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BASHAN TIDINGS 
TO THE LITTLE FLOCK 

CWtfdjtowera 
I love to see wildflowers grow 

Along a country road . 
Without fanfare they strive to bloom, 

Though humble their abode. 

Blue asters and wild daisies, 
Goldenrod and Queen Anne's lace

Flowers grown in country style 
With quaint old-fashioned grace. 

They ask no special favors
This hardy little band 

Will grow and quickly multiply, 
Spread cheer where'er they can . 

To a weary traveler's heart, 
None could ever be so grand 

As wildflowers blooming by the road, 
~.'>;/, P.lanted by God's own hand . 
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ISAIAH33:9 
FALSE SIGNBOARDS ~ WRONG WAY 

M. J. Bingham 

" Those who, by their human 
. . . construction, shall make the 

Scripture to utter that which Christ 
has never placed upon it, weaken its 
force, making the Voice of God in 
instruction and warnings to testify 
falsehood, to avoid the inconven
ience incurred by obedience to God's 
requirements, have become sign
boards, pointing in the wrong direc
tion, into false paths, which lead to 
transgression and death."-FE 287:0. 

These humbugging human "sign
boards, pointing in the wrong din::c
tion, into false paths," refuse to ac
cept the simple, self-evident, basic 
sequence of Micah 7:14-Carmel 
first, Bashan second, and Gilead 
third. They even say, as one writes, 
"Brother Houteff didn't interpret the 
last half of the text" And that, in the 
very face of lSR 243:2! How any ra
tional mind can be blind to or refuse 
to acknowledge and accept the con
clusive corroborative affirmation in 
lSR 243:2 (though all the while pro
fessing to believe, accept, and exalt 
all the ROD) that "Carmel, Bashan, 
and Gilead are used as symbols of 
good spiritual pastures" whence 
"spiritual food ... (truth) ... found in 
the 'ROD,'" is fed to God's flock, is 
as mysterious and inexplicable as is 
any other part of the mystery of in
iquity. They appeal to the inverted 

sequence of Isaiah 33:9-first 
"Bashan" and second "Carmel," 
even though the significance in this 
scripture is its "profoundly figura
tive" content, not "the time of fulfill
ment" which was, from the time 
Brother Houteff commented on it 
(March 29, 1947), "yet future" (lTG 
34:13:7). 

And in spite of the fact that 
whereas the ROD's treatment of 
Isaiah 33:9 makes clear that this 
prophetic picture was designed to 
establish the FIGURATIVE SIGNIF
ICANCE, not the typological se
quence, of Bashan and Carmel, Its 
treatment of Micah's prophecy 
(7:14) makes transparently clear that 
this portrayaJ was designed to estab
lish equally the significance of the 
names Carmel, Bashan, and Gilead, 
and of their typological sequence. 

Just as it is impossible to unlock 
any door without the right key, like
wise it is impossible to unlock any 
prophecy without the right key. Thus 
without the right key to Isaiah 33:9, 
it is impossible to unlock and open 
up its "profoundly figurative" truth. 

" ... Only when we take God at His 
word," declares Inspiration, "can we 
in truth study the Scriptures. Then we 
need but the key word to unlock the 
mysteries ofGod."-2TG 8:26:1. 

In the present case (the typologi-

(3) 
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cal sequence of the place nouns in sition to and their "continual fault
question, in Isaiah 33:9) we have the finding against the ones that bear the 
ROD's interpretative "keyword" in whole burden of the load" (lTG 
the affirmation that the three place- 7:8:3), and unite with them, thus fa
nouns "Carmel, Bashan, and Gilead" cilitating and expediting the task of 
in Micah 7:14 are symbolical "of finishing "the closing work for the 
good SPIRITUAL PASTURE."-lSR Church."-3T 266:2. 
243:2. What sort of inspiration will pro-

Incontrovertibly, "here we have nounce on the last clause of this 
it" (2TG 8:26: 1)-the "key word"- scripture ["Bashan and Carmel shake 
"good spiritual pasture." With this off their fruits"], dogmatizing that it 
master key in hand, along with a takes precedence and preference 
modicum of dear-headed reason, over Micah 7:14 in establishing the 
Isaiah 33:9 can now easily be un- chronological order of Carmel, 
locked. We shall see it open won-~ Bashan and Gilead, when it [bogus 
drously wide as we use the key inspiration] cannot give a trouble
("Carmel, Bashan, and Gilead are... free explanation of the verse's inti
symbols of good spiritual PAS- mately related clauses immediately 
TURE."-lSR 243:2) which Inspira- preceding, and consequently does 
tion has placed in our hands. not deal with them or even mention 

"The earth mourneth and Ian- them? That, Brother, Sister, is the in
guisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and spiration of desperation which butch
hewn down: Sharon is like a wilder- ers what it handles. In coming to a 
ness; and Bashan and Carmel shake trouble-free understanding of the 
off their fruits." Isa. 33:9. prophecy (Isa. 33:9), it is necessary 

If this scripture did not place to keep in steady focus the pivotal 
Bashan before Carmel, Bashan As- point that since Inspiration through 
sociation opposers (and that includes the ROD (lSR 243:2) establishes 
all stripes of divided Davidians) from Micah 7:14 thekey-fact that 
would never quote or mention it, for Carmel and Bashan are "symbols of 
the simple reason that they do not un- good spiritual pasture," therefore the 
derstandit If they did understand it, clear, prophetic order of spiritual 
they would not resort to it in desper- pastures in Micah 7: 14--Carmel (1), 
ate, heavy-handed effort to change Bashan (2), Gilead (3)-rather than 
the sequence and the order which the the unclear, reverse ·order of them in 
ROD (lSR 243:2) establishes from Isaiah 33:9-Bashan, Carmel-is 
Micah 7:14. Rather, they would for- their actual present-day, antitypical 
sake their fallacy, cease their oppo·- sequence and order. 
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Inspiration, in the production of 
the ROD, clearly illuminated the 
Micah 7:14 sequence-Carmel (1), 
Bashan (2), Gilead (3), but left the 
Isaiah 33:9 sequence-Bashan, Car
mel-dangling in the dark of non
illumination, thus putting upon us the 
absolute compulsion to construe and 
apply the uninterpreted, unilluminat
ed sequence-Bashan, Carmel-of 
Isaiah 33:9 in the clear refulgent light 
of the ROD's interpretation of the 
sequence of Micah 7: not Micah 
7: 14 in the non-light of the Isaiah 
33:9 sequence-Bashan, CarmeL 

That Inspiration's illumination of 
Isaiah 33:9, even as a whole, was but 
dim when the study was reprinted in 
1953, is set beyond question in the 
passage itself: 

5 

"The nouns in this verse 
[Lebanon, Sharon, Bashan and 
Carmel] being profoundly figurative, 
and the time of fulfillment yet future 
[from March 29, 1947 when the 
statement was made], we are unpre
pared [are without light] to make any 
comments."-lTG 34:13:7. 

And never did Brother Houteff 
add ~known word, either published 
or unpublished, to his statement 
quoted above, to explain why Isaiah 
places Bashan before Carmel in his 
four-place sequence while Micah 
places Bashan after Carmel in his 
three-place sequence. 

Incontrovertibly, living-In-
spiration can clear this perplexing 
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opposite. [The other so-called illumi
nated interpreters from 1974 have] 
accepted the uninterpreted, unillumi
nated, unexplained unknown, the Isa
iah 33:9 sequence of Bashan, Car
mel, and have rejected the interpret
ed, illuminated, explained known
the Micah 7: 14 sequence of Carmel, 
Bashan. 

" ... God ... never delegates one 
agent to alter, reset, or to counter
mand the message [or, of course, any 
part of it] with which He has charged 
another agent, without His first mak
ing the matter known to both .... "
lAns. 48:2. 

"Inspiration makes very clear 
that...no one else DARE MEDDLE 

with the Inspired writer's work. This 
rational sequence consistently con
cludes that when a point in one's 
writings is not clear, then the 
writer himself should be consulted 
concerning it, if he is living. Other
wise, only the same Spirit of Inspira
tion, the original Author of the writ
ings, can clarify [not "alter," "reset," 
"countermand," "meddle with" and 
thus obfuscate, but CLARIFY!] what
ever is involved."-Id. 43, 44. 

"We should learn to respect the 
writings of others by neither reading 
into nor leaving out them that 
which the author has never intended 
or sanctioned."-5Ans. 77:4. 

" ... The spirits of the prophets are 
subject to the prophets."-1 Cor. 
14:32. 
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But the spirit informing both (the 
illicit and false shepherds] signboard 
authors, in their daring to meddle 
with and countermand Micah's and 
Brother Houteff's sequential placing 
of the pastures of Micah 7:14 (and 
not only in this matter but in anum
ber of other matters, too), is not, as 
anyone can see, subject to the In·· 
spired author (prophet) of the ROD. 

The only rays of light, dim yet 
significant, that lTG 34:13:7 does 
shed on the problem are ( 1) that not 
just the two place-nouns "Bashan" 
and "Carmel" but all the place
nouns-"Lebanon" and "Sharon" as 
well as "Bashan" and "Carmel"
"are profoundly figurative" or sym
bolical; (2) that "the time of fulfill
ment is yet future"-from March 29, 
1947 when Brother Houteff spoke 
the words; and (3) that he was "not 
prepared" then "to make any com
ments" on either the specific identi
ty of the prophetic place-nouns or 
"the time of their fulfillment" -the 
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sociation emerged from the shambles 
of the General Association, Inspira
tion disclosed in the ROD Itself the 
key to unlocking the quandary and to 
understanding the entire verse. 

Hidden since the beghming of the 
message, deep in Shepherd's Rod, 
VoL 1, the key (that the place-nouns 
Carmel and Bashan, also Gilead, are 
"symbolical" or "highly figurative") 
quickly opens the door of under
standing to the heretofore locked 
prophecy oflsaiah 33:9. 

Of solid importance, too, along 
with the preceding facts, is the signal 
fact that Lebanon, in the four-place 
sequence of Lebanon, Sharon, 
Bashan and Carmel, is first, not sec
ond, nor third, nor fourth, in order. 
Why first, rather than second, third, 
or fourth? Obviously because it per
fectly applies to that which was 
first-to the Millerite Church, and 
not at all to that which came sec
ond-the SDA Church, nor to that 
which came third-the DSDAAsso-

time of their application. Thus Inspi- Ciatwn. Whereas Sharon, which 
ration is obviously indicating that it comes second, perfectly applies to 
would clear both when the time the SDA Church, which comes sec-
would come for both to be the "very 
present truth." 

When the time did come, just af
ter the "knock-out blow ... from sur
prisingly unsuspected foes-from 
professed friends" (WHR 34:0) at 
Carmel [by the former Sister Hout
eff and her Council in 1959], and the 
Davidian Seventh-day Adventist As-

ond, and not at all to the Millerite 
Movement, which comes first, nor to 
the DSDA Association, which comes 
third. Carmel and Bashan, which 
come next, apply respec-

to the first and second of the 
three Davidian periods, which come 
dming the SDA period, and not at all 
to the Millerite and SDA Churches, 
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which come first and second. 
"Ashamed and hewn down." 

These words tell the same story as 
Revelation 10:9, 10 tell-that the 
Millerite Church (figurative Leba
non) experienced a bitter and humil
iating disappointment which left it 
sphituaHy ashamed of what appeared 
to be a fanatical mistake and which 
resulted in all but a few of its cedar 
trees (leaders) being hewn down. 

Why did Inspiration not constrain 
Isaiah to place Sharon or Carmel or 
Bashan first, and have one of them 
hewn instead of Lebanon? 
Why did It not put Lebanon second 
or third or fourth and have it either 
become a wilderness or shake off its 
fruits? Or have either Bashan or 
Carmel either become ashamed and 
hewn down or become a wilderness? 
Obviously because the SDA Denom
ination has neither ever become 
ashamed nor been hewn down. Nei
ther has the DSDAAssociation. The 
Church (Laodicea) is quite satisfied 
that it is rich, increased with goods, 
in need of nothing, and is very much 
the opposite of being ashamed and 
hewn down. So she could not possi
bly, in any way, be figurative Leba
non. 

Neither could she be either figu
rative Carmel or Bashan, for Carmel 
both shakes off its fruits and withers 
and Bashan shakes off its fruits. But 
neither one becomes ashamed and 
hewn down nor becomes like a 
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wilderness. As Lebanon, "ashamed 
and hewn down," perfectly applies to 
the Millerites' experience, so Sharon, 
like a wilderness, perfectly applies to 
the Denomination; and Carmel and 
Bashan, both shaking off their fruits, 
perfectly apply to the DSDAAssoci
ation in its pre-Palestine two-phase 
progression. 

Similarly, the prophetic fact that 
"Bashan and Carmel shake off their 
fruits" does not predicate the shak
ing-off as to time-as taking place 
yesterday, today, or tomorrow but, 
rather, as to event. Which it is in 
time-past, present, or future-can 
be known only when the time has 
come for the passage to become pres
ent truth, and for it therefore to be un
locked by the key of Inspiration. 

Since the "profoundly figurative" 
truth of the passage has been open
ing up progressively since Car
mel became extinct, not before, there 
is therefore no possible possibility 
that the verb "shake," as pertaining 
to Carmel's becoming divest of its 
"fruits" (its message and personnel), 
has either present or future tense ap
plication. Rather, the only possibili
ty is that it has solely past-tense ap
plication from the time it came to 
light-after 1960. 

Moreover, since the Millerite 
Movement (Lebanon) produced the 
SDA Movement (Sharon) which in 
turn produced the Davidian Associa
tion (Carmel), this historical se-



BASHAN TIDINGS 

quence utterly precludes any re
motest possibility of Bashan's exist
ing before Carmel. The inviolable 
continuity of Lebanon (Millerite)
Sharon (SDA)-Carmel (DSDA) se
quence in prophetic necessity as well 
as historical fact allows for Bashan 
historically only after Cannel. 

Why, then, does Bashan in this 
scripture precede Carmel? The only 
logical conclusion is that at the time 
Inspiration brings to light the "key 
word," pasture, and thus unlocks the 
scripture with it, Bashan is the ex
tant "good spiritual pasture" (lSR 
243:2) in the continuing Sharon pe
riod, whereas Carmel is then already 
past and out of the picture. So the 
scripture is dealing with the pasture 
which is the focal point of the 
prophecy at the time it becomes 
present truth-meat in due season, 
for the lost sheep in the wilderness 
of Sharon-Laodicea. And since the 
meat in due season is served by "the 
faithful servant" (Matt. 25:45)-the 
"porter" (lTG 2:21-23), necessari
ly, therefore, this heretofore locked
up scripture can be unlocked and 
published only by the servant or 
porter of Bashan, just as has taken 
place. 

And why is Gilead not included 
in this multifold sequence? Simply 
and obviously because Lebanon, 
Sharon, Bashan and Carmel figure 
forth the four latter-day stages in the 
development of the Kingdom of 
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God -its four pre-Palestine phas
es, all of which phase-out in their 
given time; whereas Gilead, figura
tive of the Kingdom in its final or 
Palestine period and phase, is never 
phased-out but is of eternal dura
tion-"shall never be destroyed .. .it 
shaH stand forever." Dan. 2:44. 

With the door thus opened, the 
prophetic picture stands forth, in its 
place, framed in the ages-long mural 
of history, and . the discerning eye 
marks its predominating features in 
the following facts: 

"The earth" ("land"-margin)
prophetically the new world in con
tradistinction to "the sea," the old 
world-is mourning and languishing 
at the time the prophecy is present 
truth and is understood. 

Note carefully that the predica
tion in the clause, "the earth mour
neth and languisheth," is in the con
tinuing present tense whereas that 
which is prophetically projected (1) 
concerning "Lebanon" ("Lebanon is 
ashamed and hewn down") is in the 
past tense, (2) concerning "Sharon" 
("Sharon is like a wilderness") is in 
the present tense, and (3) concerning 
"Bashan and Cannel" ("Bashan and 
Carmel shake off their fruits") is in 
the indeterminate tense-that state 
of action or of being which may be 
past, present, or future, or which may 
run from the past into the present or 
even into the future, but is not predi
cated of any specific time. 
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To declare the timeless truth that 
"prejudice blinds the soul," is not to 
say that it does so ONLY now, in the 
present, or will do so ONLY in the fu
ture, or has done so ONLY in the past, 
but rather, that it has done so in the 
past whenever it has irifected, or does 
so in the present whenever it irifects, 
and will do so in the future whenever 
it irifects the soul of men. 

In this indeterminate tense, the 
clause, "Bashan and Carmel shake 
off their fruits," is significant, not of 
chronological sequence but, rather, 
of action. Not of when Bashan and 
Carmel shake off their fruits, but of 
the fact that they do shake them off. 

Also of utmost significance is the 
three-fold fact that (1) Lebanon is 
projected by itself; (2) Sharon is pro
jected by itself; (3) but Bashan and 
Carmel are projected together. 

Declares Inspiration " ... past, 
present, and future tense are in per
fect grammatical order when the 
events are properly understood .... 
This is one of the rules to detect pres
ent truth."-lSR 244:1. 

9 

As illuminated by the analogy in 
Matthew 20: 1-6 as set forth in The 
White House Recruiter, page 19:3, 
the clause, "Bashan and Carmel 
shake off their fruits," in speaking of 
the two places conjointly rather than 
singly as in the case of Lebanon and 
then Sharon, shows that Bashan and 
Carmel are very closely connected in 
point of both time and relationship. 
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At the time the prophecy is pres
ent truth, "Lebanon is hewn down" 
-gone; "Sharon is like a wilder
ness," not like a vineyard; "Bashan 
and Carmel shake (not have shaken 
nor will shake, but it is their destiny 
to shake) off their fruits; that is, they 
become barren of whatever they pro
duce, whatever constitutes their 
fruits-their message and personneL 

In "the message of the hour" 
(1 TG 48:23:3), Inspiration establish
es the sequence of Carmel, Bashan, 
and Gilead, but identifies and places 
only the "good spiritual pasture" of 
Carmel, showing that it is the seat of 
the Chariot of God ( 1 Tr. 34, 35), the 
font of the ROD of God, published 
by the Association of God-the Da
vidian Association's Universal Pub
lishing Association. 

Since Davidians are fundamental
ist Seventh-day Adventists, they can
not be symbolized by "Sharon"-a 
wilderness. Rather, only the Church 
itself, Laodicea, can be Sharon, 
which was also, once, a "good spiri
tual pasture" rich in the unblighted 
truth of the three angels' messages, 
and divinely designed and patterned 
to be like Christ-"the Rose of 
Sharon" but, now, tragically, become 
instead, by the eroding and deterio
rating practices of insidious aposta
sy, "like a wilderness"; in other 
words, become a spiritual wilder
ness, devoid of the Spirit of Truth and 
full of errors and abominations as re-
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vealed in the ensuing Inspired pas
sages: 

1. "Avarice, selfishness, and de
ception of almost every kind are in 
the church."-5T 210:2. 

2. "As Jesus views the state of His 
professed followers today, He sees 
base ingratitude, hollow formalism, 
hypocritical insincerity, Pharisaical 
pride, and apostasy."-Id. 72:2. 

3. "False doctrine is one [just one, 
mind you] of the Satanic influences 
that work in the church, and brings 
into it those who are unconverted in 
heart."-TM 48:0. 

4. "Many [not a few, but many] 
will stand in our pulpits [almost ex
clusively, only SDA ministers stand 
in SDA pulpits] with the torch of 
false prophecy in their hands, kindled 
from the hellish torch of Satan."
Id. 409:3. 

5. "I am filled with sadness when 
I think of our condition as a people. 
The Lord has not closed Heaven to 
us, but our own course of continual 
backsliding has separated us from 
God. Pride, covetousness, and love 
of the world have lived in the heart 
without fear of banishment or con
demnation. Grievous and presump
tuous sins have dwelt among us. And 
yet the general opinion is that the 
church is flourishing, and that peace 
and spiritual prosperity are in all her 
borders. 

"The church has turned back from 
following Christ her Leader, and is 
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steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet 
few are alarmed or astonished at their 
want of spiritual power. Doubt, and 
even disbelief of the testimonies of 
the Spirit of God, is leavening our 
churches everywhere. Satan would 
have it thus. Ministers who preach 
self instead of Christ would have it 
thus. The testimonies are unread and 
unappreciated."--5T 217:1, 2 (first 
part). 

6. "The facts concerning the real 
condition of the professed people of 
God [the SDA Church], speak more 
loudly than their profession, and 
make 'it evident that some power has 
cut the cable that anchored them to 
the Eternal Rock, and that they are 
drifting away to sea, without chart or 
compass."-COR 36:3. 

7. "These sighing, crying ones 
had been holding forth the words of 
life; they had reproved, counselled, 
and entreated .... But the glory of the 
Lord had departed from Israel; al
though many still continued the 
forms of religion, His power and 
presence were lacking. 

"In the time when His wrath shall 
go forth in judgments, these humble, 
devoted followers of Christ will be 
distinguished from the rest of the 
world by their soul-anguish, which 
is expressed in lamentation and 
weeping, reproofs and warnings. 
While others try to throw a cloak 
over the existing evil, and excuse the 
great wickedness everywhere preva-
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lent, those who have a zeal for God's 
honor and a love for souls, will not 
hold their peace to obtain favor of 
any. Their righteous souls are vexed 
day by day with the unholy works 
and conversation of the unrighteous. 
They are powerless to stop the rush
ing torrent of iniquity, and hence they 
are filled with grief and alarm. They 
mourn before God to see religion de
spised in the very homes of those who 
have had great light. They lament 
an.d afflict their souls because pride, 
avarice, selfishness, and deception of 
almost every kind are in the 
Church."-ST 210:2, 3. 

8. "Pride, the love of pleasure, 
and sin have been cherished, and 
Christ has departed. His Spirit has 
been quenched in the church. Satan 
works side by side with professed 
Christians; yet they are so destitute 
of spiritual discernment that they do 
not detect him."-2T 442:0. 

9. " ... But the worst 
those which provoke the jealousy of 
the pure and holy God, were unre
vealed."-ST 211:30 

Bashan's and Carmel's being 
"good pasture" incon
testably makes Lebanon and Sharon, 
in their inception, "good spiritual 
pasture" likewise. The same parallel 
in logic obtains here as in Revelation 
14:6-9 and 13-18, concerning which 
Inspiration declares: 

"All classes of second Advent be
lievers agree, that the Angel brought 
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to view in the 6th and 7th verses of 
this chapter, represents the Advent 
message, to the Church and World. 
If this is true, then all five of the An
gels brought to view in this chapter, 
represent five distinct messages, 
or to the advent, or we are left with
out a rule to interpret this chapter." 
-A Word to the Little Flock, pp. 10, 
11. 

Just as all five of a kind in the 
Revelation 14 sequence of Angels 
must have the same generic signifi
cance-messages, just so must all 
five of a kind in the Isaiah 33:9-
Micah 7: 14 sequence of name-places 
have the same generic significance
pastures, or "we are left without a 
rule to interpret" this scripture. 

Analogically, aU five digits on the 
hand have the same generic signifi
cance-fingers. Specifically they are 
different-little finger, thumb, mid
dle finger, et al, but generically they 
are one and the same-fingers. 

The same is true of the five toes 
on the foot Specifically they are lit
tle toe, big toe, et al; generically they 
are toes. 

The five angels of Revelation 14 
are, generically, messages, though 
specifically they are different mes
sages. Likewise the five name-places 
in Isaiah 33:9-Micah 7:14 are, gener-

pastures, though 
they are different pastures. 

What could be more obvious, 
simple, clear, and certain? 
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In the end-time dispensation of 
the plan of salvation, the four spiri
tual pastures ofisaiah 33:9 develop 
the remnant people of God. Davidi
an Brother, Sister, no matter how 
much you may nostalgically want 
and how desperately you may try, 
you cannot feed in Carmel today, 
which has shaken off its fruits and 
withered, any more than you can 
feed in Lebanon today, which is 
hewn down. There are only two 
places-either in the wilderness of 
Sharon, the Church, or in the green 
pasture of the ROD! Take your 
choice. And the ROD's fresh, green 
pasture of soul-saving truth, is only 
in Bashan now and until we go home 
to Gilead. That is what your Bible 
shows you. That is what the ROD 

shows you. And you will be very 
wise to say AMEN to what they show 
you, and not to the pseudo-sooth of 
the soothsayers and the heretical 
hum of the humbuggers. 

Now that the Lord has mercifully 
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posted warning clearly exposing the 
false signboards, so that now "the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein" (Isa. 35:8), the way 
to Bashan and home cannot be 
missed by any who have eyes to fol
low the--~ OF TRUTH. 

Come, Brother, Sister, "harden 
not your hearts, as in the provoca
tion." Heb. 3:8. Hearken while the 
Spirit pleads, "COME." Your time 
and chance are fast fleeting. Your 
Father who gave All to reconcile 
you; your Brother who paid the pdce 
to ransom you; and we, your brethren 
who love you, want to see you win, 
not lose, all. Don't, we beseech you, 
linger longer. Come-while you still 
have the time and chance to do so, 
and can gloriously turn that chance 
into tremendous victory. 

COME. 
-M.J.B., The Timely-Truth Educa
tor, Vol. 18, No.2, pp. 10-17, Oct
Dec. 1974. (All emphasis and italics 
belong to article.) 0 

Ah Lord God! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth 
by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing 
too hard for Thou showest lovingkindness unto thousands, 
and recompensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of 
their children after them: the Great, the Mighty God, the Lord of 
hosts, is His name, great in counsel, and mighty in work: for Thine 
eyes are open upon all the ways of the sons of men: to give every 
one according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his do
ings: which hast set signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even 
unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men; and hast made 
Thee a name, as at this day .• Jeremiah 32:17-20. 



CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH 
1985 - 1988: The Last Mile Home 

Part7 

Jeriel K Bingham 

A s 1985 opened, M. J. Bingham 
faced another birthday on Feb

ruary 22. He would tum 80 years old 
and time was taking its toll. He often 
said, "Don't get old," a half-humor
ous, half-rueful way of telling young
er people that the ravages of time 
could not be held off forever. That 
was the text or obvious message; the 
subtext or less obvious message was 
that everyone should make the most 
of time and chance. Despite the on
slaught of time, Brother Bingham 
kept an active schedule of writing, 
speaking, and managing the work, 
though he increasingly delegated 
these tasks to his young staff. He kept 
an eye on the progress of the new 
auditorium-printshop but left most of 
the day-to-day construction deci
sions and oversight to subordinates. 
The auditorium-printshop was the 
biggest, most expensive project 
Bashan had undertaken up to that 
time, and the cost of the 
was paid from the regular income of 
the work rather than from a loan. As 
the January 1985 Tidings noted, 
"All will be happy to know that the 
means needed to pay Morton Build
ing Company the remaining amount 
of $26,572.00 for the building, the 
concrete contractor for 
203'A yards of concrete for the foun-

dation, and $5,000.00, so for 
plumbing and electrical supplies and 
inside materials, the Lord has won
drously provided and we are thank
ing and praising Him for His bless
ings." 

M. J. Bingham valued nature, an 
interest that showed up regularly in 
his writings. In the June 11, 1985 Tid
ings, he described in detail the bios-

of Bashan in springtime: 
"Since the last issue of the Tidings, I 
the weather has been moderately 
variable. The Lord is blessing us with 
abundant rainfall, producing a vi
brant attire of variegated greens and, 
gratifyingly, bringing on fast gar- I 
dens, orchards and Al-

the palate has feasted on lus
cious peas, asparagus, lettuce, radish
es, greens, and rhubarb, and the eyes 
on beautiful flowers-forsythia, 
pussy willows, anemones, tulips, hy
acinths, rain lilies, peonies, wygalia, 
and mock orange, as each have come 
in tum, and now the gorgeous climb-

roses in front as well as on both 
sides of Bashan House. And soon the 
gladiolus, lilacs, and Rose of Sharon 
will be into white, blue, and 
pink profusion. So you can see that 
along with the variegated greens of 
trees and bushes, the floral succes
sion keeps Bashan colorful 
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and beautiful as God would have it." 
Being able to report on the natural 
beauty of Bashan gratified Brother 
Bingham since his landscaping work 
was now coming to fruition. Why not 
sit still and enjoy it? He could and 
perhaps should have done so but 
there were people in his "circle of 
concern" that he wanted to talk to in 
order to extend time and chance to 
them. This required more traveL 

During early summer 1985, 
Brother Bingham decided to travel to 
the Erie, Pennsylvania area, both to 
visit his cousin and to give studies. 
Brother Bingham's grandfather and 
father had lived in that area of Penn
sylvania, and his cousin was a life
long resident of Wesleyville, just out
side Erie. Brother Bingham with 
Jeriel and Sister Bingham as drivers, 
set off in June 1985 for Erie to meet 
with a small group of prospective 
Rod students who had already stud
ied with another Davidian group. 
Brother Bingham studied with this 
group, especially focusing on Micah 
7:14. They seemed convinced
though grudgingly-that Bashan 
was the right association. The en
deavor was like giving someone an 
inoculation that seems to take hold 
but loses its efficacy, allowing the 
person to revert to the pre-inoculant 
stage. So it was with this little group: 
although Brother Bingham's studies 
on the pastures and the typologies 
seemed clear, his listeners were not 
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able to rise above the suspicion and 
hostility implanted in their minds 
against the man and the message by 
opposing factions. Not long after 
Brother Bingham's visit, the people 
in this group wandered away to con
tinue their wine sampling tour with 
various factions. Still, the Erie visit 
was pleasant and gave Brother Bing
ham and his cousin, Lovilia Over
dorf, a chance to visit and recall old 
times. Their grandfather, Martin 
Alonzo Bingham, a Civil War veter
an, was buried about 100 miles west 
in the Union Military Cemetery in 
Elyria, Ohio. Lovilla recalled that 
Grandfather Martin had fought and 
been wounded in the Battle of Anti
etam, Virginia. Lovilla was a staunch 
Methodist and Brother Bingham was 
a staunch Adventist, but neither tried 
to convert the other. 

Upon his return to Bashan, Broth
er Bingham resumed his normal full 
schedule of writing, speaking, and 
overseeing the daily operations of 
Bashan. During this time, Bashan 
hummed with activity: building, gar
dening, planting fruit trees, and land
scaping. The work on the cafeteria
auditorium-print shop building con
tinued since there was much interior 
finishing work. The building stood 
on excavated ground. Since Bashan 
has little flat land, the building was 
located on a hillside that had been 
leveled. The sides of the building site 
had to be stabilized, and when one 
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brother suggested using old railroad 
ties to build a retaining wall, Brother 
Bingham consented. Yet there was 
another side to this issue: would con
crete retaining walls provide more 
strength and durability? They would, 
and a contractor offered a bid of near
ly $40,000 for the work. The con
crete would last for up to fifty years, 
while the wooden ties (square wood
en beams used to tie one railroad 
track to another) would last only 
twenty years. After weighing the sit
uation, Brother Bingham decided to 
use the wooden ties. Brother John 
Lemky took on the job, supervising 
a crew of young men who built the 
wall during the autumn of 1985 and 
spring of 1986. Brother Bingham 
tried to save money by using the 
and also believed the work experi
ence would benefit some of the 
young men. One of these young men, 
"Ortiz," exemplified Brother Bing
ham's statement that people needed 
Bashan rather than the reverse. Ortiz 
had studied the message, then revert
ed to his former street life of drugs 
and crime. One evening he called 
Bashan and sobbed into the phone, 
"I'm sitting here with my gun and 
I'm going to kill myself." The mo·
ment was dramatic, and M. J. Bing
ham took action. "Tell him to get on 
a bus and come here and we'll help 
him get straightened out" he said to 
someone who took Ortiz's phone 
call. (Later, Brother Bingham learned 
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of this brother's inventive abilities, 
which may have inspired the dramat
ic moment more than anything else.) 
Brother Bingham again sought to ex
tend time and chance to this young 
man, giving him at least six months 
at Bashan to work out his problems. 
Brother Bingham firmly held to the 
purifying value of work and believed 
sweat and hard work would help this 
young man focus his mind and get 
away from a multitude of distrac
tions. "Work him just as hard as you 
can," he said to Jeriel and Brother 
Lemky, who were overseeing the 
project. "Maybe you can work out 
some of the devil that's in him." For 
Ortiz's six months on the project, a 
battle raged between hard work and 
the devil., with Brother Bingham 
spending many hours in prayer, 
study, and counsel with the young 
man. 

In the last four or five years of his 
Brother Bingham's writing de

creased, while his ministry of per
sonal counseling increased. He spent 
hours talking with believers on a 
wide range of issues: jobs, marriage, 
children, questions about the mes
sage, problems with fellow believers, 
and especially their personal prob
lems. Brother Bingham spent hours 
in the "Blue Room" (named for its 
blue carpet) counseling Ortiz, trying 
to help him overcome a heavy weight 
of problems springing from his street 
life of drugs, alcohol, and dangerous 
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living. Day after day, Brother Bing
ham talked and prayed with Ortiz, 
who enjoyed the attention. Despite 
his association with the message, and 
his belief that he had been called to 
exchange the streets for the King
dom, street life had imprinted itself 
too powerfully upon him. In the end, 
he left Bashan and returned to the 
streets of New York. Bashan had 
been opened to him as a retreat from 
the world, and Brother Bingham had 
given him time and chance. If one 
had asked M. J. Bingham why he had 
allowed Ortiz at Bashan, he would 
have replied that Bashan existed to 
help people, and he would have 
pointed to the parable of the net 
when cast, it brings in all kinds of 
fish, the good commingled with the 
bad. 

Parhelion forM. J. Bingham was 
the period perhaps from 1984 to his 
death. Parhelion is the last flash of 
light from the sun before it dips be
low the hmizon, and in this final pe
riod of his life, light would still 
from his pen from time to time. In a 
December 3, 1984letter to Brother 
Wydiffe Brown, we find an example 
of parhelion. In this letter, he dis
cussed with Brother Brown the doc
trine of righteousness-a topic that 
increasingly preoccupied him in the 
last years of his life. He wrote, 
"While it is true in one way that Mt 
Cannel, the production and period 
and place of the message, represent-
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ed the final period of righteousness 
by grace-imputed righteousness
in contrast to Bashan period and 
place in which the truth is bound up 
and which represents the period of 
the righteousness of Christ, it is also 
true that, in continuum, righteous
ness by grace-imputed righteous
ness-leads to the righteousness of 
Christ-imparted righteousness by 
the hand, step by step, through both 
periods. For the object of the mes~ 
sage from its beginning was to bring 
reformation-retained justification 
or sanctification, the righteousness 
of Christ And though the Cannel pe
riod did not see that work consum
mated, it did see it begin and advance 
and finally-let us say in 1955-
pass on the truth and the work of ref
onnation and revival: the work of re
tained justification or sanctification, 
or the righteousness of Chris t--im~ 

righteousness, to the Bashan 
period, as the relay runner passing on 
the baton to the succeeding runner 
whose specific job is, not to remn the 
first lap but, to run the second lap; 
and yet necessarily, in passing on the 
baton to the third runner, is to bear 
the success of the first lap along with 
the success of the second lap, so that 
when the third, the Gilead runner, 
takes the baton of cumulative 
he bears retained justification or the 
righteousness of Christ-imparted 
righteousness, down the home 
stretch. 
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"So though each period distinc
tively and predominantly represents 
its own respective stage in the cli
mactic work of redemption, yet the 
Carmel period-the stage of incep
tion and production of gospel truth 
for the final work of redemption
coalesces into the Bashan period, the 
stage of binding up the truth for that 
final work, which coalesces into the 
Gilead period, the stage for pro
claiming, both by word and by ex
emplification, the total truth of the 
gospel for man's salvation. Radical
ly simplified, we have two comple
mentary stages of cumulative truth 
and developmental righteousness co
alesced in a third and final period of 
the gospel of salvation." 

M. J. Bingham, an experienced 
writer, knew how to meet his reader. 
Thus, when necessary, he wrote in a 
simple, folksy, and easy-to-read 
style. At other times, when dealing 
with complex doctrinal issues, his 
writing was more complex, theolog
ical, and harder (for some) to read, 
just as he noted to Brother Brown: 
"While this formulation [quoted 
above] may be a bit too involved the
ologically for the majority, as a 
guideline it can be adapted in your 
own words to present the equation to 
reconcile the two points of view con
cerning the work of Carmel and 
Bashan." Why write a passage that 
was, as Brother Bingham observed, 
probably more complex than most 

17 VOLUME 22, NUMBER 3 

people could understand without 
some assistance? One answer lies in 
M. J. Bingham's keen sense of histo
ry: he knew he was writing for the 
benefit of those who would come 
after him and left on record a passage 
rich with knowledge and insight that 
would be beneficial to later genera
tions. In the final Educator (October
December 1974), Brother Bingham 
compared the message of the Rod 
and work of Bashan to "preserved 
manna," and his paragraphs in his 
letter to Brother Brown fit this de
scliption well. 

M. J. Bingham often turned his 
mind toward friends from his youth 
who were part of his "circle of con
cern." For him, "out of sight" did not 
mean "out of mind" and he kept in 
contact with numerous people from 
his childhood, youth, and school 
days. He was concerned about his 
f1iends' salvation and, depending on 
the person, would raise the issue in 
various ways, ranging from encour
aging them to think about the future 
to producing arguments in favor of 
God and salvation. Some friends 
were Christians, so his discussions 
did not concern faith in God, salva
tion, and the Bible, but might have 
involved issues of "which church is 
right" or "who has the right doc
trine." In dealing with friends, rela
tives, and acquaintances who were 
Christians, Brother Bingham pre
sented his belief that Adventism was 
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the true religion. He would affirm his 
faith without being overbearing, 
dogmatic, or obnoxious as many re
ligionists become when they seek to 
convert others. Despite his good in
tentions to convert his friends, most 
of them rejected or ignored his ef
forts, much to his regret 

In dealing with friends who had 
lost what little belief they once had 
in social Christianity, he showed a 
consistent concern for their spiritual 
welfare. His method was to "drop a 
word" that might help them rethink 
their lives. Two old friends he wrote 
were Clyde and Alice Rutledge of 
San Diego, California. Between 
1976 and 1984, Brother Bingham 
wrote them eight letters. In an April 
12, 1976letter he wrote, "I truly ap
preciate your combined lines of sev
eral weeks ago. My very busy days 
(if my memory doesn't belie the 
truth, I'm pushing harder now at 71 
than I was at 21) make me a pretty 
poor personal correspondent" After 
several paragraphs about friends and 
family, Brother Bingham turned to 
his real concern: "Clyde, I would like 
to see all of you before we take the 
trail that doesn't lead back. But most 
of all, I wish it were in my power to 
ma._ke sure that all of you would be in 
the right place at the end of the trail. 
There are two ways for travelers, and 
one is the wrong way. I've spent 
nearly 45 years of my life doing my 
best by the grace of God to travel the 
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right way and to encourage and in
spire others to do so. Would to God 
that it were in my power to put my 
arm around all of you fellows and 
pull you into the Kingdom of God. 
What could I do, old friend, to per
suade you to make sure to come 
along?" (Emphasis belongs to 
quote.) This was not the end ofM. J. 
Bingham's concern for his old 
friends. If he could not visit Clyde, 
he hoped Clyde would visit him. In 
the same 1976letter he wrote: "Well, 
I would surely like to see you all. But 
our work leaves us little time for oth
er than work, even when we are trav
eling ... Why don't you and Alice 
take a drive down here to see us? It 
would be a nice vacation for you, and 
we'll feed you plenty of corn and po
tatoes-that is, com on the cob, not 
in the bottle! If you have ever been 
in the wild woods of the Ozarks in 
summer time, you know how pretty 
it is. Right now the dogwood is put
ting on its big beautiful white blos
soms. It is always an extravaganza 
here in these parts this time of year. 
An old plutocrat like you could easi
ly finance a little drive like that. Why 
not do it?" He closed this letter with 
the appeal, "Well, it's getting late and 
I must be leaving you .... Know that 
both of you are not only in thoughts 
but very eamestly in my prayers that 
the love of God may constrain you to 
turn into the narrow way that leads 
to life everlasting before you leave 
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the turnpike." Parts of his letters to 
his old friends were very informal, 
what he called a "visit" by letter. 
Still, the friendly visiting always led 
back to his great concerns of salva
tion and the uncertainties of life: 
"When I think of Georgia, I think of 
Larry, and when memory conjures up 
my old friend, a whole galaxy of 
faces emerge one by one, until the 
past peoples the present It seems in
credible that Larry and a number of 
others among them who were in so 
much better health than I, are re
turned to the elemental [forces], and 
I am still in the lists. Not many, if 
any, would put much credibility in 
the strange story of my life since I be
came a Christian. The experiences I 
have survived in over forty years and 
in some three-quarters of a million 
miles of travel, few would believe. 
Whenever I allow myself the dubi
ous luxury of looking back over my 
shoulder, I can hardly believe them 
myself! My Father above has been 
wonderfully merciful and good to 
me." In a January 13, 1976letter to 
the Rutledges, Brother Bingham ac
knowledged that they might take his 
concern for them as "preaching." He 
wrote, "What more can I say, old 
friends? A preacher is supposed to 
preach, but few like preaching! 
Especially friends! So I haven't 
preached much! Just a little! Not too 
much I, hope. If you would read 
some of our publications, I surely 
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would be happy to send them to you. 
Concerning my old friends, I have 
but one regret-that I was not able to 
inspire any of you, except my good 
old mother, to choose to travel the 
narrow way which God mercifully 
inspired me to elect to take. It is not 
too late yet for anyone to make the 
same choice." The Rutledges re
ceived some publications but did not 
find anything they considered rele
vant. Their lives revolved around 
travel, entertainment, and socializ
ing. The publications from Bashan 
concerned themes far different, and 
the Rudledges did not see any rele
vancy in messages that conflicted 
with their lifestyle. 

To the Rutledges, the question 
must have been, "What has hap .. 
pened to Marty? Why doesn't he 
lighten up?" M. J. Bingham re
mained saddened and mystified that 
he could not influence his old 
friends. During his last visit with the 
Rutledges (during which Andy Bing
ham was the driver), Brother Bing
ham said in parting, as Andy later re- ; 
lated, "Well, Clyde, the main thing is 
that we meet again over yonder." 
Clyde's eyes narrowed, his mustache 
bristled, and he growled, ''I'm not 
planning on it" 

In the face of such opposition, 'I 

Brother Bingham did not respond 
with an aggressive "hard sell" but 
left his words to percolate through 
the stony soil of one person's hard-
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ened life experiences. Another 
friend, G C. (Gibb)Amold, opposed 
the idea of salvation through belief 
in God but was still open to discus
sion on the issue. Arnold, who had 
risen to the rank of full colonel in the 
U.S. Army after a long career, retired 
to El Paso, Texas, and occasionally 
wrote his old friend, Martin. On a 
1987 return trip from California, 
Brother Bingham stopped to see 
Arnold. After returning to Bashan, 
Brother Bingham wrote a letter dat
edAugust 20, 1987 describing a bout 
of car trouble after leaving El Paso 
and noting that due to the car trouble, 
"we cut the last thousand miles of 
itinerary and headed for home. We 
made it home on more than just gas 
and hope. We hardly stopped pray
ing till we got up over Bashan Hill 
and came to rest." Car trouble, how
ever, did not concern him. Cars could 
be fixed. His real concern was for 
Gibb's salvation, not as easy a mat
ter to negotiate as car trouble. His let
ter to Arnold provides insights into 
his own Road to Damascus experi
ence as a young man, as well as his 
concern for others' spiritual welfare. 
He wrote, "Since our short visit, 
memory keeps bringing back to mind 
our diverse conversation. Of the 
many interesting facets of experience 
which you related, on one of your ob
servations in particular I want your 
indulgence to hear me out Though 
I cannot reconstruct it verbatim, it 

was something like this: 'Religion is 
aU right for you, but not for me. I've 
seen too much war, violence, blood
shed, tragedy, etc., etc., to believe 
there could be a God so insensate as 
to allow all the hell there is in the 
world. So, not believing in God, I 
don't believe in a hell and in the eter
nal punishment of the wicked. There
fore I don't worry." 

In response to Arnold's views on 
God and the future, Brother Bingham 
drew upon his own experiences: "My 
exposure to life through the years of 
World War I, the Prohibition era, the 
early years of the Roaring Twenties, 
three years of torturing paralysis, fol
lowed by five years of cynical, ag
nostic reactionaryism, found me, just 
short of thirty, seeing existence in 
practically the same terms as you see 
it in your observation. The more I 
looked upon the contemporary 
scene, and the more I observed expe
rientially, and, especially, the more I 
listened to history, the more infidel 
and cynical I became. Those years at 
the end of the nullifidian way were 
torturingly long. Hopeless, angry, 
lost years, I could never forget them. 
So I'm not unacquainted with the 
thinking and the feeling engendering 
your observation. Since then, I've 
not known much about you until our 
aborted visit in August. I never 
dreamed I would find you settled in 
the land of unbelief, just down the 
street or around the corner from 
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where I was fifty odd years ago,'' 
Would Gibb have found this passage 
a bit too intrusive into his life? If so, 
he might have understood from the 
letter's next statement that M. J. 
Bingham was writing from a sense 
of burden and not just to "stay in 
touch." The letter continued, "[Your 
position] greatly concerns me, old 
friend, and I wish very much that I 
could help you climb out of that 
abysmal pit of darkness and hope
lessness and ascend to the glorious 
heights oflight and hope and peace." 

In response to Arnold's assertion 
that religion was all right for some 
people but unnecessary for others, 
Brother Bingham again returned to 
his own experience: "You say that 
religion is all right for me, but not for 
you. But that is not true, Gibb. That 
is the tragic mistake resulting from 
years of distorted exposures to life. 
At the mercy of God, I learned this 
experientially, as have millions and 
millions of others who were once 
where I was and you are [now]. 
What, through God's amazing grace, 
we have learned, you and everyone 
else can learn, if you will. It only 
takes an open mind and ·a will to 
know the truth. I hope you will be 
amenable to listening. God's gra
cious invitation is: 'Come now, and 
let us reason together.' Isa. 1: 18. 
'Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good.' 1 Thess. 5:21. Through the 
millennia of time, the intellectual in-
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tegrity of millions of minds has been 
challenged by the manifest rightness 
of these two propositions. I won't 
burden you with an effort if you are 
opposed. But I hope you'll philo
sophically respond, 'Go ahead, I 
have nothing to lose.' Time is fast 
spending for us both. So if you will, 
wisely, experiment, please don't de
lay. Either the one or the other or both 
of us may not be here tomorrow. 
What do you say?" The file that 
holds M. J. Bingham's letter to 
Arnold is thin; there is no reply let
ter from him. He said nothing. This 
letter, written one year before Broth
er Bingham's death, constituted his 
effort to extend "time and chance" to 
his old friend. 

As the 1980s unfolded, Brother 
Bingham assigned more of the letter 
writing to assistants, mainly Jeriel 
Bingham and Karyl Bingham. Sister 
Bingham was to edit all letters that 
he couldn't on account of his other 
work. Not surprisingly, they took 
their cues from his writing, model
ing their word choice, phrasing, and 
organization on his letters. He would 
often begin a sentence with the de
clarative "Know," as in "Know that 
we are praying for you." The assis
tants would dutifully construct a 
nearly identical sentence, and such 
sentences appeared often in their 
writing. Brother Bingham peppered 
his writings with qualifiers such as 
"consequently," "distinctively," 
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"predominantly," and "inexpres
sibly," "inadvertently," and "inevita
bly." If he had to choose between a 
Latinate and English word, he usualc 
ly chose the Latinate, as in "coa
lesce" for "merge," "congeal" for 
"freeze," or "variegated" for "many." 
To some degree, the correspondence 
writers followed this style of writing 
since it is natural for junior writers to 
follow the lead of a senior writer. 
They would produce rough drafts, 
which Brother Bingham occasional
ly would edit. Though he did not 
want his assistants to imitate him, he 
held a set of principles and proce
dures that he expected everyone who 
worked for him to follow. In editing 
the letters of his assistants, he sought 
to improve clarity, sometimes adding 
or cutting according to the need. He 
encouraged the letter writers to "put 
themselves into the letters" rather 
than writing short, formal responses. 
He was also concerned that the let
ters addressing doctrinal issues agree 
with the Rod message. Unlike some 
university professors or professional 
editors who relish cutting up their 
subordinates' writing, M. J. Bingham 
wanted to help his assistants grow 
and improve, and his editorial com
ments were positive, while pointing 
out the writers' need for improve
ment. Brother Bingham did not ex
empt his own writing from editing, 
as the correspondence files show. Af
ter dictating a letter, he would edit the 
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hard copy, read the revised draft, and 
sometimes edit it again for increased 
clarity, improved organization, or 
greater substance. He believed that 
details were important, often ex
claiming, "The devil is in the de
tails"-meaning that because we too 
often fail to put the details together 
correctly, failure occurs and bedev
ils our lives. M. J. Bingham knew the 
power of the written word, having 
been a pioneer in the rise of the Rod 
as a publishing movement. He 
sought preciseness in his wlitings, as 
shown in a letter he edited. The let
ter to Albert Beck originally stated, 
"We must know by this weekend if 
you are coming." He edited this sen
tence to be more precise: "We must 
know by this weekend if you will be 
here for the meetings." 

The letter writing ministry during 
this period produced hundreds of 
replies to people who wrote to 
Bashan. Many writers were not hos
tile but expressed a sense of confu
sion over the Rod message and the 
literature. One well-intentioned per
son wrote, "I'm completely bogged 
down on the tract of the Pre·· Eleventh 
Hour Extra. And I felt somewhat 
backward to admit it.. J can't grasp 
enough of it to know how to ask 
questions." Brother Bingham would 
always take time to try to explain (he 
would have used the word "eluci
date") any point in question. Other 
letters were hostile, which brought 
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out the best of his rhetorical abilities 
as he defended the Rod message and 
Davidian movement. Occasionally, 
he would receive a positive letter 
from someone who had received lit
erature. One such letter expressed a 
number of positive thoughts, while 
gently critiquing the tract's lack of 
the publisher's phone number: "Ire
ceived your letter addressed to me. 
... I tried to reach you by phone but 
there was no known telephone list
ing for your organization [Universal 
Publishing Association]. Why such 
secrecy?" The letter writer agreed 
with Davidians when it came to the 
condition of the SDA church: "My 
heart is grieved at the lethargy in our 
church." She closed her five page let
ter with "Happy & Hungry & Thirsty 
for Righteousness .... " Brother Bing
ham was a seasoned warrior who did 
not shrink from opposition or con
demnation from opponents. Since 
the majority of letters he received 
from Adventists were negative, he 
found a few words of positive re
sponse to the Rod most refreshing. In 
a letter dated December 5, 1985, he 
responded to the writer, "The bur
dened contents of your November 21 
letter-what an inspiration! And 
what a study in contrasts to the many 
Laodicean, self-satisfied letters we 
receive ... " Almost poetically, he 
continued, "It is the Nathaniels, the 
Bereans, the Nicodemuses-truth
seekers all-that the Lord is wooing 
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to the fellowship of the elect, His 
144,000 guileless servants who, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, are soon to represent His char
acter aright to an incredulous world." 
The letter writer did not "come 
along" to join the movement, but 
Brother Bingham appreciated her 
positive words. 

M. J. Bingham was, as we have 
previously noted, interested in the 
world around him, including nature, 
religion, politics, and culture. He col
lected matedals from many religious 
organizations and subscribed to a 
monthly publication called "Show
ers of Blessing," published by 
William Blessing of Denver, Col
orado. Blessing offered a colorful 
mixture of ideas, including the view 
that Anglo-Saxons were the true 
"people of God," that various Bibli
cal accounts of fire and chariots de
scribed UFOs, and a fascination with 
ancient events considered to have se
cret meanings. Blessing also be
lieved the Hebrew names for God 
and Jesus (Yawheh and Yashuah) 
were sacred and should be used. 
Brother Bingham wrote Blessing, of
fering both a critique and a tract: 
"You make this statement 'The pur
pose of this movement is ... to make 
k.'lown the one and only true name of 
the Creator, or Heavenly Father, 
YAHVEH.' In light of the enclosed 
mini-masterpiece on the sacred 
names, your apologetics on the sub-
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ject are more quantitative than sub
stantive. I would appreciate your re
ply in kind {of the enclosure )-short 
and cogent." Since M. J. Bingham 
had just told Blessing, in effect, that 
he was full of hot air, did the former 
expect a reply from the latter? The 
correspondence file is bare-no 
reply from Blessing ever arrived. 

Brother Bingham also monitored 
events in the Adventist world andre
ceived publications from several in
dependent Adventist groups. He sent 
Bashan publications to the leaders of 
these groups, hoping to help them 
understand the Rod. The effort often 
revealed Adventists' confusion about 
the Rod movement more than one 
leader of an independent movement 
would confuse the Davidian move
ment with the branch movement, a 
misconception that M. J. Bingham 
worked hard to dispel. One of the 
leaders of an independent SDA fac
tion that Brother Bingham cone
sponded with was William Grotheer, 
a former SDA minister who had 
started a small publishing ministry 
and camp in Arkansas. In 1983, 
Brother Bingham met Grotheer at a 
camp meeting of Sabbath-keepers 
and they maintained a correspon
dence for a time afterwards. Grotheer 
was willing to sit down and talk
more than most SDAs would do
but he insisted that the church was 
Babylon, a view M. J. Bingham 
strongly rejected. For several years, 
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the two exchanged publications and 
letters, and while neither convinced 
the other, they developed a better un
derstanding of each other's beliefs. 

In addition to subscribing to a 
number of religious magazines, such 
as the Plain Truth, the Adventist Re
view, and Guideposts, Brother Bing
ham was very interested in the debate 
between creationism and evolution 
and subscribed to a newspaper from 
the Bible Science Foundation. He 
kept himself informed of world 
events through news magazines and 
opinion journals and subscribed for 
years to U.S. News and World Re
port. For several years he subscribed 
to a free-market, anti-communist 
publication known as Chronicles of 
Culture, a journal that supported re
ligion not so much because its writ
ers believed in it but saw it as a coun
terweight to Communism. Like most 
Americans of the past century, M. J. 
Bingham was a dedicated anti-com
munist, opposing communist philos
ophy because of its antagonism to
ward religion and personal freedom. 
In the January-February 1987 issue 
of the Bas han Tidings, he reprinted 
an article, "Adam's Fall," that took 
aim at communism. In letters to var
ious correspondents, he often ex
pressed his opposition to commu
nism and his support for democracy 
and free markets and for years took 
a small anti-communist publication, 
Human Events. Though his sympa-
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thies lay with conservative, anti
communist politics and politicians, 
he did not vote for candidates of one 
party or another, believing that only 
the Kingdom could bring in a right
eous government worthy of the sup
port of Christians. His thorough anti
communism and interest in the con
flict between the superpowers 
(U.S.A. and U.S.S.R.) showed up in 
some of his studies, such as the one 
entitled "The Russians Are Coming." 
Brother Bingham used the Russians 
as a symbol for the spiritual conflict 
between good and evil: believers had 
to prepare rigorously for the coming 
spiritual conflict, just as some peo
ple in the Western World thought 
they should prepare for an imminent 
Russian invasion. 

M. J. Bingham valued poetry. His 
library contained several volumes of 
verse by British and American poets. 
He dedicated the entire issue of 
the October-December 1986 Bashan 
Tidings to poetry. A few of the poems 
were by well-known poets but most 
were folk poems by unknown poets. 
This was appropriate, however, since 
the Bashan movement was, and is, a 
folk or lay movement made up of or
dinary people or what M. J. Bingham 
termed the "little ones." Using edito
rial prerogative, he included his own 
poem, "No. 8," originally published 
in the April 1937 Symbolic Code. 
The poem, inspired by the Rod mes
sage, uses several literary devices, 
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including personification, allusion, 
and alliteration. The poem is rich 
with allusions to the Bible: "More 
butter from His kine and sheep" 
refers to Isaiah 7; "Behold the 
woman starry crown' d/Herself in 
light resplendent gown'd" refers to 
Revelation 12. A sure sign of M. J. 
Bingham's authorship is alliteration, 
the use of words beginning with the 
same sound, as shown by these lines 
from "No. 8": "0 jaded soul,/ So 
sated with Satanic myth,/Sophistic 
lore .... " And the title of the poem, 
"No 8" is drawn from the Rod's in
terpretation of the Kingdom as Tract 1· 

No.8 had just opened up the light of 
the Kingdom truth. 

Between 1986 and the end of 
1987, Bashan experienced much 
building, planting, and expanding. 
Brother Bingham still kept a watch
ful eye on the operation, as this June 
18, 1987 letter reveals: "Disappoint
ingly, the Case tractor is not back yet. 
[Sister Bingham] just called about it 
and was informed that they are still 
waiting for whatever parts they need. 
They hope to have them before the 
week is over. Jeff [a hired mechanic] 
made a ·blunder on the manifold, 
drilling the holes too big. So we have 
a new one. Hal's Automotive has or
dered it. So one day, we hope and 
pray, we'll have the use of the trac
tor again. Today [several brethren] 
are laying conduit for the lamps on 
either side of the stairs [to the cafe-! 
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teria-auditorium]." The gardens, he 
noted, seemed to be flourishing: 
"The gardens look good and are full 
of promise. Trevor has a massive one 
out yonder, and Andy has planted 
com from here to down yonder-be
hind the old shed. So besides what 
Trevor has planted out yonder and 
what Andy has planted down yonder, 
we should have plenty to put in yon
der!" The Tidings and Newsletters 
for these years reported the garden
ing, publishing, and building efforts, 
and during this time, the interior fin
ishing work on the auditorium-cafe
teria was also taking place. The work 
went well until the carpenter, Dick 
Engleman, suffered a mild stroke one 
day while using a power saw and se
verely cut his hand. For a time the 
work on the building carne to a stand
still but resumed when various be
lievers came to help finish it. By the 
spring of 1988, it was ready to ac
commodate a gathering. The School 
of the Prophets convened that year 
and although Brother Bingham gave 
only a few studies, they were mem
orable because of the care and effort 
he put into his talks despite his de
clining physical condition" Once 
again, his great concern was salva
tion and he delivered several talks on 
justification, sanctification, and the 
righteousness of Christ 

Just before the School opened, 
several young men from a Davidian 

Lfaction decided to join Bashan. 
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Brother Bingham, wanting to extend 
time and chance to them, welcomed 
them and spent hours studying the 
Bashan doctrines with them. After a 
few days at Bashan, two of them de
clared that they had seen the chariot 
of God, describing it as having a 
green and blue light surrounding it. 
Some residents were excited until 
someone pointed out the verse to the 
song "The Chariot of God": "Though 
eye cannot see/ yet we an do agree/ 
that the chariot is present and ever 
will be." (Read Tract 1, page 35:L) 
With the chariot-spotting bubble 
punctured, everyone came back to 
reality, which turned out to be more 
troubling and less pleasant than any
one had imagined. The young men 
were on a "fishing" expedition, hop
ing to find a place to perch, get mon
ey to spend, and obtain cars to drive 
in the name of "doing the Lord's 
work." With support from Sister 
Bingham and Jeriel, Brother Bing
ham saw that these "converts" were 
foraging for loaves and fishes and 
were skilled at making themselves 
sound enthusiastic about whatever 
"present truth" they had just em
braced. When Brother Bingham 
tightened the reins on them, they im
mediately departed, leaving all to re
flect on the dangers of enthusiasm 
and the potential dangers of a "flood" 
coming into the movement. (As fast 
as they had "accepted" Bashan, they 
"accepted" the message of one of the 
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self-styled kings of Davidia, and 
were never heard from again.) 

Many r:ame to the School of the 
Prophets but few were "called." The 
meetings were well attended but its 
messages were not as well heeded. 
Yet Brother Bingham did his best in 
the waning moments of his life to 

give studies, visit with those new in 
the faith, and counsel them on a 
range of issues. Showing an interest 
in the young, he even dedicated a ba
by, praying that she would grow up 
to serve God. 

M. J. Binghain had always main
tained an interest in his relatives, and 
in writing to his younger brother, Ed
win, over the years, he hoped to con
vince him of his need for more than 
social Christianity. (Edwin, howev
er, remained unmoved, enjoying his 
golf and socializing with his circle of 
San Diego retired banker friends un
til Alzheimer's incapacitated him in 
the early 1990s.) Brother Bingham 
had always stayed on friendly terms 
with his four female cousins, and 
when three of them who lived in 
Southern California proposed a re
union, he accepted. In June 1987, 
with Andy Bingham assisting Sister 
Bingham as driver, Brother and Sis
ter Bingham set off for California. 
M. J. Bingham liked to say that one 
had to be "a divine opportunist," and 
now he saw an opportunity to do 
some fieldwork, as well as visit his 
cousins. The reunion brought an 
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amazing array of people who, upon 
comparing notes, found they were a 
big family of cousins (some discov
ered they were fourth, even fifth 
cousins). In such a big gathering, 
Brother Bingham had little opportu
nity to talk to his cousins about what 
was really on his heart-salvation
but it was their last time to be togeth
er and renew the old connections. 
This trip also marked the last time the 
two brothers, Martin and Edwin, 
would see each other. The brothers 
were a study in contrasts: the older 
had chosen the way of the gospel, a 
path of toil, hardship, poverty, and 
contention; whereas the younger 
brother had entered a career in bank
ing, had prospered financially, was 
friendly with powerful Republicans, 
such as Ronald Reagan's Attorney 
General, Edwin Meese, and had 
retired to a home overlooking the 
hills of San Diego, California. The 
younger brother's life was absorbed 
in golf, vacations, and a social circle; 
the older brother's was absorbed in 
contending for an unpopular mes
sage and laboriously building up a 
religious retreat in the woods of Mis
souri. Upon visiting his brother for 
the last time, Brother Bingham 
hoped that they could sit down and 
hold an unhurried discussion about 
salvation. Ed, however, was more in
terested in the politics of the day
the Iran-Contra affair with Oliver 
North playing one of the major roleso 
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He made a studied effort not to pull 
himself away from the television 
news during the visit, as though the 
devil knew that Brother Bingham 
was planning to say something that 
would plant a seed of hope in his 
heart. After the visit ended Brother 
Bingham sorrowfully reflected to 
Sister Bingham that he lamented that 
he did not have the opportunity to say 
some last words to Ed. And thus end
ed his last visit with his brother, 
whom he never saw again. Leaving 
California and his brother, M. J. 
Bingham headed east again to 
Bashan, stopping along the way to 
see some of the "little ones" who 
might have the time, interest, or bur·· 
den to talk about salvation. In a June 
23, 1987 letter to Jeriel, he wrote of 
his plans to visit people in the field: 
"Be sure to give us good directions 
to Pete Trujillo's. A little map, if you 
can draw one, should help. From 
there [central New Mexico] we drop 
down to see Sister Grace Felix and 
Sister Lucinda Allen, then on to El 
Paso, San Antonio, Houston, Waco, 
and home." Brother Bingham's stop
ping in Waco was not out of any de
sire to see the remains of Mt. Carmel, 
which are totally surrounded by 
houses, but to visit a brother who had 
been New Carmel's printer. 

A heartwarming event occurred 
forM. J. Bingham in 1987. This was 
the birth of his first grandchild, Paul 
Bingham. There were memorable 

moments as the old warrior held his 
tiny grandson, saying later that he 
had not been sure if we would live to 
see a grandchild born. It was a study 
in contrasts: one life was running out 
fast and another was just beginning. 
Three more grandchildren followed 
but Paul was the only one Brother 
Bingham lived to see. 

In the summer of 1988, M. J. 
Bingham was, despite advancing age 
and declining energy, stili deter
mined to contend for the faith. If 
there were wolves in sheep's cloth
ing preying on the flock, he was 
ready to go forth and protect the 
sheep. This would have been the 
right time to enjoy his armchair, 
spending his remaining days in writ-· 
ing and reflection, yet he began plan
ning for another trip. The station 
wagon was quickly packed, letters 
written to the leaders of various 
groups, and the trip was underway. 
With Jeriel as driver, Brother and 
Sister Bingham set off in July for 
Erie, Pennsylvania, where they again 
met Brother Bingham's cousin for 
his last visit before going north into 
Canada. Arriving in Toronto, they 
met the Bashan group, as well as a 
number of people from a Davidian 
faction who were interested in 
Bashan. After giving several studies 
to the group, the Binghams traveled 
to Connecticut, staying in the Keyes' 
home and giving studies to the New 
England groups which came togeth-
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er for that occasion. Once again, de
spite his weariness, M. J. Bingham 
pushed himself on, giving studies, 
visiting believers, and counseling 
with them. 

From Connecticut, the Binghams 
traveled to New Jersey, stopping 
long enough to study with and en
courage Dr. Robert-Leadlay. Their 
next stop was, as they traveled south 
to Maryland, to spend a few days 
with the Wilkins, and give studies to 
the group in the Washington, D.C. 
area. Somewhere in New Jersey, 
Brother Bingham began rubbing his 
stomach, saying that it was upset. 
This continued until they reached 
Maryland and got settled into the 
Wilkins' home. No one, including 
Brother Bingham, seemed alarmed, 
thinking only that it was indigestion 
or a virus. This occurred on Friday 
afternoon, and that night he suffered 
greatly after going to bed, until Sis
ter Bingham was convinced to call 
an ambulance around 10 or 11 p.m. 
The paramedics recognized signs of 
some serious ailment. He was taken 
to Southern Maryland Hospital on 
July 30, 1988, where they suspected 
he had a serious heart problem, so the 
next day they airlifted him to Wash
ington Hospital Center. When Sister 
Binghmn and Jeriel reached the hos
pital by car, he smilingly told them 
he knew he would be accorded the 
privilege of flying in the bird (the 
helicopter). After tests, he was sched-
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uled for heart surgery the next day. 
But the next day never came for him. 
His medical records describe the ef
forts to stabilize his failing heart: 
"EKG revealed new right bundle 
branch block and a left anterior 
hemiblock. The patient experienced 
paroxysms of atrial fibrilation, CPK 
peaked at greater than 3000. The 
patient was treated with I.V. nitro
glycerin and heparin along with 
Dopamine. A Sw:m-Ganz pacing 
catheter was inserted .. .in the right 
ventricle." Despite all of this, the 
heart that had sustained him through 
nearly 83 years oflife finally stopped 
on Monday, August 1, 1988 around 
1 a.m. His work was done, and it was 
time to go. His medical records re
veal that surgeons had found much 
scar tissue in his heart, indicating that 
he had suffered a series of small 
coronary attacks over time. The 
cause of death was listed as "acute 
myocardial infarction" or heart fail
ure. M. J. Bingham himself would 
have said that his work was done and 
it was time to rest. He would not have 
elected any better way or time for his 
exit. He died on the field of battle. 
Many times he had told the Bashan 
staff, ''I'm ready for a good long rest; 
I just want to make sure you folks are 
ready to do the Lord's work." 

In 1953, M. J. Bingham delivered 
a funeral sermon in Douglasville, 
Georgia, for the mother of a Davidi
an believer. His words on February 
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5, 1953 best sum up his view of 
death: "Fellow pilgrims, once again 
in the course of our strange and shad
owy pilgrimage, we are brought face 
to face with the grim finality of it
Death, the last enemy. Never recurs 
this finality, but it is able to impinge 
heavily upon my consciousness, as it 
is here this afternoon, but that it cat
apults me back to the sad hour when 
my [own l father took his long depar
ture. From then when I was but a lad 
till the day years later when I accept
ed Christ, my soul increasingly sus
tained life's natural rebellion against 
Death and all that attends it. But 
when He became my resurrection, I 
learned, as did Solomon, that-

" ... The day of death is better than 
the day of one's birth. It is better to 
go to the house of mourning, than to 
the house of feasting: for that is the 
end of aU men; and the living will lay 
it to his heart. Sorrow is better than 
laughter: for by the sadness of the 
countenance the heart is made better. 
The heart of the wise is in the house 
of mouming, but the heart of fools is 
in the house of mirth." Eccl. 7:1--4. 

The human condition is indeed a 
"strange and shadowy" experience. 
In 1988 when his own "strange and 
shadowy pilgrimage" was over, he 
did not die in an easy chair or in bed. 
Martin James Bingham died as he 
had lived, contending for the faith. 
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Afterword 

Finally, what would the subject of 
this biography have thought about 
the biographical endeavor? He did 
not like self-promotion and would 
not have wanted anyone to see him 
in the light of a faultless person. He 
would also have rejected any attempt 
to make him a hero. More than once 
he acknowledged his share of faults 
and failures: he briefly connected 
himself with B. L. Roden, a mistake 
he later regretted; yet he took action 
and responsibility for this lapse by 
standing up and opposing Rodenism 
when he saw that it was wrong. He 
used too many Latin and Latinate 
words instead of simple English, as 
he himself acknowledged more than 
once. He was so concerned with giv
ing people time and chance that he 
let some situations continue that 
should have been rooted out before. 
Certainly the vast majority of his crit
ical writings were called for, but he 
once said that there were times his 
writings had contained too much 
criticism. This point is supported by 
the evidence of his writings in the 
last few years of his life, which tend
ed to explain righteousness and sal
vation rather than critique the sins 
and failures of the church or divided' 
Davidia. He was imperfect and saw 
himself and his life as objects of di
vine grace and redemption. Balanc
ing these shortcomings were his 
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gifts: an iron will and unfaltering be
lief in the Rod, which, like a steady, 
powerful engine, provided the power 
for him to bulldoze forward through 
the mountains of trouble. He took ac
tion when other men acted like 
frightened children with no will or 
direction. He acted while other peo
ple talked; he was constantly in mo
tion while others enjoyed their com
forts and ease. He stepped out ahead 
of the crowd when it was unfashion
able to do so. 

In the life and experience ofM. J. 
Bingham, we find an example of one 
who, like John the Baptist, prepared 
the way of the Kingdom yet feU short 
of the finish line due to death. Jesus 
asked his disciples of John the Bap
tist, "What went ye out for to see? A 
man shaken in the wind?" M. J. 
Bingham stood strong against the 
winds of strife that swirled around 
him, unafraid to confront and con
tend. His experience is instructive 
and reveals two types of Kingdom
builders: the Preparers and Finisherso 
He was a Preparer of the Way, plow
ing through the steep mountains and 
rocky valleys to "set the camp." 
When no one else on earth saw 
Bashan, he received, in John Wes
ley's words, "that holy flame," envi
sioning a new prophetic pasture and 
beginning the long and laborious 
work of building it. He lived to see 
the "camp" grow from a wild, small 
beginning to a larger, more polished 
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-though unfinished-work. The 
peach trees he planted typified his 
life work: he worked, lived, and 
planted through faith, hoping to see 
the fruition and finishing of his ef
forts; yet he labored without the cer
tain knowledge that he would see the 
completion of what he had startedo 
Though he saw only a partial fulfill
ment of his vision, it still lives on in 
the words he wrote and spoke, re
vealing the power of the written 
word. 

On that hot August morning in 
1988 when M. J. Bingham died alone 
and far from home, he left no bank 
account, no personal property, and no 
material wealth: His wealth was of a 
different type: he was wealthy in 
faith, in the desire to act, and in the 
belief that the Kingdom would be his 
by grace. ToM. J. Bingham, "Let 
them feed in Bashan" meant "I will 
contend against those who prevent 
the flock from feeding in Bashan." 
He believed that one had to take the 
Kingdom by force; it would not 
come as a gift. We easily forget the 
struggles of those who went before 
us, taking action, moving forward in 
faith, and wrestling with all foes. 
One of his favorite hymns was 
"Come Thou, 0 Traveler," a song 
about Jacob's struggle. To the very 
end, M. J. Bingham, in the mold of 
Jacob, contended and stmggled for 
his convictions and beliefs, refusing 
to let go and striving to overcome. 
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There is, of course, more to M. J. 
Bingham's life story, but this series 
has focused upon his two essential 
characteristics: his active faith and 
his warriorship. To the end he was 
Martin, the warrior. The end. 

His headstone in Bashan Hill 
Cemetery reads: 
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martin :JatntlS Biugfiam 
1905- Ul83 

A true an6 faidifuf smraut -
A lirauc an6 nofife warrior for 

trutfi. an6 rf96.teousuess 
{ai6 to rest untif tlie wmmction 6ay. 

JDauid 12:2 

FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART 

A CHILD IS LOST 
[His Messenger, Ruth Wheeler, pp.!Ol-103] 

T he next spring after the printing 
press was moved to Battle Creek, 

a general meeting was appointed for 
that place. It had been announced in 
the Review and Herald that all were 
invited to this conference and that the 
church members of Battle Creek 
would entertain, as well as they 
could, all who came. 

Every Sabbathkeeper in the town 
was busy setting his house in order 
and putting up extra beds, even ma.lc
ing places to sleep in the big hay
mows and in the carriage houses. In 
the White home every preparation 
possible was made to accommodate 
guests, 

Willie, the youngest son of Ellen 
and James White, was less than two 
years old, and he played about the 
house, getting in the way as all babies 
do when extra work is being done. 
Someone was getting ready to mop 
the floor, and a large tub of water had 

been placed in the middle of the 
kitchen floor. The girl who helped 
with the housework and cared for the 
baby hurried through the kitchen, but 
a gurgling sound attracted her atten
tion and she turned to look back. A 
little foot was sticking out of the tub 
of water. She ran across the room, 
pulled the baby from the water, and 
rushed with him to his mother. "He's 
drowned! He's drowned!" she 
screamed. 

Ellen White took her baby and ran 
into the yard with him and laid him 
on the grass. "Call James White and 
send for the doctor," she said. The 
girl ran to the front of the house, 
where she saw one of the pressmen 
who happened to be passing by. She 
called to him, "Run for the doctor.'.' 
But this she felt was not enough to 
do; so she ran after him, hitting the 
surprised man on the back at every 
step and shouting, "Run, run, run." 
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Of course, the man ran with great 
speed, and the girl came back to see 
what more she could do to make up 
for her neglect in not watching the 
baby. 

Ellen White cut off his wet clothes 
and laid Willie on the grass and rolled 
him back and forth. Neighbors who 
gathered told her it was of no use, that 
the baby was dead, but with a con
stant prayer on her lips she kept on 
working over the child. Finally she 
took him in her arms, and as she 
kissed him, his eyelids flickered and 
he puckered his little lips to return her 
kiss. With a glad heart she took him 
into the house and laid him in his lit
tle crib and put warm cloths around 
him. And before the doctor came, he 
was breathing naturally again. 

That night Ellen White lay in her 
bed with her little one in her arms. 
She rejoiced that God had spared his 
life and returned him to them again. 
With a thankful heart she praised her 
Saviour. Suddenly on the clear night 
air sounded the sharp ringing of the 
bells and a cry, "Lost! Lost! A child 
is lost!" 

She held her little one closer as 
she thought of how that day he had 
almost been lost, and of the vacant 
place there would have been in his lit
tle cradle and in their own hearts if he 
had not been restored to them. The 
meaning of the word lost carne home 
to her with a force it had never had 
before. 
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"Never shall I forget the incidents 
of that night," she wrote later. "It was 
just one little life that was at stake; 
but it seemed as though the whole 
city of Battle Creek was stirred to go 
out in search of the lost child. Lights 
were glimmering everywhere. They 
flashed through the streets, along the 
riverbank, and through the adjacent 
woods, and the cry resounded, 'A 
child is lost! A child is lost!' After a 
long search, a shout was raised, 'The 
child is found!' 

"Yes, the child was found; but it 
might go astray on the journey of life 
and be lost at last 

"I knew, too, that death might 
come to the little one that was saved 
to me; and that should he live, he 
would have the evils of this life to 
battle with. And the thought with me 
was, Will this little child, whose life 
I hold so dear, be finally lost, or will 
he be saved to praise God forever in 
His kingdom? 

"There was no sleep for my eyes 
that night. I thought of the lost sheep 
that Jesus carne from Heaven to earth 
to seek and to saveo I thought of 
Christ as He looked down from 
Heaven upon a world of lost sinners, 
lost without hope, and of the sympa
thy that led Him to leave His high and 
exalted place upon His Father's 
throne, and make the infinite sacri
fice necessary to lift man up from the 
degradation of sin, and bring him 
back to the fold of God." 0 



THE TRUE MOTIVE IN SERVICE 

[Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 100-101] 

"Be not therefore anxious for the 
morrow .... Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof." Matthew 6:34, R. V, 

I f you have given yourself to God, 
to do His work, you have no need 

to be anxious for tomorrow. He 
whose servant you are, knows the 
end from the beginning. The events 
of tomorrow, which are hidden from 
your view, are open to the eyes of 
Him who is omnipotent. 

When we take into our hands the 
management of things with which 
we have to do, and depend upon our 
own wisdom for success, we are tak
ing a burden which God has not giv
en us, and are trying to bear it with
out His aid. We are taking upon our
selves the responsibility that belongs 
to God, and thus are really putting 
ourselves in His place. We may well 
have anxiety and anticipate danger 
and loss, for it is certain to befall us. 
But when we really believe that God 
loves us and means to do us good we 
shall cease to worry about the future. 
We shall trust God as a child tmsts a 
loving parent Then our troubles and 
tmments will disappear, for our will 
is swallowed up in the will of God. 

Chri.st has given us no promise of 
help in bearing today the burdens of 

tomonow. He has said, "My grace is 
sufficient for thee" (2 Cor. 12:9); but, 
like the manna given in the wilder
ness, His grace is bestowed daily, for 
the day's need. Like the hosts of Is
rael in their pilgrim life, we may find 
morning by morning the bread of 
Heaven for the day's supply. 

One day alone is ours, and during 
this day we are to live for God. For 
this one day we are to place in the 
hand of Christ, in solemn service, all 
our purposes and plans, casting all 
our care upon Him, for He careth for 
us. "I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give you 
an expected end." "In returning and 
rest shall ye be saved; in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your 
strength." Jer. 29:11; Isa. 30:15. 

If you will seek the Lord and be 
converted every day; if you will of 
your own spiritual choice be free and 
joyous in God; if with gladsome con
sent of heart to His gracious call you 
come wearing the yoke of Christ
the yoke of obedience and service
all you murmurings will be stilled, 
all your difficulties wiU be removed, 
all the perplexing problems that now 
confront you will be solved. (Italics 
supplied.) 0 

(34) 



HEALTH WAVE 

F:rom Avocados to Yogurt: 
14 Super Foods for Super Health 

[Special Supplement to Environmental Nutrition. Andrea Klausner, M.S., R.D.] 

Avocados. Rich in good-for-you 
monounsaturated fats, avocados al
so contain phytonutrients like cho
lesterol-lowering beta-sitosterol and 
cancer-protective glutathione, along 
with vitamin E, folate, vitamin B6 
and fiber. Ounce for ounce, these 
creamy "vegetable fruits" contain 
more blood-pressure-lowering po
tassium than bananas, but also more 
calories (about 300 each). 
Blueberries. These little blue mar
vels lead in antioxidant power, thanks 
to anthocyanins, the pigment that 
gives them their midnight-blue col
or. With nearly four grams of fiber 
per cup and a good dose of vitamin 
C, blueberries also contain cancer
protective ellagic acid and tannins 
that help prevent urinary tract infec
tions, plus they may boost brain 
health and vision. For "the power of 
blue," eat Yz cup of cultivated or wild 
blueberries, fresh or frozen. 
B:ra:dl Nuts. This hearty tree nut is 
a super source of selenium, a prom
ising anti-cancer trace mineral that 
may prompt cancer cells to self
destruct, promote DNA repair and 
boost immunity. And a little goes a 
long way. Two medium nuts contain 
enough selenium micrograms) 
to perhaps reduce prostate, colon and 
lung cancers. Limit to no more than 
two a day. 

Broccoli. Bypass broccoli and you'll 
miss out on sulforaphane and indole-
3-carbinol-potent anticancer sub
stances that modify natural estrogens 
into less damaging forms and in
crease activity of enzymes that de
fuse carcinogens. Aim for three serv
ings a week of broccoli or its crucif
erous cousins-bok choy, Brussels 
sprouts, cauliflower and cabbage. 
Bu.ttemut Squash" This tasty fruit 
(yes, fmit) is an exceptional source 
of beta-carotene, the orange-pig
mented antioxidant that converts to 
vitamin A in the body. One cup 
cooked provides more than four 
times the Daily Value (DV). Squash 
gets even more kudos as an over
looked source of bone-building cal
cium (nearly 10% of the DV) for the 
same one-cup serving. 
Edamame. These green soybeans 
are a staple in Asia for good reason. 
Soy protein lowers low-density 
lipoproptein ("bad" LDL choles
terol) and may, suggests new re
search, protect against colon cancer. 
Soy isoflavones may hinder hor
mone-dependent cancers (breast, 
prostate) and bolster bones, but lim
it servings if you've already been di
agnosed with breast cancer. Look for 
edamame in natural foods markets; 
steam and pop beans out of the 
shells. 

(35) 
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Flaxseed. The tiny nutty-flavored 
seeds from the flax plant are a no
table source of omega-3 fatty acids 
and lignans, which may block hor
mone-related cancer. They pack 
plenty of protein and fiber, one-third 
of which is cholesterol-lowering sol
uble fiber. Sprinkle one to two table
spoons of ground flaxseed into yo
gurt, cereals, salads, soups and bat
ters. 
Kale. This leafy green scores high
est among vegetables in antioxidant 
power, with lutein and zeaxanthin 
delivering much of the punch. These 
two carotenoids-concentrated in 
the macula of the eye-guard against 
free radicals, which contribute to 
age-related eye diseases and may fil
ter out eye-damaging blue light Eat 
kale, as well as collards, spinach and 
turnip greens, often. 
Kiwifruit. Named after New Zea
land's flightless kiwi bird, these un
assuming fuzzy fruits (technically 
berries) were deemed by Rutgers 
University to be the most nutrient 
dense of 27 commonly eaten fruits. 
Two medium kiwifruit have more 
potassium (505 milligrams) than a 
banana and twice the vitamin C (114 
milligrams) and fiber (5 milligrams) 
of a small orange, plus some folate, 
magnesium, vitamin E, copper, and 
lutein. 
Lentils. Available in a rainbow of 
colors (brown, green, red, and yel
low), lentils offer a bonanza of heart-
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protective nutrients, including folate 
( 179 micrograms per half cup) and 
fiber (nearly 8 grams, both soluble 
and insoluble). Their protein (9 
grams) and iron (3.3 milligrams) 
make them a reasonable meat alter
native. And unlike their nutritionally 
comparable bean cousins, they're a 
cinch to prepare, as they require no 
presoaking (though a good rinse is in 
order) and cook up in about 15 to 20 
minutes. 
Onions. A symbol of eternity to an
cient Egyptians, onions may indeed 
promote longevity. Pungent sulfur 
compounds (also found in garlic) 
thin your blood and lower blood 
pressure, while quercetin, a key an
tioxidant t1avonoid, helps prevent 
oxidation of "bad" LDL cholesterol 
and defends against cancer and 
cataracts. For the most quercetin, 
choose red onions over yellow, and 
yellow over white. 
Quinoa (KEEN-wah). Technically a 
seed, not a grain, this rediscovered 
staple of the Incas serves up high
quality protein (11 grams per half
cup) with a better balance of amino 
acids than many grains. Delicate in 
flavor but high in fiber (5 grams), 
these rice-like granules also contain 
ample magnesium, potassium, zinc, 
vitamin E, riboflavin, copper and 
more iron than true grains. 
Tomatoes. Pizza isn't exactly a 
health food, but its lycopene-Ioaded 
tomato sauce is its saving grace. Ly-
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copene is an antioxidant carotenoid 
thought to protect against several 
cancers (especially prostate), heart 
disease and possibly bone loss. Pro
cessing tomatoes into sauce, paste, 
soup, juice, even ketchup, releases 
lycopene from cell walls. Adding a 
touch of fat (olive oil) increases ab
sorption. 
Yogurt. Though you may not live to 
120 as commercials once playfully 
suggested, yogurt does have con-
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finned health benefits. An excellent 
source of protein (as much as 13 
grams per 8 ounces) and calcium 
(450 milligrams), this cultured milk 
product is famed for its friendly bac
teria, collectively called "probi
otics," which promote good diges
tion and boost immunity. A yogurt a 
day may also be good for your waist·· 
line; recent research links 
foods to reduced body fat. 
-(Adapted) 

Ceil-Phone Dangers 
There are more than 208 million cell-phone users in the US-and researchers 

are now beginning to some of the associated risks. 
While studies have shown that there appears to be no increase in the risk for 

brain cancer among cell-phone users, these devices may not be safe in all circum
stances. 

while talking on a cell phone is dangerous-even if you're using a 
"hands-free" A new study indicates that motorists who talk on any type of 
cell phone show the same kind and degree of impairment-such as slowed reac
tion times-as drunken drivers. 

People engaged in cell-phone conversations experience "inattention blind
ness"-even though looking at the road and traffic, their ability to process 
information drops by as much as explains Frank Drews, PhD, professor of 
n'"''"nn11nn\l at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City and coauthor of the study. 

Some people argue that other distractions, such as putting on makeup or talk
ing to a passenger, are equally risky, but Drews doesn't it. "I've never seen a 
driver putting on makeup in the car-but least every fourth or fifth driver is on a 
cell phone." 

Meanwhile, in London, a 15 year-old recently suffered severe injuries after 
being stuck by lightning while talking on her cell People struck by lightning 
are often not critically injured, but a cell phone to the ear during a storm 
can provide a conduit that allows electricity-more than 100 million in some 
cases-to flow into the body. 

These recent developments show that it pays to think before you up a cell 
phone.-Rebecca Sha.nnonhouse, Edilor, Bottom Line Seplember 2006, page 2. 



Prays that "Bashan May Thrive 
as a Healthy Plant" 

I think of you all often at God's 
holy hill and start to mentally com
pose a letter. Then I remember my 
handwriting and what a burden it 
must be to decipher. 

I want you to know how much I 
appreciate your role at Bashan and 
the work you perform, the good 
words you print, the gentle nudging 
you supply to remind us that we are 
not to sit back and be satisfied with 
ourselves, but to "press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in ChristJesus" (Phil3:14). 

How good is our God. We need to 
praise Him more, for He accepts our 
worship, and all the angels in Heav
en say Amen to our praise. 

On a personal note, I trust you are 
well and at peace. I am a struggling 
80Y2 year old senior who enjoys a 
large degree of good health. My bur
dens are few, all things considered. I 
am truly grateful for God's great 
mercy and His wonderful grace in 

LETTERS 

leading me this far. 
I pray for your well-being there, 

and that Bashan may thrive as a 
healthy "plant," ever putting out new 
"leaves." (Pennsylvania) 

Much Grace Poured Upon Us 

Sister Maria's visit has been a 
tremendous blessing to us alL Much 
grace has been poured out upon us 
by her presence here. She spent some 
time at our home, studying with us 
and showing us how to study that we 
will be able to effectively access the 
information (i.e. linking or cross ref
erencing in an orderly manner, not 
just marking your Bible or books). 
By the Spirit's guidance I have been 
able to present studies on two Sab
baths, and it has been a blessing. I 
will present another study while Sis
ter Maria is here, and by God's grace 
I will continue to organize the Sab
bath meetings and present the stud
ies after she leaves, I am a willing 
vessel and my desire is to live for 
God's glory in fulfilling His purpose 

(38) 
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in calling me out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. (Trinidad) 

"Richly Ble!lsed, Enlightened, 
and Encouraged" 

I am very grateful and thankful 
for the Newsletters and Tidings. I am 
richly blessed, enlightened and en
couraged. Thanks for those words of 
strength in time of need. I am great
ly moved by the Newsletters and Tid
ings; they come when I am in a 
drought and they fill me up. Praise 
God for a good word in season. 

I have also seen the great blessing 
the Lord has blest me with by my 
tithing. He never lets my purse go 
dry before He fills it up again. He 
never lets me go hungry or thirsty or 
in need of anything since I started 
tithing with Bashan. Truly I have 
seen a difference in my life. When I 
tithed to Laodicea I was in drought
always in need, always hungry, al
ways sick, always helpless. Thank 
the Lord for Bashan. 

Now I am applying for the Fel
lowship Certificate, and I am happy, 
proud, grateful, and thankful to be a 
100% Rod-only Bashan Davidian. 
Allelujah, praise the Lord! I can feel 
it in my bones. Praise God, thank you 
Jesus. "Let the people praise Thee, 0 
God; let all the people praise Thee. 
God shall bless us; and all the ends 
of the earth shall fear Him" Ps. 67:5, 
7. (Antigua) 
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"Continue Your Work 
and Efforts" 

Thank you so much for your cor
respondence on the Sanctuary. It was 
very well explained and your in 
depth research leaves no doubt as to 
the veracity of God's word. I praise 
God for His mercy in allowing you 
to put this publication together. 

Please continue your work and ef
forts in expanding the message in 
such clear ways. 

I write to you to give you my new 
address. God bless you all and thanks 
again. (Pennsylvania) 

A Careful Amdysi.s of 
Matthew 25:31-46 Needed 

With all the great needs and chal
lenges facing the world out there, and 
the great gospel commission given us 
by Jesus Himself, you still have time 
to have a royal snit about Jeremiah 
51:20-23 and how it was handled 
the Sabbath School quarterly??!! 

Why don't you try and do a care
ful analysis of Matthew 25:31-46? I 
believe it would be much more help
ful to both you and your readers, 
(Washington) 

"Privileged" 

I was privileged to receive your 
literature. So far I have read the 

Greetings, Volumes 1 and 2, 
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as well as Tracts 1 through 4. I am 
•vv••w•~=. forward to receiving all of 
them, and any other publications that 
I am not aware of. 

Currently Iam attending the meet
ings and I am desirous of remaining 
faithful so that I can obtain the Cer
tificate of Fellowship. (Jamaica) 

Happy for Semmm:· 2007 

The Newsletter was a welcome 
addition to the many articles the As
sociation has sent to me, all of which 
I have loved and cherished. The 
words of inspiration, love, and hope 
makes it possible for me to perse
vere. I am truly happy to hear that a 
seminar is in the works and my 
prayer is that God will bring it to 
fruition. (New Jersey) 

God's Plan, In His Time 

Sometimes I think back to when I 
arrived here, in Philadelphia, and 
found that Sister had not 
been studying for quite· some time 
and there were no plans to start a 
study group. I didn't know what God 
had in store for our little group. How·· 
ever, it would be revealed in due 
time. I read, "God has promised that 
where the shepherds are not true He 
will talce charge of the flock Him
self." Well, this is happening with us. 

·when [my daughter] went to Bar
bados, she met Brother and Sister 
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___ . She later went down to 
Georgia and met Sister Pat Well, 
Sister Pat, her husband, and __ _ 
came to Philadelphia. We had a won
derful weekend. We studied and ate 
and went sightseeing. You see, all of 
this was in God's plan and in His 
time He used Pat to teach [my daugh
ter] how to give studies to our little 
group. ___ has put the charts on 
power point to enhance some of our 
studies. See how God works. 

We are still studying for our Cer
tificates. I have only a few of the 
tracts left before I can request an Ap
plication. I have learned a great deal. 
I can't wait to finish so that I can re
capitulate aU that I have leamed. Ire
alize now that it was necessary for us 
to branch off from studying with 
____ 's group to pursue themes
sage for ourselves. is steady 
and tenaciously studying for herself. 
As I watch my family grow, it is so 
impressive to see the eagerness that 
everyone displays. I never would 
have thought that I would ever have 
enough discipline to study the Time
ly Greetings and the Tracts or antici
pate receiving the Certificate of Fel
lowship. (Pennsylvania) 

Short an.d to the Point 

Please send me a free booklet on 
the sanctuary. 

TI1ank you. \-"WCL'UI.-IU>.J 
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Would Like to Save Us Money 

I appreciate your tracts. However, 
I am very interested in knowing how 
you got my mailing address, and why 
you feel impelled to mail these to 
me! Also, I would like to save you 
some money, so please remove this 
address from your mailing list 

Thank you. (Washington) 

Grateful for His Forgivenes!l 
and Mercy 

The Lord blesses so abundantly 
and yet I've held back tithes and of" 
ferings. It's been heavy on my heart, 
and the Holy Spirit has strongly im
pressed me to stop robbing God. 
Next time my tithe wiU include sec
ond tithe. I want to be part of the 
work now and gather the second 
fruits into the Kingdom later. Pro
crastination has been my idol which 
I'm praying for God to remove from 
my character. 

I am looking· forward to next 
year's seminar. 

Thank you for faithfully sending 
the Bashan Tidings, Newsletter, and 
literature. Grateful for His forgive
ness and mercy toward us! (Maine) 

The Word "We" is too Dressy 

So true, as the Newsletter puts it, 
that those who are actuated by the 
Spirit of Christ will possess that char-
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ity that suffers long and is kind. So 
many times I've seen people in the 
world, in Church, and in Davidia ac
tuated by the spirit of everything else 
but the Spirit of Christ. I win not say 
that we need to be actuated by 
Christ's Spirit because the word 
"we" is too dressy and has too much 
place to hide. I am saying I am naked, 
I need to be actuated by the sweet 
Spirit of Jesus. Thank you. (Jamaica) 

God is Just Awesome 

We have read all that is being 
done at Bashan. Wonderful indeed! 

Thank you very much for all your 
prayers and the publications sent to 
us. I enjoy reading them as a re
minder of what the Lord wants of us. 
God is just awesome. He is constant
ly reminding us of what we have to 
do to make our eternal abode with 
Him. The happenings of today tell us 
to be closely drawn to the Lord. We 
are praying for everyone and for the 
work there and afield. (Connecticut) 

F'ound "the Greatest Treasure" 

I am a young woman in my early 
thirties. I surrendered my entire be
ing to the Lord at the age of sixteen, 
and it was the wisest thing that I ever 
did as a young person. Looking back 
over the years, I don't have there
grets that so many young people in 
my age group have. I know that the 
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Lord has called me to His Kingdom 
for such a time as this. Praise His 
holy name. 

I accepted the Three Angels' Mes
sage in May 2002 .... Even before I 
was converted I knew that something 
was spiritually wrong with the SDA 
Church. 

I left the Church in June 2003 and 
promised myself not to return! I at
tended an independent SDA church. 
... The Holy Spirit was convincing 
me that I should not leave the 
Church, but I just could not see my
self going back 

and I decided not to attend 
any church, so I stayed at home and 
worshiped. After a while [we] decid
ed to meet in a park to pray and study. 
One Sabbath morning, December 17, 
2005, while I was in the park waiting 
for ___ to arrive, God answered 
my prayers about returning to the 
Church by sending a Davidian broth
er to confirmed to me things that I 
had prayed about for months. 

I started to study with the David
ians on December 31. I am truly hap
PY to find the greatest treasure, truth, 
that a human being could ever find. 

I love visiting other churches to 
share the literature, and I also love 
going along with the mature and ex
perienced brethren to give studies. 

Now that I have discovered the 
treasure chest of truth, I am truly bur
dened for my Laodicean brethren 
and family. (Antigua) 
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Have Faith, Bashan Family 

I contacted Sister Pat and spoke 
with her about getting my Certifi
cate. She told me to continue reading 
the message and explained that I 
needed to pay second tithe. I said I 
paid what I could afford, and she said 
that if I trusted God I would pay it. I 
determined that I would do it with
out question. I felt it was unfair to 
collect directories and send them to 
Bashan without my paying a second 
tithe so that there would be enough 
money to support the printing and 
mailing of the message. 

The first time I sent the second 
tithe, I was met with what I thought 
was a devastating blow to my finan
cial situation. I told God that no mat
ter what, I was going to still pay a 
second tithe. I began to read 2TG 18 
and the Holy Spirit spoke to my hemt 
through page 27:1,2: "If our hearts 
are set on wealth, if our love of mon
ey becomes greater than our love to 
help set up the Kingdom, then there 
is no hope. Such shall find them
selves magnetically drawn down in
to Babylon. If we have the dollar 
when we need it, and are also certain 
from day to day of our clothing, food, 
and a bed to sleep in, we should feel 
rich. We should feel as if we had a 
million dollars in the bank. Yes, if we 
seek first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness and mind the 
Lord's business, being slothful in 
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nothing and conscientious in every
thing, then we shall have all these 
added unto us." 

We as Davidians are rich indeed! 
We all know that this world in its 
present state is not our home, and if 
we lay up for ourselves treasures 
here, then this is where our hearts 
are! I lacked faith in this area because 
I felt that I could control what was 
left of my money after paying a flrst 
tithe. I was asking the Lord to stretch 
my money so that I could meet all of 
my expenses. I thought that since I 
paid first tithe I was a faithful stew
ard and God would supply more 
money. What a sad delusion. I was 
holding back what could have been 
used for the setting up of God's 
Kingdom. Attempts were made to 
discourage me from paying a second 
tithe. I noticed all of the reasons why 
I needed to wait until I had more in
come, which was another sad decep
tion because I would still be waiting. 

I going to share one won-
derful blessing. My supervisor told 
me of the Employee Educational 
Program that will pay for me to at
tend Graduate School. I tried for the 
program when I first started school 
but was turned down because I need
ed a few more points. My supervisor 
told me that it did not matter how 
many years I had already completed 
in school, the job would pay for the 
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tuition, books, and travel expenses. I 
would only have to work three days 
out of the week and I would still get 
a full salary, health benefits, and a 
bonus and a promotion when fin
ished. The administrator called me 
into her office and handed me my 
employee evaluation. I received an 
overall rating of Outstanding and an
other recommendation to apply for 
the Employee Educational Program. 
I was in shock, to say the least, but I 
know where my trust lies. When God 
gives, it is exceedingly, abundantly, 
and above all! We serve .!! mighty 
God. 

Have faith, Bashan Family, just 
have faith and trust in God! He 
knows what you need before you 
ask! Be faithful and know that God 
supplies all of our needs! Yes, every
thing! "Out of my want and into Thy 
wealth; Out of my sin and into Thy
self, Out of life's storms and into Thy 
calm, Out of distress to jubilant 
psalm" (2TG21:17). We are work
ing for the setting up of the King
dom. God's people need this 11th 
hour message! 

P. S. Brother and Sister Stanley's 
letter in the August 2006 Newsletter 
was not only encouraging, it was a 
beautiful testimony. ___ just broke 
into tears when she read "this is the 
least that we could do for God." 
(Pennsylvania) 0 
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l.l!( ord has reached us that the two sisters, for whom we have been 
lW praying, quietly passed away in June. 

Sister Eulaine Julien passed away in her home on June 4. She was 
born on August 5, 1930. For several years she was suffering, but through 
it all, she cheerfully bore these sufferings. When Sisters Bingham and 
Karyl visited her home three years ago, they found her of good courage 
and strong faith as she bore her afflictions. Her two daughters were tak
ing good care of her, and all her other children, as well as her grand
children, great grandchildren and other relatives were a source of joy 
and comfort to her. Brother Anthony (Kenny) Julien wrote the follow
ing paragraph in a tribute to her: 

"It was a blessing to say that Mom did not only live for time, but 
understood fully the importance of a life that would prepare her for a 
place in the eternal Kingdom of God. It was her faith in God that sus
tained her during her illness and in the closing moments of her life. 
When we asked her, Mom, are you sleeping in Jesus? it was with full 
assurance that she squeezed my hand and nodded her head positively." 

Our deepest condolences go to her family. 

Sister Esther Miriam G:ree]l] went to her rest on June 12. She was 
born on March 12, 1907. She accepted the Rod message in Jamaica in 
the days of old Mt Carmel, but never gave up the message even after 
the debacle at Mt. Carmel in 1959, though she did not know where to 
tum. Soon after she migrated to New York to live with her children, she 
again came in contact with the Rod. Brother Wycliffe Brown faithfully 
visited her, and in her last years, he took her to meetings, visited her, 
and spent time attending to her needs. She loved the message, in spite 
of living at home with unbelieving children. No one was able to dis
suade her from her belief. She looked forward to attending Davidian 
meetings as long as she was able, and until almost the last, she was send
ing in names and addresses. 

We praise and thank God for the lives of these sisters, and for the 
witness they gave for the message. "Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of His saints,'' Ps. 116:15. ~ 

(44) 



NEWS AND NOTES 

Field Work: The Lord is blessing 
His work. Wherever souls are to be 
found, God is in the business of 
reaching them. Since her return to 
Guyana, Sister Vema Stanley, with 
much prayers and hard hours of 
work, is reporting a goodly harvest 
of souls, and a little company has 
once again been established in the 
Linden/Wismar area. 

In Trinidad, the work is taking 
root again. Praise the Lord for the 
hard, untiring, and prayerful work of 
Sister Ma:ria Rock. She left her 
home in Barbados to spend several 
weeks in Trinidad. God has heard our 
united prayers, and not only the old 
believers are rejoicing in the message 
in new faith and zeal, but God has 
helped her to reach some Laodicean 
souls with the message. Pray for Sis
ter Maria. She intends to return to 
Trinidad in a few months to resume 
the work 

In Barbados, the brethren are 
holding fast to the message and are 
doing serious hunting work to reach 
other souls on that island. 

In Jamaica, the Lord is using 
Brother Courtney Guy and several 
of the brethren who are the contact 
persons in finding people to study 
with Brother Guy" He and three 
Bashan brethren have recently met 
with four of the Waco split-offs in a 

meeting. They came with a set of 
books, but Brother Guy calmly met 
them with the history of the Davidi
an Association, of which they knew 
nothing. Two of them begin to argue 
between themselves in the meeting, 
but, thank God, two of the others are 
asking Brother Guy for more studies. 

In Grenada, Bll'othe:r Kemroy 
Goodnngs is holding the line firmly 
as he seeks to help others to come to 
the saving message for this time. 

In St. Vincent, some of our young 
people, Sister Kim Jack and Broth
er Darryn Ackie are doing what they 
can to spread the message. 

In St. Martin, Sister Quincybeth 
Laine, who has returned from her 
University classes in France to spend 
the summer with her relatives, is 
busily doing what she can. 

In Antigua, God is blessing Broth
er Linsford Harris and Brother 
Stanley Europe, along with the 
group, to redouble their efforts to vis
it more churches and to spread the 
message. It is amazing how they are 
finding God's true sheep. (See page 
41 for the letter, "Found 'the Great
est Treasure,' " from one of God's 
sheep describing her experience in 
finding the tme pasture.) 

In the Bahamas, it is another mir
acle how God is reaching His own. 
Brother Brent Toote and Brother 
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Emil Lesbott, with God's help, are I using Brother Wycliffe Brown and 
making inroads in reaching Rachel the members there to fearlessly go 
and her handmaid's children and to forward with the torch of truth. 
point them to God's only certified 
and legal Association. 

In Florida, God is richly blessing 
the prayerful and hard work of 
Brother O'Neal Morrison who, in 
addition to being leader of the Mia
mi/Ft. Lauderdale group, is ever 
reaching out to help others to feed in 
Bashan's lush pasture. 

The work is moving on with Sis
ter Deborah Anderson and family 
in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
area. They are a young group but 
willing and anxious to learn and to 
share what they know. 

Sister Sylvia Gauthier and those 
in her company in Northeastern U S. 
are ever on the alert for souls, spend
ing time studying with them, and 
teaching them to beware of the im
posters' false Association members 
who are ever on the prowl to try to 
steal God's sheep. The truth has 
power and, so far, God is hedging 
His people with all the evidences that 
only "the Spirit of Prophecy at work 
[not the books] is the only remedy 
against isms in the Church and in the 
world" (See lTG 14:21:1). 

In Las Vegas, the Lord is using 
Sister Lomia Watson and her help
ers to find the honest Laodiceans, 
despite persecution from the church 
elders. 

In the New York area, God is 

AU our U,S.leaders and believers 
in New Jersey, Connecticut, Alaba
ma/Georgia, California, Arizona, 
Washington, Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
and, in fact, everywhere believers 
are, God is giving them new zeal and 
fresh courage to keep up with the 
hunting campaign. 

Our leaders and members in 
Canada, England, Ghana, Sierra 
Leone, and, in short, all over the 
world where the Rod is known, God 
is stirring them up to work with 
"earnest, ceaseless energy" (5T 187) 
for the purifying of the church. Do 
keep all of the Ammis and Ruhamas 
in your prayers. 
Visitors: We are happy for all the 
brethren who came: from Antigua, 
the Bahamas, Arizona, California, 
Indiana, Nevada, Washington, West 
Virginia, and South Florida. It was a 
happy time for all-Bashanites and 
visitors. We especially enjoyed hav
ing the young folk and teenagers 
with us. They enjoyed the time spent 
here in the various activities in which 
they were engaged. All of us need to 
keep all of the young people in Da
vidia in our prayers. 
Seminar 2001: The dates have been 
slightly changed to the following: 
The first meeting will be Monday, 
August 27, beginning at 7:30p.m., 
and the last meeting wiU be Sabbath 
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evening, September 1. Remember, as 
always, that the most important fac
tor for the success of the Seminar is 
your entire dedication and consecra
tion in preparing yourselves for what 
the Lord has in store for all of us. 
More information will be sent from 
month to month concerning the Sem
in:J.r. 
Month-end Day of Praye:r and 
Fasting: This time has been set aside 
for the Association since the first ses
sion held in 1965 after the reorgani
zation in 1961. By God's grace we 
have encouraged all to participate in 
this privileged blessing. May all who 
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observe it each month do so with re
newed dedication and purpose that it 
may not deteriorate to a formal ob·· 
servance. 
Fellowship Certificate: If you have 
allowed the time to go by without 
making the effort to secure yours, for 
2006, may you be challenged to do 
so before the year doses. Remember 
that you must qualify yourself in or
der to sign the Application" It is not 
a light or easy matter to gain entrance 
into the sheepfold. But if you are 
seeking to be sealed and to be among 
the first fruits, then you must have a 
Fellowship Certificate. 0 

::lonelineaa 

:£ondiness may V"isit, 
it neV"er can possess, 

a lie art wliere CS)od 8 ewe tingers 
and wliere :Jfls f/pirit rests. 

!lJianne CW. $rQutn 



RECIPE PAGE 

Blueberry Sm.oothie 

1 pint fresh blueberries or 
2 cups frozen, slightly thawed 

1 cup pineapple juice 
1 container (8 ounces) low-fat vanilla yogurt or 

1 frozen banana and 1 cup soy or nut milk 

Combine blueberries, juice and yogurt or frozen banana and milk 
in electric blender. Blend until smooth (about one minute). Gar
nish with skewered blueberries. Serve immediately. (Makes three 
one-cup servings.) 

(48) 
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TAPE LIST NO. 74 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes-$4.00; 60 minutes-$3.00; 
45 minutes-$2.50; 30 minutes-$2.00. All monies must be in U.S. 
currency. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

187 Joy, Pick the Flowers, Not the Briars ................... 45 
188 The Lion of the Tribe of Judah Hath Prevailed ........... 60 
192 What Believing in the Truth in Its Fullness 

Will Do for Us ........ 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 90 
353 Five Pastures In the Light of the History 

of the DSDA, Part I. .............................. 90 
354 Five Pastures In the Light of the History 

of the DSDA, Part II ............. 0 0 •••••••••••••• 30 
681 The Restoration of the Kingdom .. 0 •••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 90 

M. J. B. STUDIES 

155 "Your Salvation Depends On Your Acting 
from Principle" (1 T 698) ....................... 0 •• 45 

159 Woe Unto Ariel ................................... 45 
163 When God Will Work and What He Will Do 

for the Glory of His Name ............. 0 0 •••••••••• 60 
164 These Be the Days of Thy Vengeance ................. 90 
165 The Kingdom and the Sanctuary .............. , ....... 60 
486 The Balm of Gilead and Isaiah 33 .................... 90 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of theM. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is wen worth listening to and digesting. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

The Answerer, Books 1 and 5 

Conflict and Courage 

Christ Our Righteousness 

Fundamentals of Christian Education 

The Shepherd's Rod, Volume 2 

Testimonies, Volumes 2, 3, and 5 

Pre-"Eleventh Hour" Extra!, Tract 1 

Timely Greetings, Volumes 1 and 2 

Testimonies to Ministers 

White House Recruiter 

~~ 

You may forget how you behaved when the going got tough, 
but others won't-Mark Burnett 

Laughter is the brush that sweeps away the cobwebs 
of the heart-Mort Walker 

Self-discipline is when your conscience tells you to do something 
and you don't talk back-W K Hope 

The greatest gifts you can give your children are the roots of responsibility 
and the wings of independence,-Denis Waitley 

Tact consists of knowing how not to go too far,-Jean Cocteau 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

"We are not all asked to serve as Elisha served, nor are we all bid
den to sell everything we have; but God asks us to give His service 
the first place in our lives, to allow no day to pass without doing some
thing to advance His work in the earth. He does not expect from all 
the same kind of service. One may be called to ministry in a foreign 
land; another may be asked to give of his means for the support of 
gospel work. God accepts the offering of each. It is the consecration 
of the life and all its interests, that is necessary. Those who make this 
consecration will hear and obey the call of Heaven .... 

" ... Elisha's life after uniting with Elijah was not without tempta
tions. Trials he had in abundance; but in every emergency he relied 
on God. He was tempted to think of the home that he had left, but to 
this temptation he gave no heed. Having put his hand to the plow, he 
was resolved not to tum back, and through test and trial he proved 
true to this trust. ... 

"Elisha asked not for worldly honor, or for a high place among the 
great men of earth. That which he craved was a large measure of the 
Spirit that God had bestowed so freely upon the one about to be hon
ored with translation. He knew that nothing but the Spirit which had 
rested upon Elijah, could fit him to fill the place in Israel to which 
God had called him; and so he asked, 'I pray Thee, let a double por
tion of Thy Spirit be upon me.' "-CC 222: 1, 2, 4. 
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