
BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

r::tard. f?eease E/lemind ~e 

Lord, please remind me of promises I made in prayer. 

I said ifYou relieve me of burdens that I bear 

I always would be trusting, and my faith would never stray. 

I'd know You walk beside me every hour of the day. 

But, Lord, I'm only human, and should burdens reappear, 

I may forget I promised to trust You without fear. 

Again, please Lord, remind me, I made a sacred vow 

To never doubt Your goodness ... 

Lord, please remind me now. 

-Edna Massimilla 
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INSPIRATION AND 
THE: J,__.!IVING SPIRIT OF PROPHECY 

[Jemmy K Bingh~m] 

H ave you ever wondered why 
those who have no constitution

al authority to operate in the name of 
the Davidian Association vociferous
ly oppose this most important very
present truth doctrine? The pseudo
Davidians do not know, nor have 
they studied the Rod in its entirety to 
know, that the Lord has ordained a 
constitution to govern His Associa
tion in finishing the work for the 
church. Read this importru1t directive 
from the Rod of God: 

"As restorers of every Divine in
stitution, we are to announce to 
the readers of Present Truth, that 
besides the literature of 
they may now also obtain that of 'ref
ormation,' our organizational 
cation, The Leviticus of The Davidi
an "-lAns. 
36:2. 

The above statement is unknown 
to all those who claim to be operat
ing a Davidian Seventh-day Adven
tist Association. They boldly pro
claim that they are carrying forward 
the work of revival and reformation 
in the church, but because they have 
veered away fromthe blueprint of the 
Rod, and therefore do not lmow what 
our Constitution teaches on this sub
ject, their eyes. are closed to the fol
lowing statements from our organi
zational manual: 

"ARTICLE II~OBJECT 

"Section 1. The object of this As
sociation is to bring about among 
God's that refmmation called 
for in the Testimonies for the Church, 
Volume 9, page 126, as the prereq
uisite movement to sounding the 
'Eleventh-Hour Call' (Matt 20:6, 
of 'the everlasting gospeL..' "--The 
Leviticus, p. 5:1. 

"Thus raised of necessity, not of 
choice, this Association within the 
Seventh-day Adventist organization 
is ordained ... to implement that 'great 
reformatory movement' and purifi
cation called for 'among God's peo-
ple' (5T 80; 9T "-!d., p. 12:2. 

This great reformatory move
ment, resulting in the purification of 
the church, can only be accomplished 
by the "living Spirit of Prophecy" 
resident among God's people. Says 
the Rod: 

" ... Without the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in the midst no revival and 
reformation efforts can succeed, and 
that is why thev all heretofore have 
failed ... . 

" ... Without the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in our midst, there can be 
no success in any revival and refor
mation, and ... the sooner we know it 
the quicker we shall achieve our 
goal."-lTG 10:27:1,2. 

(3) 
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They have not the slightest idea as Spirit? Only God's blueprint, His 
to the meaning of the words, "living Rod, can open our eyes of under
Spirit of Prophecy," or they should standing to this important truth. 
understand, were they true Davidian 
students, that when Sister White 
died, the living voice became quies
cent. All Davidians teach that since 
this is so, God had to raise up a liv
ing prophet to save the church from 
"spiritual death, malnutrition" which 
was "accompanied by a long train of 
woes" (3Ans. 51, 52). Though E. G. 
White's published works are in the 
church, they are unread and unappre
ciated. So it was not until God raised 
up another prophet, Brother Houteff, 
who came in the role of antitypical 
Elijah, that inspired truth was again 
brought to the church. These break
away brethren are able to show the 
church its spiritual malnutrition after 
Sister White's death. They know that 
her published works are not the liv
ing Spirit of Prophecy. Yet, mainly 
for the position of vice president of 
their various organizations, their 
jaundiced eyes cannot see that just as 
the published works in 1915 cannot 
and do not constitute the living Spirit 
of Prophecy, just so the published 
works of the Rod do not and cannot 
constitute the "living Spirit of Proph
ecy" after 1955. What is sauce for the 
goose, is sauce for the gander! 

And what is the "living Spirit of 
Prophecy"? Is it an inspired person? 
Is it his published works? Is it In
spiration at work through the Holy 

What Is Inspiration? 

"In Its scriptural sense, Inspiration 
is defined as 'a divine influence di
rectly and immediately exerted upon 
the mind or soul of man' (The New 
Century Dictionary); in other words, 
It is a special function of the Spirit of 
God. It is, therefore, in Its divers 
manifestations, set in operation, not 
by the working of the mind itself but, 
on the contrary, by the power of the 
Spirit."-lAns. 38:1. 

"Inspiration, consequently, is not, 
in Its manifestations, limited to man 
alone. And sacred history reveals that 
neither is it limited to visions (Dan. 
7:2), or dreams (Gen. 28:12), or in
direct communication (Ex. 40:35; 
28:30), or direct face-to-face conver
sation (Gen. 18:2) with divine be
ings, or to any other form of expres
sion. Rather, It comes 'in divers man
ners.' Thuswise, God 'at sundry 
times ... spake in time past unto the 
fathers.' Heb. 1:1."-Id. 39:1. 

"Indeed, the very word, Inspira
tion, in its theological significance, 
means to communicate Divine in
structions free from men's adulter
ation. Hence, any objection to Inspi
ration can only, in the last analysis, 
be an attempt to put God out of sight, 
and to bring men to the front to cut 
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off the only channel through which 
God can interpret the Scriptures, 
communicate with His people
'reveal truth and unmask error' (TM 
107:2)."-3Ans. 26:2. 

"The ways of Inspiration are con
stant, the same yesterday, today, and 
tomorrow. Questions concerning re
vealed truth must therefore be an
swered in the same way today as they 
were in John's time. And thus now, 
as then, the critical, the skeptical, and 
the doubting will find many hooks 
upon which to hang their doubts. But 
likewise now, as then, the doubters 
will be taken in their own craftiness." 
-1Ans. 46:2. 

"Have you not yet discovered 
that, whether it be in ancient or in 
modern times, all the Bible truths that 
men have ever learned have come 
only through the inspired channel
the Spirit ofProphecy?"-6Tr. 40:4. 

5 

This statement establishes the fact 
that ALL Bible truths, and hence the 
truth on Inspiration and the living 
Spirit of Prophecy, can come only 
"through the inspired channel-the 
Spirit of Prophecy," through the Holy 
Spirit, through Inspiration. 

Manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

There are three basic manifesta
tions of the work of the Holy Spirit 
which concern us in this connection: 

As a revealer: Revelation 1-22 
As an interpreter: "The remnant 
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that is left, the saints who were not 
swallowed by the dragon's flood as 
the earth opened her mouth, at that 
time, not before, you note, have the 
'Testimony of Jesus Christ,' the liv
ing Spirit of Prophecy active in their 
midst."-2TG 24:24:2; 

"[The remnant} alone has the tes
timony of Jesus Christ-the living 
Spirit of Prophecy in its midst (Rev. 
19: 1 0)-the Spirit Who leads into all 
Truth, Who alone can rightly inter
pret the Scriptures (2 Pet. 1:20, 21)." 
-2TG 34:19:4; 

As a binder: "And the 'testimony' 
is His living Word passed on by His 
chosen and Spirit-filled messengers 
-'the Spirit of Prophecy' at work 
(Rev. 19:10). Hence to bind up the 
testimony among His disciples is to 
confirm 'the Spirit of Prophecy' 
among them and them only. And to 
seal the law among them is to have 
the law authorized and fortified by 
Truth, to have them see the necessity 
of keeping it."-2TG 41:24:2; 

"To have the law authorized is to 
have INSPIRATION, the only author
ity that can authorize it, authorize that 
portion of the law-the statutes and 
judgments (Mal. 4:4)-which It did 
not authorize through the Spirit of 
Prophecy from 1844 to 1915. And to 
fortify the law is, obviously, to open 
it up more fully-that is, to validate 
the statutes and judgments, that the 
law of commandments, thus strength
ened and enriched, can be 'pro-
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claimed ... more fully."-18Tr. 3:5. 
It was our understanding in the 

past to be concerned with the 
first two points, and thus we were 
more conversant with them. The 
third point, being the present truth 
manifestation, should be infinitely 
more impmtant to us today. We have 
all understood that the Holy Spirit 
first reveals, and then later interprets 
the truth to us. We are learning now 
that He binds it up and finally seals 
us for the heavenly gamer. It is either 
by rejecting or accepting the present 
tmth that we are lost or saved. 

In all of these the Holy 
Spirit is progressively at work in its 
Office of the of Prophecy 
(2TG 24:15, Thus the Spirit of 
Prophecy successively the 

1 reveal~d "Testirno~y of Jesus Christ," 
then mterpreted 1t, and now, the 
Spirit of Prophecy is at work binding 
up the "Testimony of Jesus Christ,''' 
each in its order-in its proper time 
and season. 

The revealed truth was on)\11Ice:a 
in the Old and the New Testament 
periods; the interpreted testimony 
has been produced from time to time 
as needed (present truth), from 
Moses' day through Sister White's, 
and mostly since 1929 through Eli
jah. And now the bound-up testimo
ny is being produced for the sealing 
of the law among "truth's disciples" 
(2TG 41 and thus for the fin
ishing of the work. to 
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accept the revealed and interpreted 
testimony but not the bound~up tes
timony, is a greater sin against the 
Holy Ghost than to accept the reve .. 
lation of the testimony but not the in~ 
terpretation of it. 

In these three separate and distinct 
operations of the Spirit of Prophecy, 
we are brought clearly to see two all
nu>n~'te:nlt advanced truths: that 

the church's having "the living Spirit 
of Prophecy" in her midst does not 
necessarily and invariably equate 
with her having an interpretative 
prophet today-Elijah---in her midst; 
and (2) that to have the living Spirit 
of Prophecy in our midst now means 
to have the Holy Spirit in a 

binding up the testimony 
among us. 

The vision or revelation 
of the testimony is in the Bible; the 
inspired interpretation or exposition 
of the testimony is in the Rod. And 
the binding up or assembl
ing and applying of the inspired in
terpretation is in the Association's 
publications. As we focus on the 
dear light of this three-fold or full 
truth on the manifestations of the 
Spirit of there is 
harmony in what otherwise is hard 
for the opposers to understand. 

Thus in demonstrating "through 
mighty signs and wonders, by the 
power of the Spirit of God" (Rom. 
15: "these noble creatures give 
such a volume of milk that we are 



BASHAN TIDINGS 

compelled to separate the cream, and 
are able to dispense only it. The milk 
we preserve. This plenitude bespeaks 
our being blessed with such a full
ness of Truth (milk) that all we can 
do is to send out the high points-the 
butter or cream. Revealed truth never 
before having amassed itself into 
such an inexhaustible store as it has 
today, completes the evidence that 
the interpretation of this prophecy is 
correct, and that The Shepherd's 
Rod, which contains the truth for this 
time, has caused the land to flow with 
'milk and honey.' "--6Tr. 31:1; 

"The Spirit of Prophecy at work 
is the only remedy against isms in the 
church and in the world."-lTG 
14:21:1; 

"This unit, having 
demonstrated that the Bible can be 
rightly interpreted only by the Spirit 
that dictated It, shows that the 
Church can be led into all Truth only 
by this Spirit-controlled method: 
through the interpreters (the two 
golden pipes) who alone are quali
fied and enabled to bring forth meat 
in due season (golden oil) from the 
Scriptures (olive into the store-
house (golden of Present 
Truth; and in tum through the minis
ters (seven tubes) who alone are to 
pass on from the bowl the oil to the 
Church (candlestick), that it might 
illumine with the light of life this 
dark and dying world of ours."----6Tr. 
25:1. 
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The Meaning of the Teirm 
"'The Spirit of P:rophecy" 

The terms "Spirit of Prophecy" 
and "living Spirit of Prophecy" have 
been grossly misunderstood by both [ 
SDAs and pseudo Davidians alike. 1 

The Church contends that the books 
of Sister White constitute the Spirit 
of Prophecy, and that there is no other 
living, inspired agent for the church 
(thus summarily negating the inspi
ration of the Rod message). The 
pseudo Davidians also stubbornly 
maintain that the term applies only to 
the writings of the Rod, and not to a 
living, active, inspired agent in their 
midst It is necessary for us as David
ian teachers to understand the differ
ence between the two terms-the 
Spirit of Prophecy, in contradistinc
tion to the living Spirit of Prophecy, 
and what significance the latter holds 
for us. 

Carefully read, digest, and high
light the following passages in your 
Rod books: 

What the Rod Terms the 
Spirit of Prophecy 

" ... Mrs. White's writings, along 
with what is revealed here, are the 
Spirit of Prophecy-the 'testimony 1 
of Jesus' (Rev. 19: "--6Tr. 69:4. · 

" ... These volumes manifestly are 
the latter-day writings of the 'Spirit 
of Prophecy' (Rev. 19: which en-
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able their patrons to 'refuse the evil, 
and choose the good' .... "-6Tr. 29:3. 

"Clearly, then, the bowl in which 
the golden oil is stored symbolizes 
the storehouse of Present Truth-the 
Word interpreted. The only 'store
house' that contains inspired com
ments on both Testaments is the 
books of the Spirit of Prophecy. 
They, therefore, are the 'golden 
bowL' "-Id. 24:2. 

" ... The 'golden bowl' is that 
which contains the inspired ... writ
ings of the Spirit of Prophecy."-
2SR 285:3. 

" ... The bow 1, the container of that 
which the pipes (interpreters) place 
therein, can be only the writings of 
the Spirit ofProphecy."-3Ans. 27:3. 

" ... The bowl (books) .... "-lTG 
14:21:0. 

" ... The two golden pipes (God's 
inspired interpreters) store the gold
en oil in the golden bowl (Spirit of 
Prophecy publications) .... "-Id. 23:3. 

It is clear that L.'le Rod refers to the 
books, the published works, the writ
ings, the bowl, as the Spirit of Proph
ecy. 

How the Spirit of Prophecy 
Became Inactive 

"Upon the death of Sister White, 
in 1915, thegiftoflnspiration, the ac
tive Spirit of Prophecy, became qui
escent, no longer manifesting Itself 
for a time. With the Church thus cut 
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off from the very source of its life, as 
was the Jewish Church from the 
death of the prophet Malachi to the 
rise of John the Baptist, how could it 
maintain its vitality and growth? 
Hence, now as then, there has fol
lowed the same inevitable spiritual 
malnutrition and deformity, accom
panied by a long train of woes."-
3Ans. 51, 52. 

This statement shows that after 
God's messenger, Sister White, was 
laid to rest in 1915, "Inspiration, the 
active Spirit of Prophecy," became 
quiescent ("inactive for a time"
Dictionary). 

Thus we see that the limited un
derstanding of the nature and func
tion of the Office of the Spirit of 
Prophecy has caused many to err in 
equating it solely with interpretation. 
Interpretation is but the second of the 
three successive functions or mani
festations of the Spirit of Prophecy, 
and is now quiescent until Ezekiel 9 
ushers in the reactivation of revela
tion and interpretation (Joel 2:28, 
29). The work of the binding up of 
the testimony is now the active or 
living function in the manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit, maintaining it as 
the line of communication between 
Heaven and earth. 

Davidians hold that the inactive 
Spirit of Prophecy was reactivated in 
1929 when God sent Brother Houteff 
with the Rod message. Since Broth
er Houteff's death, the same princi-
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pie of truth has to obtain-"Inspira
tion, the active Spirit of Prophecy," 
became quiescent ("inactive for a 
time"). In the light of all that themes
sage has on the subject, one cannot 
consistently believe the Rod, and yet 
claim that "Inspiration, the active 
Spirit of Prophecy," is to remain in
active until Brother Houteff is resur
rected in the special resurrection. To 
date, no one has been able to produce 
any evidence from the message to 
sustain this position. On the contrary, 
the Rod of God says: "Davidians 
hold ... the belief that the Spirit of 
Prophecy [meaning, of course, the 
active, living Spirit of Prophecy] is 
to repose in the Church to the end of 
time .... "-3Ans. 50:2. 

In the light of this and many kin
dred statements, it is clear that all 
these breakaway Davidians do not 
accept, and hence do not teach, the 
entire Rod message. 

What Is the Living Spirit of 
Prophecy, and Who Alone Has It? 

Additionally, they do not accept 
or even rightly understand the fol
lowing important statements on the 
subject: 

" ... [The remnant] alone has the 
testimony of Jesus Christ-the living 
Spirit of Prophecy in its midst (Rev. 
19:10)-the Spirit Who leads into all 
Truth."-2TG 34:19:4. 

" ... The remnant ... have the living 
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Spirit of Prophecy-the Spirit Who 
dictated the Scriptures, Who has led 
God's people into all Truth down 
through the ages, and Who still is .... " 
-2TG 16:24:2. 

"There is but one thing that con
sists of three such parts (two sheep 
and a young cow) that is capable of 
keeping the world alive, and that is 
the Bible-unfolded by the Spirit of 
Prophecy, the Spirit that leads into all 
Truth."-2TG 20:24:2. 

"Throughout these pages, the 
Spirit of Prophecy has, by the proph
etic Word, proved Itself invulnerable 
to attack. It has vindicated Itself, not 
as a voice beginning with Moses and 
ending before John the Baptist, but 
as the ever-living testimony, begin
ning with creation and continuing 
with the patriarchs Enoch, Noah, 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob; then with the 
prophets; next with the apostles; and 
finally, with the messengers of the 
Lord in our own day and on."-6Tr. 
43,44. 

All of these statements prove con
clusively that the ever-living voice of 
Truth, resident in the Church, is the 
Holy Spirit-the living Spirit of 
Prophecy, and not the Spirit of 
Prophecy publications, or the "old 
Spirit of Prophecy" (llCode 3:8:2), 
but the living, abiding, active, ever
present Spirit of Prophecy, the Spirit 
Who dictates all the writings of truth. 

The living Spirit of Prophecy, the 
Holy Spirit, can be likened to a fruit-
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bearing tree, and its yearly crop of 1 the Church and to print the literature, 
fmits likened to the manifestations of they can have little or no success. 
truths in the various periods of earth's They can only create more confusion 
history. Note carefully that the tree is in the minds of the tares, the goats
not the fruits; the fmits are what the those who are not God's true sheep. 
tree produces. Again, the tree is lik- These misguided brethren do not be
ened to the Holy Spirit; the fruits are lieve nor accept the following state
likened to the manifestations of ments: 
truths in the various periods of this 

1 

" ... Without the living Spirit of 
earth's history. Prophecy in the midst no revival and 

The Importance of the Living 
Spirit oft' Prophecy 

"Since ... the ever-living Spirit of 
Prophecy [is] the eyes of the Church 
at work (1 Sam. 9:9), then to be with
out these spiritual eyes is to try to 
walk, as it were, in dense darkness." 
-2TG 45:8:2. 

Without these spiritual "eyes of 
the church at work," we grope, stum
ble, and fall, and are not able to cope 
with all the many winds of doctrine 
and other problems confronting us. 
This condition is true of all dissident 
Davidians who do not have the liv
ing Spirit of Prophecy in their .midst. 
It is noteworthy to observe that while 
all of these dissident groups are at 
variance with one another, they hold 
one thing in common-hatred for, 
and opposition to, Bashan and the 
living Spirit of Prophecy. They have 
no living voice ofinspiration. Rather, 
the voice of man informs their minds 
and directs their steps. In their mis
guided effort to take the message to 

reformation efforts can succeed, and 
that is why they all heretofore have 
failed. 

" ... Without the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in our midst, there can be 
no success in any revival and refor
mation, and ... the sooner we know it 
the quicker we shall achieve our 
goal."-lTG 10:27:1, 2. 

There is only one remedy for all 
these ism-breeding groups, and that 
remedy they spurn and reject. 

" ... The Spirit of Prophecy at 
work is the only remedy against isms 
in the Church and in the world,''
lTG 14:21:1. 

"At work"-Does that mean the 
voice of a dead Sister White, a dead 
Brother Houteff? Emphatically No. 
They are not alive and cannot be "at 
work"! Again, the living Spirit of 
Prophecy is the resident voice of the 
Holy Spirit, Inspiration, manifested 
in a living person. Adead agent can
not have the voice. Only the voice of 
the living agent can keep the Spirit of 
Prophecy "at work" in the church. To 
lose one's vision is to lose "the 
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supernatural guidance afforded by 
the voice of the prophetic 
resident among them" (lAns" 65:3)" 
Only the Holy Spirit resident among 
us can be the living voice" 

".".The testimony of Jesus Christ 
is the ever-active Spirit of Prophecy!' 
-{STr42:3" 

""""The ever-present Spirit of 
Prophecy alone is able to cope with 
the confusion in the world today, re
sulting from the many 'winds of doc
trine: "-Id" 70 71. 

"Ever present" cannot mean when 
the agent is dead" Obviously, ever
active means that the gift in some 
form is to "repose" in the Church" 
The only question in what form at 
the present time? For confused and 
break-away Davidians, this means 
the Rod writings depicted in the chart 
of the golden bowl of Zechariah 4" 
For the informed Davidian, it means 
the Holy at work through a Jiv-· 

person, binding up the testimony" 

Is the Golden Bowl the Living 
Spirit of Prophecy? 

at cross purposes with 
God and hence with themselves, with 
only uninspired man infonning their 
minds, all these dissident Davidian 
Associations claim that the bowl is 
the Spirit of Prophecy, and that 
they need no further Inspiration until 
the resurrection of Daniel 12:2" Is the 
Golden Bowl the living Spirit of 
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Prophecy? What does the Rod of God 
say on this very important matter? 

"Clearly, then, the bowl in which 
the golden oil is stored symbolizes 
the storehouse of Present Truth-the 
Word interpreted""-6Tr" 24:2" 

" .. "The boWl """"-lTG 
14:21:00 

"" " "The the container of that 
which the pipes (interpreters) place 
therein, can be the writings of 
the Spirit of Prophecy!'-3Ans" 
27:30 

And in another representation of 
the "golden bowl," when the proph
ecy ofisaiah 7:21, 22 is used, the Rod 

"It is none other than the pub
lished works of the everliving Spirit 
of Prophecy the living Spirit of 
Prophecy, butthe published works 
the everliving Spirit of Prophecy]!' 1 

-2TG 20:24:20 
What is responsible for the many 

winds of doctrine 
now since the death of antitypical 
Elijah? Nothing but the loss of the ac
tive, living voice of Inspiration can 
account for an the dissident, discord
ant Davidian voices now ringing in 
our ears, filling our ranks with doc
trinal effluvium, confusion, and divi
sion since February 5, 1955" So it is 
incumbent upon God in His mercy 
to restore Inspiration, the 
eyes," to His so that they can 
see the light and cope with the many 
winds of doctrines ever proliferating 
in our midst since 1955, and increas-
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ingly so today, over forty years later. I This is very clearly and definitely 
But unless and until we make these answered in the following Rod testi-
eyes of Inspiration our eyes, we can 
never have the hope of seeing the ad
vancing light of truth, of understand
ing the doctrine, and of finding fel
lowship with those who walk in its 
light. We must then grope in the mis
leading light of "private interpreta
tion" still holding only to the "old 
Spirit of Prophecy"-now the Rod 
publications. Only as the "living 
Spirit of Prophecy," "the Spirit who 
leads into all Truth" (2TG 34: 19:4; 
2TG 16:24:2), reposes in our midst, 
can we and will we see to walk in the 
ever-advancing light of the Rod of 
God. 

mony: 
"John 10:3: 'To him the porter 

openeth; and the sheep hear His 
voice: and He calleth His own sheep 
by name, and leadeth them out.' 

"The porter, the one in charge, 
opens the Door only to those who 
have complied with the requirements 
for admission. In other words, the 
Lord is plainly telling us that no one 
may dodge the porter's inspection 
and forever get by. And yet in spite 
of this warning, and in spite of the 
fact 'that to go through the Door is 
even easier than to climb over the 
fence, some choose to take a chance 
stealing their way in-pretending to 

The Present Mode in Which the I be in the 'faith,' thus getting into the 
Living Spirit of Prophecy Is 

Manifested-Authorized 
sheepfold and hoping to take over 
and/or to get a following. It is, how

Shepherds and Inspired Teachers I ever, not possible to induce God's 
true sheep to follow them for they 

"Only 'Inspiration' (a man called know the true Shepherd's Voice. 
of God) can declare the truth and "Only those to whom 'the porter' 
nothing but the truth."-2Code 3 & (the one through whom the Spirit of 
4:13:1:0. Prophecy is manifested) opens, and 

Abiding Inspiration is not the in- who thus gain entrance through the 
spired publications of a dead prophet Door, are the authorized shepherds 
but the abiding, living agent to han- whose voices God's sheep hear. All 
dle these inspired publications aright, such shepherds call the sheep by 
and to lead and direct in their light. name. They are well acquainted with 
How simple, clear, and certain for their flocks because they are intense
those who have eyes to see and ears ly interested in them, and they care
to hear. The question naturally asserts fully lead them in to shelter and out 
itself, What is the prophetic identity I to pasture. 
of the present agent of Inspiration? "Here the student of present Truth 
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will note that by this illustration I publications to the porter at the Door, 
Christ points out that the only shep- "the one through whom the Spirit of 
herds that He recognizes as His are Prophecy is manifested" (1 TG 2:22: 
those to whom the 'porter' opens the 3) now, and the shepherds who are 
Door and invites in. The student will authorized by him-the inspired 
also note that all others are branded teachers. 
as impostors. And the sheep that hear "Isa. 2:22: 'Cease ye from man, 
the false shepherd's voice, He de- whose breath is in his nostrils: for 
dares, are not His sheep."-1 TG wherein is he to be accounted of?' 
2:22, 23. "Here is God's simple remedy for 

In addition to the porter's respon- His people. They should cease listen
sibility of guarding the Door, inspect- ing to 'soothsayers,' they should in
ing the sheep, and authorizing the stead hear what Inspiration has to 
shepherds, Inspiration gives the fol- say. They should study God's Word 
lowing answer to the question as to for themselves with the aid of actu
what specifically is the porter's work ally inspired teachers of God, and 
at this time: make their own decisions-never, 

" ... The 'testimony' is His living never rely upon the decisions and 
Word passed on by His chosen and judgments of others, no matter what 
Spirit-filled messengers-'the Spirit they are, or who they be."--lTG 
of Prophecy' at work (Rev. 19:10). 29:14:L 
Hence to bind up the testimony "Although God anciently per
among His disciples is to confirm mitted the peoples' teachers (their 
'the Spirit of Prophecy' among them prophets) to be pushed into a corner, 
and them only."-2TG 41:24:2. abused, and slaughtered, He will per-

To "bind up" is to confirm. "To mit it no longer. The eyes of His 
confirm the promises made unto the people shall see their God-appointed 
fathers" (Rom. 15:8), the promises teachers as they are brought to the 
had to exist To confirm the Spirit of front."-1 TG 32:20:5. 
Prophecy, the Spirit of Prophecy Although today's porter and au
would have to exist. And it does exist thorized shepherds (inspired teach
in the writings of the former and the ers) are not predictive or interpre
latter rain publications. The writings tative prophets, as was Brother Hou
of these faithful messengers now teff, for the simple reason that he 
constitute "the old Spirit of Proph- was Elijah, "the last prophet to the 
ecy" (llCode 3:8:2). These two Church today" (GCS 19:3; 26:3), yet 
"chosen and spirit-filled messen- they are the recipients of "the Spirit 
gers" "passed on" these inspired of Inspiration" which "works 
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divers ways Its wonders to perform 
... both through agents seen (Ex. 
34:30-35) and agents unseen (Ex. 
3:2) ... through definite impressions, 
dreams, visions, providences, and 
preternatural and instantaneous 
speech endowments" (lAns. 42:2). 

" 'The Spirit was not given-nor 
can it ever be bestowed-to super
cede the Bible; for the Scriptures ex
plicitly state that the Word of God is 
the standard by which all teaching 
and experience must be tested. Says 
the apostle John, "Believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
.are of God: because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" 
(1 John 4: And Isaiah declares, "To 
the law and to the testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them" 
(Isa. 8:20).'-GC vii:3. 

" 'The term "prophet" as used in 
the Bible .. .is employed to designate 
men and women engaged in a wide 
range of service in connection with 
the work of God. Some of these 
never uttered a prophecy as that tern1 
is generally understood .... Some were 
used only for a special occasion, 
others for a long series of years. 
Some wrote out the message God re
vealed to them, and others gave them 
orally. To some, as in the case of 
Daniel and others, were committed 
prophecies reaching into the distant 
future, portions of which are still un
fulfilled. 
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"'Some were God's messengers 
raised up in periods of great crisis, to 
warn the church and the world of 
threatened judgments, and to call 
men back to allegiance to God. Such 
were Samuel, Elijah, John the Bap
tist, and others, John disclaimed the 
prophetic title, claiming rather that 
he was a voice or a messenger of 
God, sent to prepare the way of the 
Lord in calling Israel to repentance. 
But as God's messenger he was de
clared by Christ to be a prophet, and 
"even more than a prophet." Luke 
7:26. "Surely the Lord will do noth
ing, but He revealeth His secrets un
to His servants the prophets." Amos 
3:7.'-PrT, Vol. 5, No. 72. 

" 'In the highest sense the prophet 
was one who spoke by direct inspi
ration, communicating to the people 
the messages he had received from 
God. But the name was given also to 
those who, though not so directly in
spired, were divinely called to in
struct the people in the works and 
ways of God.' -Ed. 46: 1. 

"These heavenly messengers usu
ally were men and women of a hum
ble character; some could neither 
read nor write. Though not having 
the advantages that great men do, 
these instruments in the hand of 
Omnipotence, caused human knowl
edge and worldly greatness to sink 
into insignificance. Thus God sought 
by these methods to reveal His trans
forming power in the human rna-
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chine; both in intellect and in charac
ter. To rebel against God's chosen in
struments is to renounce His power 
in preference to the human, placing 
the finite above the Infinite, who can 
transmit more knowledge in a mo
ment, than the human could in a life
time. 

" ... Prejudice has beguiled and 
ruined more souls than any trap ever 
devised by the great deceiver. The 
one who refuses to listen to reasons 
offered by another is the most igno
rant. Such a man is usually preju
diced because the argument present
ed contradicts his view of the subject, 
or it may be that he considers himself 
more intellectual or of superior social 
standing. Others will not hear the 
truth because it hurts their sinful con
science and for fear that they must 
part from some selfish lust. This class 
is under the power of the devil, and 
on the way to everlasting ruin-sin
ning against the Holy Ghost. Those 
who are sincere in their errors are the 
very ones who are found in the bot
tom of the devil's kidnapping bag. 
This class is the hardest to convince 
that they are on the way to helL"-
2SR 15, 16. 

" ... 'And the Lord said unto 
Moses, See, I have made thee a god 
to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother 
shall be thy prophet' (servant)" That 
is, 'Thou shalt represent My person, 
and act like God by requiring obedi
ence to commands, and by pun-
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ishing disobedience with such pun
ishment as none but God can inflict; 
to which end thou shalt have My om
nipotent assistance.' This is the com
mission to the church in the time of 
the harvest."-Id. 290:2. 

A Living Prophet in the Church 

"After concluding the events of 
the trumpets, the Revelation bears 
record (Chapter 12) of the everliving 
Church and her enemy, the dragon. 
There we are told that the earth helps 
her by opening its mouth and swal
lowing up the dragon's flood (Rev. 
12:16):---the hypocrites in the 
Church. This further illustration of 
the cleansing work in the house of ; 
God discloses when it is that the 
remnant, the 'escaped of Israel' (Is a. 
4:2), those who are not swallowed up 
by the earth, find themselves in con
flict with the dragon. Then it is that 
as a group they 'keep the command
ments of God, and [still] have the 
Testimony of Jesus Christ' (Rev. 
12: 17), the everliving 'Spirit of 
Prophecy' (Rev.l9:10), manifested 
through a living prophet in the 
Church." --16Tr. 11: 1. 

Conclusion 

This indispensable gift-the Spir
it of Inspiration, "the living Spirit of 
Prophecy," must be resident in God's 
vanguard Association only in the ex-
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pressed manifestation needed in this 
period. This manifestation, afforded 
by the Living Voice of the prophetic 
gift resident among them, is clearly 
expressed in the following Rod pas
sages: 

"The term 'prophet' as used in the 
Bible .. .is employed to designate 
men and women engaged in a wide 
range of service in connection with 
the work of God. Some of these 
never uttered a prophecy as that term 
is generally understood .... Some 
were used only for a special occa
sion, others for a long series of 
years."-2SR 15:3. 

" ' ... The name [prophet] was giv
en also to those who, though not so 
directly inspired, were divinely 
called to instruct [teach] the people 
in the works and ways of God' (Ed. 
46: "-Id. 15:5. 

Since Elijah is the last interpre
tative prophet to the Church today, 
then the porter and his "authorized 
shepherds" (lTG 2:22:3) are actual
ly teaching prophets, "actually in
spired teachers" (lTG 29:14:1), 
binding up the Rod testimony and 
teaching and sealing it among 
Christ's disciples "and them only" 
(2TG 41:24:2). 

"Only Inspiration (a man called of 
God) can declare the truth and noth
ing but the truth."-2Code 3 & 4: 13: 
1:0. 

God in His love and mercy has re-
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stored Inspiration, the living Spirit of 
Prophecy, in our midst to be our 
"spiritual eyes" that we may see and 
walk in the light and cope with the 
confusion in Davidia. Only those 
with seeing eyes, hearing ears, and 
believing hearts will walk all the way 
in Heaven's light at eventide, now 
illuminating our way to the King
dom. 

God have mercy on those who are 
following in the misleading light of 
"private interpretation," stopping at 
the "tomb of the death prophets." In 
the gall of bitterness and hatred for 
God's true pasture and for His guid
ance at this time, they journey on, 
vainly, to the Kingdom. "Those who 
fail to keep pace with the Truth as 
Inspiration unfolds It, can never, of 
course, come to 'the unity of the 
faith,' and to a full 'knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, un
to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ.' Such will forever 
be 'children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doc
trine, by the sleight of men .... ' Eph. 
4:13, 14" (1 TG 51 :8:2). May God in
spire all to know that those who ac
cept the Rod's bound-up testimony 
are those who are let in through the 
Door by the porter (lTG 2:22:1)
"those ... who have obtained and fol
lowed an up-to-date map of truth." 
-lTG 51:14:2. 0 



An Important Lesson from D. M. Canright's Views 
on the Spirit of Prophecy 

[By Paul Bingham] 

T hroughout the history of man
kind, God has often selected 

prophets, men and women of ordi
nary backgrounds and families, and 
inspired them to bear His message to 
the world. For example, He called 
Elisha, a farmer, Daniel and Ezekiel, 
exile captives in a strange land, Isa
iah, the gospel prophet, Jeremiah, 
whose father was of "the priests," 
Amos, the shepherd, Peter, the fish
erman, Paul, a tentmaker, and many 
more of that order. Throughout the 
ages, few have accepted these serv
ants of God with open hearts and 
minds. From Moses to Ellen White, 
God's chosen porters, the keepers of 
His flock, have been scorned and de
rided for their humanity and had their 
credentials as God's messengers 
questioned. 

Literally thousands of these skep
tics have replied, when questioned as 
to their beliefs, "I believe in the 
Bible, in Inspiration and the Spirit of 
Prophecy, but I have met Sister 
White (Brother Houteff, William 
Miller, Brother and Sister Bingham) 
and I do not believe him/her to be the 
porter, the one whom God entrusts 
with great and sacred responsibil
ities." 

Although these quibblers and de
tractors are constantly condemning 
God's servants, they do not realize 

that in their attempt to criticize they 
are pointing their finger at them
selves. "Who art thou that judgest 
another man's servant? to his own 
master he standeth or falleth. Yea he 
shall be holden up for God is able to 
make him stand." Rom. 14:4. 

"For Jesus Himself testified, that 
a prophet hath no honour in his own 
country." John 4:44. 

Many are the baleful examples of 
those who pursued such a course in 
times past. One outstanding example 
is the case of D. M. Canright. His 
story should serve as an example to 
us all. 

For nearly two decades, during 
the Church's early years, Dudley 
Mervin Canright, youthful minister 
and protege of Ellen G. White, was 
one of its best young evangelists. In 
1865, at the age of twenty-four, he 
was personally ordained by James 
White, whom he had previously 
served in the capacity of private sec
retary. Between 1865 and 1880, he 
would have a tumultuous career, 
serving on the prestigious General 
Conference Executive Committee 
and as President of the Sabbath 
School Association of the Seventh
day Adventist Church, then retiring 
briefly from the ministry and giving 
way to depression and doubt. In 
1881, he returned to the Church, a 

(17) 
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professedly new man. nounced." He also wrote several 
In a September 13, 1881 article in somewhat questionable and decided

the Review and Herald, entitled, ly hostile biographies of Ellen G. 
"Danger of Giving Way to Discour- White, his former patroness. D. M. 
agement and Doubts," Canright Canright had strayed from the fold, 
wrote, "I came to Battle Creek and never to return. But his sneering writ
freely talked over with Elder Butler, ings on Sister White, the Seventh
Brother and Sister White, and others, day Sabbath, and Adventism in gen
my difficulties and trials. They did eral, which cause Adventists such 
all they could, and all I could ask, to discomfort, should not in any way 
assist me. As I took hold again to discomfit Davidian Seventh-day Ad
labor, and tried to look on the side of ventists. "Where Now is Their Spirit 
courage and faith in the work, I of Prophecy?" Canright questioned, 
found my difficulties disappearing, in his "Life of Ellen White," pub
and my former interest and confi- lished in 1919, four years afterher 
dence in the message reviving, till death. 
now I feel clear and satisfied in the "From the beginning of their his
work again, If the Bible does not tory," he wrote, derisively, "Seventh
plainly and abundantly teach the day Adventists have claimed that 
doctrines of the third angel's mes- they were the remnant church of 
sage, then I despair of ever knowing Revelation 12:17 because they had a 
what it does teach ... .I have no fur- prophet among them; namely, Mrs. 
ther doubt as to my duty and the E. G. White. They have always in
work of my life. As for years in the sisted that had the 'Spirit of 
past, so in the future, all that I am and prophecy' (Rev. 19: 10). When those 
have shall be thrown unreservedly opposed to their views have contend
into this work.,, .I humbly trust in the ed that we have the 'Spirit of pro ph, 
grace of God to help me keep this ecy' in the writings of the prophets 
resolution." as recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 

In 1882, however, after disregard- they have denied it, and have, in the 
ing what he had written just a year most dogmatic fashion, contended 
earlier, he left the SDA Church, that to have the Spirit of prophecy 
never to return. He became pastor of there must be a living prophet in the 
a small Baptist church, a post at church. But now their prophet is 
which he would remain for the rest dead. Where is their 'Spirit of proph
of his life. Canright devoted his last ecy' now? According to the long
thirty years to writing his tour de used argument, they now have no 
force, "Seventh-day Adventism Re- ' Spirit of prophecy, and therefore can-
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not be the remnant church of Reve
lation 12:17. The death of Mrs. 
White killed their argument. If they 
now say that they have the Spirit of 
prophecy in her writings, they admit 
what they have always denied; 
namely, that the writings of the 
prophets contain the Spirit of proph
ecy. If they have the Spirit of proph
ecy in the writings left by their 
prophet, then we have always had the 
Spirit of prophecy in the writings left 
by the prophets of the Bible. All who 
have the Bible, and believe in this, 
have the Spirit of prophecy con
tained in its writings. Therefore, the 
claim made by Seventh-day Adven
tists that they are the only body of 
Christians who have the Spirit of 
prophecy is proven false by their 
own admission. Their former theory 
of the Spirit of prophecy would com
pel them to bring forth immediately 
another living prophet, or surrender 
their argument in defense of the 
'Spirit of prophecy' as represented in 
Mrs. White. This would destroy their 
whole theory on this subject. For a 
period of seventy years they have 
claimed to be the remnant church of 
Revelation 12:17, because they had 
a living prophet in the church. But 
now their prophet is dead, and they 
have none any longer, whereby to 
prolong the 'Spirit of prophecy.' 
They are now in the same condition 
as the other churches, and, according 
to their own argument, cannot now 
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be the remnant church." 
Upon the Scripture, "Where there 

is no vision, the people perish," Sev
enth-day Adventists' stock argument 
has been that in order that the people 
shall be safe and surely guided, so 
that they shall not perish, there must 
be visions, and these the visions of a 
living prophet. Now the person in 
whom alone they centered all true or 
proper visions is dead. And now, to 
them, where are the visions without 
which the people petish? 

Adventists have long since man
aged to doctrinally rationalize their 
way past their old belief in a "living 
Spirit of Prophecy." Canright's 
words (written, incidentally, with in
spiration from Elder A. T. Jones), 
however, still remain, pointing out 
their old, no-longer sustainable, be
lief in a "living Spirit of Prophecy." 
In 1919, VictorTasho Houteff, a thir
ty-four year old Bulgarian hotelier, 
joined the Adventist Church. In the 
next ten years, he would bring the 
Shepherd's Rod message to the SDA 
eschatology; new light which would 
be thoroughly rejected by the Church 
bureaucracy but received joyfully by 
many individual Adventist Chris
tians. 

The living Spirit of Prophecy, a 
doctrine dropped by the SDA church 
as indefensible, had been justified. 
"Here is the Bible's own answer," 
Brother Houteff wrote, in seeming 
reply to Canright, and the SDA un-
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believers, "which says that there is to 2TG 24:23:1-3 (1948 Edition). 
be a people who will have the Testi- D. M. Canright's words, full of 
mony of Jesus Christ at the time the spite and intended malice, may have 
earth swallows up the flood, the hyp- been effectively rebutted by time and 
ocrites. And since this incident (Eze- Brother Houteff, but his accusations 
kiel 9) is yet future, it shows that against the SDA church remain. 
there is to be a prophet in the Church, Some Adventists deny that they or 
for the Bible's own interpretation of their Church ever believed in an 
'the Testimony of Jesus Christ,' is ever-living Spirit of Prophecy. If 
'theSpiritofProphecy'(Rev.l9:10). nothing else, Canright's writings 
The first part of chapter 19:10, you serve to disprove their falsehoods. 
will note, explains that the Spirit of Canright was merely the first in a 
Prophecy is brought to them by a long line of theologians who have 
man, a 'fellow servant,' and that tried vainly to disprove Sister 
those who receive him feel like wor- White's revelations and the Spirit of 
shiping him, but he directs them to Prophecy. Yet, as an institution of 
worship God, not a man. God, it still abides, as do Sister 

"The remnant that are left, the White's written, spiritual legacies. 
saints who were not swallowed by As Davidian SDAs, we know a great 
the dragon's flood as the earth deal of Sister White's life. She was 
opened her mouth, you note, have the fallible and human, as are we, and, 
"Testimony of Jesus Christ," the liv- like Canright, many are tempted to 
ing Spirit of Prophecy, active in their doubt God's prophets, especially 
midst. The Church therefore will not those who came after 1844. 
sleep forever, the true people of God Questioning the Spirit of Proph
will awake to their poverty; they will ecy is a naturally regressive step on 
profit at this rousing call, but the a downhill road. We may say, "the 
dragon's flood will fill the bowels of Bible is good enough for me; I need 
the earth. no one to assist me in my under-

"Let now no one deceive himself standing of its timeless truths." If 
by thinking that the Bible Itself is the we doubt the recent porters, their 
active Spirit of Prophecy. Let us be instructions and teachings, and au
God's real people, logical thinkers, thority, why should we not doubt 
not bait hunters. The Bible, you their ancient, Biblical predecessors? 
know, without the human channel, is Doubt the doctrine of the ever-living 
as inactive as though It were but ink Spirit of Prophecy and we slide from 
and paper. Moreover, the Spirit, too, the ranks of an elite corps, the van
apart from man, is also inactive."- (Please continue on page 40.) 



CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 
1974-1984: The Expansion Era 

Part6 

Jeriel E. Bingham 

B y the end of 1973, the work of 
Bashan was moving steadily for

ward: the pioneers had transformed 
the hill from wilderness to small set
tlement, erected buildings, built 
roads, planted trees, and left the im
print of hard work and dedication on 
the land. All this enabled Bashan to 
successfully convene its first Semi
nar in July 1973. A great deal of work 
was ahead, and only Brother Bing
ham foresaw accurately the purpose 
of the work, the necessary toil, and 
the potential product of the effort. 
The expanding work gratified Broth
er Bingham, yet he was also deter
mined to limit the growth in order to 
avoid an institution that would be too 
large, cumbersome, and complex. 

Younger, inexperienced believers 
thought Bashan would benefit from 
alarge number of workers, a big in
stitution, and a large program with 
departments similar to Old Carmel. 
Brother Bingham's vision was differ
ent, the fruit of many years at Old 
Carmel, where he had been among 
the few people who began that move
ment and nurtured it until it grew to 
125 people. During that time he had 
carried out numerous duties, includ
ing teacher, assistant editor, person
nel manager, and field worker. These 
experiences had schooled him well 

in dealing with people. Any endeav
or with people is beset with difficul
ties that spring from human nature 
and the human condition. Human 
nature fosters anger, jealousy, com
petition, ambition, discouragement, 
disappointment, discord, criticism, 
disagreement, half-heartedness, self
seeking, and self-promotion; the hu
man condition is burdened by physi
cal, mental, and spiritual weakness
es, infirmities, the ravages of time, 
and, ultimately, the great enemy, 
death. During Brother Bingham's 
tenure at Old Carmel, he encountered 
the full range of problems stemming 
from human nature and the human 
condition and was himself not above 
some of its troubles, especially phys
ical ailments such as his stomach 
problem and recurring migraine 
headaches. 

The vast range of troubles that 
afflict human beings had taught 
Brother. Bingham a simple truth: 
more people mean more problems. 
The younger people at Bashan, lack
ing that experience, did not under
stand this fact. They thought that if 
the work needed at least one builder, 
then two, three, four, or a dozen 
would be even better; or if Bashan 
needed one gardener, certainly three 
or four could do more work and push 
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forward the development ofBashan 
that much more; or if one mechanic 
was needed, certainly two could dou
ble the output. Brother Bingham 
patiently counseled the few workers 
who were at Bashan that such a plan 
was not the best way to proceed. 

"I want to keep the institution just 
as small as possible," he said more 
than once-a conviction in line with 
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which, like the temple of old, was in
vested with a powerful symbolism: 
here was a place that arose from in
spiration, sacrifice, and vision. Look
ing at the building, which Brother 
Bingham in the early days liked to 
call the "Citadel," one could not fail 
to see an edifice that was a marvel. 
Nothing anywhere in the Davidian 
world came ·close. And while one 

Gideon's experience in executing man was indeed the motive force 
God's work with a band of three hun- behind both the movement and the 
dred. structure, there was a larger picture: 

He believed in growth but did not the building resulted from deep con
believe that bigger was automatical- viction and sacrifice by Association 
ly better. Brother Bingham's fore- members, as well as the most carefulc: 
sight on this issue was ahead of his stewardship of limited means, exem
time, since in the early 1970s nearly plified by Brother and Sister Bing
everyone thought that "bigger is bet- ham's regular trips in search of dis
ter." Instead he was in effect saying, count materials while the House was 
"The work needs help, but it needs under construction. 
quality more than quantity." The original construction did not 

The quest for quality required a go forward without complications 
constant balancing act between the and problems. The builders made 
need for excellence and the need mistakes, some of which could be 
to economize. In building Bashan corrected while others could not. 
House, Brother and Sister Bingham Why did Brother Bingham hire 
sought to put quality into the build- builders who made such mistakes? 
ing to produce a structure that would Again the answer is found in human 
represent the work, as indeed it did. nature-it is inherently prone to mis
While the various Davidian factions takes-and also in the need of a 
could offer only small concrete block small organization to economize and 
buildings or little wooden sheds for stretch scarce dollars by hiring 
their headquarters, Bashan House builders who would work for less 
was truly an imposing structure that than other builders who might have 
signaled inspired designing and con- been more skillful and more experi
struction. In short, an extraordinary enced. 
man had envisioned Bashan House, In 1973, with the Apartment need-
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ing to be finished, Brother Bingham 
found a local carpenter who worked 
on the project without showing him
self an outstanding worker. Bashan 
needed someone who could turn his 
hand at anything yet not "break the 
bank" by charging high wages. This 
person was found in a local handy
man, Ernest Moudy. ·~Mr. Moudy," 
as he was known, could do every
thing: fix an engine, repair a tele
vision, do electrical and carpentry 
work, pour concrete, or use a weld
ing torch. In the 1960s, after study
ing with the elder of the local Adven
tist church, he had accepted the Sab
bath. Retired and willing to work for 
what he could receive ·from the 
Association, since he was a Social 
Security recipient; he worked for the 
next nine years on every building and 
repair project at Bashan, becoming a 
Bashan fixture known and liked by 
many believers of that era. 

Brother Bingham Sought to push 
through the completion .of the Apart
ment in order to provide housing for 
Brother and SisterPowell and fami
ly, who arrived at Bashan at the end 
of 1973. Mr. Moudy put the finish
ing touches on the Apartment, show
ing care and diligence in his work, 
and proving himself a reliable work
man. With the Apartment finished, 
the Powells moved in and Brother 
Powell took up the work of garden
ing and landscaping, while Sister 
Powell assisted in the office. Broth-

23 VOLUME 22, NUMBER 2 

er .Bingham's vision for improving 
and beautifying Bashan once again 
became apparent. He spent hours 
poring over plant catalogs, studying 
the best trees, shrubs, and flowers for 
this area, drawing up plans for plant
ing; and talking to Brother PoWell 
about where to put each plant Broth
er Bingham was, as noted, a hands
on manager of the work. Many days 
found him with Brother Powell, 
walking the groundS, pointing with 
his cane at places to dig holes for 
trees or shrubs, discussing which 
plants would be suited for a particu
lar location, and later returning to in
spect the progress of the landscaping 
work. 

His hands-on approach some
times took a literal turn. When pack
ages of plants arrived, he would un~ 
wrap them and put them in buckets 
of water to soak their roots before 
planting. Every detail of .the work 
concerned him and as long as he had 
strength, he gave attention to those 
details. 

The work of planting fruit trees 
engaged Brother Bingham's atten
tion from 1971, when he had two of 
his sons plant a few fruit trees, but 
the establishment of the orchard be
gan in earnest when Brother Powell 
came in 1974. Digging holes with a 
pick and shovel, Brother Powell 
planted many apple, peach, and pear 
trees, a work taken up by Jeriel Bing
hamin 1977.1t was a living experi-



BASHAN TIDINGS 24 VOLUME 22, NUMBER 2 

ence with the mattock work of Isaiah 
3. Brother Bingham liked to "think 
out of the box" and liked to try new 
ways of doing things. He saw Bashan 
as a grand experiment in bringing to
gether human effort and divine will 
and was always open to new ideas 
and new methods. After reading 
about a new method for planting fruit 
trees, he had the tree planters fill each 
hole partially full of compost, fol
lowed by broken glass bottles, sup
posedly adding silica to the soil 
while preventing compaction. He 
read about fruit tree production· in 
order to purchase the best stock at the 
best price, first trying one nursery, 
then another, always seeking quality 
at an affordable price. Fruit tree 
planting was an education for an who 
came in contact with the effort, 
whether they planted, harvested, or 
preserved the fruit. The orchard pro
duced well when it reached maturity, 
but its greater importance was a 
training ground for those who 
worked it. 

Brother Bingham loved peaches 
and he had numerous peach trees 
planted. While apples flourish in this 
area and produced soon after they 
were planted, peaches struggle be
cause cold weather often kills their 
blossoms. As a result, the peach trees 
did not produce much fruit. He did 
not live to see the full production of 
the peach orchard, but he did see a 
"vanguard." Sometime in 1985, a 

young man working in the orchard 
spotted several ripe peaches, picked 
a few, and took them to Brother 
Bingham. "Well, well," he said, smil
ing and nodding with satisfaction. "I 
didn't know if I would live to see 
this." Besides having apple, pear, and 
peach trees planted, Brother Bing
ham had grapes planted and for a 
time they produced moderately well. 
The apricot trees grew but bloomed 
so early that frost killed their blos
soms. He also planted many plum 
and nectarine trees. 

Brother Bingham believed that 
Bashan should and could have an or
ganic garden and he promoted com
post-making to enrich the soil, 
bought earthworms to act as natural 
cultivators, and purchased a number 
of plant-derived insecticides in place 
of stronger chemical insecticides. He 
hoped that someone would, as he 
liked to term it, "take hold" of the 
gardening effort and build up a 
showpiece organic garden. Besides 
these efforts to encourage natural 
gardening, he tried to grow a number 
of vegetables that had not been tried 
in this area, such as Jerusalem arti
chokes, a small tuber that can be 
cooked like potatoes and helps re
duce blood sugar. During this period, 
Brother Powell put in many hours of 
labor in the garden, clearing it of 
rocks, making terraces, planting, and 
tending the crops. The effort pro
duced a beautiful garden and large 
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crops of produce. 
Brother Bingham hated waste so 

much that he often took time away 
from his writing to stand at the sink 
of Bashan House kitchen, peeling 
and paring spoiled spots from fruit. 
Obviously this took time away from 
work that was more important, and 
from this perspective, the effort was 
not well spent In the broader scheme 
of life, however, his fruit peeling pro
vided valuable lessons: waste was so 
abhorrent to him that he took valu
able time to show by example that it 
must not be tolerated; and even 
though he lost time from his writing, 
his actions would later be recorded 
for history and become a witness to 
our generation that waste must not be 
tolerated. From a strictly business 
standpoint, it did not make sense for 
someone of his experience and posi
tion to stand at a sink, paring knife in 
hand, and cut out bad spots from 
fruit. Any accountant, and M. J. 
Bingham himself, would have said 
this. Yet there was another, higher 
reason for doing this: he saw Bashan 
as a place where principle must be 
exemplified even if the cost was 
high. This is why a man with out
standing speaking and writing abil
ities would cut fruit, rake rocks, use 
a paint brush, or plant and tend 
plants, and do anything he was phys
ically able to do. ForM. J. Bingham, 
Bashan was a place to exemplify re
ligion, not only talk about it. 
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As 1974 opened, the work on 
Bashan as the base of operations was 
opening up, just as the work of The 
Educators was closing. That year 
would see the fmal two issues of The 
Educator, the first datedAprill973-
September 1974 and the second and 
final dated October-December 1974. 
The April 1973-September 197 4 is
sue ran an important article entitled 
"Application-Not Interpretation," 
setting forth the case for a difference 
between applying texts that the Rod 
had already interpreted, in contrast to 
interpretation, which belonged sole
ly to the Rod. In response to allega
tions that Bashan had privately inter
preted Psalm 68:15, 16, 22 concern
ing the "hill of Bashan," Brother 
Bingham wrote, "It is imperative that 
we make certain, in order to discov
er the true meaning of these verses, 
whether they must be taken literally 
or figuratively, whether as history or 
as prophecy." If they were prophecy, 
they were relevant and could be ap
plied based on the interpretation of 
the Rod; but if they were history, they 
were not strictly relevant and need 
not be applied. Further, Brother 
Bingham showed that if the Rod 
elsewhere interpreted elements of the 
text under discussion, then those in
terpretations could be brought to
gether and applied. He showed that 
the most important elements of 
Psalm 68-Bashan, the "hills," and 
the "sea" -were all interpreted by 
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the Rod: Bashan was a prophetic pas
ture, the "hills" were "sects or minor 
movements," and the "sea" symbol
ized people. Wrote Brother Bing
ham, "Corning back now to the three 
verses, Psalm 68:15, 16, 22, occa
sioning the foregoing paragraphs, 
and to the humbugging allegations 
that the Association engages in pri
vate interpretation of ·these scrip" 
tures, let it be re-emphasized as 
strongly as possible that the Associ
ation does not interpret one word, 
phrase, or clause of these three vers
es, or any others. Rather, it simply 
applies the ROD'S respective inter
pretations of those elements of the 
verses which need interpreting
namely, 'hill,' 'Bashan,' and 'sea.' 
The ROD established the Bible usage 
of them; the Association applies that 
usage as logic demands." The power 
of what M. J. Bingham wrote about 
Bashan was simple: Bashan was
and still is-a fact, something that 
exists. In logic, the fact of physical 
existence is considered a "positive." 

In contrast, its many opponents 
were disadvantaged by trying to 
show that Bashan was not a fact, that 
it did not exist. In logic, the absence 
of physical existence is considered a 
"negative." As logic reveals, one 
cannot prove a negative, whereas the 
positive, based on the existence of 
physical evidence, can be proven. 
The physical evidence was clear: 
Bashan existed not only as a message 
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and a movement but a physical place 
with real facilities and real people. 
This fact gave-and still gives
power to the Bashan movement, 
while frustrating opponents to no 
end. As Hamilton Billy summed up 
in his memorable song, "Bashan is 
here/Carmel is gone/All withered 
and dry." Indeed, Bashan was, and is, 
here in doctrine,. movement, and 
physical location. 

At the end of this article, Brother 
Bingham provided a clear summary 
of opposing views, so numerous and 
colorful that one could see · that 
Bashan had to have something that 
stirred up such fear and animosity. Of 
this concerted· opposition that re
fused to go away, The Educator 
noted: "The enemy ... has hum
bugged one group with the deception 
that Bashan is literal, historical 
Bashan in Palestine. Another group, 
he has humbugged with the decep
tion that Bashan is spiritual--'-figura
tive of the SDA denomination. Still 
another group, he has humbugged 
with the deception thatBashan is fig·· 
urative of antitypical Samaria
Christendom or spiritual Babylon
whence come the ten tribes during 
the Loud Cry. And he has yet anoth
er group humbugged with the decep
tion that Bashan, along with Gilead, 
is figurative of the Kingdom, even 
though Bashan shakes off its fruits 
(Isa. 33:9) whereas Gilead, the King
dom, does not!" 
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In a statement that bears repeat~ 
ing today even more than in 1974, 
BrotherBitighampresented a simple, 
yet penetrating, truth: "Bashan can
not, by any wildest or most strenu
ous reach of the fancy, be Carmel re
named, anymore than Gilead can be 
either Carmel or Bashan renamed! 
Neither can Bashan be where Carmel 
was in Waco, Texas, because Cannel 
which the ROD built there, no longer 
exists but is 'withered' -deserted 
(llCode 12:34), and is now a re
stricted suburban residential commu
nity." Obviously, Old Carmel, in the 
"midst of the wood" -a once seclud
ed place-was dead and gone, des~ 
pite forlorn efforts to revive it. Yet 
the picture for Bashan was very dif
ferent, as Brother Bingham noted: 
"The Divinely elected and preserved 
place for Bashan pasture is exactly 
where it is, right where Providence 
discovered it to us and is developing 
it amid the oaks of the wild woods of 
the Ozarks, in the locale of the little 
town of Exeter from where the sec
ond exodus is to begin." 

Why does Bashan exist? In a 
statement that surely made people 
stop and think then, as it should now, 
Brother Bingham advanced a star
tling proposition in the Apri11973-
September 1974 Educator: "God and 
Bashan do not need you and me. We 
are unnecessary to the carrying out 
of His redemptive purpose and work 
through Bashan and consequently as 
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expendable; as were Cain, Korah, 
Dathan, Abiram, Esau, Achan, Judas, 
et al, for the carrying out of His pur
pose progressively through the ages. 
No, Brother; Sister, it is you and I that 
need God and Bashan (and badly), 
where His Chariot is now ba:sed, dis
charging its precious cargo of truth 
and loading its precious cargo of 
souls for that long-awaited 'great 
day' trip home to the land of our 
fathers." This statement reveals a 
willingness to confront truth that was 
characteristic of M. J .. Bingham. 
Most religious leaders tell their 
members that they are indispensable; 
here was a leader saying that no one, 
including himself, was indispen
sable, a view that fundamentally 
changes our understanding of why 
Bashan exists. In more than one 
study, Brother Bingham even point
ed out that God did not need rough
hewn, slow-moving, trouble-filled 
institutions with rough-hewn, slow
moving, troubled human beings to 
fulfill His work and perform His will. 
Brother Bingham declared that 
angels could complete the work 
swiftly and without trouble, pointing 
to several Biblical examples· of an
gelic intervention in human affairs. 
But herein lay the strength of Broth
er Bingham's vision: he saw that in 
the long and toilsome history of 
mankind, people need God while 
God does not need them; and people, 
not God, need places where they .can 
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retreat to, seek to overcome the 
world, and prepare their characters 
for the judgment. Bashan, like 
Carmel, thus existed, said Brother 
Bingham, not only to proclaim but 
also to exemplify truth. This was the 
essential reason for Carmel's exis
tence and is the essential reason for 
Bashan's existence. 

Brother Bingham continued to 
push the work forward. The April 
1973-September 1974 Educator an
nounced plans for another Seminar 
in 1975: "The consensus is that the 
ten-day Seminar in 1975 at Bashan 
should be held in late July and early 
August. The Seminar will begin Fri
day night, August 1, and end Sunday 
night, August 10." Like the first 
Seminar, the second one would have 
a camp meeting element, according 
to the same Educator: "As Bashan 
House will be able to accommodate 
only the elderly and infirm, it will be 
necessary for the young and strong 
to make preparations to have tents or 
trailers." Here again can be seen the 
effort to exemplify the belief in prep
aration: the Seminar was nearly a 
year away, but plans were already be
ing laid in order to help ensure an ed
ifying experience. 

The final issue of The Educator 
was dated October-December 1974. 
This issue, as had previous ones, re
vealed a writer whose words, if com
pared to a painter's palette, produced 
a full range of colors in contrast to 
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the drab, monochrome palettes of the 
opposition. Contending for a single 
Association that was right, Brother 
Bingham used a list of personified 
and colorful comparisons to make 
the point: 

"Only one of the several Davidi
an organizations now in existence ... 
is the 100%-Rod-only Davidian As
sociation [at] Exeter, Missouri 65647 
USA. 

"ltis 'Leah'ifyouaskJacob(lSR 
61:4). 

"It is the '300' if you ask Gideon 
(WHR59:3). 

"It is a 'quiver' of 'polished shafts' 
if you ask Isaiah (lTG 46:3-4). 

"It is 'Bashan' Hill if you ask 
David (Ps. 68:15, 16, 22). 

"It is the place of God's 'Chariot' 
and 'Throne' if you ask Ezekiel 
(Ezek. 1 :2-10; lTr. 34, 35). 

"It is where the 'oil' is if you ask 
Zechariah (6Tr. 20-23), and where 
the preserved 'mille' is if you ask Isa
iah (6 Tr. 31, 55). 

"It is where the preserved 'man
na' is if you ask Moses (18Tr. 87: 1). 

"It is where the 'balm of Gilead' 
is if you ask Jeremiah (Jer. 8:22; 
46:11; 51:8). 

"It is where the 'keys of the King
dom' are if you ask Peter (2TG 29: 
9:3). 

"It is where the 'storehouse' is if 
you ask Malachi (Mal. 3:8, 9)." 

This was a masterful and inspired 
use of language that heartened 
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friends and irritated opponents, who 
in response could only muster a 
straggler's line of cartoon publica
tions, drab tracts, and pompous 
broadsides lacking logic, clarity, and 
organization. 

For seventeen years, Brother 
Bingham's voice had found its fullest 
expression in The Educators, which 
are remarkable for their duration, in
sight, and grasp of the Shepherd's 
Rod, as well as the consistent pres
sure exerted against all opponents of 
the Rod and Bashan. Everything has 
its season, and the season of The Ed
ucator was over. Brother Bingham 
wrote, "For over ten years now, the 
SHEPHERD of Israel has been ex
tending 'time and chance' for the 
purpose and work of gathering the 
'little ones,' turning His hand upon 
them, through the instrumentality of 
the ROD's bound-up testimony. With 
the publication of this issue of the 
EDUCATOR, the work of Bashan 
turns from doomed Davidia, back at 
long last to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, to gather the 144,000. 
Insofar as we can know now, this is 
the final concentrated collective ef
fort for fragmented Davidia." The 
work would tum, said Brother Bing
ham, back to Adventism and the task 
of reaching it with the Rod message. 

First, however, there was one 
more glow of light at the end of day. 
Fittingly, it appeared at the very end 
of the October-December 1974 Edu-
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cator. H was an obituary notice for 
H. G. Warden, who had been instru
mental in bringing Brother Bingham 
into the Rod many years before. 
Though Brother Bingham had writ
ten cuttingly of Brother Warden at 
times, especially because of his as
sociation with New Carmel until al
most the end, Brother Bingham's af
fection for Brother Warden, and oth
er Old Carmelites, never wearied or 
waned. In 1971, Brother Warden and 
his wife stopped at Bashan on their 
way to Salem, South Carolina, and 
studied with Brother Bingham but 
could not quite pull themselves away 
from their associates. Now Brother 
Bingham noted Brother Warden's 
passing: "Brother H. G. Warden, 
Dean of Davidian teachers, though a 
weary warrior, never laid off his 
armor nor quit the battle till breath 
departed. Although not in the Asso
ciation ranks when he fell, yet 'Know 
ye not that there is a prince and a 
great man fallen this day in Israel?' 
To us who remain: 'It is better to go 
to the house of mourning, than to go 
to the house of feasting: for that is the 
end of all men; and the living will lay 
it to his heart.' Eccl. 7:2. 0, Lord, be 
our salvation as we tum a new leaf in 
the book of records." The final page 
of the October-December 1974 Edu
cator contained the poem, "Five Pas
tures," which today is part of the 
Bashan Hymnody. On this note of 
homage to a former comrade, Broth-



BASHAN TIDINGS 

er Bingham closed the work of The 
Educators and immediately took up 
a work closer to home. 

The Adventist Church at Cass
ville, Missouri, about twelve miles 
from Bashan, now became the focus 
of his attention, inspiring the "Cass
ville Letters." These letters provided 
a sustained critique of the Cassville 
Church, both members and leaders, 
as well as conference officials, who 
periodically visited to shore up the 
small, wavering membership. One 
conference official announced-im
plausibly,--that he was some. sort of 
peace officer and thus imagined he 
had the power to arrest anyone whom 
he considered to be disrupting the 
church. This brought out the warrior 
in M. J. Bingham. After church, he 
confronted the conference man and 
said that this was a conflict between 
truth and error, not church and state, 
but if that was how the conference 
man wanted to play it, Brother Bing
ham would have himself deputized 
as a peace officer as well. He did not 
have himself deputized, butthe inci
dent again revealed Brother Bing
ham's willingness for confrontation 
when it was needed. 

On another occasion in the Cass
ville conflict, at a time when tensions 
were high between church members 
and· Bashanites, Brother Bingham 
lightened the tense situation with a 
bit of humor. Rand Holder from 
Washington . State was visiting 
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Bashan to study the message and was 
unknown to the Cassville members. 
Being Caucasian, he would not be 
associated with the mostly black and 
brown Bashan members. "What 
we'll do," said Brother Bingham, "is 
drop you off a block from the church 
and you walk in and tell them you're 
visiting the area." The Cassville 
members received Rand with open 
arms, seeing in him a source of rein
forcement against the Bashan contin
gent. Happily welcoming him, with
in an hour they had asked him to take 
part in the service. Their joy turned 
to dismay after the service when 
Rand walked up to Brother Binge 
ham, shook hands, and was invited 
to load up in the station wagon head
ing for Bashan. As the wagon pulled 
out, the Cassville members looked 
forlornly at their lost visitor who was 
heading for the wilds of Bashan and 
what they believed would be a huge 
dose of "offshoot" teaching. Away 
from the church, Brother Bingham 
chuckled and said to Rand, "Poor 
folks. They thought they had you." 

The year 1975 brought steady ex
pansion to Bashan. Brother Bingham 
decided the work needed some farm 
equipment since the outdoor work
ers had been digging holes for fruit 
trees by hand or trying to cut heavy 
weeds with hand tools. He purchased 
a new Ford diesel tractor, plus sever
al implements, that greatly aided the 
outdoor work in the orchard and in 
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landscaping. That same year the sec- purchase the land in 1978, the first 
ond Seminar was held, drawing be- major expansion oftheBashan prop
lievers from across the United States, ertythat doubled the acreage to 320 
Canada, the Caribbean, and England. and immediately eliminated the pos
For those who attended, it was clear sibility of disruptive, unbelieving 
that Bashan was settling into itself, neighbors within sight of Bashan 
taking on a more polished look-yet House. The purchase was strictly an 
much work remained to be done. act of faith since money was always 

During this time, local real estate limited but, like ancient Israel, 
agents showed much interest in land Bashan moved forward to encom
surrounding Bashan. A parcel would pass the land about it. 
come up for sale, change hands, and The new land was heavily wood
sell again. Some of this land was ed and provided abundant firewood, 
very dose to theBashan boundaries, an important resource for the wood 
and Brother Bingham began to con- stoves bought and installed between 
sider the implications ofletting that 1978 and 1979. Always seeking to 
land pass into the hands of people economize· and stretch money, 
who might not be friendly toward the Brother Bingham studied the wood 
work. In 1978, a tract of 160 acres burning business, then bought cast 
was bought by the son of a local at- iron wood stoves for the first floor of 
tomey, who happened to work for the Bashan House and the Apartment 
Association occasionally. In rapid and a huge wood burning stove for 
succession, the new owner demand- the Bashan House basement. At the 
ed his legal right of access to his land time, Bashan had enough young men 
through Bashan, brought in a bull- to cut, split, load, transport, and un
dozer, and made a road starting load firewood, and the wood stoves 
where the current entrance is and fol- proved their worth more than once 
lowing the property line for about during power failures .• by keeping 
half a mile. This land came very everyone warm and providing a 
close to the edge ofBashan where the means of cooking. Despite their util
greenhouse now stands-within vi- ity, the stoves would tum out to be a 
sual and hearing distance of Bashan two-edged sword, leading to the 
House. If someone built a house 2004 fire that destroyed Bashan 
there, inevitably they would ask to House. Maintaining wood stoves 
drive through Bashan, creating a was dirty, grueling work, and the 
range of problems and distractions.~ stoves and chim. neys po. sed potential 
With these considerations in mind, hazards that could be eliminated only 
Brother Bingham moved forward to with constant maintenance. Self-suf-
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ficiency, or at least reduced depend
ency on the world, was an important 
part of Bashan's program in those 
days, a principle that the work could 
partially follow since there were nu
merous young people who could do 
the work. Thus the orchard, gardens, 
and wood stoves were an experiment 
in self-sufficiency, just as letting in
experienced workers frame or wire a 
building, landscape, or fix an engine 
promoted self-sufficiency. 

In between building, writing, and 
managing the work at Bashan, Broth
er Bingham felt the call of the field, 
and traveled with the family in 1976 
to Trinidad and Venezuela. The Trini
dad leg of the trip was an effort to 
shore up the group, which was peri
odically plagued by would-be proph
ets, "wise men," and "holy men." 
Brother Bingham, at age 72, visited 
the Cayman Islands in 1977 to study 
with Sister Scotland. After several 
weeks of labor that included regular 
studies with the conference presi
dent, Brother Bingham was gratified 
to see several people take their stand 
for the Rod. 

His periodic field forays provid
ed a change from the burdens of run
ning Bashan, which was like a small 
child that required constant super
vision. With watchful eyes on his 
young workers, Brother Bingham 
moved forward with the work know
ing that the Bashan experience was 
part of a great training effort. As his 
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age increased and his mobility de
creased, Brother Bingham still 
sought to keep a firm hand on the 
work by watching daily events. 
Standing at his study window, he 
would look out, sometimes with 
small binoculars, and would often 
call out to passing workers, who 
would come to his window. He 
would offer encouragement, counsel, 
directions, or sometimes talk pleas
antly with one of his young staff, 
encouraging and supervising them. 
His window conversations again 
showed a leader who involved him
self in the daily movements of his 
flock and the institution, never con
tent to sit back and take a hands-off 
approach. 

As the printing work went for
ward, Bashan acquired a larger press, 
an AB Dick 350 offset, and later a 
360, which was housed in the first 
floor of Bashan House. The first 
printer had been Sister Bingham, 
who, because of her numerous 
duties, was relieved when the task 
passed into other hands. The first 
floor did not provide enough space 
for the operation, and equipment, 
supplies, and printed materials were 
packed into the printing area on the 
east side of the first floor. A nev<.: 
printing facility was needed, but due 
to limited time, manpower, and 
money, that would have to wait until 
1984 when the printshop-cafeteria
auditmium complex was built 
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Around 1976, Brother Bingham 
decided to build a carport attached to 
the Apartment for storing the cars 
and the pickup. Mr. Moudy engineer
ed and built this structure, which 
served its purpose well. Still, there 
was need for a general-purpose 
mechanic shop, storage building, and 
tool depository. In 1980, a building 
named the "I & U" ("Implement and 
Utility") was constructed under Mr. 
Moudy's guidance. 

The I & U provided plenty of 
room for tools and equipment but 
Bashan lacked space for people who 
attended Seminars. The solution, 
suggested one brother, was to tear 
down the carport and erect a build
ing on the concrete slab. Brother 
Bingham often said that one had to 
be a "divine opportunist," and now 
he weighed this proposal as a possi
ble opportunity. In some ways, it was 
an opportunity, though in others it 
was full of problems. Yet given the 
need for increased living space for 
workers, the scarcity of funds, and 
the need for another Seminar, Broth
er Bingham decided to press ahead, 
choosing to view the proposal as an 
opportunity. The newly built carport 
was torn down and its fine concrete 
slab provided the foundation for a 
large three-story building. It was 
built of lumber from Bashan oak 
trees, and was called Oak House. 
Considerable planning went into the 
building, and though a professional 
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architect could not be hired for lack 
of funds, Brother Bingham recog
nized the need for planning, and 
commissioned drawings of the struc
ture, which he studied carefully, hop
ing to eliminate as many problems as 
possible. Board by board the struc
ture, which wasjoined to the apart
ment, arose and finally a three-story 
building stood on the spot of the old 
carport. 

The September 10, 1982, News
letter reported the progress of Oak 
House: "We are in the midst of a 
heavy undertaking-building a three
story structure to house the visitors, 
workers, kitchen, and dining room." 
The letter ended with this post script 
"With the very heavy expense of the 
new building, the costly stepped-up 
printing, and the ever-increasing 
overall operating costs, it is impossi
ble to finish the new building with
out financial help. May every Asso
ciation member sustain the burden to 
come to the help of the Lord by mak:
ing a covenant by sacrifice of every 
unnecessary expenditure. We can 
hold a convocation in '83 only if we 
get the building completed. That is 
going to take many thousands of 
$$$'sand all the volunteer help (car
penter, plumber, electrician) possi
ble." 

In the September 29, 1980 News
letter, Brother and Sister Bingham 
reported progress in the printing 
work: 
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"The Word and Data Processor is mid-summer heat was, as later re
now installed .... We hope to be able ported by the November 20, 1983, 
soon to get all names and addresses Newsletter, a stifling 108 degrees 
organized and keep them carefully inside the I & U. Another serious 
classified~thus expediting the problem arose: the single well near 
steadily increasing work of address- Bashan House could not supply 
ing publications." enough water. Everyone realized that 

The limited means of a small before another Seminar could be 
work is clear from this prut ofthe re- held, a suitable building and a new 
port: "The light table, stool, and jog- water system had to be in place. In 
ger for the Print Shop are installed the autumn of 1983, Brother Bing
and iri use. The total cost of $900 is ham found a construction company, 
paid in full. These are a real boon to Morton Structures, that specialized 
those who work in the Print Shop. in erecting large buildings. Brother 
Now we. are looking forward to get- Bingham described the needs of the 
ting the automatic paper cutter. A work to the Morton representative, 
good used one will cost somewhere who then drew up plans for a large 
in the neighborhood of $6000 .... We building that would provide space 
don't know from where this amount for the new print shop and serve as 
will be forthcoming, but we know an auditorium and cafeteria. In the 
that our Father in Heaven has sup- spring of 1984, Jeriel and Andy 
plied the many thousands of dollars Bingham began moving soil with the 
to purchase the other needed equip- bulldozer and continued the work 
ment (the two presses, the collator, into the summer to prepare for the 
stitcher, folder, plate maker, transfer building crew. Noted the Newsletter, 
machine, photo typesetting, copier, "Bulldozing was begun in August for 
Word and Data Processor, Action the foundation of the new building. 
Line Dictating Equipment, cassette Jeriel and Andy Bingham spent some 
duplicator, light table, 2 IBM Selec- 200 hours on Bashan's bulldozer, 
tric typewriters, plus outside equip- leveling, filling, grading, and smooth
ment and buildings), and will supply ing the site. This part of the job alone, 
what is needed at this time." By had it been contracted to an outside 
God's grace and providential guid- construction company, working at 
ance, all of these and even more were the going rate of $50.00 per hour, 
purchased and installed. would have cost some $10,000. With 

The 1983 Seminar was held in the our own equipment and operators, 
I & U, which was thoroughly cleaned the cost was around $500.00 for fuel 
out and equipped with a podium. The and oil." 
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First a concrete floor was poured, 
then the building was erected quite 
quickly with frame, roof, and siding 
completed by the end of 1984. Once 
again, a cooperative effort took place 
on the concrete work, with an inter
national crew of Lascelles McFar
land from Jamaica, James Moore 
from Trinidad, John Lemky from 
Canada, plus numerous resident 
Bashan workers. As the November 
20, 1984, Newsletter noted, "The 
new building, 125 feet long and 90 
feet wide, sits some 212 feet almost 
due west of Bashan House. Provid
ing ample space for the presses, cole 
lator, folder, stitcher, cutter, etc. and 
for paper and production storage, it 
will be a welcomed and appreciated 
contrast to our present cramped quar
ters. Four separate but connected, 
spacious rooms for typesetting and 
layout room, darkroom, camera 
room, [Circulation Department] and 
bathrooms, respectively, occupy the 
print shop area." This represented 
progress, but a large amount of 
interior work remained to be done: 
ceilings to be hung, lights, plumbing, 
and paneling to be installed. 

After the 1983 Seminar, Brother 
Bingham, Sister Bingham, and son 
Andy mounted an extensive field trip 
that was productive but also present
ed its share of problems. Writing 
from Sterling, Illinois, on October 6; 
1983, Brother Bingham wrote to 
Jeriel, "Here we are in the Cus-
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tomer's Lounge of a Ford garage .... 
Why are we lounging here (for four 
hours)? For the petty reason. of stay
ing alive or at least staying whole and 
healthy: by the mere reason of pre
venting an axle's sheering off-the 
left rear one. To make a long (1500 
miles) story short, the condition-an 
odor like burning brake bands-per
sisted since going down grade after 
[Virginia]. This morning, ten miles 
out of Rochelle, it became alarming. 
So we decided not to delay longerin 
finding out the cause and we turned 
in here .... The doctor's findings: a 
dangerously worn-down axle. The 
doctor's fees: at least $250 silvers. 
Elapsed time· of operation: Four 
hours! [We are] supposed to reach 
Lincoln [Nebraska], 400 odd miles 
west, by nightfall. We'll not make it 
before tomorrow afternoon. We'll 
drive for two or three hours, then 
stop." 

The productive part of the trip, 
noted Brother Bingham in the same 
letter, came from reaching those with 
open minds who would take hold of 
the message. Referring to one broth
er who had accepted the Rod and was 
on his way to Bashan for further 
studies, he wrote, "He will probably 
be at Bashan before you read these 
lines. We have sent him there to 
cover as much ground as possible as 
soon as possible ... He is a very intel
ligent, percipient chap and should 
make fast progress in 'putting it all 
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together,' as he says." I Bashan-printing and publishing. 
As 1984 unfolded, work on the The Newsletter ran a section entitled 

new cafeteria-printshop progressed 
rapidly, with the structure being 
completed in early December of that 
year. The building, which measured 
125 feet wide and 90 feet long, was 
the biggest construction project up to 
that time and signaled a major move 
forward for the work. By 1984, 
Brother Bingham was nearing 79 
years of age and, while still believ
ing in hands-on management of the 
work, he was not physically able to 
be as mobile and active as in previ
ous years. He thus delegated much of 
the work to younger people, but in 
doing so, he did not try to avoid 
shouldering responsibility through 
excessive delegation. When the con
crete in the new building cracked, he 
consulted an engineer to find a solu
tion, and even considered legal ac
tion against Morton for its role. Here 
was a man in the twilight of life but 
still he would not consider retiring to 
his easy chair to enjoy what people 
term the "golden years." For M. J. 
Bingham, life was a matter of time 
and chance, and he intended to keep 
fighting as long as time and chance 
were his. 

In the November 20, 1984, 
Newsletter, Brother and Sister Bing
ham looked back upon the work and 
noted that the years of planning, 
building, and planting prepared the 
way for the most vital work of 

"A Vision comes True," a look back 
at the work that summed up the ex
pansion era between 1974 and 1984. 

"As early as 1974, some Bashan 
Davidians were looking forward to a 
School of the Prophets. But in 197 4, 
the Association was pressing ahead 
full-time and full-force to 'build a 
fort' ~a task which had to precede 
the school and every other consider
ation. When the 'fort,' the physical 
plant, was essentially established, we 
were then able to tum our attention 
to setting 'battering rams' around 
'the city.' And now, besieging the 
city, near and afar, is the order of the 
work. 

"With Bashan House (1970-73), 
housing office, print ship, and living 
rooms; Apartment Annex for work
ers (1974); Bathhouse for convoca
tion (1978); I & U-Implement and 
Utility building (1980); Oak House 
workers' quarters (1982-83), all fi
nally in place, Bashan was able to 
step up attention to the publishing 
work, the farm, the campus, and 
other important concerns. 

"The present print shop [located 
at that time on the first floor of 
Bashan House] was never designed 
to function permanently as such. 
Cramped space, more equipment, 
ever-increasing demand for literature 
and the need of an adequate, con
venient auditorium and classroom, 
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forced the decision to erect a combi
nation building serving all these 
functions. It is in this new building 
that the workers' training institute 
will be housed-the fulfillment of 
the long-held goal for establishment 
of the School of the Prophets." 

During this era, from 1974 to 
1984, Brother Bingham was con
stantly writing. A steady stream of 
letters came forth from his prolific 
pen, today filling boxes of files and 
containing many jewels of truth that 
may one day be edited and released 
for the edification of the movement 
ForM. J. Bingham, each person who 
wrote to him merited a personal, 
thoughtful, edifying reply. There was 
no such thing as a form letter in his 
letter ministry. Using a recorder, he 
dictated the letters, which were tran
scribed by secretaries in the office. 
In a letter dated August 1, 1977, he 
warned of the activities of one of the 
Trinidadian "wise men" who then, as 
well as now, roil the waters of 
Davidia: 

"Word has reached me from 
Trinidad that Brother Leroy John is 
on the prowl with a new heresy-that 
Bashan is in apostasy and that God 
now is raising up a hill of Gibeon, a 
hill of holy desire, from which the 
Solomons of today are to get their 
wisdom! We understand that he 
prowled even to Tobago to study 
with all of you brethren there, so we 
must conclude that you chose not to 
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say anything about it in your letter. I 
don't know how to interpret that si
lence. I would rather let you do so. I 
shall appreciate your letting me 
know your individual and the collec
tive response to Brother Leroy's 
studying with you. The devil is sure
ly determined to overthrow you 
brethren one way or another if pos
sible. I hope and pray that you are 
indeed among the elect and thus im
pervious to his deceptions." [Leroy 
has long since given up everything 
and now attends a Sunday-keeping 
church.] 

Brother Bingham usually closed 
his letters with a quotation or two 
from writings such as The Ministry 
of Healing, Testimonies to Ministers, 
or Steps to Christ. In his letter quot
ed above, he ended with "Sincerely 
yours to have our all on the altar of 
sacrifice laid." It all added up to a 
personal, written conversation full of 
knowledge, wisdom, and encourage
ment and clearly inspired by a bur
den for the welfare and salvation of 
the "little ones." 

Brother Bingham's concern for 
the "little ones" is evident from the 
letters he wrote during periods of 
great activity when time, means, and 
strength were limited. One of the 
"little ones," Sister Blake, an elderly 
sister from Jamaica, wrote him on 
July 14, 1975, beginning, "Dear Pas
tor ... " and ending, "May we all have 
the privilege of meeting some day, 
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if not here, in the Kingdom, is my 
prayer." On July 23, 1975, he replied 
to her letter, writing, "Dear Sister 
Blake: Thank you for your wel
comed lines of the 14th. We were 
happy to hear from you and to know 
of your rejoicing in the message of 
the hour with all those of like pre
cious faith. Although your letter has 
caught me at just about the worst 
time possible, as we strain to com
plete preparation for the Seminar, I 
am pausing long enough to let you 
know that we appreciated your let
ting us hear from you, and that you 
will be in our prayers for God's Van
guard. We know that Brother Nichol
son will acquaint you folk there with 
developments here, and will pass on 
to you as best possible the studies 
during the Seminar. 

"Do pray earnestly for all of us 
here and for the Lord to have com
plete sway with all, and know that we 
shall be praying for you there." The 
letter closed, "Sincerely yours to be 
fully in His hands, MJ. Bingham." 

Despite preparations for the Sem
inar, despite dozens of demands on 
his time, and despite the call of daily 
management of Bashan, Brother 
Bingham took time to reply to a 
handwritten letter from an elderly 
sister on a small island, bringing her 
the cheer and encouragement that 
come from the written word and 
from a man with a burden for the 
spiritual and physical welfare of the 
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flock. Such was the character of Mar
tin James Bing!Iam. 

The case of former Bashan sup
porters was always of concern to 
Brother Bingham. One of these was 
Albert Beck who had become a Da
vidian in Guyana during Mt. Carmel 
days, and supported the reorganized 
Association for a time in the 1960s 
before wandering off to Boulder, 
Colorado, where he set up a juice 
business and dabbled with various 
Davidian factions. The Bingham 
family stopped to see him in 1978, 
and he occasionally wrote to Broth
er Bingham thereafter. Replying to 
Beck in a letter datedAprill9, 1983, 
Brother Bingham showed concern 
for Brother Beck's spiritual welfare, 
while reminiscing about their Guy
ana days. Wrote Brother Bingham, 
"My mind often goes back to that day 
on the Pomeroon when my curiosity 
to see a sloth clinging up a mangrove 
tree along the bank of the river occa
sioned your going up after him, but 
to no avail. The rascal couldn't be 
pulled loose. I can see you yet, tug
ging futilely on him. 

"I like the Pomeroon. I find my
self every now and then reminiscing 
to my wife about it. The orchids, 
monkeys, parrots, and other colorful 
birds, the mangroves and all, fasci
nated me. I've always wanted to go 
back for a last look. My legs are not 
good any more; and even if they 
were, the work is so heavy here now 
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that there's little prospect ofever get
ting that far away again. But I still 
live in hope. 

"I like Guyana. It's a crime what 
those Commies have done to bring 
poverty to the place. 

"Only the Kingdom will elimi
nate all the inequity and outrages 
pestering the social orders of today." 

He closed the letter with this word 
of encouragement to Beck: "Know 
that you are in our prayers that the 
day will yet come when we will see 
you speeding along with the Associ
ation, all four wheels on the track of 
truth." 

Believers sometimes received let
ters from Brother Bingham even 
without writing to him. The corre
spondence files show many such let
ters written at Brother Bingham's ini
tiative. He conducted a lively corre
spondence with Brother Wycliffe 
Brown of New York, discussing 
issues related to the New York group 
and members. In a letter dated July 
5, 1985, Brother Bingham wrote to 
Brother Brown expressing concern 
for a new brother who had been silent 
for a while: "I am writing you here
with out of concern for Brother 
----'-'-· It has been several months 
since we last heard from him. We 
have no grounds for suspecting any 
particular reason for his silence. So 
we can only conjecture that it could 
be anyone or any combination of 
several common reasons for sudden 

silence on the part of newly interest
ed persons. My concern is not pas
sive. It pulls you into its circle, urg
ing that you take on the added bur
den of writing him a few lines of en
couragement not to lose his hold on 
the message. Let him know that since 
we haven't heard from him in some 
time, we are concerned about him." 
Such concern exemplified the text, 
"Before they call I will answer." 

M. J. Bingham relied upon the 
written word as . the best source of 
personal communication and a 
means of clarifying personal conver
sations, which can often lead to con
fusion. Expressing this thought in a 
December 3, 1984, letter to Brother 
Brown, Brother Bingham wrote: "I 
have been prayerfully studying to as
certain if we pulled all strands of our 
conversation together the other night. 
It may be wrong, but the impression 
persists that communication between 
you and Sister ____ came short of 
clarity to the extent that she did not 
apprehend what you were saying and 
the way you meant it to be under
stood. Let us briefly go over our con
versation to make sure that it didn't 
suffer at all likewise." Brother Bing
ham then produced a substantial 
paragraph on the subject of right
eousness in its various phases. His 
emphasis on righteousness gives us 
insight into Brother Bingham's doc
trinal focus in the last years of his 
life, and the paragraph, which will be 
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quoted in the next and final install
ment of this article, sparkles with 
light and inspiration. (At some time 
in the future, parts of these letters 
may be edited and brought together 
in published form for the benefit of 
the flock.) 

In addition to his voluminous cor
respondence with the field, Brother 
Bingham wrote hundreds of pages 
for the Newsletters, Communicators, 
the Cassville Letters, Special Bul
letins, tracts, and other publications. 
His production was prolific, the re
sult not only of vision and burden but 
the conviction that the written word 
carried the power of the Lord and the 
truth to the "little flock." 

During this period, Brother Bing
ham had begun to talk about his own 
departure. This was especially true 
from about 1980 onwards, when his 
studies and writings, which had fo
cused on the great issues of constitu
tional association, typology, and 
prophecy, turned more and more to-

(Continued from page 20.) 
guard of the 144,000, down to the 
level of the average, unenlightened 
Christian. Why go backwards, Breth
ren? Why retrograde? G. K. Chester
ton once remarked that when a man 
ceases to believe in God, he does not 
believe in nothing, but rather, any
thing at an. 
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ward a redemptive theme. His young 
work force, however, was not so 
fully attuned to the realities of life as 
was Brother Bingham. Inevitably, it 
was hard to get people who were 20, 
25, or 30 to think about the issues of 
old age, poor health, and the need to 
prepare for death. As he often dealt 
with these issues, the young listeners 
heard, but did not fully understand, 
his words; or they looked at each 
other with that "there he goes again" 
look. At the end of 1984, however, 
the clock of life was nearing its end 
for the warrior. He saw that he was 
on the last mile home, but like the 
disciples, the workers at Bashan 
were too young, too inexperienced, 
too lacking in wisdom to fully grasp 
the future. And yet, as the night came 
on, M. J. Bingham still contended for 
the faith, putting into action the song, 
"We'll work till Jesus comes, then 
we'll be gathered home." 

Coming next: 1985-1988: The 
Last Mile Home. 0 

Let us strive to go forward now, 
in faith, and without doubts. We are 
climbing a spiritual mountain. Our 
goal, at the summit, is the kingdom .. 
If we should slip now, who knows 
where, or to what depths, we might 
fall? Forward March is the command 
to one and all. 0 



FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

t:hc St(J/cll Orange 
[The King's Daughter, J. E. White, pp. 131-135] 

, 'M amma will never know," 
thought Flora Marshall to 

herself, as she took a large orange 
from the piled-up dish on the table, 
and, putting it in her pocket, went 
hastily upstairs. 

She was expecting two or three 
little friends to spend the day with 
her, and had been busily arranging 
the doll her kind mother had given 
her; but while lingering about, wait
ing for them to come, she was tempt
ed to take one of the oranges which 
had been placed on the table ready 
for dinner. She hurried from the 
room, but had not reached the top of 
the stairs before her brother's voice 
stopped her, calling, "Flora, Flora, 
make haste, I see some of your visi
tors coming in at the gate"; and di
rectly after there was a knock at the 
door, and she could hear the voices 
of Kate and Effie Somers. 

Flora ran quickly downstairs, but 
her face was flushed, and she felt 
miserable and ashamed as she met 
her young friends, and took them to 
the parlor to speak to her mamma. 

Flora tried to laugh and talk as 
merrily as any of them, but she could 
not forget how wrong she had been; 
and the dish of oranges setting right 
before her on the table kept her fault 
ever in her mind. Besides this, not 
having been able to eat the orange 

she had taken, she was in constant 
fear lest she might draw it from her 
pocket with her handkerchief, and 
thus be covered with shame in the 
sight of her young friends. 

Poor Flora! she had sinned 
against God, and against her kind 
mother, and had spoiled all her after
noon's pleasure for the sake of an or
ange. At dinner time she could not 
raise her head to meet her mother's 
glance, who saw that something was 
wrong with her, and who said very 
kindly, "Flora, dear, you are scarce
ly eating anything-are you not 
well?" This made Flora ready to cry 
with shame and repentance. Her con
science was too tender to allow her 
to be happy while her fault remained 
unconfessed. 

All the afternoon they had merry 
games, in which everybody joined. 
They played "Lady's Toilet," "Hunt 
the Slipper," and many more such 
games, winding up with "Blindman's 
Bluff." After this the little girls went 
home, and Flora was left alone with 

(41) 



BASHAN TIDINGS 42 VOL VIVIE 22, NUMBER 2 

her papa and mama while the again without remembering this bad 
younger children were getting ready afternoon." 
for bed. Very gravely, but gently, her 

Several times she had fancied she mother spoke to her about her sin, 
had dropped the orange in some of and the consequences it had brought 
the rough movements of the games, upon her. "I shall not punish you, 
and had gone more than once quiet- Flora," she said, "your own con
ly into a comer of the room to feel in science has been a sufficient punish
her pocket if it was still there. Yes, it ment. I have watched your pale, trou
was quite safe enough. "How could bled face all the afternoon, and 
I be so wicked and so greedy?" should have wondered what was 
thought Flora, "mama always gives wrong with you had I not seen you 
me as much fruit as is best for me, take the orange as I passed the door, 
and yet I have made myself a thief, which was slightly open. Knowing 
and after all have not eaten the or- what you had done, I was not sur
ange, or been able to put it back, and prised that you seemed unhappy." 
it has spoiled all my pleasure." She "But can you forgive me, mama, 
sat still, miserable and unhappy for a and believe that I will never do such 
little longer, and then her resolution a thing again?" 
was made-she would tell her mama "I will forgive you, Flora, because 
before she lay down to sleep that you have told me of your fault; but 
night. remember there is One above whose 

With a slow step and a beating forgiveness you must seek as well as 
heart she went toward the window mine, whose eye is always upon you, 
where her mother was sitting. "Well, and who is grieved when you do 
Flora," said Mrs. Marshall kindly, wrong. Go now, and before you sleep 
"you seem tired and out of spirits tonight ask God to pardon you, and 
tonight; have you come to wish me cleanse you from this and every oth
good-night?" er sin for the sake of His Son, our 

''0 mama!" sobbed Flora, "I have Saviour Jesus Christ." 
come to tell you how wicked I have With a sorrowful, repentant heart 
been, and how very sorry and miser- Flora went to her room, at!d kneeling 
able I am"; and hiding her face in the there asked God to forgive all her 
folds of her mama's dress, she told sins, and to help her for the future to 
the stOf'lJ. resist temptation; but it was a long 

"Here it is, mama," she said, draw- time before she forgot the stolen 
ing the orange from her pocket, "and orange and how miserable she had 
I think I shall never see an orange been that afternoon. 0 



HEALTH WAVE 
"ALTERNATIVE SWEETENERS" -XYUTOL 

[by Your Health Professor, www.nowfoods.com] 

S ugar is rotting more than your 
teeth. It's true. A tablespoon here, 

a few packets there, a cube or two 
with your afternoon tea. It adds up 
faster than you might imagine. And 
while satisfying the old sweet tooth 
is a pleasure that we're all guilty of, 
it's important to understand that con
suming excessive amounts of sugars 
can do significant damage to more 
than just your smile. 

Unfortunately, the problem does 
not stop at table sugar. In fact, the 
most detrimental sugars are often 
hidden in popular processed foods 
and beverages. High fructose com 
syrup (HFCS) is a perfect example. 
Made popular in the 1970s, HFCS is 
commonly used in soda, jelly, candy, 
sauces, condiments, beer, cookies, 
breakfast cereals and many more. 
After a chemically-intense extraction 
and treatment process, all that re
mains is an extremely sweet, nutri
tionally-depleted chemical that's in
expensive to manufacture with an 
extremely high glycemic rating, 
Within the body, high glycemic 
sweeteners are among the most un
favorable, as they can reduce insulin 
sensitivity and encourage the body to 
store greater amounts of fat. 

Thanks in part to the mainstream 
media, the public has been made well 
aware of the influence sugar can 

have on tooth decay and weight gain. 
Still, diets high in sugar can lead to 
a number of health ailments that only 
seem to generate the attention they 
deserve after it's too late. 

In no particular order, excess sug
armay ... 
*Cause headaches and migraines 

*Decrease Vitamin E reserves 
*Decrease the quality of vision 

*Lower immune system response 

*Cause hyperactivity in children 
*Encourage LDL(bad) cholesterol 

*Limit learning capacity 

*Increase the symptoms of depression 

*Prevent bowel movements 

*Reduce sensitivity to insulin 

*Damage human DNA structure 
*Hinder the absorption of calcium/mag

nesium 

*Cause hemorrhoids 
*?£event the release of growth honnone 

*Lead to the formation of kidney stones 

*Cause allergic reactions to certain foods 

*Produce excess digestive tract acidity 

*Alter the structure of protein 

*Interfere with nonnal homeostasis 

*Restrict enzymatic activity 
*Increase fat content in the liver 

*Increase fluid retention 

*Lead to copper deficiency 
*Promote sluggish digestion 

*Debilitate adrenal gland function 

Scary, isn't it? What's even more 
frightening is that most Americans 

(43) 
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have been left in the dark with regard 
to the damage that can be caused by 
regularly consuming excessive 
amounts of sugar. Don't panic. Na
ture has blessed us with a host of 
natural sweeteners that can serve as 
much healthier alternatives. One of 
the most exciting of the bunch is Xyl
itol, an all-natural sugar alcohol that 
was initially discovered in the 1800s. 
Only now, however, is it getting its 
due recognition. Let's investigate. If 
the name sounds familiar, it should. 
Xylitol has been the subject of in
tense study for close to 30 years, and 
the findings continue to prove that 
Xylitol is the real deal when it comes 
to sugar substitutes. For starters, Xyl
itollooks, and has the same texture 
as sugar. Side by side, it would be 
practically impossible to distinguish 
one from the other. With regards to 
taste, it's sweet, but not nearly as 
overpowering as the sugar we've 
grown accustomed to. Finally, it mix
es instantly and has become a favor
ite in kitchens for baking and dessert 
preparation. Yet despite how similar 
this crystalline compound is to con
ventional sugar, it also possesses a 
number of interesting advantages. 

One of the most notable is in its 
caloric value. Xylitol has approxi
mately 40% fewer calories than reg
ular table sugar. This is due to the 
slower pace at which Xylitol is ab
sorbed and partially utilized. At 2.4 
calories per gram vs. 4 calories per 
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gram in conventional sugar, it's easy 
to see why Xylitol has created such 
a stir among calorie counters. But 
that's just the beginning. What 
makes Xylitol genuinely unique lies 
in the long list of health benefits that 
have been demonstrated in numerous 
studies. 

Unlike table sugar and HFCS, 
Xylitol does not promote cavities. 
Studies have shown that when con
sumed in chewing guns, tooth pastes, 
oral rinses, mints and hard candies, 
Xylitol is a smart choice for individ
uals concerned with dental health. 
Moreover, Xylitol has received of
ficial endorsements from 6 Inter
national Dental Associations. 

Another advantage of this natural, 
low calorie sugar alcohol is that the 
body does not metabolize Xylitol in 
quite the same manner that it does 
sugar but at a much slower rate, and 
as a result, does not cause blood sug
ar and insulin levels to spike in the 
fashion that conventional sugar does. 
Typically, the glycemic index of sug
ar tops out near 100, while Xylitol is 
closer to 7. 

Our mouths, middle ear and up
per respiratory systems are prone to 
a number of harmful infection-caus
ing bacteria. One of the major prob
lems with conventional sugar is that 
it can help these bacteria grow. Xyl
itol, on the other hand, can not be 
utilized by these bacteria. 

And unlike many commercially 
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marketed artificial sweeteners, Xyli
tol is a completely natural substance 
that the body produces everyday. 
This deems it a completely safe al
ternative to conventional sugar for 
people of every age. 

[Xylitol is used in recipes in the 
same proportions as sugar. 
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If it is used in too many dishes or 
drinks at one meal or too much is 
consumed at one time, it is known to 
cause diarrhea for a few hours in 
some people. 

So use it with discretion to see 
how your system reacts to it.] 0 

THE LOWLINESS OF THE PATTERN 

O~tk~ot~ttuffkd~~~~-
[E. G. White, Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, July 5, 1887] 

T here is nothing which will weak
en the strength of a church like 

pride and passion. If one engaged in 
the work of God does things in con
tradiction to another engaged in the 
same work, that is strife and vari
ance. If we do this to be esteemed or 
to exalt self, it is vainglory, and death 
to spirituality and to Christian love 
and unity of action. Let there be no 
spirit of opposition among Chris
tians. Christ has given us an example 
of love and humility, and has en
joined upon His followers to love 
one another as He has loved us. 

We must in lowliness of mind 
esteem others better than ourselves. 
We must be severe upon our own de
fects of character, be quick to discern 
our own errors and mistakes, and 
make less of the faults of others than 
of our own. We must feel a special 

interest in looking upon the things of 
others-not coveting them, not to 
find fault with them, not to remark 
upon them and present them in a 
false light, but to do strict justice in 
all things to our brethren and all with 
whom we have any dealings. A spirit 
to work plans for our own selfish in
terest, so as to grasp a little gain, or 
to labor to show a superiority or 
rivalry, is an offense to God. The 
Spirit of Christ will lead His follow
ers to be concerned, not only for their 
success and advantage, but to be 
equally interested for the success and 
advantage of their brethren. This will 
be loving our neighbor as ourselves; 
and an opposite spirit from this 
creates differences and alienations 
and want of love and harmony. 

Oh, how out of place is all this 
strife for supremacy! Jesus alone is 
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to be exalted. Whatever rnay be the 
ability or the success of any one of 
us, it is not because we have manu
factured these powers ourselves; 
they are the sacred trust given us of 
God, to be wisely employed in His 
service to His glory. All is the Lord's 
intrusted capitaL Why, then, should 
we be lifted up? Why should we call 
attention to our own defective 
selves? What we do possess in talent 
and wisdom is received from the 
Source of wisdom, that we may glo
rify God .... He was God while upon 
earth, but He divested Himself of the 
form of God, and in its stead took the 
form and fashion of a man. He 
walked the earth as a man. For our 
sakes He became poor, that we 
through His poverty might be made 
rich. He laid aside His glory and His 
majesty. He was God, but the glories 
of the form of God He for a while 
relinquished. Though He walked 
among men in poverty, scattering His 
blessings wherever He went, at His 
word legions of angels would sur
round their Redeemer, and do Him 
homage. But He walked the eat'th un
recognized, unconfessed, with but 
few exceptions, by His creatures. 
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The atmosphere was polluted with 
sin and curses, in place of the anthem 
of praise. His lot was poverty and 
humiliation. As He passed to and fro 
upon His mission of mercy to relieve 
the to lift up the depressed, 
scarce a solitary voice called Him 
blessed, and the very greatest of the 
nation passed Him by with dis
dain .... 

Who is leaming the meekness and 
lowliness of the Pattern? Who is 
striving earnestly to master self? 
Who is lifting his cross and follow
ing Jesus? Who is wrestling against 
self-conceit? Who is setting himself 
in good earnest and with all his ener
gies to overcome satanic envyings, 
jealousies, evil-surmisings, and las
civiousness; cleansing the soul tem
ple from all defilements, and open
ing the door of the heart for Jesus to 
come in? Would that these words 
might have that impression upon 
minds that all who may read them 
would cultivate the grace of humili
ty, be self-denying, more disposed to 
esteem others better than themselves, 
having the mind and Spirit of Christ 
to bear one another's burdens! 0 

"It is a perilous step to slight the reproofs and warnings of 
God's word or of His Spirit. Many, like Saul, yield to temp

until they become blind to the true character of sin." 

-PP.635 



Finds Bashan's History Inspiring 

I want to say how inspiring it is to 
read the history of how Bashan was 
founded; how sacrifice after sacrifice 
was made in behalf of the cause, for 
the sake of truth. How encouraging! 
It makes us ask ourselves if we are 
really sacrificing for the sake of 
truth. We can never do enough in 
soul winning, fishing, hunting, sup
porting the cause. Who will come up 
to the help of the Lord? Thank you 
again and again for feeding us with 
timely truth. The Lord is good; His 
mercy endures forever. The truth 
brings such joy, peace, and content
ment. I can really say I have found 
peace. 

I forgot to mention how nice the 
Newsletters look.-(Califomia) 

To God Be the Glory 

LETTERS 

is in control in spite offamine, earth
quake, hurricane, and an other disas
ters? God is in control. 

In spite of the developments at 
Bashan,. Oak House, and the many 
other setbacks, let us not despair as 
many others do, but be hopeful in 
Christ Jesus. As simple as this and 
many other things may seem, our 
faith is being tried. 

I am enclosing my signed Appli
cation for the Fellowship Certificate. 
I could not have signed my name to 
this Application before, for there 
were victories to be won and I praise 
God with all those who are through 
Christ gaining victories. Now I can 
truthfully place my signature to this 
Application. To God be the glory! 
(St. Vincent) 

Thank You for the Literature 

Thank you for sending The Whirl-
It is now May and onward we go, wind of the Lord. Could you please I 

not by might but by the Spirit of God. send more literature about His whirl
With all that has befallen us and wind and World War HI in its final
others, isn't it great to know that God ity, by which He pleads with all flesh, 

(47) 
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which begins before the day of His 
vengeance, the slaughter of Ezekiel 
9, comes upon His Church? I also 
would like literature on the setting up 
of the kingdom in Palestine. God 
bless. (Louisiana) 

"Don't Agree with Your 
Positions" 

Please remove my name and ad
dress from your mailing list. I've re
ceived your material for years, and it 
always ends up in the trash. I'm sure 
you mean well, but I don't agree with 
your positions. Besides, I haven't 
gone to church in years. (Georgia) 

Thankful to be a Part of Bashan 

I am very thankful to God for 
Bashan, the hill of God from where 
He is leading and directing His mar
velous work of which I am very 
thankful to be a part, considering my 
unworthiness. Oh, I am thankful to 
Him for His mercies and grace to
wards me, in spite of my shortcom
ings and faults, which I am striving 
through His grace to overcome. He 
has kept me safe so far. 

I am very thankful for all of the 
Bashan Tidings and the Newsletters 
that are sent to me each month. The 
various topics of admonition focus 
our mind on our salvation and I am 
striving daily by the grace of the 
Lord to put them into practice. 
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The history of Bashan by Brother 
Jeriel is giving us a series of climax
ing phases. As I read of your in
volvement in those hard and difficult 
days, you are a heroine for the Lord. 
May He continue to keep and bless 
you. Brother Bingham was a man of 
courage and determination. He knew 
that God had called and appointed 
him to establish Bashan, and he 
meant to fulfill that purpose in spite 
of his handicap, his years of illness, 
and strong opposition from the ene
mies of Bashan. He pressed on 
valiantly and was victorious in the 
strength of the Lord. A great hero for 
the Lord. Oh, what an example he 
has left us. May we by God's grace 
emulate his example. 

We thank God for the ongoing 
construction there, and we are pray
ing that the Lord will provide the 
means to accomplish His work. If it 
were not for Immigration problems, 
more workers from the West Indies 
would have come to help. Anyhow, 
we know it is the Lord's work and He 
will supply the needs. 

The little company here is still 
striving by the grace of God to stay 
in the truth. We thank the Lord for 
three precious souls He has added to 
the little flock, and they are very 
eager and zealous to learn the mes
sage. Brother __ and I are doing 
our best to encourage everyone. (An
tigua) 
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"Does Not Bear the Impress of 
God's Spirit" 

Please remove our name from 
your mailing list. 

Honestly, the booklet started out 
complaining ("Concerned"??) about 
something in 1975. 

If the person (people?) who puts 
this out had spent more time grow
ing closer to our Lord, personally, 
they would have less time or motiva
tion to spread this discontent. This 
material does not bear the impress of 
God's Spirit. Please do not feel it 
necessary to respond to this note. 
(Georgia) 

Remember Them in Prayer 

We have four new people in the 
group, so pray that God will give 
them courage to follow Him. I will 
let you know shortly what has been 
the outcome. Everyone in the group 
is doing well. 

Brother __ has renounced the 
Rod message. Sister __ has been 
absent for a while, though she still 
believes the message, so remember 
her in your prayers. (Canada) 

We Had the Privilege to 
Give a Study 

Two Sabbaths ago [we] had the 
privilege of studying with Brother 
and Sister __ in their home. They 
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were very glad to study with us and 
expressed their desire to continue. 
They are not too acquainted with the 
Shepherd's Rod, but read the Spirit 
of Prophecy and are aware of the 
condition of the church. They stated 
that they have been wondering about 
it for a long time and praying and 
asking the Lord if there is anything 
else. (Florida) 

"Retain My Name" 

I am glad to have received your 
Circulation Letter, to find out wheth
er I am interested in further publica
tions. The fact is that your publica
tions have led me to conduct Bible 
studies in local churches within my 
district, and my fellow brethren are 
glad, too. 

I therefore request the Circulation 
Department to retain my name on the 
mailing list I will be waiting to re
ceive the Timely Greetings. (Malawi) 

Earnestly Praying for the Work 
onBashanHm 

We are thankful for these timely 
messages from the Bashan Tidings, 
reminding us of the importance of 
fortifying our minds with the funda
mental studies of the very present 
truth for 100% Rod-only Bashan Da
vidians. 

We are eamestly praying for the 
completion of the work on Bashan 
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House and the other projects. May 
the Lord have mercy and protect 
those who work under various con
ditions. (England) 

Do Not Semi This Rubbish 

Do NOT send me or my wife any
more of this rubbish! We did NOT 

ask for this material and we do NOT 

want any more of it Please, please, 
take us off of your mailing list. 
(Texas) 

The Work is Vast, 
But the Battle is the Lord's 

The work afield is very vast, and 
the responses are poor, but the battle 
is not ours; it's the Lord's. I am 
endeavoring by His love to do my 
part to enhance the work. Our 
churches are under a severe decep
tion, thinking they are on the right 
track. I am not trying to condemn 
them but we must intervene, for the 
Lord will require their blood at our 
hands. 

Enclosed please find the tithes 
and offerings. May the Lord abun
dantly bless it for the advancement 
of His work there and afield. 

Please continue to keep our fami
ly before the throne of God as we 
continue to "fight the good fight of 
faith" and lay hold on eternal life. 
(Florida) 

Strong Faith to Know God is 
Worid.ng It AU Out 

[We praise the Lord for His pro
tecting care of the brethren in the 
Northeastern U.S. from the flood. 
The following is a letter from Sister 
Breindenbach whose business and 
home were damaged.] 

Thank you so much for your 
words of comfort. I have a strong 
faith and know God is working this 
all out for His glory. I just pray that 
I will work with Him and never 
against Him! I try not to react, but fail 
more than I wish, but I am still striv
ing, always .... 

I have so enjoyed reading the Tid
ings on your husband and children 
and all they did for the cause; it fills 
my heart with love, respect, and grat
itude for all of you! 

We have been having great stud
ies at my home with 12 or more 
brethren present at one time. We 
have also had a lot of visitors. Every 
chance I get I invite someone. I do! 

I feel closer to God more than 
ever, and more humble and thankful 
for all He has brought us through! I 
know I want to serve Him 100%. 
Pray for us, especially at this crucial 
time in our lives .... We need to sell 
the restaurant and our home. Please 
pray for buyers, and if it is God's 
will, most of alL ... (Maine) 0 



RECIPE PAGE 

Millet, Wheat~ and Rice et:c. 

----- Millet is one of the highest nutritional quality grains. 

__..._ Minute and instant rice have the lowest nutritional content 
of any rice. 

~- Whole wheat flour should be used within 2 months of pur
chase to avoid rancidity. Refrigeration, however, will delay the ran

for up to 4 months . 

.-- Store whole grain flours in the refrigerator to it fresh 
and preserve the flavor and nutrients. 

_...,_ Triticale is made from wheat and rye and is more nutritious 
than wheat One of the highestnutrient Hours. Highly recommended. 

__,_., To remove the burnt taste from rice, try placing a piece of 
very fresh white bread on of the rice, then cover u'le It should 
only take a few minutes for the burnt taste to disappear . 

..--- Never add salt to rice until fully cooked; it will toughen the 
rice . 

..--. When making lasagna, use a small amount of olive oil in 
the water to the sections from sticking together. 

--- To keep rice white while cooking, add a few drops of lemon 
juice to the water. 

__.-. A few minutes before your rice is done, place a double paper 
towel just under the lid and finish cooking. The rice will come out more 

and dry. 

~ Bulgar wheat is not a good whole wheat product unless their 
,granules still have their dark brown coating. 

-Dr. Myles H. Bader, 4001 Food Facts & Secrets, pp. 136-139. LJ 
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T~e- T~~ He- Ha--M Pro~ut 
The Lord did not promise 
All days would be bright, 

Or promise we'd never 
Shed tears in the night. 

For life is a mixture 
Of sunshine and rain, 

Of happy times, laughter, 
Of sorrow and pain. 

He did promise always 
He'd stay by our side 
And never forsake us, 

Whatever betide. 

He promised His grace for 
Each trial and task, 

His strength in our weakness
We have but to ask; 

His tender forgiveness, 
New life from above, 

His peace beyond measure, 
His undying love. 

These things He hath promised, 
These things He imparts 
To all who will trust Him 
With faith in their hearts. 

-Beverly J. Anderson 
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TAPE LIST NO. 73 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes-$4.00; 60 minutes-$3.00; 
45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. AU monies must be in U.S. 
currency. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

181 Hear the Lord's Voice-The Shepherd's Rod 
(Micah 6:1-16) .................................. 90 

183 If You Were Nothing, What Would You Choose 
to Be? (2TG 36) ................................. 60 

184 The Healing of the Deadly Wound and the 
Meaning for the SDA Church Today ................. 90 

195 The Active Living Spirit of Prophecy in Our Midst ....... 90 
221 The Living Spirit of Prophecy and the Porter-

Binding Up the Testimony ......................... 60 
679 The Perfect Prayer .................................. 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

150 A Renovated Race Will Walk with Him in White ......... 60 
151 The Earth Helped the Woman-The Three Mouths ....... 90 
152 Questions and Answers, Part 3 ....................... 60 
153 The Lip of Truth .................................. 60 
154 "These Are a Smoke in My Nose" (Isa. 65:5) ............ 60 
265 The Process and Result of Inspiration ................. 90 
499 Traveling with Inspiration-the Last Lap of the 

Journey Home .................................. 90 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of the M. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is well worth listening to and digesting. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATiONS 

1, 3Ans. 

2, llCode 

Ed. 

GCS 

pp 

PrT 

2SR 

5T 

6Tr 

16Tr 

18Tr 

1, 2TG 

TM 

WliR 

The Answerer, Books 1 and 3 

The Symbolic Code, Volumes 2 and 11 

Education 

General Conference 

Pa:aiarchs and Prophets 

The Present Truth 

The Shepherd's Rod, Volume 2 

Testimonies, Volume 5 

Perish?, Tract 6 

At the 11th Hour-Judgment for the Living, 

Tract 16 

The Golden Clasp--Sabbath, Tract 18 

Timely Greetings, Volumes 1 and 2 

Testimonies to Ministers 

White House Recruiter 

Positive Thoughts 

"True love doesn't consist of holding hands-it consists of 
holding hearts." 

-0. A. Battista 

"When pessimists think taking a chance, optimists 
feel they're grasping a great opportunity." 

-Author Unknown 

the person who has faith in himself is able to be faithful 
to others." 

-Erich Fromm 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"If you cling to self, refusing to yield your will to God, you are 
choosing death. To sin, wherever found, God is a consuming fire. If 
you choose sin, and refuse to separate from it, the presence of God, 
which consumes sin, must consume you. 

"It will require a sacrifice to give yourself to God; but it is a sacri
fice of the lower for the higher, the earthly for the spiritual, the 
perishable for the eternal. God does not design that our will should 
be destroyed, for it is only through its exercise that we can accom
plish what He would have us do. Our will is to be yielded to Him, 
that we may receive it again, purified and refined, and so linked in 
sympathy with the Divine that He can pour through us the tides of 
His love and power. However bitter and painful this surrender may 
appear to the willful, wayward heart, yet 'it is profitable for thee.' 

" ... So the Captain of our salvation was made 'perfect through 
sufferings' (Heb. 2: 10), and the children of faith 'out of weakness 
were made strong,' and 'turned to flight the armies of the aliens' (Heb. 
11:34). So do 'the lame take the prey' (Isa. 33:23), and the weak 
become 'as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the 
angel of the Lord before them' (Zech. 12:8)."-Thoughts from the 
Mount of Blessing, pp. 62, 63. 
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