
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

Anticipating Spring 

When Wintertime seems very {ong, 
Remember comes the robin's song; 

As wef{ as j{owers in g{orious bfoom, 
As wiyed away in Winter's g{oom. 

Our lives are as the seasons go, 
A time to rest and time to grow; 
And Spring personifies the Christ 

Who broke the bonds of death' s dark strife! 
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So {et us neither weep nor wane, 
Because the skies wi{{ smi{e again; 

And when we fee[ the weight of care, 
Remember Got! is afways there! 

-Sancie Earman King 

"Thou hast set 
a[{ the borders 

of the earth: Thou 
hast made summer 

and winter." 
Ps. 74:17 
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CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
The 1973 Field T.rip, Seminm; and Publishing Efforts 

PartS 

Jeriel K Bingham 

I In November 1972, M. J. Bingham 
underwent life-saving surgery to 

remove a stomach ulcer. Instead of 
resting and recuperating, he entered 
the fray a few months after a major 
operation. In the April 1970-April 

·~1973 Educator, Brother Bingham 
looked back on his brush with death. 
Written while he was still recovering 
from surgery in the hospital, it was 
entitled "A Personal Word." 
"Dear Brethren, 

"This issue of The EDUCATOR, 

overnight, then sent me to the 
hospital miles where 
after two blood transfusions and 
I.V.'s around the clock for ten 
with a Levine tube in my stomach all 
the successful surgery was 
done a skillful 'second hand' of 
the Great Surgeon, as the surgeon 

Apostle] referred to himself. 
"Now as I write these lines three 

weeks later, after a recovel)' remark
able to doctors and nurses here at the 
hospital, it is but two days till Thanks-

o.Hvuu. .• ,u, was sched- and home again! 
publica- "Many will have much with 

tion. But as the poet Bums it, which to endow the day with thank
'The best laid schemes o' mice and ful content and lasting memory for 
men aft gang agley.' them. But none will have more than 

"Brother and Sister Warden spent I. 
' a weekend with us enroute to their "Through these three weeks of ' 

gathering in Salem, and again on ordeal, out in the grey stretch of 
their return trip. The flagging mo- the valley of the shadow, messages 
mentum-nearly forty years of it-- to engender faith and hope and cour
of an early start barely sustained me age have kept coming through from 
through their visits and until we bid 1 near and far. I wish I might print all 
them God's speed, then ran out. of them for the comfort and encour-

"That was early Monday mom- agement of others. Space, al-
ing, October 30 [1972]. be- lows for but one-the one which 
come critically worse by the next grabbed the hardest and gripped the 
morning, I was not many hours re- firmest: 
moved from the morgue. Realizing " 'You are not engaged in your 
the danger, Sister Bingham rushed own work. You are doing the work of 

to the small local hospital where God. Surrender your will and way to 
gave me I.V.'s and kept me Him.'-MH 513:4. 



BASHAl'{ TIDINGS 

most and 
appreciation for all the beautiful 
cards of faith and and courage, 
aU the burdened prayers, aU the so
licitous letters and phone and 
all the earnest prayers in behalf of 
Sister as many 

had it the hardest. 
"With Cmistian love and appreci-

er tlmgnam wrote the above 
he has made such remarkable prog
ress that he is now on a field for 

his son JerieL 
several weeks in England, and are 
now on their way to the West Indies 
and South America." 

Brother wrote the arti-

1

; des for the itself a consid-
erable but the typing and 
• a labmious and HH,.,-,.,v>">UHllH)'; 
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on a lme, coummg the words in a ti
tle, backspacing from the middle of 
the line, and then in the title. 
It was eye straining and time-con-

work as the Educators 
neared their their 
·was still a co-productive effort, 
as it had been from the '-'"'iS'wnu,5 

1957. 
Three events, requiring a large in

vestment of time, energy, and dedi
cation, marked Brother Bingham's 
life in 1973: he embarked on an ex-
tended field mounted a 
and published the next to L1.e last Ed
ucator (April 1973) to
taling forty-four pages. In ad(lltlon. 

he published a Sabbath School les
son and a field letter for the seminar, 

maintained much of his regular 
correspondence to the field. By any 

the year was with 
. all the more remarkable since 

Brother was now 
years old. 

1973 Edu
cator was an exercise in faith due to 
Brother health. This issue 
ran an article on the school of the 
nn,nhPN noti.ng that Bashan was re-

Most typewriters of that era could the school in the form of 
not make requiring the seminars: "Announcement is here-
ist to make as many as six separate with made that the long defunct 
typewriter functions to create the school of the prophets established at 
symbol. Similarly, typewriters could Carmel is now being restored at 
not automatically center type, though Carmel's successor-Bashan .... " 
the function could be accomplished I Another article was entitled "Sharp 
by counting total number of spaces Tongue, Strong Language?" It raised, 
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I 
and responded to, theissueof"sharp" Brother Bingham's tongue and Ian-
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language. guage before accepting any truth 
"Question: Is it not, Brother R, Brother Bingham presents, one must 

your sharp tongue and strong lan- reckon with two important facts: 
guage that make Davidians fear to "First, a teaching is never to be 
meet you? Can't you see that you judged and related to upon the basis 
would get a lot further with all con- of the way it is attired and presented, 
cemed if you would change your tac- but purely upon the basis of whether 
tics and become more gentle and or not it is true. 
conciliatory like Brother Roden and "Second, knowing to a point of 
Brother Johnson and even Brother moral certainty that the bound-up 
Warden? testimony of the ROD which he is 

"Answer: Although the question publishing is the only salvation to 
rings of sincerity, that does not im- poor, bedeviled, case-hardened, stiff
pregnate it with wisdom and thus necked, divided Davidia, also to 
make it a wise question; for sincerity Laodicea, he dare not fail to make it 
all too infrequently equates with as incisive and strong as needs be to 
truth and wisdom. wake up the slumbering virgins and 

"Brother Bingham regrets very make full impact upon their minds. 
much the sharp-tongue and strong- He dare not mince words, leave his 
language image of him projected by language fuzzy and dull, or dress up 

I 
the questioner, whether the image is the ROD's warning testimony in fair 
merited or unmerited or partly mer- words and fine speech in an effort to 

· ited. He devoutly wishes he was, and placate and please and win over the 
is striving by God's grace to become, prejudiced and unreconstructed ex
the nice sweet fellow his critics and Carmelite factions. 
traducers fancy themselves to be, so "He dare not fail to heed and to 
he might speak the unvarnished tmth apply with earnestness and vigor 
to them without offending them. But Inspiration's charge: 'My message to 
since the Lord Himself with 'tears in you is: No longer consent to listen 
His Voice' was unable to avoid of- without protest to the perversion of 
fending His enemies, it seems to be truth. Unmask the pretentious soph
ask:ing a little too much offrail mor- istries.' -1 SM 196:4." 
tal to avoid what even the Saviour in This Educator also addressed the 
His sinless perfection was not whol- claim, advanced by the Salem fac
ly able to avoid. tion, that Brother Houteff had told 

"Then, too, if one must indulge someone that after Mt. Carmel, the 
the judicial luxury of justifying headquarters of the work would be at 
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Salem, South Carolina, where Broth
er Houteff had established a home 
for the elderly. 

Brother Bingham wrote, "Anoth-
er cunningly devised fable which the 

I 
devil has worked up into another 
wind of doctrine blowing through 
Davidia to 'deceive the very elect if 
possible' is the apocryphal report that 
Brother Houteff told a certain broth-

-------·--·--~---~ 

VOLUME 22, NUMBER~ I 

the 1970s, along with a complex sys-1' 
tern of keeping time based on new 
moons and celestial movements. All ' 
of this was rolled into what Johnson 
called the "Creation Calendar Re
search Association." He devised a 
"good" and a "bad" branch: he held 
that his faction, the "Isaac branch" 
was good, whereas Roden's faction, 
the "Ishmael branch" was bad. M. J. 

er now deceased, who told another, I Bingham, who had investigated the 
who in turn told others who are now branch when it appeared before 
telling the world (publishing there- V. T. Houteff's death, would have 
port ... ) that after Carmel the head- none of the branch and its feast-keep
quarters would be at Salem, South ing agenda, whether styled "Isaac" 
Carolina, U.S.A." He gave five rea- or "Ishmael." Keeping the feasts be
sons why this claim was untenable, fore the Kingdom was wrong, he be
the main reason being that no such lieved, and he would not keep silent 
statement was published in the Rod, about it. In the ,~.plill970·Aprill973 

, and Davidians were obligated to be- Educator, he published two lengthy 
IIieve and teach only that which is articles against Johnson's version 

published in the message. I of feast keeping, entitled "Creation 
Periodically, the notion of feast Calendar Research vs. ROD." The 

keeping makes it way through Da- strongest evidence against keeping 
·1 vidia. In the late 1960s and early the feasts, Brother Bingham pointed 

1970s, Verlis Johnson was trying to out, was found in The Symbolic 
fan the embers of this idea. The 1 Code: "In our study of this prophecy 
earliest advocate of feast keeping [Nahum 1:15], we learned that this 
was the branch founder, B. L Roden, happens when the Assyrian falls, but 

; who claimed to be Elijah the Tishbite the Lord's cali to the Church in !sa
and the restorer of all things. (His iah 52 to awake comes first. After she 
claim to be Elijah worked well awakes she is to behold something 
enough among his adherents until he and she is to do something. What is 
died in 1978, when most of his mem- she to do?-She is to keep her. 
bers drifted away upon his going solemn feasts. She is to perfonn her 
down, rather than up, as had Elijah.) vows. From this we understand that 
Verlis Johnson, a one-time adherent at the close of the Assyrian period 
of Roden's, was pushing the feasts in and in the time when the wicked no 
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longer will be in the Church, God's kept now. Right logic, and right con
people in it are to keep their solerrm elusion-if no altering, qualifying 
feasts and perform their vows. The factors enter the equation anywhere 
Lord's Supper being one of the along the line. But precisely such 
solemn feasts, it will be celebrated factors do enter. To clear the concern, 
next in the time when the wicked are consideration of the primary factor 
no more to pass through the Church" · will suffice. That factor is spelled out 
(12Code 6 & 7:15, 16). This Code in Isaiah 1:2-15, only verses 11-15 of 
statement is strong, and Brother which I quote here." 
Bingham added weight to the point These verses declare that ancient 
in the same Educator: "Here in the Israel's observance offeasts and new 
most dear, certain, and absolute moons was not acceptable to God, 
enunciation of the truth, Inspiration and the text even terms such obser
validates the time for keeping the vances "an abomination." Noted 

. feasts. That time, as your eyes certify Brother Bingham, "Because of ls-

I 
to your brain, is not now as Johnson rael's rebellion, iniquities, and cor
positively affirm, but tomorrow, after ruptions (verses 2-4), their prayers 
the purification, when the wicked are and their services became an abomi-

1

. 

no more." nation unto God-worse by far than 
Like a jack-in-the-box that kept if they had discarded and discontin- 1 

popping up after being swatted ued them altogether. Thus, God long 
1 down, the feast-keeping issue kept regarded them as not keeping the 
1 reappearing, prompting Brother statutes, and, worse, held them to a 
· Bingham to write a letter dated Oc- far heavier accountability for even . 

tober 13, 1972, which he published daring to worship Him in their deep- I 
in the April1970-Aprill973 Educa- dyed apostasy, in consequence of 
tor. The letter focused on a would-be which He pronounced upon them ret-
feast-keeper's point that according to 
Leviticus 23:31, the generations of 
Israel would not cease, and, there
fore, observing the feasts would not 
cease, either. 

Brother Bingham responded, 
"Now your point is, I would suppose, 
that since the generations of Israel 
are still in existence, and since they 
were to keep the statutes throughout 

generations, then they are to be 

ribution." 
The Educator was concerned not 

only with the doctrinal but the per- I 
sonal and practical aspects of the 
Rod movement. Toward the end of 
theAprill970-April 1973 Educator, 
there appeared a request for "United 
Prayer" and notice of "Obituary and 
Appointment." Brother Bingham be
lieved in prayer, yet he did not expect 
that prayer alone would raise build-
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ings, comfort the distraught, heal the I wish to have their names removed 
sick, or publish literature. Prayer, he from the Association's mailing list, 
believed, prepared one for action, I will please notify the office." This 
and as long as his mental and physi- notice was unusual, given Brother 1 

cal strength permitted, he united the Bingham's persistent dedication to 
two. sending The Educator both to fliend 

Always conscious ofLI-J.e frailty of and foe. The notice was significant, 
life, Brother Bingham used the pass- however, signaling that a major shift 
ing of believers to encourage the in emphasis would shortly occur: the 
flock to examine themselves. The work for Davidia, begun in 1957, 
obituary in the April 1970-April would close in 1974 with the final is-
1973 Educator read, "Since the last sue of The Educator. 
EDUCATOR entered your homes, we 
have been saddened to see seven 
more Association members felled by 
the grim reaper." Stephen Burke was 
one of those who had died, and since 
he had been vice president of the As
sociation, the vacant position now 
called for an appointment. Wrote 
Brother Bingham in the April 1970-
April 1973 Educator, "The untimely 
passing of Brother Burke left the As
sociation without a vice president, 
thus calling for the appointment of 
one to fill his place. Brother John E 
Willmore (whose grandparents emi
grated to Dominican Republic from 
the United States after the Declara
tion of Emancipation), a long-time 
Davidian and charter member of the 
Association and its representative in 
Dominican Republic, has been ap
pointed to the Office for the next two 
years." 

This Educator closed with a "Re
quest For Removal of Names From 
Mailing List," stating, "Any who 

The removal notice was followed 
by a call for help at Bashan, and the 
issue closed with the song by Lucin
da Ray Allen, "Glory, Glory, Hallelu
jah," which is today part of the 
Bashan Hymnody. 

In its forty-four pages, The Edu- 1 

cator performed several functions: it 
encouraged the flock, reported de
velopments of the work, responded 
to en-or, informed about transitions 
in officers, and inspired its readers. 
The publication was an exercise in i 

versatility and an example of the 
power of the written word. For any
one who thought about it-and some 
readers did-the production of The 
Educator was a singular expression 
of faith and devotion to the cause. In 
the universal reckoning of things, 
some of it was of a truly universal 
nature, being fresh with insight and 
truth. Other parts of it responded to 
spiritual childishness, such as the 
feasts-calendar-new moons fad, and 
thus produced reactive, rather than 
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proactive, truths. In the higher frame
work that is built on universal truths, 
issues such as feast keeping reveal 
the persistent smallness of the human 
mind and its love for making issues 
of the wrong points. Why, then, did 
M. J. Bingham consistently deal with 
such issues? The measure of a man 
is in taking up the work right before 
him-in this case, resisting those 
who sought to muddy the doctrinal 
waters-rather than seeking a work 
that might have been excellent but 
that remained for another time and 
generation to accomplish. Thus, 
rather than walking away from the 
confrontation between the Rod and 
those who sought to add to, subtract 
from, or divide the message, he en
ergetically engaged the foes of the 
message. 

Since feast keepers still agitate the 
feasts, the articles in The Educator 
provided light not only for that era 
but also for a time to come-similar 
to Joseph's provisioning of Egypt. 
Since the feast fad has, and will 
again, raise its head among Davidi
ans, the articles in The Educator can 
provide insight and understanding if 
the time comes for such a response. 

Far more important than the feast 
fad was the building of Bashan 
House. By early 1973, the house was 
completed, the office was located on 
the first floor, and the camp was set 
for endeavors ahead. TheAprill970-
April 1973 Educator earned an arti-
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cle entitled, "Build a Fort-Set the 
Camp." It noted, "All who truly be
lieve and love ALL the ROD, and who 
are therefore truly burdened to see 
Bashan House, The citadel ('fort or 
'ramparts'-lSRod 128:2), builded 
and the camp set for the resumption 
and triumphant finishing of the siege, 
will joyously welcome the good 
news that the finish-work on the sec
ond and third floors is proceeding 
well and that, the Lord's willing, the 
House (even, we dare hope and pray, 
the special facilities for the School of 
the Prophets) should be in readiness 
for the seminar gathering (the first 
session of the school) come the last 
ten days of July this summer." 
Despite this progress, Bashan still 
looked like a work in development 
The roads were rough, the area 
around the house needed landscap
ing, and the place still had a bit of the 
pioneer atmosphere with a herd of 
goats, a flock of chickens, and sever
al dogs and cats completing the ani
mal population. As always there was 
more work than workers. The April 
1970-April 1973 Educator ran a no
tice entitled "Urgently Needed." It 
said, "Urgently needed is the follow
inghelp-

"Either a qualified office worker 
(typist, etc.) or someone who can be 
trained for the office work here at 
Bas han. 

A 
keeper. 
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A landscaper and gardener. Caribbean islands, and Miami. In 
An experienced carpenter, plum- New York they lodged in a Davidian 

ber, and electrician." home in a run-down section of 
This announcement sounds as rel- Brooklyn, prompting Brother Bing

evant today as it was in 1973. Typ- ham to declare that the government 
ists came and went, as did vegetari- was guilty for allowing such condi
an cooks and housekeepers (one not- tions, and the area should be "evac
ing, as she departed, that she did not I uated and incinerated." This state
think doing laundry was doing the ment was informed by his conviction 
Lord's work), the landscaping and that believers should leave the cities 
gardening work was taken up first by and by his outrage that society would 
Brother Powell, then the Bingham tolerate such poverty and squalor. 
brothers, and the general mainte- News of Brother Bingham's 
nance man was found when a local arrival in the city spread among 
handyman, Ernest Moudy, was hired Bashan Davidians and among an as
in 1974. Carpenters, plumbers, and sortment of what Brother Bingham 
electricians would come and go over liked to call "the humbuggers." Win
the years, none staying very long and I ston Rose was one of those who 
each adding to, or subtracting from, showed up at the New York meet
the quality of the work-an inevita- ings. He had started his House of 
ble development with a volunteer David movement in the 1960s and 
workforce. had visited Bashan in 1972 with a 

The physical structure was now in Cadillac full of young men to study 
place for a meeting, and believers with Brother Bingham. Rose had 
were eager to see the progress of fallen under the spell of the "forty 
Bashan and hear Brother Bingham's year" doctrine, holding that the forty 
studies on the pastures and typolo- years of ancient Israel's wanderings 
gies. The first seminar held at Bashan applied to the Davidian movement. 

I would take place toward the end of He believed that the massive 1970 
July 1973, but before it did, Brother earthquake in Nicaragua was a ful
Bingham felt called to press forward fillment of the earthquake of Reve
with the fieldwork. lation 11:19. The year 1970 marked 

In the spring of 1973, Brother forty years from the start of the Rod 
Bingham decided to launch out into message in 1930-that was factual 
the field again, and with son Jeriel as -but what was speculative was his 
assistant and baggage carrier, he left application of the period. Rose was 
in February 1973 for an extended not the only Davidian theorist to dab
field trip to New York, London, the ble in the forty-year idea. Don Adair 
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themized that the date of his move to David" showed up at the Brooklyn 
Salem, South Carolina, in 1970 was meetings to interrogate M. J. Bing
a fulfillment of the forty-year period. ham. Rose hoped to show his knowl
Brother Bingham pointed out that the edge by thrusting and parrying with 
Rod does not apply the period, thus Brother Bingham. Taking the ques
making it typologically non-func- tions in stride, Brother Bingham an
tiona!. Further, he noted, if any group swered from the Rod, refused to en
could lay claim to the forty-year gage in rhetorical competition, and 
period, that group was Bashan since Rose had to subside. 
the Association moved from Califor- After strengthening the group in 
nia to Missouri in 1970, forty years New York, Brother Bingham and son 
after the start of the Rod movement flew on to London, where they 
and before Adair moved to Salem. stayed with the Powells for several 
Yet Brother Bingham refrained from weeks, once again seeking to 
using this easily-applied time period, strengthen the believers. Meetings 
noting in the April 1973-Sept. 197 4 were held both in London and Luton, 
Educator, "But we dare not take the and the believers were edified with 
liberty they take with the ROD, to studies on the Jacob typology, the 
make what they make of the date of pastures, and the working of Inspira
the move (1970) eastward from the tion. 
West Coast. The ROD-the golden Brother Bingham believed the 

I
. bowl-is totally silent concerning trip should be educational for the 

any typological significance attach- twelve and a half year old in his 
ing to the forty-year period from charge, so when the Powells invited 
1930 to 1970. Totally silent, let it be Brother Bingham and Jeriel to see 
repeated and emphasized. And where some of London's sights, especially 

, the ROD is totally silent, we must be Westminster Abbey, Brother Bing
totally silent Yet more than one Da- ham agreed. Standing in Westminster 
vidian has been tempted to toy with Abbey, they saw a burial plaque ded
it. But whoever has done so has been icated to "Sir Richard Bingham." 
embarrassed." Despite this sound ' "That's about as far back as your 

i reasoning, the idea has unending al- ancestors go," Brother Bingham said 
lure, and many would-be prophets to Jeriel. The name "Bingham" is 
have continued to draw upon it. derived from the Danes, who were 

Armed with visions of earth- among the many invaders who set
quakes and forty-year and tled in the British and means 
sporting full beards, Rose and his "Home of the Bings." Like other 
young followers in the "House of English surnames with the suffix 
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"ham" (for "home"), the letter lhJ is Jamaica, where they stayed with Sis
silent, thus properly being pro- ter Ferguson, the mother of Sister 
nounced "Bing-urn." Joyce Powell. Sister Ferguson made 

Like many Americans of his her home at Elliston Road available 
generation of Anglo-Saxon origin, for studies, and the word went out 
Brother Bingham had much affection that M. J. Bingham was in town. The 
for England, in part derived from his Bashan group, including Brother and 
English ancestry on both parents' Sister Nicholson, were delighted to 
sides, as well as his appreciation of have Brother Bingham among them 
British poets, especially Alfred and it was a time to renew old bonds 
Houseman and his book of poems, and rekindle faith in the message. 
"A Shropshire Lad." After Westmin- Brother Bingham sent out word 
ster Abbey, they saw St. Paul's that Davidians, regardless of faction, 
Cathedral and had to try to make a were welcome at the meetings if they 
graceful escape from the street pho- came with open minds and a good 
tographers who tried to take one's I spirit. Numerous Davidians from 
photo for a fee. They also saw Big I Don Adair's Salem faction attended 
Ben and Epping Forrest of Robin the meetings. Adair, a one-time 
Hood lore. Bashan supporter, had invented the 

Wherever he was, Brother Bing- idea of Carmel-in-three-parts as a 
ham took a keen interest in the poli- way of trying to get away from the 

history, geography, and culture textual imperative, "Let them feed in 
around him. He believed it was Bashan." Adair, casting about for a 
wrong to be one-dimensional and did rhetorical strategy to to compete 
not much care for those who cultivat- with the clarity and conciseness of 
ed religiosity rather than knowledge "Let them feed in Bashan," could 
and who refused to appreciate the only alight on a single, unassuming 
world around them. His interests word, "midst," to build his interpre
were wide since he believed God was tation. This word was just a little hal
also the God of knowledge, and he loon of a grammatical unit but when 
respected both formal learning and filled with hot air, it stretched and be
science in their proper perspectives: came, with Adair's blowing, a three 
used correctly, he saw these fields as part pasture. Where, asked discern
tools for advancing the cause of the ing readers, did the Rod say anything 
Kingdom. about a three-part pasture? The idea 

It was time to leave cold England was not in the Rod. Brother Bingham 
I for sunny Caribbean. The next part refuted this idea, showing that the 
1 of the journey took them to Kingston, "midst of Carmel" meant the center, 
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middle, or he:ut of Cannel and could a time of seed sowing, and the grow
not be stretched out to apply to a geo- ing and reaping would not come un
graphical concoction of three differ- til later. 
ent places. Further, he showed that Leaving Jamaica, Brother Bing
according to Micah 7: Carmel ham and son traveled to Dominican 
would wither and Bashan would take Republic, where Brother Willmore 
its place. labored to hold together a remnant of 

Why would the Salemites listen the Davidian movement from Mt. 
to Brother Bingham? Always con- CaJ:mel days. Brother Willmore was 
tentuous. they were angry at Salem a grandson of freed American slaves 
proprietor, Don Adair, for seeking to who were sent to Dominican Repub
control the assets of their association lie after the U.S. Civil War, and thus 
in Jamaica, especially since it was spoke English as his first language, 
supported by local members, not by while being fluent in Spanish. He 
Adair. Eventually, the split became lived inland from the Santo 
so severe that it resulted in legal Domingo, in the city of San Cristo
action, and when Adair traveled to bal. Political tensions were high in 

i Jamaica to repossess his "assets," he the country since the military had 
was arrested and jailed for a short seized power and tanks and heavily 
time on charges of burglary. Some armed troops guarded the highways 
good came of this event, however, and intersections. Driving from Sar1 
because the Salemites were disposed I Cristobal to Santo Domingo for Sab
to listen to Brother Bingham. bath studies required frequent stops 

Brother Bingham's trip to Jamai- at checkpoints. Once in San- , 
ca reinforced the faith of the small to Domingo, Brother Bingham found I 
Bashan group, while providing a a group of 35 or 40 people eager to i 

contrast to the bitterness and frac- hear the Rod. With Brother Willmore 
tiousness of the Salem group. The translating, the extended for 
time between seed sowing and seed well over two hours. Although the 
growing is not short. The seed Broth- people were glad to hear the Rod, 
er Bingham sowed in 1973 would had been the branch 
start growing in 1979 and 1980 when message and raising questions 
some of the Salemites joined the about feast keeping, a pet branch 
Bashan Association, where they fo- doctrine. One brother in particular 
cused on more and produc- pressed the feast issue, prompting 
tive things than the fighting and fac- Brother Willmore to rebuke him in 
tionalism of the Salemites. Brother Spanish. Brother Bingham took it in 
Bingham's trip to Jamaica, then, was good humor, pointing 
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cording to the Rod, the feasts would out of the Bible." Brother Bingham 
not be re-instituted until the King- replied, "I didn't write that text, 
dom. The sojourn in Dominican Brother, and we can't take what we 
Republic was, once again, a work of want and refuse what we don't 
shoring up the old landmarks and en- want." This statement did not pacify 
couraging the faithful, who had the brother, who remained deter
dwindled to a handful. 1 mined to keep women out of the 

From Dominican Republic, 144,000. 
Brother Bingham and son next trav- Packed into Brother Symonds' 
eled to St. Lucia, where they stayed little Renault station wagon, Brother 
for perhaps two weeks. Here they Bingham and son traveled to Anse -
encountered Louis Dantzie again. La-Raye to hold studies. It was a 
Dantzie was the leader of the David- postcard beautiful little village by the 
ian group in a village outside the cap- ocean, with palm trees waving in the 

i ital, Castries, and made it a point to breeze and roadside vendors selling 
I irritate and aggravate local Adven- fruits, vegetables, and cooked food. 

tists with his confrontational tactics. The Davidian group had its own 
In Castries, the Binghams stayed meeting place, where Sabbath stud
with a brother who had been intro- ies were held. Most of those who 
duced to, but did not understand attended spoke patois, a French ere
much of, the Rod. His house stood ole dialect, so Brother Dantzie trans
about two hundred feet up a steep hill lated. Brother Bingham, who was 
approached by dozens of concrete experienced in speaking with a trans
steps. The hill was so steep and hard lator, spoke distinctly and slower 
that locals humorously called it "Mt. than usual to allow for translation. 
Calvary." UndetelTed, Brother Bing- Strangely, the translating took longer 
ham struggled up the hill and settled than necessary. A short, declarative 
into the home. His studies were well sentence by Brother Bingham took 
attended, and Brother Symonds, the no longer than a half a minute would 
longtime leader of the work in St. ' be stretched out by Brother Dantzie 
Lucia, brought several young men to into a three or four minute lecture. 
the meetings. All went well until the Afterwards, Brother Bingham said to 
issue of the came up: would Jeriel, "Did you see what that rascal 
women be in the number? Yes, said was doing? He's in his own 
Brother Bingham, women would in- ideas-that's why he took so long to 

I deed be in the number. The man of I translate the study." The group in 
I the house .. roar- I Anse-La-Raye had never been fully 
1 ing, "That page deserves to be for Bashan, in large measure because 



BASHAN TIDINGS 

they were misled by Dantzie. It was 
a case of local religious proprietor 
needing the services of the foreign 
evangelist but still determined to 
control his little business. Brother 
Bingham understood this equation 
perfectly and yet gave the people of 
the Anse-La-Raye company an op
portunity to take their stand for 
Bashan. He believed, as he said 
many times, that "time and chance 
happeneth to them all." Yet a deeper 
truth was that he put forth the effort 
to be the human instrument used to 
extend that time and chance. Thus, 
time and chance are made operative 
when a human being responds to the 
divine call, and in his fifty years of 
service for the Rod, Brother Bing
ham never lost sight of the need for 
the human instrument to put the 
divine agenda into operation. 

In 1973, there was a colorful array 
of small inter-Caribbean airlines, 
such as LIAT (Leeward Islands Air 
Transport) and BWIA (British West 
Indian Airways). The Binghams next 
went "island hopping" on a small 
LIAT prop-jet to Grenada and St. 
Vincent, where during Old Carmel 
days the Rod had taken hold. Brother 
Bertrand in Grenada had remained in 
contact with Bashan, and Brother 
Bingham took the time and effort to 
see and study with him. This part of 
the trip, like much that preceded it, 
was mostly small-scale religion: 

I finding one or two, here and there, in 
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the byways and highways, mainly 
the "lame, the halt, and the blind." 
Brother Bingham, however, liked to 
quote the text about not despising the 
day of small things, and if the oppor
tunity to reach hundreds did not 
arise, he took the opportunity to 
reach two or three where possible. 
He liked to say that Jesus never 
turned down a "one soul audience," 
and in the long teaching career of 
M. J. Bingham, he indeed had many 
"one soul audiences." An accountant 
might call the endeavor a "high ex
penditure, low return" work. That is, 
the investment in time, money, and 
energy was high, while the possibil
ity of gathering widespread support 
and large numbers of people was 
low. None of this mattered toM. J. 
Bingham, however. He believed he I 
was answering to the Great Accoun- I 
tant who did not reckon salvation in 
dollars and cents. 

From St. Lucia, Brother Bingham 
and son traveled to Trinidad, which 
at the time had the largest Davidian 
company in the Caribbean. They 
were hospitably accommodated at 
the home of Godfrey Cato, who ran 
a pottery business and seemed to be 
a .zealous advocate of the Rod. The 
group, established in the 1950s, had 
dwindled away in the 1960s but by 
1973 had revived, with as many as 
fifty people attending meetings in 
Brother Cato's back yard. News of 
Brother Bingham's arrival traveled 
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quickly, and the group swelled with said, "Do you see what these fellows 
curious Adventists and even some lo- are up to? They're all jockeying for 
cal onlookers. Brother Bingham de- position:' Thus, while M. J. Bing
livered powerful studies on the pas- I ham was working hard to sow the 
tures, the Jacob typology, and the I seeds of the Rod and Bashan, others 
Elijah typology. Sitting in the hot had the seeds of political self-inter
tropical air on hard wooden planks est in their hearts, seeds that would 
with no backs, the people-mostly in one day germinate and spring to life, 
their 20s--expressed the usual desire producing a number of aggressive 
to continue on to the end, to be faith- anti-Bashan factions. 
ful, to be one of the elect, and to Trinidad lies near the coast of 
make it into the Kingdom. Still, an South America, and it was to Guy
undercurrent of personal antago- ana, South America that Brother 
nism, office seeking, and unbelief Bingham and son traveled next. They 
ran through the assembly. A number were met at the airport by Jeriel's 
of ambitious young men saw an op- uncles, Sam and Sheik Rohoman, 1 
portunity for personal advancement and taken to Georgetown where they I 

I 

and position. Some of those who stayed with his aunt, Ruby Roho- I 
attended the meetings convinced man. For Brother Bingham, the trip 
themselves that they believed the to Georgetown was something of a 
entire Rod message. In truth, they homecoming since he had spent time 
became Davidians because they in Guyana in 1953 and 1954. Soon 
were convinced of the Rod's position after arriving in Guyana, Brother . 
on a single issue, the three days and Bingham set up studies at the home I 
three nights. Originally members of I of a sister who was studying the Rod. 
the Seventh-day Church of God, they Once again, an assortment of listen
became SDAs through the Rod mes- ers showed up: Bashan believers, 
sage, yet nurtured doubts on numer- Adventists, and a few adherents of 
ous teachings of the Rod. These various Davidian and branch fac
doubts incubated, in time causing tions. Inevitably, some of those pres
them to leave the Rod and seek a ent tried to get Brother Bingham off 
comfortable embrace of position and track but he refused to be baited into 
fellowship in the Adventist Church. dealing with disputes and disrup- I 
Others, who have today started their 1 tions, instead persistently guiding the 
own factions, saw an opportunity to study back on track. His handling of 
become leaders, which Brother the situation showed how to stay 
Bingham clearly foresaw. Turning to focused on one's message rather than 

one day, Brother Bingham letting someone take control and 
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hijack the meetings. 
Hymn books were limited and 

when it came time to sing, Sister 
Stanley called out the words to the 
verses, and those without books fol
lowed along. Over the course ofthe 
stay in Guyana, Brother Bingham 
gave studies on the prophetic pas
tures, the Elijah typology, and the 
Jacob typology. Once again, the 
Bashan believers amounted to a 
handful, and once again M. J. Bing
ham put forth a maximum effort for 
"the little ones." 

The last leg of the trip took father 
and son back to the United States, 
where they landed in Miami in the 
thick of political turmoil stirred up 
hy the Watergate affair. The Bing
hams were hospitably accommodat
ed in the home of Brother and Sister 
Heastie. Once again, word went out 
that M. J. Bingham was in town, and 
when meetings were held, an amaz
ing collection of Rodenites, Salem
ite,s, independents with sore toes, and 
would-be prophets, showed up-all 
in hopes of locking horns with the re
doubtable M.J.B. No sooner had he 
started the study on the prophetic 
pastures by reading Micah 7: 14 than 
a Salemite barked, "What does the 
midst of Carmel mean?" No sooner 
did he refer to Inspiration and the liv
ing Spirit of Prophecy than a Roden
ite yelled, "Are you a prophet?" And 
the moment he referred to Old Mt. 
Carmel as the place that was dead 
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and gone, one of Willie Matthews' 
followers chortled, "But the Rod 
says that the top of Carmel will go on 
until probation closes." (Matthews 
had been .a field worker for Mt. 
Carmel and an early supporter of the 
re-organized Association but had de
parted in the mid-1960s to try, unsuc
cessfully, to start his own group.) 
Brother and Sister Rolle and Sister 
Heastie helped keep down some of 
these questions by their timely com
ments, and Brother Bingham refused 
to be knocked off course by ques
tions asked solely to harass the 
speaker and divide the audience. 
Some of the questions he ignored al
together, though the questioners, like 
small children needing to release 
pent up energy, shuffled, swayed, 
and twisted in their seats in an agony 
of childish displeasure. In response 
to other questions, he said, "Read 
what the Rod has to say on it"-to 
which the more aggressive question
ers would yell, "What does it say?" 
He replied, "Get your books and read 
it." If he thought a question came in 
good faith, he asked the questioner 
to hold it until the end of the study. 
Using these time-tested techniques 
of controlling the focus of study, he 
prevented disrupters from breaking 
up the meeting or from throwing him 
off track. After the study, the ques
tioners pressed around Brother Bing
ham, eager to take a bite out ofhim 
if possible. They sought to prove a 
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i 
I point, to show they could stand up to I asked, "Brethren, you who profess to 

a big man, and to show they knew seek the Kingdom of God, what will 
something. The atmosphere was you sacrifice to secure an appoint
heavy with suspicion, hostility, and ment with God? Will you trim budg
jealousy. (Often Brother Bingham ets, skimp and scrape and even bor
would smile ruefully and quote an row if necessary? Prove yourselves 
anonymous saint who supposedly herewith. 'Gather yourselves togeth
said, "How these Christians love one er, that I may tell you that which shall 
other!") Some were offended that befall you in the last days. Gather 
Brother Bingham had called them yourself together. .. ye sons ofJacob.' 
"humbuggers" or "imposters" or Gen. 49:1, 2. 'Sanctify yourselves, 
"charlatans." The shoe fit but they re- and come.' 1 Sam. 16:5. 'Prove your 
fused to wear it. own self.' 2 Cor. 13:5. 

Rather than preventing adver- "When?-the last ten days of 
saries from coming to the meeting, July, 1973. 
Brother Bingham sometimes al- "Where-Bashan 
lowed them to attend and hear the "Why?-To study the most ur-
message, generally believing that gent 'very present-truth' aspects of 
"time and chance happeneth to them the ROD's revelation of what is to be
ali." If he believed someone was an fall us in these last days. 
incurable adversary bent on creating "Who will be eligible to attend? 
division rather than listening, he did -All who are striving with all their 
not hesitate to send them paddngo As might to be among the Bashan Van
events at the 1973 Seminar showed, guard, and all friends of the Associ
he did not hesitate to square his jaw ation. NO ENEMIES." 
and deal sternly with enemies of the He asked in the same Educator, 

, work when needed. The Anglo-Sax- "Who are enemies?-Any and all 
I on warrior was still a strong of who are opposed to the Government 
' his character, and he did not shun war of Bashan, and who seek to oppose 

when it was called for. its work." He continued, "This ten-
From Miami, Brother Bingham day seminar at the Davidic-Levitic 

! and Jeriel returned to Missouri via Institute, the restored school of the 
OzarkAirlines. OncehomeatBashan, prophets, is being announced at this 
Brother Bingham immediately began early date in order to enable all to 
preparing for the Seminar. In the make plans, secure vacations, and to 

I Aprill970-Aprill973 Educator, he lay aside week by week the means to 
a?nounced. the fo~thcoming-and I cover expenses; ~hich, beyond ~he 
fm>t-semmar hela at Bashan. He cost of transportatiOn, travel-lodgmg 
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and food, will be very modest.. At 
Bashan, the only expenses will be for 
meals. Any who come with trailers, 
campers and tents, equipped to pre
pare most of their own meals, may 
do so." 

This announcement was followed 
by a six-page letter dated June 18; 
1973, which revealed the work and 
planning that Brother and Sister 
Bingham and others were investing 
in the meeting. It read, "Dear 
Brethren: As we write these lines, we 
need your earnest prayers more than 
ever. For while the Seminar is not far 
away, we are far away from being 
ready. Three months and three days 
away from the Office [on the field 
trip], throwing all responsibility and 
work upon Sister Bingham, with 
many adverse complications, has set 
us far in arrears with preparations for 
the meetings. So we urgently need 
much 'effectual fervent prayer which 
availeth much.' " 

The camp meeting nature of the 
seminar is captured by this state
ment: "Those who are driving are re
quested to bring, if possible, sleep
ing bags, air mattresses and folding 
cots." 

The meticulous planning of the 
event is evident from this statement: 
"There will be a total of 51-1 V2 
hours studies, two 1 hour vespers, 
two V2 hour vespers, and seventeen 
25 minute worship periods. It is sug
gested that all who want to tape the 
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worships, except for the two one
hour vespers, use the 120-minute 
cassettes or equivalent in ·reels, 
recording several worships on one 
tape, thus saving time and money." 

For those who were driving, di
rections were provided: "If you are 
coming by car and have not been 
here before, come to Billy's Trading 
Post (formerly Tony's) at the Phillips 
66 Gas Sign on Highway 86, three 
miles west of Exeter. Turn right, 
come one mile to end of black top, 
turn right on dirt road, come approx
imately two miles to four mail box
es on left-hand side of road, turn left, 
come to bottom of hill, cross creek, 
come up hill about 1 V:z miles to 
Bashan at the end of the road." 

The letter closed with these 
words: "And now please join us in 
supplicating the Lord for. the pres~ 
ence of the Holy Spirit and angels 
that for each the Seminar may be a 
decisive date with destiny." Reveal
ing the co-productive nature of the 
work, the letter was signed "M. & J. 
Bingham." 

The Seminar lasted ten days, with 
the first meeting scheduled to begin 
Friday, July 20, 1973. Davidians 
came from British Columbia and Al
berta, Canada, California, Florida, 
the East Coast, and from the Carib
bean to hear what Brother Bingham 
had termed 'the most urgent 'very
present-truth.' " The gathering in
cluded quite a number of youth, 
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especially a sizeable contingent 
brought by Brother and Sister Lemky 
from British Columbia, who at the 
time ran a group home for youth. 

The meetings took place in the 
west side of the first floor of Bashan 
House, and Brother Bingham, al-

; ways with an eye on history and 
maintaining a clear record of events, 
taped the meetings on a reel-to-reel 
recorder. The studies were deep and 
powerful and most of those who 
heard M. J. Bingham will agree that 
inspiration imbued his messages 
with power, clarity, and conviction. 

In his announcement of the semi
. nar, Brother Bingham had stressed 
I that enemies were not welcome. 
· Though each of an assortment of 

anti-Bashan factions would have 
been glad to disrupt the Seminar, the 
only faction aggressive enough to 
show up was the branch group led by 
the Rodens. Brother Bingham was 
well acquainted with the disruptive 

I tactics of the Rodens from firsthand 
I experience in the 1950s and 1960s. 

His warning that enemies would not 
be tolerated was mainly aimed at the 
branch. When the Seminar started, 
the Rodens pulled up in a big Cadil
lac, unloaded, and started walking 
around the grounds. When news 
reached Brother Bingham, he sent 
word to the Rodens to leave imme
diately. News ofRodens' descent up
on Bashan produced a much-needed 
break for the boys, however, who all 
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charged outside to confront Rodens. 
The Rodens were all smiles, claim
ing they had come to see the goat 
herd. When toid they were requested 
to leave, they replied that they were 
staying put. Without hesitation, 
Brother Bingham called the Sheriff, 
who quickly arrived, had a short talk 
with Rodens, and convinced them to 
depart. As the big Cadillac with 
Texas license plates pulled out, the 
boys yelled, "Stay in Texas!" The 
rest of the meetings went smoothly 
and there were no more disruptions. 
A few little old ladies whispered that 
this was not a Christian way to han
dle the situation but most of those in 
attendance agreed with Brother 
Bingham's forceful response. 

In September 1974, Bashan Com
munique No.3 was published to the 
field. Comprising six pages, it was 
titled "Belated 1973 Seminar News." 
Brother Bingham wrote: 

"As sure as Bashan is developing 
day by day and Bashan House stands 
sturdy and strong and imposing, 
God's citadel in a 'steadily retreat
ing' church (5T 217:2) in a revolted 
world, God has the reins in His hands 
and will bless and prosper His work. 

"In spite, though, of the enemy's 
unending merciless assaults, he has 
not been able to bring the work to 
naught. To the contrary, with every 
blow (every apostasy, every opposi
tion, every death, every crisis), the 
work has forged further ahead until 
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now Bashan House is finished, an 
adjoining dwelling [the Apartment] 
is finished, a bakery and experimen
tal kitchen just completed, and a 
number of other substantial projects 
either completed or nearing comple
tion. All that we lack now to get the 
literature flowing out in a steady 
stream are the means to purchase the 
presses, and the consecrated hearts, 
the knowledgeable heads and the 
dedicated hands to work them." 

The Communique noted that the 
1973 Seminar had made an impres
sion on the young people: 

"The Seminar was an intense but 
compensatory ten days of fellowship 
in the study of the ROD's progressive 
truth. 

"Old and young received the 
blessing they were spiritually capac
itated to received, which for some 
was very substantial, as their subse
quent letters testified. 

"Especially encouraging was the 
interest manifested by the young folk 
present. All were happy for their 
presence and response. 

"Since returning to their respec
tive homes, north, east, south, and 
west, they have been struggling in 
the battle to go forward by grace 
through faith; and a number of them 
have formed the Davidian Youth So
ciety and are striving to let their light 
shine out as far as possible. 

"By the time these lines reach the 
field, some of those young people 
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will have been back here for part of 
their summer vacation, and gone 
home again. And we expect to see 
their numbers increased at the Semi
nar next summer [1975]." 

For the Seminar, Brother and Sis
ter Bingham produced a Sabbath 
School lesson dated July 28, 1973. It 
announced its "Lesson Topic" as 
"Bind Up The Testimony Among My 
Disciples. Isa. 8:16." Drawing from 
a previous Educator, the Sabbath 
School lesson showed that the estab
lishment of the Shepherd's Rod mes
sage had been a co-productive, rather 
than singular, effort. Further, the 
work would be multi-phased (going 
from producing to "binding up") and 
would be of a successive, progres
sive nature: 

"As sure as God prepared Moses 
for his work, David for his, Elijah for 
his, John the Baptist for his, Luther 
for his, Sister White for hers, Broth
er Houteff for his, and every other 
emissary of Truth for his, He has thus 
prepared the agents who are to do the 
job of binding up 'the testimony' and I 
sealing the law among His disciples. 1 

To ascertain from the ROD itself who 
it may be that the Lord has so trained, 
we must be guided by the principle 
enunciated in the following inspired 
statement: ' ... In view ofthis fact, the 
"brethren of experience" of whom I 
she is speaking are seen to be none I 
other than the founding fathers of the 
SDA denomination, those who j 
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shared with Sister White in the expe- porters of the re-organized associa
rience of establishing the message tion, who later left with H. G. Warden 
point by point, and not those who to form the Vista, California, associ
subsequently followed on to pro- ation. Brother Bingham now used 
claim it. Clearly, then, the only pos- Brother Reichman's own words to 
sible way in which these "brethren of show that the former was one of the 
experience" can be consulted at the "brethren of experience" and one of 
present time is by giving heed to the those trained for the work. Brother 
voice left on record in their own writ- Bingham wrote, "Mark the follow
ten testimonies and in those especial- ingsignificant confession by one of 
ly of their leader and God's spokes- [Rachel's] ... chief supporters to a 
man, Sister White.'-7 Tr. 39, 40." mutual Davidian friend: 'I fully 

The Sabbath School lesson asked, agree with you, that the Lord has 
"What is the only possible way these trained, prepared, and guided Broth-
' brethren of experience' can be con- er_. ____ to fulfill prophecy. We 
sulted at the present time?" have 110 other choice but to believe 

It then quoted Timely Greetings, this, to be in harmony with PRESENT 
Volume 1, Number 1, page 20 about TRUTH. 0, how we must pray that 

I the sheep knowing voices rather than the Lord will keep him humble.'-
faces, then noted: E. F. Reichman Letter, September 9, 

"Every knowledgeable Davidian 1962." 
knows that the only one who 'shared The Sabbath School lesson then 
with [Brother Houteff] in the singu- asked, "Who, as every knowledge

liar experience of establishing the able Davidian knows, was the only 
I message point by point,' was the then one who shared with Brother Rout

assistant editor, and the now editor, eff in the singular experience of es-
ofDavidian publications. According, tablishing the message point by 
therefore, to the ROD'S definition of point?" 

i 'brethren of experience,' he is the I In 1973, nearly every reader of 
only Davidian brother of experience this statement could fill in the blank 
who can, in person, 'be consulted at (concerning the person who was a 
the present time' concerning the "man of experience") correctly: it 
binding-up or confirming of the wasM. J. Bingham. There were still 
ROD'S testimony." numerous Davidians alive from the 

The value of Brother Bingham's Old Carmel era who had seen him in 
saving and filing correspondence is action and heard in person, and who 
evident from his use of a letter from knew from expelience the breadth of 1 

E. F. Reichman, one of the early sup- his experience and the depth of his · 
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knowledge of the Rod. Today, not as 
many readers could fill in the blank 
correctly since they did not know 
Brother Bingham personally. Time 
diminishes the strength of memory, 
and history, if not written by those 
who have lived it, or by their imme
diate successors, is abducted and re· 
written by those who have no love 
for the truth, but who seek to make 
history agree with their own agenda. 
Aside from this truth is another one: 
a movement is not a one-person op
eration; there is always a leader but 
there must be many others who con
tribute to the co-productive effort. 

The topic of Inspiration and bind
ing up the Rod, then, was central at 
the 1973 Seminar, and most believ
ers understood that they were called 
in one way or another to participate 
in this work as a co-laborer and co-
producer. . 

I 
When the Seminar ended, Broth

er Bingham turned his attention to 
· putting out another issue of the Edu

cator, while working to landscape 
the Bashan grounds and plant fruit 
trees. Another important matter that 
took much time was his effort to 
bring Brother and Sister Powell and 
family from England. 

Government authorities are com
missioned to keep people out of the 
country, and when Brother Bingham 
applied for a visa for the Powells, the 
authorities sought to make it difficult 
for them to come. Brother Bingham 
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pushed back as hard as possible, 
writing to U.S. senators and con
gressman for this area and asking 
them to speak to the Immigration 
service on behalf of the Association. 
After considerable pushing and pull
ing by Brother Bingham, the govern
ment acceded and allowed the Pow
ells to come to the United States. 
Such action was characteristic of 
M. J. Binghan1. Just before the 1961 
Session, for example, he had encoun
tered problems in getting a Davidian 
from Jamaica into the country for the 
session. He declared that he would 
write to senators, congressmen, the 
State Department, and even the Pres
ident in order to open the way for this 
person. "The wheel that squeaks the 
loudest gets the most grease," he 
liked to say. 

With Bashan House completed, 
the grounds needed to be landscaped, 
especially since the soil seemed to 
grow rocks better than anything else. 
The Association could not afford to 
hire professional landscapers, so 
everyone at Bashan had to take a tum I 
at this work. With rakes, shovels, and 
picks, the crew (made up of the Bing
ham and Powell families and occa
sional visitors) would rake the rocks 
into small piles, shovel them into 
wheelbarrows, and push the wheel
barrows down to a ravine to be I 

dumped. S.ometimes, a part.icu·l· Miy I 
large rock would have to be loosened 
with several blows from a pick. 
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Brother Bingham was not a 
"board room" executive who came 
up with ideas only to let other people 
do the work. He was-often at the 
expense of important work-a 
hands-on, do-it-yourself, put-your
profession-into-practice leader. It 
was not easy for him to use a rake, 
for example, because he could not 

I stand up without his cane. The solu
tion was to make a small bench that 
he sat on as he helped clear the 
grounds of rocks. 

His small study on the second 
floor of Bashan House, which served 
as his private office, brimmed with 
catalogs for garden supplies, seeds, 
vegetables, fruit trees, and ornamen
tal trees. He was deeply interested in 
what was then commonly called "or
ganic gardening"-raising vegeta
bles without chemicals. Believing 
that this was an attainable goal, he 
bought books with titles such as 

I Organic Plant Protection, The Com
plete Book of Composting, and The 
Encyclopedia of Natural Insect & 
Disease Control. He spent much 
time studying these books and en
couraging his sons to take up the 
work of natural gardening. Studying 
the catalogs, he would order plants 
and seeds recommended for this 
area. At one time, he even drew up a 
detailed plan for companion planting 
and assigned each of three sons an 
area in the garden with specific 
plants to tend. At the end of 1973, 
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when the Powells came, Brother 
Powell took up the work of garden
ing and landscaping and Brother 
Bingham worked with him to beau
tify the grounds and raise an organic 
garden. The beautification went well 
but organic gardening proved chal
lenging. Brother Powell observed 
that the insects seemed to have put 
out an all-points-bulletin that fresh 
vegetables were available. Rather 
than lose the crops, Brother Bingham 
decided to use some plant-based in
sect repellents, such as rotenone, 
which helped keep the insects at bay. 
Later, he bought other natural pest 
controls and even bought large quan
tities of beneficial insects, including 
ladybugs, which eat destructive in
sects such as aphids. Brother Bing
ham put forth a heartening effort to 
institute a natural gardening pro
gram, and although it has not yet suc
ceeded for lack of someone to con
sistently and consciously take hold 
of the task, the burden and pattern for 
this work were laid down in those 
early years at Bashan. 

During this period, Brother Bing
ham selected a number of flowering 
shrubs for Bashan, including forsyth
ia, which produces a bright yellow 
blossom in March, and wygalia, 
which produces pink and white blos
soms. He also selected a number of 
flowering trees, such as ornamental 
plums, which have snowy white 
spring blossoms, and he had Mr. 
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Moudy, the handyman, build lattices 
for roses. The lattices were placed at 
the front of Bashan House, where the 
roses climbed up and covered the 
front sides of the House. The roses 
survived until the late 1980s, when 
they had to be removed due to dis
ease. He saw Bashan as a place that 
could be turned into a specimen of 
foresight and innovation, and en
joyed putting in plants that no one 
thought could grow here. Working 
with Brother Powell, for example, he 
once had a good plot of celery plant
ed; and he liked to try new varieties 
of fruit trees, flowers, and shrubs. On 
each side of the front sidewalk that 
led directly into the main Bashan 
House entrance, he arranged for a 
type of rose tree to be planted. While 
most roses branch out, these grew on 
a single trunk like a tree, and were 
truly impressive. 

As 1973 closed, Brother Bingham 
could look back on many blessings 
and could reflect on much progress. 
The pioneering stage of Bashan was 
over by the end of 1973 and the work 
now entered a stage of expansion that 
would continue slowly but steadily 
for the next ten years. It is certain that 
no one else saw what was ahead. 
Even those who thought they saw the 
way ahead did not, instead holding 
any number of ideas about Bashan 
that were not correct. At the begin
ning of any movement, few of those 
involved understand what is ahead. 
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Brother Bingham, however, clearly 
saw the way ahead. Much work, 
great sacrifice, and wholehearted 
dedication would be needed to build 
the camp, as this statement from the 
Aprill970-April1973 Educator re
veals: "Bashan must be and will be 
builded, matter not how many devils 
and devil-duped Davidians conspire 
to oppose and hinder. They cannot 
make the 'let' so hindering and so op
pressive that God cannot overcome 
it. Their offences must come, but 
woe unto them for their offences. 
Great, though, will be the blessing 
and the job of those who by their un
stinted sacrifice and their undeviat
ing loyalty, allegiance, and devotion 
to the Government of God in its 
strenuous, resolute, unremitting ef
forts to build Bashan camp and 
citadel, will enable the Lord to re
sume and carry to triumph His 
'siege' against the Church." 

Clearly, the work ahead would be 
toilsome and long. Many would 
come to help but only a few would 
stay. Still, under Brother Bingham's 
guidance, the work would expand 
and move ahead, and as his words of 
rock-solid resolution revealed, the 
task would require "resolute, un
remitting efforts to build Bashan 
camp and citadel." 

Coming Next: The Expansion 
Era, 1974-1984. 0 



DAVIDIAN COUNCIL OR 
DAVIDIAN CONSTITUTION-WHICH? 

Part II 
[M. J. Bingham, Timely-Truth Educator, Vol. 3, No. :1., January 1959] 

I n behalf now of the steadily in
creasing number of Protestant 

Davidians throughout the world, 
who can no longer remain in un
protesting, conformist acquiescence 
to the unconstitutional status quo in 
Davidia, the EDUCATOR most ear
nestly and solemnly appeals to our 
brethren of the Executive Council, 
whose very position places them on 
trial before all Davidians: Brethren, 
we pray you to rectify your mistakes 
pointed out to you herein, and redress 
your wrongs done in consequence of 
these mistakes, that you may vindi
cate your integrity and restore con
fidence in you. Thus correct your 
errors and right your wrongs, the 
result of government by executive 
seizure, and we pledge you the un
reserved cooperation of all for whom 
we are able to speak, in doing all 
possible to implement the finishing 
of the work under government by 
Davidic-Leviticallaw. 

Mount this vital reformation, 
Brethren, at headquarters, then lead 
on softly, injustice and in mercy, and 
God will tum the hearts of all Israel 
to you and cement them with the 
unity of a transcendent purpose and 
glorious destiny. "When the right
eous are in authority, the people 
rejoice." Prov. 29:2. Fervently do we 
pray that you not fail God, your-

selves, and His people at this hour of 
greatest crisis in the history of the 
eleventh-hour call, and of greatest 
decision in your own lives. 

And now to you Davidian breth
ren in behalf of whom we are not able 
to speak, we solemnly appeal to rise 
up as one in your Godcgiven right and 
responsibility, and implore the Coun
cil to redeem themselves and to save 
the day by showing good faith imme
diately to schedule a Session of the 
General Association, in accord with 
the law of The Leviticus and the fore
going, five-point stipulation (Bashan 
Tidings, Vol. 21, No.4, pp. 14, 15). 
Do this, Brethren, and never cease 
doing it until you are either heard or 
excommunicated, and you'll be true 
Davidians, walking in your integrity 
as did David of old (Ps. 26: 1). Then 
will the smile of Heaven's commen
dation of your courage, rather than 
the frown of Its condemnation of 
your cowardice, rest upon you. And 
then whatever betides, weal or woe 
for the Council, the work, and your
selves, you may walk in good con
science and peace of mind, and have 
no fear, but know that God is with 
you, "working out all things well for 
His people"-His "little ones." 

The EDUCATOR finds no integrity 
in the apostate Roden and Juergen 
groups' assertions that Mt. Carmel 

(26) 



BASHAN TIDINGS 

and the Executive Council have been 
rejected and cut off as a body by God 
because they rejected the Roden and 
Juergen messages. God cuts off no 
one for rejecting heresy, though as
suredly He will judge and punish 
anyone for mistreating even heretics. 
The only thing that can and will re
sult in God's rejecting and cutting off 
Carmel, the Council, or anyone else 
is their persistently walking contrary 
to His express will. And as this is pre
cisely what the Council are doing, 
then obvious it is that they are in 
gravest danger of their thus cutting 
themselves off. And it is a towering 
certainty that should they continue on 
in their present apostasy from the law 
of The Leviticus, perpetuating their 
unconstitutional government, after 
they have now had their serious mis
take placed squarely before them, it 
will then have become as "manifest 
rebellion against God" (PP 654:2) as 
was Saul's course after he had been 
shown his wrong; and they will then 
have turned their backs full upon the 
ROD and God, and will have judged 
and cut themselves of{ from God. 

" ... There is no insanity so dread
ful, so hopeless, as that of following 
human wisdom, unguided by the wis-

1 

dom ofGod."-Id. 658:3. 
" ... The Lord bears long with the 

· waywardness of men, and to all he 
grants opportunity to see and forsake 
their sins; but while He may seem to 
prosper those who disregard His will 
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and despise His warnings, He will, in 
His own time, surely make manifest 
their folly."-Id. 626:1. 

In Sister Houteff's circular letters 
dealing with the branch heresy, are 
five, pointed, pleading paragraphs. 
Applying to their author herself and 
to the Davidian Sanhedrin, as well as 
to the rest of the Davidian victims of 
the new Codes 42-month fallacy, no 
less pertinently than to branch vic
tims, their poignant appeal to the lat
ter becomes a more poignant appeal 
to themselves: 

"Whether or not this letter will 
help you, I do not know, but my 
prayers are in your behalf that you 
will wake up to tl1e dangerous decep
tion you are in and that you will de" 
termine no longer to be tossed about 
with 'every wind of doctrine that 
blows.' Just as Satan came to Eve 
with a message exactly opposite to 
God's, so all through the ages up to 
this very time men have allowed 
themselves to be used as his agents 
to whisper words diametrically op
posed to God's words to capture 
God's people. And they have had 
some success. 

"Do you not realize that the Lord 
loves you very dearly and that Satan 
is warring over your souls as he did 
over Moses' body to gain you in his 
realm of the lost, especially now at 
the time of the 'closing work for the 
church?' Brethren, I plead with you 
with my whole soul that you tum 
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away from the sophistries of men and 
'hear ye the Rod and who hath ap
pointed it.' Micah 6:9. It is your 
means of life. Do not reject it. The 
Rod did not die with Brother Hout
eff, for we are told that if any would 
enter the land of promise he must 
'pass under the Rod' and not be a 
'rebel' (Ezek. 20)."--Mrs. V. T. Hou
teff's circular Letter to Brothers and 
Sisters of __ , Jan. 17, 1956, p. 6. 

"With this we now leave you to 
yourselves. It is your privilege to be
lieve whatever you wish to believe. 
No one can answer for another in 
matters of religious conviction, for 
each must stand before the Lord 
alone and answer for himself. We 
have done our best to help you. The 
final decision is now yours to make. 

"Let it not be true of you that 
'many will stand in our pulpits with 
the torch of false prophecy in their 
hands, kindled from the hellish torch 
of Satan ... .'-TM 409."-Id., Jan. 
31, 1956, p. 3. 

"May you ponder these words, 
and let the Spirit guide you to do just 
the right thing at this time, swerving 
neither to the right nor to the left, but 
obeying only a 'Thus saith the Lord.' 
"-Id., April26, 1956, p. 4. 

How the new Code Editor, the 
Sanhedrin, and Davidians now lay to 
heart this strong appeal of their own 
to others, will give the measure of 
their sincerity in it. But whatever may 
be their immediate response, let no 
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awakened one be troubled or discour
aged. Rather, since the Lord has mer
cifully opened up before all of us our 
wrong course, let each take prayerful 
heed unto himself, and then labor 
prayerfully for and with the Council 
and their supporters to do likewise to 
rectify their mistakes-which is all 
God asks of anyone. 

And above all else, let none make 
the biggest mistake of all, of thinking 
that the critically serious mistakes of 
the Council members, since control 
of the Davidian movement passed in
to their hands, give proof that others 
than they, others deemed more wor
thy, more capable, more qualified, 
should have been left on the council 
at Brother Houteff's death, or placed 
on it thereupon and thereafter. Dare 
never for a moment entertain the evil 
thought. God either ordered or per
mitted for the ultimate good of Israel 
the selection of every Council mem
ber from since before Brother Hout
eff's passing until now. He could and 
would have prevented any or all of 
their appointments, had it been in His 
Providence to do so. Since He did not 
do so, then it were blasphemy to mur
mur that it would have been better so. 

Again, Brethren, is there anyone 
who fancies himself or his brother 
more righteous, worthy, capable, and· 
estimable for the office than any of 
his brethren already there, then per
ish the miserable conceit, for he is 
not. On the contrary, in their shoes he 
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would have been sure to do worse 
than they have done. 

The EDUCATOR has positively no 
sympathy or time but only reprehen
sion for any least desire or intrigue to 
replace the present Councilmen. 
Such a mischievous desire and de
sign is of the devil only. We long to 
see our Sanhedrin brethren redeem 
themselves and save the day by con
fessing and rectifying their mistakes, 
which, be it repeated, is all that God 
asks of anyone-and beyond that, 
what does man dare ask? 

Finally, exactly so also--{)f the 
devil only-is the slander that we 
bear bad blood toward the Council 
and others. Before God, we bear such 
toward none. m will and its brood are 
not in our hearts. Whatever else, un
happily, may be there, our differences 
with Sister Houteff, the Council, 
Brother Roden, Sister Juergen, et al 
are not. Those differences are the 
result, not of feeling, but purely of 
deep, inner conviction that these 
brethren are, on the specific points 
over which we differ, out of line with 
Truth and Righteousness as revealed 
through the Spirit of Prophecy-the 
TESTIMONIES and the ROD, to date. 
Having spent our years in the ROD 
message and work in allegiance and 
service to what, according to our 
lights, we believe to have been right 
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government, we are therefore not 
now going, under any circumstance 
or consideration, to bow to what we 
believe to be wrong government. And 
as we understand the ROD, we do not 
find Sister Houteff, the Council, 
Brother Roden, Sister Juergen and 
the rest of the prophets among us to 
be 100% doctrinally in line with It. 
Therefore we cannot be in line with 
them, unless and until they get in line 
with It, which we entreat and adjure 
an to do, that we may thus be united 
and strengthened and enabled to 
stand against the Divider. But be it 
known to all that there is not a one 
that we do not love and would not go 
the limit for. 

Upon each Davidian devolves 
now the unforgiving responsibility of 
taking his stand either for Davidian 
Government by executive seizure, as 
we now have it, or for Davidian Gov
ernment by due process of Davidic
Leviticallaw, as we longingly hope 
and pray to see it. Which shall it be 
for you, Brother, Sister-the Davidi
an Council and the way of man, or the 
Davidian Constitution and the way of 
God? For each big one, the former; 
for each "little one," the latter
unless hard hearts break and melt in
to "little ones"-and all into ONE! 0, 
God grant it. 0 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 

How Do We Look to Other Folk? 
[Bashan Communicator, Vol. 7, No.2, Sept-Dec. 1989, pp. Hii-18.] 

Nearly everybody in the world, in
cluding Seventh-day Adventists, 

are concerned with the above ques
tion, and most of us spend some time, 
at least, trying to avoid giving of
fense by carefulness in our outward 
appearance. The Bible, however, 
tells us that man looks at the outside, 
but God sees the heart. Shall we not, 
therefore, tum the searchlight of His 
Word inward for a frequent checkup, 
lest we neutralize our efforts for good 
by thoughtless notions? 

One of the striking statements 
concerning our influence, and one 
which emphasizes the fact that we 
are indeed a "spectacle to the world, 
to angels, and to men," is found on 
page 23, paragraph 2, of Volume 9 of 
the Testimonies, and reads as fol
lows: "The world is watching Sev
enth-day Adventists because it 
knows something of their profession 
of faith and of their high standard, 
and when it sees those who do not 
live up to their profession, it points 
at them with scorn." 

While these words refer to the 
Church as a whole, we are concerned 
here with the question of how we, 
who profess to be giving a special 
message to the Church, appear to our 
brethren. If we fail to do, by word 
and act, all we can for them the Lord 
will require their blood at our hands. 

Hence it becomes evident that we are 
not only a "spectacle to the world, to 
angels, and to men," but to our SDA 
brethren as well, for they are scruti
nizing all our movements. We should 
be glad to have them do so, in order 
to see that nothing unbecoming a 
genuine Christian can truthfully be 
said against us. 

. We are inspired to write these 
lines because of observations made 
in various places. It is hoped that 
none will take offense at what is writ
ten, for this writer has at heart only 
the good of all, and what is contained 
herein applies to him as well as to 
those who shall read the article. 

Speaking concretely, may I call 
attention to what a very refined lady, 
a member of the Adventist Church, 
said to me confidentially, as an illus
tration of how we appear to others, 
and emphasis of how careful we 
should be at all times? This lady said 
essentially this: "I love to attend your 
meetings, though I have not fully 
made up my mind to declare myself 
as being in full harmony with the 
message of the Rod, for, as I view it, 
there would never have been any 
need for the Rod series to be written 
had we studied and practiced what is 
found in the Testimonies. I love my 
Church, and cherish dearly member
ship in same. I wish folk would not 
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laugh when something is said about 
defective members of the SDA 
Church. I would not want to lose my 
membership in the Church and be
come identified with those who in
dulge in this uncalled-for and rude 
practice." 

In my humble opinion, she has 
called our attention to something for 
which all of us should be thankful, 
and at the same time determine that 
we will not be among those who give 
occasion for offense along this line. 

Another friendly criticism comes 
to us relative to the length of our 
meetings, and the length and charac
ter of our prayers and testimonies, 
which we would do well to think 
about. These are all closely associat
ed, and improvement in the last two 
areas will help remedy the first, so 
we shall deal with the last first, and 
the first last. 

We believe our testimonies 
should be to magnify the Lord, and 
tell what great things He has done for 
us, but very brief and to the point, 
and seldom should we ask for the 
floor the second time, for there are 
others who are more timid, and by so 
doing we may altogether deny them 
the privilege of speaking, It is always 
perfectly proper to request special 
prayer for one's self and for those in 
whom one is interested at the time a 
testimony is borne. 

In like manner, prayers should be 
brief, for the Lord has given specific 
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instruction about public prayers be
ing short, yet we seem to forget this 
admonition all too often. Conse
quently, shall we, not determine to 
improve in these two points and thbs 
help to make the Sabbath meetings 
more interesting, and at the same 
time keep them within the appointed 
hours? 

Because of the abundance oflight 
the Lord is sending us at this time, 
we are likely to overlook the fact that 
the mind, like the stomach, can only 
handle so much food and, in our zeal 
to give the flock good measure we 
overfeed, and the people are unable 
to digest all they get The servant of 
the Lord has not left us without in
struction on this point, but tells us 
that the discourses of some are too 
long. They make so many points in 
one sermon that most of them are 
covered up so that the hearers do not 
get much out of them. Furthermore, 
an increasing number of young peo
ple and children are attending our 
services, who desire to help give the 
message to the Church, and be 
among those who shall receive the 
seal and become a part of the "ser
vants of God." They, too, are watch
ing us. 

May the Lord help each one of us 
to remember that we are standing in 
the presence of a Holy God every 
moment of our lives. 

-V. T. Houteff, 1Code 11&12, pp. 6, 

7, May-June 1935. 0 



"he Message of 1888; An Appeal for Unity; 
The Need for the Indwelling Christ 

[Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases, Vol. 15, No" 1152, pp. 86-91] 

T hrough the grace and power of 
Christ, you may march on to vic

tory, not in the rear, but in the for
ward ranks. But the holding of this 
position will depend wholly upon 
your own course of action. It depends 
on whether or not you will be ever in 
covenant relation with God and with 
His adopted children, knowing your 
oneness with Jesus, our exalted 
Head, who hath delivered us from 
the powers of darkness, and trans
lated us into the kingdom of His dear 
Son, who hath made us meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 

The time of trouble is before us. 
The angels are, as it were, just loos
ening the four winds, but they can
not loose them yet. The church is too 
far behind her privileges. The people 
of God are too indolent. Many are 
unfaithful; many are unclean and 
polluted. We are not prepared for the 
crisis. The question is, How long will 
God wait for our tardy movements? 
Instead of lying before God in humil
ity, man has exalted himself and has 
indulged in high ideas of his own im
portance and loftiness, and his eyes 
have been closed to the glory of 
Christ When Christ beams forth 
upon the soul, all glory is rendered 
unto Him who is seen to be the only 
One full of grace and truth. His glory 

alone should fill the souL 
When the people of God are one 

with Him, they will be one with each 
other. Their unity and love will testi
fy to the genuineness of their union 
with Christ. When their eyes are all 
fixed upon Christ, their hearts will be 
united in love. They will then stand 
shoulder to shoulder to resist the con
federacy of evil, and they will have 
strength for a battle that cannot be 
seen by the natural eye. 

They will stay their hearts upon 
the Lord, saying, "Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoul
der: and His name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace" [Isa. 9:6]. 

Christ is to be our Captain. We 
need not tremble or be afraid. Oh, 
what love the Father has unfolded to 
us. We are not to be left a helpless 
prey to the devices of the enemy; for 
the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, 
and He loves man with a love that is 
infinite. No language can express the 
depths of divine love. 

Since God has so loved us, we 
ought also to love one another. How 
much? Jesus said, "This is My com
mandment, That ye love one anoth
er, as I have loved you. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay 
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I 
down his life for his friends. Ye are them; that they may be one, even as 
My friends, if ye do whatsoever I we are one: I in them, and Thou in 
command you. Henceforth I call you Me, that they may be made perfect in 
not servants; for the servant knoweth I one; and that the world may know 
not what his Lord doeth: but I have that Thou hast sent Me, and hast 
called you friends; for all things that loved them, as thou hast loved Me." 
I have heard of My Father I have [John 17:20-23]. 
made known unto you. Ye have not Jesus did not pray for that which 
chosen Me, but I have chosen you, was not attainable by us, and if this 
and ordained you, that ye should go unity is possible, why do not those 
and bring forth fruit, and that your who are professed followers of 
fruit should remain: that whatsoever Christ strive more earnestly for this 
ye shall ask the Father in My name, condition of grace? When we are one 
He may give it you. These things I with Christ, we shall be one with His 
command you, that ye love one an- followers. The great want of the soul 
other" [John 15:12-15]. Here we is Jesus, the hope of glory. Through 
have a decided, positive command. the Holy Spirit this unity may be at
We would ask, Who are doers of tained, and love for the brethren will 
these words? Oh, that God may im- abound, and men will take knowl
part to His poor, needy children His edge of us that we have been with 
Holy Spirit of love, that the prayer of Jesus and learned of Him. Our life 
Christ may be fulfilled in His people, will be a reflection of His holy char
and we all may be one as He is in the acter. As believers in Him we shaH 
Father and the Father in Him. represent His meekness of spirit, His 

What attainments are there pre- gentleness of demeanor. Individual
sented for the Christian's endeavor, ly the church of God must answer the 
but how far short are our practices. prayer of Christ till we all come into 
Were our practices in harmony with the unity of the Spirit 
the command of our Lord, the result What is it that causes dissension 
would be glorious. He says, "Neither and discord? His the result of walk
pray I for these alone, but for them ing apart from Christ. At a distance 
also which shall believe on Me from Him, we lose our love for Him, 
through their word; that they all may and grow cold toward His followers. 
be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, The farther the beams of light recede 
and I in Thee, that they also may be from their center, the wider separat
one in us: that the world may believe ed they become. Each believer is as 
that Thou hast sent Me. And the glory a beam of light from Christ the Sun 
which Thou gavest Me I have given of righteousness. The more closely 
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we walk with Christ, the center of all 
love and light, the greater will be our 
affection for His light-bearers. When 
the saints are drawn close to Christ, 
they must of necessity be drawn 
close to each other, for the sanctify
ing grace of Christ will bind their 
hearts together. You cannot love God 
and yet fail to love your brethren. 

Dear brother, I have written thus 
to you that you may stand in the con
fidence and love of the people of 
God, and that no one may be uncer
tain as to where you do stand. The 
mystic chain of love must bind the 
followers of Christ heart to heart. 
When Jesus was about to be cruci
fied, Herod and Pilate, enemies be
fore, became friends, and were unit
ed in a corrupt harmony over the con
demnation of our Lord; and shall not 
those who claim to love our Lord 
Jesus Christ be constrained by the 
divine principle oflove? Shall not all 
heart-burnings, alienations, and es
trangements be forever expelled 
from the soul, and antipathies be 
overcome, through the grace of 
Christ? 

Does not Christ see enough in us 
of perversity and crookedness to 
warrant His withdrawing of His love 
from us? But as He does not separate 
His love from us, shall we not draw 
more closely to our divine Center, 
and through His gracious mercy 
draw closer together? Let us fonn a 
holy alliance to exalt the Son of God 

34 VOLUME 22, NUMBER 1 

before the world. If the enemies be
came united through their hatred of 
Jesus, shall not we who profess His 
name unite in Him? Standing under 
the cross of Calvary, looking upon 
Him who has manifested unparal
leled love to man, should not all jeal
ousies, all bitterness, wrath, and mal
ice cease? Should not all evil-speak
ing and evil thinking be done.away? 

From the attitude which some as
sume toward others we should imag
ine that they thought it a desirable 
thing to have little confidence and 
love for others. But when confidence 
is lacking, it is manifested by suspi
cion, by criticism, by catching up 
things that are unworthy of notice, 
and making capital of whatever 
seems to them objectionable. In this 
way Satan is glorified and Christ is 
put to shame, dishonored in the per
son of His saints. I have had this mat
ter presented to me in a variety of 
fonns, until I can realize how cruel it 
is. All who love Jesus in sincerity and 
truth should be heartily recognized 
and welcomed as those who are "la
borers together with God," "endeav
oring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace." 

Oh, that self may be subdued in 
each one of us who profess to believe 
in Jesus! Oh, that pride may be laid 
in the dust! Oh, that we may more 
fully reflect the image of Jesus! As 
never before we should pray not only 
that laborers may be sent forth into 
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the great harvest field, but that we 
may have a clear conception of truth, 
so that when the messengers of truth 
shall come we may accept the mes
sage and respect the messenger. Oh, 
that darkness may not settle upon any 
soul, but that the illuminating Spirit 
of Christ shall fall upon His people. 
Spiritual things are spiritually dis
cerned, and the glory of our Re
deemer is His character; this we must 
behold with spiritual vision. I would 
pray as did the apostle, "that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give unto you the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him: the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened; 
that ye may know what is the hope 
of His calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints' [Eph. 1:17, 18l 

"For this cause also thank we God 
without ceasing, because, when ye 
received the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe." 
[ 1 Thess. 2:13]. The word of God 
cannot work effectually in the heart 
when it is barred out by unbelief. The 
message which the messengers have 
been proclaiming is the message to 
the Laodicean church. 
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"And unto the angel of the church 
of the Laodiceans write; These things 
saith the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of the creation 
of God; 

"I know thy works, that thou art 
neither cold nor hot: I would thou 
wert cold or hot. 

"So then because thou art luke
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
spue thee out of My mouth. 

"Because thou sayest, I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and miser
able, and poor, and blind, and naked: 

"I counsel thee to buy of Me gold 
tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayest be clothed, and that the 
shame of thy nakedness do not ap
pear; and anoint thine eyes with eye
salve, that thou mayest see. 

"As many as I love, I rebuke and 
chasten: be zealous therefore, andre
pent 

"Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with 
Me." Rev. 3:14-20. 

(Written September 1892, 
from North Victoria, Aus-
tralia, to Elder Uriah Smith.)O 



FORTHEYOUNGATHEART 

eompanu Manners 
[The King's &ughter, J. E. White, pp. 66-69] 

''Well," said Bessie, very em
phatically, "I think Russel 

Morton is the best boy there any-
how." 

"Why so, pet?" I asked, settling 
myself in the midst of the busy group 
gathered around in the firelight. 

"I can tell," interrupted Wilfred, 
"Bessie likes Russ because he is so 
polite." 

"I don't care, you may 
said frank little Bess; "'that is the rea
son-at least, one of them. He's nice; 
he don't stamp and hoot in the house, 
and he never says, 'Halloo Bess,' or 

when I fall on the ice." 
"Bessie wants company manners 

all of the time," said Wilfred. And 
Bell added: "We should all act grown 
up, if we wanted to suit her." 

Dauntless Bessie made haste to 
retort. "Well, if growing up would 
make some folks more agreeable, it's 
a we can't hurry about it." 

"Wilfred, what are company man
ners?" I questioned from the depths 
of my easy chair. 

"Why-why-they're-it's be
you know, when folks are 

. here, or we go a visiting." 
I "Company manners are good 

manners," said Horace. 
"0 yes," answered I, meditating 

on it. "I see; manners that are too 
good-for mamma---but just right 

for Mrs. Jones." 
"That's it," cried Bess. 
"But let us talk it over a bit. Seri

ously, why should you be more po
lite to Mrs. Jones than to mamma? 
Do you love her better?" 

"0 my! no indeed," chorused the 
voices. 

"Well, then, I don't see why Mrs. 
Jones should have all that's agree
able; why the hats should come off 
and the tones soften, and 'please,' 
and 'thank you,' and 'excuse me,' 
should abound in her house, and not 
in mannna's." 

"Oh! that's very different." 
"And rnannna knows we mean all 

right Besides, you are not fair, 
cousin; we were talking about boys 
and girls-not grown up people." 

Thus my little audience assailed 
me, and I was forced to a change of 
base. 

about boys and girls, then. 
Can not a boy be just as happy, if, like 
our friend he is gentle to the 
little girls, doesn't his little 
brother in the snow, and respects the 
rights of his cousins and intimate 
friends? It seems to me that 
ness is as suitable to the play-
ground as the parlor." 

"Oh, of course; if have a 
fellow up all fun," said Wilfred. 

"My dear " said I, "that isn't 

(36) 
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what I want Run, and jump, and 
shout as much as you please; skate, 
and slide, and snowball; but do it 
with politeness to other boys and 
girls, and I'll agree you shall find just 
as much fun in it. 

"You sometimes say I pet Burke 
Holland more than any of my child
friends. Can I help it? For though he 
is lively and sometimes frolicsome, 
his manners are always good. You 
never see him with his chair tipped 
up, or his hat on in the house. He 
never pushes ahead of you to get first 
out of the room. If you are going out, 
he holds open the door; if weary, it is 
Burke who brings a glass of water, 
places a chair, hat>ds a fan, springs to 
pick up your handkerchief-and all 
this without being told to do so, or in
terfering with his own gaiety in the 
least. 

"This attention isn't only given to 
me as the guest, or to Mrs. Jones 
when he visits her, but to mamma, 
Aunt Jenny, and little sister, just as 
carefully; at home, in school, or at 
play, there is always so much 
guard against rudeness. 

"His courtesy is not merely for 
state occasions, but it is like a well
fitting garment worn constantly. His 
manliness is genuine loving kind
ness. In fact, that is exactly what real 
politeness is; carefulness for others, 
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and watchfulness over ourselves, lest 
our angles shall interfere with their 
comfort. 

It is impossible for boys and girls 
to realize, until they have grown too 
old, easily to adopt new ones, how 
important it is to guard against con
tracting careless and awkward habits 
of speech and manners. Some very 
unwisely think it is not necessary to 
be so very particular about these 
things except when company is pres
ent. But this is a grave mistake, for 
coarseness will betray itself in spite 
of the most watchful care. 

It is impossible to indulge in one 
form of speech, or have one set of 
manners at home, and another 
abroad, because in moments of con
fusion or bashfulness, such as every I 
young person feels sometimes who 
is sensitive and modest, the every 
day mode of expression will discov
er itself. 

It is not, however, merely because 
refinements of speech and grace of 
manners are pleasing to the sense, 
that our young friends are recom
mended to cultivate and practice 
them. Outward refinement of any 
kind reacts as it were on the charac
ter and makes it more sweet and gen
tle and lovable, and these are quali
ties that attract and draw about the 
possessor a host of kind friends. 0 



HEALTH WAVE 
OVERHEARD IN AN ORCHARD 

[by Larry Jones, f:rom Feed the Children] 

T here's an insightful story told 
about Death entering a city one 

morning. A man stopped Death and 
asked, "What are you going to do?" 
Death replied, "I'm going to take 100 
people today." The man said, "Why, 
that's horrible!" Death responded, 
"That's the way it is. That's what I 
do." 

As the day passed, the man 
warned everyone he could about 
Death's plan. When evening fell, the 
man met Death again. He said, "You 
told me you were going to take 100 
people. How come 1,000 died?" 

Death explained, "I kept my 
word. I only took 100. Worry took 
the others." 

This story illustrates so well what 
the National Mental Health Com
mittee reported a few years ago, that 
50% of all hospital beds in the Unit
ed States are occupied by people who 
constantly worry. Among the many 
physical ailments wrought mental 
distress are migraine headaches, 
arthritis, heart trouble, backaches, ul
cers, depression, digestive disorders, 
and yes, even death. Add to this the 
fatigue of nights void of sleep and 
days without sunshine, and you have 
a glimpse of the havoc worry plays 
in destroying the quality-and quan-

1 tity-of life. 
Worry is, always has been, and al-

ways will be a slap in the face of God. 
It mocks His goodness and intrudes 
on His ability to protect and provide. 
Indeed, when we allow our problems 
to overshadow God's promises, un
consciously we doom ourselves to a 
routine that's unnecessary in God's 
eternal plan. William Ware couldn't 
have said it better when he wrote, 
"Worry is faith in the negative, trust 
in the unpleasant, assurance of dis
aster and belief in defeat." 

The One Who Ca:res 

Consider what Jesus said about 
worry. In Matthew 6:25c26 Jesus 
spoke to a crowd of people on a 
mountainside: "Therefore, l tell you, 
do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more important than food and the 
body more important than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do 
not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not more valu
able than they?" 

The Greek word that Jesus used 
when He said, "Do not worry," liter
ally translates to be drawn in differ
ent directions. Indeed, that's what 
worry does. It fractures and pulls us 

It moves us away from God. It 

(38) 
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prevents us from trusting that God 
built into creation the means by 
which He takes care of all things. A 
poem by Elizabeth Cheney entitled 
"Overheard in an Orchard" sums up 
this overly independent quality in 
ourselves: Said the robin to the spar
row, "!would really like to know why 
these anxious human beings rush 
about and worry so?" Said the spar
row to the robin, "Friend, I think that 
it must be that have no Heaven
ly Father such as cares for you and 
me!" 

The One Who Controls 

Even though Jesus told us not to 
worry, do you suppose He ever did? 
Scripture tells us in Matthew 26:37 
that His travail in the Garden of 
Gethsemane on the eve of death 
caused deep distress and anguish. 
Nevertheless, as much as Jesus want
ed to avoid the waiting cross, He 
wanted more to place Himself into 
the hands of God. "My Father, if it's 
possible, let this cup of suffering be 
taken away from me. Yet I want your 
will, not mine" (Matthew 26:39, 
NLT). 

Jesus set the example on how to 
deal with worry. The power of prayer 
that could look beyond the agony of 
crucifixion to the victory of resurrec
tion is more than sufficient to over
come any trouble you or I will ever 
bear. 

So why worry when you can 
pray? Philippians 4:6-7 advises to 
"not be anxious about anything, but 
in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your re
quests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus." Since God is 
in control and managing ALL affairs, 
we can rest assured that everything 
works out for the best in the end. 

A businessman I know was once 
a constant worrier-always rehash
ing past deeds, always questioning 
future decisions. Finally he broke the 
worry habit by performing a ritual 
every evening. He tore off the calen
dar page for that particular day, 
rolled it into a ball, and tossed it in 
the wastebasket. Then he prayed, 
"Lord, you gave me this day. I did the 
best I could. I made some mistakes 
when I didn't follow your Word. 
Please forgive me. But I also had 
some successes too. I thank you for 
guidance. Now, Lord, this day is 
over. I'm through with it and am giv
ing it back to you. Amen." 

May I suggest that you begin a 
similar ritual. every evening. Draw 
close to the One who loves you most 
Place your life into God's hands. Em
brace His perfect plan. And then -
release the regrets from yesterday, re
fuse the fears for tomorrow, and re
ceive, instead, the peace of today. 0 



RECIPE PAGE 

PIMENTO CHEESE 

[Taken from Ten Talents, p. 264.] 

Soak 5 minutes and then boil until clear: 
4 Tbs. agar flakes 1 cup water 

Blend the following with the above mixture: 
2 - 4 ozs. pimentos 1 'A tsp. salt 
% cup cashews 1 tsp. onion powder 
2 Tbs. sesame seed Dash of garlic and dill seed 
3 Tbs. flake yeast 

Add slowly: 
1 cup oil 

LEARN How TO COOK 

Add last 
Y2 cup lemon juice 

"Those who do not know how to cook 
hygienically should learn to combine wholesome, nourishing articles 
of food in such a way as to make appetizing dishes .... Without contin
ually exercising ingenuity, no one can excel in healthful cookery; but 
those whose hearts are open to impressions and suggestions from the 
Great Teacher will learn many things, and will be able also to teach 
others; for He will give them skill and understanding."-E. G. White, 
Medical Ministry, pp. 273-274. 



Finds Contents of Tidings 
and the Newsletter 

"Luscious and Appetizing" 

We are now reading the Oct.-Dec. 
'05 Tidings and the January Newslet
ter which were received on the 7th of 
February '06, with their luscious and 
appetizing contents. Rest assured 
that our prayers are with the publish
ing staff. It is only under the leader
ship of the Holy Spirit that one can 
bind up such inspiring words. 

The historical events of the early 
Bashan years were very touching, 
bringing back memories of those 
years gone by. As we read these 
booklets, may God help us to hear 
His voice and to practice the truth in 
our lives, so that we may impart it to 
others. (England) 

Reaping Blessings 

What a wonderful and blessed 
work is being done at Bashan. God's 
hand is surely there, building, restor
ing, and blessing, according to your 

LETTERS 

deeds. 
Thank you for faithfully sending 

the literature from which I am reap
ing a blessing. What a deep message 
that causes me to read, pray, andre
read until it is understood, and, still 
then, it takes review. Sister ---· 
is so knowledgeable and such a 
good, patient, and loving teacher and 
is always willing to answer any ques
tion. 

I love the Newsletter and the I 
Bashan Tidings. I want so much to 
follow the Lord all the way to the · 
Kingdom and I know that now is the 
preparation time, with no time to 
waste. I'm praying daily for His 
grace to see me through, and learn
ing through the literature that I have 
many idols that need to go. By the 
grace of God may He have His way 
with me. (Maine) 

Remove My Name-
No Longer An Adventist 

I'm not sure how I got onto your 
mailing list, but please remove me. 

(41) 
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I'm not interested in your literature. ten pages of 2006. (Nevada) 
I'm no longer an Adventist. I'm free 
from aU that fear and confusion. The Lord Will Give Courage 

Once I removed Ellen White from 
my Bible study, I was able to actually I , I am sending the Spanish church 
understand what the Bible actually 1 directory. 
says. I hope someday you all will have Some of these members are al
the same wonderful experience. I will ready telling the brethren not to go to 
always pray for you. (California) Brother __ 's group. 

I k.now this is God's message for 
Wonderful, Informative Tracts our time. The Lord will give us the 

courage to go on with this work. 
Your wonderful and informative Keep us in prayer. (Florida) 

tracts that you are sending me are so 
good and I'm learning a lot from Wants "Nothing to Do with 
your valuable articles. the Shepherd's Rod" 

Thank you very much for sending 
me those very informative and won- I don't know how or where you 
derful tracts-the Word of God-the obtained my name and address but 
Shepherd's Rod. (North Carolina) rm writing you to tell you I want my 

nam~ removed from your files so 
Must Say How Much the I've taped my address to the top of 

Publications are Appreciated this letter. 
I noticed inside your book you 

I had planned on writing these sent me, The Whirlwind of the Lord, 
few lines to you since the beginning War! that you are with the Shep_: I 
of the month, so I determined to get herd's Rod. I want nothing tQ do with 
it in the mail before the month's end. the Shepherd's Rod organization, as 
Ijustwanttoletyouknowhowmuch there is no truth in this belief. You 

, I have appreciated the Newsletter twist things around to suit your pur
and the Tidings and all the great top- pose and try to make your belief 
ics they contained in the past year. It sound like the truth. I believe in a 
seems as if it was just yesterday that "Thus saith the Lord," the Spirit of 
you were sending greetings for 2005. Prophecy writings, and the Bible, as 

My prayer is that we shall all, by the only books we, as SDAs, are to 1· 

the grace of the Lord, continue on in read. 
His strength and carefully choose I plan to show this book to m~ I 
what is placed within those unwrit- pastor and see ~hat he_~ays._~ kno~ 
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I he will tell me to throw this book in 
the trash. I pray that the Lord 

Do not send me any more of your will bless and make a way for the fin
literature and remo~ my name. as I ishing work on Bashan House and 
have demanded Y-OlJ g..Q. Your address that the necessary work to Oak 

I is not of any of the Seventh-day Ad- House will be done according to His 
ventist publishing houses so this also wilL It's His holy hilL How can He 
tells me this is a false publishing do any less than provide that which 
company and not of the General is needed in His own time for His 
Conference of SDAs. (Florida) people? (Maryland) 

[Emphases belong to letter.] 
The Publications--A Lifeline 

Tragic If I Didn't Receive 
Thank you for the latest Newslet

I received this notice today and I ter and Tidings you so faithfully I 
would hope and pray that my name send. They are our lifeline, and they 
is retained on your mailing list. are appreciated! (Arizona) 

Your timely messages from the 
Shepherd's Rod have been such a Has More Understanding 
blessing to me and those I have al-
lowed to read after I finish studying Thank you for sending me a copy 
them. of The Whirlwind of the Lord. It gave 

So please do not remove me from me more understanding of the Bible 
your mailing list I believe the Shep- prophecies. Please send me copies of 

I herd's Rod and have found it to be the comprehensive literature of the 
such a blessing to me, so it would be rise and fall of anti typical Assyria 
tragic if I didn't receive them any- and the setting up of the Kingdom in 
more. (Minnesota) Palestine. 

Glad for His G:race and Favo:r "Completely Convinced" 

I am glad to have found grace and God bless you for sending me this 
favor in His sight and to be a part of li1tle book. I am completely con- 1 

His wonderful tmth emanating from vinced, without a doubt, that this I 
His holy hill, Bashan. great whirlwind is about to com-

Thank you for the Newsletters mence very soon now. =k I 
and Tidings; I look forward to them Please send me 100 copies. Thank 

I every mo~h and-~arter respective- 1 you. God bless yo~~Texas) __ 
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"Third Generation Adventist" 

I recently received your disturb-
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earnestness and boldness needed to 
share His Words. (North Carolina) 

ing booklet in the mail. I am a third I "Have Bashan In My Heart" 
generation Adventist, and am proud 
to be so. I was not proud to receive It is our prayer that God richly 
your publication! The cover was blesses the work of Bashan and 
frightening to my children, and I did- everyone involved. Though I have 
n't appreciate having to explain that not written Bashan for a long time, I 
this booklet wasn't from a militant ' do have Bashan in my heart and not 
extremist group, but from someone a single day passes by that my fami
claiming to have last day truths, con- ly does not remember Bashan in our 
necting themselves to Ellen White! prayers. 

Beliefs such as yours anger me. By God's grace we are all doing 
We shouldn't be afraid of God and well. We have been blessed through 
choose to follow Him because we're our studies and from every study we 
afraid of being on the wrong side realize the necessity of putting away 
during the tough end times! God our idols. Four people in the group 
wants us and is just waiting for us to have indicated to me that they would 
give Him our hearts willingly. I'm like to apply for the Certificate of 
excited about the end times ... and be- Fellowship, so please send me five 
ing that much closer to Heaven! Application forms. 
Please TAKE ME OFF YOUR MAIL- It happens that during the studies 
ING LIST! (New Jersey) people would ask questions that have 

[Emphases belong to letter.] nothing to do with the topic of study, 
and I noticed that answering the 

Spiritually Enlightened questions sometimes led to other 
questions and time would be up and 

I am thankful to God for the bless- we had not accomplished what we 
ings that I receive through the came for. So we concluded that we 
Newsletters and the Bashan Tidings. must have a period for questions I 
I have such spiritual enlightenment before each study and it is amazing 
that I lacked for some time in my how everything turned out well. We 
spiritual journey. My prayer is that I usually start at 3:45 p.m. and finish 
will allow God to use me to share at 6:00 p.m. and most of the time we II' 

present truth with those that He do not know where the time went 
. deems ready to hear it. I solicit your (Canada) 0 I 

[prayers for God to give m_e_t_h_e ______________ __j. 
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TO ABBREVIATIONS 

The Book5 

The Acts of the 

Conflict and \ .. Aimi:!.gc 

The 

The 

The Sh1~ohero Volume l 

Testimonies to Ministers 

"""'1n~-·11·r..-.1;7PT!:'~-' Over The The Great 
Tract 

~~~!1;..,~~~ 

"The Bible and the books of the of the sole 
Rod message, therefore when the Rod is 

of are And since none 
who transmitted the mysteries of 

then those who to teach them ·without this 
fall into the forbidden 

'"'"'"'Pt9ohrm (2 Pet. 1 :20)-the evil \Vhich 

almost boundless state of 
and Iffij:Jotency 

those passages which in one way or another need to be inten::1reted. 
will all believers ever become of !he same see-· 

ing eye to eye, and speaking the same (1 Cor. 1: 1 Pet 3:8; 
Is a. 

"And such as do choose to engage in private are re-
spectfully asked to desist from teaching in the name of the Rod and at 
its expense. Let like honest men, teach in their own names and 
at their own expense .. "---5Ans. 55: l-3. 
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TAPE LIST NO. 72 

Note: Change in tape p:rices. 90 minutes--$4.00; 60 minutes-$3.00; 
45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. All monies must be in US. 
currency. 

NO, TITLES LENGTH 

169 The Whirlwind .................................... 60 
170 Down the Road and Up the Hill of John 17:17 ........... 90 
171 Meditation ............................... 0 0 • 0 0 • 0 • 60 
667 The Jacob Typology Part I . 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 0 0 ••• 0 0 0 0 •• 90 
668 The Jacob Typology Part II .. 0 0 ••••••• 0 0 ••••• 0. 90 
675 God's Voice Versus the Voices of the .. 0 0 •••••••••• 90 
676 The Jacob Typology Part I ............... 0 ••• 0 0 90 
677 The Jacob Typology Part II 0 • 0 ••••••••••••••••• 45 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

143 The Word That Is Not in the Bible and 
Yet in Substance Is All Through the Bible (Worry) . 0 ••• 60 

145 Gather Together, 0 Nation Not Desired (Zeph. 2) .. 0 ••••• 60 
146 The Suffereth Violence and the 

Violent Take It Force 11: .... 0 0 ••••••••• 60 
147 True Education and Time ................ 0 •••••••••• 60 
148 Say Not, "Stay Thy Hand, 0 God." 100:1) 0. 0 ••••••• 60 
149 The Revelation 13 Beast's Blasphemous Head .... 0 ••••• 60 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of theM. l B. study tapes 
is not as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub-
ject matter is well worth to and digesting. 0 
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INSPIRATION'S> CHALLENGE 

" ... With deep gratitude he repeated the promise that God's presence 
would be with him; and then he made the solemn vow, 'If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's house in 
peace; then shall the Lord be my God: and this stone, which I have set for 
a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that Thou shalt give me I will sure
ly give the tenth unto Thee.' 

"Jacob was not here seeking to make terms with God. The Lord had al
ready promised him prosperity, and this vow was the outflow of a heart 
filled with gratitude for the assurance of God's love and mercy. Jacob felt 
that God had claims upon him which he must acknowledge, and that the 
special tokens of divine favor granted him demanded a return. So does 
every blessing bestowed upon us call for a response to the Author of all 
our mercies. The Christian should often review his past life and recall with 
gratitude the precious deliverances that God has wrought for him, sup
porting him in trial, opening ways before him when all seemed dark and 
forbidding, refreshing him when ready to faint. He should recognize all of 
them as evidences of the watch care of heavenly angels. In view of these 
innumerable blessings he should often ask, with subdued and grateful 
heart, 'What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?' 
(Ps. 116:12). 

"Our time, our talents, our property, should be sacredly devoted to Him 
who has given us these blessings in trust. Whenever a special deliverance 
is wrought in our behalf, or new and unexpected favors are granted us, we 
should acknowledge God's goodness, not only by expressing our grati
tude in words, but, like Jacob, by gifts and offerings to His cause. As we 
are continually receiving the blessings of God, so we are to be continually 
giving."-CC 65. 
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