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THOUGHTS FOR A NEW 

Write it on your heart that every day is the best day in year. He is 
rich who owns the day, and no one owns the day who allows it to be in
vaded with fret and anxiety. Finish every and be done with it. You 
have done what you could. Some blunders and absurdities, no doubt, 
crept in. Forget them as soon as you can, tomorrow is a new day; begin it 
well and serenely, with too high a spirit to be cumbered with your old 
nonsense. This new day is too dear, with its hopes and invitations, to 
waste a moment on the yesterdays.-Ralph Waldo Emersonll 

ADAM'S FALL 
How It Affects Us 

Most people don't realize how deeply Adam's sin affected the whole 
human race. Adam alone was not affected; the entire human family was 
injured by what he did-and in a very deep and dark way! 

How can one man's sin affect others who had nothing to do with it? 
The same way a person (through immorality) can contract a venereal 
disease and later pass it (and all of its terrible effects) onto his offspring. 
The child had nothing to do with his parent's misbehavior; he was none
theless affected by it. And in just the same way the whole human race 
was affected by what Adal]l did-and in a very dark way. an 
illustration will help me to explain: 

Somewhere back in time, ... a group of angels rebelled; they cast off 
God's authority and rule. That was high treason. God cast them quickly 
out of Heaven. Those angels, in the awful moment of their rebellion 
(apparently) became what are known today as "demons" or "devils." 
Amazingly, one moment they were creatures; the next moment 
they were devils. A dark change had occurred deep within their natures at 
the moment. of their rebellion. 

And dreadfully, a similar change also occurred deep within man at 
the time of his fall. Adam the saint became Adam the sinner: Adam the 
holy one became Adam the sinful one. In that awful moment of disobe
dience, man's nature was changed-not upward but downward, not for 
the better but for the worse. Virtue went out and vice came envy, 
strife, jealousy, hatred, resentment, lust, selfishness; and a thousand 
other evils, totally unknown to man before, suddenly became a torment
ing part of his nature and experience. 

Now for the sake of illustration, let's suppose two of the fallen angels 
(now demons) could marry and have offspring. What would they 
beget-little angels after their former likeness or little demons after their 
fallepJjkeness? Litde demons, of courseLFallen man did possess the 
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power of Adam and Eve did sons and daughters. The 
question did beget sons and daughters in their likeness before the 
Fall, or in their likeness after the Fan? In their likeness after the Fall, to 
be sure. Sad, but nevertheless true,· Adam and Eve passed their fallen 
natures on-to all of their offspring, including everyone of us, in the 
procreation process. That's why Romans 5:19 says that through Adam's 
disobedience we all sinners. 

Stdctly :.peaking then, a person doesn't become a sinner when he 
commits his offense; he's born a sinner, being the offspring of sinful 

A Chinaman may say he's not Chinese because he wasn't born 
in China, doesn't eat with chopsticks, and doesn't speak the Chinese 
"'"''e"""'l!>'"• but that doesn't make any difference; he's Chinese anyway. 
Why? Because he's the offspring of Chinese parents, and that makes him 
Chinese; and possesses all of the oriental features to show iL 

may insist that we were not sinners when born; but this doesn't 
change a thing" We're sinners for no other reason than we're the off
spring of sinful parents. Our parents passed their fallen natures onto us 

the process of birth. That explains why children don't have to be 
taught how to be bad: how to lie, how to cheat, or how to be selfish. 

born knowing this. The infant in his crib, throwing a temper tan
didn't have to be shown how to, do that. The tantrum he's throw-

. is nothing more or iess than a noisy expression of his inherent 
. depraVity. 

Put two kids in a room and leave them alone for thirty minutes, and 
when you the bigger one will have all of the toys. He didn't have 
to be taught how to do that. Full of selfishnesswhen born, he was only 
doing what came naturally. Deny it if you wish, but there's an inherent 
bent toward evil in everyone of us, from the moment of our birth. 

A question to consider: Are we sinners because we sin, or do we sin 
because we are sinners? Is a dog a dog because it barks, or does it bark 
because it is a dog? Is a tree bad because it bears bad fruit, or does it bear 

because it is a bad tree? Obviously it bears bad fruit because it is 
a bad tree-because it has a bad nature. The fruit that a tree bears js only 
the outward expression of its inner nature; and the same is true of man. 

evil he commits is only the outward expression of his inner depravity . 
. To say that a person is a sinner only because he sins is like saying a 

person is sick because he _has pain. No! No! He is not sick because he has 
pain; he has because he is sick. Pain is only th~ symptom-sickness 
is the cause. Accordingly, sinful behavior is only the symptom. Man's 
inner depravity is -always the· cause of his evil behavior. 

Just because we were born sinners does not mean that we're all equally 
wicked or that we're destitute of all moral virtue. Some people learn to 
cultivate their good qualities and restrain their evil much better than do 
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others; but this does not mean that they're not sinners. They are sinners all 
right: the only difference is one of degree, not kind. 

This inherent evil in mankind has plagued the human race down 
through the ages more than words can tell. Class struggles and wars have 
resulted from it; Cain rose up and killed his brother because of it; David 
took Uriah's wife because of it; Jacob's sons sold their own brother into 
slavery because of it; King Ahab killed Naboth and took over his vine
yard because of it; the communists have slain their millions, built their 
walls and concentration camps because of it; Hitler butchered six million 
Jews because of it. AU of the cruelty men have inflicted on one another 
down through the ages has sprung from it. 

We make laws to restrain it; we train policemen to curb it; we build 
prisons to confine it; we tear down ghettos to reduce but the dark in~ 
fection remaimL Some people say we can educate it out of man; others 
say if we man's environment it will go away. But when we ta:ke a 
man out of the ghetto and set him down he only builds another ghetto 
there. Our efforts to clean up the ghetto aren't very successful because all 
we're able to do is get the man out of the ghetto; we haven't found any 
way to get the ghetto out of the man. Clean up a pig, put a pink ribbon 
around his neck and a feather on his curly tail; but the moment you tum 
him loose he'll scamper back to the mudhole again. Why? Because that's 
his nature. And until we find a way to change man's nature we're not 
going to do much about changing his behavior. 

Now it's at this point, and for this reason, that communism won't 
work. Communism says it can change man; it can change him into a 
totally unselfish creature. It can do through brainwashing, through 
taking away his property rights, through building walls and forcing him 
to behave at the point of a gun. Communism is a failure because it has no 
ability to change man. True, they can put a gun to a man's head and 
force him to do as they say, but this doesn't change man--not on the in
side at least. Like the little boy who wanted to ride standing up in the car. 
His mother told him three times to sit down. Finally, after a good whack, 
he complied. But from his sitting position he muttered, ·~1 may be sitting 
down on the outside, but I'm still standing up, inside." "He who is con~ 
vinced against his will, is of the same opinion still." I tell you, it will take 
more than a communist gun to change man. 

Jesus Christ is man's only hope of renewal and change. We cannot 
change ourselves any more than the Ethiopian can change the color of his 
skin or the leopard can change its spots. But Christ can change us from 
the inside out: "If any man be in Christ he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away and all things have become new." ln Adam we were 
made sinners; in Christ we can be made righteous again. That's what 
salvation~as the Bible presents it-is all about: Christ regenerating and 
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recasting the human heart upward again. 
Adam brought about our moral and spiritual ruin; Christ brings 

about our recovery. Adam brought about our infection; Christ brings 
about our and cure. 

We were all born sinners because of what Adam did. God won't hold 
us responsible for that. But if we refuse the forgiveness and change that 
Christ came to God will absolutely hold us resoonsible for that. 
~Ralph Woerner II 

NEWS FROM BASHAN 
(Home and Afield) 

FALL AND WINTER: The O:zarks enjoyed beautiful Fan weather, 
with cool days nights. The leaves with their gorgeous colors were a 
beauty to behold. But all too soon, as nature would have it, "the year 

in the yellow leaf" trees and bushes were soon barren of life. 
Standing bare, stripped of their living foliage, they present a stark contrast 
-an eerie army of ll.feless sentinels. 

November-December came and went without leaving any snow 
behind them, to the disappointment of neighbors and friends who always 
wish for a "white C:hristmas." 

Finally, though, when we awoke the morning of January 2, we saw a 
beautiful white carpet over the world of Bashan. But since the beauty 
was but "skin deep," the sun's warming rays shortly turned it into un
sightly, dusky patches, soon sw~Uowed up the thirsting soil of Bashan 
HilL 

the weather stays chilly and brisk; so our big_. wood-burning 
stoves are now in use, keeping all cozy and comfortable. 

Before cold weather set in, the woodyard manager, Trevor Bingham, 
worked to get about 20 cords of wood cut and stacked not many 
yards beyond his greenhouse in back of the I (Implement) & U (Utility) 
Building, So will be no shortage of wood for Bashan's hungry 
stoves during the cold days ahead, 

OFFICE AND PlUN1' SHOP: Steady progress continues in these depart-
ments. Since the printing of the TIDINGS, we have 
reprinted lTG 23, The of Kingdom, The Mystery Stone, 
Christ's as well as the Special Issue of the TIDINGS. 

And for the months of October, November, and December, the Cir-
culation Department sent out 58,070 pieces of with postage 
amounting to $6,622.00, 

Several tracts and T.G.'s are being typeset, and the up depart-
ment is on negatives for the All are bending every effort 
to get as much as possible done during these winter months, 
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NAME~iNGAT.fti:JE:W.Ul"'{rG CA"fui!IPAI{~N: i'r.:;; a 
burdened Am:mis 11nd Ruha:m<\1.!:1 to generatte 
and for literature ar~~ con1m~ 

the Lord for their tU!sl:a~:ktrrg 
And now, 

m.!mbt;rs of 

1 

th1~ir stand for the mes§age of truth, 
.1'\..um.ao~n<!.a, who has been in the message a few months, 

"''"'""'"''" Hnes: 
to travel last vvith a from one of 

our churches to . I was not sure for what purpose I was im-
to go, but I was at peace and confident that the Lord wa11 pleased 

with n.1y decision to gcJ, While there I was moved to ask for a 
church and after the first I and asked the Lord 
if I should I did but l felt sure that it would be my last t1i•'"'"'*"'"'" 

Well, you can see the fruits [a she enA:Icse~1l 
labor. I have no doubt that God's hand was irrvolved in 

A brother who re:membened om~, found it in pieces in an 
room. When he handed it to n1e, be ol:Merved that not aU 

of the pages were there. As I c:arried the to a restroom and looked 
for myself, I to find not one page .Praise God." 

Of her next succes5, she writes: 
"At this in 

I ded,ied to go for a drive in the 
"Well! About two hours have-- I I'rn-very 

I went to the-·--~-- SJ).A. Church to see if anyone was there 
from whom to obtain a No one was So I my 
ride in the and the Lord led m.e dmrm and ac::ms:!l thti and I 

in an area I had never tnweled before, up and down 
the I found tht scenery I bt:cam.e very and felt 
the angels wer€: with me the dav. On the tm; of a lust as I 
approached I sav> a church. As I 
S.D.A. Church.' I up the long saw it was a parsonage, 

. The Lord gave me David's attril" .. mte of 'will
, and I found 

door .. A man and after my '···~·'""''~•·; 
the pastor's wife was the 11rext door. So I went in but didn't 
find anyone. So I called but no om; answered. Then I saw a podiilm 
the foyer, but it was rather darlL ! walked into the saJttcl:m'i'IV 
didn't find anyone. 

Then she relates how fi:nal1v the Lord niact~d a directorv in her 
She G.t'"t.~.il.al.tdL~-i'J ~ "] was half stm1n.;;d! Praise the 
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Please Iet me know :if you had this one 
I love the and [hank Him for r.neo The sunset was gor-

geous; the geese \Vere and I'm theLord created me. 
"I love you alL God bless you and the work of your hands. 
"Your i:n Christ JesmL 
Thus this new a burdened and directory-hunter 

already, rejoices at tht; marvelous way the Lord has led her in getting two 
directories, her first two tries. Please pray for her, as she expresses her 
desire to continue many more. 

And from the younger of our two seasoned directory hunters come 
these latestlines: · 

"The directories keep This minister of _____ Church 
handed me this o:ne, Please cm1timH~ to pray for me as I endeavor to 
obtain tJ:-.em, '' 

he has traveled many, many miles and is averaging about one 
directory a week. 

Our senior hunter is also on the quest for directories. 
Recently he traveled a of ewer 200 hundred miles to send in the 
latest one. too, has obtained over a hundred directories. He is over 
80 years but is determined prest.l ·on doin~ his best in this 
endeavor. Please pray for him. 

And now for all v1ho haven't vet caught the vision and sustained the 
burden to engage in the 
souls cries out to you to seek the Lord early and late, not only 
for wisdom. and but also for courage and resolute deter
mination to go forth and do your best while you hear the Spirit's voice 
pleading, 

HlJNTING eAJVWA!GN: The hunters around the field continue encour
that their activities are bearing fruit for the Kingdom. 

is !iltill on the west coast, and Sister Doreen McDonald 
completed her endeavors in the !louthem field and is preparing for an~ 
other Urother Brown is continuing to fuel the fires 

·while Brother Clifton Brown continues 

\.;um.umm~;; to advam::e :the message 
trom~~r>n,·t"'ti''"" has failed him. 
wu,.,,,.~"""'" he has, and as the 

in Jamaica cannot stand the expense of a replacement, 
only a financial miracle enable McFarlane to procure the 
necessary to do the work there, as it is virtually 
impossible to island of Jamaica depending on its 

in l.nost earnest prayer, take this matter to the Lord to 
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discover funds adequate to provide the necessary transportation so that 
the hunting work in Jamaica may once again go on unimpeded. 

In Barbados, in Trinidad and Tobago, and in Guyana, Brother Billy, 
Brother Murphy, and Brother Hicks, respectively, are pressing the battle 
to the 

The work in St. Lucia and Grenada presently languishes for the want 
of full-time workers. Pray for the brethren to keep up their courage and 
to press forward, notwithstanding. 

In England and Canada, the believers are carrying on both in learning 
the message for themselves and in sharing it with others. 

Brethren Kwarteng and Ansah, with helpers, are advancing the 
message in Ghana, as is Brother Achor and brethren in Nigeria. And new 
interests are developing in Kenya and Tanzania. 

Thus are the developments and needs -of the field, from Brother Rojas 
in California to the brethren in Africa. While keeping the work and 
workers in all these areas ever before the throne of grace, let us do like
wise for the brethren holding forth in the Bahamas, Dominican Republic, 
Grand Cayman, the Philippines, Canada, Mexico, France, Germany, and 
elsewhere throughout the Adventist world where the message has pene$ 
trated, never forgetting that "the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much." James 5:16. May every Kingdom-bound brother 
and sister frequent the throne of grace in supplicating for every needed 
blessing for every soul-burdened one marching to the Savior's orders, 
"Feed my sheep." John 21:15-17. 

AFRICAN FUND: The Lord's blessing be upon the faithful who are 
maintaining this fund. Enough has come in so far to defray the following 
expenses: 

Postage on used clothing, Spirit of Prophecy books, garden seeds, 
and monthly support of $100.00 U.S. So, wearying not of well-doing, 
continue the good work, with the assurance that the Lord will bless the 
gift and the giver. 

Tentative plans are afoot for Brother Murphy to return to Africa by 
mid 1987. In the meantime, pray for divine guidance for him in binding 
off his work in Trinidad and the other West Indian islands. 

WORK ON THE PRINT SHOP AND AUDHOW:UM: The carpenter 
employed to do the finishing work in the new building is making good 
progress. All the paneling and ceilings are in, likewise most of the elec
trical fixtures. The floor covering is going in this month, and soon the 
audio equipment will be set up. Then the building of the counters and 
cabinets in the spacious kitchen area and the finishing up of the rest
rooms and odds and ends will complete the building inside. 

Still some work in finishing the abutment around the building, add~ 
ing a foyer to the front of it, and putting the roads in shape around it, 
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then landscaping the surrounding area, wm finish up the remaining work 
on the outside, all of which would have been accomplished weeks ago but 
for the numerous delays from weather slow-downs and machinery break
downs, But in spite of it all, thank God we can now see the end in sight. 
If unforeseen developments do not disappoint present projections, the 
spring issue of the TIDINGS will announce the opening date of the School 
of the Prophets for the first class of ten students from qualifying ap
pl.icants. 

REMITTANCE SUPS: Please be sure to enclose one with each check. 
If you do not have a request one from your group leader. If you are 
not able to send one, be sure to write out on a separate piece of paper just 
how your remittance is to be divided and receipted:. 

FELLOW§HIP CERTIFICATE APPLICATION: Once again renewal 
time is here. An important reminder in this connection is that Applica
ticms are sent only to those who request them. And most importantly, 
consdentiously measure (judge) yourself, before you apply, to see if you 
qualify for the Certificate, then take steps to do so if necessary .Ill 

THE VOICE OF NATHANIELS AND NICODEMUSES 
(A Few Sam.ples of Many More) 

Wants Studies on Alleged 
"Stnmge Teachings" 

I've heard a lot of anti-Shepherd's Rod rhetoric. Nothing really 
specific, Just generalities. 

What do you have which you consider "new light" o:r "advanced 
truth"? 

Please send me your studies on the "strange teachings." 
I was completely familiar with all of your quotations, as "new light" 

has been the focus of my studies for the past 2Y2 years. (Minnesota) 

Knows Truth is at Bastian 

For the past few weeks I have been studying with , and. 
things are becoming more clear to me. With the grace of God, I would 
like to continue studying the Word and strive to do that which is right, 
Thank you for your persistency. I will begin sending my tithes and offer
ing once a month to Bashan where I know the truth is. (Califomia) 

Happy for Boolldets 

We thank you for replying to us soon. We arehappy 
to send us booklets. Do so for us. 

Thank you. (Nige_ria, W, Africa) 

you promised 
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Glad for Message and Would be Glad for E. G. White Writings 

Through a fellow Adventist student I came in contact, six months 
ago, with the message about the sealing of the J.44,000 servants of God .. 
Since then we have been having series upon series of studies. I am happy 
to inform you that I am glad in the Lord for throwing more light about 
present truth to me through your message. 

To enable me to have a thorough study ofthe me~sage independently, 
I would be very grateful if you could assist me with the following books 
and pamphlets. (Ghana, W, Africa) 

Enjoys Booklets; Offers Wann Bed to Hunter 

The purpose of this letter is to tell you that ___ can stay at our 
house whenever he passes through. Most probably we won't be here but 
there is no reason why he can't at least have a bath and a warm bed for a 
night or two I 

A warm bed and peace and quiet are still here if needs-
them. 

I enjoy getting your booklets even though they aren't always easy to 
read. Thank you. (Kentucky) 

Wining to Study for Self 

I'm willing to study for myselL Please send me what you think will 
increase my understanding of the Scriptures for these times. 

One quote from the Spirit of Prophecy you didn't mention: New light 
will not contradict light we already have. (Ohio) 

Looking for Tmtb 

I am an S.D.A. Was baptized in 1949. I am stili looking for truth. 
Please answer the following questions about your organization and 

put me on the mailing list. 

1 . What is the complete history of your organization? 
2 . In what points do you differ from the S.D.A. Church? 
3 . How many belong to your group? 
4. Would like to know the organizational structure. 

5 . Do you have published reading material available? Also, do you 
have tapes? 

wm be looking for your reply. (Indiana) 

Basban's Reply: 
Dear Brother ___ : 

Your appreciated lines reached us early t:his week. We are happy 
thuswise to make your acquaintance. 
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If you were baptized in 1949, you were, we would assume, ~n your 
twenties when the message of The Shepherd's Rod began to be agitated 
in the church. But praise God that your seeking for truth has been suc
cessful last. 

It is our privilege to answer your questions concerning the message of 
the hour: 

"L What is the complete history of your organization?" 

This is an. impossibility to ten in a letter, so we are enclosing some in
formation. 

"2. In what points do you differ from the SJJ.A. Church?" 

Again, it would take considerable time and paper to explain fully. 
Here, though, are a few points: 

a) We believe, on the weight of the following evidence, that anti
typical Elijah the prophet came in 1930 with a message of present truth 
for God's church: 

"Behold, I wm send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord." Mal. 4:5. 

''Behold, I win send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way be
fore me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shaH suddenly come to His temple, 
even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, be shall 
come, saith the Lord." Mal. 3:1. 

"And Jesus answered and said -unto Elias truly shall first come, 
and restore aU things." Matt. 17:11. 

"Prophecy must be fulfilled. The Lord says: 'Behold, I wm send you 
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord.' is to come in the spirit and power of Elijah, and when 
he appears, men may say: 'You are too earnest, you do not interpret 
the Scriptures in the proper way, Let me tell you how to teach your 
message.' "-TM 475:3. 

"Then I saw another angel commissioned to descend to the 
earth, to unite his voice with the third angel, and give power and force to 
his message. Great power and glory were imparted to 'the angel, and as he 
descended, the earth was lightened with his glory. The light which 
attended this angel penetrated everywhere .... The message of the fall of 
Babylon, as given by the second angel, is repeated, with the additional 
mention of the corruptions which have been entering the churches since 
1844. The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in the last 
great work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry.''
EW 277:1. 

''There will be those among us who win always want to control the 
work of God, to dictate even what movements shaU be made when the 
work goes forward under the direction of the angel who joins the third 
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angel in the message to be given to the world.''-TM 300:0. 
"In the manifestation of that power which lightens the earth with the 

glory of God, they will see only something which in their blindness they 
think dangerous, something which will arouse their fears, and they will 
brace themselves to resist it. Because the Lord does not work according 
to their expectations and ideals, they will oppose the work. 'Why,' say 
they, 'should we not recognize the Spirit of God, when we have been in 
the work so many years?' Because they did not respond to the warnings, 
the entreaties of the messages of God, but persistently said, 'I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have need of nothing' [the blind angel
Rev. 3:14~H!]."-R & H, Nov. 7, 1918. 

"In 1888 at the General Conference held in Minneapolis, Minn., the 
angel of Revelation 18:1 came down to do his work, and was ridiculed, 
criticized, and rejected. And when the message he brings again, swells in
to a loud cry, it will again be ridiculed, spoken against, and be rejected 
by the majority."-Ellen G. White, In Taking Up A Reproach. 

b) The 144,000 are God's servants who "escape" the purification in 
God's church (Laodicea, the Seventh-day Adventist Church), and are 
sent as missionaries to the world in the Loud Cry. 

The truth regarding this subject was brought to light by the Rod only. 
All other theories have been uninspired. Sister White said, "Let us strive 
with an the power that God has given us to be among the 144,000. "-7 A 
BC 970. In order to do this, though, we have to know about this com
pany-who they are, where they are, what they are, etc. Yet she herself 
has little to say about them. But, illuminated by the Rod, this subject is 
now bathed in light. 

In Revelation 14, they are brought to view and termed "firstfruits." 
As you know, the term comes: from the harvest-the harvest of souls, so 
they are therefore the first to be gathered in the harvest. 

Subsequently, in the logic of harvest, there must therefore be second 
fruits. 

"And I heard the number of them which were sealed: And there were 
sealed an hundred and forty and jour thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel [twelve thousand from each of the twelve tribes-verses 
5-8]." Rev. 7:4. 

"And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with 
Him an hundred forty and jour thousand, having His Father's name 
written in their foreheads ... redeemed from the earth" .. .in whose 
"mouth was found no guile .... These were redeemed from among men, 
being the firstfruits unto God and tothe Lamb!' Rev.. 14:1-5. 

"The living saints, 144,()()() in number, knew and understood the 
voice, while the wicked thought it was thunder and an earthquake. 

"The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united."-EW 15:0, 1. 



14 BASHAN TIDINGS 

''This sealing of the servants of God [Rev. 7] is the same that was 
shown to Ezekiel in vision. John also had been a witness of this most 
startling revelation/'-TM 445:2. 

"The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual deden
siml, nor mourn over the sins of others, will. be left without the seal of 
God. The Lord commissions His messengers, the men with slaughtering 
weapons in their hands: 'Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let 
not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: slay utterly old and young, both 

and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon 
whom is the mark; and begin at My sanctuary. Then they began at the 
ancient men which were before the house.' Ezek. 9:5, 6. 

"Here we see that the church-the Lord's sanctuary-was the first to 
feel the stroke of the wrath God. The ancient men, those to whom 
God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual 
interests of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the posi
tion that we need not look for miracles and the marked manifestation of 
God's power as in former days .... He is too merciful to visit His people 
in judgment. Thus 'Peace and safety' is the cry from men who will never 

lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people their trans
gressions and the house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that would 
not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. 
Men, maidens, and little all perish together." -5T 211:1, 2. 

"Study the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. These words wm be literally 
fulfilled; yet the time is passing, and the people are asleep."-Manu
scriptReleases, VoL 1, p. 260. 

The foregoing quotations clearly show that the 144,000 are those who 
escape (Isa. 66:17~20) the slaughter of the wicked in the house of God 
(1 Pet. the church; thatthe Lord.holds the winds until the 144,000 
are sealed that thus sealed, they become protected, invincible; 
that they are sealed, living saints, to stand with the Lamb on Mt. Zion; 
that they are literally 144,000 "i:n number." 

c) Here are several Inspired statements confirming that the Lord is to 
purify His church: 

"The Lord will work to purify His church, I tell you in truth, the 
Lord is about to tum and overtum in the institutions called by His name. 

"Just how soon this refining process wm begin I cannot say, but it 
will not be long deferred. He whose fan is in His hand will deanse His 
temple of its moral defilement. He will thoroughly purge His floor.''
TM 373:0, 1. . 

"And I saw that the Lord was whetting His sword in heaven to cut 
them down. Oh, that· every lukewarm professor could realize the clean 
work that God is about to make among His professed people.''
lT 190:0. 
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"Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of 
the 144,000 ... will they [the people of God] feel most deeply the wrongs 
of God's professed people [see ST 209:3; 210:0]. This is forcibly setforth 
by the prophet's illustration of the last work under the figure of the men 
each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was 
clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by his side [Ezekiel 9:4 
quoted] .... Mark this point with care: Those who receive the pure mark 
of truth, wrought in them by the power of the Holy Ghost, represented 

a mark by the man in linen, are those 'that sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done' in the church .... Read the ninth chapter of 
EzekieL"-JT 266, 267. 

"The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It 
remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out-the chaff is 
separated from the precious wheaL This is a terrible ordeal, but never
theless it must take place."-2SM 380:2. 

Numbers 9 and 10 of volume 2 of the Timely Greetings (enclosed) 
contain additional points wherein the Rod of God is in advance of the 
church. 

But though the Rod is advanced doctrinally, we do not differ in our 
belief that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is God's remnant church; 
the instrumentality He has used since 1844 to carry the Third Angel's 
Message, and that, wherever she is in harmony with the Scriptures and 
the Spirit of Prophecy, we uphold her 1 OOII!o, Moreover, and contrary to 
what many believe, we do not call anyone out of the church but, rather, 
do all possible to inspire them to stay with her, even though one may be 
disfellowshiped. 

"3, How many belong to your group?" 

We do not, Brother , believe in measuring any organization 
by its numbers, as God forbade numbering Israel. So we have no record 
as to how many there are who believe this message; suffice it to 
say-many. 

"4. Would like to know the organizational structure." 

Enclosed is the organizational manual, The Leviticus of The David
ian Seventh-day Adventist Association, 

"5. Do you have published reading material available. Also, do you 
have tapes?" 

Ever-increasing numbers around the Adventist world are seeing, 
appreciating, and rejoicing in the light streaming forth fromthe Associa
tion's publications (numbering those we have sent you and those we shall 
continue to send periodically). 

Our tape list is enclosed.. 
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If after you have prayerfully perused the publications we are sending 
and shall send you, it is your perception, Brother _ , that what 
you have been reading is not more of the run-of-the-mm religious.tracts 
but, rather, publications containing light from the golden bowl (Zech. 
4:3; please read also VoL 6, p. 296:1), opening up God's 
ELEVENTH-HOUR MESSAGE of mercy to His sorely troubled church 
now facing the "terrible ordeal" of "the days of purification ... which 
hasten on apace" (5T 80:0), and to continue to receive kindred 
publications, we shall be happy to send them to you upon request. 

It is our prayerful hope, Brother , that the publications will 
'be a blessing to you. the Lord grant you keen perceptions of truth 
and duty. 

Sincerely yoursto "hear. .. the Rod" (Mic. 6:9). 

Message :§lO Send More 

I so much enjoyed your letter and tract. Please send me more. Your 
message is so true. We need so much of this in our churches today. Their 
present eo:nditio:n is frightening. 

Thanks. (New York) 

for Prophetic Ugbt 

Thank you for sending me an inspiring message of Ellen G. White's 
prophecy. And this wm help me a lot to hold fast till Jesus comes. 

Thank you once and I hope to receive more messages of today's 
world from the prophecies. 

W&nts to Contact Ba!lban Group in Her Area 

I read your "Burdened Letter" with great interest since I, too, have 
come to feel that the church has become interested only in the congrega
tion numbers and amount of money they can while totally ignoring 
the spiritual condition of their members. 

I would like to know if you have a group in this area, and how I might 
contact them. (Georgia) 

Knows Nothing of Rod; Will Open Mimi 

I received your letter last week. I see a lot of trouble in the church and 
am interested further light·--if, indeed, it is the light of truth. I know 
:nothing of The Shepherd's Rod, only that you believe another prophet 
followed Ellen G. and something the gathering ofthe rem
nant. in Jerusale:nto Please send :no one to my door but I would like to 
study your material, especially on I stated above. I'll keep an open 
mind. Please send A.S.A.P. 
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Believes Rod "very~present tmtb" 

Thank you very much for your letter. First of all I would like to intro
duce myself so that you would know better about me. I'm a 24~ye~u·~old 
African boy, particularly from Ethiopia, and I'm living here as a student. 
This is my third year in the Philippines. 

Regarding the Circulation materials you have been sending me, I 
would like to make clear that it is indeed very pleasing and I really like 
and am being convinced about the truth that I'm gaining from your 
materials. 

Regarding The Shepherd's Rod message, I believe that it is the very 
present truth and apt for the children of Him who would like to follow 
the truth. Please retain my name on your mailing list. (Philippines) 

Wants Literature 

The Lord is so good to His children. We praise Him daily. 
I saw a copy of one of your pamphlets. Please place us on your mail

ing list. Thank you. (Washington) 

Defending the Rod 

I received your letter. I appreciate all the guotations ,from the Spirit 
of Prophecy. 

I think we as Adventists have fallen away from much truth and are in 
a Laodicean condition. 

When I hear someone speaking against The Shepherd's Rod, I defend 
them. Sometimes I feel like I lose friends by doing this but aU I desire is 
to be led and taught by Christ. I am willing to accept truth regardless 
through what channel it may come. (Alabama) 

Keeping the Rod Fire 
Bm·ning in Mexico 

Greetings from me here at . Through the power of God I am 
keeping the fire burning. 

I want to ask you to pray for me, and for the message of The 
Shepherd's Rod that it wm be accepted. (Mexico) 

Short and Sweet 

Please put me on your mailing list, (Florida) 

Would Appreciate the 'froth 

I would greatly appreciate the true statement concerning the Rod 
message and Davidian Seventh-day Adventists and who are the Nathaniels 
and Nicodemuses (to know the truth). (Ohio) 
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Grateful Someone is W:mtchli.ng tbe Store 

I don't know who provided my address, but I am grateful to God that 
someoneis watching the store. I have always wondered why S.D.A.'s 
acted like "know it aUs," and ymu letter has opened my eyes. It's like 
Sister White wrote, "I have need of nothing." 

I left the ____ Church because of the pastor there. He's no 
minister. He's an entertainer in search of a stage. He, along with The 
Heritage Singers, turned the house of God into a theatre, a music hall. 
No, they turned it into an episode of Solid Gold complete with clapping 
for the entertainers and clapping with the music. I was looking for the 
concession stand-surely they had one! And this was a Sabbath after
noon concert I walked out on after making comments like, "Rock and 
roll has got to go," " 'Satan becomes Adventist,' Film at ten," 
" 'S.D.A. goes roller,' Film at ten," and the hearers of my com
ments said I was out of line. Me? Out of line? At a Sabbath afternoon 
Christian rock concert? 

I'm so of this world and of those who are content to live in it. 
Please send me aU information so I can be ready to go home. 
They say one man can make a difference-I'd like to be that man 
through God's help. 

I became an ~tD.A. in 1971. In I predicted Satan would !and on 
the White House lawn in a flying saucer after making us believe in aliens 
from space. I still believe my will happen. Did Sister White say 
or write anything about UFO's? If so, please send her data on them. 

May God go with you l.n your work. (Texas) 

Has Been Hearing About "you aliu 

In Christ, I'd like to request some of your literature please. 
I am a Seventh-day Adventist. I've been hearing about you aU. I want 

to learn more about this new _ 
May God bless you. (Georgia} 

Wants More Light 
(i!U&d J<'onnd It] 

Have read. you publication which I received in yesterday's mail
Light at Eventide, Vol. 1, No. L 

Thanks for it. It's very informative. Please send me your 
Tract No.3, :Series The Mystery Stone, which you suggested I request. 
Also, please send me more information as to you're about. I gather 
from the publication that you are NOT Seventh-day Adventist, or are 
you? but just not a part of the main group? Please explain to me clearly, 

If you have other materials which I should read, I'll appreciate your 
sending them also. 
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Seems you are doing a great work. Also-what have you to say con
cerning tithe? I want to know-I feel that possibly I may have been put
ting my tithe in a place where it may not be preferable to put it-in 
the S.D.A. offering plate. Surely there's a place God would rather it be 
placed. What's your light on this? 

Christ's coming is very close and I surely want to be doing the right 
thing. (California) 

Send Info About \'our Church 

Please send me information about your church. What is the condition 
for membership? Have you a branch in W. Germany? I hope I hear from 
you very soon. Thank you very much. (W. Germany) 

Cassville Letters are so lnterestin1 

As I scan and read some letters this afternoon, I found out that the 
Cassville letters are so interesting. It was six years ago that I received the 
last issue of it. 

Now I am writing this just to request that you include me on your 
mailing list again. 

Here in the Philippines, our new government did not give a permit to 
the mother church-S.D.A.-for Harvest Ingathering. 

Anyway, Harvest Ingathering has no Scriptural evidence. 
Thank you for reading this letter. (Philippines) 

Literature Enlightening, lnteresthllg, lnspirlltional 

I am happy to receive your literature and invite you to send more. 
The material I received from you I have read and have found them to 

be quite enlightening and interesting and inspirational. 
Thank you very much. (California) Ill 

THE VOICE OF LEAH'S CHILDREN 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

Standing Up for tbe Messa~e 

I had mentioned to you about my experience with the "interim" 
pastor at the newly forming Church. 

That Sabbath, as I listened to his sermon, I was impressed even more 
to speak with him concerning the message, After service, he invited me 
and home for dinner with his family, but I declined. I told him 
that I regretted that I would not be able to dine with them but that I did 
wish to talk to him, so I would give him a call. 

I finally reached him on Sunday and we talked for a rather long time. 
The more we talked, the more hesitant he became, so I suggested that if he 
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would give me his address I would send him a few of the booklets and he 
could read them for himself. I did not tell him that it was The Shepherd's 
Rod. · 

I. had decided to go back to the church the following Sabbath to see 
what he had to say. :as I was preparing for church, the thought that 
something was up kept coming to mind. I decided to ask the Lord if there 
was something l should know. As I prayed, He seemed to be saying to me 
that I could go to the church., or run. I decided I would go and whatever 
was to I would just have to trust Him. 

As the 11 o'clock service began, the minister came before the people 
and said he had an annou.ncement to make. He said he did not know how 
it was going to be but he was going to make it anyway. Then he 
looked at me and asked me to stand. So I and I just began to smile. 

the Lord stood with me and I knew it. It was really something. 
to explain to the church about our tdephone conversation, and 

hm;v they were to have me and ____ there the previous Sab-
bath, and how I had sent him literature from The Shepherd's Rod 
literature he was holding up before them). He explained how the church 
was a young church and did not need to be led astray. And he said he 
wanted all to be aware that I was a member of The Shepherd's Rod. 
Then he thanked me, and I thanked and I sat down. 

As I stood there listening to so many of the promises of the Lord 
came rushing to me, John 13:19. All I kept thinking while I 
was was ''thank to the Lord for letting me know ahead of 
time. I marveled at the strength He was giving me-I was not scared. em
barrassed, or angry. I just kept thinking "thank you.." 

After the service was over and the ministers were standing outside the 
door, I went out and shook hands with the who had done the talk-
ing. I thanked him for the experience I had had. I explained to him 
how the Lord had stood with me in there, and how I had never really 
known how I would react if I were ever called out like that-and by 
myself, He kept to get his hand back, but I kept holding it because 
I really wanted him to understand what the Lord had just done for me. 
The members were standing there listening, and he was really getting irri
tated with meo Finally, I asked if he would return the literature, but he in
sisted on keeping it. So l told him I would pray that the Lord would im
press his heart to read. it since he wanted to keep it. (Maryland) 

Wants to Learn More About God and Jesus 

I would like to learn more about God the Father and His son Jesus. I 
woufd like to have some books for children if you have some. But if you 
don't, r would like some adult books. I am eight years old. (Canada) 
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TIDINGS G~ts Better and Better 

Greetings to all on the Hill of Goct 

21 

Thank you very much, under God, for the TIDINGS; it gets better and 
better with each succeeding month. The report from afield is heartening 
and encouraging, especially from the hunters. 

It is certainly marvelous what God has done and is doing in your 
building program. This is what God will do through His willing people. 

As for the Lo-Ruhamahs and Lo-Ammis, it is so sad. May they open 
their eyes and ears to see and hear the Rod before it is too late. 

May the Lord keep you to finish the work He has given you to do. 
(New York) 

God's Guidance Led to a Diredok-y and a Dinned 

I had an interesting experience when I did directory hunting yester
day. I started the day driving in the mountains of to 
--·--• which is SO miles south of . There was a lot of fog 
and these roads can be dangerous when one is driving in the fog and pre
daylight darkness. However, I was able to follow a car that was ahead of 
me, All I did was follow his lights which guided me for much of the trip. 
I thanked the Lord for the guide. The Lord really takes care of those who 
endeavor to do His wilt Those mountain roads are really dangerous and 
I'm trying to take care of all the mountain churches before the winter 
comes. Continue to pray for me as I travel and hunL 

Upon arrival at ___ , I greeted the Sabbath school teacher. She 
happened to have an extra directory among her belongings. I asked her 
for one and she gave it to me. I stayed for Sabbath school and then had a 
hard decision to make. Should I go to Church, 70 miles west 
through more mountains, or should I drive to Church, 90 miles 
west. I prayed and something told me that the former was the next 
church I should go to. 

I arrived at at 12:15 (I thought for sure it would be 
closed). Upon arrival, the parking lot was still full (my heart jumped
another miracle!). It so happens that the pastor of the Church 
is the pastor of the Church and both congregations were 
meeting at and they were having a baptism and then fellowship 
dinner. If I had gone to , I would have found an empty church, 
no directory, and no dinner! (Kentucky) 

Disgusted With Literature 

Christian greetings to· you all. 
One day while I was not at home, an Adventist sister came to my 

home in a rage. She can1e with an envelope with Tract 15 in it, and it 
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came from Bashan. She said she was disgusted. Every time she is told 
that mails ani at the Post Office for her and she goes to collect it, it is 
those stupid things that keep So she came to let me know she 
doesn't want more of tl:u::m. She even left the one she received. She 
said if the literature does not stop coming, she will the matter to 
the Post Office. She doesn't read any of them; she tears them up and 
throws them away. She claims she has enough truth and does not want 
any more of our nonsense. This is the message she left with my son. 

I felt really sorry when I heard because the brethren behave as though 
we are forcing heresy down their throats. So they would not even to 
read and prove for themselves. Anyhow, I am still praying for her and 
others, that one day they may see the light in the message and come to ac
cept eternal life. (South America) 

Always Pray§ for Work and to Keep Feeding on Rod Fro:m Baslum 

Greetings in the name of Jesus our Lord. I am here in the U.S. for 
about six months. 

l pray that the_work there on the building is coming on nicely, also 
the print shop. We always pray for the work and an up there, and we 
know you. aU are praying for us wherever we are. 

May the Lord continue to bless us and us to keep on feeding on 
the Rod from Bashan HilL We know there are many hills leaping for rec
ognition, but thank God there is only one hm "as the hill of God." May 
the Lord bless and you. (Eastern U.S.) 

Much Opposition to Taking the Tracts 

Things are real well here with studies Brother _· __ 
has been giving. The last we had, Dr. came and seemed 
to enjoy it. He asked if some brethren from the church he goes to could 
come to the next study. So hopefully he will bring them with him. · 

The Sabbath that we have the study, we go to a church in the area to 
pass out tracts. There is so much from the brethren about tak
ing the tracts that most of them won't take them and only a few will, to 
find out for what they (Pennsylvania) 

Wants Sister White's Books 

Please note that we are interested in all of the 'Testimonies 
or in fact any of Sister White's books. Should you at any time receive any 
and desire to sell them we would be more than to relieve you of 
them. AU we ask is that be in condition. (New Mexico) 

How Wm:~~dedad to Live in tb~ On•untr:v 

This is just to say that I got up to New York When going to the 
subway I got caught up in thelr "rush hour crowds" downtown on 42nd 
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Street. I had to squeeze my way through the people. It made me think 
anew of how wonderful it is to live out in the rural areas away from 
the maddening crowds. Hope everybody at Bashan is all right. (Rural 
Missouri) 

A Young Reformer Standing for Truth 

I have been studying the Rod message for about 3 or 4 months now. 
Since the time I was a teenager I always had a feeling that something was 
missing in my Christian experience and I, like most of the young people 
here, have never had any good reason, or even an example from the 
church members, to try to be Christ-like. 

The 1888 and Zechariah 4 studies helped more than l can explain. On 
the 9th of this month we had choir day, and the choir director asked me 
to remove my head covering until we finished singing in the choir loft. I 
explained that if the Lord changed 1 Corinthians H, I could come to 
church with my head uncovered. 

Some of the young people in the church wonder why I don't go to the 
movies, skating, or to parties with them anymore. They hear}! lot about 
The Shepherd's Rod people taking members out of the church and that 
they mix the Scriptures to mean what they want them to mean, so they 
are basically afraid to hear or to ask about it. I am hoping and praying 
that they will feel free to come to me as a friend in Christ and just ask me 
what is going on instead of taking someone else's word for it. 

I have been holding my tithe since the third week of May right after 
my sister, , and were disfeUowshipped. I know that 
sooner or later they wm be coming to me. Pray for me that I may be 
strong and pray for our youth in the church. (Eastern U.S.) 

Answered Questions on Kingdom. 

I had an enjoyable trip to where I met with Sister----· 
She stopped going to church six months ago because the pastor could not 
answer her questions. Someone from, I believe, a Pentecostal church 
showed her scriptures referring to ruling over our enemies in the Kingdom, 
and told her that this would occur during the millennium. The pastor, 
knowing nothing about the Kingdom, could not answer the questions. 

I explained to her the calls leading up to the Eleventh-hour call, then 
led into the four chariots of Zechariah 6, and ended with the setting up of 
the Kingdom. This seemed to satisfy a few of her many questions. She is 
knowledgeable, perceptive, and open. Please keep her in your prayers. 
(Michigan) 

An Experience With Dreams 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
As I mentioned in my last month's report, the work here is making 
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progress, the field. is expanding, and interest is growing daily in the 
message. People whom we did not expect to be interested are now look
ing into the message-an awakening is taking pl.ace in the hearts of the 
earnest, especially the literature, sent or distributed. 

I would like to share an experience with you: There is a husband and 
wife with ',JVhom I have been studying at since early last year. 
The husband had received the literature and was studying it diligently, in
somuch that he had begun to study it secretly with others there. But then 
persecution arose. The learned that he was studying and teaching 
the Rod. So asked me to stop studying with him for a while. 

However, after that he sent a message to me that he would 
like to see me. I went, and he related to me a dream he had. He said that 
in his he was very still and he saw Brother Bingham appear in his 
room, standing near to his bed. After inqu_iring about his illness-, he gave 
him some tablets in an envelope, and was told to drink them. But when 
he opened the the tablets turned to a tract. He says he told his 
wife of the experience, and had come to realize more fully that the Rod is 
true, and he must hold on to it under all circumstances. 

His wife also told me her experience. She said she took her tithes 
and offerings with her to church as usual but during the service she 
felt reluctant to hand them over to the deacons, and something just kept 
saying, it to Brother . So a little before the divine service 
began, she saw me appear in church (I had transportation problems but 
reached in time for the service). She said my presence at the time of her 
struggling with the decision convinced her to give the tithe to the Associa
tion. 

These are indeed encouraging. I do commend them to the 
Lord for grace and strength to continue in the race. Please remember 
them in your prayers. (South America) 

Really Wants to Get Ont of City 

Greetings to you and the Bashan family in the name of ou.r Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I really want to get out of this New York. Sometimes the pressures of 
life become so overbearing that my confidence wavers. I need help. I 
need a new environment for myself and my family. 

I've made two contacts ·whom I really believe want the latter rain of 
truth. The first is my grandfather who visited from . I found 
out that he's been a S.D.A. for thirteen years. This man who is 70 years 

. old has expressed his willingness to study the Rod. 
Too, I met a Brother and Sister __: ___ who were visiting from 

England. They were also excited and welcomed. the thought of having 
someone visit and study with them over there. (New York) 
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The "Hat Woman" 

Praise the Lord that I can remit again to the storehouse. I hope the 
work is pressing forward and that many souls will be gathered in. 

One of the ladies at the table who gave out the Bibles and notebooks 
asked me about wearing a hat at church all the time. She called me the 
"hat woman" because !usually wear my brown hat aU the time and this 
time I had on a green one. I told her it was in the Bible, and she said she 
wasn't aware of it. I will give her the reference when the time is ripe. 

I think I told you how the minister turned around face on the issue. 
No Halloween parties this year because of Friday night, but they may 
have one anyway if the Pathfinder leader gets it up or some others that 
always push the pagan holidays. (Midwestern U.S.) 

A Great Honor To Be ~ Davidian 

It is a great honor to be a Davidian Seventh-day Adventist, as Mat
thew 22:14 says, "Many are called, but few are chosen"; and as God has 
called me "out of darkness into His marvelous light." 1 Pet. 2:9. 

I've received my first Bashan TIDINGS and it is wonderful, especially 
to hear that the Rod is being taken to an parts of the world. I've received 
many tracts and only two Timely Greetings. Please send more, (Eastern 
U.S.)IIl 

THE VOICE OF LO~RUHAMA.H AND LOmAMMI 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

Wants Personal Messmge From Brother Houteff 

(Excuse me, this is a salvaged postcard.) 
What does Brother Houteff have to say to me, personally, "from the 

Lord"? (Colorado) 

Indignant No-longer .. Miss" 
Doesn't Enjoy Receiving Unsolicited Mail 

I have not been a "Miss" for more than 16 years and I do not enjoy 
receiving unsolicited tracts in my maiL 

Take my name OFF your mailing Hst. (Tennessee) 

Unwanted, Unasked For 

Return to Sender. 
(Unwanted and Unasked for). (Canada) 

Identify You1·selves% 

The people whose names are on these labels wish their names to be 
removed from your mailing list. When the writers of the articles are not 
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willing to identify themselves, we are not willing to spend our time read
ing them. (California) 

The Holy Ghost Speaking! 

We request that you move the following names from your mailing 
list. The Holy Ghost told me to get this error out of my home. Demons 
go with error--you all need to go out and win souls if you have such light 
as you say. (Georgia) 

Doesn't Mention Bible 
Wants Nothing to .Do With a Cult 

Will you please take my name off of your mailing list. The Bible isn't 
mentioned once at alL I don't want anything to do with a cult. Revela
tion 22:19-ptease read in the Word of God, the Holy Bible. (Tennessee) 

Poor Martha! 

In answer to your letter, I just don't get anything read-with the out
door and indoor work to do and I make quilts for my grandchildren and 
the Dorcas and save a few minutes each .day for the Sabbath School 
lesson study. So please take my name off the mailing list. (Missouri) 

Sabuuic Materials-Non~profit-How Tme! 

I'll thank you and your organization to never bother me again V~.vith 
your satanic materials. 

I do feel sorry for you people. 
I see that your postage stamp reads "non-profit organization"

How tme that is! (Georgia) 

Compassionate Californian! 

Why waste your$$ to send things like this to S.D.A.'s? I'll give it to 
someone. But S.D.A.'s have these books ofE.G.W. Too bad for them if 
they don't read them. (California) 

Why? Wh;;;re? Wh11t? Why? Why? Why? 
Read Proverb§ 26:4 

As I read your material I had to laugh when I discovered that you are 
going the "old" name of Shepherd's Rod. I do remember Brother 
Houteff in Waco who was never going to die and had to be taken by the 
law and be buried because his wife said that he would rise on the third 
day. Of course he never came around and the rod sort of died out. 

You know, what puzzles me is that you want to win all Seventh-day 
Adventist people to your cause and you go about siphoning off the tithe 
money and dissidents that you can reap but you do not follow the 
Word of God and the Gospel commission to go to all the world and make 
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disciples of all men. You stick strictly to trying to win Adventist people. 
You see, dear ones, we in the church are not so concerned about the 

Baptists, Methodists, or Jehovah's Witnesses because we know that they 
could never sway any converted S.D~A. that is having an experience with 
Jesus Christ because they have no tmth, but what we are alarmed about 
is people who come with a measure of truth mixed with a measure of 
error, who discredit the brethren of the General Conference and try to 
siphon away at the church's tithes and members. Why are you not trying 
to win the world to your doctrines? Why just S.D.A. people? Why run 
down the leaders in order to lift yourselves from the pits of disobedience? 

. Where is your personal relationship with Jesus Christ? Why are you not 
promoting truth instead of trying to reveal error? Truth will stand and 
error will fall. Uphold Jesus and truth and error will take care of itself. 
Some of us still remember the old Shepherd's Rod from Waco, Texas, 
and you are not helping yourself by taking that name. ·(South Dakota) 

Curiosity Killed the Cat 

It was mostly out of curiosity that I sent for your literature. Now hav
inghad a chance to read some of it, I request that our name be removed 
from your mailing list. 

The Sanctuary message and Spirit of Prophecy I have given less atten
tion. Perhaps that wm change some day, for my heart is open to the 
Lord's leading and voice. 

I see the apathy within the church and it is a great concern to· me. I 
think part of the problem is that Adventists don't realize that there is a 
big difference between being a Seventh-day Adventist and being a Chris
tian. 

We don't need doctrinal debates or emphasis right now. We need to 
keep our thoughts and energies focused on Jesus. I believe God would 
have me stay right where I am for now. 

You suggested that I test the spirits to see whether your movement is 
from God or not. I must say with kindness that I don't think you are be
ing led by God. God forgive me if I am wrong. I can only make this judg
ment on what I read and perceive. (Maryland) 

Ha!il Pity on Junk Mail. Not on Sonl 

Please remove my name from your mailing list. You are wasting 
material and postage and crowding the junk mail that already poses a 
problem. (Tennessee) 

Anstra!hm Literature Burner 

The literature that came in this envelope was burned. All other 
publications from this publishing house or any from any. other . source 
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conveying the same type of message will suffer the same fate. 
Kindly remove our name from your mailing list. (Australia) 

Another Postal Antbodty Threatener 

Don't send this trash again. This is the second request we have made. 
The next will be a complaint to the postal services! We don't read this 
junk. (Missouri) 

Happy S.D.A. Apostate 

I am ltlO longer an Adventist, so please do not send me any more of 
your literature as I am of the Jehovah's Witnesses and happy for the 
truth. (Washington) 

85 Year Oldster Couldn't Recognize Voice of True Shepherd 
(Micah 6:9) 

I received your literature and my first impulse was to throw it in the 
trash. However, on consideration, I decided to tell. whoever reads this m.y 
experience with the Davidians. 

My sister; now deceased, was a Davidian. This grieved my mother 
and she would not study with my sister about it. 

I felt I would be safe to study the Bible with her. The day we were to 
study I went into my room and knelt down and prayed for God's 
guidance. And the "still small voice" "Hold fast that thou hast 
that no man take thy crown." 

Then I went to study with my sister. She began reading the texts and 
instead of trying to convince me, she sounded unconvinced herself. 

Later God placed me in the home of a new S.D.A. The same day a 
Davidian was to study with my friend, and I was able to help her see that 
the Davidians do not have the truth. 

So think about it, friend, and pray and let God lead you back into the 
mainline S.D.A. We are so near the Kingdom. 

I am 85 years old. (Califomia)lil 

GOD~s ANSWER· 

Much that perplexes us in our Christian experience is but the answer 
to our prayers. 

WE PRAY FOR PATIENCE and God sends tribulation; for tribulation 
worketh patience. Rom. 5:3-5. 

WE PRAY FOR SUBMISSION and God sends suffering; for we.learn. 
obedience by the things which we suffer. Heb. 5:8. 

WE PRAY FOR UNSELFISHNESS and God gives us opportunities to 
sacrifice ourselves thinking 011 the things of others, and by laying 
down our lives for the brethren. Philip. Matt. 27:42; 1 John 3:16. 
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e WE PRAY FOR VICTORY and the of the world swoop down upon 
us in a storm of temptation; for "this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith." 1 John 5:4. 

WE PRAY FOR STRENGTH AND HUMILITY and some messenger of Satan 
torments us until we lie in the dust crying for its ren10vat 2 Cor. 12:7. 

WE PRAY FOR UNION WITH JESUS and God severs natural ties, and lets 
our best friends misunderstand us and seem indifferent to us; and calls 
on us to walk "alone." Isa. 51:2; 63:3. 

WE PRrW FOR LOVE and God sends suffering and puts us with 
apparently unlovely people, and lets them say things which rasp the 
nerves and lacerate the heart, for love suffereth long and is kind, love is 
not impolite, love is not easily provoked. Love beareth, believeth, 
hopeth, and i::ndu:reth all things. Love never fails. 1 Cor. 13:4-8. 

WE PRAY FOR LIKENESS TO Jesus and the answer is, "I have chosen 
thee in the furnace ·of affliction. Can thine heart endure or can thine 
hand be strong? Are ye able?" Isa. 48:10; Ezek. 22:14; Matt. 20:22. 

And in the furnace He melts us into something of His own tenderness 
and gentleness and teaches us how to bear one another's burdens and 
how to live to make intercession for the sick and the sorrowfuL Gat 
Heb. 7:25; Eph. 6:18. 

But this is only the transitory side. There is an everlasting reward of 
praise and honor and glory at the coming of Jesus Christ. 1 Pet. 1:17. 
"For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the 
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are n(Jt seen are eter
nal." 2 Cor. 4:17, 18.-Abbie C. Morrow Brownflll 

A STORY OF THREE TREES 

Three trees grew on Lebanon's slopes 
Near Judaea's once-goodly land. 
And they knew not their soaring hopes 
Were only like so many ropes-

of disintegrating sand. 
For they dreamed of that Great Day when 

The axe-men would surely come 
And take them to be used of men; 
--The thriving arts and marts of them 
Who were under the yoke of Rome. 

Each tree knew what he. wish'd to do 
When he reach'd his maturity. 
So they made and dreams anew; 
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The forest 

-The fallers came and pass'd them by 
Because they were not of the best. 
-They linger'd long and wonder'd why 
They were despis'd by (the) builder's eye, 
For they knew they could pass the test. 

The first would fain a Palace grain, 
Or at least a Triumphal Arc'. 
The second-sail the bounding main, 
And nobly deck a flagship 
Or, better, grace a Royal Bark. 

The third, mindful a higher thing
A holy synagogue, no less! 
-The steeple part (a bell to ring), 
Like God's finger, the Way pointing 
For all mankind to richly bless. 

They were past prime when came the day 
That there was of wood a great dearth; 
The woodsmen took them anyway, 
The haulers carried them away. 
For whatever they might prove worth. 

What of the first tree, ye ask? Oh! 
It was quite obvious to all 
That no monarch would e'er bestow 
His favor on its poor grain. Ho! 
To adorn e'en his stable's stall. 

A small inn-keeper bought it cheap 
And builded a livery barn. 
The poor old tree could barely keep 
From wishing it would sorely weep 
At its disgrace and mute alarm. 

Ah; yes! Many dull years there were 
Which the old tree had to endure 
While the lower beasts huddled there; 
The "triumph arch": the entrance where 
The only laurel was manure. 

But wait! There came to that same inn 
Two trav'lers at the close one day, 
And many had already been 
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10m: could not move _ 
!Yt;~AIJI:'Ii.l! her down in 

t1age1mitrv of that fair 
.... ,_~ ... ,n.w of that mom! 

who held court there 
and bare 

was born. 
the 

.As it saw them lea:ve in the rain: 
That with boards so 
That blood there with its virgin 
Mark'd where Prince of Peace had 

A t1shen:nar1 .iVUli\.HJ\1'& for " 
Took hmne with hhn the second tree. 
And fashkJn'd a cmde _ 
And dream'd of the catch he would 
With his strong nets in Galilee. 

Then this tree's heart sank in dismay 
As it remember'd its proud 
--Until a that way, 
And a listn'd all that 
While the 

to snore! 
A storm arose~-the tried boat knew 
It could never ride this one out. 
Never, with such a crew-
The wild winds' furies blew and 
And then came a shout! 

It seem' d certain the boat was niL . 
And 

Stranger woke, cried "Peace! Be still!" 
-And the wind and the waves died down; 
-The old tree then was proud, sooth, 

its every thriUed 
· As it recalled its boastful 
--Though it came to an end uncouth 

31 
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Its fairest dream had been fulfill'd. 

The third tree and its early dream'! 
Alas! It was least of them all. 
So dwarfed and gnarled that it would seem 
No builder ever chose its beam, 
And the years pass'd over its falL 

'T'il one day in Jerusalem 
There was need of a heavy pole 
That one could carry to a grim 
Place. And there they crucified Him
And saved a 1.miverse its soul! 

-Alton Barret Jacobs II 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
The following edited questions and answers are taken from Brother 

Houteff's material for The Nos. 6 & 7. 

Question No. 177: 

I am trying to care more for the things of Heaven and less for the 
things of but in some things I am not absolutely sure where 
precisely to draw the line. I do not want either to lag behind or to run 
ahead. How can I know just how far to 

Answer: 

A faithful, earnest prayer for of duty and for grace to per-
form it, is the only resort that never fails to bring perfect understanding 
of what one should do, along the power to do it, if after prayer, one 
stops, looks, and listens until one hears the Spirit speaking deep down in 
his heart: "Follow Me," "This is the way, walk ye in it." Isa. 30:21. 

Should you, in driving to a certain city, via a certain highway, come 
to a crossroad, but see no sign indicate a tum to the right or to the left, 
then you should understand that the only safe thing to do is to keep on 
going straight ahead. Should you deviate from this rule, you would 
doubtless find yourself on the wrong track. So it is with our following the 
Lord's directions as to the way .we should go and what, exactly, we 
should do. If we do not have His directions, then we should ask Him for 
them, then follow them carefully when we get them. If we already have 
them, we should follow them without hesitation or deviation-without 
either fear or self-interest. 

The Lord's wayma.rks are to be recognized by the simple sign, "Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of Heaven and all these things shall be added unto 
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thee." The Lord's way wm invariably be the one in which you can ac
complish more for the Kingdom rather than for self. 

While ''the way of man is not in himself: and not in man that walketh 
to direct his steps" (J er. 10:23), wonderfully su.re is the Lord's counsel: 

"Trust in the Lord with all thine and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths." Prov. 3:5, 6. · 

''The Lord is nigh unto ail them that call upon Him, to all that call 
upon Him in truth." Ps. 145:18. 

"Cause me to hear Thy loving kindness in the moming; for in Thee 
do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up 
my soul unto Thee. Teach me to do Thy will; for Thou art my God: Thy 
sp1rit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness!' Ps. 143:8, 10. 

"Butter and honey shaH he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil 
and choose the good." Isa. 7:15. 

Questi«m No. 178: 

Your Tract No. 5, The Final Warning, page 35, explains that the 
seven seals and the seven trumpets parallel each other, a trumpet follow
ing a seal, like the needle the shuttle. But how can that be since, as the 
chart shows, there are only three seals as against four trumpe;ts, before 
the cross'/ 

Answer: 

As viewed in the light of the passage in question, the seals and the 
trumpet charts do appear, upon critical observation, to present a discrep
ancy in chronologically paralleling the periods of the seals and the periods 
of the trumpets. That this apparent discrepancy is simply apparent and 
not real is quickly seen from the fact that though the seals-chart places 
the syJ;nbolism of the fourth seal after the cross, the chart could just as 
well place the symbolism before the cross, for the obvious reason that 
Rome, the power which the fourth seal-symbolizes, persecuted God's 
people even before the birth of Christ. With the Roman persecution thus 
extending over a period of time, from before to after the cross, the chart 
could not show, at the same time, both the pre-cross and the post-cross 
time-application of the symbolism. It must therefore be realized that 
because of mechanical impossibility the chart is unable to show the full 
historical time--span of the symbolism. Hence it must be understood not 
as it appears but as it actually is--part before and part after the cross. 

Moreover, one must not literalize in the absolute the-needle~and-the
shuttle illustration in every respect, for the star which fell at the sounding 
of the third trumpet is symbolical of the Bible, God in the Word, and the 
star which fell at the sounding of the fifth trumpet, is symbolical of 
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Christ, God in the flesh, Who was, is, and is to be-Truth . that never 
ceases to be present Truth. The needle-and-the-shuttle illustration is not 
constructed to point out this all-significant singular irregularity, itself the 
hallmark of Divine design rather than the result of human shortsighted
ness . . 

The difference in the number of seals anti the number of trumpets 
before the cross is in actuality no discrepancy at all but, rather, is a 
deliberate, purposive, singular irregularity, for the star which fell at the 
sounding of the fifth trumpet is symbolical of Christ, God in the flesh, in 
each form (both in Word and in Flesh) the Everlasting Truth-Truth that 
never ceased to be present Truth-thus purposively anomalous to the 
messages that are represented by the rest of the trumpets and seals. 

Thus that which on the surface appears to be a damaging inconsist
ency, underneath proves to be a reinforcing singularity, profound yet 
simple, and one which humbles the heart once more to remember the 
Lord's counsel: " My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways, My ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your 

· thoughts." ·lsa. 55:8, 9. 
Finally, the irregularity shows that the Bible and the Lord-the written 

and the living Word-are the very source of every message, the Store
house of the Whole Truth, and that, therefore, rather than their being 
but an integral part of the whole truth, every truth is but an integral part 
of them-the Lord and the Bible. 

"As Inspiration unrolls the scroll, it is, of course, but to be ex
pected that it will find us surprisingly ignorant of many things-the 
very reason that it unrolls. If we, therefore, fail to exchange our 
ideas for the Lord's, then what hope is there for us ever to become 
enlightened and fitted for eternity? Our .ideas are to fall flat, and 
the Lord's prophecies are to stand 'high and lifted up.' Our duty is 
to prove God's Word correct rather than to hold tenaciously to our 
preconceptions and misconceptions until God Himself steps in and 
puts us to ·shame."-lTG 13:7:3. 

Question No. 185: 

Do all S.R.S.D.A.'s come to Waco to live? 

Answer: 

No, not all the S.R.S.D.A. 's come to live on Mt. Carmel. Only those 



VOLUME 3, NUMBER 1 35 

who are needed for the work to be done are here. [Likewise now, only 
those who are needed in the work here come to Bashan.] 

Question No. 187: 

In view of the fact that the Scriptures say, "Cry aloud, spare not, lift 
up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew their transgression, and 
the house of Jacob their sins" does it not mean we are to do 
everything we can to point out everyone's sins and to them to 
repent? 

Answei!': 

While the does command us to show God's people their 
sins, it does not say to compel them to do anything. 

Moverover, the terms "My people" and "the house of Jacob" in
clude us all. We should therefore cry even louder to ourselves than to 
others, 

Futhermore, it does not mean for us Davidians to engage in the habit 
of discussing anyone's shortcomings. It means that we are to study and 
teach the lessons Truth sets forth. Our listeners will then for themselves 
see what is required-what to depart from and what to hold on to. This 
will avoid all chances of offenses; and aU who study Truth with intention 
to profit can then for themselves see their sins as we have seen ours; thus 
they will be urged by the Spirit within, rather than by our demands, to 
amend their ways. 

Criticism without the remedy-the remedy which only the message 
offers-is harmful rather than helpful. To prove to persons that they are 
really sick and dying, and yet not try to offer them any word, either of 
relief or consolation, is a species of cruelty and will not make them well 
but rather the more m. The message from God is the only force that has 
the rebuke, the remedy, and the power. Our bare criticism can only make 
them the more hostile, create enemies, scatter, and destroy. 

Que:stion No. 191: 

Should we teach that the slaughter will begin in March on a Wednes
day? This was taught by certain ones before last March [at Carmel], and 
now some dear souls have become disgusted with the message and quit 
coming to our services. 

Answ.er: 

'Since nowhere in the publications is it to be found that the slaughter 
will begin either in March or on a Wednesday, it is to be reiterated that 
one should give unquestionable credence to nothing one hears, and 
should believe and teach only that which is "written. " 
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Questiol!l No, 199: 

Would you kindly Isaiah 32:8; 14:20? It is introduced in Tract 
No. 8, Mt. Sion at the Eleventh page 90, and we cannot seem to 
understand it. 

Answer: 

With reference to Isaiah 32:8; 14:20, the tract (No. 8) shows that a 
righteously liberal person spends his time devising ways and means to 

and to bless others: thus his liberalism upholds him-causes him to 
"stand!' On the other hand, a churlish person seeks only to gratify and 
please himself, and: he shall be rewarded accordingly. Then will the peo·· 
ple awake to the extent that "the vile person shaH be no more called 
liberal, nor the churl said to be bountifuL" Isa. 32:5. 

Question No. 200: 

I am attending the.young peoples' meetings at the church here and I 
am asked to take part in their di.fferent organized bands. It seems that 
they have no knowledge of the message and that no prejudice has been 
caused to arise in their hearts. So I am wondering, since I am come in a 
closer connection, gaining their confidence and, at the same time, look
ing for every opportunity to tell them about the truth, if it would be 
advisable for me to take in the things ask me to do? 

Answer~ 

We see no reason that you should decline to take in the services if 
you are asked to do so, so long as involvement does not occasion or 
present any of truth and 

By cooperating in every way possible, you wm not your brethren 
occasion to think you are different or uninterested. What they see in your 
example may well be a ''savor of life unto life'' to someone. 

Question No. 204: 

I am a little confused concerning The Book No. 5, page 
39, "What l\bout Communion Service?" I cannot quite convince myself 
of dropping this ordinance from Davidian ranks as the Rod 
seems to command. 

The Desire page states that at such meetings we are 
energized His presence, and mentions that hands may even 
administer the ordinance. Yet Christ is there to minister to His children. 
AU who come with their faith fixed upon Him wm be greatly blessed, and 
"all who neglect these seasons of divine privilege will suffer loss." 

I am very serious about this present-truth message with the 
Master's help, am definitely trying to so arrange my life as a Davidian 
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and, hopefully, one of the 144,000. I am not satisfied with my present 
condition, and have found an abundance of truth and light in the Rod, 
tm.t The Desire of Ages, page 656:4, §eems to be a very clear statement 
that the Spidt of Prophecy is warning-against the forsaking of this 
ordinance. Thus I am desirous of your giving me a more definite proof 
that of a certainty it is a safe thing to do. 

There have been many times that this particular article has come up as 
we have talked prest:nt truth to the Seventh-day Adventist people and even 
in my own family circle, and I need sound proof as to what I must do. 

Answer: 

Regarding the communion service, a carefuheading of The Answerer, 
Book No. 4, pages 32, 33, should make clear to you that the message 
does not teach that this ordinance is to be discontinued; rather only that 
the time has not yet come for it to be . instituted among Davidians, 
themselves, separate from the Denomination; and that therefore we are 
atill to participate in the communion service with our brethren in the 
church. 

This, along with the instruction given in the The Answerer, Book 
No. 5, pages 39, 40, and in The Symbolic Code, VoL 12, Nos. 6 & 7, 
reflects all the light at present on the subject. The Code passage states: 

"John the Baptist preached repentance and baptism to show that 
they were in sin and needed to repent and converted. We do not have 
the Lord's Supper among us now because we are not ready for it. We are 
still sinners, not yet clean. But now is the time we are to repent if we ever 

and when we do have the Lord's Supper among us it will denote as 
much as did John's baptism. But if we are ever to partake of it among 
ourselves we must first repent, we must bi clean. Since we as Adventists 
have been in the habit of celebrating the Lord's Supper, it is dear that 
our not having this ordinance among us for the time being signifies that it 
is a temporary restriction peculiar to us. In order for us to become ready 
for this ordinance something must take place!'-12 Code 6 & 7, p. 9. 

"In our study of this prophecy [Isa. 52; Nab. 1: 15] we learned that 
this happens when the Assyrian falls, but the Lord's call to the church in 
Isaiah 52 to awake comes_ first. After she awakes sh~ is to behold 
something and she is to do something. What is she to do? She is to keep 
her solemn feasts; She is to perform her vows. From this we understand 
that at the close of the Assyrian period and in the time when the. wicked 
no longer will be in the church, God's people in it are to keep· their 
solemn feasts and perform their vows. The Lord,.._s Supper being one of 
the solemn feasts, it will be celebrated next in time when the wicked are 
no more to pass through t.he church.''-Id., p. 12:1. 
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Question No,. 243: 

Some brother could not understand why we should not be keeping the 
Lord's Supper once a year-doing as much as we see to do, rather than 
saying that we will do nothing about it until we can do an concerning iL 

Answer~ 

The brother may receive enlightenment concerning our reason for not 
ordaining in our midst the Lord's Supper by your telling him that it is 
better to do nothing at all than to do a strange thing. If Nadab and Abihu 
and Uzzah would have done nothing, they would have lived and thus 
been better off than to do what they did. ''It is the very essence of an 
right faith to do the right thing at the right. time."-6T 24:3. 

So until light is received concerning the correct observance of· the 
Lord's Supper, and the tim.e to ordain it among us, far better to leave it 
alone. 

Question No. 246: 

Sister White says: "Cheese should never be introduced into the 
stomach.''-2T 68:1. Please give me aU the light you have on this sub
ject. 

Answer: 
Your puzzlement concerning Sister White's statements about the use 

of. cheese may be resolved by your taking into consideration that the 
classifications of food and the evidences on which Sister White based her 
-statements was the information of the health authorities in her day. 
Thus, if the information the health authorities had in her day was cor
rect, then what she says must be enduring. But if not, then the health 
authorities of today must be consulted. That is what she herself recom
mends in her statement, "Our workers should use their knowledge of the 
laws of life and health. They should study from cause to effect. Read the 
best authors on these subjects, and obey religiously that which your 
reason tells you is truth." -CH 566:3. 

Her instruction that we consult the best health authorities of the day 
in which we are living, in itself shows that she did not originate the 
classification of foods and their nutritional value for table use. If she had 
received from Heaven light on cheese and certain other products, she 
would not have told us to consult the best earthly health authorities. 

Moreover, since the health authorities in her had only developing 
knowledge on the question, and since the health authorities in our day 
have greatly advanced in such knowledge, and since she instructs us to 
consult them, then we had better do what she says if we are to be consist~ 
ently obedient to her ,.,,..;y; ... .,.., 
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Question No. 255: 

Please harmonize your teaching concerning the pre-millennia! King-
dom.of 24:27. 

Answer: 

The pre~millermial Kingdom is nothing more than the Church, (the 
Israel of today) purified-hence the Church Triumphant, the saints set 
apart from the world, without a sinner- amcmg them, sanctified unto 
Christ, and living under a theocracy similar to that in the days of Moses 
and in the days of David. All this is seen in the following scriptures: Hos. 
3:4, 5; Ezek. 36:24-28; Isa. 11:11, 12, 16; Isa. 60:21, 22. 

Question No. 256: 

What is the "hour" of Revelation 11:13? 

Answer: 

The antecedent of the word "hour" in this reference is the hour 
which the two witnesses ascended into Heaven. Evidently from this, 
Sister White's application of its taking place when the Bible Society 
began circulating the Bible widely was but the beginning of fulfilling this 
prophecy" Us climaxing hour will be during the Eleventh Hour when the 
Bible truly wm be exalted, after the Church has been purified. 

Question No. 162:. 

Please explain how we must figure our tithes in the following case: 
We understand that interest is considered income, or profit. If one is 
paying out as much interest on a new home as one is getting for property 
that has been sold, or is paying out more than amount, iust how 
should the tithe be reckoned? 

,.Answer: 

If, in such a case, the money with which the first property was pur
chased was tithed, the· property then was sold and another property was 
bought with the proceeds of the sale, there was no tithe to be paid except 
from any profit that accrued. from the transaction. If there was no net 
profit, there was no tithe to be paid. 

Question No. 264: 

Why is Dan accorded the portion in the land divided to the children 
of Israel, as marked out in Timely Greetings, Vol. 2, No. 42, page 38? 
And why is he not mentioned in Revelation 7 with the others in the seal-
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Answer: 

We do not know why this tribe is to have a portion in the Promised 
Land and why it is not mentioned in Revelation 7, As fai as we know, the 
Bible is silent regarding the reason. [All wm be wise to guard against 
accepting any of the mutually contradictory explanations on the subject. 
Humbly and patiently wait upon Inspirationto dear the question in God's 
own time.-M.J.B.] ill 

AN APPLE A DAY? 

It has been nine years since scientists at the Environmental Protection 
Agency first voiced concern that daminozide, a pesticide . sprayed on. 
almost 40 percent of the nation's apple crops, may cause cancer. In the in
tervening years, the agency has labeled daminozide a ''probable human 
carcinogen" and has said that eating foods treated with this chemical 
poses an ''unacceptable '' particularly for children, Yet the use of the 
pesticide continues, not only on apples but on peanuts, grapes, and small 
quantities of other fresh fruits and vegetables as well. 

Alarmed and outraged by the government's unwillingness to prohibit 
sale of daminozide, a leading enviromental group-along with state 

officials of Maine and New York-have recently petitioned the RP.A. to 
ban the chemical from food use immediately. A year ago, the agency had 
planned on its own to do that. But within a few months it reversed its 
decision, saying that more data would have to be collected in a "special 
review" before a final ruling could be made. In the meantime, it proposed 

.... ,., . .,.,.,,...,.the allowable limit for daminozide residues in raw apples from 30 
parts per millionto 20. 

Such interim measures are· ''wholly inadequate to protect the public 
health," says the Natural Resources Defense Council, the environmental 
group that filed the petition, Although it has not yet been demonstrated 
that the pesticide causes cancer in humans, the council points out that no 
less than five studies conducted between 1973 and 1984 provide evidence 
that dami:nozide, sold under the trade name Alar; is carcinogenic. 

The risks are particularly great for children, who generally eat much 
more applesauce and drink greater quantities of apple juice in proportion 
totheir size than adults, That not only exposes children to proportion
ately higher levels of daminozide (10 to 15 times more than adults, accord
ing to the council) but also exposes them to greater quantities of a sub
stance believed to be an even more potent carcinogen-UDMH, UDMH is 
a "breakdown" product of daminozide whose formation is accelerated 
when apples containing daminozide are heated, as they are for the pur
poses of making juice and sauce. 

The potential harm of and UDMH may be greater in 
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children than adults at any level because cells to cancer initiators 
early in life have more time to become actual cancers. In addition, children 
may be more sensitive to cancer-causing agents because new cells grow in 
their bodies at a relatively fast rate as their organs develop. The especial 
danger to infants and toddlers has led the American Academy of 
Pediatrics to write to the RP .A. requesting that the agency suspend the 
continued sale of daminozide. Food residues that appear to cause cancer, 
says academy president Martin H. Smith, M.D., offer "no benefits and 
certainly some risks to the health of American children.'' 

Unwilling to wait until the federal government determines whether or 
not it will take action, Massachusetts legislators have decided to ban the 
presence of daminozide in many foods by 1988. Similarly, Maine has 
moved to ban the chemical from all baby foods and other foods that 
undergo heat processing by October 1. New York is also- considering 
restrictions on daminozide use. 

Despite mounting pressure to stop the sale of the chemical, which is 
absorbed into fruit and cannot be removed by washing or peeling, the 
E.P .A. has decided to delay regulatory action until the completion of 
new tests, which could take years. But David Edelson, of the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, says that if the E.P .A. does not respond to 
the petition by Octobe:r, the petitioners will "seriously consider bringing 
a lawsuit against the agency" to ban the use of the pesticide.' 

Meanwhile, such manufacturing giants as Heinz, Beech Nut, and 
Gerber, are refusing to accept apples treated with daminozide for use in 
baby foods. Likewise, the producers of Mott's apple products, Veryfine 
apple juice, and Red Cheek apple juice have told farmers and suppliers 
that they will no longer be purchasing any apples to which this chemJcal 
has been applied. And Welch's has stopped using daminozide-sprayed 
grapes in its own products. Unfortunately, these moves by food manu
facturers do-not help the person shopping for fresh apples at the produce 
counter. There's no way to know whether they contain daminozide other 
than to request that the grocery store obtain the information from the 
wholesaler, distributor, or produce grower himself. And that might be 
easier said than done.--Tufts University, Diet & Nutrition Letter, Vol. 4, 
No.7, Sept. 1986, pp. 7, 8.111 

HOW MUCH DOES THIS MIRROR ME? 

A lot of Christians are like wheelbarroy.rs-not good unless pushed. 

Some are like canoes--they need to be paddled. 

Some are like kites-if you don't keep a string on them they will fly away. 

Some are like kittens-they are more contented when petted. 

Some are like footballs---you can't tell which way they wm bounce next. 
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Some are like balloons-full of wind and ready to blow up. 
Some are like trailers-they have to be pulied. 
Some are like neon lights-they going on and off, 
Others, letting the Holy Spirit lead them-are like a good watch; open 
face, pure gold, quietly busy and full of good works.-Anon.lll 

\VHAT YOU SOW, YOU WILL SURELY REAP 

Young me:nand women, you are accountable to God for the light He 
has given you. This light and these warnings, if not heeded, wm rise up in 
judgment against you. You have your dangers plainly stated. You are 
cautioned and guarded on every side, and hedged as it were, with 
warnings .... You have listened to the most solemn, heart-searching 
truths presented by the servants of God in demonstration of the Spirit. 
What weight have these solemn appeals upon your hearts, and what in
fluence do they have upon your characters? You win be held responsible 
for every one of these appeals and warnings. They wHl rise up in judg
ment to condemn your life of vanity, levity, and 

Dear young friends, that which you sow, you will also reap. Now for 
you is the sowing time. What will the harvest be? What are you sowing? 
Every word you utter and every act of your life is a seed which will bea1· 

or evil .fruit, which will result in joy ou· sm·row to the sower of the 
seed. As is the seed sown, so will be the crop. God has given you great 
light and many privileges 

Characters are warped by indulgence, flattery, and indolence, so that 
for this life they are useless. And if useless so far as this life is concerned, 
what may we for that life where an is purity and holiness, and 
where all have harmonious characters .... The only hope for this class is 
for them to take heed to their ways, and humble their proud, vain hearts 
before God, make confession of their sins, and be converted. 

Vanity in dress is a great temptation for the youth, as well as love of 
amusement. The sacred claims that God has upon us all are the whole 
heart, the whole soul, the whole affections" The answer some make to 
this statement is, Oh! I do not profess to be a Christian. What if you do 
not? Has not God the same claims upon you that He has upon the one 
who professes to be His child? Because you are open and bold in your 
careless disregard of sacred things, is your sin of neglect and rebellion 
passed over by the Lord? 

Every day that you disregard the claims of God, every opportunity of 
offered mercy you slight, is charged to your account, and will swell the 
list of sins you in the day when the accounts of every soul will be 
investigated. I address you, young men and women, professor or un
professor. God for your affections, your devotion, your willing, 
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cheerful obedience to Him. You have now a short time of probation, and 
you may now improve this opportunity to make an unconditional sur
render to God. 

Obedience and submission to God's requirements are the conditions 
given us the inspired apostle, by which we become children of God, 
members of the royal family. Every child and and every man and 
woman, has Jesus rescued by His own blood from abyss of ruin to 
which Satan was compelling them to go. Because sinners will not accept 
of the salvation freely offered to them, are they released from their 
obligations? Their choosing to remain in sin and bold transgression does 
not lessen their guilt. Jesus paid a price for them, and belong to 
Him. They are His property, and if they will not yield obedience to Him 
who has given His life for them, and if will devote their time and 
strength and talents to the service of Satan, they are earning their wages, 
which is death. Immortal glory and eternal life our Redeemer offers as a 
reward to those who will be obedient to Him. He has made it possible for 
themto perfect Christian character through His name, and overcome on 
their own account as He has overcome in their behalf. He has given them 
an example in His own life, showing them how they may overcome. 
"The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 

The claims of God are equally upon aU. Those who choose to neglect 
the great salvation offered to them freely, and choose to serve themselves 
and remain enemies to God, enemies to the self -sacrificing Redeemer, are 
earning their wages. They are sowing to the flesh, and will of the flesh 
reap corruption.-.:..Enen G. White, Pamphlets in the Conc.ordance, pp. 
201-204.iil 

1-IEALTH: WAVE 

CHILDBIRTH 

It is perhaps in the field of wom~n's 
ailments that the surgeon during the 
last century has reaped his richest har
vest. It would seem that the merest ex
cuse has been needed in the past to _ 
operate and remove from· countless 
thousands of women their organs of 
reproduction. Certainly surgery may be 
necessary in extreme cases, and as a last resort, but it is equally certain 
that a great deal of surgery can be obviated if the proper steps were taken 
at the right time and many so-called serious cases could be avoided by 
nrfW!"1 <->J and commOf.I-S(;;nSe treatment along natural herbal lines, 
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On average, the alotted span of woman is some years longer than that 
of her male counterpart. She many not be so physically strong as man, 
but she has much greater powers of endurance and suffering. The female 
of our species is designed to carry a greater burden and a greater physio
logical responsibility than the male. The supply of nutrition during the 
development of the embryo during pregnancy and the discomfort of carry
ing require a special temperament, although this need not, as so many 
people imagine, involve greater suffering. Indeed, childbirth and preg
nancy can be free from suffering, and if the childbirth is a natural one, 
and the mother is fit and healthy, then it wm also be a painless one. 
Pregnancy is not a disease and does not, as so many people seem to 
think, require any special treatment. Our race has prospered and 
multiplied not because of but despite the often barbarous regimens and 
treatments meted out to women during childbirth and labor. The many 
species of life besides our own are able to multiply and thrive without any 
intellectual help, and speCies only die out when interfered with and inter
rupted by influences outside them and beyond their control. They do not 
require the advice and attention of specialist gynecologists. They can and 
do survive very well without them. 

For a woman to have a comfortable and natural childbirth experience, 
it is first essential to make sure that the ordinary everyday natural laws of 
living are observed. Diet is of primary importance with adequate exer
cises and plenty of fresh air. A pregnant woman is not an invalid. In diet, 
account has to be taken of the fetus but this does not mean that 
the mother-to-be has to eat twice the amount of food in order to make 
sure that her baby is also receiving the right amount of nutrition for 
development. It does mean, though, that the quality of the food is of the 
utmost importance if the child when it is born will commence life with 
the best possible chance of survival and of being able to grow and 
develop as a normal, healthy individual in its own right. 

As mentioned in the on circulatory diseases, physiological 
iron [not inorganic iron] is one of the great factors in a woman's health 
during pregnancy. This being so, make sure that each meal consists of 
fresh, whole, natural foods. If a mental resolution is made and carried 
out that no food, unless it conforms to the definition of being fresh and 
whole, will be eaten, then a great deal of needless suffering will be avoided, 
and the mother-to·be can rest assured that her baby, when it arrives, will 
be sound and healthy, with every possible chance of survival and of 
growing into a healthy, balanced human being. Suppressive drugs of any 
kind are not only unnecessary, but are harmful, and must be avoided at 
all costs. On the other hand, the herbalist can offer some plant extracts 
which will be of great help and which will promote a happy and painless 
childbirth. Among these are the raspberry leaf. A tea can be made from 
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the dried leaves very easily and if this is taken regularly during pregnancy. 
most women can look forward to a completely painless birth. 

Take two ounces of the dried leaves obtained from any good herbalist 
[or from any healthy raspberry bushes] a.VJ.d simmer these in 1 Yi pints of 
boiling water for 20 minutes. Allow the whole to cool before straining 
ready for use. A wineglass fun of the tea should be taken three or four 
times daily between meals during the whole period of pregnancy for the 
best results. Make a fresh supply of this tea every two days or so. Never 
keep it too long.--Herbs. Health and Healing, J. Hewlett-Parsons.lil 

FOUR IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 

WHY HAVE A FELLOWSHIP CERTIFICATE? 

Question: 

Brother Bingham, as you know, I have been a believer in the David
ian message for over 15 years. I have always returned to the Lord a 
faithful first tithe and offerings. But I honestly can't see why I should 
hold a Fellowship Certificate. I feel that it is not necessary. As long as I 
believe the message and support it, as I do, I think that is sufficient. Am I 
wrong in thus believing? 

Answer: 

It is hardly conceivable that anyone who has supported the message 
with a faithful first and second tithe and is in !OOilfo compliance with all 
the requirements of the message would demur in applying for the Fellow
ship Certificate-would not eagerly desire to have what God eagerly 
desires one to have. 

Qualifying for and availing oneself of the Certificate of Fellowship is 
one of the high privileges the message confers upon the unreserved lOO«<Jo 
Bashan Davidian. The only understandable reason that suggests itself for 
one's demurring is that one does not want to return a second tithe to the 
storehouse and/or to comply with some other requirement or require
ments. And these are not, of course, acceptable reasons to God and, there
fore, are not redemptive considerations engendered of grace through 
faith. 

Inspiration affirms that "there is perfect order and harmony in the 
Holy City. All the angels that are commissioned to visit the earth hold a 
golden card, which they present to the angels at the gates of the city as 
they pass in and out." ~EW 39:2. 

'' ... I 10aw four angels winging their way to the gate of the city. They 
were ... presenting the golden card to the angel at the gate .... "-Id., p. 
37:1. 
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Certainly to finite 
to hold the Fellowship to be certified Association members, 
is far more immediately obvious and comprehensible than is His ·requir-

beings to hold admittance cards. 
But first and last. the most rational reason is that what God wants 

His children to have is what wm most want to have. 

INSPIRATION~S PERTINENT COUNSEL ON WILLS 

QmiJE!Stion: 

Please to us about wills. I know what the Spirit of Prophecy 
teaches but I think that if I don't include my children in the will, though 
all of them are out of the church, I wouldn't be to them. Perhaps I 
am wrong in this but I am honest with you and want you to know 
how I feel as a 

Answer: 

Since you know what the Spirit of Prophecy teaches, especially in the 
following counsels, then conscientiously and cheerfully do what the 
Spirit of Prophecy teaches ("We must follow the directions given 
through the of Prophecy., .. This wm save us from accepting 
strong delusion."-8T 298: of feelings or consequences. 

But be su.re you rightly understand what the Spirit of Prophecy is 
'"""'"'"~' then scrupulously abide by and God will be with you. 

pertinent counsel on the subject is 
set forth in the following testimonies: 

''Those who think to ease their consciences by willing their property 
to their children, or by withholding from God's cause and suffering it to 
pass into the hands of unbelieving, reckless children for them to 
squander or hoard up and worship, will ha.ve to render an account to 
God; they are unfaithful stewards of their Lord's money. They allow 
Satan to outgeneral thenx through these children, whose minds are under 
his controL Satan's purposes are accomplished in many ways, while the 
stewards of God's seem stupefied and paralyzed; they do not realize their 
great responsibility and the reckoning which must §hortly come. 

"I was also shown the inconsistency of those who profess to believe 
the truth withholding their means from the cause of God, that they may 
leave it for their children. Many fathers and mothers are poor in the midst 
of abundance. abridge, in a their own personal comforts 
and frequently deny themselves of those things that are necessary for the 
enjoyment of life and while they have ample means at their com-
mand. They feel as it were, to appropriate their means for 
their own comfort or for charitable purposes. They have one object 
before them. and that is to save orooertv to leave for their children. This 
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idea is so prominent, so interwoven with all their actions, that their chil
dren learn to look forward to the time when this property wm be theirs. 

"With the light of God's word so plain and clear in reference to the 
money lent to stewards, and with the warnings and reproofs which-God 
has· given through the Testimonies in regard to the disposition of means 
-if, with all this light before them, children either directly or indirectly 
influence their parents to divide their property while living, or to will it 
mainly to the children to come into their hands after the death of their 
parents, they take upon themselves fearful responsibilities. Children of 
aged parents who profess to believe the truth should, in the fear of God, 
advise and entreat their parents to be true to their profession of faith, 
and take a course in regard to their means which God can approve. 
Parents should lay up for themselves treasures in heaven by appropriat
ing their means themselves to the advancement of the cause of God. They 
should not rob themselves of heavenly treasure by leaving a surplus of 
means to those who have enough; for by so doing they not only deprive 
themselves of the precious privilege of laying up a treasure in the heavens 
that faileth not, but they rob the treasury of God. 

"Parents should exercise the right that God has given them .... If 
they have children who are afflicted or are struggling in . poverty, and 
who will make a judicious use of means, they should be considered. But 
if they have unbelieving children who have abundance of this world, and 
who are serving the world, they commit a sin against the Master, who has 
made them His stewards, by placing means in their hands merely because 
they are their children. God's claims are not to be lightly regarded .. 

"And it should be distinctly understood that because parents have 
made their win, this will not prevent them from giving means to the cause 
of God while they live. This they should do. They should have the 
satisfaction here, and the reward hereafter, of disposing of their surplus 
means while they live. They should do their part to advance the cause of 
God. They should use the means lent them by the Master to carry on the 
work which needs to be done in His vineyard. 

''Money left to children frequently becomes a root of bitterness. 
They often quarrel over the property left them and in case of a will, are 
seldom all satisfied with the disposition made .... Brothers and sisters 
who were at peace with one another are sometimes made at variance, and 
family dissensions are often the result of inherited means. Riches are 
desirable only as a means of supplying present wants and of doing good 
to others. But inherited riches oftener become a snare to the possessor 
than a blessing. Parents should not seek to have their children encounter 
the temptations to which they expose them in leaving them means which 
they themselves have made no effort to earn. 

parents make a mistake in placing their property out of 



48 BASHAN TIDINGS 

their hands into the hands of their children while they are themselves 
responsible for the use or abuse of the talent lent them of God. Neither 
parents nor children are made happier this transfer of property. And 
the parents, if they live a few years even, generally regret this action on 
their part, Parental love in their children is not increased by this course. 
Th-e children do not feel increased gratitude and obligation to their 
parents for their liberality" A curse seems to lay at the root of the matter, 
which only crops out in selfishness on the part of the children and unhap
piness and miserable feelings of cramped dependence on the part of the 
parents. 

"If parents, while they live, would assist their children to help them~ 
selves, it would be better than to leave them a large amount at death. 
Children who are left to rely principally upon their own exertions make 
better men and women, and are better fitted for practical life than those 
children who have depended upon their father's estate. The children left 
to depend upon their own resources generally prize their abilities, im
prove their privileges, and cultivate and direct their faculties to ac
complish a purpose in life. They frequently develop characters of in
dustry, frugality, and moral worth, which He at the foundation of success 
in the Christian life. Those children for whom parents do the most, fre-
quently feed under the least toward them. 

"I appealed to those who had means to use that means in the cause of 
God as His faithful and not leave this work for their children. 
It is a work which God has left them to and when the Master calls 
them to account, they can, as faithful stewards, render to Him that 
which He has lent them, both principal and interest. 

"Father X made a mistake. Had he confided more in his daughters' 
husbands, who loved the truth in sincerity, and had he been more willing 
to be helped by the advice of these men of experience, great mistakes 
might have been prevented. But this is the way the enemy generally suc
ceeds in managing matters in regard to the appropriation of means. 

''These cases mentioned were designed of God to be developed that 
all might see the effect of the deceitfulness of riches upon the heart. The 
result in these cases, which is apparent to all, should prove a warning to 
fathers and mothers and to ambitious children. The word of God defines 
covetousness as idolatry. It is impossible for men and women to keep the 
law of God and love money. The heart's affections should be placed 
upon heavenly things. Our treasure should be laid up in heaven, for 
where our treasure there will our heart be also."-3T 119-123, 130. 

"The servants of God should be making their wills every day, in good 
works and liberal offerings to God. should not al.low the amount 
given to God to be disproportionately small when compared with that 
appropriated to their own use. !:n making their wills thev will 
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remember those and friends that hold the largest place in their 
affections. Their best friend is Jesus. He did not withhold His own life 
from them, but for their sakes became poor, that through His poverty 
they might be made rich. He deserves the whole heart, the property, aU 
that they have and are. But many professed Christians put off the claims 
of Jesus in life and insult Him by giving Him a mere pittance at death. 
_ "Let it ever be kept in mind that the present selfish system of dispos
ing of property is not God's plan, but man's device. Christians should be 
reformers and break up this present system, giving an entirely new aspect 
to the formation of wills. Let the idea be ever present that it is the Lord's 
property which you are handling. The will of God in this matter is law. If 
man had made you the executor of His property, would you not closely 
study the will of the testator, that the smallest amount might not be 
misapplied? Your heavenly Friend has intrusted you with property, and 
given you His will as to how it should be used. If this is studied with an 
unselfish heart, that which belongs to God wm not be misapplied. The 
Lord's cause has been shamefully neglected, when He has provided men 
with sufficient means to meet every emergency, if they only had grateful, 
obedient hearts. 

"Those who make their wills should not feel that when this is done 
they have no further duty; but they should be constantly at work, using 
the talents intrusted to them, for the upbuilding ofthe Lord's cause. God 
has devised plans that all may work intenigently in the distribution of 
their means. He does not propose to sustain His work by miracles. He has 
a few faithful stewards, who are economizing and using their means. to 
advance His cause. Instead of self-denial and benevolence being an excep~ 
tion, they should be the rule. The growing necessities of the cause of God 
require means. Calls are constantly coming in from men in our own and 
foreign countries for messengers to come to them with light and truth. 
This will necessitate more laborers and more means to support them, 

"Only a small amount of means flows into the Lord's treasury to be 
appropriated to the saving of souls, and it is with hard labor that even 
this is obtained. If the eyes of all could be opened to see how prevailing 
covetousness has hindered the advancement of the work of God, and 
how much more might have been done had all acted up to God's plan in 
tithes and offerings, there would be a decided reform on the part of 
many; for they would not dare to hinder the work of advancing the cause 
of God as they have done .... A true spirit of self-sacrifice would be au 
argument for the reality and power of the gospel which the world could 
not misunderstand or gainsay, and abundant blessings would be poured 
upon the church. 

"I call upon our brethren to cease their robbery of God. Some are so 
situated that wins must be made. But in doing this, care should be taken 
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not to give to sons and daughters means which should flow into the 
treasury of God. These wills often become the subject of quarrels and 
dissensions. It is recorded to the praise of God's ancient people that He 
was not ashamed to be called their God; and the reason assigned is that 
instead of selfishly seeking for and coveting earthly possessions, or seek
ing their happiness in worldly pleasures, they placed themselves and all 
that they had in the hands of God. They lived only for His glory, declar
ing plainly that they sought a better country, even a heavenly. Of such a 
people God was not ashamed. They did not disgrace Him in the eyes of 
the world. The Majesty of heaven was not ashamed to call them breth
ren."·-4T 481-484. 

DAVIDIAN FUNERAL GUIDEUNES 

Question: 

I've that Bashan does not believe in having funerals anywhere. 
[If that were then what would Bashan do with one's remains!] I 
would like for you to tell us dearly what are Bashan's views concerning 
funerals. Also, it seems us that Bashan would have simple funerals, 
but how could we be expected to have the same out in the world where 
there are unbelieving living relatives who would want otherwise? We 
need some guidelines on this important subject. Please 

Ai'iswer: 

The clear, simple guidelines for Bashan Davidian funerals are to 
make them as simple, and inexpensive as possible, by omitting or 
minimizing floral expense as well as minimizing funeral and cemetery 
expen_S(!S. 

f'oliowing these simple guidelines depends, of course, upon the known 
wishes, requests, and specifications of the deceased, the city/county 
regulations, and the extent of cooperation of the one or ones responsible 
for the disposition of the remains. 

For Davidians, that disposition is burial, not cremation. 

AN APOCRYPHAl" STATEMENT 

·Many persons have thought that the well-known Joshua-Caleb state
ment, attributed to Sister White, and widely circulated for years among 
Adventists, vindjcates the belief that we would have been in the Kingdom 
within two years after the 1888, Minneapolis General Conference, had it 
been accepted. In full, here is the statement: 

•·•1 saw that Jones and Waggoner had their counter part in Joshua 
and Caleb. As the children of Israel stoned the spies with literal stones, 
you have stoned these brethren with stones of sarcasm and ridicule, I saw 
that you willfully rejected what you knew to be truth. Just because it was 
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too humiliating to your dignity. I saw some of you in your tents mimick ~ 
ing and making allmanner of fun of these two brethren. I also saw that if 
you had accepted their message, we would have been in the kingdom two 
years from that date, but now we have to go back into the wilderness and 
stay forty years!'-Written from Melbourne, Australia, May 9, 1892. 

Years ago, we learned from the Ellen G. White Estate that the state
ment was apocryphal, and since then we have urged all inquirers not to 
use it. Since, though, the use of it has continued, renewed enquiry has 
brought the following reply: 

"Dear Brother ____ , 

"Warren Johns, director of the Seminary Library here, gave your let
ter to me for response. You have asked for verification of a statement at
tributed to Ellen White that compares Jones and Waggoner to Caleb and 
Joshua, and that claims that we would have been in the kingdom within 
two years from the proclamation of their message (presumably at the 
1888 General Conference) if that message had been accepted then. 

"I appreciate your writing for verification. Aii too often people 
readily accept as genuine startling statements that. someone says Mrs. 
White made, without trying to determine for themselves whether the 
statement is really there. You will note on the sheet you sent (which I am 
enclosing with this letter) that there is no reference given such as you are 
familiar with in Ellen White's writings-no book, no letter number, only 
an indication that this was written, and the place and the date. The lack 
of an easily-verified reference is enough to make one suspicious, and it 
should. 

"In fact we have never found any such statement in the writings of 
Ellen White. I have searched for it personally without success. We have 
records of an of Ellen White's correspondence that is in our possession, 
so we can quickly tell exactly what letters she wrote on what days. I have 
not been able to find and verify the reference that you are interested in. 

"Evidently others before me have also tried and failed, because I note 
that this statement is referred to in Appendix C of the 3-volume Index to 
Mrs. White's writings. Appendix Cis a list of 'Apocryphal Quotations.' 
You will find it on page 3192, under the category of 'Pure Fiction.' It is 
right in the middle of the page. 

"Thank you for checking with us. We will try to be of help to you 
again if you should have occasion to call for it. May God bless you in 
your study. 

"Sincerely, 

William Fagal, Director 
White Estate Branch Office." 
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We hope that the foregoing assurance and previous similar assur
ances will obviate any further use of the statement by Bashan Davidians. 
The Rod message gains no credibility, and loses some, by Davidians' us
ing the statement in question. The Rod needs no support. Ill 

CHRISTIANS IN CRISIS 
TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE 

In spite of recent public rela
tions moves, there is yet a 
number of "prisoners of con
science" in prisons, labor camps, 
or psychiatric hospitals in the 
Soviet Union. While our prayer is 
that genuine progress wm be 
made toward real freedom in that 
nation, that ideal will not be ad- · 
vanced by ignoring present reali
ties. For this reason we are pre-

The only free press is 
underground. 

senting the following information This small press was dismantled 
concerning Adventist prisoners and smuggled into t~e Soviet Union, 
of conscience. Sadly' many pris- one piece at a time. 
oners or fugitives exist whose names or whereabouts we do not know. 
However, that must not discourage us from assisting in every way possi
ble those we do know. 

There are two basic groups of religious prisoners. One group consists 
of those sentenced for purely religious activities ~uch as- organizing 
meetings for worship or study, teaching religion to children, or printing 
religious literature. 

Speaking out has a terrible 
price" 

The coffin bears the remains of 
this young who mysteriously 
disappeared after the KGB broke into 
their home one night and who was later 
found secretly buried. 

The second group consists of 
those sentenced for other actions 
arising from their beliefs. This 
may include conscientious objec
tion or protesting human rights 
violations, including religious 
persecution. (Presumably, refus
ing to perform nonessential 
duties on Sabbath would fall into 
this category.) Some prisoners 
have been convicted on charges in 
both categories. 

Being sentenced for ''political 
offenses" sounds better to the 
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outside world than being imprisoned for "religious offenses." Political 
offenses may be "anti~Soviet agitation and propaganda" or "slandering 
the Soviet state and social order.'' The late Vladimir Shelkov was fre~ 
quently charged with such offenses because he criticized government 
control of the church and advocated true separation of church and state 
There is no God unless (as guaranteed, incidentally, in 
allowed and controlled by the Soviet constitution). Bibles 
tbe State. have even been branded .. anti

So, even the simplest, independent 
congregations have their Churches 
destroyed. (Kishinev, 1978). 

Soviet propaganda." 
A miscellaneous grouping of 

laws provides plenty of "non
religious" grounds for confining 
people. This includes offenses 
such as "organization of, or ac
tive participation in, group ac
tions which disrupt public 
order.'' This includes open-air 
baptism or assembling for wor
ship after being locked out of a 
church. Such unlawful assemblies 

may also be considered "resisting a policeman." 
"Hooliganism" and "parasitism" are two other popular charges. 

"Malicious hooliganism" would include peaceful demonstrations and 
other nonviolent actions. "Parasitism" (comparable to vagrancy) is used 
against Christians who cannot find work because of discrimination or 
who are unofficially supported as pastors. The penalty is two years in 
prison or two years of "correctional tasks.'' 

A new law which took effect in 1983 authorizes the prosecution of 
prisoners for violating camp rules. There are numerous rules of conduct, 
and while officials often overlook minor violations, they can use them to 
keep someone in prison indefinitely if they wish. (Try asking for Sab
baths off in a labor camp.) Christian prisoners are known to have been 
prosecuted for "slander ofthe Soviet state and social system," for exam
ple, simply for discussing the reasons for. their arrest with other 
prisoners. 

In a future issue we will discuss various types of confinement (labor · 
camp, prison, psychiatric institution) and conditions there. 

HOW TO CONTACT THE SUFFERING CHURCH 

We urge you to adopt a systematic approach to writing these letters. 
They can be brief and, of course, should be devoted simply to a word of 
Christian encouragement without any mention of . political matters or 
persecution. Unfortunately, you cannot expect any reply to these letters. 
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(If you do receive a reply, we would be most interested in seeing it.) This 
means you will be working against a law of psychology that we tenc! to 
stop doing things that produce no discernible results. This is where we 
can manifest our love as a principle. We love Jesus although we have 
never seen Him. Let us love Jesus in the person of these despised, 
tormented, and slandered ones we have never seen and perhaps will never 
see this side of eternity. What if, through the indifference of God's 
people, these believers should Psychiatric prisons. 
become so discouraged they lose 
their·trust in Christ? 

How about setting asiden:t pe
riod of time ... for letter writing. 

If you write to the relatives of 
prisoners, they will find someone. 
to translate your letter. Letters 
sent to prisoners may not reach 
them, but the authorities who in~ 
tercept them wm take note of the 
·fact that individuals outside the 
USSR are concerned about this 

This is Oryol, one of a network of 
"Pyschiatric" prisons. People like 
Alar Kume are incarcerated here. His 

person. In the event that the pris~ crime.-Tryi~g to cross the border to 
oner is allowed to have the letter, freedom in !'forway. 
he or she may be able to find someone in camp to translate it. If not, it 
still is obvious that someone cares, and will bring tremendous encourage-
ment. 
Prison camps in USSR where 
thousand§ of Christians are 
kept captive. 

~ ~ .~ .·~· •• , \ . '!-' 
<·=::->.'~ 
17 ::·;;<- .- ~ 

In writing any letter, do NOT 
mention CHRISTIANS IN CRISIS 
or any similar organization. This 
could result in severe penalties 
for the recipient of your letter for 
supposedly having connections 
with an "anti-Soviet organiza
tiono" (Since persons on our list 
are_ already in trouble with the 

This map accompanies the author- Communist officials, a simple 
itative book "Christian Prisoners in word of encouragement can't get 
the USSR 1983/4" published by Kes- them into any more trouble, and 
ton College, England. The map shows if anything will improve their 
96 sites where prisoners listed in the treatment.) · 
book are detained. The Soviet Post Office will 
accept letters addressed in Latin characters, but please be sure to print 
very carefully. Copy the address exactly as given. Soviet addresses begin 
with the republic first, then the area, town, street, and finally the name 
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of the addressee. Write USSR at the very bottom to help your own post 
office. Place your name and address on the back of the envelope. This is 
normal practice in Europe or your letter will be conspicuous otherwise. 
(If you plan to travel to the Soviet Union, you may want to ask a friend 
to write on your behalf or use a 
pseudonym.) The best way to 
send your letter is by airmail with 
a reply card to make sure your 
letter has arrived. This costs 
more, of course, but is worth the 
investment. 

You may choose to send a 
postcard or a Christian greeting 
card. Choose one that is colorful. 
You may want to copy one of the 
following Russian greetings onto 
it. (If you live in a large metro
politan area you may find a store 
with seasonal Russian cards.) 

THE LORD PRESERVE YOU! 

WITH FRIENDLY GREETINGS 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Most children march to the 
party beat .. , 

... those who don't are arrested. This 
is a youth group, arrested by the 
Security Police, for -meeting in the 
woods. 

A Q xpaHU Bac r ocn.ogb! 

C gpy>Kec Ku M n pu 5e TOf''l. 

c Ho6biM rogoM! 

The following are two examples of the correct way to address your 
envelope: 

343212 DONETSKA YA OBL. 
G. SLA VY ANSK, 
UL KRYMSKAYA 
AKHTYOROVA RAISA ALEXEYEVNA 
USSR 

431200 MORDOVSKAYA 
TENGUSHEVSKY RAION. 
POS. BARASHEVO, 
UCHR. ZhKh-385/3-S. 
AKHTYOROV PAVEL ALEXEYEVICH, 
USSR 

The above information is taken from CHRISTIAN PRISONERS IN 
THE USSR: A STUDY BY KESTON COLLEGE. 
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In addition to writing to prisoners and their families, we suggest 
writing the following officials pleading for the release of particular 
prisoners. Mention only one prisoner letter, but feel free to write 
many times. Remember the importunate widow! (Luke 18:1-8.) Make 
your letters brief, specific (including prison address if known), and 
courteous. (2 Peter 2:11.) 

His Excellency .Mikhail Gorbachev 
Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the USSR 
The Kremlin 
Moscow 
USSR 
Salutation: Dear Mr. General Secretary 

K.onstantin JvL Kharchev 
Chairman, Council for Religious Affairs 
Smolvenskiy Bul'bar 11-2 
Moscow 
USSR 

Soviet Embassy 
1125 16th St. NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Ambassador Aleksandr Elonogov 
Permanent Mission of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist·Republics 
to the United Nations 
136 E. 67th St. 
New York, NY 10021 

If for any reason you wish to contact the American embassy in 
Moscow, simply write: American Embassy, Moscow, c/o Department of 
State, APO New York 09862. 

We encourage our readers to write letters on behalf of the following 
prisoners of conscience in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

is only a small part of the Soviet Union.} 
Information on the following names is given according to the follow

ing format: The first line gives the prisoner's fun name (ifknown) with 
suma!J.!e first, date of birth and role in his/her religious community. 

Each entry has four numbered sections; if a number is missing, it 
means the information is unknown. 

1. Next of kin; if married, number of children. Address of next 
of kin. 
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2. Details of arrest and circumstances relating to arrest. Details 
of trial and sentence. 

3. Labor camp, or address. 
4. d:rcumstances, for example medical conditions. 

The Church of True and Free Seventh Day Adventists broke away 
from the official Adventist Church i:n the USSR in 1928, accusing the of
ficial leaders of with the state, The Church has been 
neJrsecu1ted since then, its former leader, Vladimir Shelkov, having died 
in prison in 1981 after serving over 23 years in prisons and camps. The 
Church calls for full separation of church and state and is particularly 
critical of what it has named "state atheism." (15 prisoners.) 

ASTASHOVA, GAUNA PROKOPEVNA, born 1927 
2. Arrested 24/4/78 

Sentenced 9/1/79 under Uzbek Criminal Code 
arts. 154-2 an.d 155 to 
ordinary regime camp and confiscation of nrnn .. rh' 

for allegedly receiving bribes. 
3. Uzbekskaya SSR, g. 5, 

UYa-64/7 otr. 10. 

ATSUTA, ILYA LEONIDOVICH, born 1953 
L Sister: Nadezhda Leonidovna Kolesnichenko 

Odesskaya 
s. Bolshaya Dolina, u.l. Vostochnaya 19. 

2. Arrested 12/2/81 Ma:;.rJmum likely sentence five years. 
3. obl, Peschansky raion, 

pos. Trudovoi, uchr. IV-301/59. 

BEDAREV, GENNADI STEPANOVlCH 
1. Son: Gennadi Gennadievich Bedarev 

Azerbaidzhanskaya SSR., g. K:hachmas, uL Dzh. Mamedkulizade HI. 
2. Arrested firs-t half of 1984. 

Sentenced under Uzbek Criminal Code art. 191-4 for recording and 
distribution tapes of radio broadcasts. 

4. He is an invalid. 

BEI, VALENTIN VASILEVICH 
1. Wife: Anna Nikolayevna Bei 

Krasnodarsy Seversky raion, st. 
Novo-Dmitrevskaya, u.L Rechnaya L 

2. Arrested in Odessa in 1983 (?)and -charged with deserting 
the Soviet armed forces. 

CHEREMJSOV, IVAN born 1942, Pastor. 
1" 't:"'Iri£>_:~ nn~,.:1.L-- Petrovna Cheremisova (5 children) 
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2. Arrested 1984. Sentenced under Uzbek Criminal Code arts. 
14.5 and 220 and also for violation of regulations and allegedly 
taking away a car without consent. 

CHERNOUKOVA, R. Y"A\ .• 
2. Arrested in same case as Bedarev and Cheremisov. 

KONEV, IVAN _ALEXANDROVICH, born 1927, Pastor. 
2. Arrested 7 i7/81 in Sverdlovsk. Maximum likely sentence 5 years. 

KRIVOBERETS, TIMOFEI IVANOVICH, born 1940 
L Wife: Ydena Krivoberets (3 

SSR, obl 
uL Ch:apawe,ra 

2. Arrested 19/4/78 Sentenced March 1979 
under Uzbek Criminal Code arts. 197, 

155 and 70 to 8 years strict regime camp 
and 5 years exile. 

3. 625000 
g. uchro YaTs-34/1 "M". 

born 1925, Pastor. 
2. Arrested 1984 in YangiyuL He had been living in hiding. 

Sentenced 15/5/84 under Uzbek Criminal Code art. 191-4 and possibly 
for alleged of documents. 

4. President of Church of True and Free Seventh-day Adventists and 
author of a number of books. 

MURKIN, Mlk""H.A.H.::--rVANOVICH 
2. Arrested 1984 with his brother Alexei. Sentenced 15/5/84 

under Uzbek Criminal Cocle arL 191-4. 

NEVEROVA, POUNA TROFIMOVNA, born 1953. 
2. Arrested 6/3/81 in Kharkov. 

RATUSHNY, A.NATOU VASILIEVICH, born 1947, Pastor. 
2. Sentenced 30/6/81 to five years ordinary regime camp. 
3. 281428 Khmelnitskaya Khme!nitsky raion, 

s. uchL MKh~324/78-9-9L 

SHELKOV, VLADIMIR VLADIMIROVICH 
1. Siter-in-law: Anna Lepshina 

704200 Samarkandskaya 
g. Kattakunzan,. uL Leni.mmulskava 22. 

2. Arrested 1983 or early 1984. Sentenced to 5 years intensified 
regime camp for for allegedly overcharging for repair of 

4, Son of the late Adventist leader Vladimir Shelkov, 
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VASILCHENKO, VLADIMIR FYODOROVICH 
2. Arrested first half of 1984 after 2000 copies of religious books and 

brochures were found in the cellar of his home in Tashkent. Sentenced 
under Uzbek Criminal Code art. 191-4. 

VERBYAZH,ALBERT 
2. Serving sentence in ordinary regime camp. 
3. Vinnitskaya obL, Peschansky raion, Trudovoye, uchr. IV-301/59. 

SPALIN, RIKHARD ALBERTOVICH 
2. Not released as expected in August 1985. Rearrested in camp and 

charged under Art. 188~3 of RSFSR Criminal Code.-

RAKSHA, PAVEL, born 1948 
1. From North Caucas 
2. Arrested 1983 and tried under Art. 227 of RSFSR Criminal Code. 

regime camp. 
obL, g. Asino, uchr. YaU-114 2. 

4. Suffers from high blood pressure. 

SOVIET CHUI:tCH LEADER VISITS 
REVIEW AND HERALD PLANT 

By Arnold S, Phdou 

(Hagerstown, Daily Mail, October 30, 1986) 

A top Soviet leader visited the Hagerstown publishing operation of 
the Seventh·-day Adventist Church yesterday, praising the Adventists 
here and in Russia. 

!Constantin Kharchev, chairman of the Council of Church Affairs in 
the Soviet Union, flew to the Review and Herald Publishing Association 
plant for a brief tour after attending a religious conference in Minnesotao 

"I would like to convey to all Adventists present here or elsewhere a 
message of goodwill and good words from the Soviet Adventists~" said 
Kharchev, the third-highest cabinet member in the U.S.S.R. 

''And let me express my belief that the good relationship existing be
tween our peoples will contribute greatly to the course of mutual under
standing between the Soviet and American peoples, (and) create the 
climate of mutual trust," he said through an interpreter. 

trust is "of utmost necessity in a world of danger," he added. 
The visit, quietly through church leaders, should help Soviet 

Adventists because it win broaden Kharchev's view of Christianity's role 
in home, education and health care, a church official. said. 

The tour was Adventist world President Neal Wilson, 
who traveled to the U,S.S.R. earlier this year and met Kharchev. 
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Wilson's trip was timed to m:;1.rk the denmriination's 100th year of ex
istence in the Soviet Union. There are more than 40,000 Adventists in 414 
churches in the Soviet Union, among 184 countries with nearly five 
million Adventists worldwide. 

When Kharchev arrived in the U.S. last week, he accepted Wilson's 
invitation to visit the Review and Herald as well as the Shady Grove 
Adventist Hospital in Rockville. Wilson said he wanted to show Khar
chev the full dimension of the church, which is interested in not only the 
spiritual needs of but their intellectual and physical needs as well. 

After yesterday's quick, private tour here, Wilson introduced Khar
chev to the media as "not only an honored guest, but he is a friend." 

Kharchev was appointed recently by Soviet leader Mikhail Gor
bachev, and the council he heads has the "control, the supervision, the 
organization and the coordination of aU religious affairs in the Soviet 
Union," Wilson said. 

Wilson said the council's job is to ensure the Soviet peoples' right to 
freedom of conscience and worship. Not only does their constitution 
"offer it, but the honorable chairman protects that right," he said. 

Kharchev said he is to do just that. "We are making every ef-
fort in the Soviet Union to ensure and guarantee freedom of worship," 
he said. 

The council "has as its responsibility to ensure the laws on protecting 
religious freedoms are obeyed. There have been many representatives 
from the Adventist church that have visited the Soviet Union, and they 
have had a chance to witness that personally." 

~{}~ 

"AH things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them,'' Matt. 7:12. 

In compassion for those who are suffering for their faith behind the 
Iron Curtain, pray for guidance in reaching them with a letter of en
couragement. Prayerfully study the cases and instructions contained in 
the aforequoted issue of CHRISTIANS INClUSIS newsletter, TO RUSSIA 
WITH LOVE. Be exceedingly careful to let no critical note creep into 
whatever you are moved to write, and do not fail to carry out implicitly 
the instructions set forth in the letter. God bless your efforts to bless 
these incarcerated, suffering Christians in crisis. a! 
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LIST NO. 
NO, TiTLES LENGTH 

357 When Faith Is Tested ... Rejoice in Hope. . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
158 The Incarnation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
359 Today's Tmth ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
360 Putting All Sin ............. : . , . . .. .. .. . ... .. . 90 
361 Why I Adore Him . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . 90 
362 · The Angel of Revelation 18:1 and the Glory of-God.... ~0 

363 The Church-The Light ofthe World (Zech. 4} . . . . . . . 90 
364 The Blessing at the End ofthe 1335 Days . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
365 Inspiration's Admonition to Study 

Hebrews One and Two ................... : . . . . . . . . 90 
366 The King of the North and the King of the South . . . . . . 90 
367 ''Lovest Thou Me?" ................ :............. 60 
368 The -i'Let" That Hinders the Sheep from Feeding 

"in a Good Pasture" ... 0 •••• 0 •• , ••••••••••••••• 0 • •• 60 
369 With His Strange Work Behind He Enters Upon 

the "Work Before Him" (Isa. 62:1) .. 0 0 •••• 0. 0...... 60 · 
370 The Church to and Back from the Wilderness 

(Zech.6) ............ -............. ~-.o •••••••••••• 90 
371 The World in Crisis and God's Solution.............. 60 
372 ''Who Is This That Cometh from Edom, With Dyed 

Garments from Bozrah?" (Isa. 63) ......... : . .... , . . 90 
373 Satan's Subtle Seduction of the Mind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
374 Claiming God's Promises ..... o •••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 • • • 90 
375 Opportunity's Opportunity-Sieze It! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
376 Essential Qualifications for Service ..... , . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
377 Building Upon the Foundation of_God ..... 0......... ·oo 
Cost of Tapes: For U.S. and Canada: 30 minutes-.60¢; 45 minutes
.75¢; 60 minutes-$1.50; 90 minutes-$2.00. For overseas, please add 
$1.00 more per tape for postage. AU monies must be in U.S. currency.ll 

CARMEL 
IMPORTANT BULLETIN 

NOW NO LESS IMPORTANT 
BASHAN BULJ ... F:TIN 

The expenses for literature, the· hunters, and the buildings, besides 
our regular expenses, growing disproportionately larger all the time 
-much larger than our income. Every [Bashan] Davidian is therefore re
quested not to spend any more than absolutely necessary, and to try to 
contribute toward this work as much as possible. 
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Furthermore, all are asked to cooperate with the Institution, to check 
on themselves and to make sure that are not working for their· own 
interests but for God's.-THE GENERAL OFFICE, December 11, 1953. 

NOTICES 

VISITORS: The year past ended with all but one of the visitors' rooms 
being occupied. During the years Bashan has been established, 1986 was 
the first year we saw so many visiting the hill. With additional workers 
joining the work family here, we will not have an the several spare rooms 
as before. So if you are planning a visit, be sure to make reservation as 
soon as you finalize your It is not good, though, to venture to 
make reservations, then finally cancel them, as doing so not only pre
vents others from coming who could well have been in your place, but 
also creates problems for Bashan. 

In the years when Bashan had relatively few visitors it was no pro
hibitive burden to accommodate them and to assimilate the cost of food 
for them. But now that many more are accepting the message, resulting 
in greatly increased expenses both here and afield, operating costs have 
outstripped income, to the requisite development and building 
program to keep abreast the demanding needs of the work, thus making 
mandatory that Bashan cut all corners possible in order to make ends 
meet. The cost of printing alone has more than quadrapled over the past 
ten years, likewise is the cost of postage, with building materials and all 
other necessary materials keeping pace. 

Thus with the cost of food, clothing, electricity (save for the wood
burning stove, Bashan is almost completely electrified), dental and 
medical bills skyrocketing, Bashan is most regrettably forced to alter its 
open-arms effort to accommodate and feed visitors here. As we must 
keep the work going, we must therefore curtail expenditures on every 
hand. 

In addition to the pressing problem of curtailing expenses, housing is 
presenting a no less pinching problem. now, we have only three 
spare bedrooms to accommodate visitors; and these are now occupied at 
this late date. Come spring, summer, and autumn, we are facing severe 
expense and housing impossibilities, short of the obligatory curtailments 
which face us. So, Brethren, facing up to the situation which confronts 
us, we must secure the cooperation of all in cheerfully abiding by the 
following guidelines: (1) To make it possible for an to visit who wish to 
do so, each stay must necessarily be limited to seven days. (2) Reserva
tions must be sent in at least two months in advance. (3) Though there 
wm be no charge for room and accommodations, there wm have to be 
the following charge for meals: for three meals, Sunday through Friday, 
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and two on Sabbaths, $35,00 for and $20.00 for children six 
through eleven. (4) Oak House telephones will be available for -collect 
calls only, Bashan House are not to be used. spite of 
notices posted in each room, some visitors have made long-distance calls 
without reporting and paying for them.) All must be willing to par
take of Bashan's food, which is quite ample without private supplemen
tation. Bringing food items, including dairy products and additional 
fruits, is demmalizing and problem creating. (6) All Bashan believers 
who come will be expected cheerfully to abide by the dress standards as 
the message requires. As none will be burdened with charges for ac
comodations, all able-bodied visitors will be able to show their apprecia
tion by happily lending a helping hand for the advancement of the work. 
(8) The foregoing of visiting with workers working hours will be 
expected. 

Under these guidelii:ues, Bashan heartily welcomes visiting brethren. 
Now, from all at Bashan to aU abroad, go prayerful best wishes for 
encouraging days of progress ahead. Ill 

(AU brackets and parentheses, and an emphases in quotations, supplied if not 
otherwise indicated.) 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

7ABC 

CH 
EW 
FW 
R&H 
2SM 
1-9T 
TM 
lTG 

The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary, Vol. 7 A 
Counsels on Health 
Early Writings 
Faith and Works 
Review and Herald 
Selected Messages, Book 2 
Testimonies, Vols. 1-9 
Testimonies to Ministers 

Greetings, 1 
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"There is an atmosphere that surrounds the human soul 
and that atmosphere is a heavenly atmosphere or a 
ish atmosphere .... Either we are on Christ's side of the 
question or on the enemy's side. And if we are continu-

rays of divine light from glory, angels of 
God are around about us and there is an atmosphere 
that surrounds the human Our very attitude, our 
very witness genuine conversion to aU who come 
within the sphere of our influence."-FW 65:1. 
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