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IS CHRISTMAS A HOLY DAY TO BE OBSERVED 
AS THE BIRTHDAY OF JESUS? 

IS SANTA CLAUS GODLY OR MYTHICAL CHARACTER 

[Compiled by Jemmy K Bingham] 

A I though most Christian scholars 
and theologians believe Christ

mas is not the birthday of Jesus, yet 
they talk about it, sing about it, and 
put forth strong efforts to make it a 
holy day. As far back as 1929, the 
General Conference touted the sa
cred observance of December 25 as 
a holy holiday. We will study what 
Inspiration has to say from the writ
ings of the Rod of God and the Spirit 
of Prophecy. 

CHRISTMAS 

From the writings of the Rod: 
"The December 1929 issue of 

this journal, full of Christmas-keep
ing and Christmas programs and 
gifts, is a fair example of the Con
ference trend at the time The Shep
herd's Rod began to unfold. As it is 
too lengthy to reproduce in full, we 

I. quote only the very last sentence, the 
closing words under the paragraph, 
'What Christmas May Always 
Mean': 

exalt in the eyes of the youth the 
world's supreme idolatrous day as 
the birthday of Christ, is incredible. 
... " -lSR (p.e.) 44:2-4. 

"'And they worshipped the drag
on which gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshipped the beast, say
ing, Who is like unto the beast? who 
is able to make war with him?' (Rev. 
13:4.) The question may be asked, 
How can professed Christians wor
ship the dragon? The answer is easy, 

. and the worship of the dragon can be 

I clearly seen. The present system of 
worship by so-called Christian in
stitutions is unquestionably pagan. 
Sunday, Christmas, and Easter keep
ing, etc., originated in ancient Baby
lon, from the old pagan religion in 
honor of the sun god. Christians, in 
modern times, assume to honor the 
most High God with pagan customs 
calling them 'Christian Doctrines.' 
Protestantism has taken a grip on 
these pagan festivals as a leech on a 
human body. As the sluggard sucks 
the blood unaware that his satisfac-

" 'And, in general, a baptism tion brings him to destruction, just so 
reality, simplicity, and sincerity in the with Protestants and their pagan 
observance of the world's supreme cornmemoratives, even daring to call 
birthday.' them by the name of Christ. Blasphe-

"For a General Conference publi- I my indeed! Every student of ancient 
cation to command the teachers to history knows this to be true; like-
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wise every Bible student knows 
these so-called Christian festivals are 
unbiblical as well as unchristian. If 
these institutions were Christian, or 
Biblical, they would certainly have 
been spoken of in the Bible. But 
since they are not found in the Word 
of God, Christians had better leave 
them alone lest they be found wor
shiping the dragon."-2SR 98, 99. 

"With the proclamation of the fall 
of Babylon, it was announced that 
the so-called Christian festivals, such 
as Sunday keeping, Christmas, and 
Easter, also baptism by sprinkling, 
and other false doctrines were unbib
lical and of pagan origin. But as an
cient Babylon failed to renounce the 
pagan system of worship, and adopt 
the worship of the only true God, just 
so present day Christendom has re
fused to reform or turn from these 
practices. The true mediatorial work 
of the heavenly sanctuary, jointly 
with the Seventh-day Sabbath as it 
was then taught, is also unheeded!" 
-2SR273:0. 

"For over nineteen centuries the 
institution of Christmas, the popular 
gift-exchanging day, has been ac
claimed throughout Christendom as 
one of God's good and perfect gifts. 
And this sentiment has been glorified 
and perpetuated in the face of the 
widely-known facts that Christmas 
is not the birthday of Christ, that He 
was not, in truth, born in December 
at all, that the observance of the day 
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is simply a Christianized heathen 
custom perpetuated in charming 
Christian guise, and that it is not a 
gift from God. 

" 'The Christmas Spirit was 
traced back in history today,' says an 
Associated Press dispatch under 
dateline of Chicago, December 23, 
1935 'and identified as a one-time 
"public enemy." 

" 'Branded a pagan outlaw, it was 
banished from New England by the 
Puritans in 1659. 

" 'Yule gaiety and feasting so 
irked those solemn pillars of the 
church, declared Prof. William War
ren Sweet, University of Chicago 
church historian, that they passed a 
law in the general court of the colony 
of Massachusetts saying: 

" ' "Whosoever shall be found ob
serving any such day as Christmas or 
the like, either by forbearing oflabor, 
feasting, or any other way, as a festi
val, shall be fined five shillings." 

" 'Only during the last half centu
ry [referring back to the 19th centu
ry, at the time the statement was be
ing written in 1935] was the Christ
mas spirit generally accepted in 
America, even in the church, Profes
sor Sweet asserted.' 

"In view of these widely known 
historical facts, this phase of the sub
ject needs no further elucidation be
yond the Lord's simple warning in
volving 
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"Christmas Observance and 
Christmas Gifts. 

"While to a vast multitude of 
Christmas observers, Christ means 

i scarcely more than any ordinary man 
i of fame, to an even greater Christ

mas-observing multitude of 'not-at
all-Christians,' He is but a storied fig
ure by which to conjure holiday rev
elry; although they meaninglessly lip 
His name in conventional acknowl
edgment of the supposed origin of 
the religious occasion ofthe season! 
Thus to many, like a light in the dark
ness, stands out the fact that Christ
mas is not, in reality, observed to the 
honor of the Saviour, but to the glo
rification of a pagan custom and to 
the gratification of the carnal heart. 

"Consequently, 'altogether-Chris
tians' cannot consistently participate 
in celebrating the Christmas myth. 
Indeed, to do so is openly to set at 
naught the Word of God, for 'thus 
saith the Lord, Learn not the way of 
the heathen, and be not dismayed at 
the signs of heaven; for the heathen 
are dismayed at them. For the cus
toms of the people are vain: for one 
cutteth a tree out of the forest, the 

' work of the hands of the workman, 
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because they cannot go. Be not afraid 
of them; for they cannot do evil, 
neither also is it in them to do good.' 
Jer. 10:2-5. 

"And the traditional gift-exchang
ing, which is part and parcel of the 
spirit of Christmas observance, is a 
jealousy-breeding custom, all too of
ten only cankering the receiver's 
heart and emptying the buyer's pock
etbook. Thus while it goads one mul
titude to display of pride, even luring 
them into revelry, debauchery, and 
immorality, it drives another, the 
multitude of poor, either to envy or 
discouragement, or to both, also not 
infrequently to despair, and some
times to insanity-even leading to 
murder and suicide. 

"The whole Christmas institution 
consequently being but a species of 
heathen worship which is demoral
izing the nations, the Lord's servants 
will therefore invariably shun the 
exchanging of Christmas gifts, shun 
the evils attendant upon the occa
sion's pretentious spirit and spurious 
humanitarianism. Christians cannot, 
indeed, take part in its unholy traf
fic of gift-trading and of reveling, 
and at the same time be 'altogether
Christians.' "-13Tr. 5-8. 

with the axe. "The widely used Christmas tree, 
'They deck it with silver and with on the 25th of December-a tree cut 

gold; they fasten it with nails and down from its source of life and fas
with hammers, that it move not. I tened up by nails-does not symbolc 
They are upright as the palm tree, but ize a birth, but rather one's death and 
speak not: they must needs be borne, ' a futile effort to make him live. To 



24 BASHAN TIDINGS 4 

the heathen, cutting down the tree 
symbolized their dead chief, and by 
propping it up, it symbolized life, 
though one is dead. Now the fact that 
the spurious Christmas tree is wide
ly celebrated not only by Christians, 
but also by non-Christians, the world 
by this act is worshiping the dead, a 
form of Shintoism. Worshiping the 
dead prophets and killing the living 
ones is a brutal effort to block the 
progress of Truth, to deceive self and 
others."-2TG 26:23: L 

" ... What a privilege and what an 
opportunity is now ours! Look and 
see what a difference there is be
tween God's method for supporting 
His work, and the Roman system that 
is now carried on by the Church: 
plate-passing, high-powered speech
es, Big Day, Book Day, high pressur
ing, campaigning, selling, auction
eering, Harvest Ingathering, birthday 
offerings, Christmas-tree hangings, 
baby weighings, Dorcas sales, in
vestment funds, and what not! As 
none of these squeezings are Bibli
cal, and as all of them are pagan in 
origin and condemned by the Scrip
tures, they could not possibly be con
sidered freewill offerings. Search 
and see."-JL 72:2. 
From E. G. White's writings: 

"Making God's Cause First-I 
have said to my family and my 
friends, I desire that no one shall 
make me a birthday or Christmas 
gift, unless it be with permission to 
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pass it on into the Lord's treasury, to 
be appropriated in the establishment 
of missions."'-AH 474:1. 

"Christmas as a Holiday
'Christmas is coming,' is the note 
that is sounded throughout our world 
from east to west and from north to 
south. With youth, those of mature 
age, and even the aged, it is a period 
of general rejoicing, of great glad
ness. But what is Christmas, that it 
should demand so much attention? 

"The twenty-fifth of December is 
supposed to be the day of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, and its observance has 
become customary and popular. But 
yet there is no certainty that we are 
keeping the veritable day of our Sav
iour's birth. History gives us no cer
tain assurance of this. The Bible does 
not give us the precise time. Had the 
Lord deemed this knowledge essen
tial to our salvation, He would have 
spoken through His prophets and 
apostles, that we might know all 
about the matter. But the silence of 
the Scriptures upon this point evi
dences to us that it is hidden from us 
for the wisest purposes."-Id. 477:1, 
2. 

"The Day Not to Be Ignored
As the twenty-fifth of December is 
observed to commemorate the birth 
of Christ, as the children have been 
instructed by precept and example 
that this was indeed a day of gladness 
and rejoicing, you will find it a diffi
cult matter to pass over this period 
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without giving it some attention. It 1 As the principles set forth in this con
can be made to serve a very good ' nection are applicable today, these 
purpose. specific references are left in the ar-

"The youth should be treated very tide.] Letters of inquiry have come 
carefully. They should not be left on to us asking, Shall we have a Christ
Christmas to find their own amuse- mas tree? Will it not be like the 
ment in vanity and pleasure seeking, 

i in amusements which will be detri
. mental to their spirituality. Parents 

can control this matter by turning the 
minds and the offerings of their chil
dren to God and His cause and the 
salvation of souls."-AH 478:1, 2. 

"Christmas-a Time to Honor 
God-By the world the holidays are 
spent in frivolity and extravagance, 
gluttony and display .... Thousands of 
dollars will be worse than thrown 
away upon the coming Christmas 
and New Year's in needless indul
gences. But it is our privilege to de
part from the customs and practices 
of this degenerate age; and instead of 
expending means merely for the 
gratification of the appetite or for 
needless ornaments or articles of 
clothing, we may make the coming 
holidays an occasion in which to 
honor and glorify God. 

"Christ should be the supreme ob
ject; but as Christmas has been ob
served, the glory is turned from Him 
to mortal man, whose sinful, defec
tive character made it necessary for 
Him to come to our world."-Id. 
480:3,4. 

"[Note: Reference is made in this 
article to current building projects. 

world? We answer, You can make it 
like the world if you have a disposi
tion to do so, or you can make it as 
unlike the world as possible. There 
is no particular sin in selecting a fra
grant evergreen and placing it in our 
churches, but the sin lies in the mo
tive which prompts to action and the 
use which is made of the gifts placed 
upon the tree."-Id. 482:1. 

"The holidays are approaching. In 
view of this fact, it will be well to 
consider how much money is ex
pended yearly in making presents to 
those who have no need of them. The 
habits of custom are so strong that to 
withhold gifts from our friends on 
these occasions would seem to us 
almost a neglect of them. But let us 
remember that our kind heavenly 
Benefactor has claims upon us far 
superior to those of any earthly 
friends. Shall we not, during the 
coming holidays, present our offer
ings to God? Even the children may 
participate in this work. Clothing and 
other useful articles may be given to 
the worthy poor, and thus a work 
may be done for the Master."--MYP 
311:1. 

"Of this law, so high an authority 
as the 'Encyclopedia Britannica' 



BASHAN TIDINGS 4 8 OCT-DEC 2008 

plainly says: 'It was Constantine the have been regarded as an institution 
Great who first made a law for the corresponding in nature with Christ
proper observance of Sunday; and mas, Good Friday, and other festivals 
who, according to Eusebius, appoint- of the church. [Cox's Sabbath Laws, 
ed that it should be regularly cele- p. 281.]"-GC (1888) 679:3. 
brated throughout the Roman Ern- In the December 20, 2007, Adven
pire. Before him, and even in his tist Review, the following was writ
time, they observed the Jewish Sab- ten about the late Elder Kenneth H. 
bath, as well as Sunday.' As to the de- Wood: 
gree of reverence with which Sunday "Elder Wood was elected editor of 
was regarded, and the manner of its the Review and Herald (today called 
observance, Mosheim says that in the Adventist Review) in June 1966, 
consequence of the law enacted by following the sudden death of editor 
Constantine, the first day of the week Francis D. Nichol. Nichol died at age 
was 'observed with greater solernni- 69 as a result of a tear in his aorta, 
ty than it had formerly been.' [Eccl. thought to be caused by a fall some 
Hist. Cent. 4, Part 2, Chap. 4, Sec. 5.] months before. Wood, who had served 
Yet Constantine permitted all kinds as an assistant editor and then asso
of agricultural labor to be performed ciate editor of the publication for ten 
on Sunday! Bishop Taylor declares years, was considered by the Review 
that 'the primitive Christians did all and Herald board and the General 
manner of works upon the Lord's Conference Executive Committee to 
Day.' [Duct. Dubitant., Part 1, Book be the best qualified for the job. So 
2, Chap. 2, Rule 6, Sec. 59.] The began his work at the helm of the 
same statement is made by Morer: church's flagship journal, a position 
'The day [Sunday] was not wholly he held for more than sixteen years. 
kept in abstaining from common "Fellow staff members and Re
business; nor did they [Christians] view readers have depicted Wood as 
any longer rest from their ordinary someone who 'loves the distinctive 
affairs (such was the necessity ot truths of the Scriptures,' a 'defender 
those times) than during the divine of the faith,' 'a man of convictions,' 
service.' [Dialogues on the Lord's 1 and 'forthright in his editorial writ
Day, p. 233.] Says Cox: 'There is no ing.' One editor described Wood as 
evidence that either at this [the time being 'his own man ... jealous for the 
of Constantine], or at a period much consecrated independence of the 
later, the observance was viewed as voice of the church paper.' 
deriving any obligation from the I "It will be difficult to 

commandment; it seems to these sentiments if you look back 
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some of his copious Review articles 
and editorials. He wrote on basic 
doctrinal themes such as Sabbath 
keeping, tithing, and the grace of 
God; he hit the lifestyle issues, in
cluding [Christmas], movie going, 
jewelry, and diet; he tackled complex 
and controversial subjects such as 
Black unions, race relations, sports, 
faith healing, education, and abor
tion. And he wrote with a candor sel
dom heard today."-Adventist Re
view, December 20,2007. 

A careful reading of the following 
editorial reprint will show his inde
pendent candor on his views about 
Christmas. 

POST-CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS 

Kenneth H. Wood 

Many Christians, when repeating 
the Lord's Prayer, say, "Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors." 
Others say, "Forgive us our trespass
es, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us." The latter form was the 
one used in the home of a little girl. 
Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that 
as the little girl repeated the prayer 
one evening in December, she said, 
"Forgive us our Christmases, as we 
forgive those who Christmas against 
us." 

We shall not use this childish mal
apropism as the basis for a diatribe 
against Christmas. We think that 
Christmas has much to commend it. 

--------

Certainly the world needs a reminder 
at least once a year of the Incarna
tion-the astounding fact that in 
Jesus divinity was blended with hu
manity, and that by accepting Jesus 
as their Saviour, repentant, lost sin
ners will "not perish, but have ever
lasting life" (John 3: 16). 

But we think that in some fami
lies Christmas has become a burden 
rather than a blessing, and that every 
Christian needs to examine his cus
toms and practices occasionally to 
make sure that they are in harmony 
with his faith. As we examine Christ
mas, what do we find? 

1. No one knows the date of i 
Christ's birth, hence December 25j 
has no intrinsic meaning. The date i 
was chosen during the apostasy of 
the early centuries for a variety of 
reasons, perhaps principally to make 
it easier for pagan converts who were 
used to celebrating December 25 as 
a birthday ---,-either the birthday of the 
"new sun," following the winter sol
stice, or of the god Mithras. "The ear
liest record of the recognition of De
cember 25 as a church festival is in 
the Philocalian Calendar (copied 354 
but representing Roman practice in 
336)."-SDA Bible Students' Source 
Book, p. 242. Unlike the Seventh-day 
Sabbath, Christmas has no Biblical 
foundation. It rests on human author
ity, principally cultural, as is evident 
from the fact that it is given wide at
tention even in non-Christian coun-
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tries such as Japan. So no one should bemoan the fact that their children 
feel guilty if he chooses not to cele- have grown up to be self-centered 
brate Christmas. He is not thereby adults, but perhaps they sowed the 
denying his Lord. seeds of this selfishness by the way 

2. Many people spend more mon- they celebrated Christmas,· strength
ey on Christmas than they can afford, ' ening their children's natural desire 
much of it unwisely. According tore- to get rather than helping them see 
cent estimates, people in the United that "it is more blessed to give than 
States spend about $13 billion each to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
year to celebrate Christmas [statistic 4. Many people at Christmas fo
for December 1979]. Much of this cus more attention on Santa Claus 
money goes to buy gifts that are not than they do on Jesus; they make a 
needed. Some of it goes for luxury fictitious character more real than the 
food items and liquor. An enormous Saviour. We are not enthusiastic 
amount is spent on trees, decorations, about such slogans as "Put Christ 
wrapping paper, and other items that back into Christmas," for, consider
contribute nothing to meeting the ing the pagan origin of the day, we 
needs of the world's disadvantaged do not believe that Christ ever was 
people. an essential part of it; but since Jesus' 

We believe that it is entirely ap- birth is supposedly the reason for the 
propriate to give gifts to those we Christmas holiday, we think it is dis
love, whether at Christmas or at any appointing that Jesus comes in a poor 
other time of the year. But is it ap- second to Santa. Few parents make 
propriate to spend so profligately that much effort to make Christ the cen
we have little or nothing left with ter of attention at Christmas. They 
which to feed the hungry and clothe spend more time encouraging their 
the naked (see Isa. 58:6, 7)? When 2 children to please Santa (because he 
million people face starvation in knows "who's naughty and nice'') 
Cambodia, and hundreds of thou- than they do encouraging them to be 
sands in that area are racked by mal- pure, holy, and unselfish like Jesus. 
nutrition and disease, should we not Also, though some parents make 
pray, "Forgive us our Christmases," it clear to their children that there is 
if we waste money or spend it self- no "real" Santa Claus, others do 
ishly? everything possible to deceive the 

3. In general, the emphasis at children, persuading them that Santa 
Christmas is on getting rather than has a toy factory at the North Pole, 
giving. Especially is this true with that he drives a sleigh pulled by rein
children. In later years parents may deer, and that he comes down the 
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chimney while everyone in the house nonbiblical saint in Christendom .... 
is asleep. When children mature and There were 2,137 ecclesiastical ded
find out the truth about Santa, does ications [of churches] to Nicholas in 
the way their parents deceived them France, Germany, and the Low 
affect their own attitudes toward Countries alone before the year 
honesty, deception, hypocrisy, con- 1500." (Jones, Charles W. "Knicker
cealment of facts, or even their abil- , backer Santa Claus." The New York 
ity to trust their parents? "Forgive us : Historical Society Quarterly, Octo
our Christmases." ber 1954, Volume XXXVIII, Num-

5. Too often Christmas produces ~ ber Four, p. 357.) 
negative rather than positive effects. The popular book, The Christmas 
Crime rates soar. People overeat. ' Almanack, states, "By the height of 
Family fights multiply. Drunkenness the Middle Ages, St. Nicholas was 
increases. Loneliness and depression probably invoked in prayer more 
become more widespread and acute. · than any other figure except the Vir
Debts mount. All of this is difficult gin Mary and Christ Himself." (Del 
to harmonize with" 'Tis the season . Re, Gerard and Patricia. The Christ
to be jolly .... "-K. H. Wood, Review '. mas Almanack. New York: Random 
and Herald, December 27, 1979, pp. House, 2004, p. 131.) 
17, 18. Miraculous folklore and legend 

SANTA CLAUS, 

THE GREAT IMPOSTER 

Dr. Terry Watkins, Ph D 
Dial-the-Truth Ministrie§ 

Where did Santa Claus come 
from? 

The oft-repeated tale of Santa 
Claus goes like this: 

According to the legend, Santa 
began as a fourth century Catholic 
bishop named Saint Nicholas. The 
cult of St. Nicholas was one of histo
ries most widespread religious move
ments. According to St. Nicholas his
tmian, Charles W. Jones, " ... The cult 
of St. Nicholas was, before the Re
formation, the most intensive of any 

surround the mysterious St. Nicho
las .... And, like Santa, Saint Nicholas 
gave gifts to poor children, hence, his 
veneration as Patron Saint of Chil
dren. During the Middle Ages, hun
dreds of plays and paintings told and 

' re-told the amazing feats of St. 
Nicholas. 

Next, according to legend, Santa 
magically appears in the Netherlands 
around the seventeenth century. Dur
ing this time, Sinter Klaas (a.k.a. 
Santa Claus) was officially born. 
Dutch children began the tradition of 
placing their shoes by the fireplace 
on December 5, for the mystic fourth 
century Bishop, Saint Nicholas. 
(Note: In the Dutch language Saint 



24 BAS HAN TIDINGS 4 12 OCT-DEC 2008 

Nicholas is "Sint Nikolass," which 1 came riding over the tops of the trees, 
was shortened to "Sinter Klaas," of I in that self-same wagon wherein he 
which the anglicized form is "Santa brings his yearly presents to the chil
Claus.") The next morning, the glee- dren .... And when St. Nicholas had 
ful Dutch children quickly awoke to smoked his pipe, he twisted it in his 
gifts and goodies in their shoes, left hatband, and laying his finger beside 
by Sinter Klaas. Like today's Santa, his nose, gave the astonished Van 
Sinter Klaas, miraculously, traveled Kortlandt a very significant look; 
from housetop to housetop, and en- then, mounting his wagon, he re
tered through the chimney. turned over the treetops and disap-

Our next stop on the Santa high- peared." (Irving, Washington. Knick
way is the year 1626 in the New erbocker's History of New York, New 
World called America. Searching for York: Frederick Ungar Publishing 
the "American dream," Dutch set- Co., 1928, p. 50.) 
tiers sailed from the Netherlands and "At this early period was institut
established the Dutch colony called ed that pious ceremony, still reli
New Amsterdam (today called New giously observed in all our ancient 
York). The Dutch colonists quickly families of the right breed, of hang
settled into America, bringing their ing up a stocking in the chimney on 
customs and, of course, their beloved St. Nicholas Eve; which stocking is 
Sinter Klaas. always found in the morning mirac-

In December 1809, American es- ulously filled; for the good St. Nicho
sayist Washington Irving published las has ever been a great giver of 
a popular satire of the Dutch found- gifts, particularly to children." (Irv
ing of New York titled "A Knicker- ing, Washington. Knickerbocker's 
bocker History of New York." More History of New York, New York: 
than any other event, it was Irving's Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., 
Knickerbocker History that is cred- 1928, p. 68.) 
ited for creating our modem day San- Next stop on our investigative 
ta Claus. The following history-mak- journey for Santa, surprisingly, comes 
ing words from The Knickerbocker from the pen of a New York theology 
History became the public inaugura- professor named Dr. Clement Clarke 
tion of Santa Claus. Who could have Moore. In 1822, inspired by Irving's 
possibly imagined the significance popular, Knickerbocker History's 
these simple words would soon portrayal of jolly St. Nicholas, Dr. 
have? 'I Moore quietly wrote a trivial poem 

1 "And the sage Oloffe dreamed a titled, "A Visit from St. Nicholas" for ' 
L~~eam-and lo, the go_od St. Nicholas. his own childre~as a simple Chri;J 
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mas present. Dr. Moore had no inten- tannica 99.) 
tion of publishing his poem, but in "Nicholas, Saint (lived 4th centu-
1823 it was published anonymously, ry), Christian prelate, patron saint of 
by a friend, in the Troy Sentinel. Russia, traditionally associated with 
Moore's extremely popular poem Christmas celebrations. The ac
was the spark that lit the Santa Claus counts of his life are confused and 
wildfire. Santa quickly began flying historically unconfirmed." ("Nicho
throughAmerica. Dr. Moore's poem las, Saint" Microsoft Encarta Ency
was later renamed the famous, "Twas c{opedia 99.) 
The Night Before Christmas." "Unfortunately, very little is 

The finishing touches for Santa , known about the real St. Nicholas. 
occurred around 1863 from the artis- · Countless legends have grown up 
tic hands of cartoonist Thomas Nast. around this very popular saint, but 
Inspired by Moore's popular poem, very little historical evidence is avai!
Nast illustrated scores of Santa pic- able." (DelRe, Gerard and Patricia. 
tures in Harper's Weekly and the The Christmas Almanack. New York: 
world was officially baptized with Random House, 2004, p. 130) 
the face of Santa Claus. Nast's early "In 1969, the final nail in the cof
Santa was burly, stern, gnome-like, ; fin to the feeble fable of St. Nicholas 
and covered with drab fur, much un- was officially hammered down. De
like today's colorful and jolly fellow. spite the fact that St. Nicholas is 
But make no mistake-it was Santa. among Roman Catholicism's most 

Let us investigate the traditional popular and venerated 'Saints,' Pope 
Santa story a little closer.... Paul VI officially decreed the feast 

of Saint Nicholas removed from the 
The Mysterious St Nicholas Roman Catholic calendar. UPI Wire 

Services reported that St. Nicholas 
The first major problem in the and forty other saints were deleted 

Santa Claus saga is the person of St. because 'of doubt that ever ex
Nicholas. There is very little evi- is ted.' " ("Pope Marches 40 Saints 
dence, if any, that the man St. Nicho- Off Official Church Calendar." UPI 
las actually existed. Wire Services.<www.stnicholascen-

"Nicholas' existence is not attest- ter.org/Brix ?pageiD=389>) 
ed by any historical document, so "Because the saint's life is so un
nothing certain is known of his life 1 reliably documented, Pope Paul VI 
except that he was probably bishop ordered the feast of Saint Nicholas 
of Myra in the fourth century .... " dropped from the official Roman 

Saint" Encyclopedia Bri- Catholic calendar in 1969." ("Santa 
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I Claus" Microsoft Encarta Encyclo- Santa. The following brief cites are 
j pedia 99.) from Jones's convincing work: 
I The next devastating error in the "Nearly everyone repeats this sto-
,1, traditional "Santa comes to Ameri- ry [the Dutch-Santa] .... But when we 

ca" legend is Irving's Knickerbock- look at the evidence-that is, the 
er History. Irving claims the early newspapers, magazines, diaries, 
Dutch planted the legend of Sinter books, broadsides, music, sculpture, 
Klaas in America. One little problem and merchandise of past times, the 
-it is historically false. In fact, Irv- 1 picture is not substantiated .... 
ing, a well known fiction author of "There is no evidence that it [San
such classics as Rip Van Winkle and ta Claus] existed in New Amsterdam, 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, never or for a century after occupation .... 
intended Knickerbocker History as "I have not found evidence of St. 
historical fact, but silly satire. To Nicholas in any form-in juveniles 
heighten the satire and humorous ef- or periodicals or diaries-in the 
feet, Irving even used the comical period of Dutch rule, or straight 
pen-name of Diedrich Knickerbock- through the seventeenth and eigh
er as author. teenth centuries to the year 1773. 

In October 1954, prominent St. (Jones, Charles W. "Knickerbocker 
Nicholas historian, Charles W. Jones, Santa Claus." The New- York Histor
published an irrefutable dismantling ical Society Quarterly, October 
of the historical accuracy of Irving's 1954, Volume XXXVIII, Number 
Knickerbocker History in the presti- Four, p. 362.) 
gious The New-York Historical Soci- "Jones also adds insult to injury. 
ety Quarterly titled, "Knickerbocker The traditional tale that Santa Claus 
Santa Claus." Jones proved the early is the anglicized corruption of the 

1 
New Amsterdam Dutch were Refor- Dutch Sinter Klaas is also incorrect. 

i mation Dutch who believed the ven- Jones states, 'And, by the way, San
! eration of saints as evil heresy, espe- ta Claus is not a characteristically 
I cially St. Nicholas. Jones provided Dutch corruption. The place it has . 
I first-hand documents of the early survived from early times is Switzer-1 
1 Dutch that decrees "very severe" 1 land and southern Germany.' " 
1 laws prohibiting any celebration of (Jones, Charles W. "Knickerbocker 
i St. Nicholas. Jones added that "there Santa Claus." !d., p. 366) 
I is no record of anyone breaking such When examined with historical 
I laws." Jones's convincing analysis 

1 

facts, the oft-repeated history of San-

1 

should be carefully examined by ta is so full of gross errors it ranks 
, anyone researching the true origin of among history's greatest goofs. 
l ------~ 



24 BASHAN TIDINGS 4 15 OCT-DEC ;008l 
The final death-blow to the tradi- I The Christmas Almanack. New York: 

tional tale of Santa Claus is the be
lief that Santa Claus is actually the 
mystic Bishop St. Nicholas. We pre
viously established that no historical 
evidence exists collaborating the per
son of St. Nicholas, but ignoring that 
serious blunder for a few minutes, let 
us investigate the fable that Santa 
and St. Nicholas are the same. 

Random House, 2004, pp. 138, 141.) 
Another serious obstacle in the 

"St. Nicholas is Santa Claus" legend 
involves the date of December 25. 
The Feast and Visit of St. Nicholas is 
celebrated on December 6 (the fic
tional date of his death), not Decem
ber 25. Even today, St. Nicholas Day 
and Sinter Klaas are still celebrated 

The truth is, there exists no factu- I on December 6. The date of St. 
al connection from St. Nicholas to Nicholas Day has never been De
Santa Claus .... Every serious re
searcher into the origin of Santa 

1 Claus verifies this fact A few exam
ples, among hundreds, validates our 
ironclad case: 

"Years of research confirmed that 

cember 25 .... 
Despite the many times the Santa 

legend is told, the magical St. 
Nicholas to Santa Claus fairy-tale is 
simply untrue. 

initial doubt Santa Claus is an Amer- Where Did Santa Come From? 
icanization, all right, but not of a 
Catholic Saint. ... Despite a century Nearly all Santa researchers agree 
of repetition, this story is simply I that some traits of Santa was bar
untrue .... " (Siefker, Phyllis. Santa rowed from Norse [Scandinavian] 
Claus, Last of the Wild Men: The mythology. 
Origins and Evolution of Saint Encyclopedia Britannica de
Nicholas. Jefferson: McFarland & scribes the role of Nordic mytholo-
Company, Inc., 1997, pp. 5, 7.) i gy in the life of Santa: 

"Sinterklaas was adopted by the 
"Although the Dutch brought Sin- I country's English-speaking majority 

ta Claes [sic] with them to the New under the name Santa Claus, and his 
World in the seventeenth century, ' legend of a kindly old man was unit
Santa Claus was not born until the ed with old Nordic folktales of a rna
nineteenth century and was anAmer- gician who punished naughty chil
ican, not a Dutch, creation ... .IfNich- dren and rewarded good children 
olas, the ascetic bishop of fourth- with presents." ("Santa Claus" Ency
century Asia Minor, could see Santa clopedia Britannica 99.) 
Claus, he would not know who he ... 
was." (DelRe, Gerard and Patricia" Mythologist Helene Adeline 
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Guerber presents a very convincing 1 color red. 
case tracing Santa to the Norse god ! * Drove a chariot drawn by two ' 
Thor in Myths of Northern Lands: white goats called Cracker and 

"Thor was the god of the peasants Gnasher. 
and the common people. He was rep- * He was the Yule-god. (Yule is 
resented as an elderly man, jovial and Christmas time). 
friendly, of heavy build, with a long * He lived in the Northland 
white beard. His element was the (North Pole). 
fire, his color red. The rumble and * He was considered the cheerful 
roar of thunder were said to be and friendly god. 
caused by the rolling of his chariot, * He was benevolent to humans. 
for he alone among the gods never * The fireplace was especially sa-
rode on horseback but drove in a erect to him. 
chariot drawn by two white goats 
(called Cracker and Gnasher). He 
was fighting the giants of ice and 
snow, and thus became the Yule-god. 
He was said to live in the 'Northland' 
where he had his palace among ice
bergs. By our pagan forefathers he 
was considered as the cheerful and 
friendly god, never harming the hu
mans but rather helping and protect
ing them. The fireplace in every 
home was especially sacred to him, 
and he was said to come down 
through the chimney into his ele
ment, the fire." (Guerber, H.A. Myths 
of Northern Lands. New York: 

. American Book Company, 1895, p. 
61.) 

The unusual and common charac
teristics of Santa and Thor are too 
close to ignore. 

* An elderly man, jovial and 
friendly and of heavy build. 

* With a long white beard. 
* His element was the fire and his 

* He came down through the 
chimney into his element, the fire. 

Even today in Sweden, Thor rep
resents Santa Claus. The book, The 
Story of the Christmas Symbols, 
records: 

"Swedish children wait eagerly 
for Jultomten, a gnome whose sleigh 
is drawn by the Julbocker, the goats 
of the thunder god Thor. With his red 
suit and cap, and a bulging sack on 
his back, he looks much like the 
American Santa Claus." (Barth, Ed
na. Holly, Reindeer, and Colored 
Lights, The Story of the Christmas 
Symbols. New York: Clarion Books, 
1971, p. 49.) 

Thor [a god of the peasants and 
the poor] was probably history's 
most celebrated and worshipped pa
gan god. His widespread influence is 
particularly obvious in the fifth day 
of the week, which is named after 
him-Thursday (a.k.a. Thor's Day). 

It is ironic that Thor's symbol was 
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is also the sym- is recorded by H.R. Ellis Davidson 
of the carpenter-Santa in Scandinavian Mythology: "It was 

Claus. It is also worth mentioning Thor who in the last days of hea
that Thor's helpers were elves and thenism was regarded as the chief an
like Santa's elves, Thor's elves were tagonist of Christ." (Davidson, H.R. 
skilled craftsmen. It was the elves Ellis. Scandinavian Mythology. New 
who created Thor's magic hammer. York: Peter Bedrick Books, 1982, p. 

In the Handbook of Christian 133.) In case you are not aware, an 
Feasts and Customs, author Francis "antagonist" is an enemy, adversary, 
Weiser traces the origin of Santa to or replacement. 
Thor: "Behind the name Santa Claus 
actually stands the figure of the pa
gan Germanic god Thor." (Weiser, 
Francis X. Handbook of Christian 1 

Feasts and Customs. New York: Har-

Though His Name Changed, 
He Was Always There 

court, Brace & World, Inc., 1952, p. Some other well known titles giv-
113.) en to St. Nick's bizarre companion is 

After listing some of the common a demon, evil one, the devil, and Sa
attributes of Thor and Santa, Weiser I tan. One of his dark duties was to 
concludes: 1· punish children and "gleefully drag 

"Here, [Thor] then, is the true ori- them to hell." 
gin of our 'Santa Claus.' ... With the 
Christian saint whose name he still 
bears, however, this Santa Claus has [Editor] There are many other dis
really nothing to do." (Weiser, Fran- turbing documentaries about the im
cis X. Handbook of Christian Feasts poster Santa Claus, but we believe 
and Customs. New York: Harcourt, more than enough is given here for 
Brace & World, Inc., 1952, p. 1 everyone to understand the true ori-

Another interesting trait of Thor gin of Santa Claus. 0 

~ 

"KNOWLEDGE in general expands the mind., exalts the faculties, 
refines the taste of pleasure, and. opens innumerable sources of 
intellectual enjoyme:nt."-Robert Hall. YI 256 



FROM THE 

Jil :::&tier to $~ and fflater !!i)f.IJJ'idJm 
[M.J. Bingham] 

May 27, 1966 , can change your mind, that Davidi-
1 an-Jacob is to be harassed to the end 

Dear Brother, Sister Davidian: I by trouble-mountain (Zech. 4:7) in 
three stages-first by trouble from 

Are you among those blessed i Laban, second by trouble from his 
ones who, in obedience to God's own family (Leah and Rachel), and 
command and in faithful regard for third by trouble from J;':sau. 
their own souls, have diligently If you are a rooted and grounded 
sought to prove all things; hold fast Davidian-Jacobite, you know that 
that which is good" (1 Thess. 5:21)? the trouble from Laban is the trouble 
Then you are of those who have as- still pursuing us from the former 

· similated, not merely read, the ROD's Mrs. Houteff's and her Council's 
bound-up testimony contained in apostasy; that the trouble from 
The Association's publications over Rachel is the trouble still hotly pur
the past five years. suing us from the Warden apostasy; 

But are you absolutely certain- and that the trouble from Esau is the 
you dare not be uncertain-that you I trouble yet to come to us from the 
are this kind of a Davidian-Jacobite, , Denomination's apostasy. 
not merely a nominal one, as too You know that all the various 
many are? Only if you are rooted and ramifications of the Laban trouble, in 
r>roumJPn in the ROD's bound-up tes- the aggregate, constitute trouble
timony on Association, the sealing mountain in its ever-continuing first 
work of Isaiah 8:16 and 2TG 41:24, stage; that all the various ramifica
the Assyrian Confederacy, Bashan, tions of the Rachel trouble, in the ag
and the Jacob Typology, can you be gregate, develop trouble-mountain in 
thus certain. Then no amount of 1 its presently mounting second stage; 
sophistry, specious reasoning, sub- and that all the various ramifications 
tlety, and perversion can deflect your of the Esau trouble, in the aggregate, 
vision, trip you up, and cause you to climax trouble-mountain in its third 
fall, or lead you astray. You know the and final stage. 

know that you know it, and you The first is a force which is grad-
rejoice in it with all your heart. ually spending. The third is a force 

Moreover, you know, and no one yet primarily to come. The second, 

(18) 
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Rachel's progressive apostasy and and being taken in by H. G. Warden. 
trouble-making, is the cumulative The Executive Council was com
force now harassing The Associa- pelled to remove these three for ag
tion-God's embattled vanguard. gravated offences, and D. A. Adair 

As birds of a feather flock togeth- and A. U. Beck for corruptness in ad
er, so all oflike feather (like feelings, dition. Indeed, it was their corrupt
like notions, and like sympathies) ness which led to their dismissal and 
among Leah and Rachel Davidians apostasy. God help all of us in His 
are now, by the bound-up testimony Association to lay this tragedy well 
("the renewal of the straight testimo- I to heart, and beware lest some hid
ny of the True Witness"), being shak- den iniquity also be found in us and 
en into "deceptive harmony" (5T likewise lead us.into folly and apos-
10 1: 1) in the conglomerate Warden tasy. 
faction. It is understood that Rachel, in 

As the shaking now progressing adding to her apostasy, is amalga
through the renewal or binding-up of mating with not only the three from 
the testimony (7T 297:4, 5; 3T 361:3; The Association but also C. Helman 
Isa. 8:16; 2TG 41:24) shakes out the (and the few who were with him) to 
unstable and unsettled among "the deepen their "deceptive hannony." 
mixed multitude" of Leah, God is This is the unhallowed sort of de
thereby purging and strengthening velopment that Jacob will sadly see 
The Association. And as the enemy until he is secure in the Kingdom. 
draws them into "deceptive harmo- Never were truer predictions penned 
ny" with Rachel-the apostate War- than in the following oft-quoted pas
den group-he thereby further cor- sages: 
rupts and weakens them. Let God be " ... Since none of the wicked shall 
praised for shaking out from among understand in the day of the Lord, it 
us those who were never really with shows that the Truth will become 
us. He is truly "working out all things deeper and deeper until finally the 
well for His people." wicked will not be able to compre-

Ifyou have not already heard, you hend It. The point where they first 
will doubtless shortly be hearing, of lost out or became blinded, however, 
the most recent strengthening of was when they met their idol and re
Leah and corrupting and weakening fused to tear themselves from it. The 
of Rachel, by the bound-up testimo- things we love and esteem more than 
ny's shaking out D. A. Adair, A. U. God's Kingdom are our idols."

Mae Newsom, and 12Code 6&7: 16:0. 
l · I "I . I h muucmate y gomg over to t 1s very apparent, t 1en, t at 
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God's people will have much trouble he knows he has all along been stub
among themselves, on the way, and bornly fighting the Typology in the 
ahead. TROUBLE IS WHAT THEY dark! Think of it-he, a Davidian 
FACE. But God will take care of them teacher of long experience, seeking 
today as He did anciently."-12Code help from one not even in themes
S: 17: 1. sage! What pitiful insecurity in a pro-

" ... That which happened to fessed guide! Indeed, "how are the 
Jacob is sure to happen to us, and might fallen." 2 Sam. 10:19. 
how comforting to know all this But none who are securely an
ahead of time. Now, if never before, chored to the Spirit of Prophecy's 
we should see that where there is a bound-up testimony will be taken in 
type there is also an anti type, and that or troubled by anything these or any ' 

. where there is no type, there is no other enemies of God's Association 
· truth."-1 TG 47:15:0. and work send forth-and there will 

This new Davidian-iron-and-rniry- be an increasing plenty of it to test 
clay amalgam (The Warden-Helman- everyone to the utmost. 
Adair league), united in the "decep- In fighting God's Association and 
tive harmony" of union against the the Spirit of Prophecy's bound-up 

, ROD's bound-up testimony and God's testimony, these now amalgamated I 
; Association, is without Inspiration's in that "deceptive harmony" are ' 
· imperative guidance through the Isa- fighting the active, guiding voice of 
: iah 8:16 and 2TG 41:24 manifestation I the living Spirit of Prophecy. They 

oftheSpiritofProphecy. Thisprecar- I are the Korahs, Dathans, and Abi
iously formed group is now at work rams of the present. 
to send forth more misrepresentation "If you seek to turn aside the 
and fallacy to confuse and unsettle counsel of God to suit yourselves; if 
and catch all who can possibly be thus you lessen the confidence of God's 
affected and trapped. people in the testimonies [now the 

H. G. Warden and D. A. Adair binding up of the testimony] He has 
tried to persuade a newly interested sent them, you are rebelling against 
brother whom they thought had some i God as certainly as were Korah, 
material which would help them Dathan, and Abiram. You have their 
fight the bound-up testimony on the history. You know how stubborn 
Jacob Typology, to publish what he they were in their own opinions. 
had, but he wisely refused to do so! They decided that their judgment ' 
This desperate overture and solicita- I was bettec than that of Moses, and 
tion on the p~rt of Broth~r Warden I that Moses was doing .great ~njury to 

bet~ay~~~e gnmly IJ_ath~-~~~a-~~~~ Israel. Those who umted wah them 
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were so set in their opinions, that, 
notwithstanding the judgments of 
God in a marked manner destroyed 
the leaders and the p1inces, the next 
moming the survivors came to 
Moses and said, 'Ye have killed the 
people of the Lord.' We see what 
feaiful deception will come upon the 
human mind. HOW HARD IT IS TO 
CONVINCE SOULS THAT HAVE BE
COME IMBUED WITH A SPIRIT 
WHICH IS NOT OF GOD. As Christ's 
ambassador, I would say to you, Be 
careful what positions you take. This 
is God's work, and YOU MUST REN
DER TO HIM AN ACCOUNT FOR 
THE MANNER IN WHICH YOU 
TREAT HIS MESSAGE."-5T 66:2. 

"What voice will you [Davidian 
Brother, Sister] acknowledge as the 
voice of God? What power has the 
Lord in reserve to correct your er
rors, and show you your course as it 
is? What power to work in the 
church? If you refuse to believe un
til every shadow of uncertainty, and 
every possibility of doubt is re
moved, you will never believe. The 
doubt that demands perfect knowl
edge, will never yield to faith. Faith 
rests upon evidence, not demonstra
tion. The Lord requires us to obey the 
voice of duty, when there are other 
voices all around us urging us to pur
sue an opposite course. It requires 
earnest attention from us to distin
guish the voice which speaks for 
God. We must resist and conquer in-

21 OCT-DEC 2008 I 

dination, and obey the voice of con
science, without parleying or com
promise, lest its promptings cease, i 

and will and impulse control. The 
word of the Lord comes to us all who 
have not resisted his Spirit by deter
mining not to hear and obey. This 
voice is heard in warnings, in coun
sels, in reproof It is the Lord's mes
sage of light to His people. If we wait 
for louder calls, or better opportuni
ties, the light may be withdrawn, and 
we left in darkness."-Id. 68, 69. i 

"Perilous times are before us. I 
Every one who has a knowledge of I 
the truth should awake and place 
himself, body, soul, and spirit, under 
the discipline of God. The enemy is 
on our track. We must be wide-awake, 
on our guard against him. We must 
put on the whole armor of God. We 
must follow the directions given 
through the Spirit of Prophecy. We 
must love and obey the truth for this 1 

time. This will save us from accept
ing strong delusions."-8T 298: l. 

Like the so-called branch faction, 
... the root, ... [the six others at that 
time], and other Davidian fragments, 
the combined Rachel faction dis
regards the Spirit of Prophecy's "di
rections," its bound-up testimony, 
on Association, (2) on the sealing 
work of Isaiah 8: 16; 2TG 41 :24; (3) 
on Bashan, and (4) on the Jacob 
Typology. Thus believing and teach
ing "short" of "what is published" 
(4Ans. 63:4), they do not and cannot 
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"love and obey the truth for this ' and-strife-spreading counterfeits in 
time." Thus it is that they have fall- our midst ever can and will succeed 
en into the respective delusions they 
have accepted. 

The dominant strong delusion of 
the Rachel faction is their d1iving be
lief that they have the secret of suc-

either in finishing the revival and ref
ormation begun in 1930 or in resolv
ing the trouble among the house of 
Jacob. 

cessful revival and reformation. This And now may your integrity en
is their continual hue and cry. But in able the Lord to fulfill unto you the 
rejecting the Spirit of Prophecy's "di- , following sustaining assurance: 
rections" in its bound-up testimony · 1. " ... .if the heart of man is in liv
on the subject, they can never and ing connection with God, the voice 
will never refonn themselves or any- that cometh from above will be rec
one else. They will not accept Inspi- ognized."-CSW 27:0. 
ration's authoritative pronounce- 2. " ... Those that do the will of 
ment: God shall know of the doctrine 

" ... It is ... useless to agitate revi- whether it be of God, no decep-
vals arid reformations while one tion will cloud their minds .... "-Id. 
knows not what and how actually to 27, 28. 
revive or to reform. It is commend- . " ... Oh, that all our youth might 
able to hold up the standard, but it i appreciate the privilege that God has 
certainly is not in God's order for one 1 given! It is His will that you should 
to 'work up' something and to call it go to the source of all light, andre
revival and reformation. ! ceive the enlightenment of His Spir-

" ... Without the living Spirit of it (for this will be given to every 
Prophecy in our midst, there can be · humble seeker for truth), and then 
no success in any revival and refor- you will know that the Spirit and the 
mation, and .. . the sooner we know it Word agree, and know that you know 
the quicker we shall achieve our what is trutho What assurance this 
goal."- lTG 10:27:1,2. knowledge gives! You can then 

Only God's Association (with . speak with power, proclaiming what 
headquarters at [Bashan Hill, 20412 you have learned as truth, knowing 
Farm Road 1025, Exeter, Missouri]), that you have not followed cunning
has "the living Spirit of Prophecy" ly devisedfables."-Id. 33, 34. 
(I TG 10:27:2) binding up the "tes- Precisely such-"cunningly de
timony" (Isa. 8:16; 2TG 41:24). vised fables"-is the counterfeit 
Hence only God's Association, His Code which has gone forth from the 
vanguard, and not a one of the error- Rachel group (from H. G. Warden 
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and those joined with him in the " 'We are to unify, but not on a 
"deceptive harmony" of apostasy : platform of error !such as are the 
from the ROD's bound-up testimony platforms on which Warden, Roden, 
and in fierce opposition to it and to et al are calling for unification].'
God's Association), announcing a Mrs. E. G. White, Series B:2, p. 47. 
token two-day Session (what can be "Thus one may see that, 
accomplished by conglomerate ele- though our fervent desire is to fulfill 
ments in one day of religious meet- Christ's prayer for unity, we dare not 
ings followed by one day of business attempt to do so BY SACRIFICING 

meetings?), and calling for the unity TRUTH [as everyone of the Warden 
of now variously associated Davidi- . faction is doing], for then we would 
ans. Here, Brother, Sister, is the not be one with Christ, were we one 
devil's "siren" call. The wise will with all others."-4Ans. 73:2-5. 
tum deaf ears to it. For how "can two " ... Let us act as Christians, true 
walk together, except they be : as steel to God and His holy work; 
agreed?" Amos 3:3. ! quick to discern the devices of Satan 

"Besides,for what they are now . in his hidden, deceptive workings 
doing, they do not even lay claim to · through the children of disobedi
the command of Inspirational au- • ence."-TM 275, 276. 
thority. So not having the prophetic 
gift among them, the [Warden] group 
must be running without being sent. 

God stir you, sustain you, keep 
you, and use you. 

Sincerely yours to buy the truth and 
sell it not; to withstand all deceivers 

• in Davidia; and to spend and be spent 
for the love of God, His truth, and 
blood-bought souls, 

" 'If unity,' says the Spirit of 1 

Prophecy, in expressing the attitude 
of the early Christian church, 'could 
be secured only by the compromise 
of truth and righteousness, then let 
there be difference, and even war 

1 

[and here is exactly where we of ' 
God's true Association stand, regard
less of who likes it or not].' -GC 45. 

(Signed) 
' Mo J. Bingham 

~~~ 

"I have had many things in my hands," Martin Luther once 
said, "and I have lost them but whatever I have been able 
to place in God's [hands], I still possess."-YI 263. 



For the Young at Heart 

epA- Ba--k-1-5 aJJfi,tJ, CI'S#ak 
Part I 

[Taken from They Had a World to Win, pp. 42-49] 

T eenage Joe thor
oughly enjoyed 

the life of a sailor. He 

backwards. Fortunately 
his fall was broken 
when he struck a 

could watch ever- ' swinging rope, but he 
changing scenery: the was hurled out into 
whales, the porpois- the foaming sea. His 
es, and other marine heavy clothing se-
life. He could take his verely retarded his 
turn in the crow's nest, swimming. The captain 
or even at the wheel and sailor hurried to stem 
when under supervision. He and threw a rope to the 
dreamed of being a captain of his drowning boy. He was hauled 
own ship and sailing to SouthAmer- aboard completely exhausted. 
ica, Africa, or even China. Several Suddenly someone remembered 
weeks earlier he had signed as a the shark that had been swimming all 
cabin boy on the merchant ship Fan- day on the same side as Joe's fall. It I 
ny, bound for London with a cargo couldn't be spotted. When they 
of wheat. looked on the other side, there it was 

On the return voyage a shark fol- gliding serenely along. Badly shaken 
lowed alongside. One of the sailors by this hazardous experience, Joseph 
fastened a rope to a large piece of pondered his providential rescue and 
meat and let it trail in the water, hop- 1 felt that God had somehow spared 
ing that the shark would be enticed his life for a purpose he would later 
close enough to be harpooned, but understand. 
hour after hour the crafty creature 

1 

Joseph was fifth in a family of 
avoided the trap. four boys and three girls. Father 

Toward evening the captain or- I Bates had served as a soldier in the 
dered Joe to climb one of the masts Revolutionary War and, returning, 
and scan the horizon for some possi- settled in the seaport town of New 
ble vessel. Seeing nothing, he began Bedford, Massachusetts. He encour
his descent. When still about 50 feet aged his boys to become soldiers 
~bove deck he misstepped and fell ' also, but the daily allure of surging 

(24) 
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tides and sailing vessels left little in
terest to follow in their father's foot
steps. 

Joseph, not quite 15, elected to 
become cabin boy on a ship named 
Fanny. Dming the following months 
he made several voyages to Europe. 
Intrigued with the opportunity to vis
it a new country, in May 1809 he ac
cepted a job as deckhand on a ship 
bound for Archangel, Russia. Added 
to the usual dangers of sailing was an 
ongoing war between England and 
France. Both countries threatened to 
seize any ship that did not first call 
one of their ports before proceeding 
to its intended goal. American ships 
were in danger of being comman
deered and diverted to either France 
or England. For this reason the cap
tain sought a more northerly route to 
Russia. 

One evening, only a few days out 
of port, they found themselves sur
rounded by icebergs and fog. "Let's 
haul in the sails and wait here until 
daybreak," the crew urged, but the 
captain recklessly demanded they 
continue on through the night 

About midnight a frightened 
helmsman shouted, "Iceberg! Dead 
ahead!" There came a terrible crash. 
Joseph, pitched against a wall, lay 
stunned. When he came to, he could 

I hear the cries of fellow sailors beg-

~
ng God for mercy. The ship sus
ined a bad gash and was expected 
~~k any minute. For the second 
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time in his marine experience Joseph 
faced death, and thought seriously of 
his eternal future. 

The crew readjusted the sails and 
somehow freed the ship from the ice. 
By keeping the pumps going night 
and day, they were able to limp into 
the port of Shannon, Ireland. After 
two weeks in drydock for repairs, 
they were happily on their way again. 
But their rejoicing was shortlived. 
Two strange ships suddenly ap
peared. As they came nearer there 
was gunfire. Cannonballs from Dan
ish armed ships began splashing 
around them. To save his vessel from 
injury, the captain ordered the sails 
furled. Since Denmark was now 
under the control of Napoleon Bona
parte, the captain realized he had 
violated the law by putting into an 
English port. The two warships es
corted the American ship to Copen
hagen. 

But how could Joseph get back to 
the United States? After some time 
he and his companions were able to 
board a ship for Prussia, and from 
there they found passage to England. 
Yet they were still an ocean away 
from home. 

One afternoon as they walked the 
pier, they asked a Boston-bound cap
tain if he could use a couple deck
hands. "Sure," he replied. "Come 
back in the morning." 

But that evening while sitting in 
the boardinghouse they were startled 
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a loud pounding on the door . .A yet did he ask her, but down in their 
voice demanded, "Open in the hearts they knew they belonged to 
of the king!" Twelve soldiers each other. 

entered. They constituted a "press Back to sea Joseph went. He 
gang" looking for young men they agreed to sail as second mate on a 
could seize and force into the king's voyage to Germany. Late in October 
navy. Although Joseph and his com- they reached their destination, but a 
panion produced American identifi- sudden cold snap froze their ship in
cation, they were nevertheless hus- to the ice until spring. In 1816 Joseph 
tied away and guarded through the was named first mate on the brig Cri
night. terion. Nearly a year later he shipped 

The next morning they were out on another merchant vessel to 
marched to the dock and placed South America. Not long after his re
a board the Princess, a ship of the I tum he called on Prudence and asked 
Royal Navy. Here they found 60 oth- I her hand in marriage. 
er Americans illegally pressed into 1 'Til gladly marry you," she 
service by the English government. replied softly. "But tell me one thing. 

For the next five years they were Do you expect to spend the rest of 
shuttled from one ship to another, your life on the sea?'' 
each escape attempt foiled. When "Well, not exactly," answered 
America entered the War of 1812 Joseph. "It's a hard life, but I'm con
against Britain, one of the main is- vinced I can make a fortune. You'll 
sues was the impressment of Ameri- never suffer poverty." 
can seamen. Not until the contlict 1 "But just what do you mean by a 
was over were any of the prisoners fortune?" Prudence asked quietly. 
released. "I suppose around $10,000." 

On June 14, 1815, Joseph finally Prudence was satisfied when she 
reached New Bedford (now called learned Joseph planned to retire ear
Fairhaven), after an absence of six ly and possibly find other employ
years and three months. And what a ment he could enjoy. 
welcome he received! By special re- On February 15, 1818, they were 
quest his boyhood sweetheart Pru- married. Soon Joseph went back to 
dence Nye joined them for the the sea life he loved, this time on a 
evening. On into the night he detailed cargo ship to Germany. Delays at 
his travels and adventures. Tears various ports detained the crew be
flowed freely as he narrated the long yond their planned schedule. 
story of his sufferings. Near mid- they returned in November, 
night he walked Prudence home. Not winter storms battered their 
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Enormous waves and troughs made 
it unmanageable. Miraculously, the 
ship didn't overturn. 

The fury of the storm drove the 
disabled ship far off course. They 
gave up reaching New Bedford that 
winter and turned south toward the 
West Indies. When they finally 
reached their home shores Joseph re
marked that it had been the longest 
and most dangerous voyage in his 
whole life. 

It was now 1822. Captain Bates 
took command of the Chatsworth, 
South America-bound. It took him 
farther into the Southern Hemisphere 
than he had ever been before. Here 
the night skies differed greatly from 
the familiar northern skies. Deep be
came his interest in astronomy. On 
this trip Bates swore off alcohol and 
tobacco. Another habit he deter
mined to conquer was the sin of pro
fanity. 

"Well, what's this?" Captain 
Bates puzzled as he picked up a small 
new book from the trunk he had just 
opened. It was a copy of the New 
Testament. "This is something Pru
dence has packed for me to read. 
Well, all right." And he began his 
first study of the Scriptures. After his 
return to Fairhaven he joined the 
Christian Church through baptism by 
immersion. 

A year and a half passed before 
the captain returned to sea. By now 
he had nearly achieved his $10,000 
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goal. This would be his final trip on 
the Empress, in which he had half in
terest. He laid down stringent rules 
for his crew. There would be neither 
swearing on board nor intoxicating 
drinks. Every morning they would 
gather in the main cabin for a short 
worship. Although a few of the men 
grumbled, they recognized the wis
dom of his rules and respected them. 

At the port of St. Catherine they 
were able to sell their entire cargo 
and reload with fresh farina and rice. 
As Joseph was preparing to sail on to 
Rio de Janeiro, eight Brazilian gen
tlemen made him an offer of $50 
each for passage. With favorable 
winds the ship made a fast voyage. 

Suddenly a strange craft was seen 
approaching, propelled not only by 
sails but by numerous oarsmen. It 
was dearly a pirate ship. The anxious 
Brazilian merchants began running 
to and fro in great agitation, looking 
for some safe place to conceal their 
small wealth. As they hurried through 
the galley, the cook pointed to a huge I 
kettle of bubbling stew. "Quick! In · 
there!" he pointed. Down went all 
their gold coins safely to the bottom. 

The pirates climbed aboard, ran
sacked the ship, and carried off cloth
ing, watches, and other valuables. 
But nowhere could they locate any 
money. After the looters had left, the 
stew was eaten and everyone's mon
ey recovered. 

In only a few weeks the last voy-
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age of the Empress was over. Joseph 
was home for good, his life at sea fin
ished. His interests turned to civic 
and community betterment. He ener
getically promoted a temperance 
movement.and campaigned against 
alcohol. He also joined the Anti
Slavery Society. 

Joseph's interest in astronomy 
quickened when during the night of 
November 13, 1833, the bedroom lit 
up almost as bright as day. He hur
ried to the window to witness a me
teoric shower like he had never seen 
before. 

"Prudence! Isn't it a beauty!" he 
exclaimed as she joined him at the 
window. 

"But what do you suppose it 
means, Joseph?" 

"Well, in Matthew 24, Jesus pre
dicted this very thing as a sign of His 
coming." 

Under the blazing outdoor sky 
people were shouting, "The world's 
on fire!" Many were down on their 
knees begging for mercy. 

In a few short years the Bates 
family's study of religion would take 
priority over all other interests. In 
1839, at the invitation of a friend, 
Joseph and his wife attended five lec
tures on the second coming of Christ 
held in the North Christian Church 
of New Bedford. Thoroughly im
pressed, Bates purchased and de-

voured a copy of William Miller's 19 
lectures. "What can I do to get this 
wonderful truth to others?" he asked 
himself. 

Journeying to Boston, he looked 
up his old friend Joshua Himes. They 
had grown up together. Himes an
nounced that he had just begun pub
lishing a paper, Signs of the Times. 
"This is a paper I must have," Bates 
remarked as he handed Himes a lib
eral donation. "If this world is going 
to last only three or four years, we 
have no time to lose." 

Although Captain Bates had re
tired from the sea, he still brought in 
additional income. He ran a silk
worm business, superintended the re
building of the main bridge into New 
Bedford, and began work-study 
schools for boys in buildings on his 
own property. His financial worth 
reached $14,000 (approximately 
$200,000 by today's values). 

But where should he begin to 
spread the message of the blessed 
hope? He chose schoolhouses in sur
rounding towns. Then he thought of 
the South. He would pioneer the 
warning to slaveholders and their 
slaves. He teamed with his black
smith friend H. S. Gurney. Bates 
would preach and Gurney would 
sing. 

(To be continued.) 

-~~ 



Health Wave 
TEMPERANCE IN ALL THINGS 

[Child Guidance, pp. 394-400] 

T emperance Is a Principle of I must suffer the consequences. 
the Religious Life.-Temper- It Has a Wonderful Power.-The 

ance in all things of this life is to be observance of temperance and regu
taught and practiced. Temperance in larity in all things has a wonderful 
eating, drinking, sleeping, and dress- power. It will do more than circum
ing is one of the grand principles of stances or natural endowments in 
the religious life. Truth brought into promoting that sweetness and serene 
the sanctuary of the soul will guide ity of disposition which count so 
in the treatment of the body. Nothing much in smoothing life's pathway. At 
that concerns the health of the human the same time the power of self-con
agent is to be regarded with indiffer- trol thus acquired will be found one 
ence. Our eternal welfare depends of the most valuable of equipments 
upon the use we make during this life for grappling successfully with the 
of our time, strength, and influence. stern duties and realities that await 

Only one lease of life is granted every human being. 
us here; and the inquiry with every- An Aid to Clear Thinking.-Every 
one should be, How can I invest my day men in positions of trust have de
life that it may yield the greatest cisions to make upon which depend 
profit? results of great importance. Often 

Our first duty toward God and our they have to think rapidly, and this 
fellow beings is that of self-develop- can be done successfully by those 
ment. Every faculty with which the only who practice strict temperance. 
Creator has endowed us should be The mind strengthens under the cor
cultivated to the highest degree of rect treatment of the physical and 
perfection, that we may be able to do I mental powers. If the strain is not too 
the greatest amount of good of which great, new vigor comes with every 
we are capable. Hence that time is taxation. 
spent to good account which is Temperate Habits Yield Rich Re
directed to the establishment and wards.-The rising generation are 
preservation of sound physical and surrounded with allurements calcu
mental health. We cannot afford to lated to tempt the appetite. Especial
dwarf or cripple a single function of ly in our large cities, every form of 
mind or body by overwork or by indulgence is made easy and invit
abuse of any part of the living rna- ing. Those who, like Daniel, refuse 
chinery. As surely as we do this, we to defile themselves will reap there-

(29) 



1
----------------------------- ~ 

24 BASHAN TIDINGS 4 30 OCT-DEC 2008 
-------------~-----~- -

I ward of their temperate habits. With a species of intoxication; and those 
their greater physical stamina and in- who indulge in it, like the drunkard, 
creased power of endurance, they wander from safe paths and stumble 
have a bank of deposit upon which · and fall in the darkness. The Lord 
to draw in case of emergency. would have every student bear in 

Right physical habits promote mind that the eye must be kept sin
mental superiority. Intellectual pow- gle to the glory of God. He is not to 
er, physical strength, and longevity exhaust and waste his physical and 
depend upon immutable laws. There mental powers in seeking to acquire 

' is no happen-so, no chance, about all possible knowledge of the sci
this matter. Nature's God will not in- ences, but is to preserve the freshness 
terfere to preserve men from the con- and vigor of all his powers to engage 
sequences of violating nature's laws. in the work which the Lord has ap
For Perfect Health Be Temperate pointed him in helping souls to find 

, in AU Things._:_ In order to preserve the path of righteousness. 
I health, temperance in all things is In Work.-We should practice tern

necessary .... Our heavenly Father perance in ourlabor. It is not our duty , 
sent the light of health reform to to place ourselves where we shall be 

- guard against the evils resulting from overworked. Some may at times be 

I a debased appetite, that those who placed where this is necessary, but it 
love purity and holiness may know should be the exception, not the rule. 
how to use with discretion the good We are to practice temperance in all 
things He has provided for them, and things. If we honor the Lord by act
that by exercising temperance in ing our part, He will on His part pre
daily life, they may be sanctified serve our health. We should have a 
through the truth. sensible control of all our organs. By . 
Temperance Precedes Sandifica~ practicing temperance in eating, in 
tion.-God's people are to learn the drinking, in dressing, in labor, and in 
meaning of temperance in all things. all things, we can do for ourselves 
... All self-indulgence is to be cut what no physician can do for us. 
away from their lives. Before they As a rule, the labor of the day 
can really understand the meaning of should not be prolonged into the 
true sanctification and of conformity evening ... J have been shown that 
to the will of Christ, they must, by those who do this often lose much 
co-operating with God, obtain the more than they gain, for their ener
rnastery over wrong habits and prac- gies are exhausted, and they labor on 
tices. I nervous excitement. They may not 
I_n Study.-Intemperan_ ce in study is realize any immediate injury, but 1 
--- . .. 
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I they are surely undermining their against its grace and natural beauty. 
, constitution. In Eating.-True temperance teach-

1 

Those who make great exertions es us to dispense entirely with every
to accomplish just so much work in thing hurtful, and to usejudiciously 

I a given time, and continue to labor that which is healthful. There are few 
when their judgment tells them they who realize as they should how much 
should rest, are never gainers. They their habits of diet have to do with 
are living on borrowed capital. They their health, their character, their use
are expending the vital force which fulness in this world, and their eter
they will need at a future time. And naJ destiny. The appetite should ever 
when the energy they have so reck- be in subjection to the moral and in
lessly used is demanded, they fail for tellectual powers. The body should 
want of it. The physical strength is be servant to the mind, and not the 
gone, the mental powers fail. They 1 mind to the body. 
realize that they have met with a loss, Those who eat and work intern
but do not know what it is. Their time perately and irrationally, talk and act 

I of need has come, but their physical irrationally. It is not necessary to 
resources are exhausted. Everyone 

1 
drink alcoholic liquors in order to be 

who violates the laws of health must 1 intemperate. The sin of intemperate 
sometime be a sufferer to a greater or eating-eating too frequently, too 
less degree. God has provided us much, and of rich, unwholesome 
with constitutional force, which will food--destroys the healthy action of 
be needed at different periods of our the digestive organs, affects the 
lives. If we recklessly exhaust this brain, and perverts the judgment, 
force by continual overtaxation, we preventing rational, calm, healthy 

I 
shall sometime be the losers. thinking and acting. 

, In Dressing.-In all respects the Carry Temperance Into AU Details 
dress should be healthful. "Above all of Home Lifeo-We urge .that the 
things," God desires us to "be in principles of temperance be carried 
health"-health of body and of soul. into all the details of home life; that 
And we are to be workers together the example of parents should be a 
with Him for the health of both soul lesson of temperance; that self-denial 
and body. Both are promoted by and self-control should be taught to 
healthful dress. the children and enforced upon them, 

It should have the grace, the beau- so far as consistent, from babyhood. 
ty, the appropriateness of natural In the family circle and in the 
simplicity. Christ has warned us church we should place Christian 
against the pride of life, but not temperance on an elevated platfmm. 
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It should be a living, working ele-~ which injures the digestive organs. 
ment, reforming habits, dispositions, They will not spoil the property of 
and characters. 1 God by indulging improper habits of 
Special Care Not to Overeat.-In eating, drinking, or dressing. They 
nine cases out of ten there is more will take great care of the human 
danger of eating too much than too machinery, realizing that they must 
little .... There are many sick who suf- do this in order to work in copartner
fer from no disease. The cause of ship with God. He wills that they 
their sickness is indulgence of ap- shall be healthy, happy, and useful. 
petite. They think that if the food is But in order for them to be this, they 
healthful, they may eat as much as must place their wills on the side of 
they please. This is a great mistake. His will. 
Persons whose powers are debilitat- Intemperance Causes Most of 
ed should eat a moderate and even Life's ms.-Intemperance is at the 
limited amount offood. The system foundation of the larger share of the 
will then be enabled to do its work ills of life. It annually destroys tens 
easily and well, and a great deal of of thousands. We do not speak of in
suffering will be saved. temperance as limited only to the use 
Do Not Deny God by One Ad of of intoxicating liquors, but give it a 
Intemperance.-We have been broader meaning, including the hurt
bought with a price; therefore we are ful indulgence of any appetite or pas
to glorify God in our body and in our sion. 
spirit, which are His, We are not to Through intemperance some sac-
deny Him by one act of intemper- rifice one half, and others two thirds I 
ance, because the only-begotten Son of their physical, mental, and moral ' 
of God has purchased us at an infi- powers and become playthings for 
nite cost, even the sacrifice of His the enemy. 
life. He did not die for us in order that Excessive Indulgence Is Sin.-Ex
we might become slaves to evil cessive indulgence in eating, drink· 
habits, but that we might become the ing, sleeping, or seeing is sin. The 
sons and daughters of God, serving harmonious healthy action of all the I 
Him with every power of the being. powers of body and mind results in 

Those who have a constant real·· happiness; and the more elevated and 
ization that they stand in this relation refined the powers, the more pure 
to God will not place in the stomach and unalloyed the happiness. 0 
food which pleases the appetite, but 

~>--0-<~ 



Beautiful Thoughts, 
Reflecting So Much of What the 
Prayer Life Is to Be for AU of Us 

All my adult life I have been a 

LETTERS 

now shown me how to take hold of 
His promises by prayer. Sister White 
talks of staying on our lmees until we 
feel "unutterable longings for salva
tion." I feared that I would be there 

"Hunchback of Notre Dame" Chris- for days before that happened! One 
tian, hiding my light under a bushel day, I reasoned that I can study for 
because I was ugly and deformed in three hours, cook for three hours, or 

I 
character. I didn't understand that the go shopping for three hours, but I've 
promises of God were for me-that never dedicated that much time to 
I can, and must, claim them while I prayer. I determined to spend three 
am in my sins. There is no way to hours on my knees before God. My 
clean up before receiving God's prayer wasn't inspirational utter
grace, because He is the Cleanser and ances, nor did I feel particularly holy. 
the only one who can change the I stated my petitions, but was quiet a 
heart. I have Sister __ to thank for 1 lot, and I felt that my prayer was in
her consistent patience in reminding adequate. Afterward, I didn't feel let 
me day after day, month after month, down, but I thought nothing special 
since we met at the seminar, that I had happened, nothing changed. But, 

1 must stop focusing on my hunched, in the next two weeks, I saw big 
1 wart-ridden, deformed nature and changes in my life and in my heart I 

look to Christ and live. received something I had been wait-
I just read this morning, "We need ing for for over a year, I had work al

now to pray as we have never prayed most everyday where the two weeks 
before. We are living in the great day prior there was almost no work, and 
of atonement, and we are to confess my attitude of thanksgiving was 
our sins, and make diligent work for much increased! I used to think that 
repentance" (TDG 336). God has prayer was what you said to God. 

(33) 
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Now I know it is, more importantly, often been five minutes of prayer and 
the time you spend before God. I a half hour of study, might be better 
have broken the five minute prayer spent the other way around, with half 
habit and my prayers have become an hour of prayer and five minutes of 
more intimate, more focused, with study. But, during the lesson on the 
more pleading to God to bring me in- wedding garment (what a blessing 
to His will. An hour or half hour with those seminar tapes have been to 
God can go by so quickly, I hate to listen to over and over and over), 
stop. I am thankful that He teaches Brother Lloyd asks, "What is the bet
us everything we need to know. And ter part of study?" I remember initial
He has given me· time to pray, too. ly waiting for the answer, because I 
Best of all, I am finally learning to did not know what he meant. The an
trust Him in everything! Praise God! swer was prayer. I'm beginning to 

And the [listings] are coming in. understand that, truly, the better part 
Three this month! The last one was of study is the prayer and worship 
truly a miracle, which really built my that prepares our hearts to receive 
faith! Him and not just the words on paper. 

God's hand upon my work and Not that I don't love to study, but 
my continual desire to praise Him when I fail to keep a Christlike de
throughout the day has given me the portment throughout the day, I don't 
assurance that I am His child. For the think, I did not study enough, I think, 
first time in my life, I understand "I didn't get enough grace this morn
what He means when He says His ing." The book Prayer by EGW says, 
yoke is easy and His burden light, be- "Those who have professed to love 
cause the worry, fear, and negativity Christ have not comprehended ... 
is gone. I can rest in His arms! He has what a great privilege and necessity 
lifted my burdens and given me true are prayer, repentance, and doing the 
Christian joy to know how wonder- words of Christ" (page 10). I am so 
ful and faithful He is! I am thankful thankful that the Lord is keeping me. 
and excited to share what He is do- He really is keeping me! I haven't 
ing for me! Finally, Christ has be- been this happy since before my old
come my personal Savior. This est died (age eight) in 1980. My hope 
Hunchback is going to be a swan includes seeing him again, now that 
some day! I long to rest in that heav- time is so short. 
enly river that flows from the throne, I'm glad to have my printer again. 
safe at last from sin. I Forgive me if I am preaching and 

Some have protested when I say long winded at that I thank God 
that my morning worship, which has everyday and want to talk about His 
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goodness! We are all trying to over
come our stupor and selfishness to 
remember to pray often for all the 
hands at Bashan that are holding up 
the work there. We are thankful and 
grateful for your work and the word 
that comes to us from the hill. Praise 
the Lord; He knows what He is do
ing, even when we don't. (Northwest 
U.S.) 

. Pressing the Battle to the Gate 

I Please pray for our group here in 
Alabama and for me. The church 
here is on the warpath, especially as 
the members attend the meetings. 
(Alabama) 

Wants to Know About Bashan 

In a recent visit to Washington 
there was a study given by·---· 
The study was based on Zechariah 4 
and Matthew 20. The study was very 
good. In it ___ brought out the 
thought on Carmel, Bashan, and 
Gilead. Carmel I knew, but am not 
acquainted with Bashan, only what 
Waco and Salem teaches. Well, I 
want to know more of the history and 
read your literature. I have read the 
Davidian testimony by Don Adair, 
but I have never read Brother Bing
ham's. Whatever material you are 
able to provide I will be thankful. 

A brother from Chicago told me 
ask you for a Heresy tract. 

35 OCT-DEC 2008 ! 

I 
I thank you and may the Lord be 

with you. (Idaho) 

"Save Postal Cost!" 

Save postal cost! Kindly delete 
my name from your mailing list 
Thank you. (Washington) 

"Bubblting Over of Thanksgiving" 

Hope all is well with you and that 
you had a pleasant and bountiful 
Thanksgiving. I am taking this op
portunity to thank you for your hos
pitality on my last visit. I am so 
thankful and appreciative of the 
Lord's blessings through your hands. 
My visits are always a blessing, both 
spiritually and physically. I am al
ways so honored and privileged for 
the chance to help out in the work of 
building up headquarters and doing 
what I can to further the cause of God 
and advance His truth. If it appeared 
that I was not my nonnal self, it was 
because I was a little under the 
weather and on medication, which 
left me a little out of sorts, but in my 
heart was gladness and joy. No out
ward words or expression could have 
superceded the bubbling over of 
thanksgiving, praise, and rejoicing 
I felt inside to be on God's holy hill 
once again and to see my fellow 
brothers and sisters in truth. 

I really enjoyed my stay and had 
fun at the "Camp-in." Thanks to all 
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who put the occasion together. I was j calling. Also, she said to call the 
glad to learn a little about the opera- 1 Conference office and have them 
tion of and a chance to work in the send me one, but you must be hold
Print Shop. I am thankful for the op- ing an office in the church. She well 
portunity to help lighten the burden knew this was a nice way to brush me 
off some of the brethren with the du- off. The Lord knows how to remove 
ties that were assigned to me. Praise boulders out of your way. Amen. 
the Lord! I am thankful for the things (Georgia) 
learned from the studying of Tract 1, 
and about words and action, pa- "Please Put Us On" 
tience, and temperance. 

My prayer for you and all who are Will you please put us on your 
of the household of faith is that the mailing list? Thank you. (Tennessee) 
Lord will continue to bless us in all 
our efforts to gather His elect from "This Is Ludicrous!" 
the cities, villages, holes, and rocks, 
wherever they may be found. May Please, do not send me anymore 
the Lord of glory give unto us and fill of your literature! My prayer is that 
us, as we desire it, with the spirit of you will see the truth. This is ludi
wisdom and spiritual understanding crous! Not biblical!!! Fables! You are 
and the revelation in the knowledge a false teacher. May God have mer-

, of Him and His will, in whom are hid i cy on you! (Texas) 
all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. (Eph. 1:17, CoL 1 :9; 2: 
3.) May your souls be blessed. Peace 
and blessings to all of yon (Mary
land) 

"The Lord Knows How to 
Remove Boulders" 

"Trying to Make Some Headway" 

There are many former Waco be-
lievers here, and through ___ , I 
am trying to make some headway 
with them. From what I am being 
told, there is some anger amongst the ; 

1 Waco brethren. I am on the outside I 
To God be the glory! I have some- trying to get my foot in the door. 

what ran into a brick wall with the The literature I've requested is for 
NIG campaign. The churches in my a Colombian sister with whom 
area are very family-run. I had one and I have had studies, and she is ; 
clerk inform me that she would not studying with eight (8) of her fellow I 
give me a directory because I may be Adventist countrymen. This will be 
calling people that I have no business a great help to her. My prayers are 
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ever for you and the work. (Arizona) 

Doing Their Best to Share 
the Truth 

I received the Frontline you sent. 
Thank you for it, and I will follow 
through as you asked me. 

I wanted to let you know about the 
studies this past Sabbath. We studied 
at the Spanish sister's house, and she 
invited two ladies. There were four
teen (14) in attendance, including the 
children. The study lasted one and a 
half hours. 

Sister ___ was going to come 
but at the last minute she had to give 
a study to a couple, so she was un
able to come. (California) 

Glad for the Literature 

Thank you for sending the two (2) 
tracts. 

Please put me on your mailing 
list. (California) 

Do Not Send. Your Interpretation 
Isn't As I Believe 

Please do not send me any more 
of your literature! I do not read it as 
your interpretation of Scripture isn't 
as I believe Scripture identifies the 
symbols. 

Thank you for your concern. I'm 
sure you are honest in what you be
lieve to be truth. (Oregon) 

Looking Forward to Next Visit 

We enjoyed our visit and we are 
already planning and looking for
ward to our next visit. Thank you for 
everything. (Alabama) 

Regional Meetings "Always 
Refresh My Mind" 

I must thank God for giving [Sis
ter Bingham] strength and traveling 
mercies to come to the West Indies. 
It is always a pleasure having [her] 
here in Barbados. [Her] visits always 
refresh my mind and draw me closer 
to God. One. of the things that stands 
out in my mind was the study on the 
subject of the Mechanics of Consti
tutional order. I thank God for the 
Rod, as it comes from Bashan. 1 

I am saddened to hear of Sister 
Brenda's sickness, but I am thankful 
it was not that serious. 

I am also thankful [Sister Bing
ham] made it back to the Hill safe 
and in good spirits. (Brother Winston 
Pinder, Barbados) 

"Thankful for This Certificate" 

Thank you very much for the Fel-
. lowship Letter and more especially 
for the Certificate of Fellowship. To 
God be the glory, great things He 
hath done and is still doing. I will 
share the Rod message more, no mat
ter what people say. I am so thankful 
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for this Certificate and it is so won- grace I know that He is well able to 
derful to know that I can see myself finish the good work He has started. 
as a real Davidian. Thank you for The studies have now been regular
your patience with me. Thank you ized. 
also for placing our names on the The last study we held, Sister 
prayer list. God bless you all, I love __ (a new sister) invited an SDA 
you. brother who seems to be an intense 

I was happy about the Certificate, reader of Sister White's writings. 
but sad about Sister Brenda. I know Brother __ also invited a brother. 
that God answers prayers as my son We studied Matthew 20, and at the 
is doing better now, and I know that end of the study both men were very 
He will take care of her, everyone on much interested and expressed grati
His Holy Hill, and all the sick in the tude for the study. [One of the visi
field. (Holland) tors] stated that he is going to be 

inviting some of his SDA friends to 
"Need to Pare Down I the next study to hear the message. 

Paper Clutter" The work on the western side of 
the island, by God's grace, has a lot 

Thank you for your trouble in [ of potential (great harvest field), and 
sending literature to me. But please I am going to do all in my power with 
~take me off your mailing list God's help to push the work there. 

I am thinking of moving, anyway, In ___ , the leaders at Brother 
and I need to pare down on paper ___ 's church are now hopping 
clutter. mad because they have found out 

Please have a nice day. By the that the message is quietly spreading 
way, if you forget, I will just throw it throughout the church without their 
away! (Save your postage and the en- knowledge, Brother ___ quietly 
vironment.) (California) went there and shared the message 

with Brother ___ and then left 
"The Work of the Lm·d him to share the message in his 

Is Ongoing" church. As a result, Brother __ _ 
has accepted the message and the 

The work of the Lord is ongoing pastor and elders are by no means 
in the Montego Bay, Trelawney, and happy; in fact, they are mad. (Ja
Hanover areas. The new folks are maica) 0 

to the studies and by God's 



!REFLECTIVE THOUGHTS ON THE OLD YEAR I 
I • I 
I [E. G. White] 

I "J wish you a h~pp~ new year. The eye si~~le to the ~l~ry of God? Op-
1 old year wlth Jts burden of portumtles and pnvdeges have been 
1 record has passed into eternity. Now granted you; what use have you 
II let every thought, every feeling be made of these gifts entrusted to you 
. that of remembrance of God's love. by our Heavenly Father? Have you 
I Let us gather up one token after an- made yourself a blessing to those 

I 
other .... "-UL 15:2. , around you? Have you done what 

"Soon the old year, with its bur- I you could to make them happy and 
den of record, will have passed into win them to Christ? 
eternity, and the new year will have "We are now entering upon a new 
begun. Let us gather up the treasures year, and may it prove a beginning of 
of the past year, and carry with us in- years to us. If in the old year we have 
to the new year the remembrance of made failures, let us commence the 
God's goodness and mercy. Let us new by rectifying these errors as far 
brighten the future by the thought of as we can. If the old year has borne 
past blessings."-TDG 358:1. into eternity a spotted record of op-

"Let the remnant of this year be portunities neglected and privileges 
improved in destroying every fiber slighted, let us see that that of the 
of the root of bitterness, burying new year is free from these blemish
them in the grave with the old year. 1 es. Its days are all before us; let us 
Begin the new year with more tender I begin now to make the history of 
regard, with deeper love, for every 1 each as it passes, such as we shall not 
member of the Lord's family. Press tremble to meet in the judgment. Let 
together. 'United, we stand; divided, us fill each one full of loving, help
we fall.' Take a higher, nobler stand 1 ful work for others. Let us develop 
than you ever have before."-OHC all our powers, and make of our-
370:5. selves all that God designed that we 

"God has not placed you in the should."-AUCR, January 5, 1914, 
world to lead an aimless life. He de- pars. 3, 6. 
signs that you should be useful, and "Will not our brethren make dili
reach a high standard of moral excel- gent efforts to correct this slack, hap
Jence. To each one some work is giv- hazard way of doing business? The 

During. the old year have you per- old year is fast passing; it is nearly 
your appointed tasks with gone. Make the most of the few days 

and fidelity, having an remaining. 

(39) 



24 BASHAN TIDINGS 4 

"The old year is in its death strug
gle; let all wrath, malice, and bitter
ness die with it. Through hearty con
fession, let your sins go beforehand 
to judgment. Devote the remaining 
moments of the swift passing year to 
humiliation of self rather than trying 
to humiliate your brethren. With the 
new year, commence the work of lift
ing them up-commence it even in 
the waning moments of the old year. 
Go to work anew, brethren and 
sisters-go to work earnestly, un
selfishly, lovingly, striving to lift up 
the hands that hang down, to 
strengthen the feeble knees, remove 
the heavy burdens from every souL 
Let the oppressed go free, and break 
ever<; yoke. Bring to your homes the 
poor that are cast out. 'Then shall thy 
light break forth as the morning, and 
thine health shall spring forth speed
ily; and thy righteousness shall go 
before thee; the glory of the Lord 
shall be thy rereward. Then shalt 
thou call, and the Lord shall answer; 
thou shalt cry, and the Lord shall say, 
Here I am. If thou take away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, and speaking van
ity; and if thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted 
soul; then shall thy light rise in ob
scurity, and thy darkness be as the 
noon-day: and the Lord shall guide 
thee continually, and satisfy thy soul 
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in drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou shalt be like a watered gar
den, and like a spring of water, whose 
waters fail not.' 

"Try it in every church. Have spe
cial meetings when you can-meet
ings of humiliation, of afflicting the 
soul-meetings where the rubbish 
shall be cleared away from the door 
of the heart, that the blessed Saviour 
may enter. What a wonderful time 
the dying of the old year and the birth 
of the new might be! If we individu
ally try to do what we can on our part, 
God is faithful that hath promised, 
and he will fulfill on his part abun
dantly more than you can ask or even 
think. Let no more moments be wast
ed. Let us now arise, and make 
earnest efforts to cherish the subdu
ing love of Jesus. We need to be 
melted over, that the dross may be 
removed. We need to learn in 
Chdst's school meekness and lowli
ness of heart, drawing closer and 
closer to Jesus."-RH, December 
16, 1884, pars. 3, 11, 14. 

"Need of Consecration--Dear 
brethren in the ministry: The old 
year, 1887 [now 2008], is nearly 
closed, and 1888 [2009] is about to 
be ushered in. What advancement 
have we made in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ during the past year? 
Have we, as individual workers to
gether with God, with deep earnest-
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ness reviewed the life of the past God?' And the answer comes, 'Ye 
year? Have we thoughtfully, solemn- have robbed me. But ye say, Where-

and prayerfully taken in the situ- in have we robbed thee?-In tithes 
ation as to our relation to God and to and offerings, Ye are cursed with a 
His work? As ambassadors for Christ curse; for ye have robbed me, even 
shall we at this critical period of the this whole nation.' Wonderful state
history of the church, when the na- ment, and how true! Shall we hum- : 
tions of the world are almost univer- ble our souls before God, and con- : 
sally wavering between infidelity fess our sin in robbing him? Shall we 
and idolatry, consider the signs of the be zealous and repent? Shall we re
times? Shall we hear the voice of deem the failures of the past? 'Bring ' 
God through His Word, giving warn- ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
ings and appeals and commands; that there may be meat in mine 
calling us to a new contest by a new house, and prove me now herewith, 
and more thorough consecration of saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
ourselves, of all our entrusted capa- open you the windows of heaven, 
bilities and powers? My brethren and and pour you out a blessing that there 
sisters who are engaged in the shall not be room enough to receive 
solemn work of being the mouth- it.' Shall we obey God, and bring in ; 
piece of God, be sure that the treas- all our tithes and offerings, that there · 
ure house of the heart is pure and may be meat to supply the demands ! 

holy."-19 MR 318:1. of souls hungering for the bread of 
"Will my brethren now arouse to life? God invites you to prove Him 

do their work? The signs reveal to us now, as the old year draws to its 
that 'the night cometh, in which no close, and let the new year find us ! 

man can work.' The time is coming with God's treasuries replenished. 
in which you can neither buy nor sell. Let us literally prove the Lord, by 
That will be a serious time for the bringing all the tithes and offerings 
people of God. Now you can sell and into His storehouse, and let us repent 
give alms. Now you can send your of our robbery toward Him. He tells 
treasure before you into heaven, and us that He will open the windows of 
God calls for your means to advance Heaven, and pour us out a blessing, 
his cause. Let this Christmas-time that there shall not be room enough 
and the entering in of a new year tes- to receive it. He pledges his word, 'I 
tify to the zeal of God's people. will rebuke the devourer for your 
There has been a withholding from [ sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
God of tithes and offerings. The i fruits of your ground; neither shall 

is asked, 'Will a man rob 1 your vine cast her fruit before the 
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time in the field saith the Lord of the tithes and at the same time is 
hosts.' Thus His word is our assur- fighting rather than accepting and 
ance that He will so bless us that we promulgating His message for to
shall have still larger tithes and offer- day-the Judgment for the Living. 
ings to bestow. 'Return unto Me, and His money is used to cheat His peo
I will return unto you, saith the Lord ple from His Truth instead of en
of hosts.' "-RH, December 18, lightening them with It-keeping 
1888, par. 19. His people in darkness and decep-

And from the Rod of God: tion, even barring them from inves-
Mal. 3:6-9: " 'For I am the Lord, tigating the message of the hour for 

I change not; therefore ye sons of Ja- themselves. What a charge! 
cob are not consumed. Even from the "Here is what God would have the 
days of your fathers ye are gone laity do: 'Bring ye all the tithes into 
away from Mine ordinances, and the storehouse, that there may be 
have not kept them. Return unto Me, meat in Mine house, and prove Me 
and l will return unto you, saith the now herewith, saith the Lord of 
Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein hosts, if I will not open you the win
shall we return? Will a man rob God? dows of Heaven, and pour you out a 
Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, blessing, that there shall not be room 
Wherein have we robbed Thee? In enough to receive it.' Mal. 3:10. 
tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed "Where is one to look for God's 
with a curse: for ye have robbed Me, storehouse?-wherever God's Truth 
even this whole nation.' is for today, from wherever 'meat in 

"These verses do not blame the due season' is dispensed. 
1 individual members of the church "The statement, 'Bring ye all the 
I for robbing the Lord, but the whole tithes into the storehouse,' implies 

denomination, the 'whole nation.' that some are already bringing into 
Moreover, you will note that the sto- it, but not all. This, along with the 
ry of Malachi chapter three begins charge that the whole nation is 

i with chapter two. There you will robbing God, positively shows that 
note that the Lord addresses the min- the tithes are now brought, not to 
istry, not the laity, saying, ' ... 0 ye , God's storehouse, but to some other 
priests, this commandment is for house. To repeat, God's storehouse 

I you.' Mal. 2: 1. Plainly, then, the has ever been and ever will be where 
trouble lies in the fact that though the 'the message of the Hour' is, where 
laity as a rule pay faithful tithe and 'Present Truth' is, the house from 
offerings God nevertheless is robbed , which 'meat in due season' is dis
because the Denomination is taking I pensed at the time the tithes are 
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Resolution as Told to Ellen 
White's Niece, Addie Waning 

I 
"Under no other conditions does 

He promise His blessings. You have 
hard luck? You cannot make ends 
meet? Start paying your tithes. Note 
carefully that God requires not only 
tithe but tithes; that is, tithe and free 
will offering. He does not want them 
spent on something of your own de
vising. You are to bring them into the 
'storehouse.' "-2TG 30:16-19. 

" 'The old year is in the past and I 
the new year is before us. Day by day 
the record will go up to God. What 
history shall I make? Oh, that it may , 
be such a record as I shall not be 
ashamed to meet in the Judgment. I 
want to have Jesus with me every 
hour.'-Letter 91, 1886."-EGWE 
148:1. 0 

1,. 

The Law of The Garbage Truck 
One day I hopped in a taxi and we took off for the airport. We were 

driving in the right lane when suddenly a black car jumped out of a 
parking space right in front of us. My taxi driver slammed on his brakes, 
skidded, and missed the other car by just inches! 

The driver of the other car whipped his head around and started 
yelling at us. My taxi driver just smiled and waved at the guy, and I 
mean he was really friendly. 

So I asked, "Why did you just do that? This guy almost ruined your 
car and sent us to the hospital!" This is when my taxi driver taught me 
what I now call "The Law of the Garbage Truck." He explained that 
many people are like garbage trucks. They run around full of garbage, 
full of frustration, full of anger, and full of disappointment. As their 
garbage piles up, they need a place to dump it and sometimes they'll 
dump it on you. Don't take it personally. Just smile, wave, wish them 
well, and move on. Don't take their garbage and spread it to other peo
ple at work, at home, or on the streets. 

The bottom line is that successful people do not let garbage trucks 
take over their day. Life is too short to wake up in the morning with re
grets, so .... 

"Love the people who treat you right. Pray for the ones who don't." 
-Hospice Herald, August 2008, p. 2. 



RECIPE PAGE 

Basic Do-Pep Gluten 

Do-Pep Gluten: (Steps 1-3) 
1 Yz cups water 
1 medium onion, quartered 
Yz cup nutritional yeast flakes 
Yz cup wheat germ 
1 - 2 Tbsp chicken-style 

seasoning (optional) 
2 1A cups Do-pep or vital wheat 

Broth: (Steps 4-6) 
6 cups water 
Yz cup soy sauce 

or Bragg's liquid aminos 
1 tsp. garlic powder 
1 large onion, sliced 

Breading Meal: (Steps 7 & 8) 
1 cup nutritional yeast flakes 
I cup flour 
1 Yz tsp. chicken-style seasoning 

Barbecue Strips: (Steps 9 & 10) 
chopped onion 
chopped garlic 
small amount nutritional yeast 
flakes 

1. Blend all ingredients but the 
Do-pep. Pour liquid into Do-pep 
and stir quickly until well mixed. 

2. Shape into a long roll about 2 
inches in diameter. Wrap plastic 
around it to make into a smoother 
roll. 

3. Let sit for 2 hours or all night 
in the refrigerator. 

4. Heat contents of broth in large 
kettle to hard, rolling boil. 

5. Cut roll into 3 sections. Snip off 
113 inch slices with scissors or 
sharp knife into constantly boil
ing broth. 

6. Tum down heat to slow boiling 
or simmer for 1 Y2 hours. 

7. Dip wet pieces into breading 
meal and fry in oil until browned. 

~t Cut browned pieces of gluten 
into strips. 

9. Sautee with chopped onion, 
garlic and nutritional yeast flakes. 

10. Cover with Barbecue Sauce 
(Recipe given in The Entering 
Wedge, page 78), and heat thor
oughly. Try it. It is yummedy 
good! 

-Adapted from Nature :S Harvest, page 31 

Note: Do-Pep is pronounced as "dough"-pep. 

(44) 
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TAPE LIST NO. 82 

Note: Change in tape prices. 90 minutes-$5.00; 60 minutes-$4.00; 
45 minutes-$3.50; 30 minutes-$2.50. All monies must be in U.S. 
currency. All tape orders must be pre-paid. 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

271 Parental Delinquency and Its Consequences ............. 60 

272 Who Are the Porter Dodgers? ......................... 90 

278 What is God's Accurate Blueprint for Today? ............ 45 

291 The Holding and Hurting Angels of Revelation 7; 

Faithfulness in Little Things . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

292 Two Essential Characteristics of Sanctification 

and Salvation .................................... 90 

586 Cmistmas ........................................ 90 

M. J, B. STUDIES 

243 The Most Important Work Ever Entrusted to 

Human Beings (Ed. 15:3) ......................... 45 

244 Some Apostles, Some Prophets, Some Teachers ......... 90 

245 The Pattern of A True Davidian and Blueprint of the 

House of David (Psalm 119:1-72) ................... 60 

247 Ezekiel33 and 34 ................................. 90 

249 Amos 1 and 2; llCode 12:30-32 ...................... 90 

250 Who Is Directing? ................................. 60 

Note: Although part of the audio on a few of theM. J. B. study tapes 
is not always as clear as we would like it to be, we believe their sub
ject matter is well worth listening to and digesting. 0 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

4Ans. 

AH 

AUCR 

12Code 

csw 
EGWE 

GC 

JL 

19MR 

MYP 

OHC 

RH 

1, 2SR 

3, S, 7, 8T 

13Tr. 

TDG 

1,2TG 

TM 

UL 

Yl 

The Answerer, Bk. 4 

The Adventist Home 

Australasian Union Conference Record 

The Symbolic Code, VoL 12 

Counsels on Sabbath School Work 

Ellen G. White in Europe 

The Great Controversy 

The Jezreel Letters 

Manuscript Releases, Vol. 19 

Messages to Young People 

Our High Calling 

Review and Herald 

Shepherd's Rod, Vols. 1 and 2 

Testimonies, Vols. 3, S, 7, and 8 

Christ's Greetings to You, Tract 13 

This Day With God 

Timely Greetings, Vols. l and 2 

Testimonies to Ministers 

The Upward Look 

The Youth's Instructor 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

" ... Those who realize their weakness trust in a power higher 
than self. And, while they look to God, Satan has no power against 
them. But those who trust in self are easily defeated. Let us remem
ber that, if we do not heed the cautions that God gives us, a fall is 
before us .... 

" ... The Christian should have no weak points in his defence. He 
should be barricaded by the support that the Scriptures give to the 
one who is doing God's will. The tempted soul will bear away the 
victory, if he follows the example of Him who met the tempter with 
the word, 'It is written.' He can stand securely in the protection of a 
'Thus saith the Lord.' ... 

"The Lord permits His children to fall; and then, if they repent 
of their wrongdoing, He helps them to stand on vantage ground. As 
fire purifies gold, so Christ purifies His people by temptation and 
trial."-TDG 259:3-5. 
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