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OPENING NOTES 

The article on stewardship is 
designed to help us understand our 
financial obligations to God. Finan
cial stewardship fits hand in glove 
with the need to be wise stewards 
of God's creation. Once we under
stand that nothing we have is really 
ours, but are trusts from God, we 
will view life in a different way. 

"Hope springs eternal." The 
author of these words spoke more 
truth than even he himself under
stood. Despite the often bleak pic
ture of the future painted by 
observers of today's society, the 
outlook for the Davidian is one of 
great hope and assurance. What 
gives us such a positive view of the 
future in face of the world's press
ing ills and despite the spiritual 
wasteland of the Church? The 
Davidian's hope springs from the 
same vision that sustained Jacob 
throughout his long and toilsome 
journey: the all-encompassing hope 
of God's eternal Kingdom. So, 
when we say "Hope springs eter
nal," we, more than any other peo
ple, should understand what this 
means. 

Our look at the environment has 
two purposes. First, it is designed 
to awaken present-truth believers 
to the man-made problems of the 
world and our responsibility to 
teach others by example that we are 
careful stewards of God's earth. 

Second, it is designed to help 
Davidians grasp the need to leave 
the polluted, crowded, decadent 
cities and settle in the country. 

The English poet and playwright, 
T. S. Eliot, wrote, "Wantonness is 
weakness." These words should 
have special meaning for us be
cause we understand the require
ments of God to discipline our ap
petites in all respects and train our
selves to moral strength through 
self-control. Societies' great prob
lems today stem directly from the 
fact that people have become wan
ton in every way possible. "Wan
ton" means "unrestrained or un
disciplined in morals ... careless; 
reckless ... wild." The TIDINGS 
article on environmental pollu
tion gets to the root of the prob
lem: wanton disregard of nature's 
need. 

Many TIDINGS readers have 
visited Bashan and know what it 
looks like. Others, however, have 
not had that opportunity, and we 
wanted to bring Bashan a little 
closer to you through "Focus on 
Bashan." {Even those who have 
been here will doubtless be glad to 
see the progress of the work.) We 
hope to maintain this as a regular 
feature. 

As you read this messenger of 
good tidings, our prayer is that it 
will bring you light and hope. 

(3) 



STEWARDSHIP RESPONSIBILITY 

Part I 

The Lord has made us stewards 
all the goods He has entrusted to 
our care. One of the definitions 
dictionary gives for the word 
"steward" is "one who acts as a 
supervisor or administrator, as of 
finances and property, for another 
and others." Since God has made us 
stewards of all He has given us, 
then we are not owners, but only 
supervisors or administrators of that 
which the Lord has entrusted to 
our care. Stewardship is partnership 
with God. When we realize that we 
are in partnership with God, life 
takes on a different meaning for us 
in our day to day activities-espe
cially in our dealings with the 
and with our fellowmen. 

"We are stewards of our person
ality-that intangible yet intensely 
real force operates on other 
people. We are stewards of life, the 
whole of it-inside, outside, every~ 
thing. All is to a new and vast-
ly higher leveL stewardship 
involves a man's attitude toward all 
the things controls. It is related 
to things because material 

a definite bearing upon 

gold." -L E. Froom, Stewardship 
in Its Larger Aspects, p. 6. 

A sacred responsibility devolves 
upon us in the role we occupy as 
stewards. Says the servant of the 
Lord, "The manifold grace of 
Christ imparted to us constitutes us 
stewards of talents which we must 
increase by putting them out to the 
exchangers, that when the Master 
calls for them, He may receive His 
own with usury."-ST 389:4. 

In this article we shall deal with 
our responsibility as stewards of 
the means the Lord has entrusted 
into our care. 

God Makes Man His Stewards 
and Entrusts Them with Means 

"Every Christian is a steward of 
God, entrusted with His goods. Re
member the words: 'Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.' 1 Co.r. 4:2. Let us be 
sure that we are not robbing God 
in any jots or tittles, for much is in
volved in this question. 

"All things belong to God. Men 
He 



VOLUME 5, NUMBER 1 5 

with his master. He accepts the 
responsibilities of a steward, and 
must act in his master's stead, doing 
as his master would do were he pre
siding. His master's interests become 
his. The position of a steward is one 
of dignity because his master trusts 
him. If in any wise he acts selfishly 
and turns the advantages gained by 
trading with his Lord's goods to his 
own advantage, he has perverted 
the trust reposed in him."-9T 
246:1-3. 

"God also entrusts men with 
means. He gives them power to get 
wealth. He waters the earth with 
the dews of heaven and with the 
showers of refreshing rain. He gives 
the sunlight, which warms the 
earth, awakening to life the things 
of nature and causing them to 
flourish and bear fruit. And He 
asks for a return of His own. 

"Our money has not been given 
us that we might honor and glorify 
ourselves. As faithful stewards we 
are to use it for the honor and glory 
of God. Some think that only a 
portion of their means is the 
Lord's. When they have set apart a 
portion for religious and charitable 
purposes, they regard the remain
der as their own, to be used as they 
see fit. But in this they mistake. All 
we possess is the Lord's, and we are 
accountable to Him for the use we 
make of it. In the use of every penny, 
it will be seen whether we love God 
supremely and our neighbor as our
selves. 

"Money has great value, because 
it can do great good. In the hands of 
God's children it is food for the 
hungry, drink for the thirsty, and 
clothing for the naked. It is a 
defense for the oppressed, and a 
means of help to the sick But 
money is of no more value than 
sand, only as it is put to use in 
providing for the necessities of life, 
in blessing others, and advancing 
the cause of Christ. 

"Hoarded wealth is not merely 
useless, it is a curse. In this life it is a 
snare to the soul, drawing the affec
tions away from the heavenly treas
ure. In the great day of God its wit
ness to unused talents and neglected 
opportunities will condemn its pos
sessor. The Scripture says, 'Go to 
now, ye rich men, weep and howl 
for your miseries that shall come 
upon you. Your riches are cor
rupted, and your garments are 
motheaten. Your gold and silver is 
cankered; and the rust of them shall 
be a witness against you, and shall 
eat your flesh as it were fire. Y e 
have heaped treasure together for 
the last days. Behold, the hire of the 
laborers who have reaped down 
your fields, which is of you kept 
back by fraud, crieth; and the cries 
of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth.' James 5:1-4."-COL 351, 
352. 

" .. . Money itself is the gift of 
God to men, to be used with fidelity 
in His service. God blessed 
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Abraham, and made him rich in 
cattle, in silver, and in gold. And 
the Bible states, as an evidence of 
divine favor, that God gave David, 
Solomon, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, 
very much riches and honor. 

"Like other gifts of God, the pos
session of wealth brings its increase 
of responsibility, and its peculiar 
temptations. How many who have 
in adversity remained true to God, 
have fallen under the glittering al
lurements of prosperity. With the 
possession of wealth, the ruling pas
sion of a selfish nature is revealed. 
The world is cursed today by the 
miserly greed and the self-indulgent 
vices of the worshipers of mam
mon."-CS 139:1, 2. 

"That man might not lose the 
blessed results of benevolence, our 
Redeemer formed the plan of enlist
ing him as His coworker. God 
could have reached His object in 
saving sinners without the aid of 
man; but He knew that man could 
not be happy without acting a part 
in the great work. By a chain of cir
cumstances which would call forth 
his charities, He bestows upon man 
the best means of cultivating benev
olence, and keeps him habitually 
giving to help the poor and to ad
vance His cause. By its necessities a 
ruined world is drawing forth from 
us talents of means and of influ
ence, to present to men and women 
the truth, of which they are in per
ishing need. And as we heed these 
calls, by labor and by acts of benev-

olence, we are assimilated to the im
age of Him who for our sakes be
came poor. In bestowing, we bless 
others, and thus accumulate true 
riches."-CS 13, 14. 

"In commissioning His disciples 
to go 'into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature,' Christ 
assigned to men the work of ex
tending the knowledge of His 
grace. But while some go forth to 
preach, He calls upon others to an
swer His claims upon them for of
ferings, with which to support His 
cause in the earth. He has placed 
means in the hands of men, that 
His divine gifts may flow through 
human channels in doing the work 
appointed us in saving our fellow 
men. This is one of God's ways of 
exalting man. It is just the work 
that man needs; for it will stir the 
deepest sympathies of His heart, 
and call into exercise the highest 
capabilities of the mind. 

"Every good thing of earth was 
placed here by the bountiful hand 
of God as an expression of His love 
to man. The poor are His, and the 
cause of religion is His. The gold 
and the silver are the Lord's; and 
He could rain them from heaven if 
He chose. But instead of this He 
has made man His steward, entrust· 
ing him with means, not to be 
hoarded, but to be used in benefiting 
others. He thus makes man the me
dium through which to distribute 
His blessings on earth. God 
planned the system of beneficence, 
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in order man might become 
like his Creator, benevolent and 
unselfish in and 

we 
poor cannot 

on wishes alone. 
They must have of 
your in food 

does not mean 

has given you 
you may 
necessit1es and 

out. Go on an in· 
specting tour and learn what is 
needed and how it can sup
plied. 

"I have been shown that many of 
our people are robbing the Lord in 
tithes and in offerings, and as the 
result His work is greatly hindered .. 
The curse of God will rest upon 
those who are living upon God's 
bounties and yet close their hearts 
and do nothing or next to nothing 
to advance His cause. Brethren and 
sisters, how can the beneficent 
Father continue to make you His 
stewards, furnishing you with 
means to use for Him, when you 
grasp it all, selfishly claiming that it 
is --ST 151:1, 2. 

church member should 
obligation to consecrate 

to God. None are to fol-· 
sight their eyes or 

clination of their selfish 
thus rob 

or for 
any other for in 
so doing 
in S<Jtan' s snares. 
tact, of 

substanoe"' The to covet-· 
ousness mus"C 

run 
481:2. 

beyond 

re-
it eat into 

were required to offer to God gifts 
for religious purposes before 
definite system was given to Moses, 
even as far back as the days of 
Adam. In complying with God's re
quirements, they were to manifest 
in. offerings their appreciation of 
His mercies and blessings to them. 
This was continued through succes
sive generations, and was carried 
out by Abraham, who gave tithes 
to Melchizedek, the priest of the 
most high God. 

"The same principle existed in 
the days of Job. Jacob, when at 
Bethel, an exile and penniless wan-
derer, down at night, solitary 
and with a rock for pil-
low, and there promised the 

all Thou shalt give me I 
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will surely give the tenth unto 
Thee.' God does not compel men 
to give. All that they give must be 
voluntary. He will not have His 
treasury replenished with unwilling 
offerings."-CS 69:1, 2. 

" ' ... the divine principle of 
tithes and offerings for the support 
of the gospel is an acknowledgment 
of God's ownership in our lives, 
and ... we are stewards who must 
render account to Him of all that 
He has committed to our posses
sion.' Lev. 27:30; Mal. 3:8-12; Matt. 
23:23; 1 Cor. 9:9-14; 2 Cor. 9:6-15." 
-2TG 10:26 (O.E.); 2TG 10:28 
(N.E.). 

The First Tithe 

Of all the increase with which the 
Lord has blessed His people, He 
claims one-tenth as His own. He 
does not ask them to consider their 
needs whether real or imaginary be
fore returning to Him this one
tenth. They are not to think that 
the payment of debts, or the pur
chasing of needless (or even need
ful) articles should come before 
returning to Him this one-tenth. 

Selfishness and greed have long 
been the cause of the failure of 
many to return to the Lord His 
portion. Some have thought that 
personal loss would result in being 
faithful to the Lord in this respect. 
Others are careless and thoughtless 
about the Lord's requirements. 
There are others who are scrupu-

lously careful in returning to the 
Lord His own, not only the first 
tithe, but also in returning a second 
tithe and offerings. And in this lat
ter class, many have the experience 
of not knowing how they will meet 
all their expenses after they faithful
ly return to the Lord His own. But 
in faith they meet this requirement. 
God honors their faith and pro
vides for their needs as they realize 
the fulfillment of the promises of 
Malachi 3:10. 

God is now proving and testing 
His people. To be clothed with the 
wedding garment is to be clothed 
with Christ's righteousness-to be 
practicing right principles at all 
times. This necessarily includes be
ing a faithful tithe payer. So all who 
are resolutely determined to be obe
dient to all of God's requirements, 
will allow no earthly consideration 
to distract them from faithfully per
forming their vows to God and be
ing obedient to all His require
ments. They will earnestly give 
heed to God's injunctions in the 
following inspired counsel: 

God "places His treasures in the 
hands of men, but requires that one
tenth shall be faithfully laid aside 
for His work. He requires this por
tion to be placed in His treasury. It 
is to be rendered to Him as His 
own; it is sacred and is to be used 
for sacred purposes, for the support 
of those who carry the message of 
salvation to all parts of the world. 
He reserves this portion, that 
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means may ever be flowing into 
His treasure house and that the 
light of truth may be carried to 
those who are nigh and those who 
are afar off. By faithfully obeying 
this requirement we acknowledge 
that all belongs to God." -6 T 
386:2. 

"God has made the proclamation 
of the gospel dependent upon the 
labors and the gifts of His people. 
Voluntary offerings and the tithe 
constitute the revenue of the Lord's 
work. Of the means entrusted to 
man, God claims a certain portion,
the tenth. He leaves all free to say 
whether or not they will give more 
than this. But when the heart is 
stirred by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, and a vow is made to give a 
certain amount, the one who vows 
has no longer any right to the con
secrated portion. Promises of this 
kind made to men would be looked 
upon as binding; are those not 
more binding that are made to 
God? Are promises tried in the 
court of conscience less binding 
than written agreements of men?" 
-AA 74:2. 

"God's plan in the tithing system 
is beautiful in its simplicity and 
equality. All may take hold of it in 
faith and courage, for it is divine in 
its origin. In it are combined sim
plicity and utility, and it does not 
require depth of learning to under
stand and execute it. All may feel 
that they can act a part in carrying 
forward the precious work of salva-

tion. Every man, woman, and 
youth may become a treasurer for 
the Lord, and may be an agent to 
meet the demands upon the treas
ury .... 

"Great objects are accomplished 
by this system. If one and all would 
accept it, each would be made a vigi
lant and faithful treasurer for God; 
and there would be no want of means 
with which to carry forward the great 
work of sounding the last message of 
warning to the world. The treasury 
will be full if all adopt this system, 
and the contributors will not be left 
the poorer. Through every invest
ment made, they will become more 
wedded to the cause of present 
truth. They will be 'laying up in 
store for themselves a good founda
tion against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life.' " 
-CS 73:1, 2. 

"God's requirements come first. 
We are not doing His will if we 
consecrate to Him what is left of 
our income after all our imaginary 
wants have been supplied. Before 
any part of our earnings is consumed, 
we should take out and present to 
Him that portion which He claims. 
In the old dispensation an offering 
of gratitude was kept continually 
burning upon the altar, thus show
ing man's endless obligation to 
God. If we have prosperity in our 
secular business, it is because God 
blesses us. A part of this income is 
to be devoted to the poor, and a 
large portion to be applied to the 
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cause of God. When that which 
God claims is rendered to Him, the 
remainder be sanctified and 
blessed to our own use. But when a 
man robs God by withholding that 
which He requires, His curse rests 
upon the whole!'-4T 477:1. 

"The payment of the tithe was 
but a part of God's plan for the sup
port of His service. Numerous gifts 
and offerings were divinely speci-
fied."-AA 337. 

The Second Tithe 

Since Elijah the prophet's role is 
to restore things, the plan to 
return to the Lord's storehouse a 
second tithe was instituted at Mt. 
Carmel. requirement, instead 
of inflicting a burden upon and be
ing a cross to Davidians, was given 
to test man's loyalty to the re
quirements of Elijah's message and 
to care for elderly and needy in 
the household of faith. Through 
the years, many Davidians have 
faithfully participated in this 
reform, and many have been their 
blessings in return. 

Upon the death of Brother 
Houteff, Sister Houteff and her 
Council made the astounding state
ment that since the majority of 
Davidians at that time were not 
returning the second tithe, it was 
useless to require it, and that it was 
no longer a requirement for the Fel
lowship Certificate. These same 
halfhearted Davidians were pressur-

ing Sister Houteff to grant them the 
Fellowship Certificate without 
their meeting the second tithe re
quirement. Instead of holding the 
lines firmly and evenly, she gave 
way to the cry of these unconverted 
ones and eliminated the second 
tithe requirement. This was only 
one of her many deviations which 
led her to put the Rod of God on 
the altar, and then to finally take 
herself and many with her out of 
the message. 

In ancient Israel, the faithful re-
as much as one-third of their 

increase to the Lord. And nowhere 
is it recorded that they were poorer 
for doing so. If the Lord was faith
ful to keep His promise with the 
Israelites for their faithfulness, will 
He less for the Israel of today 
when they are on the verge of en
tering the Promised Land? The an
swer is unequivocally "No!" When 
we have the faith to believe that all 
of God's "biddings are enablings" 
(COL 333:1), and that "God never 
places before us a requirement 
without giving us the power to per
form it" (The Upward p. 
159:1), we will step out boldly do
ing His will, and performing our 
duties, as He bids us in His inspired 
message< 

"This great responsibility, along 
with that of carrying our mainte
nance program at the headquarters 
of the' dosing work for the church,' 
requires, of course, a greater 
amount of means than merely the 



VOLUME 5, NUMBER 1 11 

first tithe, the ministerial income. 
What then? 

"We cannot resort to the Denom
ination's practice of raising goals 
during church services, for such a 
practice detracts from the object of 
the meetings and desecrates both 
the house of God and His Holy 
Day. Such unholy trafficking on 
holy ground must cease! Do not 
wait until the Lord manifests His 
great power and drives out the 
sheep oxen along with the 
money changers, overturns their 
tables, and scatters their illicit 
revenues! 

"The message therefore an
nounces unequivocally that the 
Davidian who will please the Lord 
will faithfully and systematically 
contribute a second tithe of his in
crease to necessary and 
thereby help build a defense-wall 
against the possibility of 
enemy's bringing unholy, time- and 
spirit-killing traffic into our devo
tional and educational gatherings. 
By so doing, each faithful believer 

automatically be investing in 
this sacred insurance policy which 
will insure his own and his family's 
needs not only in this life but also 
in the life to come:'-4Ans. 51, 52. 

"The consecration to God of a 
tithe of all increase, whether of the 
orchard and harvest-field, the flocks 
and herds, or the labor of brain or 
hand; the devotion of a second tithe 
for the relief of the poor and other 
benevolent uses, tended to keep 

fresh before the people the truth of 
God's ownership of all, and of their 
opportunity to be channels of His 
blessings. It was a training adapted 
to kill out all narrowing selfishness, 
and to cultivate breadth and nobili
ty of charactec" -Ed. 44:2. 

"To promote the assembling of 
the people for religious service, as 
well as to provide for the poor, a 
second tithe of all the increase was 
required."-PP 530:1. 

Offerings 

One may return the first and sec
ond tithe and yet fall under the in
dictment of Malachi 3:8: 

"Will a man rob God? yet ye 
have robbed Me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed Thee? In 
tithes and offerings." 

"Note carefully that God re
quires not only tithe but tithes; that 
is, tithe and freewill offering. He 
does not want them spent on some-

of your own devising. You 
are to bring them into the 'store
house.' "-2TG 30:19:2. (Italics be
long to quotation.) 

The returning of offerings to the 
Lord's storehouse is also intended 
to engender in God's people the 
spirit of liberality and sacrifice. It is 
constantly to remind us that God 
owns everything, and that He must 
be placed first in everything. 

The 5% offering which the Lord 
instituted after the reorganization 
of the Association in 1961 is in-
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tended to take in the general offer
ings we make to the Lord, such as 
thank offerings, freewill offerings, 
trespass offerings, etc. It is left to 
our discretion and judgment and 
liberality if we want to give specifi
cally to any of the above-named of
ferings besides the 5% offering. The 
Lord says: 

"The only means which God has 
ordained to advance His cause is to 
bless men with property. He gives 
them the sunshine and the rain; He 
causes vegetation to flourish; He 
gives health and ability to acquire 
means. All our blessings come from 
His bountiful hand. In turn He 
would have men and women show 
their gratitude by returning Him a 
portion in tithes and offerings-in 
thank offerings, in freewill offer
ings, in trespass offerings." -5T 
150:1. 

"The Lord calls for His tithe to 
be given in to His treasmy. Strictly, 
honestly, and faithfully, let this 
portion be returned to Him. Besides 
this, He calls for your gifts and offer
ings. No one is compelled to pre
sent his tithes or his gifts and offer
ings to the Lord. But just as surely 
as God's word is given to us, just so 
surely will He require His own 
with usury at the hand of every 
human being. If men are unfaithful 
in rendering to God His own, if 
they disregard God's charge to His 
stewards, they will not long have 
the blessing of that which the Lord 
has entrusted to them .... "-CS 82, 

83. 
" ... Under the Jewish economy, 

gifts and offerings formed an es
sential part of God's worship. The 
Israelites were taught to devote a 
tithe of all their income to the serv
ice of the sanctuary. Besides this they 
were to bring sin offerings, freewill 
gifts, and offerings of gratitude. 
These were the means of support
ing the ministry of the gospel for 
that time. God expects no less from 
us than He expected from His peo
ple anciently. The great work for 
the salvation of souls must be car
ried forward. In the tithe, with gifts 
and offerings, He has made provi
sion for this work. Thus He in
tends that the ministry of the 
gospel shall be sustained. He claims 
the tithe as His own, and it should 
ever be regarded as a sacred reserve, 
to be placed in His treasury for the 
benefit of His cause. He asks also 
for our freewill gifts and offerings 
of gratitude. All are to be devoted 
to the sending of the gospel unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth." 
-COL 300:3. 

The Offerings of the Poor 
and of Little Children 

"The plan of systematic benevo
lence does not press heavily upon 
any one man. 'Now concerning the 
collection for the saints, as I have 
given order to the churches of 
Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the 
first day of the week let every one 
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of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be 
no gatherings when I come.' The 
poor are not excluded from the 
privilege of giving. They, as well as 
the wealthy, may act a part in this 
work. The lesson that Christ gave 
in regard to the widow's two mites 
shows that the smallest willing offir· 
ings of the poor, if given from a 
heart of love, are as acceptable as 
the largest donations of the rich." 
-3T 398:2. 

" ... The smallest sums given 
cheerfully by those who are in 
limited circumstances are fully as 
acceptable to God, and even of 
more value in His sight, than the 
offerings of the rich who can be
stow their thousands, and yet exer
cise no self-denial and feel no lack." 
-CS 30:2. 

"The poor man's gift, the fruit of 
self-denial, to extend the precious 
light of truth, is as fragrant incense 
before God. Every act of self-sacri
fice for the good of others will 
strengthen the spirit of beneficence 
in the giver's heart, allying him 
more closely to the Redeemer of 
the world, who was rich, yet for 
our sakes became poor, that we 
through His poverty might be rich. 

"The smallest sum given cheer
fully as the result of self-denial is 
of more value in the sight of God 
than the offerings of those who 
could give thousands and yet feel 
no lack. The poor widow who cast 
two mites into the treasury of the 

Lord, showed love, faith, and be
nevolence .... God's blessings upon 
that sincere offering has made it 
the source of great results." -Id. 
178:1, 2. 

"While parents are making sacri
fices for the sake of advancing the 
cause of God, they should teach 
their children also to take part in 
this work. The children may learn 
to show their love for Christ by 
denying themselves needless trifles, 
for the purchase of which much 
money slips through their fingers. In 
every family this work should be 
done. It requires tact and method, 
but it will be the best education the 
children can receive. And if all the 
little children would present their 
offerings to the Lord, their gifts 
would be as little rivulets, which, 
when united and set flowing, 
would swell into a river. 

"The Lord looks with pleasure 
upon the little children who derty 
themselves that they may make an 
offering to Him. He was pleased 
with the widow who put her two 
mites into the treasury, because she 
gave with a willing heart. The 
Saviour thought her sacrifice in giv
ing all that she had of more value 
than the large gifts of the rich men, 
who made no sacrifice in order to 
give. And He is glad when the little 
ones are willing to deny self that 
they may become laborers together 
with Him who loved them, and 
took them in His arms and blessed 
them." -Id. 293, 294. 
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"The offerings of little children 
may be acceptable and pleasing to 

God. In accordance with the spirit 
that prompts the gifts will be the 
value of offering. The poor, 
following the of the 
and a small sum every 

prove 

means for needless 
especially will it 
the 

in extravagances. 
"Every week the demands of 

upon each family are brought 
to mind each of its members ful
ly carrying out the plan; as they 
have denied themselves some super
fluity in order to have means to put 
into the treasury, lessons of value in 
self-denial for the glory of God 
have been impressed upon the 
heart. Once a week, each is brought 
face to face with the doings of the 
past week-the income that he 
might have had if he had been eco
nomical, and the means that he 
does not have because of indul
gence. His conscience is reined up, 
as it were, before God, and either 
commends or accuses him. He 
learns that if retains peace 
mind the favor of God, he must 
eat, and dress to His 

glory."-CSW 130, 131. 
Daily our acts are determining 

whether we are classed as faithful or 
unfaithful stewards. As genuine 
followers of Christ, we must dem
onstrate our joy m giving 

not our means, but 
of ourselves to promote up-

tary, not 
excite syrn

a cheerful 
to have His 

treasury with forced 
supplies. The 
people, saving truth 
for this time, through love and 
gratitude to Him for this precious 
light, be earnest and anxious to aid 
with their means in sending the 
truth to others. The very best man
ner in which to give expression to 
our love for our Redeemer is to 
make offerings to bring souls to the 
knowledge of the truth. The plan of 
redemption was entirely voluntary 
on the part of our Redeemer, and it 
is the purpose of Christ that all our 
benevolence should be freewill of
ferings."-3T 413:3. 

"The Lord has given to every 
man his work. His servants are to 
act in partnership with Him. If 
they choose, men may refuse to 
connect themselves their 

to give 
to His s·:::rvice, trade 
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upon His entrusted goods; they 
may fail to exercise frugality and 
self-denial, and may forget that the 
Lord requires a return of what He 
has given them. All such are un
faithful stewards. 

"A faithful steward will do all he 
possibly can in the service of God; 
the one object before him will be 
the great need of the world. He will 

realize that the message of truth is 
to be given, not only in his own 
neighborhood, but in the regions 
beyond. When men cherish this 
spirit, the love of the truth and the 
sanctification they will receive 
through the truth, will banish 
avarice, overreaching, and every 
species of dishonesty." -CS 83:1, 2. 
(To be continued.) D 

MORE FALSE SIGNPOSTS ALONG THE WAY 

Through the years there have 
been a proliferation of false sign
posts along the way. All point in 
different directions all claim to 
have the road map from the ROD 
of God, yet no two agree. What dis
cordant notes these divergent 
voices must present to Heaven! The 
master plan behind this confusion 
is to prevent God's people from 
feeding in Bashan, the only certified 
pasture posted from God's true 
road map-His Rod. In their in
tense efforts to get Davidians off 
the road that leads to Bashan' s 
pasture, one group of humbuggers 
are planting signposts pointing for
ward to Gilead, the Kingdom. Still 
another group of humbuggers are 
planting signposts pointing back
ward to the Carmel pasture which 
was located in Waco, Texas. 

The proponents of the first 
theory are running ahead of the 
Lord-running without being sent 
by God. Now their latest, heretical 

teaching calls for the ordination of 
the Lord's Supper, the celebration 
of the Passover among themselves, 
with the claim that their leader is 
now coronated as King David! In 
his September-December, 1988 
newsletter, this deluded self-ap
pointed leader, intoxicated with the 
so-called power he has arrogated to 
himself, reprinted several letters 
from his followers in which he was 
addressed as "Dear His Majesty 
King Ben David"; "Dear King Ben 
David"; "Dear Brother David, His 
King."! Where in the Rod's writ
ings, or the bound-up testimony, 
do you find God's servants taking 
to themselves lofty titles, let alone 
such kingly ones? 

The message unequivocally iden
tifies the true antitypical King 
David, and states when he will 
come. Please carefully read 8Tr. 
71:1, 2; 86:3; 97:3, 4; 98:0; 2TG 
43:17:1; 2TG 6:17:3, 4; Light at 
Eventide, VoL 1, No.4, pp. 6, 7. 
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Although this so-called king is 
too subtle to state outright his real 
position, his followers are loudly 
proclaiming that at their forthcom
ing "passover," there is to be a 
separation among Davidians. From 
the time he claimed to be a prophet, 
he has beguiled his followers with 
the teaching that there is to be a 
pre-Ezekiel 9 separation among 
Davidians before they can take the 
message to the Church. What does 
the Rod, the sure signpost pointing 
the way to the Kingdom, teach con
cerning a pre-Ezekiel 9 separation? 

"The 144,000 'servants of God,' 
being the first increment of the 
harvest, are called 'firstfruits.' "
WHR 33:2. 

"Note that these eleventh-hour 
servants who go to all nations to 
rescue all their brethren, bring 
them as 'in a clean vessel into the 
house of the Lord' (Isa. 66:20), into 
the purified Church, the Church tri
umphant, the Church with no hypo
crites to carry on their abomina
tions in it-a house truly white."
Id. 52, 53. 

"Then those who are left, 'the 
remnant,' the 'escaped of Israel' 
(Isa. 4:2), the first contingent of com· 
mandos for Christ, 'will put such 
firmness and decision into their tes
timonies that they will make a 
break against the barriers of Satan' 
(TM 413:0)."-Id. 61:2. 

"Here is seen that from among 
the first fruits of the harvest come 
the 144,000, the servants of God for 

the closing work of the great har
vest. These are the first saints EVER 

to have been relieved of the 'tares' 
among them.''-15Tr. 62:2. 

These statements, along with all 
the teachings of the Rod on the sub
ject, conclusively prove that there is 
no separation among God's people 
before Ezekiel 9. 

Come the time of their counter
feit passover, and when no separa
tion takes places, what will this 
deluded self-styled prophet, priest, 
and king, along with his followers, 
do? Precisely as other false prophets 
have done in the past: rationalize 
their disappointment with explana
tions that suit their minds, and then 
he will continue right on with his 
delusion and deception as though 
his prophecy never failed. Says the 
Rod of God: 

"As the Bible is free from error, 
even so Its interpretation under the 
same Spirit of Inspiration must also 
be correct. Therefore, the interpre
tation of the Bible is true, only 
when it is revealed through a chan
nel of Inspiration. In no other way 
can God lead His people into all 
truth. Anything less than this can
not disclose Biblical truth, regard
less of its simplicity.'' -2SR 13:2. 

"Though truths are revealed 
through inspired channels, the in
strument of iniquity has often 
mixed them with error. Such iniq
uitous workers at times resort to 
the use of portions of Divine revela
tion, unlawfully using them as an 
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entering wedge to pass on error and 
thus deceive the simple."-I d. 16: 1. 

"One of the chief reasons why 
confusion arises among Bible stu
dents is because they do not entire
ly depend on the Biblical expres
sion of the words .... Though they 
know their interpretation of a text 
is not altogether in harmony with 
the whole tenor of the book and 
law, they see no injury, and fear not 
God. And when the fact is revealed 
they refuse to exchange error for truth 
because it contradicts their false theol
ogy." -Id. 18:1. 

The group presently advocating 
the return to the Carmel pasture 
branched off from the Salem, South 
Carolina, group, established their 
headquarters in White Plains, New 
York, prior to removing to Moun
taindale, New York. Then they 
brazenly called their counterfeit 
headquarters "Mt. Carmel 
Center." (See BASHAN COMMU
NICATOR, Vol. 6, No. 1, pp. 
28-50.) In spite of the fact that the 
Rod of God clearly states that there 
are three prophetic pastures in 
which God's people are to feed, 
they have turned the signpost back
ward, have stubbornly refused to 
believe that Carmel's pasture has 
"withered" (been deserted). Due to 
political pressure from some of 
their disgruntled members, they are 
now forced to consider returning to 
the old Mt. Carmel property in 
Waco, Texas. 

In spite of all the evidences 

presented to them, they have ob
durately refused to believe in the 
Bashan pasture and the living Spirit 
of Prophecy resident in our midst. 
So they are contemplating moving 
to Waco, Texas, to purchase the old 
remaining buildings and set up 
what they claim will be "Mt. 
Carmel Center." 

But to do so would nullify their 
positions on at least two points: 
First, when they separated from the 
Salem group, they loudly declared 
that any place can be "Mt. Carmel 
Center" because, they claim, 
Carmel is a spiritual, not a literal, 
pasture. Thus they justify calling 
Mountaindale, New York, "Mt. 
Carmel Center." Now if they are 
forced to move to Waco, Texas, 
they will have to acknowledge that 
they were wrong to call Mountain
dale, New York, "Mt. Carmel." 
And if they thought the Spirit of 
God was leading them to move to 
Mountaindale and to call the place 
"Mt. Carmel," but have now found 
out they were wrong, how can they 
be sure that God is now leading 
them and that they are not still 
wrong? 

Second, they have always boasted 
that by being in New York, they 
were moving eastward in accord
ance with Ezekiel 47. Should they 
return to Waco, going back west, 
they would totally demolish their 
position on this subject! 

It is clear to see that without the 
"living," "active," "resident" voice 
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to guide them, they are groping in 
darkness, resorting to the judgment 
of their "Executive Council" 
which they dearly hold as their idol 
just as Sister Houteff and her sup
porters did with their "Executive 
Council" soon after Brother 
Houteff passed away. So they are 
going to wring the arm of God by 
fasting and praying for directions to 
know whether to return to Waco, 
Texas, purchase the old piece of Mt. 
Carmel property and thus establish 
themselves there. (If, as they stress, 
a pasture is a spiritual, not a literal, 
place, why all the maneuvering to 
go to Waco, a literal place?) This is 
how they addressed the issue in 
their undated Special Bulletin sent 
out the first week of February, 
1989: 

"Many of you are aware of what 
is commonly referred to as the 
'Waco Issue.' The issue surrounds 
certain statements found through
out the Rod literature, especially in 
the 'old Codes,' that has led some 
to conclude that we must return to 
the original site of old Mt. Carmel 
Center, Waco, Texas .... 

"Since that time numerous relo
cations have taken place. Most 
agree that God has been leading 
throughout it all. [Note: The relo
cations that have taken place 
among them represent the various 
split-offs from God's association in 
1961. 0, blind Mountaindale breth
ren, who among you could be so 
gullible as to believe that God has 

been leading throughout all the 
split-offs, ever since Rachel, your 
mother, broke away from God's 
true Association, Leah, in 1962?] 
Few would doubt, for example, 
that our relocating to New York 
and our merging with the Yucaipa 
Association was not of God. [And 
were your eyes not blinded by prej
udice, hostility and love of posi
tion, you would know to a point of 
moral certitude that God was and is 
not in the merger nor the move 
you made to set up your headquar
ters in Mountaindale, New York, 
and then have the audacity to call it 
"Mt. Carmel Center!" As Paul's 
heart grieved over the foolishness 
of the Galatians, even so our souls 
grieve over the blindness of your 
eyes, and like Paul we exclaim: "0, 
foolish Mountaindale brethren, 
who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth .... ?" 
Gal. 3:1.] Nevertheless, the ques
tion at this time is, should we move 
back to Waco? Are we to relocate 
the Headquarters to the exact site 
of old Mt. Carmel? 

"Indeed, some are already mak
ing plans to establish a Headquar
ters in Waco, and have been en
deavoring to get others to believe 
and financially support their move. 
This indicates the seriousness of the 
issue. Though the majority are will
ing to wait until after receiving a 
full report before firing for or 
against, such hasty actions on the 
part of a few have created schism 
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and confusion in certain areas of 
the field [Indeed, "schism and con
fusion" are always the results of er
ror.]." -Mountaindale Special Bul
letin, p. 1. 

Here, Brethren, is the true reason 
for their considering a return to 
the old Mt. Carmel property. Two 
or three of their influential mem
bers, who were among those of 
their group opposed to the merger 
with the Yucaipa group, have been 
agitating the move to Waco, Texas, 
for several months. And since they 
are being threatened by the loss of 
membership, and the loss of 
revenue, the dollar sign and an
other split in their midst looms 
large in their vision. Hence the 
Mountaindale brethren sent out 
their Special Bulletin in an effort to 
wring God's hands, and to force 
open His ears to answer their 
prayer and fasting request! 

Those of their group who are ad
vocating this move quote the fol
lowing statement from 1SR (P.E.) 
75:3: 

" 'Set the camp also against it'; 
that is, make a temporary lodging 
place for your workers, headquar
ters from which to carry on the 
work, and make preparation to re
main there until you have con
quered the city. This is the devout 
purpose in building Mt. Carmel 
Center, this is the given goal." 

Only a superficial reading of this 
passage would make it say or mean 
what it doesn't say or mean. Notice 

Brother Houteff did not write this 
statement in absolute terms. He 
stated that this was their "purpose" 
and "goal." He did not say that Mt. 
Carmel would remain until the city 
was conquered, but that they were 
to make preparation there until the 
city was conquered. 

Just as Sister White did not have 
all the light on the coming of Elijah 
(although she foretold his appear
ing), so Brother Houteff did not 
have all the understanding of the 
prophetic pastures although he 
wrote about Carmel, Bashan and 
Gilead in the very first publication 
of the message. In fact, when the 
statement was written, he didn't 
even know that the message would 
go forth from a place called 
Carmel. God put his finger over the 
passage and Brother Houteff was 
unaware that it was there until after 
the move to Carmel when the 
property was named. And then 
only part of the statement was 
understood. Why? Because it would 
not make sense to deal with the 
Bashan pasture while the Carmel 
pasture was still in existence. So 
Brother Houteff wrote according 
to the revealed truth for His time. 
Now, however, the Carmel pasture 
has been gone for over thirty years. 
All know that the prophet is dead, 
the place deserted, and neither 
work nor message is going forth 
from old Mt. Carmel Center. How, 
then, can old Mt. Carmel be func
tioning up until the time that the 
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city is conquered? And if in the 
blindness of their eyes these 
brethren return there now in 1989 
or thereafter, how would they ac
count for the fact that no Davidian 
"remained" after Sister Houteff 
liquidated the assets and sold out 
the property since 1961? How will 
these brethren answer the follow
ing salient points? 

1. Old Mt. Carmel (the Carmel 
which Brother Houteff wrote of in 
The Shepherd's Rod, Vol. 1 (P.E.), p. 
75:3 and kindred statements) is not 
now in existence. Even the small 
portion of the original property is 
owned by outsiders and is being 
used as a school at the present time. 
Therefore, after Sister Houteff sold 
the property, no Davidians have 
been there to work for the "city." 

2. The only group of Davidians 
who faithfully and uninterruptedly 
carried on the work after old Mt. 
Carmel "withered" (was deserted) 
is the Bashan Davidian Association 
which was reorganized in 1961 ac
cording to Davidic-Levitical order. 

3. The others who branched 
away from the Association shortly 
after its reorganization have ex
perienced many splits and schisms. 
All are in disagreement with each 
other, and yet all are loudly pro
claiming that they are the custo
dians of the message and that they 
are working for the Church. 

4. Only one group of Davidians 
are faithfully discharging their re
sponsibilities to the Church, and 

that is the group who are feeding in 
Bashan's green pasture. While the 
others have been splitting into 
several groups and fighting among 
themselves, God has been building 
up His Association and empower
ing it with "the living Spirit of 
Prophecy in its midst" without 
which "no revival and reformation 
efforts can succeed" (1TG 10:27:1). 
This power is to facilitate the com
pletion of its God-appointed work 
to "conquer the city." In verity, 
God's mandate is that His flock is 
to "feed in Bashan" regardless of 
the many hindrances they are to en
counter in so doing. 

Brethren, only the blindest of the 
blind can fail to see the irreconcil
able and recalcitrant position in 
which these brethren have placed 
themselves, and how utterly far 
from the Rod of God, His sure 
signpost, they have strayed. 

"Who are the wise? They must be 
those who are ever searching for 
and buying 'golden oil' -those who 
consequently have their vessels full 
(Matt. 25:1-13). These are they who 
are let in through the door [by "the 
porter, the one in charge" 1 TG 
2:19], who have obtained and fol
lowed an up-to-date map of truth." 
-1TG 51:14:2 (N.E.); lTG 51:13:3 
(O.E.). 

When Rachel (the Vista, Califor
nia, later Yucaipa, California, 
group) split off from the Associa
tion in 1962, in an effort to sidestep 
Bashan pasture, she was forced to 
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take the position that Bashan and 
Gilead are figurative of the King
dom. In answer to this, Brother 
Bingham wrote the following arti
cle in 1969: 

IF NO LITERAL BASHAN, 
THEN NO LITERAL CARMEL 

Question: You teach that Bashan 
(Mic. 7:14) is literal, but how can it 
be literal when the ROD teaches 
that Carmel is the final headquar
ters before the Kingdom? Does not 
this prove that you are wrong and 
that Bashan and Gilead are figura
tive of the Kingdom? 

Answer: As the question is in 
two parts, or actually two ques
tions, the answer must be in two 
parts or in two answers. 

The answer to the first part and 
question is, very simply and very 
positively, that the ROD nowhere 
"teaches that Carmel is the final 
headquarters before the Kingdom." 

Such an implication may be read 
into a few ROD statements, and 
such an inference may be drawn 
from those read-in implications, 
but no statement can be found ex
plicitly affirming such. 

No doctrine is ever to be ground
ed on the insecure sands of implica
tion and inference. This prohibi
tion becomes doubly decisive and 
inviolable when such an implica
tion and inference bring inconsist
ency and contradiction into a scrip
ture, as does the questioner's posi-

tion on Micah 7:14. 
The ROD established Carmel as 

the literal place in Waco, Texas, 
where Davidian headquarters was. 
If the ROD is right in that, as we 
know It is, then, by parity of rea
soning, Bashan necessarily has to be 
the literal place where the succeed
ing, the second, Davidian headquar
ters is located, and Gilead the literal 
location of the third and final 
Davidian headquarters. The first of 
the three, Carmel, cannot be taken 
as projecting a literal place, and the 
second and third, Bashan and 
Gilead, be taken as projecting only 
figurative places. All three must be 
either literal or figurative, just as A 
Word To The Little Flock shows that 
since the first three of the five 
angels of Revelation 14 represent 
"messages," so must the last two 
represent "messages prior to the 
Advent, or we are left without a rule 
to interpret this chapter." -A Word 
To The Little Flock, pp. 10, 11. 

This iron-clad logic, not even the 
most redoubtable logic-breakers 
can break. It establishes the rule of 
logic for all such cases. Thus iron
clad is the logic that since the ROD 
establishes Carmel of Micah 7:14 as 
the first place of Scriptural pasture 
for "the flock of His heritage," 
then by the same token It necessari
ly establishes Bashan and Gilead of 
Micah 7:14 as the succeeding places 
of spiritual pasture for the flock fed 
by the ROD of God. 

The ROD bears out this fact in 
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the incisive affirmation that 
"Carmel, Bashan, and Gilead are 
used as symbols of good spiritual 
pasture. These places are where 
Israel had their victories." -1SR 
243:2. 

This is plain, positive language 
which even the cleverest twister 
cannot twist. It must be taken to 
mean precisely what it says; other
wise, to mean nothing consistent 
and reasonable. 

To see through and through the 
fallacy of the questioner's state
ment, through it, one needs 
only to hold in steady focus the 
aforestated facts along with the fol
lowing ones: 

L If, as the questioner contends, 
Bashan and Gilead represent the 
Kingdom, then since Carmel is 
now no more, where are the sheep 
to pasture, and where are the 
government of God and the chariot 
of God (Ezek. 1, 2) to be located, 
until the Kingdom is ushered in? 
Where? 

2. As the sheep needed a place for 
pasture and fold from 1933-1955, 
then how much more they need a 
place now and until the Kingdom. 

3. As it was necessary for God to 
set up Carmel as the base for start
ing the pasture and for sending 
forth fishers and hunters into 
Laodicea (Jer. 16:16; 1TG 9:11:0), 
then how much more necessary it is 
for Him to set up Bashan as the 
base for finishing the operation. 

4. As it was necessary for God to 

establish the fold at Carmel for the 
outcast sheep of Laodicea, how 
much more necessary for Him to 
establish the fold of Bashan into 
which to gather the scattered "little 
ones" (Zech. 13:7) of CarmeL 

5. Finally, the fact that God com
mands, "Let them [the flock of 
Carmel, the flock of the ROD] feed 
in Bashan" -that is, cease from the 
work of preventing them from 
feeding in Bashan-is solemn cer
tainty that some are trying either to 
keep Bashan from coming into ex
istence or to prevent the flock from 
feeding there. These are serving the 
enemy, he who hates Truth and 
who thus hates Bashan and is doing 
all in his power to prevent it from 
coming into operation, and to pre
vent the "little ones" from being 
gathered to its fold to feed there on 
its ROD pasture, because he knows 
that it is to finish what Carmel 
began, that it is to be the dressing 
chamber where the guests to the 
wedding supper in Gilead-the 
Kingdom-are to put on their wed
ding garment. 

Too clear and simple and certain 
for any open-eyed Davidian to miss 
is the threefold progression of 
the Davidian fold-first-phase Asso
ciation at Carmel, second-phase 
Association at Bashan, and third
phase Association in Gilead-the 
Kingdom. Thus was Carmel the 
center of ROD operations during 
the first Davidian period, and thus 
is Bashan the center during the sec-
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ond Davidian period, and Gilead 
the center during the third or 
"final Davidian period" (4 T r. 
37:5). 

The "wise" -those who truly 
hear the ROD, all the ROD-will 
not be found trying either to pre
vent or to fight against Bashan, to 

tear down what God is building up, 
but will lend their time and 
strength and means in doing all in 
their power to serve the Lord in 
building Bashan, "the hill which 
[He] desireth to dwell in." Ps. 
68:16, 22.,-6Code 2:32-37, Febru
ary-May, 1969. D 

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE ECOLOGY: 
THE MEANING FOR US 

Part I 

"The Bible placed Adam and Eve 
in an Eden they were soon to lose. 
Today the approach of a new mil
lennium finds Homo sapiens at a 
historical transition between a 
world inherited and one profound" 
ly different-a global biosphere 
whose vital functions we have 
altered." With these sobering 
words, the December 1988, Na
tional Geographic supplement, "En
dangered Earth," begins an exami
nation of the urgent global prob
lems facing mankind today. The 
Geographic is the finest publication 
of its kind, and while it is not 
known for looking at issues from a 
Biblical viewpoint, today' s pollu
tion and destruction of the world 
are so rampant that a. comparison 
with the unspoiled and pristine 
world of Eden is called for. By so 
doing, we can realize how far man 
has come toward destroying this 
planet called earth. 

For thousands of years, man has 
been steadily marching away from 
the ideal world of Eden until today 
he stands on the threshold of poi
soning himself out of existence. 
With his inventions, industries, 
chemical buildings, agricultural 
and commercial activities, man has 
truly upset the natural rhythms of 
the planet. Employed judiciously, 
these things are not necessarily bad. 
Inventions such as electrical 
motors, lights, and appliances make 
our lives more comfortable and 
enjoyable. A better understanding 
of agriculture has helped to pro
duce more food than ever before in 
the world's historf. Yet progress 
has a price, and sometimes the rush 
for progress overwhelms the need 
for patient care of valuable re
sources. 

As Christians, what, if any, 
should be our position about caring 
for the air, water, soil, trees, and 
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plant life? Is time too short to be 
concerned about these issues? 
Should we simply forget about try
ing to better our corners of the 
world, and concentrate solely upon 
spiritual pursuits? Does the pollu
tion of the earth have any special 
meaning for Christians? This arti
cle seeks to examine these issues 
and provide some answers for the 
sincere Christian who is striving to 
copy Christ in all things. 

The Throw-away Society 

Today we live in a throw-away 
society. In pursuit of convenience 
and speed, man has invented count
less ways to make life easier for 
himself. But at the same time, the 
castoffs of his ingenious inventions 
are threatening to destroy the 
world. 

Paper, plastic, and metal trash is 
to be seen everywhere, particularly 
in large cities. Throw-away prod
ucts range from diapers to razors. 
There are even disposable contact 
lens. Food is packaged in disposable 
plastic containers and bottles. After 
using a product, people blithely dis
card the refuse. Out of sight, out 
mind. 

Time-saving throw-away prod
ucts are convenient, but the costs 
are sometimes high. For example, 
people use paper plates to avoid 
washing dishes and to save time. 
Those paper plates, though, were 
!Dade from wood pulp which came 

from trees that were cut down to 
satisfy modern man's craving for 
speed and convenience. In order to 
supply lumber, paper products, and 
other (mostly disposable) goods, 
massive cutting of the earth's 
forests and woodlands is occurring 
and many countries today are on 
the verge of forever destroying 
large areas of their trees. Says the 
National Geographic, "Life's 
greatest storehouse, tropical forests, 
shrink annually by an estimated 
80,000 of their total ten million 
square miles through expanding ag
riculture, logging, and develop
ment. Demand for fuel has denuded 
African woodland and slopes in 
Haiti and Nepal-where erosion, 
landslides, and floods have in
creased and no cover may remain 
by 2020." Throw-away habits are 
clearly responsible for much en
vironmental damage. 

Another example of global pollu
tion is the misuse of plastics. The 
results of throw-away products can 
be seen in the use of plastic milk 
jugs. Not too many years ago in 
America, the milkman made his 
rounds every morning to deliver 
fresh bottles of milk and collect 
used ones. The food companies 
then decided that plastic milk jugs 
were cheaper and safer than glass 
ones, so glass milk bottles disap
peared and have become reminders 
of a slower time. Throw-away 
plastic jugs are used instead. Today, 
one can see plastic and paper litter 



VOLUME 5, NUMBER 1 25 

all across America and around the 
world-along city streets and coun
try roads, beside and under bridges, 
and at parks, bus stops, and shop
ping centers. Unfortunately, plastic 
never breaks down nor decays. 
Plastic lasts forever! 

Polluted Oceans and Foul Air 

The oceans of the world are now 
in danger of being choked with 
man's garbage-particularly plastic 
refuse. Sea animals get tangled up in 
plastic containers or try to eat them 
and die. In some areas, beaches are 
polluted by trash drifting in from 
the ocean dumping sites of ships 
and aircraft. (During the summers 
of 1987 and 1988, sewage spills 
forced the closure of some East 
Coast beaches.) 

Another gravely important eco
logical concern is air pollution. 
Caused by smoke from power gen
erating plants, factories, and auto
mobiles, the air in some large cities 
is a deadly cloud of noxious gases 
such as benzine, sulfur dioxide, 
lead, and carbon monoxide. 

The air in Cubatao, Brazil, is so 
foul from fertilizer and chemical 
plant emissions, that the area is 
known as the "valley of death." 
Residents must stay inside their 
homes at times for fear of being 
overcome by the poisonous fumes. 

Mexico City, located in a basin 
formed by surrounding mountains, 
suffers from trapped, dead air that 

is among the worst in the world. 
Polluted air is not confined to teem
ing Third World nations, however. 
Despite the wealth and advanced 
technology of North America, the 
air of its large cities is also badly 
polluted. Many people are not 
aware of it, but it is estimated that 
if you live in a large city like Los 
Angeles, Denver, Chicago, or New 
York, you breathe as much pollu
tion as you would get from smok
ing one pack of cigarettes a day. 
This is not surprising since each 
year, 65,000 different chemicals are 
spewed into the atmosphere. 

One of the most common pollut
ants, carbon monoxide, produced 
by cars, coal and oil furnaces, and 
coal-burning steel plants, causes 
heart damage and starves the body 
of oxygen. Acid rain is caused by 
burning high sulfur coal and poses 
another serious ecological problem. 
The following report in the Decem
ber 1988 National Geographic 
highlights the problem of acid rain. 
"First recognized as a regional issue 
in Scandinavia, acid rain, snow, and 
fog kill fish and other aquatic biota 
[sea life] and damage forests in 
Canada, the U.S., and western and 
central Europe. An estimated 
200,000 square miles of forest in in
dustrial countries are damaged by 
acid rain or other forms of air 
pollution." 

While throwing away paper 
plates may not seem serious, the 
habits of today's throw-away socie-
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ty has resulted in serious health 
problems from toxic chemicals. 
According to the Geographic, 
"New Jersey's Meadowlands bear 
the poisons of megalopolis. At 
New York's Love Canal, a sickened 
community was evacuated from 
atop a toxic waste dump. Part of 
San Diego Bay holds extremely 
high concentrations of PCB's [a 
highly toxic chemical used in in
dustry]." 

Fading Ozone 

The depletion of the ozone layer 
of the atmosphere presents a seri
ous threat to the world. Ozone is a 
form of oxygen which forms a pro
tective belt serving to screen out 
some of the sun's ultraviolet radia
tion. Ozone's depletion makes for a 
less effective screen, allowing more 
ultraviolet rays to bombard the 
earth. It is known that excessive ex
posure to the sun can lead to skin 
cancer, and in recent years, these 
cases have doubled· worldwide. De
pletion of ozone is caused by releas
ing mancmade CFC's (chlorofluor
ocarbons, used in things like air 
conditioners) into the atmosphere. 
Large holes in the ozone have been 
noted over the Antarctic, the Arc
tic, and urban areas in North 
America and elsewhere with large 
populations. 

The chemical assault upon the 
ozone will likely result in more 
cases of skin cancer around the 

world, particularly in the temperate 
zones such as North America and 
Europe and even decreased food 
production since excessive ultra
violet radiation is harmful to 
plants. 

Pollution: The Real Cause 

What is the cause of these dis
tressingly difficult problems? Can 
they be solved? And what attitude 
should the Christian have towards 
caring for the earth? Let's take a 
look at the cause of these problems 
first. 

One of the basic characteristics of 
humans is our constant desire to get 
more. We strive to obtain more 
material goods, more education, 
more status, more wealth, more 
power. If carefully balanced against 
the need to conserve and preserve, 
the desire for gain is not itself evil 
and can actually be good. For exam
ple, the desire to obtain a better 
home or car is not wrong as long as 
it is needed. The desire for some
thing becomes wrong when it is not 
needed, as pointed out in the fol
lowing parable from Luke 12:16-20. 

"And He spake a parable unto 
them, saying, The ground of a cer
tain rich man brought forth plenti
fully: And he thought within him
self, saying, What shall I do, be
cause I have not room where to be
stow my fruits? And he said, This 
will I do: I will pull down my 
barns, and build greater; and there 
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will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. And I will say to my soul, 
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 
for many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. But God said 
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then 
whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided?" The rich man 
did not need to pull down his exist
ing barns. This intention was 
wasteful and betrayed his vanity. 
He wanted to glorify his achieve
ments and wealth and then selfishly 
sit back and enjoy his goods with
out thinking about others. 

Rightful Gain 

The concept of legitimate gain, 
on the other hand, is embodied in 
the parable of the talents in Mat
thew 25:14-30. In verse 20, the man 
given five talents said, "Lord, thou 
deliveredst unto me five talents: be
hold, I have gained beside them five 
talents more." Far from condemn
ing rightful gain, this parable en
courages it; in fact, the servant who 
failed to secure a gain on his invest
ment was cast out. The key here is 
understanding what is rightful gain 
and what is greed. Rightful gain is 
productive but also sensitive to the 
needs of people and nature. For ex
ample, in ancient Israel, farmers 
were instructed to leave a portion 
of their crops for the poor (Lev. 
19:9, 10). They were also instructed 
to rest the land periodically in 

order to restore its fertility (Lev. 
25:1-6). These chapters enjoin the 
wise use of the land and decent 
treatment of laborers. 

Production, the Bible teaches, is 
good-in fact necessary-but must 
be within the limits of justice and 
in harmony with natural law. 
When gain is sought with no 
thought for these principles, great 
evils result from greed. Workers are 
sometimes required to produce 
goods and services at low wages and 
often under dangerous and un
healthful conditions. The result is 
sickness, labor conflicts, and lost 
production. AU these are caused by 
greed, the desire to gain at the ex
pense of another. 

Greed Causes Need 

Greed is the basic and underlying 
cause of today' s environmental and 
social problems. For example, there 
are enough resources in the world 
for everyone if shared more equita
bly. Fairly distributed, there is 
enough food in the world to pre
vent anyone from going hungry. 
This is illustrated by a story from 
the Philippines. It was known that 
U.S. ships carrying large quantities 
of grain would not be permitted to 
unload unless the local officials in 
charge were bribed. Since the grain 
shipment was part of a U.S. aid pro
gram, the bribes were not forth
coming. As a result, large quantities 
of grain rotted and many people 
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went unnecessarily hungry. 
Another example of rampant 

greed is found in the logging in
dustry. In the early part of this cen
tury in the United States, huge 
tracts of land were stripped of 
virgin timber. Some parts of the 
states of Oregon and Washington, 
naturally heavily forested, came to 
resemble deserts due to clear-cut
ting (a method of logging in which 
all trees, large and small, are cut). 

Here in the great oak forests of 
Missouri in the early 1900's, log
ging companies denuded large areas 
of Shannon, Carter, and Ripley 
counties through intensive clear
cutting. (It is said that some of the 
oak logs measured up to 12 feet in 
diameter and required 16 mules to 
pull.) Trees large and small were 
cut to supply railroad ties for the 
ever-growing railways. By the early 
1930's, as a result of this destructive 
cutting, these counties were suffer
ing from serious soil erosion from 
unchecked water run-off. Farms 
suffered, crops were poor, and the 
people were povertied. Beginning 
in the 1930's, the U.S. Forest Serv
ice began to reforest the land. Large 
areas of these counties were set 
aside as National Forest. 

Today, these counties once again 
enjoy the beauty of trees, and the 
Ozark Scenic Waterway provides 
protection to the beautiful Current 
River (and adjoining land) running 
through these Ozark counties. 

The main ingredient of these un-

happy examples of man's destruc
tion is greed. It is not wrong to cut 
trees when needed, but stripping 
the land of even small trees, which 
help replenish the forest, is greed at 
its worst. 

The wise man addressed the issue 
of greed when, speaking of the evil, 
he said, "And they lay wait for 
their own blood; they lurk privily 
for their own lives. So are the ways 
of every one that is greedy of gain. 
... " Prov. 1:18, 19. Evil people, 
Solomon says, in trying to trap 
others really trap themselves. In 
other words, what is sown is 
reaped. In ecological terms, man's 
greed and misdeeds to his environ
ment have come back to haunt 
him. Man has trapped himself. 

Much Talk-Little Action 

While writers, government of
ficials, scientists, and others argue 
about man's pollution of his en
vironment, the air becomes fouler, 
the water less drinkable, and forests 
continue to disappear. All offer 
insightful analyses of the results of 
global pollution, but few, if any, 
have pinpointed the underlying 
cause of man's trashing, burning, 
cutting, and smoking out of his 
habitat: greed. 

The greatest need in protecting 
our environment, therefore, is the 
need to educate people that this 
world is not ours, but is only a trust 
which has been loaned to us and de-
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mands our most careful use. People 
must be educated to understand 
that nothing in this world is inex
haustible; that thought must be 
given to future needs. The ideal of 
the North American Indians in this 
respect should be given attention: 
take only what you need, no more. 
If the earth is to escape a man-made 
upheaval, man must learn to curb 
his unrestricted appetite for the 
here and now and start thinking 
about the hereafter. People must be 

taught that greed is only temporari
ly satisfying; that in the end, it 
results in scarcity and want. To do 
this successfully would be to get to 
the root of the problem. In short, it 
requires a change in man's thinking 
and man's heart to protect the 
world that God created and still 
owns.-J eriel Bingham 0 

Coming next: Can Environmen· 
tal Problems be Solved? 

FOCUS ON BASHAN 

This issue of the TIDINGS begins 
a new feature, "Focus on Bashan." 
It is a pictorial report of the work 
in its many phases. 

This first report shows some 
of the buildings at Bashan. The 
Auditorium-Print Shop Complex, 
begun in late 1984 and completed in 
1987, houses the printing, binding, 
plate making, and trimming works. 
The Auditorium side provides a 
350-seat meeting place, a fully 
equipped kitchen, and a recording 
studio. (The Auditorium doubles as 
a Cafeteria.) The building is 125 
feet long and 90 feet wide, giving 
a total of 11,250 square feet. It 
is fully air-conditioned and is 
heated by two commercial wood 

furnaces. 
Bashan House is a "home" in 

many senses. It is home to the 
office, layout, photography, and 
typesetting departments. Its second 
and third floors are home to some 
workers and their families. It was 
started in 1970, completed three 
years later, and is Bashan's oldest 
building. 

The security wall was built by a 
local contractor in the fall of 1987. 
Made of concrete block and brick, 
its columns rise 14 feet to be topped 
by a steel arch proclaiming "Bashan 
Hill." It also has a heavy steel gate 
which is automatically opened and 
closed in the mornings and even-
mgs. 0 



The "Bashan Hill" arch entrance to 
The Davidian Seventh-day Adventist Association. 

Bashan House. 



Full view of Print Shop-Auditorium Complex. Auditorium 
includes kitchen, cafeteria and recording 

Printer Gene Gomez tnmmmg tracts. 
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THE VOICE OF NATHANIELS AND NICODEMUSES 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

Wants to Keep Pace 
With the Light 

Today I got a copy of Light At 
Eventide, Vol. 1, No. 1. If you 
would, please send me a list or in
dex to all your publications, and if 
you have a run-down on your posi
tion in Present Truth and a clear 
history of your organization. Be
sides our Bibles, we have Sister 
White's writings and most of V. T. 
Houteff's. We have been studying 
The Shepherd's Rod message lately. 
So please tell us your views and 
why you do not accept 's 
views. If you could send cassettes 
we would appreciate this also. We 
see so much going on these days, 
and we want to be keeping pace 
with new light, though we know 
some are racing ahead of Truth, 
some are rising above the simple, 
some are fanatical, and some are 
just plain counterfeits. There is no 
time to waste, so a straightforward 

approach would be best in our case. 
Thank you for your interest, 

time, and efforts to lift up a stand
ard for God. May it be found that 
your doctrines match "the law and 
the testimony" of Holy Writ. 

May God bless you and bring us 
all into His Kingdom in Heaven as 
on the earth. (Georgia) 

Personal Ministry 

I have been introduced to your 
publications by a long-time friend 
and brother in the Church. I look 
forward to receiving further infor
mation. (Canada) 

"Determined to Know 
the Truth" 

I am determined to know the 
truth and I would be very in
terested in investigating whatever 
message you have to present. 
(Maryland) 0 

THE VOICE OF LEAH'S CHILDREN 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

Prophecy Meeting Fulfillment 

Greetings to you, your immedi
ate family, the dwellers, and visi
tors with you on the hill of God. 
Your lines of the 28th were gladly 

received and carefully read. We 
thank the dear Lord for His keep
ing care over you during the past 
bad weather, and that He kept 
away the tornado with its destruc
tive elements. "To God be the 
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glory, great things He hath done." 
Thank God for what He enabled 

us from both here and in Florida to 
give help to Brother McFarlane. 

I am doing the best I can with the 
sighing and crying, but Satan has 
the ministers and the Sabbath 
School teachers trumpeting from 
the rostrum and their respective 
classes, not to listen to The 
Shepherd's Rod Message. This is 
what the people want to hear, for, 
as Sister White was shown, "when 
the message should come again, it 
would again be ridiculed, spoken 
against, and be rejected by the 
majority." And this is certainly 
meeting its fulfillment in all the 
churches. (Eastern U.S.) 

A Wonderful Illustration 
of Romans 12:21 

Since I communicated with you 
last concerning my checking ac
count records, a most wonderful 
thing has come out of this experi
ence. Believe me, I felt so bad that 
this happened that I became slight
ly depressed. 

I thought about what a burden 
this had caused all involved, includ
ing myself, not to mention the 
charge of $20.00 to my account. 
Then I thought I'd write a letter of 
apology to the staff of the bank. I 
thought this was a terrible witness 
for Jesus. After all the staff didn't 
know the true circumstances that 
caused the check to be returned. I 

didn't want them to think it was 
done out of deceit. Therefore I 
went into the branch office to get a 
copy print-out of all my transac
tions up to the present. 

By God's grace the lady who 
assisted me was very helpful. As I 
got ready to leave I gave her a very 
simple note of apology, nothing 
special. Actually it just said that I 
was sorry for any inconvenience 
the returned check had caused. She 
thought it was so wonderful that 
she brought it to the attention of 
the branch manager, and when she 
read it she, too, was impressed. She 
asked me if I had received my 
money back ($20.00). I told her no, 
I wasn't expecting it back, but she 
said, "You got it back." She went 
on to say that no one had ever 
apologized to the bank for a re
turned check and that it was very 
kind. She simply assured me that 
she would credit my account with 
$20.00. 

I thought it was a wonderful il
lustration of the beauty of the grace 
of God, and how He blesses even 
the most simple act of kindness 
done for His name's sake. The 
thing that impressed me the most 
was not the receiving of the $20.00, 
but just seeing the wonderful work
ings of God and the fulfillment of 
His promises in my time of need. It 
really encouraged me. I thought 
about Romans 12:21: "Be not over
come of evil, but overcome evil 
with good." (Eastern U.S.) 
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"My Greatest Interest" 

The furtherance of God's work is 
my greatest interest. To participate 
in this great plan of salvation as a 

teacher or hunter would be a great 
privilege. Therefore, please send an 
application form for the "School of 
the Prophets." May the Lord guide 
us on our way. (Florida) D 

THE VOICE OF LO~RUHAMAH AND LO-AMMI 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

"Change the Kitty Litter"! 

To whoever forgot, or was afraid, 
to sign this, your mass of words. 
Please change the kitty litter in 
which you hide your corporate 
heads; your minds smell of coward
ice. Please make your own state
ments defended by your own facts, 
and not try to twist in meanings 
from other denominational writ
ings. You have my sympathy but 
not my support. (Minnesota) 

Literature Will Be Thrown 
in the Trash 

I would appreciate your not send
ing neither me nor my husband 
anymore of your literature. I and 
my husband and family are true, 
dedicated Seventh-day Adventists. I 
have and am now studying with my 
pastor the correct doctrine. I have 
read about you and your offshoot 
beliefs. I don't care to read it and I 
will warn others. I plan to reach 
Heaven God's way, not yours. So 
please do not send me anymore lit
erature; it will only be thrown in 

the trash. 
P.S. You need to stop this foolish

ness. God is not pleased! (Pennsyl
vania) 

"Whatta You Say!" 

First of all you need to update my 
address as seen above. Secondly, 
you need to get a hold of yourself. 
Why get off on a tangent over the 
144,000 and the Keys, etc. I've read 
your booklet, The Keys of the King
dom, and I think you are sincere 
but you're hung up on small things 
and fail to see the whole picture. 

I've been an Adventist for thirty 
years and have heard of The Shep
herd's Rod from the beginning but I 
have yet to see the real fruits of 
your labor. 

If you would roll up your sleeves 
and go to work in the vineyard of 
the Lord instead of spending all 
your time shouting innuendos 
from Exeter, you would have won 
a far, far better crown of glory. 

I'm not trying to give you a hard 
time, but seriously try and rethink 
your position. I have no problem 
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with offshoots if they will go to 
work in the world field and not 
spend their time casting aspersions 
on the Church. When you do that 
you become a carbon copy of the 

eldest son in the story of the prod
igal son. Let's all pitch in and do 
what we can to finish this work so 
we can go home. Whatta you say! 
(Kentucky) D 

HEALTH WAVE 

HEAL YOUR HEART WITH AN EASY WALK 

Impressive New Evidence 
That Moderate Daily Exercise 

Can Help You Live Longer 

If you are in need of some inspira
tion to "keep up the good walk," 
get ready to beat feet. A major 
study has just confirmed what 
other studies have suggested all 
along: Every step you take is a step 
toward a stronger heart and a longer 

Some 12,000 men who were at 
risk for developing heart disease 
participated in the study. During 
seven years of follow-up, research
ers at the University of Minnesota 
School of Public Health found that 
those men who were moderately 
active in their leisure time had 30 
per cent fewer deaths from heart at
tacks than more sedentary men 
(Journal of the American Medical 
Association, November 6, 1987). 

In particular, the decreased 
chance of dying was associated with 
light- and moderate-intensity activi
ties: that is, walking-and also bicy
cling, ... gardening, yard work, 

home repairs, ... and swimming, for 
example. And the duration of acti
vity necessary to make a difference 
was only 30 to 69 minutes a day, 
the researchers report. "This is an 
encouraging finding ... since most 
people should be able to schedule 
this amount of time for physical ac
tiVIty as part of their daily 
routine," they say. 

This is not the first time scientists 
have seen this effect. In an ongoing 
study of Harvard alumni, research
ers found that men who burn 2,000 
or more calories a week in walking, 
stair-climbing or sports have a 28 
per cent lower death rate than those 
who do little or no exercise (New 
England Journal of Medicine, March 
6, 1986). 

The Minnesota researchers think 
that the main reason for the lower 
death rate in more active men is the 
effect of improved physical fitness 
on the heart. Studies show that a 
regular walking program lowers 
blood pressure and resting heart 
rate. And it improves aerobic fit
ness, the ability of the body to use 
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oxygen. 
Walking decreases levels of 

artery-clogging blood fats while in
creasing the level of HDL, the 
beneficial kind of cholesterol. And 
walking helps make the heart mus
cle stronger. 

Many studies suggest that walk
ing can help prevent a second heart 
attack in people who have already 
experienced one. 

Other Body Benefits 

But the benefits of walking don't 
stop at a healthier heart. Among 
the other reasons to keep in step: 
Weight Control: Exercise may also 
lead to a longer life by helping peo
ple maintain their proper body 
weight, say the Minnesota research
ers. 

If you are a Prevention reader, 
you probably know that exercise is 
an important component of any 
weight loss program. And walking 
is particularly well suited to the 
task because it is so gentle. The last 
thing an overweight person needs is 
an exercise that pounds his joints. 

Walking revs up your metabo
lism so you burn more calories. 
And it increases the burning of 
body fat, not muscle. That is im
portant because muscle tissue burns 
more calories. The more muscle 
you lose, the harder it is to burn 
calories. Walking may also help 
curb your appetite. 
Mood Elevation: Walking can lift 

your spirits by stimulating the re
lease of natural mood-elevating 
chemicals called endorphins, stud
ies show. And some researchers 
have found it helpful in easing 
depression. 

In a study at the University of 
Southern California, researchers 
found walking to be more effective 
than a tranquilizer in relieving anx
iety. 

A brisk walk steps up blood flow 
to the brain, making for clearer and 
more creative thinking, some stud
ies suggest. 

Walking is a social activity-you 
can do it with a friend and enjoy 
their company. And there is no 
question that the feeling of accom
plishment at having sustained a 
regular walking program is a real 
confidence builder. 
Stronger Bones: Bones need exer
cise, too. They respond to weight
bearing exercises, such as walking, 
by taking on more calcium. They 
can become thicker, stronger and 
more resistant to osteoporosis. 
Some studies show that the progres
sion of osteoporosis is slowed by 
regular exercise. 
A Pain-Free Back: Walking can 
help relieve back pain by strength
ening and toning muscles that make 
the spine more stable. Unlike run
ning, it puts no more stress on 
spinal disks than standing, and less 
stress on back muscles than sitting. 
Increased Energy: A brisk 
10-minute walk can make you feel 
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more energetic than the often
touted candy bar can, reports a 
researcher from California State 
University. Robert E. Thayer, 
Ph.D., found that the energy boost 
from walking not only kicked in 
sooner but also lasted longer. And 
the people in the study were less 
tense after the walk than after the 
sweet treat. 
A Whole-Body Tone-Up: Your 
legs, hips, buttocks and lower ab
domen all see action in walking. As 

you pump your arms, they get a 
workout, too. So do your shoulders 
and forearms, your sides, back and 
chest. The vigorous breathing ex
pands your chest and lungs, and 
gets your diaphragm working. 

Walking has been shown to act as 
a good substitute for cigarette 
smoking, to help alleviate head
aches in some people, and to dis
courage the onset as well as the pro
gression of varicose veins.-Preven
tion, April1988, pp. 22, 24, 28. D 

THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

ESSENTIAL OIL 

Harry and Eva Morse were on 
the floor one day, playing with 
their blocks, while their mother sat 
near, sew mg. 

Presently Harry stopped his play, 
and looking earnestly into the 
grate, said: "Mamma, you prom
ised to pop some corn next time the 
fire looked just so. See, there's no 
black coal and no blaze. Will you, 
mamma?'' 

"Please, mamma, do pop some 
corn," said little Eva, dropping her 
blocks. 

"Well," answered Mrs. Morse, 
"you may go and ask Bridget for 
the popper and an ear of corn." 

The children came quickly back, 
Eva bringing the popper, and 
Harry the corn and a dish to put it 
lll. 

"May I shake it just a little?" asked 
Eva. "No, dear," replied the 
mother; "you wouldn't do it fast 
enough, and the corn would 
scorch." 

In a few minutes, it began to 
snap, snap, snap, in a most delight
ful manner. Eva clapped her hands 
merrily: "See, mamma," she cried, 
"they are turning wrong side out. 
Hear them laugh! See them jump!" 

But Harry was deep in thought. 
Soon he asked, 

"Mamma, what makes the corn 
pop?" 

"The heat causes it to swell until 
its skin cracks open," answered 
Mrs. Morse. 

The little boy was silent a mo
ment, evidently not satisfied, as he 
was quite a thinker for an eight-
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year-old. 
"Mamma," said slowly, 

"there must be something more, or 
else peas and beans would do the 
same; won't. 

"How do you know?" questioned 
the mother, laughingly, 

"I've · it. I two beans on 
the stove, stirrine: them 
with the poker; but 
up-didn't 

" 

"hows and of uuu"'''-u".' 

found that in every 
of popcorn there is a tiny 
an essential that is highly ex-
plosive. This is distributed 
through every particle inside 
shining yellow coat. When the corn 
becomes hot enough, the oil ex
plodes; and, as by shaking the pop
per the kernel is heated all over 
alike, every bit of oil explodes at 
the same instant, cooking the corn 
as· well as changing its shape. You 
s.ee the results-these delicious, 
beautiful things; we might call 
them snowflakes, they are so light 
and white and fairy-like!' 

As the corn was emptied into the 
dish, Harry noticed two or three 
unparched kernels. 

"Why didn't they pop?" he asked,, 
"I suppose they are not quite 

perfect," was the 
"Didn't essen·· 

tial oil?" 
"Probably not," answered the 

mother, musingly. Harry's ques
tions had set her to thinking. Soon 
she called to come and sit near 
her. "Do you understand what I 
said about the corn?" she asked. 

was the answer. 
"I understand all it, and I 
won't 

"Weli, I've of 
something a little like it. 

we can it over, and 
You remem

Hester 

"I guess 1 Isn't she 
likes and 

me stories, gave me 
cookies." 

"Yes, she likes boys; but that 
isn't all. loves everybody, and 
has as kind words and sweet smiles 
for the poorest as for her nearest 
friends. But there is old Mrs. Cole, 
who was here yesterday. What do 
you think of her?" 

"I hope she'll never come again!" 
exclaimed Harry. "If she does, I'll 
go and stay in the barn. She's 
crosser than a bear." 

"Did she speak crossly to you?" 
"Not exactly to me, but she 

talked real mean about boys; and 
her eyes looked as though they'd 
snap my head off. I don't like her 
one bit." 

"Aunt Hester and Mrs. Cole 
were girls together," continued 
Mrs, Morse, went to 
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same school and church, and I have 
heard it said that Mrs. Cole was a 
livelier girl than Aunt Hester. But 
they have both had a great deal of 
trouble. Their husbands and chil
dren have died. Aunt Hester is fee
ble and poor, and Mrs. Cole is very 
lame. How differently has sorrow 
affected them! The Bible compares 
sorrow to a furnace, and speaks of 
those who have suffered as having 
been tried by fire. That reminds us 
of the popcorn. The heat of sorrow 
has made Aunt Hester more and 
more lovely, while poor Mrs. Cole 
has only grown hard and bitter. 
Can you tell me why?" 

"I guess," said Harry, thoughtful
ly, "that Aunt Hester has had more 
essential oil." 

"I guess so, too. And what shall 
we name it?" 

"Goodness?" suggested Harry. 
"Let us call it Christliness; for that 

means love, joy, peace, long-suffer
ing, and much more. Aunt Hester 
loved Jesus when a little girl, that 
was the starting point." 

"And doesn't Mrs. Cole love 

Jesus?" 
"I am afraid not. She feels hard 

toward God for taking away her 
husband and children." 

Harry's eyes filled with tears, as 
he said, "I am sorry for het. Lwish 
she loved Jesus." 

"The love of Christ wilL help 
every one to bear trouble; little 
children as well as grown people," 
continued Mrs. Morse. "And if 
we really have that love, all the 
trials of life will only increase it, 
and make us more like him. We 
cannot all be beautiful in face, but 
we can be beautiful in heart and 
life." 

"Mamma," said Harry, solemn
ly, "I'll pray every day for God 
to put essential oil into my heart." 
-The Well-Spring (The Youth's In
structor, September 10, 1884). 0 

A note to all little people: if you 
have enjoyed this story, write a 
short letter to us telling why, and 
we will print your replies in the 
next TIDINGS. 

WHAT COUNTS 

In the sight of God and heaven, 
As man up life's ladder mounts, 

We are judged, not by our preaching
It's the life we live that counts! 

-Unknown 
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NOTICES 

THE SCHOOL OF THE PROPH
ETS: The opening date for the 
School of the Prophets, as has been 
previously announced, has been 
changed to June 6. Matriculation 
and orientation will be on June 5. 
As Bulletin No. 16 announced, we 
were set to accept seven students, 
but since then the decision has been 
reached to matriculate ten students, 
the limit we can possibly accommo
date at this time. So here are some 
urgent requests for prayers about 
the School: Plead earnestly with the 
Lord (1) that the students will be 
prepared spiritually as well as 
physically to enter the course of 
study; that those who are com
ing from overseas will encounter 
no difficulties in securing their 
visas; (3) that the Lord's blessing 
will attend those who are working 
on the material for the course of 
studies; and finally ( 4) that aU will 
receive a special infilling of the 
Holy Spirit of God's abound
ing grace and that righteousness 
and truth might characterize the 

of all who participate in the ac
tivities of the SchooL 
SEMINAR '89: Several have sent 

in their applications. 
IMPORTANT WORK FOR ALL: 
The most important work at this 
time is the Name Ingathering Cam
paign. The various companies 
should organize themselves to take 
action in this most important direc
tive. One company in the South has 
divided itself into two or three 
groups, and have been going to dif
ferent localities to gather names and 
addresses and directories. The Lord 
is blessing their efforts, for to date 
they have sent in several directories 
and many names and addresses. 
Please remember them in your 
prayers. And above all, do your ut
most to emulate their example. 
When engaging in this work, re
member that taste and tact do much 
to attract. Maintain a pleasant and 
courteous demeanor at all times 
even if you run into opposition. 
Pray for guidance to know 
right words to speak and to main
tain truthfulness 
under circumstances. 
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
print legibly names 
dresses you send in" Do not 

as 
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NEW ·PUBliCATIONS: The An
swerer, Book No.3 and Tract No.6, 
Why Perish? have been reprinted. 
Those who do not have them may 
request them on a separate piece of 
paper, and include your name and 
address. 
SIZE 'AND PAGINATION OF 
TRACTS AND T.G.'S: As you will 
notice, the tracts have been en
larged and are now the size of the 
Timely Greetings. This was done 
to conserve paper and other print
ing materials and to accommodate 
the new press. However, we have 
retained ·the pagination of the old 
Mt. Carmel tracts by putting the 
old paging in brackets at the bot
tom.· of each page. This will facili
tate our use of the Rod Index. 
FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION: By 
the time you receive and read this 
TIDINGS, two months will have 
gone from this year already. Are 
you rejoicing in the fact that you 
are among those who have sent in 
their Applications and have re
ceived their Fellowship Certifi
cates? If ·so, may Heaven's peace 
and ·ble5sing rest upon you in your 
rejoicing that the Fellowship card 
might mean to you what you 
pledged that it should. If you are 
among those who have not yet sent 
inoyour Applicationfor one reason 
or another; and .you know you 
qualify ·to ·receive · the Certificate, 
maythe Spirit of Truth show you 
the urgency and the need to do so 
today,· since no one knows what 

tomorrow holds. 
HUNTER NEWS: Remember to 
pray for Sister McDonald who is 
working in the East at present. The 
Lord is blessing her efforts. Souls 
are coming to the knowledge of the 
truth and are taking their stand for 
it. 

Brethren Billy and Forde have 
left Barbados on an extended field 
trip to Africa. From the letters we 
have had from Brother Billy so far, 
the Lord has blessed their efforts in 
Ghana. Their itinerary will take 
them from Nigeria, where they 
presently are, to Kenya and Sudan 
before returning to London, where 
they hope to spend some time in 
giving help to the company there, 
and in strengthening the work in 
general. They are on a very impor
tant mission, and they need your 
prayers. The next TIDINGS will in
clude a more detailed report of 
their mission. 
MONTH-END PRAYER AND 
FASTING: DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
UNITED PRAYER? Do YOU, 
Brother, Sister? In the crucially 
demanding situation in which we 
100%-ROD-only Davidians find 
ourselves in the evil days which are 
now upon us, we cannot afford to 
rob our souls of the benefit of 
wholehearted united prayer three 
times daily-morning, noon, and 
night, and Friday evenings. 

Again, the needs of the work and 
the salvation of souls press upon us 
the searching questions: 
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don't think there is need of it? Do you week by week look for
ward to the fellowship of prayer 
and fasting on the last Sabbath of 
each month? If you don't, do you 
realize that you are thereby in ef
fect saying to yourself, to God, and 
to all concerned, either that you 
don't care about your own progress 
and the progress of the work or 
that you don't believe in united 
prayer and fasting, or else that you 

Brethren, let us make each 
month-end Sabbath of prayer and 
fasting, in the few months left be
fore the School and Seminar, as in
cense unto the Lord, by our whole
souled participation. And God for
bid that He ask us in the Judgment 
the woeful question: "When ye 
fasted ... did ye at all fast unto Me, 
even to Me?" Zech. 7:5. D 

THE NEW YEAR 

What do you keep for us, 0 stranger Year? 
Days overfull of grief, or loving cheer? 
Of ease, or toil? We question vainly thus; 
For no reply the New Year has for us. 

But face of Christ we see with love alight, 
And this it tells us: "Depth, nor breadth, nor height, 
Nor present things, nor those that are to be, 
In any wise can sunder you from me." 

Thrice welcome, then; we need not shrink in fear 
From aught that you can bring us, untried Year! 
Christ's arm is 'round us. Speed you on your way; 
And we will try to make each passing day 

The setting for some loving-hearted deed 
Or tender word to those who are in need 
Of gentle ministries. So shall we be, 
Dear Christ, at the year's end more near to Thee. 

-Young People's Weekly 

(AU brackets and parentheses, and all emphases in quotations, supplied if not 
otherwise indicated.) 
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