association in law- and power therein delegated to it. 

session. The Article is an impera- Were it ever lawfully to exercise such 
which the Executive Council imperium as it now sways over 

shall execute by designating in The Davidia, it could never be by self
Symbolic Code whatever authoriza- assumption of that power but only by 
tion and directive the Association in delegation of it, in accordance with 
lawful session hands down relative to the Constitution, Article V -Ses
the regularity, place, and date of the Section VI-By-Laws, Sec-
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tion 2, by the General Association in 
properly constituted session, to wit 

"In the church at Antioch, the con-

11 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 4 

the prosperity, if not the very exis
tence, of the Christian church. 

"In this instance James seems to 
sideration of the question of circum- have been chosen as the one to an
cision resulted in much discussion nounce the decision arrived at by the 
and contention. Finally, the members council. ... 
of the church, fearing that a division " .. .It was the voice highest 
among them would be the outcome authority upon the earth. 
of continued discussion, decided to "The council which decided this 
send Paul and Barnabas, with some case was composed of apostles and 
responsible men from the church, to teachers who had been prominent in 
Jerusalem, to lay the matter before raising up the Jewish and Gentile 
the apostles and elders. There they Christian churches, with chosen del
were to meet delegates from the egates from various places. Elders 
ferent churches, and those who had from Jerusalem and deputies from 
come to Jerusalem to attend the ap- Antioch were present, and the most 
proaching festivals. Meanwhile all influential churches were represent
controversy was to cease until a t1nal ed. The council moved in accordance 
decision should be given in general with the dictates of enlightened judg
council. This decision was then to be ment, and with the dignity of a church 
universally accepted by the different established the divine will. As a 
churches throughout the country. result of their deliberations, they all 

"At Jerusalem, the delegates from saw that God Himself had answered 
Antioch met the brethren of the vari- the question at issue by bestowing 
ous churches, who had gathered for upon the Gentiles the Holy Ghost; 
a general meeting.... and they realized that it was their part 

"This question was warmly dis- to follow the guidance of the Spirit. 
cussed in the assembly. Intimately "The entire body of Christians 
connected with the question ... were was not called to vote upon the ques
several others demanding careful tion. The 'apostles and elders,' men 
study.... of influence and judgment, framed 

"The various points involved in and issued the decree, which was 
the settlement of the main question at thereupon generally accepted by the 
issue, seemed to present before the Christian churches. Not all, however, 
council insurmountable difficulties. were pleased with the decision; there 
But the Holy Spirit had, in reality, al-~ was a faction of ambitious and self
ready settled this question, upon the confident brethren who disagreed 
decision of which seemed to depend with it These men assumed to en-
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gage in the work on their own re- a.nd pray that they will yet do so. 
sponsibility. They indulged in much Had the Council, upon the death 
murmuring and fault-finding, pro- of Brother Houteff, 
posing new plans, and seeking to pull dutifully scheduled such a duly con
down the work of the men whom stituted and representative session for 

; God had ordained to teach the gospel the earliest possible date, which 
' message. From the first the church would have been some three months 

has had such obstacles to meet; and from the date of his death (under the 
ever will have till the close of time. stipulated requirement of Article V-

"The broad and far-reaching · Sessions, Section l, that "this Asso
decisions of the council dation shall hold regular sessions at 
brought confidence into the ranks of such time and place as the Executive 
the Gentile believers, and the cause Council shall by a notice 
of God prospered."-The Acts published in The Symbolic Code, the 
Apostles, pp. 190:2; 191:1, 2; 192:3; official organ of the organization, in 
195:1; 196:0, 1, 2; 197:2. (See The two consecutive issues before the 
Leviticus, p. 8.) date of the opening of the session"); 

Accordingly, the Executive Coun- had they waited and then submitted 
cil is now solely responsible first for to the Session, for decision, what 
delinquently they themselves had already unlaw-
and arranging for the first session of · assumed to decide both in doc-
the Davidian Association, and second trine and in policy; had they scrupu
for subsequently designating, call- lously maintained for the Session full 
ing, and arranging for further ses- and fair opportunity for exhaustive 
sions, as the first session shall decide i consideration of the issues involved 
them. forty and two months of Revela-

Yet to date, over three and a half tion 11:2, the sale of Carmel, etc.); 
years after it became their first and had they then accepted, abided 

responsibility, the Council and published the decision of the 
has made no slightest move or has also, had the Association in 
given no slightest indication toward such Session determined the frequen
ever doing either. Rather, they have cy of subsequent regular sessions and 
silently made to themselves the gross defined the necessity for special ses
assumption of the Association's au- sions; had the Executive Council 
thority and power, and have thereby then, in compliance with the Ses
established the appearance of having sion's decision, given presclibed des
no least notion or intention of surren- ignative notice of either regular or 
dering it, though we devoutly hope special sessions, as the case may have 



BASHAN TIDINGS 13 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 4 

been; and had they, "between ses- Union and Local Conferences to it
sions of the Association," faithfully self, never possessed the absolute 
discharged and not exceeded their authority and power which, under the 

constituted responsibilities and circumstance of Brother Houteff's 
duties; then the grievous succession dropping the reins of control, the Da- I 
of compounded usurpations and vidian Executive Council has uncon
abuses of authority and consequent stitutionally grasped to itself. Few 
violations of gospel order and and far between are the Davidians 

, herein shown, and the resultant sorry who realize this shocking power
state of affairs which now exists, grab the Council; still fewer and 
could never have developed. As it farther between are those who do 
the Council has used its know and who care; and fewer and 

I
. of Association function and author- farther between yet are those who do 

ity, and its self-assumption of them, know and who do care and who dare 
to elevate itself to precisely the same to lift their voices in condemnation 
forbidden of reign and rule and protest 
which it, in support of Sister White, "If the foundations be destroyed, 
condemningly denies the General what can the righteous do?" Ps. 11:3. 
Conference Committee, and of which Casting its heavy shadow over 
Sister White declares: this entire concern is the inexorable 

I 
"From the light I have, that was fact, noteworthy and important, that 

shown me in figure, there is a narrow the Davidian Association has been 
circle here, and inside of this narrow without a president since the death of 
circle is one even as a king, a its prophet-president, V. T. Houteff, 
reigning power. , with the office of president [then, 

"God means what He says: 'I de- 1959] in vacancy and I 
sire a change here.' Will it be the the powers thereof consequently in I 
same affair? Will the same ideas go In there is the 
on and on, and the same board-and inexorable and even more 
here is the little and the noteworthy and fact that 

1
1 sitting upon it, and these others are under the Law of The Leviticus (Arti

all subordinate."-A to the de IV-Officers and Their Duties: 
General Conference, Aprill, 190L Section 1 and Section the As

Indeed by comparison, the Gen- sociation cannot have another presi-
eral Conference under dent unless and until God provides i 
the of the De- one; m, in olhec not unle" ond 

until He either resurrects V.T Hout
eff and restores him to the office or, 

---------"" 
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prior to that, places another in his monarchy, the Judges, and the Apos-
stead. These two implacable facts are tles .. .. '-The Leviticus, p. " 
a rebuke to the Executive Mrs. V. T. Houteff's circular Letter to 
Council's arrogating to itself prerog- Sister __ , April26, 1956, p. 3, 4. 
ative and wielding power which ac- How plainly do these statements 
crues to and resides in the office of reveal how quickly and acutely the 
President alone. Executive Council arraigned the 

That the Council was not in the branch brother for his breach of the 
least ignorant of the letter of the Da- law of The Leviticus. And, by con
vidic-Leviticallaw, is borne trast, how ironical their 3Yz years of 
out by their following anti-branch silent accommodation of their own 
statements: infinitely worse breach of that very 

"The Council of course held no law! 
meeting as called for by 'the Branch' Every true Davidian-every "lit
on October 10. Such a would tle one"-wiH now honestly confess 
have been contrary to the Constitu- that the Council in its unconstitution-· 
tion and By-Laws which require that al power-grab, in its government by 
a general meeting of Davidians be in its private interpreta-
called the Executive Council, and and in its giving the trumpet a , 
an announcement of the meeting be sound not uncertain but false, is I 
made in advance in two consecutive presently no more the Voice of God 
issues of The Code. to the flock than is the General Con-
The p. ference. Yet among the nu-

L. Roden] had called I merous and fast-increasing Davidian 
for a general meeting ofDavidians on "little ones" who will not sell their 
Mt. CarmeL... souls for "peace at any by ac

been quiescing in craven silence to these 
usurpations of authority and power, 

false was of necessity de- we know of none who will not in
nied .... "-The Executive Council's stantlv coooerate to the full with the 
circular Letter to Davidian Believers, 
October 13. 1955. pp. 3, 4. 

tiOfl .. .iS HCI\;C~i:S<JLJ 

Council in every way 
it will show faith 

Constitution and By-laws embody- by 
the principles and 2. Giving full 

of the fourfold succession of dation then otr,•nnhf"II/HI 

the Exodus movement, the Davidian ing a General Association Session for 

I 
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the earliest possible date from notice 
in the next two Codes; 

3. Making the first meeting of the 
Session an unrestricted, open-session 
voting solely to write the agenda for 
the rest of the Session; 

4. Not excluding from orderly, 
dignified participation in these mat
ters and in consequent searching 
study, discussion, and reappraisal of 
Carmel's policy, also its teaching on 
(a) the Judgment of the living; (b) the 

Spirit of Prophecy; (c) the 42 
months of Revelation 11 :2; (d) the 
1260 days of Revelation 11:3; (e) and 
the 42 months of Revelation 13:5; 
any non-ism, 100% ROD believers 
now under excommunication by the 
Council for disagreement with the 
Council since Brother Houteff's pass
ing; 

5. Bringing their relation to the 
people and to the work into absolute 
conformity to the law of The Leviti
cus, and to the decisions of the first 
Session of the General Association of 
Davidians. 

Only when the Council has dis
charged this fivefold, primal respon
sibility and thus vindicated its in-
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tegrity and established its absolute 
belief in and loyalty to the ROD, can 
it either claim or morally 
expect the allegiance of 100% ROD 
Davidians, and can it necessarily and 
rightly regard any then still dissident 
ones as opposers, in harmony with 
the following instruction: 

"The entire body of Christians 
was not called to vote upon the ques
tion. The 'apostles and elders,' men 
of influence and judgment, framed 
and issued the decree, which was 
thereupon generally accepted by the 
Christian churches. Not all, however, 
were pleased with the there 
was a faction and self-

brethren who disagreed 
with it. These men assumed to engage 
in the work on their own responsibil
ity. They indulged in much murmur
ing and fault-finding, proposing new 
plans, and seeking to pull down the 
work of the men whom God had or
dained to teach the gospel message. 
From the first the church has had 
such obstacles to meet, and ever will 
have it till the close of time."-AA 
196:2. 

(To be continued.) 

"The Truth will become deeper and deeper until finally the wicked will 
not be able to comprehend It. The point where they first lost out or 
became blinded, however, was when they met their idol and refused 
to tear themselves from it. The things we love and esteem more than 
God's Kingdom are our idols!'-12Code 6&7:16:0. 



Contending :for the Faith 

M. J. Bingham and the Rise of B:ashan 
The 1969 Session and the Early Days of Bashan, Part 4 

Jeriel K Bingham 

F rom 1957 to 1961, MJ. Bingham ! to error and fanaticism rather than a 
led the debate among Davidians new understanding of the message. 

over the teachings and activities of To go forward, the movement need
Florence Houteff and New Carmel. ed a new and inspiring vision of the 
From 1961 onwards, he urged Da- message, a need that would soon be 
vidians to reorganize the Association 1 filled a new understanding of 
and implement constitutional gov- typology and prophecy. In the May
ernment. An important question 1961 issue, the Educator quoted, 
arose: in the reorganized Associa- but did not comment upon, Micah 
tion, would Davidians elevate the 7:14. Still, the appearance of this text 
power of the council or would they I in its entirety is important because it 
follow constitutional government? reveals the first stirrings of the new 
On all these issues, the leading voice Bashan movement. Before a house 
and driving force was M.J. Bingham. can be built, a foundation must be 
As the 1960s unfolded, his voice was laid, which was accomplished in 
at its strongest, calling the scattered 1962 when the Educator explained 
believers to unite, urging Davidians the difference between producing 
to be "100% Rod-only" believers, and confirming the Rod message. 
withstanding anyone who sought to I In the January-December 1962 ; 
undermine the Rod, and working to issue, the Educator unfolded a 
reorganize the Association. The Ed- ciple, the binding-up of the testimo
ucators from 1957 to 1961 opposed ny, that would become central to the 
the Branch and New Carmel and mission and work of Bashan. Broth
called for a reorganized Association er Bingham, back at the 
and constitutional government. work of Mt. Carmel, noted in the Ed-

After 1960, Brother Bingham ucator, "On November 6, 1948, from 
shifted focus from New Carmel to a the pulpit at Mt. Carmel Center, In
new Association, but as late as 1961, spiration brought through antitypical 
he took New Carmel to task pub- Elijah the prophet the trnth differen
lishing an open letter to the General tiating the producing of 'the testimo
Conference disavowing the activities ny' from the binding-up of it. Then 
of Florence Houteff and New Car- in 1950, came the further significant 
mel. As important as these articles 1! statement: 'What is more, should 
were, they were a necessary reaction God send another than Elijah, that is, 
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someone with a message other than dents. At all times, his voice defend
of the great and dreadful day of the ed the Rod, supported Its 
Lord, he will not claim to be the Eli- argued for Its validity, worked for Its 
jah, he will not lie' (GCS 19: ... So continuation, and clarified and 
long as 'the testimony' was being strengthened Its doctrines and teach
produced, it could not be bound up ings. This is essentially the work of 
or confirmed. And since it had to be "binding up the testimony" that M.J. 
bound up, then the Lord took Elijah Bingham undertook from 1957 until 
to rest as soon as he was finished his death in 1988. No one whoop
with his work of producing it." This posed the Rod, V. T. Houteff, or 
statement expressed the foundation- I Bashan could do so without facing a 
al principle upon which Bashan letter or article from M.J. Bingham. 
would be built and clearly distin- Between 1957 and 1962, Brother 
guished between the work of produc- Bingham's articles in the Educators 
ing the message and the work of systematically defended the Rod 
binding it up. M.J. Bingham, who message and Davidian movement 
had worked more closely on the pro- against all challengers, revealing an 
duction of the Rod publications than unshakable dedication to the Rod. 
any other person during V.T. Hout- (He sought to promote a Rod-trium
effs lifetime, clearly distinguished phant mind set, signaled by his typo
between V. T. Houteffs work as pro- graphic elevation of the word itself: 
ducer and his own as confirmer. Giv- ROD instead of Rod.) In how
en the antics and activities of Sister ever, the articles began moving from 
Houteff, the New Carmel Council, defending the old to preparing the 
Lillian Zumstein's "Voice ofthe Tur- way for the new. In a short period, 
tle," Ben Roden's "Branch," Samuel several articles laid the groundwork 
Licayen's "Root," and numerous for the most important typological 
court battles that dragged the Shep- studies of the Bashan Association. 
herd's Rod into the public arena, the For example, the January-December 
Rod needed a voice of confirmation 1962 issue laid the groundwork for 
from a person who had been a partie- the Jacob Typology identifying 
ipant and eyewitness to the genesis Florence Houteff as Laban and New 
of the movement and who could Carmel as Padan-Aram. The January
speak with authority. This voice be- April 1963 Educator, entitled "The 
longed to M.J. Bingham. At times his Worm Turns," further developed the 
voice was encouraging, at times crit- Jacob Typology, this time identify
ical, and at other times it was the ing not only antitypical Esau, 
voice of a teacher instructing his stu- and Laban, but also Jacob's favorite 
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wife, Rachel, as historical persons · Rachel Quorum's division-causing, 
with typological significance for work-retarding idolatry, mischief, 
modem Kingdom-seekers. This arti- and contempt for Session legislation 
cle reveals why M.J. Bingham was and for the Association's Standing 
revered by the "little ones" and re- Committee ... have necessarily pro
jected by an assortment of foes, duced the document-The Apostasy, 
which he described as hangers-on, Disqualification, and Removal of the 
taggers-along, doubters, complain- Arlington Quorum .. ooHaving thus 
ers, murmurers, Korahs, Dathans, painfully, faithfully discharged this 
Abirams, Sanballats, Tobiahs, and onerous responsibility, we are now 
modem Sanhedrin members. He irrevocably committed to leaving 
identified antitypical Rachel as the Davidian Rachel (the Arlington 
Quorum of the Council, along with Quorum and sympathizers) to them
the Association's first Vice-Presi- selves, to do as they will-to contin
dent, H. G. Warden. Brother Bingham ue on, in obdurate self-will, in their 
noted that a case of modern idol- present divisive, idolatrously self
worship was at hand. Rachel, like her preferential course, and perish ere 
father Laban, refused to part with her the Kingdom comes, or-mercy be 
idols; similarly, a quorum of the -to repent and live." None who 
council of the reorganized Associa- were identified as Rachelites ever 
tion had followed in the footsteps of changed course, but at least they 
the New Carmel thus earn- were given the opportunity, in the 
ing themselves the identification as Educator's words, "to go home with 
antitypical Rachel. According to Mother Leah." (The 1963 Educator 
Brother Bingham in the January- , in which this article appeared is 
April 1963 Educator, "A little hand- I available today as Avalanche from 
ful of unreconstructed Rachel-ites... Trouble Mountain.) 
idolatrously jealous of their preferred From 1964 to 1966, the Associa
position, continue to trouble and em- tion's headquarters remained in 
barrass Davidian-Jacob, and thus I Riverside, California, while the War
force Leah to set the record straight , den-Riechmann faction took up resi
for the sake of all. Consequently, the dence at Vista, California, about a 
Standing Committee Chairman and hundred miles to the south. The Ed
the editor of Davidian publications, ucators published numerous studies 
in faithfully discharging their ex- on the Jacob Typology, especially 
ceedingly unrelished and unpleasant dealing with Rachel and comparing 
responsibility to make available to all her charactelistics and life to the ac
Davidia a full and final expose of the tivities and teachings of the Vista 
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Association. I are not able to support you in your 
Resisting error, though necessary, Co-op idea .... Our recommendation 

is never as satisfying as promoting is that all Davidians form a prayer 
truth. Exposing error was, as Broth- 'co-op' that the Lord will send a buy
er Bingham noted more than once, an er [for the new Carmel property] so 
"onerous" task but he accepted the that everyone who has a share in the 

while observing that it gave him will get what is coming to 
no to identify former comrades , him." 
in arms as standing on the wrong Brother Bingham consistently 
side. If taking the Rachelites to task pointed out that Old Carmel was a 
brought him no pleasure, announc- dead place where a dead prophet 
ing the work of building Bashan was rested and where a movement 
a diversion" The work ahead after completing its come to its 
would be difficult, but it would be a end. It was time to look forward and 
new work in a new place producing leave the past behind. The future of 
a new base of operations for the Rod the Davidian movement was not in 
movement Through the man called Texas or California; it would be in a 
to raise up the new pasture, a new new most in the Mid
understanding of existing doctrines western United States. For Davidi-
would go forth from a new ans, geography has been as 
Still, some Davidians were as the headquar-
attached to Old Carmel and ters of the according to the 
Davidians t.o return there. As late as Rod, must be in the United 
1967, George a former Mt. and the work would progressively 
Carmel member, urged various Da- move eastward. With the I' 

vidian groups to form a cooperative of in the 1965 Ses-
and buy the new Carmel to sion chose a group to the best 
continue the work of CarmeL Broth- for a new headquarters. Broth
er and Sister Bingham force- er Bingham everyone to 

going back to Old Mt. turn their attention to the middle of 
Carmel, New or any other the United States, since 
Carmel. In a letter dated December 

1967, and published in the 
tember-December 1967 mailing and travel costs to and from 
Sister Bingham wrote, "We received the West and East coasts. The east
your letter, along with newspaper ward movement of the Rod message, 
clippings, which you sent to the field. said Brother Bingham, should con
But we regret to inform you that we tinue. The Rod movement had begun 
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on the West Coast in Los Angeles, I subsequently eastward, with the out
California, moved eastward to Texas, flowing of Ezekiel's stream, specifi
and to complete the process, cally at Mt. Carmel Center, Waco, 
move again eastward from Texas to Texas, likewise is its base during 
the middle of the United States. Some second-phase Association again ini
members advocated Arkansas, not- tially in California, then subsequent
ing that it was east of Texas and also ly on eastward, at Mt. 
pointing out that land in Arkansas Bashan Center, Missouri." Initially, 
was very cheap. Others suggested In- Brother Bingham used the term "Mt. 
diana or Michigan, which were a bit Bashan Center," though when the in- , 
more racially tolerant than Southern stitution began to be built, he began 
states. After much discussion, Asso- the term "Bashan Hill," which 
ciation members decided Arkansas drew upon the words of Psalm 68: 15. 
was too hostile, while Indi- Further, he stated many times that he 
ana and were too far from hoped to keep Bashan smaller than 
the West Coast. Edgar and Arbuta old Mt. Carmel Center since a larger 
Johnson of Seligman, Missomi, sug- institution would create larger 

that Missouri would fill the lems. Thus, he envisioned a small, 
bill: the state was not as racially hos- ' lean, well-organized headquarters 
tile as the Deep South and was al- that not be bogged down . 
most in the middle of the under its own institutional weight. I 
United States. The who (Though the geographic size of I 

I 

owned land at Seligman, had Bashan exceeds that of Carmel, 
the Association soon after its reor- Bashan has never come close to 

Missouri, they urged, Carmel's 125 people, largely because 
would be the best location for laborsaving machinery and comput
Bashan, and they even offered to do- er have partially com-
nate twenty acres for the pensated for a shortage of people.) 
During 1965 and 1966, Association During a trip between September 
members reached the consensus that and December 1967 to and 
Bashan would be located in Mis- the Caribbean, Brother Bingham and 
souri. In the January-August 1967 son Trevor stopped in Missouri to i 

Educator, Brother Bingham wrote, look at the Johnson's land near Selig-1 
"As the chariot was necessarily here man. Brother Bingham was not im- ' 

first-phase Association, it is and asked to see the land 
still more here now dur- near Exeter that the Johnson's had 

. ing second-phase Association. As its mentioned. "It's no good," said Sis
~~e was in California, then ter Johnson, noting that the property 
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had no electricity, no buildings, and that we have but 120 acres to go to 
no roads. The one road that led to the possess title on the 195 acres the As
property was just a rough track with sociation is seeking to purchase." 
no bridge across the creek. Still, Though the deal for the 195 acres did 
Brother Bingham insisted, so Broth- not work out, the Association ended 
er Johnson packed everyone in his up purchasing about 160 acres. Re-
1951 Chevrolet pickup and they vealing how cheap land was in 1967, 
drove eight miles west of the village the Educator noted, "Recent! y, two 
of Exeter. Leaving Highway 86, they Association members stopped in 
turned onto an unpaved road with Missouri to see 'the hill of God.' Be
fist-size rocks protruding and pock- fore leaving, this couple were moved I 
marked with large holes that could to give $500.00 toward the purchas
batter a car's suspension. As they ing of another $1,000, or 40 more 
drove on, the road became even acres, of the projected 195 acres .... 
rougher and narrower, turning into The Lord provided the $500.00, and 
little more than tire-worn twin ruts. now the Association has title to the 
They came to a stream without a I 40 acres, making 75 acres in all, with 
bridge, and the old Chevrolet waded 120 still remaining to be acquired. To 
through and climbed the rugged hill obtain these remaining 120 acres, an
beyond. After three quarters of a mile other $3,500.00 is needed quicldy, as 
of driving along the tree lined road, the owner will sell the land to others 
they found the new property. Driving if we do not raise the money for it 
along an old track overgrown with shortly." A frequent M.J. Bingham 
brush and smothered with tree limbs, expression was, "Don't wait. Get it 
they forced through the thickets, done." Taking action at the right time 
coming to an area that showed faint is a principle that informs the follow
signs of having been cleared years ing statement from the same Educa-~ 
before. Huge, old oak trees crowded tor: "Here, Brother, Sister, are the 
the hill and a clear spring bubbled be- greatest immediate challeng.e and II 

low the trees down the hill. Looking urgency before us. Only your com
around, Brother Bingham declared, bined sacrifices will keep us from 
"This is it. This is the place." The losing out on these last 120 acres, and ! 

place encompassed 120 acres of will thus enable us to get the work j 

heavily wooded land owned by a started on the land we need." Even- 1 

local man, Lloyd Day. The January- tually,.t~ough faith and sacrifice, the j 

August 1967 Educator reported, "We Association bought 195 acres, though i 
rejoice to report, and we are confi- j some years later at the suggestion of I 
dent that you will rejoice to know, the Johnsons, thirty-five acres where 
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the 1969 session was held were sold. stalling electrical lines, building 
Brother Bingham later regretted sell- roads, installing a water system, then 
ing this parcel since it would have in- beginning the work of building the 
creased the buffer zone that Bashan I headquarters. 
built up over the years. Later, when These looming tasks presented a 
means were available, he authorized full bill of work, but the way was 
the purchase of acreage that more made even more difficult by several 
than doubled the size of Bashan and personal difficulties that Brother 
set in motion the outward expansion Bingham faced between 1966 and 
of Bashan that currently continues. I 1968. His mother, Agnes, fell and 

The purchase of land in Missouri broke her hip in early 1966, and died 
was a regular topic of the Educators later in the year at age 90. She had al
between 1966 and 1969. Without ways been a stalwart supporter of the 
Brother Bingham's regular calls for work and a constant source of en
the land to be acquired, the issue couragement to Brother and Sister 
would have faded from people's Bingham, and they felt her loss keen
minds. Yet without land, there would ly. During 1967 and 1968, Brother 
be no center of the work, no secluded Bingham's stomach ulcer continued 
sanctuary from the ills and ailments to malce his life miserable. Often un
of society, and no place for an agri- able to eat, at one point he could keep 
cultural program. Supporters were no food down and barely subsisted 
few and money was very limited. I on liquids. The stress of his ulcer 
Dollar by dollar, the means came in probably caused a bout of back trou
and finally the land was purchased ble that left him in excruciating pain. 
by the end of 1968. Those who sup- Attempting to find relief for his 
ported the work did not fully grasp stomach pain, he tried natural reme
the vast amount of labor, the trials dies, such as drinking slippery elm 
and tribulations, and the opposition , powder or taking olive oil. These 
ahead, but their minds and hearts treatments provided a bit of tempo
were inspired by Micah 7: 14: "Let rary relief but could not cure the 
them feed in Bashan." Purchasing problem. Doctors had suggested sur
the land was only the beginning of gery but M.J. Bingham was nothing 
"setting the camp." There remained if not detem1ined, and he was deter
the work of moving the office equip- mined not to submit to the surgeon's 
ment, literature, and the Binghams' knife. For several years he soldiered 
household goods from California to on, using herbal remedies and suffer
Missouri, storing it safely in Mis- ing. Brother Bingham was beset by I 
souri; clearing a building site, in- agonizing pain during the entire 
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process of coming to Missouri for the the day of BIG things, has begun for I 
1969 Session and then moving to Bashan, the church, and the world." 

I 

Bashan and carving out a place from Addressing the many critics and op- 1 

the wilderness. Compounding his ponents ofBashan, Brother Bingham I 
stomach problem was his inability to added, "Let the scoffers scoff, and 
walk without the aid of a cane. On the scorners scorn, the deriders de
the rough, rocky land, he regularly ride, the despisers despise, this day I 
caught his shoe on rocks and roots of Bashan's beginning. But let them I 
since he was unable to lift his legs know that their day of awakening 
normally. During the early days at and retribution is scheduled (0, that 
Bashan, he regularly fell, suffering I they could realize it and avoid as 
various minor injuries. Despite these surely as is the day of reward for the 
physical difficulties, he forged ahead faithful." The young Bashan Associ
with building the camp. ation met this opposition and kept 

In 1968, the Johnsons visited the growing and going forward, much to 
office in California and stayed to the consternation and frustration of 
help with the work for a time. On I its opponents. 
their return trip to Missouri, they Working the field was always 
hauled back a truckload of office uppermost in M.J. Bingham's mind. 
supplies. Like the buildup to a mili- During 1968, he decided to mount 
tary operation, this move signaled another field trip, this time outfitting 
the buildup to the 1969 Session. A the Chevrolet pickup truck with a I 
letter dated May 10, 1968, published camper. Stephen Burke, who had 
under the title "Glad Tidings to the come to California to help with the 
Brotherhood of Bashan," noted: work, drove the truck. Setting off for 
"The Davidian owners of an almost ' the east, the trip was uneventful until 
new Chevrolet pick-up truck [the Brother Bingham and Brou'1er Burke 
Johnsons] turned over the truck and came to the mountains around Pres
their equity in it to the Association. cott, Arizona, where they nearly met 
A local Davidian donated $100.00 

1 

disaster. Brother Burke was not an 
for a large aluminum trailer which, experienced driver and had no expe
along with the pick-up truck (to be rience in mountain driving, and the 
used for general service and field truck was not heavy enough to carry 
work) which pulled it, has already the camper. The wind in the moun
carried nearly three tons of the sev- tains was strong, and the roads 
eral tons to go. Rejoice, Brethren, for snaked back and forth through the .

1 'the day of small things' (Zech. 4: 10) j mountain passes in tight and tortuous 
which, with God, is the beginning of curves. As they tried to round a curve j 
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in the strong winds, the truck rolled 1 Seventh-day Adventist Assn." and 
over. Brother Burke was not injured announced the following: 
but Brother Bingham cracked some "Event: The Association's Second 
ribs and had to be hospitalized. Sis- Quadrennial Session. 
ter Bingham and Sister Burke imme- Date: Sabbath night, Friday, July 
diately drove to Arizona to retrieve 4-14, 1969. 
their husbands, and Brother Bing- Place: Headquarters' site, Mt. · 
ham's injuries required him to lie in Bashan Center, Missouri." 
the back of the Binghams' station Brother Bingham viewed this ses
wagon on the return trip. The 1959 sion not only within the scope ofDa
station wagon broke down along the vidian concerns but within the scope 
way, complicating the return trip, but of Adventist and world concerns. He 
eventually the Binghams and Burkes wrote, "Once again what was press
made it safely home. Under Sister ingly true four years [in 1965] is ur
Bingham's care, Brother Bingham gently true today. The solemn fact 
healed and returned to his work. that The Association .. .is the Store-

Accidents, opposition, meager house of Present Truth and thus the 
means, and ill health did not deter custodian of the keys of the King
M.J. Bingham, as shown by the spirit dom, makes it inconceivable that in 
of a field letter of May 10, 1968: the annals of God's people there was 
"Look up, Beloved, look up! The ever a responsibility, and a represen
Chariot of the Lord goes before us! tative assembly to come to grips with 
Who will follow? Who have the it, of more immediate, far-reaching, 
heart, the faith, the trust-the endur- and ultimate consequence than the 
ing vision, the vision to go all the present Davidian responsibility and 
way-to counterpart the volunteer forthcoming World Session to deal 
pioneers of Carmel?" The Associa- with it." In the words of the next 
tion had secured the land under statement lay a message that few 
Brother Bingham's constant encour- understood at the time but which, in 
agement and guidance, and now it a few short years, would be clear: 
was time to assemble and inaugurate "To be convened for the sole purpose 
the building of Bashan. The 1969 of refining and strengthening The As
Session was first announced in an sociation for its work of implement
issue of The Symbolic Code, Volume ing that 'great reformatory move-
6, Number 1, January 1966-February ment' and purification called for 
1969. Page four of this Code was I 'among God's people' (The Leviti
titled "First Notice of Second Qua-] cus, p. 12), and thus of leading them 

I drennial Session of The Davidian safely over the perilous way ahead to 
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the Kingdom .... " The "refining" fully wait to see you dignify the Pres
would soon tum out to be a shaking, idency with more than political wis
as numerous ones who had once ap- dom-with truth, credibility, justice, 
peared strong for Bashan left the and righteousness; in fine, with 
movement to become adversaries. Christian statesmanship. For 'when 

The Code also encouraged read- the righteous are in authority, the 
ers to make sacrifices to attend the people rejoice; but when the wicked 
session, urged members to "[list] and beareth the people mourn.' 
[send] in whatever concerns he wish- Proverbs 29:2." The letter was 
es to see considered at The Session," signed, "Respectfully yours, The Ex
and called upon companies to select I ecutive Council of The DSDAAssn., 11 

qualified delegates who would have By M.J. Bingham, Executive Vice 
the best interest of the work at heart. President." President Nixon replied 

M.J. Bingham, although single- in a letter dated January 14, 1969: 
minded in his dedication to the Shep- "As I undertake the great responsi
herd's Rod message, was not one- I bility of providing new leadership for , 
dimensional in his view of life and I America, the messages I have re
took a keen interest in national and · ceived by the thousands from all over 
world affairs. In the 1969 Session the world will be a constant source 
Code, he published an open letter to of strength and inspiration in the 
Richard Nixon, who assumed the years ahead." This reply was the 
U.S. presidency on January 20, 1969. i work of a staff writer and President 
The letter, dated December 4, 1968, Nixon probably never read M.J.B's ;, 
encouraged President Nixon to draw letter. Brother Bingham understood 
upon his religious background as a that politicians did not write their 
Quaker to make principled decisions own letters, yet he wrote President 
for the nation: "With your religious Nixon as a matter of principle: he be
heritage rooted in basic Christian lieved that "time and chance hap
values, you must, we believe, be peneth to them all," and he believed 
soberly sensible of the great Scrip- this was President Nixon's time and 
tural truths that 'the way of man is chance to follow a right course. Fur
not in himself; it is not in man that ther, he believed the letter would be 
walketh to direct his own steps' (Je- instructive and would encourage 
remiah 10:23) .... "Brother Bingham Davidians to pray and work for a 
urged President Nixon to raise the principled government 
tone of the presidency through ad- Several parallels emerge between 
herence to principle: "Millions, you the religious leader, M.J. Bingham, 
are well aware, prayerfully and hope- and the political leader, Richard 
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Nixon. Both grew up in Southern to gather the family in the basement 
California and both served as vice- of Bashan House to pray that the 
presidents in their respective capaci- winds of strife be held back.) In con
ties before becoming presidents. trast, when President Nixon said that 
Both were involved in non-main- the messages he had received would 
stream religions (Quakerism and Ad- be a "source of strength and inspira
ventism), both had experienced great tion," it is certain that he himself did 
organizational turmoil, both were not write those words and did not be
visionaries, and both were builders. lieve them. Here was a stark exam
While President Nixon envisioned ple of the difference between politi
an end to the Vietnam conflict, M.J. cal expediency and principled action. 
Bingham envisioned a place called Throughout his life, M.J. Bingham 
Bashan as the infant Kingdom of was dedicated to principled action, 
God on earth. President Nixon worked which pushed him forward to apply 
hard to build his political coalition those principles, while men of lesser 
and ended the Vietnam war, but fell faith :ind determination settled down 
prey to his darker instincts, subvert- to enjoy their armchairs. 
ing the Constitution, and was driven In July 1969, the Bingham fami
from office in disgrace in 1973. ly packed their 1969 Ford station 
Meanwhile, in the Ozark woods of wagon and set off for Missouri. On 
Missouri, M.J. Bingham led the board were three youngsters, a dog, 
building of Bashan, forged ahead camping gear, and clothes and books. 
with the expansion of the work, and With Sister Bingham at the wheel, 
remained true to his vision until he they drove eastward across Arizona, 
died in 1988. A study in sincerity and New Mexico, Texas, and Oklahoma, 
insincerity emerge from their letters. with the landscape becoming ever 
When M"J. Bingham assured Presi- greener as they traveled east. By the 
dent Nixon that he would be the sub- time they reached Missouri, the land 
ject of "earnest prayers," the former was lush with grass and trees, in con
did exactly that, praying for Nixon trast to arid, treeless Arizona and 
and the high officers of the govern- New Mexico and the dry plains of 
ment. (In 1972 when President Nixon Texas and Oklahoma. Topography 
ordered the mining of Haiphong Har- seemed to typify theology: the 
bor in North Vietnam, tensions with parched lands mirrored dead Carmel, 
the Soviet Union soared and the pos- while the lush greenery of eastern 
sibility of a world war loomed. Oklahoma and Southwest Missouri 
Brother Bingham's response was not pointed to the vitality of Bashan. 
to hunker down in a bomb shelter but Arriving in Missouri, the Binghams 
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joined Brother Keith Powell and 
Brother Burke, who had arrived pre
viously to help Brother Johnson set 
up the camp for the session. The 
Johnsons had parked a small travel 
trailer on the west side of the road, 
and the east side was completely 
wooded. The men built a cook shack 
on the side with the trailer, and set up 
large surplus army tents on the 
wooded side, which also was the site 
of the literature shed, the first perma
nent structure erected at Bashan (and 
which was moved to the southside of 
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to Missouri, where she would face 
several miles of banging and bump
ing over rugged dirt roads before 
plowing through the creek and grind
ing up the jagged hill that led to the 
encampment. 

Some who attended, like Brother 
Nicholson from Jamaica, were stal
wart believers who thought no price 
or inconvenience too great to attend. 
Brother Nicholson, who had lost a 
leg to diabetes and used crutches, 
must have found it difficult to travel 
from Jamaica to the back woods of 

Bashan House and survived until the I Missouri, yet he beamed with happi
late 1990s). The tents had electricity ness to be at Bashan. Some were 
but no running water. The meeting adventurers who liked the idea of an 
tent was about twenty-five feet from old-style campmeeting, and a few 
the road, and the other tents, nestled were office-seekers and troublers. 
in the woods, provided living quar- Trouble appeared when Louis Danzie 
ters for the session attendees and del- originally from St. Lucia, began agi
egates. People came from around the tating fanatical ideas. It was wrong, 
United States and from England, he said, to repeat the Lord's prayer in 
Jamaica, and the Dominican Repub- public, and he rebuked some of the 
lie. Believers from the U.S. drove or men for working on a hot day with
arrived by bus, and delegates from out their shirts. Soon after, he appar
the foreign field arrived by plane and ently granted himself an exemption 
bus. Sister Bingham drove many to his own regulation and went shirt
miles to pick up people and spent less while working on the literature 
long hours driving into Arkansas to shed. Such hypocrisy did not unify 
shop at produce stands for fmits and the ranks, and Brother Bingham had 
vegetables, packing the Ford station to try to smooth over the contention 
wagon full of people, luggage, and in the interest of maintaining peace. 
produce. Loaded down, she would (In the mid-1970s, Danzie left the 
head north through hostile territory Association when he was denied a 
(Rogers and Bentonville, Arkansas, car for field work. He turned against 
still boasted many unreconstructed the Rod and became a bitter oppo
racists) over winding, hilly roads in- nent, traveling throughout St. Lucia 
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denouncing the Rod and his former voice resonated with conviction: the 
Rod associates.) While some had a new pasture was here, it was time to 
divisive, critical spirit, others at the go forward, and a new order was at 
Session were filled with joy that hand. Those who sat listening to M.J. 
Bashan was becoming a reality. Bingham during August 1969 want
Their spirit was captured in the song ed to hear him because he did not 
written by Sister Bingham, "The equivocate or mince words when ex
Chariot of God/Is here with the Rod/ pressing his convictions about the 
First at Carmel/Now at Bashan!Won- Rod and Bashan. M.J. Bingham was 
drous message of God!" Though the like a bulldozer clearing a path 
1969 Session lacked instrumental through rubble. No one could ignore 
music, believers compensated with or withstand the force of his con vic
their fervor. The session had all the tions and determination, and people 
features of an old-time campmeet- had to get onboard, move back into 
ing: sawdust floors, night-time meet- the rubble on either side of the path, 

I ings accompanied by a choir of or walk behind on the cleared path. 
crickets and tree frogs, "air condi- He welcomed all to get on board with 
tioning" provided by hand fans, and him but readily declared war against 
believers with Bible and hymnbooks those who stood on the sidelines 
perched on hard, cushionless, wood- pushing more rubble onto the path. 
en chairs. No Davidian meeting is From 1970 onwards, the path ahead 
considered complete without the became increasingly strewn with 
charts, and a set stood sentinel on the doctrinal rubble from several com
platform. Whether or not people in peting groups, and the only way a 
the back could see the small print and path could be cleared was through 
finer details did not matter; the charts the decisive action of one man who 
signaled continuity of the message 1 heard and acted upon the call to pre
from one era to another. Believers pare the way of the Lord. Such a 
sought a sense of unbroken inspira- work could not be done by commit-
tion rather than visual clarity. tee or by consensus, which some- 1 

Various persons led daily worship times have their place, and for the 
and song services, and Brother and work of pioneering would have been 

I 
Sister Reuben Rolle delivered more too slow, unwieldy, and divisive for 
than one duet Brother Bingham de- the task at hand. 
livered nearly all the studies, a tax- The 1969 Session marked a turn
ing duty over the course of the ten- ing point for the Association. From 
day session. He spoke without the aid ]1961 to 1969, the Association had 
of a sound system, and his powerful operated with sessions, elected offi-
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cers, and committees-the only gov-~ ful and thus an imposter interpreta
emmental mechanism available at tive prophet-president with a coun
the time. A new system was required terfeit branch or root or shoot mes
to meet the challenges of pioneering sage. Neither have we obdurately 
and building. and immovably squatted and vege-

In some circumstances, group tated in the provisional accommoda
govemance is called for, as Brother tions which enabled us, until the light 
Bingham himself had advocated progressed, to function constitution
from 1957 onward, during his call for ally with elected administrations. We 
the reorganization of the Association. have, praise God, been Providential
In other circumstances, however, ly guided around both pitfalls, led on 
group governance is too slow and step by step in the steadily ascending 
cumbersome to work, and for the light. ... " 
hard, toilsome work of building The Association must have offi
Bashan, a strong, authoritative figure cers, Brother Bingham said, but the 
had to appear. As the January 1968- method of their selection would 
March 1970 Educator pointed out, change from election to appoint
the Association's governance had to ment. The same Educator continued, 
change to meet changing circum- "The prerequisite and primary step 
stances: "Following the great up- toward complying with this present
heaval (the apostasy, disorganiza- truth mandate was taken by the As
tion, and scattering from 1955-1961) sociation at the 1969 Session, in its 
an interim period of re-emergence, decision to shift governmental gears 
reorganization, and readjustment from elected vice president, as chief 
necessarily ensued. Step by step administrator, and from elected ad
through the accommodations and ministrative officers and Executive 
readjustments constitutionally pro- Council, to non-elected porter-presi
vided in the legislation adopted at the dent. The very-present truth, the 
1961, 1965, and 1969 Sessions, God ROD'S bound-up testimony, made 
has led us from the descending dark- this step mandatory to make present 
ness and despair of withered Cannel Association government Constitu
at the close of first-phase Associa- tional." 
tion, to the ascending light and hope The 1969 Session, which was to 
of budding Bashan at the beginning be the last of its kind, made some 
of second-phase Association. By His progress toward restructuring the As
grace, He mercifully saved us from sociation, according to Brother Bing
retrogressing to the status of a can- j ham, but it had not turned in a fin
cerous Association led by an unlaw- ished product. According to the Jan-
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uary 1968-March 1970 Educator, position and attrition, Brother Bing
"The 1969 Session failed somehow ham wrote in the same Educator, 
to carry to completion the conversion "Because of pursuing a worldly, self
from government by an elected, in- interested, idol-loving, soul-blinding 
terim administration to government course which prevented them from 
by an appointed administration.... being 'full of the Holy ghost and wis
The next Session is not untill971. A dom,' eleven who attended the 1965 
special session is not feasible. The Session were not at the 1969 Session. 
only way, therefore, to rectify the In the intervening four years, they 
present governmental incongruity is had fallen by the wayside and be
for the porter to replace the elected come enemies and opposers of the 
officers with appointed ones. As the Association. So had two others who 
elected ones, Brother Stephen Burke were Council members. They had 
-vice president, and Sister Jemmy not kept pace with the Light but 
E. Bingham-Secretary-treasurer, rather with their own inclinations. 
are indicated at this time, they shall Between the 1961 and 1965 Ses
be the appointed ones for the pres- sions, an identical class, numbering 
ent." thrice that many, fell away and be-

Why not a Council to direct the came opposers, blindly dedicated to 
Association? Brother Bingham's an- going their own alluring way:' In 
swer in the January 1968-March surveying the departure of those who 
1970 Educator was short and inci- once believed in Bashan, MJ. Bing
sive: "Since the Lord has not dis- ham wrote in the January 1968-
closed to view in all Davidia 'seven March 1970 Educator: "God is rid
men ... full of the Holy Ghost and ding His camp of the hangers-on, the 
wisdom,' the porter cannot yet direct taggers-along, the half-hearted, the 
the Association to 'look ye out lazy-minded, the self-opinionated, 
among you seven men' of such su- the idol-buggers, the world-loving
perlative qualifications. Incidentally, all the self-first and ROD-second 
it has been the elected executive classes, m1d is mustering in an all-out 
councils (Sanhedrins) from the be- dedicated vanguard whom He can 
ginning that have brought upon the fill with 'the Holy Ghost and wis
cause of God most of the trouble that dom' to live His life, teach His truth, 
has come upon it. ... " This shift in the enact His legislation, transact His 
Association's governance marked a business, and bring in His King
significant change but also created dom." The verbs in this paragraph
conditions that some members did "can fill," "to live,'' "teach," "enact," 
not find palatable. Anticipating op- "transact," and "bring" -are not in 
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the future tense nor the passive voice. 
They are present tense, active voice 
verbs, revealing a work of intense ac
tivity ahead, as well as M.J. Bing
ham's belief in active intervention, 
both human and divine, in the affairs 
of the work. 

With a new system of govemment 
in place, Brother Bingham could 
make decisions quickly and decisive
ly. The year 1970 marked the settle
ment of Bashan and the beginning of 
construction of Bashan House. In 
1968, Brother Bingham started 
drawing up plans for Bashan House. 
Although he had never designed a 
building, he had always produced 
graphs and charts based on his stud
ies of the Rod and the Bible, and 
drawing the plans for Bashan House 
seems to have been an expanded ex
ercise in chart-making for him. After 
the 1970 move to Missouri, with the 
plans in hand, he hired Dale Hughes 
and his father-in-law Ernest Farrell 
to begin construction. The work 
needed a building that could serve as 
living quarters, office, meeting place, 
print shop, and storage facility. The 
building design called for a rectan
gle with a wing on each side. The 
building measured about 90 feet 
from wing tip to wing tip, had a half
basement, two stories, and a small 
observation tower capping the cen
ter of the building. Excavation for the 
basement began early in the summer 
of 1970. The concrete was poured, 
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and blocks were laid. By the end of 
the summer, the basement and first 
floor were constructed. But with au
tumn coming and winter on its heels, 
no one expected the three-story 
building to be framed and enclosed 
by the first snow. One volunteer 
builder's forecast was gloomy: three 
or four winter snows, he said, would 
fall on the enclosed basement before 
the top structures were finished. To 
M.J. Bingham, such predictions were 
nonsense, and, ignoring them, he 
pushed the project forward. A photo 
from that summer (lost in the 2004 
fire) showed him with feet planted on 
a basement window, holding onto the 
frame of the first floor, talking to one 
of the builders above. Literally and 
symbolically, this was hands-on 
management, and the building was 
completely framed, roofed, and en
closed in sheeting by the end of De
cember 1970. 

In the midst of this intense build
ing activity, Brother Bingham felt the 
call of the field again, and he and Sis
ter Bingham left for a field trip not 
long after arriving at Bashan. Their 
trip took them to the South, the East 
Coast, and New England where they 
studied with a number of Old Mt 
Carmel Davidians, some of whom 
accepted Bashan and became faith
ful supporters. Two of those believ
ers were Sister Lucille Perry of Geor
gia and Sister Louise Hein of New 
Jersey, who both joined the Associa-



BASHAN TIDINGS 32 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 4 

tion and later lived at Bashan until 1 observed, "We fully realize and ap
their deaths. During this trip, Broth- preciate that had you not made the 
er Bingham's ulcer constantly both- sacrifice to be there these months to 
ered him, means were tight, accom- do all you are doing, we would not 
modations were often uncomfort- have been able to get away to do any
able, and they encountered the usual thing." Brother Powell dedicated 
share of opponents. In order to keep countless hours to tending the gar
up with the needs of the Broth- den, cooking for three hungry lads, 
er and Sister Bingham had the mail helping to care for the goat herd, 
from the Exeter post office forward- building fences, and clearing the 
ed to them to various towns and cities thick underbrush with a cutlass. 
along their itinerary. There was no Brother Bingham then turned his at
e-mail then, and neither Brother or tention to order and organization of 
Sister Bingham ever considered the growing camp: "In studying over 
making long-distance phone calls the bills from the lumber company, I 
except in emergencies or for highly notice the purchase of a number of 
important matters relating to the little items such as glue, nails, hooks, 
work. Instead, they communicated etc., including small hand tools. I 
by letters to members in the field and wish you would be careful to see that 
to Brother Powell at Bashan, who the workmen leave none of these 
was entrusted with oversight of the things scattered, exposed outside, 
Bingham boys, care of the garden, etc. Much waste and loss can result 
and keeping an eye on the property. from failure to have a place for 

Writing to Brother Powell from everything and to keep everything in 
Fryeburg, Maine, on August 7, its place." Brother Bingham hated 
Brother Bingham reflected on there- waste and disorder and although he 
suits of the trip: "Having invested as was two thousand miles away from 
much as we have in time, effort, and Bashan, he sought to encourage good 
expense, we would hate not to be stewardship and organization. 
able to finish the job. Success is var- Upon their return in 1970, after 
iegated. Only time will tell for sure spending three months in the field, 
who will stand. So far, the picture Brother and Sister Bingham found 
looks fairly encouraging." While that the framing of the house was 
Brother and Sister Bingham were la- completed-a big step forward, but 
boring in the field, Brother Powell the house was an empty box waiting I 
was laboring at Bashan and sacrific- to be filled with plumbing, wiring, 
ing by being away from his family in paneling, windows, furniture, office 
London, England. Brother Bingham equipment, supplies, and people. 
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Relying only on a small band of sup
porters-none of whom were 
wealthy or even well off-Brother 
and Sister Bingham pushed ahead 
with the work of building Bashan. 
Stretching the meager means as far 
as possible was always uppermost on 
their minds. They traveled hundreds 
of miles to Cassville, Monett, Pierce 
City, Joplin, and Springfield in Mis
souri and Berryville, Rogers, Ben
tonville, Springdale, and Fayetteville 
in Arkansas hunting for discount 
building materials and supplies. This 
time- and energy-consuming process 
was even more difficult because 
Brother Bingham's ulcer had wors
ened, probably in response to the 
stress and strain of the and dur
ing these trips he never had a mo
ment without pain and discomfort. 

Pioneering was difficult work, 
and life swirled with activity divid
ed among writing, building, teach
ing, traveling, parenting, and work
ing around the grounds. Because of 
the rough conditions at Bashan from 
1970 to 1973, production of the Ed
ucator was put on hold. This was the 
period before the advent of the per
sonal computer and before the wide
spread use of photocopiers, and just 
as she did in the late 1950s, Sister 
Bingham once again had to type the 
manuscripts, retype them on a 
mimeograph stencil, and then run off 
copies. The first Educator produced 
at Bashan was dated April 1970-
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Aprill973. Despite more responsi
bilities than three or four men should 
have shouldered, Brother Bingham 
did not excuse himself from respond
ing to the activities of the Branch 
group and competing Davidian 
groups and individuals, who contin
ued to agitate Davidia with a color
fully divisive assortment of bizarre 
ideas, prophecies, time-setting, car
toon publications, agonizingly com
plex charts, fanaticism, literalism, 
nonsensical misinterpretations, and 
confusion. The Branch adherents ac
cused M.J. Bingham of working 
against their prophet, B.L. Roden, an 
accusation Brother Bingham was 
glad to shoulder since he believed 
Roden exerted a pernicious influence 
against the Rod. Other opponents 
published tracts against Bashan, 
which Brother Bingham vigorously 
rebutted. While these activities came 
from outside Bashan, trouble was 
brewing within. 

In 1970, the Johnsons recom
mended that the Association sell the 
thirty-five acres that had accommo
dated the cookshack for the 1969 
Session. Money from the sale could 
be used for building Bashan House, 
they said. Brother Bingham agreed 1· 

for several reasons: money was 
needed, he was weighed down with · 
responsibilities and it seemed a way 
to reduce those burdens, and he 
hoped to keep peace with Sister j 

Johnson, who had an aggressive~ 



BASHAN TIDINGS 34 VOLUME 21, NUMBER 4 

terest in seeing things run her way. Not all of his time was spent re
In 1971, she sought to again call the sisting error, however, and he en
shots over some issues relating to the joyed some pleasant moments in his 
building of Bashan House. Brother work at Bashan, especially in plan
Bingham refused to accede to her ning and overseeing the landscaping. 
wishes, declaring "I take my orders Brother Bingham loved trees. 
from God, not you." Sister Johnson When he directed the clearing of the 
had served on the Location Commit- land for the buildings, he made sure 
tee set up by the 1965 Session, and to leave trees, especiaHy around 
she felt this service, along with the Bashan House. The land surrounding 
personal time and effort and means the House was thick with large oak 
she and her husband had contributed, trees and underbrush, and in 1971 
entitled her to have a say in the ad- when he hired a land-clearing con
ministration of the work. When M.J. tractor, he would stand watching the 
Bingham refused to allow her to do operator, pointing with his cane at 
so, she became angry and agitated. brush and small trees to be taken out, 
Ordering Edgar to leave Bashan while making sure to spare the large 
House along with her, they quickly trees. In this way, much of the origi
packed up and left Bashan. For the natural beauty of the :place was 
next four or five years, they wan- maintained. He expressed his vision 
dered around Southwest Virginia, for Bashan in writing and in conver
and North and South Carolina, dab- sations and studies. In the publica
bling with Davidian groups that were tions, he had to deal with a host of 
located in California and South Car- doctrinal concerns, and the vision for 
olina and nurturing a strong antago- Bashan that emerges is nearly all 
nism against Bashan and M.J. Bing- doctrinally based. In his con versa
ham. He refused to let Sister Johnson tions and studies, however, the vision 
interfere for two reasons: he knew 
that in order to protect its special 
work and character, Bashan needed 
land as a buffer zone, and he saw that 
the program and principles of 
Bashan could be easily diluted by an 
influx of uninspired ideas. He would 
always remain open to suggestions 
and new ideas but he required that 
these insights must agree with the 
mission and purpose of Bashan. 

was more expansive, less doctrinal 
and more practical. For example, he 
stated many times that God did not 
need Bashan but peopte needed 
Bashan as a place of retreat and 
refuge from the world and its prob- . 
lems. He also spoke of instituting 
practical ministries, such as an ex·
perimental, vegetarian kitchen to cre
ate healthful foods, thus establishing 
a health ministry that would provide 
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recipes and practical nutritional 
knowledge. Gardening and agricul
ture were also near and dear to Broth
er Bingham's heart, due to his own 
interest but also based on statements 
in Testimonies for the Church on the 
value of agriculture. He spoke many 
times of his vision of having an or
ganic garden free of chemical pesti
cides and herbicides. In the summer 
of 1970, Brother Powell planted and 
lovingly cared for a garden in the 
rich, black soil on a hillside above the 
spring, and essentially the garden 
was chemical-free under Brother 
Powell's meticulous care. 

By the summer of 1971, Brother 
Powell had returned to his family in 
England, but Brother Bingham did 
not let the gardening effort decline. 
He planned in detail a garden that 
used companion-planting methods 
and assigned each Bingham young
ster his own territory in the garden. 
(Companion plants help each other 
by repelling insects, increasing soil 
fertility, crowding out weeds, or pro
viding shade. Native American tribes 
used this method, planting squash, 
beans, and com together: the beans 
climbed up the com stalks, the beans 
fertilized the com, and the squash 
helped keep weeds from growing.) 
To ensure that the lads would stay on 
task, Brother Bingham took time 
away from his desk, walked to the 
garden and sat on the ground or 
a stool, weeding the crops, directing 
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the lads, and talking to them about a 
wide range of subjects, including 
politics, Mt. Carmel history, and the 
value of work. He subscribed to Or
ganic Gardening magazine and 
bought books on composting, organ
ic gardening, and natural pest con
trol. During the summers of 1971 
and 1972, he instructed the young
sters to make an insect repellent of 
lemon peel, garlic, and cayenne pep
per, which they would gleefully 
spray on the plants to make life too 
hot for the insects. 

By the mid summer of 1971, 
Bashan House was structurally com
plete. Brother Bingham always 
sought to economize but also be
lieved that the headquarters should 
possess an element of quality to rep
resent the message and symbolize 
the forthcoming quality of work and 
people that Bashan would produce. 
The front entrance to the office led in 
through a small covered stairway 
with white stucco walls topped by a 
dark wood paneling. The office was 
located in the west wing of the base
ment and the center and east wings 
contained living quarters where the 
Bingham family lived from the au
tumn of 1970 to about May 1973, 
when the upper floors were complet
ed and furnished. 

The office was occupied in June 
1971, a laborious task as described 
by Brother Bingham in a letter dated 
June 1971, to B.L. Cockram: 
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"[The past] eight days have been full 
and laborious ones-moving into the 
new office. New again-I hope! 
Boxes, boxes, boxes, boxes-of 
tracts, TGs, Codes, books, books, 
books, supplies, miscellany seem
ingly to no end, We are still not yet 
through the tunnel, but we can begin 
to see the light One more week, I 
think, and we'll just about have it 
whipped. How we hope so." Like the 
ark coming to rest on Mt. Ararat after 
its buffeting in the deluge, the work 
and office of Bashan, buffeted and 
beset with difficulties, now rested in 
a permanent location, where it would 
remain until the new office was oc·· 
cupied in 1992. 

During his Mt. Carmel days, MJ. 
Bingham had been a leader of the 
young people, who affectionately 
called him "M.J." He mentored sev
eral young men who went to the field 
with him during the 1950s' hunting 
campaign. By the time he started the 
work at Bashan in 1970, Brother 
Bingham was 65 years old and saw 
more clearly than ever the need to 
encourage the recruitment and train
ing of young people. While the eld
ers would lead, the youth could fol
low and add their energy and en
thusiasm. Youth work is not easy, but 
neither is any work that involves 
people. Brother Bingham believed 
that despite their problems, the youth 
had the strength and potential to jus
tify an expenditure of time, energy, 
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and means. Thus, he pressed ahead 
in opening the doors to the youth in 
the spirit of recruiting a "great army 
of youth." In 1971, Ken White, a 
young man in the group home run by 
John and Iris Lemky from British 
Columbia, came to Bashan. As a 
troubled teenager, he had heard Sis
ter Bingham, who was taking over 
for an ill Brother Bingham, give a 
study one night at the Lemkys. 
Deeply impressed, he told her after
wards that he had been contemplat
ing suicide and felt her study had 
saved his life. After reading some of 
the message, he asked if he could 
come to Bashan, and Brother Bing
ham opened the door. Brother Bing
ham believed in time and chance, 
and gave Ken, and many others, their 
time and chance. 

Brother Bingham's faith in the 
youth was evident in 1972, when he 
sent Ken White and Jeriel Bingham 
to Palestine, Texas, in the Chevrolet 
pickup to collect some baking equip
ment that Ralph Georgel had pur
chased from Old Mt CarmeL When 
Georgel, who had been V.T. Hout
eff's artist, put the equipment on the 
market, Brother Bingham quickly 
decided to purchase it since it was a 
fraction of the cost of new equip
ment. Ken was 17 and Jeriel was 12, 
but in spite of their youth, Brother 
Bingham entrusted this responsibil
ity to them. Sitting with them one 
Saturday night, he planned the trip, 
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gave them their orders, and coun
seled them to keep their minds on the 
Lord. "The Georgels have a lot of 
fanciful ideas," said Brother Bing
ham, "so just smile and be polite 
when they talk to you." With Ken 
driving, the boys set off through 
Arkansas and arrived in East Texas 
after sleeping in the truck for a night. 
They smiled and did not argue when 
the Georgel's sprang a long study on 
the need to keep the feasts-but the 
boys' smiles vanished when Sister 
Georgel produced some sort of 
gooey nut loaf that would have qual
ified as the non-descript beast. On 
the way back, the boys joked about 
the need for the experimental kitchen 
to go into operation immediately to 
save other lads from eating such dis-
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ble to keep food in his stomach and 
leaving him in constant misery and 
pain. He tried more prayer, more 
herbs, and more vitamins, but noth
ing proved effective. The ulcer al
most certainly stemmed from a viral 
infection in his stomach but knowl
edge of an antibiotic cure was still at 
least fifteen years in the future. By 
the autumn of 1972, he was emaciat
ed and his 6 foot 4 inch frame had 
dwindled to about 120 pounds. He 
was starving to death and only sur
gery could save him. Believers 
around the field prayed earnestly for 
him, and many of them encouraged 
him to have surgery, though he resis
ted Finally, near death 
and under Sister Bingham's urging, 
he consented and she took him to St. 

tressing "vegetarian" fare. Despite Vincent's hospital in Monett, Mis
the close encounter with the nut loaf souri. His surgeon, the appropriately 
and the wearisome feast-keeping named Dr. Apostle, was a small Fil
study, they remembered their orders, ipino doctor who told him before the 
loaded the equipment and headed surgery, "I just use the God has 
back to Missouri, a to my hand." Dr. Apostle op
commercial oven and Mt. Carmel's erated skillfully, removed every trace 
Hobart bread mixer, which is still in of the ulcer, and reshaped Brother 
use at Bashan at the end of 2005. Bingham's stomach, reducing it to a 
Brother Bingham often said that one third of its normal size. The surgeon 
had to be a "divine opportunist." recommended five small meals a day 
Here he saw an to buy due to the smaller stomach, but 
equipment at a good price and oppor- Brother Bingham would have none 
tunity to help two youngsters learn to of instead insisting that he 
shoulder responsibility, and both would stick to three meals a day. Af
missions were ter recuperating, he returned home to 

During 1972, Brother Bingham's a new life in which he could eat any-
ulcer making it impossi- I thing, gaining weight and strength 
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rapidly, since his stomach could now 
digest food and provide nutrients for 
his body. With relish, he was able to 
eat a variety of foods, and especially 
enjoyed fresh salads and vegetables 
such as onions, radishes, celery, and 
carrots-none of which he had been 
able to eat without agomzmg conse-
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plan ahead as wisely as possible. Due 
to his health problem and life's un
celtainties, he had looked as early as 
1967 to the possibility of his death, 
and had made provision for the work 
to go on through the appointment of 
the person best qualified to lead. In 
a letter to the Executive Council and 

quences. the Association in Brother 
Before Brother Bingham's sur- Bingham sought to protect the oper

gery, many Bashan members feared ation and of the work, 
that he would die. What would hap- writing, "The prudent man ever has 
pen to the work? For Davidians, his house in order." Looking for
three positions might have presented he reflected upon uncertainty 
themselves: the work was so of life, writing, "The missionary 
it did not matter if a person was in upon which we shalll.eave Septem
charge or not; Brother Bingham had ber 15 will take us thousands of miles 
been instrumental in starting the As- on 20 odd flights and several 
sociation, and his passing would bus and auto trips. Every and 
nal the end of the Association; the every mile involves all the risks of 
Association was God's, but human travel, all of which are in the hands 
beings had to make its work and of God. What He wills for us, we 
, .... '"'"""''"~ operative and one person know not, but in faith com~ 
had to stand at the door to "watch." mit all to Him. One knows that 
Through his actions and by his teach- when his work is finished, his life 
ings and writings, M. J, may finish." With life's uncertainties 
strongly supported the third in mind, he knew the work needed to 
He believed in the divine move forward should his life end: 
of the Rod and the divine mandate of "Should it become necessary to 
Bashan. Along with those con vic- my responsibilities upon other shoul-

he was also an intensely prac- ders before another session con
tical person who understood the vital venes, it is imperative that no mis
connection between faith and action: take be made. As I have a number of 
faith has no value without action, and times prayerfully this 
throughout human necessity, weighing the 
instrumentalities have made the qualifications of all Certified As so
work of God operative, And in male- ciation members, I have 

the work operative, must other than the incumbent 
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who, at least in terms of training, ex
perience, knowledge and availabili
ty, is qualified to carry on my respon
sibilities .... " Would the binding up 
of the testimony cease with his 
death? To that concern, he respond-

"As to whatever further binding
up of the testimony the Lord has for 
His flock, He will make manifest up
on whom, whether her or another, 
that vital responsibility is to devolve 
in [the event] of my demise or inca
pacitation." These words were deep
ly informed by wisdom, experience, 

I
. and practical religion, all of which 

1 
came together in further words of 
comfort to the flock: "In the event of 
either [death or incapacitation], sor
row not and be not troubled, but re
joice in the further fulfillment of 
Zech. 13:7, and know that your re
demption draweth night." And, final
ly, M.J. Bingham produced another 
statement that still reverberates with 
power and truth today: "The overrid
ing concern of all must be, not 
whether Brother Bingham continues 
on or not but, whether right leader~ 
ship continues on and you continue 
on with it and with the Spirit of Truth 
in your hearts. That is your only sal
vation." He dosed the letter, "Sin
cerely your brother to go or stay, but 
without fail to be with the Lord and 
with all saints in the Kingdom, M. J. 
Bingham." The same letter contained 
an article entitled "Who Reigns
Man or God?" It stated, "Some are 
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asking the question, 'What if Broth
er Bingham dies?' Should themes
sage suffer another knockout blow?" 
The answer was, "If Brother Bing
ham dies, will his dying knock out 
God? Will God die with him?" The 
logic of these statements was in
escapable, pointing out that the mes
sage and the work were greater than 
one man, even though his role in the 
movement was central to its forma
tion and success. In 1972, when he 
went into surgery, neither he nor any
one else knew if he would survive 
but he was confident that the work 
would go forward under God's guid
ance. 

Brother Bingham not only sur
vived surgery but thrived. His 
strength rapidly increased, he gained 
weight, and he received a new lease 
on life. There would be no days of 
armchair contentment for the war
rior, however, and no vacations, no 
time to sit and ponder the future in 
what today is called a "retreat" In
stead, he returned to the battlefield. 
About a year after his surgery, he was 
off to the field with Jeriel in the 
spring of 1973, traveling to England, 
the Caribbean, and South America, 
battling opponents, encouraging 
friends, and building up the work 
wherever he went. This major field 
trip was followed by the first Semi
nar held at Bashan toward the end of 
the summer of 1973. Both the field 
(Continue on page 53). 



From the Archives 
A Two~ Letter Reply to a Three~ Letter Encounter 

on the Judgment of the Living 
[M. J. Bingham Letter, Sept. 29, 1980] 

Letter I books whether one is saved or lost, 

I n response to your recent lines but each one determines that himself 
concerning the Judgment of the by sending his sins ahead to judg

Living, you can be reassured that ment. "If we confess our sins, He is 
your understanding that the Judg- faithful and just to forgive us our 
ment of the Living is in three phases sins, and to cleanse us from all un
is basically conect. Broadened out, righteousness." 1 John 1:9. If each 
they are as follows: day, we carefully judge ourselves
First phase-self-judging. Those our thoughts, our words, and our 
who receive the mark of Ezekiel acts-and then send them, con
Nine and the seal of Revelation Sev- fessed, ahead to judgment, to the 
en will be only those who have faith- books of the sanctuary, we are there
fully judged themselves a11d sent by sending word to God that we want 
their sins ahead to judgment (1 Cor. to be saved and that in faith we ac-
11:31). Those who fail to judge cept His salvation. On the contrary, 
themselves, their sins will follow if we fail to do and let our sins, 
after (1 Tim. 5:24) .to give the man-~ unconfessed and unforg~ven, f~How 
date to the men with the slaughter on after to condemn us m the JUdg
weapons to cut them down at the ment, we are thereby sending word 
time of the purification. Thus the to God that we are not interested in 
sealing is the result of this work of salvation, and for Him therefore to 
self-judging; and the slaughter is the have us cut down and our names re
result of failing to engage in this moved from the books. And, sadly 
work of self-judging. but unavoidably, that is exactly what 
Second phase-executive judg- He will obligingly do. It is not God 
men.t or slaughter. This comes dur- that condemns and destroys us; it is 
ing the half-hour silence, after the we ourselves. We condemn our
opening of the seventh seal. Some selves, decree our own execution, 
protest that this cannot be so, as it and order our names blotted out for 
would arraign God as being unjust in etemi.ty. 
punishing anyone before judging So the formal investigation of the 
him from his record. That would be books, which takes place in the King
so if it were not for the fact that in dom (llCode 12:19:4; 12Code 3:16: 

I God's plan, He does not determine is not what enables the six men 
I from the formal investigation of the with the slaughter weapons to know 

(40) 
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whom to spare and whom to slay, for 
they already know, from the record 
of self-judging, who is sealed and 
marked and who is not. 
Third phase-the reconciling of 
the books in the heavenly sanctu
ary. This work, which is an investi
gation of the books, results in remov
ing from them both the names of the 
wicked and the sins of the righteous, 
and thus in the purification of them 
and hence of the sanctuary itself. 

This third and final phase of judg
ment takes place after the half-hour 
silence, and in the Kingdom. It is a 
formal ratification of our sentence 
upon ourselves life or for death) 
that we send ahead to judgment. It is 
the verdict that we give God. It is for 
us and for the wicked and for all the 
universe to see. It does not decide 
any case; it simply ratifies our own 
verdict, our own judgment upon our
selves, and cleanses the books in the 
sanctuary, thereby cleansing the 
sanctuary itself. 

The self-judging and sealing, the 
first phase, spans the period from 
1930 to the dose of the Judgment of 
the dead; the execution of the verdict 
each one passes upon himself, the 
second phase, takes place during the 
half-hour silence; the cleansing of 
the books and of the sanctuary, the 
third and final phase, follows imme
diately upon resumption of the Judg
ment, after the half-hour silence. 
How long will be its duration, only 
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God knows. 
This, basically, is what the Rod 

teaches, and it is simple, logical, and 
not hard to be understood. 

I do not understand what confus
es you in Tract No. 3. I can under
stand what confuses you from the 
headbowls of those who do not stay 
with the golden bowl. Tract No. 3, 
though, is unambiguous insofar as it 
goes. But elsewhere in the writings 
of the Rod, there is quite a bit more · 
that must be put with it to complete 
the entire truth on the judgment. 

Letter II 
I am sorry you have been troubled 

over my not replying sooner to your 
second letter. But I am confident that 
if you had to reply to four folders of 
correspondence, you would under
stand why your last two letters on the 
subject of the judgment did not re
ceive an immediate reply. 

Since all the truth which Heaven 
has revealed on the subject of the 
judgment is contained in the golden 
bowl-the combined writing of Sis
ter White and Brother Houteff, to 
which you have access, and since I 
had replied [in the preceding letter] 
to your first letter on the subject, the 
nature of your second and third let
ters did not qualify them for inclu
sion in the priority correspondence 
folder. 

Believers from all over the field, 
including several new brethren in 
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Nigeria and Ghana, were and still are 
waiting for replies to their letters, 
each hoping for a prompt response to 
his. Since I have to be the judge of 
what must have primary priority, ac
cordingly all letters go into classified 
folders. Yours did not surface until 
yesterday. 

With my poor eyesight, your very 
small, pinched handwriting makes it 
very difficult for me to make out all 
that you say. I shall appreciate in the 
future your writing in large enough 
characters to make them clear with
out my having to resort to a magni
fying glass in the effort to try to clar
ify illegible letters and words. 

Somehow, Brother , you 
have gotten caught in the same trap 
with which many before you, over a 
period of nearly fifty years, have 
been successfully baited. Forty years 
ago, one chap who had made a con
siderable study of the subject and 
who had come to Mt. Carmel, be
came so upset and incensed when we 
tried to show him he was wrong, that 
he threatened to give Brother Hout
eff a good beating. Had I not been 
present, he may have done so. Al
though this was an extreme case, I 
have seen all degrees of opposition 
and hostility around the circle of it. 
It has been the burial ground of many 

. professed believers in the message. I l:.o. n't like to remember how many. 
And the same will surely be your 
ate, Brother , if you persist 
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in digging in the same vein. 
You say you "have been digging." 

But when one digs for truth, it is im
perative that he knows where he is 
digging-that he digs in the mine of 
revealed truth. That is, to change the 
figure of speech, that he digs, so to 
put it, in the Golden Bowl, not in his 
own head-bowl, as the enemy is 
tempting you, as with many others, 
to do. "Find your explanations 'in the 
Bowl,' and you will have no trouble 
in knowing the truth, or of avoid
ing the ever ready trap of deception. 
Thus the difficulty in knowing the 
difference between truth and error is 
eliminated."-2SR 289:0. 

The more sure word of prophecy 
certifies nothing else but the Rod 
to be the Voice of God. The Rod, 
from beginning to end, disallows the 
position you take-that the Judg
ment of the Living began in 1930. It 
affinns again and again that the Judg
ment of the Dead has not ended, and 
thus did not end in 1929, and that, ac
cordingly, the Judgment of the Liv
ing has not begun, and therefore did 
not begin in 1929-1930; that the sev
enth seal has not been opened; that 
the slaughter has not taken place; and 
that the Judgment of the Living in 
any formal setting has not begun. 
The only aspect of the Judgment of 
the Living which began in 1929-
1930 is the pre-judicial phase-the 
sealing, which is determined by each 
individual's work of self-judging, 
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and which has neither exhausted nor the judgment will pass from the dead 
arrested the judging of the cases of to the living is that you have failed to 
the dead who ever entered the serv- study the message in its entirety. The 
ice of Christ. trumpet is even now blowing, but as 

"When those who love the truth yet the day has not been announced. 
study any doctrinal subject, they nev- We can, however, say that the 
er, in trying to harmonize their pri- slaughter of Ezekiel 9 is what marks 
vate opinions with the scripture in the Judgment's passing from the 
point, leave the so interpret- dead to the living." " ... The investiga
ed as to contradict either other por- tion of the living commences after 
tions of the Bible or the position of the fulfillment of Ezekiel 9."
constituted authority, but rather they 12 Code 3:16:3, 17: l. 
forsake their opinions."-3Tr. 90:4. I am going to send you a copy of 

Unfortunately, Brother ____ , nine statements found in 12 Code 3, 
you have stumbled at this point Con- from pages 14 to and one from 
sequently, taken a wrong 11 Code 12:19:4, They should help 
view on the of the judgment, you. 
[you] unknowingly, Too many, Brother , are 
tried in reality to its correct venerators of the head-bowl, not the 
time and true nature, rather than to golden bowl. Give them a wide 
maintain them. This unwitting en- berth. They will be your downfrJl if 
deavor" (Id. 90:5) will in turn in- you don't And however enthralled 
evitably lead you to take wrong you may be with your own head
views on other Bible tmths. bowl seek the Lord earnestly 

It would be well, too, for you to for grace to break the shackles and to 
ponder prayerfully the first para- 1 with the Golden Bowl and stay 
graph of Tract No.3, page 91:1. with it 

Also ponder the fol- May you have sufficient of the 
lowing statement grace of humility to bow to the Rod 

"The reason that you have not of and to feed on the Rod in 
been able to ascertain from the pub- nowhere else. 0 
lications how we are to know when 

"Our attention now should be engrossed in conforming our lives to the Truth 
that we may be eligible to receive the 'mark' and thus 'make our calling and 
election sure.' For if we receive the mark we may be sure that when the Lord 
investigates our records He will retain our names in the Book of Life and 
blot out our sins and change our hearts, etc. (Ezekiel36)."-12Code 3:20:2" 



FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

How IT WAs BLOTTED OuT 

[CHOICE READINGS FOR THE HOME CIRCLE, PP. 166-169] 

F or many years I had been a fol- I One of his little friends died, then 
lower of strange gods, and a lover another, then his uncle. All these 

of this world and its vanities. I was deaths made an impression on the 
self-righteous, and thought I had re- boy. He rebelled against it; wanted to 
ligion of my own which was better 

1 

know "why God had done it?" It was 
than that of the Bible. I did not know hard that God should take away his I 
God, and did not serve Him. Prayer friends; he wished He would not do 
was forgotten, public worship neg- it. I, of course, had to explain the best 
lected; and worldly morality was the I could. One evening he was lying on 
tree which brought forth its own de- the bed partly undressed; my wife 
ceptive fruit. and I were seated by the fire. She had 

But when I shared parental re- been telling me that Willie had not 

I 
sponsibility, and our boy was grow- been a boy that day, and I had 
ing up, our love for him made us anx- reproved him for it. All was 
ious about his welfare and future ca- when suddenly he broke out in a loud I 
reer. His questions often me, crying and sobbing, which surprised 
and the sweet and earnest manner in us. I went to him, and asked him 
which he inquired of his poor sinful what was the matter. 
father to know more about his Heav- "I don't want it Father; I 
enly Father, and that "happy land, don't want it there," said the child. 
far, far away," of which his nurse had "What, my child, what is it?" 
taught him, proved to me that God "Why, Father, I don't want the an-
had given me a great blessing in the gels to write down in God's book all 
child. the bad things I have done I 

A greater distrust of myself, and don't want it there; I wish it could be 
a greater sense of my inability to as- wiped out." And his distress increased. 
sure my boy of the truth contained in What could I do? I did not believe, 
the simple little prayers that I had but yet I had been the way. I 
learned from my mother in child- had to console him, so I said, 
hood, gradually caused me to reflect. "Well, you need not cry; you can 

I never went to church; had not have it all out in a minute if 
even a Bible in the house. What was you want" 
I to teach my boy-Christ and Him "How, Father, how?" 
crucified, or the doctlines I had ttied "Why, get down on your knees, 
to believe? and ask for Christ's sake, to 
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wipe it out, and He will do it" 
I did not have to speak twice. He 

jumped out of bed, saying, "Father, 
won't you come and help me?'' 

Now came the trial. The boy's dis
tress was so great, and he pleaded so 
earnestly, that the man who had nev
er once bowed before God in spirit 
and in got down on his knees 
beside that little and asked God 
to wipe away his sins; perhaps, 
though my lips did not speak it, my 
heart included my own sins too. We 
then rose, and he lay down in his bed 
again. In a few moments more he 
said, 

"Father, are you sure it is all 
out?" 

how the acknowledgment 
grated upon my unbelieving heart, as 
the words came to my mouth, "Why, 
yes, my son; the Bible says that if 
from your heart you ask God for 
Christ's sake to do it, and if you are 
really sorry for what you have done, 
it shall be all blotted out." 

A smile of pleasure passed over 
his as he quietly asked, 

"What did the angel blot it out 
with? With a sponge?" 

Again was my whole soul stirred 
within me, as I answered, 

"No, with the precious blood of 
Christ. The blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin." 

The fountains had at last burst 
forth. They could not be checked, I 
and my cold heart was melted with-

in me, I felt like a poor guilty sinner, 
turning away, said, 

"My dear wife, we must first find 
God, if we wa.'1t to show Him to our 
children. We cannot show them the 
way, unless we know it ourselves." 

And in the silent hour of the night 
I bowed beside that dear boy, and 
prayed, "Lord, I believe, help Thou 
mine unbelief!" My wife, too, unit
ed with me, and we prayed jointly for 
ourselves and our child. And God 
heard our prayers, and received us, 
as He does those who seek 
Him with the whole heart. 

THE WAY TO OVERCOME 

When first from slumber 
No matter what the hour, 

If you will say, "Dear Jesus, 
Come, fill me with Thy power," 

You'll find that every trouble 
And every care and sin 

Will vanish, fully, 
Because Christ enters in. 

It may be late in morning, 
Or in the dark before, 

When first you hear His knocking; 
But open wide the door, 

And say to Him, "Dear Jesus, 
Come in and take the throne, 

Lest Satan with his angels 
Should claim it for his own." 

For we are weak and sinful, 
"Led at his wilL" 

But Thou canst "bind the strong man," 
Our heart with sweetness fill. 

So would we have "Thy presence" 
From our first waking hour; 

All through the swift day's moments, 
Dwell Thou with us in power. D 



HEALTH WAVE 
LIFESAVING ALKALINE-ACID FOOD GUIDE 

[Better Health Research, Special Research Report, Copyright 2005] 

A s newborn babies, we are alka
line. When we die, we are 100% 

acid. Alkalinity is health, longevity, 
and quality of life. Acidity means 
sickness and death. Learn this well, 
as it is the foundation of health! 

People often consult with doctors 
seeking relief from symptoms of 
chronic conditions like arthritis, dia
betes, emphysema, arteriosclerosis, 
or cancer. Regardless of the particu
lar symptoms, all of these conditions 
originate with an increase in the 
amount of acid in the body. Many 
doctors and nutritionists believe that 
many of the diseases that are now 
near epidemic levels come down to 
three words: Too Much Acid. 

If you have a health problem there 
is a good chance that you are acidic. 
In addition, overacidity will decrease 
the body's ability to absorb minerals 
and other nutrients, decrease the en
ergy production in the cells, decrease 
the ability to repair damaged cells, 
decrease its ability to detoxify heavy 
metals, make tumor cells thrive, and 
make you more susceptible to fatigue 
and illness. 

What is pH? 

The pH, or "potential of Hydro
gen" is a logarithmic scale that meas
ures the relative acidity or alkalinity 

of a solution. Solutions are measured 
from 0 (totally acid) to 14 (totally al
kaline) whereas 7.0 is neutral. 

The optimum blood pH in a 
healthy person is slightly alkaline 
and should fall within the narrow 
range of 7.35 and 7.45. The human 
body is constantly struggling to 
maintain the healthy alkaline pH 
leveL Maintaining this slightly alka
line state is a constant challenge for 
most due to all the acid-producing 
foods eaten with the typical Ameri
can diet The majority of people are 
not successful and live every day in 
an acid state. 

When our digestive system me
tabolizes foods, acids are produced. 
The body has natural ways of elimi
nating excess acid including the 
lungs, kidneys, and skin. These sys
tems can become overworked if you 
consume too many acid-producing 
foods. If this excess acid is not coun
teracted by consuming the right 
amounts of alkaline foods, the excess 
acid becomes overwhelming for 
your body to handle naturally and 
you can begin to experience head
aches, illness, colds, allergies, virus
es and diseases. All this dysfunction 
in the body is the sign that the body 
is trying to balance the sensitive pH 
level in the body. 

(46) 
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How Do You Know 
If You're Acidic? 

You can use strips or litmus 
paper to test your pH, Study the acid/ 
alkaline food guide to help you de
termine your current level of eating 
habits. If you're like most people, 
who regularly eat animal protein, 
fried foods, processed foods, dairy 
products, and other acid-producing 
foods, then most likely you're acidic. 
First discover how acidic you are and 
then begin the process of alkalizing 
yourself to regain health, energy, and 
vitality. 

Our bodies are constantly rebuild
ing themselves. You really are not the 
same person that you were last year. 

I
. The body replaces the lining of the 

stomach about every five days, the 
skin in about a month, the skeleton 
about every three months, the liver 
about every six weeks and the red 
blood cells circulate for about 120 
days before being replaced by new 
cells. 

What you do today affects the 
body that you'll have tomorrow. That 
can be good or bad .. .it all depends 
on what you do. The new body that 
you are building today is affected by 
the food you eat, the air you breathe, 
what you drink, and by the stress you 
encounter and how you respond to it. 

A long-term acid diet creates an 
acidic environment at the cellular 
level. If cells cannot function prop-
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erly, your body cannot function prop
erly. On the other hand, a healthy al
kaline diet creates an environment 
that is conducive to cellular level 
health, which results in total health. 

Do a Simple Self-Test 
to Measure Your pH 

Test your saliva or urine with in
expensive litmus paper or pH strips. 
Your saliva reflects the pH (acid/ 
alkaline) balance of your body. The 
litmus test is the simple dipping of 
pH paper or pH test strips in your 
saliva or urine and comparing its 
color with the color on the chart. 

Testing saliva is the most effec
tive way to gauge your body's pH. To 
test saliva, wait two hours after eat
ing. Spit into a spoon and dip a pH 

in your saliva. Read the results 
immediately by matching the color 
of the pH strip to the color chart for 
the correct indication of your 
level. An optimal reading is 7.0 to 
7.5. This indicates a slightly alkaline 
body. 

Urine is best tested in the morn
ing. Fill a small cup with urine and 
dip the pH strip in the urine. Read the 
results immediately by matching the 
color of the pH to the color chart 
for the correct indication of your pH 
level. A reading of 7.0 is neutral and 
a reading of 6.5 is slightly acidic to 
neutral. A reading below 6.5 is acidic, 
and a reading below 6.0 is very 
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acidic. Note: Urine is slightly more 
acidic than saliva. You will general
ly receive more accurate indications 
of your body's pH level by testing 
your saliva rather than urine. Urine 
pH fluctuates more with your diet 
and daily activities. 

If your test results are acid, in·· 
crease your intake of alkaline foods 
while reducing the acid foods you 
eat 

Acid and Alkaline Foods-
The 80/20 Diet 

When discussing foods, you must 
understand that there is a huge dif
ference between acid foods and acid
forming foods. A example is 
citrus which are truly acid 
foods because contain citric 
acid. However, during the process of 
digestion, foods change their chem
istry. Energy is derived from foods 
by oxidation similar to the burning 
of fuel in a stove. as in a stove, 
there is always an ash or residue. The 
residue that occurs in the human 

as a result of the burning of 
foods is termed "ash" and has a def
inite chemical reaction. Some foods 
leave an "acid ash" and are therefore 
known as "acid-forming foods." 
Other foods leave an "alkaline ash" 
and are therefore known as "alkaline
,v,.lHJ"'ts foods." To clarify this point, 
remember that the acid and alkaline 
reaction occurs AFTER and 
a"">HUH<lUUJ.!, and these terms do not 
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indicate the chemistry of the foods 
BEFORE digestion. Therefore, do not 
assume that ALL acid foods are acid 
forming. 

Acid-forming foods should be re
stricted but are not to be entirely 
eliminated in the general diet. How
ever, acidosis is extremely common 
and is a term generally used to indi
cate that the body is out of chemical 
balance as a result of eating too many 
acid-forming foods. A large number 
of chronic diseases and many aches 
and pains are associated with acido
sis. A good rule to follow is the 80/20 
rule, where you eat 80% alkaline and 
20% acid forming foods. [See The 
"Entering Wedge," pages 65 and 
"Acid and Alkaline Foods" list as a 
guideline.] 

Most all Americans have highly 
acidic diets, the reverse of what it 
should be. Most Americans are sick 
That's no coincidence. 

If you switch to 80% alkaline 
foods and only 20% acid and 
drink 8 of alkaline water 

almost certain to see a 
huge in your health in 
only one year or less. 

It has been proven that an acid 
body seriously rmYmronm 

ural ability to stay 
of an acid includes the entire 
range of modem illnesses, from low 
energy and sore throats to serious ter
minal illnesses. (Adapted) 0 



50 Years and the Message is 
More Beautiful and Powerful 

Just an e-mail in the Precious 
Name of our dear Saviour to let you 
know we are thinking of you and 
praying for you alL And especially to 
say thank you for all the unselfish 
work that all of you are doing. We so 
much appreciate the Newsletters and 
the Tidings. We have been restudy- ·1 

ing some of the Educators and sub
jects like Matthew 20. The message 
is even more beautiful and powerful 
than it was 50 years ago when we 
first heard it. We are all so blessed, 
not only to be a of the Bashan 

au;~U<lllU, but for the WOnderful gift 
of life and 
heavenly Father nnnmiP>o 

day to day. 
Our hearts are so saddened for the 

people affected by the terrible disas
ter of hurricane Katrina. We are sure 

~.euuuA!c" in that area. Are any of our 
brethren there also? We sure 

to comolain about 

I.JE'f'TERS 

when we see the terrible conditions 
that the folk down there are experi
encing. 

Please convey our love and 
prayers to all there at Bashan. They 

in our prayers and 
'"''"··'"'"""-(The Lernkys, Canada) 

Our Hearts Were Blessed 
with Refreshing Timely Messages 

It is a pleasure these few 
lines to say how wonderful it was to 
see Sister Bingham. I 

Our hearts were blessed with re- , 
freshing and timely messages
something we all needed and on 
time. 

also went to the meet-
and said they were very 

blessed. Seven of them went the fol-
Sabbalh. Please pray for them 

and also for me. I have a great re
sponsibility towards them with this 
truth. So let us continue to pray 
day, for Sister Binguam, 
that the Lord will continue to 
her strength. 
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Thankful for Bashan and 
Its Work 

I just want you to know how 
thankful I am for Bashan Hill, all the 
brethren, and the precious Rod mes
sage of truth for this especially 
after reading the last Tidings and the 
November Newsletter. 

How Brother and Sister Bingham 
fought to keep the message intact and 
not to let it be mishandled-Praise 
the Lord! 

I am looking forward to the next 
Tidings about the 1969 session and 
the early days at Bashan. 

I pray for you everyday. Thank 
you for your prayers and encourage
ment for all of us here. (Massachu
setts) 

Requests for Missed Tract 

We have received The Keys 
ftt.n:>!:<-<urn. Tract 2. We noticed that 
we never received Tract 1. Could you 
please supply one for us? Thank you. 
(California) 

Thankful 

Thank you for letting us know to 
flee the big cities. I told some of the 
brethren. Some had their plans al
ready and some are planning to leave. 

Thank you also for letting us 
!mow h()w to treat people in the work 
of the Lord. 
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In the last Tidings, I read that a 
sister asked if you have a website. I 
don't think that our wonderful mes
sage should go on the Internet, the 
place where you can find a lot of 
dirty things, foolishness, etc. The 
way you are doing it now, spreading 
the Rod message around like leaves 
of autumn, is the best way. Thank 
God, He will always take care of His 
work. 

In the last Newsletter, I read that 
we should be thankful and give 
praise to God. I praise Him everyday 
for everything, for He is more than 
good to me. (The Netherlands) 

Pu.z:ded and Troubled 

I received your little book and 
was right away puzzled. The first 
thing I noticed was that no one ; 
signed the article. This always trou- · 
bles me. On careful examination I 
discovered that this is an organiza
tion that calls itself the Shepherd's 
Rod. I thought that you were all 
burned by our glorious communist 
government. Expect more as soon as 
the Democrats return to power. 

I recommend that you accept 
Jesus as your Saviour and Lord. 
When you do, there will not be time 
to point fingers at the GC or other 
ministries that are trying hard to pro
claim the gospel to the unsaved. 
(Washington) 
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So Happy for the Message 

I have been studying the Rod with 
Sisters __ and __ for more 
than two years. I really want to know 
the truth. I am so happy when I have 
your literature to read. Before the 
Rod, I would read the Bible and be 
blind, have no destination, feel no 
sunshine, because of a lack of under
standing, but now I am spiritually en
lightened. 

I just want to tell you that I love 
God's Word and I love His present 
truth. He is my Saviour. He saved my 
life when I didn't know Him yet. 
(Massachusetts) 

The Publications-
A Most Special Blessing 

I give thanks to God and the Fa
ther of our Lord, Jesus Christ, pray
ing always for you, the work, and all 
the Bashan family. 

The monthly Newsletter and the 
Bashan Tidings are a most special 
blessing to me each month. 

Enclosed are my tithes and offer
ings, and some names and address
es. (New Jersey) 

Retain Name for Five Years 

Please retain my nan1e on your 
mailing list for the next five years, if 
the Lord tanies for that long! ! ! Do 
Not remove my name. (Maryland) 
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No Adventists in Our Home 

The purpose of this letter is to in
form you that we would like to be re
moved from your mailing list. There 
are no Adventists in our home. Ours 
is a Catholic house. We celebrate in 
the church founded by Christ in the 
first century, not a schism established 
by men in the nineteenth century, and 
we worship Jesus the Christ, not the 
seventh day of the week. Please re
frain from sending us any more of 
your heretical literature. (Idaho) 

Feels Blessed to "Belong to Such 
a Marvelous Family of God" 

Just a few lines to thank the Lord 
for His many blessings He pours up
on us through the Newsletter and 
Bashan Tidings. Praise God from 
Whom all blessings flows. Novem
ber's Newsletter warmed my heart 
and called it to alertness, but the Tid
ings, July-September, broke my 
heart, melted it, warmed it, and gave 
it courage at the same time. 

The call to get out of the cities 
show God's love and longsuffering 
to me and my family. He keeps beg
ging us for our own good to get out. 
Now we have made a decided effort 
to forget all the excuses we make 
time and time again and work hard 
towards leaving. We request your 
constant prayer that the way will be 
opened. 
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The story for "The Young At 
Heart" opened my eyes to see how 
blindly I have been in my thoughts, 
words, deeds, and actions. I find my
self in Mr. Bishop's place in moving 
too quickly; in Mrs. Bishop's place 
feeling at times that life's burdens are 
too heavy; and in Mr. Merton's place, 
not putting myself in others' position. 

God in His mercy showed me that 
a change has to be made. Never be
fore had I felt such pain and sorrow, 
joy and comfort, at the same time, 
after reading that story. It has brought 
comfort and faith to know that when 
Christ is in the heart God will have 
His way in my life. May the meat in 
due season continue to flow from 
God's holy hill and may we fit our
selves for His soon-coming 
dom. Sister Bingham, may the bless
ings of Heaven always rest upon you 
and keep you strong to do the great 
work that called for so much sacri
fice and dedication from you and 
your husband, as stated in the Tid
ings. I feel blessed to know that I be
long to such a marvelous family of 
God. (New York) 

"His Merq Endures Forever!!" 

I can only guess that my "'u,:uu<au 

angel puts in overtime saving my 
life! Once again my life was 
as I found myself caught in a torna
do Tuesday evening. On my way 
home, around 6:00 p.m., it was 
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like any other drive. Suddenly, the 
wind started blowing harder and 
harder. Tops of trees started to break 
off and I was afraid they would blow 
onto the car. Branches blew down in 
front of the car and I ran over them. 
I was really praying. I didn't know 
what was happening. Then the rain 
started. Sheets and sheets of rain, 
blowing sideways. There was a pick
up truck ahead and I thought I would 

to keep it in sight, but it was very 
hard to see. It's a curving country 
road and as I came around a sharp 
curve a huge tree fell right in front of 
my car. The truck kept going as I 
don't think he could have seen me. 
The tree was so big the trunk was 
higher than my car. Two seconds 
sooner and it would have fallen on 
my car. I began praying that the Lord 
would help me to get away from the 
trees as most of this road is tree-lined 
on one side. I had to back up the 
curve, with no visibility, tum around 
and go back (all the while the road 
was flooding). I finally found some
one's driveway and pulled in. I called 
Butch and he came to meet me. 
Again, I am very grateful to the Lord 
for keeping me. I was really afraid 
and I was the whole time. I 
can't imagine an the times my angel 
will tell me about, of which I know 
nothing!! Praise God, for His mercy 
endures forever!! (Danita Wilkins, 
West Virginia) 0 
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(Continued from page 39.) work of Bashan. To M.J. Bingham, 
trip and seminar called for vast the "let" of Micah 7: 14 was not a 
amounts of time, thought, and ener- grammatical unit to only talk about; I 
gy but M.J. Bingham was rejuvenat- it was a host of real, living, ever-pres
ed and relished the opportunity to ent people and obstacles to over
work with full force, proclaiming the come, and in the remaining years of 
message of the Rod and Bashan to his life, he applied his strength and 
friend and foe, and never passing up mind to removing these obstacles. 

; an opportunity to help the "little Coming Next: "The 1973 Field 
· ones" while thrusting and parrying Trip and Seminar." 

against opponents as he built up the 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

AA 

11, 12Code 

EW 

GCS 

GC 

19MR 

pp 

sc 
2SR 

7T 

lTG 

2TG 

3Tr 

The Acts of the Apostles 

The Symbolic Code, Volumes 11 and 12 

Early Writings 

General Conference Special 

The Great Controversy 

Manuscript Releases, Volume 19 

Patriarchs and Prophets 

Steps to Cluist 

The Shepherd's Rod, Volume 2 

Testimonies, Volume 7 

Timely Greetings, Volume 1 

Timely Greetings, Volume 2 

The Judgment and the Harvest, Tract 3 
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TAPE LIST NO. 71 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes -$4.00; 60 minutes
$3.00; 45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. All monies must be 
in U.S. currency. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

156 What God Will Do For His People After the 
Purification (2TG 43:3-5) .......................... 60 

157 A Well-Ordered Life I How Were E. G. White's Writings 
Compiled? Can We Change, Abridge, Simplify Them? .. 60 

158 Perfection of Character .............................. 90 
161 The Courtroom Scene of Revelation 4 .................. 60 
162 Lessons From the Life of Elisha and Those Who Are 

Called to be Workers Together With God-4T 611:2 .... 60 
167 Time of Preparation-Be Ye Ready .................... 60 
168 The Four Roads of Zechariah 6-

Which One Shall We Take? ........................ 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

129 Enduring Until the End ............................. 60 
134 Inspiration's Explanation of an Apparent Discrepancy 

Concerning the Seven Seals and 
the Seven Trumpets (BT 3:1:33) ................... 90 

135 Justification By Faith-The Work of God in Laying 
the Glory of Man in the Dust ....................... 90 

137 A Comparative Study on Kingdom Texts ............... 90 
138 Our Reasonable Service ............................. 90 
139 "Should Be Committed to Memory," "Written in Mind 

and Heart" and "Read Everyday" ................... 60 
140 More Than a Prophet ............................... 60 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of theM. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is well worth listening to and digesting. 0 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"The old year, 1887 [2005], is nearly closed, and 1888 [2006] is about 
to be ushered in. What advancement have we made in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ during the past year? Have we, as individual workers togeth
er with God, with deep earnestness reviewed the life of the past year? Have 
we thoughtfully, solemnly, and prayerfully taken in the situation as to our 
relation to God and to His work? As ambassadors for Christ shall we at 
this critical period of the history of the church, when the nations of the 
world are almost universally wavering between infidelity and idolatry, 
consider the signs of the times? Shall we hear the voice of God through 
His Word, giving warnings and appeals and commands, calling us to a 
new contest by a new and more thorough consecration of ourselves, of all 
our entrusted capabilities and powers? My brethren and sisters who are 
engaged in the solemn work of being the mouthpiece of God, be sure that 
the treasure house of the heart is pure and holy."-19MR 318:1. 

Brother, Sister, are you taking particular notice of the italicized words 
in the above quotation? Are you resolutely determined to be serious with 
the Lord, to put away everything that savors of an unholy nature? Are you 
willing to die daily to self? Are you willing, by the grace of God, to make 
everything wrong right with Him and with your fellowmen, putting away 
every secret or open sin? Or are you waiting for a more convenient sea
son? What thoughts will you be cherishing as 2006 is ushered in? Getting 
and spending for earthly gain, or surrendering to and sacrificing for Him 
who gave so much for you? Only as you are determined that your charac
ters will not have one spot or stain, that you put away every secret or open 
sin, will you be assured that you will endure to the end, and thus be among 
the saved. Remember, "what we do not overcome, will overcome us and 
work out our destruction" (SC 33:0). Are we willing to pay the full price? 
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