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MT. CARMEL [NOW BASHAN] 
IN THE PROCESS OF 

RESIDRING ALL THINGS AS IN THE BEGINNING 

'' 'BY the word of the Lord 
were the heavens made; 

and all the host of them by the 
breath of His mouth .... For He 
spake, and it was ... He command
ed, and it stood fast' (Ps. 33:6, 9). 
He 'laid the foundations of the 
earth, that it should not be re
moved forever.' Ps. 104:5. 

'' ... He who set the starry worlds 
on high and tinted with delicate 
skill the flowers of the field, Who 
filled the earth and the heavens 
with the wonders of His power, 
when He came to crown His glori
ous work, to place one in the midst 
to stand as ruler of the fair earth, 
did not fail to create a being wor
thy of the hand that gave him 
life .... 

''As man came forth from the 
hand of his Creator, he was of lofty 
stature and perfect symmetry. His 
countenance bore the ruddy tint of 
health and glowed with the light of 
life and joy. Adam's height was 
much greater than that of men who 
now inhabit the earth. Eve was 
somewhat less in stature; yet her 
form was noble, and full of beau
ty .... 

''After the creation of Adam 
every living creature was brought 
before him to receive its name; he 
saw that to each had been given 
a companion, but among them 
'there was not found an helpmeet 
for him.' Among all the creatures 
that God had made on the earth, 
there was not one equal to man. 
And God said, 'It is not good that 
the man should be alone; I will 
make him an help meet for him.' 
Man was not made to dwell in 
solitude; he was to be a social be
ing. Without companionship, the 
beautiful scenes and delightful 
employments of Eden would have 
failed to yield perfect happiness. 
Even communion with angels 
could not have satisfied his desire 
for sympathy and companionship. 
There was none of the same nature 
to love and to be loved. 

"God Himself gave Adam a 
companion. He provided 'an help 
meet for him' -a helper corre
sponding to him-one who was fit
ted to be his companion, and who 
could be one with him in love and 
sympathy. Eve was created from a 
rib taken from the side of Adam, 
signifying that she was not to con
trol him as the head, nor to be 
trampled under his feet as an in-
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but to stand his side as 
to be loved and prc~tec:ted 

hlm. A of man, hone of his 
and flesh of his 

wru; hi§ second 

I 
dose union a.'ld the affectionate at
tachment that should exist in this 

I rel!ltiono 'For no man ever 
I - A y_• "' • h t ! h.ateu. ~as own uut nouns_ etJ.1 
I and cherisheth it! 5:29. 

I' 'Th.~!refore s_~all a man I_eave his 
father and lus and shaH 

I cleave unto his 
be one.' 

"God celebrated the first mar
Thus the institution has for 

the Creator of the 

of the 

fM"'"'";;,.,,,., fruit 
of the richest and most vaxied hues. 
It was the work of .Adam and Eve 
to train the branc;her; of the vine to 
form thus making for 
themselves a dwemng from 
trees covered with 

is honorable' I There were 
It v1as one of the first 

of God to man, and it is one 
of the two that. after 

trees. Its fruit "F£J""" "" 
, of and and had the 
I ··;: 
'I power to be. 

"The creation was now com~ 
''I'he heavens and the earth 

' ''"w""u, and aU the host of 
God saw everything 

behold, it 
was very good! Eden bloom.ed on 

1:1r.ture. I erui:h. Adam and Eve h"'-d free ac-
"i\nd the Lord God planted a cess l:o the tree of Hft;. No taint of 

stars 
lv~"'~n;r;;r, and all the sons of 
:>n.~;~!Jlt~:::o fbr Job 38:7. 

Jehovah h<i.d laid 
He had 
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whole world in the 
and had mled it with 

usdul to man; He had ere~ 
ated an the wonders of the land. 
and of the 5ea. In six the 
work of creation had been accom·· 

v:mi the institutil:m of the 
Sabbath-~-home and resL And the 
former's instituted the first 

the tw·o, and 

that "the 
And God 'rested on the 

seventh fwm all His work 
which He had made. And God 

' declared to the ''was 
1nade for man, and not man 
the Sabbath. fvlark 2:27. 

blessed the seventh and sm1co 
tified because that h1 it He had I the first 
rested from aU Hi§ work which 
God created and made.' God 
looked with satisfaction upon the 
work of His hands. i~Jl wa'> 

of its divine 
not as one 'Nea.ry, but as 

!J"""''"'"" with the fruits of His 
and goodness and the 

~.,.,~91LU.p!\;;t.1H!_5 the 
but also their own 

''After resting upon the seventh every that 
God sanctified or so;;t it upon the besides the pos-

as a day of rest for n::mn. session of their Eden home" and 
the of the Cre,, access to the tree of life" 

man was to rest .upon this 3:24.) 
day, that as he should look 

upon the heavens and the earth, he to 
reHect upon God's woman God said: 

work of and that as he "I wm tl:Iy sor~ 

should behold the evidences of i mw and 
God's wisdom HJJ.d . his I thou shalt bring forth -.;uJL!un:;u; 

heart might be filled 'Nith love and desire shaH be to thy husb:ml1, 
reverence for his Maker.''-~ PP and he shaH rule over thee. And 
44-47. unto Adam He said, Because 

The make hast hearkened unto the voice of 

tutions brought fmth fmm beau~ 
tiful Eden are the institution of i 

and hast eaten of the tree, 
of which I commanded tnee, say

Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed 
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is the ground for thy sake; in sor
row shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life; thorns also and thistles 
shall it bring forth to thee; and 
thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 
in the sweat of thy face shalt thou 
eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.'' Gen. 
3:16-19. 

Now arises the question, ''When 
and how will the first dominion be 
restored?" to which the Scriptures 
answer: 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the coming of 
the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord: and he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children and 
the heart of the children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse." Mal. 4:5, 6. 

And Jesus says: "Elias verily 
cometh first, and restoreth all 
things" (Mark 9:12). Therefore, 
Elijah's coming must precede both 
the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord and His second coming; and 
when he comes, he must restore all 
things. 

Jesus' statement in Mark 9:12 
proves that before He appears the 
~ond time, wmeone-antitypical 
Elijah-"oometh first, and restor-

all things." Hence the domin-
ion l;l.nd aU ·was lost must be 
restored in tiine of Elijah's mes-

sage, yea even the curses of the 
earth must then be removed: "In 
that day," saith the Lord, "win I 
make a covenant for them with the 
beasts of the field, and with the 
fowls of heaven, and with the 
creeping things of the ground: and 
I will break the bow and the sword 
and the battle out of the earth, and 
will make them to lie down safely. 
And I will betroth thee unto Me for 
ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto 
Me in righteousness, and in judg
ment, and in lovingkindness, and 
in mercies!' Hos. 2:18, 19. 

"The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling to
gether; and a little child shall lead 
them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together: and the lion shaH 
eat straw like the ox. And the suck
ing child shall play on the hole of 
the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice' 
den. They shaH not hurt nor de
stroy in all My holy mountain: for 
the earth shall be full of the knowl
edge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." Isa. 11:6-9. 

"He will swallow up death in 
victory; and the Lord God will. 
wipe away tears from aU faces; 
and the rebuke of His people shall 
He take away from off all the 
earth: for the Lord hath spoken it. 

-' -···-····~--·· I 



VOLUME 8, NUMBER 1 7 

And it shall be said in that day, I..o, 
this is our God; we have waited for 
Him, and He will save us: this is 
the Lord; we have waited for Him, 
we will be glad and rejoice in His 
salvation." Isa. 25:8, 9. 

''And God shall wipe away an 
tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sor
row, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away." Rev. 21:4. 

"For as the new heavens and the 
new earth, which I will make, shall 
remain before Me, saith the Lord, 
so shall your seed and your name 
remain. And it shall come to pass, 
that from one new moon to an
other, and from one Sabbath to an
other, shan all flesh come to wor
ship before Me, saith the Lord." 
Isa. 66:22, 23. 

''And He shewed me a pure river 
of water of life, dear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb. In the midst 
of the street of it, and on either side 
of the river, was there the tree of 
life, which bare twelve manner of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. 
And there shall be no more curse: 
but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and His serv
ants shall serve Him: and they shall 
see His face; and His name shall be 
in their foreheads." Rev. 22:1-4. 

The foregoing passages show 
that the message by antitypical Eli
jah shaH bring back the dominion 
which Adam lost, and, as far as the 
prophecies abovementioned are 
concerned, the only institution that 
apparently seems to remain in 
darkness as to its continuance and 
restoration to its original sacredness 
is the institution of marriage. But 
how could the Lord possibly allow 
Himself, during the very time in 
which all things must be restored, 
to annul the first of all the institu
tions which He Himself instituted 
-the crowning act in the week of 
creation, and in favor of which He 
said, "it is not good that man 
should be alone"? 

Moreover, how could the Word 
say that Elijah must restore all 
things if he were not also going to 
restore the marriage institution? 
Furthermore, if God saw that it 
was not good for man to be alone 
originally in the Garden of Eden, 
then why should it be good for him 
when he returns to Eden? Or shaH 
we all now, in this time of gather
ing, and of receiving the inherit
ance of the first dominion, divorce 
our wives? 

If the redeeming of the saints 
must spell divorce for them, why, 
then, should God compose the 
kingdom of both sexes? Would 
Adam, who chose to die rather 
than to part from Eve, enjoy life, 
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~pon returning to his Eden cause? And He answered and said 
I i:~ir~e, his wife should he unto Have ye not 

I or if he should then ha-ve to divorce He which made them at the 
her? Knade them male and 

· the say For this cause shall a man 
of Elijah that "he shaH turn the leave father and and shall 
heart of the fathers to the ' deave to his wife: and twain 
and the heart of the children to I shall be one flesh'? Wherefore 

are no more but one nesh" 
_ and Joel What therefore God 

2:16, which says, "Gather the peo~ together, let not man 
ple, sanctify the as- Matt. 19:3-6. 
semble the elders, gather the chi!- Just as Satan has perverted 
dren, and those that suck the Sabbath so he has pervertecl 
breasts:' prove that Elijah's mes- the 1narria2:e relation. and there-
!lage is to umte not §~!pa-
r'dte therrL 

The Spirit of God revealed to 
Paul that in the latter evil 
spirits would attempt to overthrow 
God's for His "Now 
the sr;eaketh that 
ln the latter times §Orne shall depart 
from the heed to se-- m.ost rrmmage:; prove 
dudng spirits; and doctrines ''the fewer 

... forbidding to contracted, the bet-
1 Tim. :l both men and wmnen" 

Whereas we need no VoL 5, p, In 

need to know 
how to live. 
thorough refbrmatim1~''a 
in ideas and theories. habits and 
practicel'L" -COR 154. 

that God 
can honor are those which are 
entered u.pon after both par
ties inquire of Him and receive His 

affu~;ts the after life 
1 both in this~wor!d and in the world 
to COlfll.e. A SXl1Cere Christian wm 

tmto Him, Is it lawful for a man 
to put away his wife for every I 

that God cannot ap~ 
359:1. 
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''The tie Is the the 
most tender and sacred of any on 
earth. It was to be a bless

to mankind. And it is a bless
wherever the 

357. 
is honorable in 
undefiled: but 

and adulterers God 
" Heb. 13:4. 

then must be blame .. 
less, the husband of one 
ilant, sober. of 

not a covetous; 
that ruleth wen his own house. hav

- his children in 
all 2ravitv." 1 Tim. 3:2··4. 

,_,.,.,amvu of the Phar·-· 

characteristic as touching 
the §acred institution of 
"Jesus His hearers 
the .. .institution as ordained at 

them to 

not that is an 
God in Heaven'' everlasting but also that 
reveal that we have lost in the time of the restitution of all 
true marriage institution. And ·as things, it is of for 
God has . made known I were it not so, the devils would not 
to us the state of our future life, we waste a m.o:ment it. 

"frmu the of the 
controversy, il: has been . 

Satan's" "studied effmt to I 
the to weake~J 

---· 
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its obligations and lessen its sacred
ness; for in no surer way could he 
deface the image of God in man 
and open the door to misery and 
vice."-PP 338:2, 1. 

"Marriage was in God's order; 
it was one of the first institutions 
which He established. He gave 
special directions concerning this 
ordinance, clothing it with sancti
ty and beauty; but these directions 
were forgotten, and marriage was 
perverted and made to minister to 
passion. A similar condition of 
things exists now."-Id. 101:2. 

"Like every other one of God's 
good gifts entrusted to the keeping 
of humanity, marriage has been 
perverted by sin, but it is the pur
pose of the gospel to restore its 
purity and beauty." -MB 100:1. 

Inspiration further says: "And 
He answered and told them, Elias 
verily cometh first, and restoreth all 
things" (Mark 9:12). "In the time 
of the end every divine institution 
is to be restored."-PK 678:2. 

The foregoing passages make 
dear at least three main facts; 
namely: 

1. That the fm;t institution which 
God ordained and established on 
earth was that of marriage; and 
that the second was that of the 
Sabbath. 

2. That God intended that both 
of these institutions should endure 
intact. but that Satan has perverted 

and corrupted them, until today 
they retain but little of their pristine 
purity. 

3. That consequently, in the time 
of the end, God will send Elijah 
the prophet to restore not only 
both of these, but also an other 
desecrated, divine institutions. 

Hence, as aU things must be 
restored, and as Elijah must effect 
their restoration, it follows that, as 
the joint institutions of marriage 
and the Sabbath were the first to 
be instituted, and the first to be 
profaned and debased, they must 
therefore be the first to be restored. 

Moreover, as there is no truth 
where there is no type, the work
ing out of divine design, in ordain
ing and establishing, on Friday, the 
sixth day of creation, the marriage 
institution, and on the seventh day, 
the Sabbath, thus gave type both 
to the reestablishing of these in
stitutions, and to the restoring of 
them to the sanctity and beauty of 
their first estate. And as we must 
observe the Sabbath on the seventh 
day, likewise we ought to solemnize 
marriage on Friday, the sixth day 
of the week. 

Furthermore, as God foresaw 
that in the closing hours of proba
tion, the order of events would be 
singularly anomalous and preter
natural, He mercifully thus fore
warned us in the following familiar 
statements: 
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"Let me tell you that the Lord 
will work in this last work in a 
manner very much out of the com
mon order of things, and in a way 
that will be contrary to any human 
planning" (TM 300:0). Therefore, 
with the one who is to come in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, men will 
find fault and say, " 'You are too 
earnest, you do not interpret the 
Scriptures i.n the proper way. Let 
me tell you how to teach your 
message.' "-Id. 475, 476. 

Nevertheless, as representatives 
of the Elijah message, we are called 
to lead out by precept and exam
ple in the restoration of all things, 
especially the marriage and the 
Sabbath institutions, for the one 
represents the home, and the other 
the memorial of its creation. 
Therefore, before "we go forth to 
proclaim the Sabbath more fully" 
(EW pp. 33, 85), we must lift up 
marriage, the first institution, from 
the sordid depths to which Satan 
has plunged it. 

Hence the many friends of The 
Shepherd's Rod well remember 
how that, from the very beginning 
that divine guidance has so 
strangely to human planning 
shaped and characterized the prog
ress of the sealing message, will 
anew be greatly surprised and will 
rejoice to see the oft' fulfilled pre
dictions lending still further evi
dence to the truth of the message 

by again fulfilling themselves with 
remarkable point and accuracy, this 
time in an event, in the singularly 
coincidental aspects of which, "the 
man of wisdom shall see" more 
than mere fortuitous circumstance. 

Exactly at the close of the sev
enth year of the sealing message, 
and, as with our father Adam, on 
Friday, the sixth day of the week, 
January 1, the outworking of Prov
idential purpose and design, restor
ing type in antitype, united in holy 
wedlock Brother V. T. Houteff and 
Sister Florence Hermanson, who 
has been connected with the mes
sage of Present Truth from its in
ception, and who, for the past three 
years, has been in active service to 
this cause. The ceremony, per
formed by Elder E. T. Wilson, was 
simple, solemn, and unforgettable, 
beautifully befitting the occasion. 
Moreover, it was the first marriage 
on Mount Carmel, the home of the 
Elijah message, which is now in the 
process of restoring "every divine 
institution.'' 

And now to these faithful two, 
who, from the outset of the seal
ing message have labored so tire
lessly in the interest of God's peo
ple, The Symbolic Code bids "God 
Speed" on their journey together 
to our long disinherited and aban
doned Eden home.-M. J. B.--The 
Symbolic Code, Vol. 3, No.2, pp. 
4-8. 0 
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DAVID AND BATHSHEBA 

THE story of David and Bath
sheba is the story of a man's 

lust for another man's wife. It is the 
story of the deceitfulness of sin and 
its sorrowful consequences. It be
gins with David, commonly re
garded as one of the greatest men 
in the Bible. His name appell!.rs well 
over 1,000 times in the Bible, more 
than any other man or woman. He 
is called a prophet, patriarch, and 
"a man after God's own heart" 
(Acts 2:29, 13:22; 1 Sam. 13:14). 
He is listed among the heroes of 
the faith chapter (Heb. 11). Even 
Jesus was called "the son of 
David" (Matt. 20:30). Certainly 
David was a man called and chosen 
of God-yet even this man fell! 

There are Christians who may 
feel they are so wen established in 
their Christian walk, that a faU in
to sin would be impossible for 
them! But notice the Biblical warn
ing: "Let him that thlnketh he 
stru1deth take heed lest he fall" 
(l Cor. 10:12). We must not forget 
that sin is deceitful; it makes 
promises but never really keeps 
them. All of this i!l well illustrated 
in the story of David and Bath
sheba. 

Usually when people lose out 
\vith God, it i§ not instantly, but 
~dually--asthornsthatdrawthe 

from a olMt (Lul.re 8:14), Most 

who are going 100 miles an hour 
for God do not shift into an instant 
reverse for the deviL Church at
tendance drops off. Regular Bible 
reading and prayer fall by the way
side. Excuses replace convictions. 
The kingdom of God is no longer 
in first place. Little by little, as the 
spiritual life wanes, one is opened 
up to temptation and sin. So it was 
in David's case. 

First of all, there was IDLENESS. 

"And it came to pass, after the year 
was expired, at the time when kings 
go forth to battle, that David ... 
tarried still at Jerusalem." 2 Sam. 
H:L 

The snows and storms of winter 
were now past, it was springtime, 
that romantic season of the year. 
It was the time when kings went 
forth to battle. But kind David, in
stead of leading his army on to vic
tory, sent Joab. He "TARRIED ... at 
Jerusalem." 

Reading the word "tarried" 
brings to mind some other peo
ple centuries later, tarried at 
Jerusalem (Luke 24:29). But what 
a contrast! David tarried at Jeru
salem and fell into sin; the disci
ples tarried at Jerusalem and were 
filled with the Spirit! The disciples 
tarried at Jerusalem and looked to 
the ascended Christ; David tarried 
at Jerusalem and looked at the 

---------------~-
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woman next door! 
While thousands of soldiers were 

risking their lives for David, he 
idled in the palace and stole the 
wife of a man who was willing to 
die for him. Could sin be any lower 
than to steal the wife of a man sent 
to fight for his country? Yet this 
has often happened in times of 
war. Even David, becoming idle, 
fell into this horrible sin. 

Often when children get into 
trouble it is because of idleness. It 
is not necessarily that they want to 
be bad, but not being kept busy 
with dean, constructive projects 
and interest, they go astray. 

Though we don't usually link 
idleness with the sinful city of Sod
om, yet the Bible says: "Abun~ 

dance of idleness was in her." Ezek. 
16:49. 

It has been said that "an idle 
mind is the devil's workshop" and 
this is true. We must keep active, 
fighting off the curse of idleness in 
mind and body. "Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might" (Eccles. 9:10). One who 
keeps busy for God will not have 
time for the devil! Evil will not 
overcome him; he will ''overcome 
evil with good." Romans 12:21. 

David's next step in the wrong 
direction was WST OF THE EYES. 

As he walked on the housetop, he 
had no fear that he would bear
rested as a "peeping Torn." The 

common concept was that the king 
could do no evil. The first glance 
may have been an accident, for 
whlch David could not be blamed. 
But when he continued to look, 
and lust, it was another step in his 
downward path. 

John points out that the "lust of 
the eyes'' is of the world and con
trary to the will of God (l John 
2:15-17). Jesus said: "Whosoever 
looketl1 on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart" (Matt. 
5:28). The connection between the 
lust of the eyes and the lust of the 
flesh is obvious. Even as the body 
can be no more healthy than the 
food it receives, so our spiritual 
level cannot be any better than 
what we receive through our eyes 
and ears. Jesus said, "Take heed 
what ye (Mark 4:24) and 
that if one's eye is evil, his whole 
body shal.l be full of darkness. 
Matt. 6:23. 

Having allowed the lust of 
eyes, David now had lust in his 
mind. Instead of "casting down 
imaginations ... and bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obe
dience of Christ" (2 Cor. 10:5), he 
continued to think about the wom
an. We know he was thinking a
bout her, for soon he was talking 
about her! 

At this point, David evidently 
did not know who she was. He ''in-
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quired." Someone told him her 
name was Bathsheba, that she was 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite (2 
Sam. 11:3). Now the enticement of 
lust conceives the sin. Uriah was 
far away at war! Who would 
know? But David should have 
remembered the words of Moses: 
"Be sure your sin will find you 
out.'' Num. 32:23. 

Sin can be very CONVENIENT! It 
could be right next door. In 
David's case it was this close. Your 
"Bathsheba" might be a woman 
you work with.; she could be a 
friend of the family; she could even 
be someone in your church! 

Sin was convenient for David, 
but h.e made it even more conven
ient. He sent for Bathsheba to pay 
him a visit. Then fmding her young 
and lonely, and probably flattered 
by the king's attention, he went on 
with his sin. 

The Bible says: "Make not pro
vision for the flesh to fulfill the 
lusts thereof" (Rom. 13:14). In 
other words, sin may already be 
convenient-don't make it more 
convenient! Don't encourage it. If 
"sin lieth at the door" (Gen. 4:7), 
don't open the door! "Flee ... 
youthful lusts" (2 Tim. 2:22). We 
should not see how close we can 
come to sin without sinning, but 
see how far we can stay away from 
sin. 

In the days of the old west, a 

man was conducting interviews to 
fmd a driver for his stagecoach. All 
of the men were rough and rugged, 
and each considered himself the 
best. One boasted about how he 
could drive the stage along a cliff, 
bringing the outside wheels within 
two feet of the edge, and not go 
over. Another, not to be outdone, 
said he could come within a foot 
of the edge. But a third man con
fessed he did not try to see how 
dose he could get to the edge, but 
how far away from the edge he 
could stay! He got the job. 

You see, we have a carnal, de
ceiving nature. "The flesh is weak" 
(Matt. 26:41). If we are tempted, we 
cannot blame God. "Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am 
tempted of God: for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, neither tempt
eth he any man; But eVery man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of 
his own lust, and enticed. Then 
when lust hath conceived, it bring
eth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death." 
James 1:13-15. 

Neither can we blame the devil 
for our sin. "The devil made me 
do it!" is only an excuse. For, if we 
submit ourselves to God, we can 
"resist the devil, and he will flee" 
from us (James 4:7). If we submit 
"selr' to God, we will have won 
a great victory. 

Independent of any outside 
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forces-good or bad-we an have 
an enemy within: SELF. Perhaps 
you remember the story of the Tro
jan Horse in Greek literature. As 
one army besieged a walled city, 
they pushed a large wooden statue 
of a horse near the gate and fled. 
Upon seeing this, those of the city 
opened the gate and pulled the 
horse inside. Supposing they had 
won a great trophy, they celebrated 
their seeming victory. But inside 
that "horse" were soldiers hidden 
away who then opened the gates 
allowing the opposing army to take 
the city. They had an enemy within 
and did not know it! 

Sin is like a boa constrictor 
snake that a man trained from 
babyhood until it was eighteen feet 
long. A snake this size could easi
ly wrap itself around a deer or ox, 
constrict its muscles, and bring its 
victim to death. In circus perform
ances, the trainer would allow the 
snake to wrap around him and 
then, by a snap of the finger, order 
it to release its hold. Quite a show! 
But one day the act failed. Before 
an audience of hundreds, the snake 
went mad and refused to release. 
Tighter and tighter became its 
hold. As screams came from the 
crowd, the entertainer fell over
crushed to death by the deadly 
serpent. 

You see, it PAYS to serve the 
devil! "The wages of sin is -death." 

Rom. 6:23. 
David was deceived by tempta

tion and fell into adultery. But sin 
did not have its ending there. One 
day David's greatest fears were con
firmed. A message came from 
Bathsheba. It was short and to the 
point: "I am with child:' she said. 

Now David's sin was about to be 
brought to public exposure. It 
would have made all the scandal 
papers, had they been around at 
that time! What would David do? 
What could he do? 

In his frustration, David devised 
a way to cover this whole thing 
up-he thought! He would send 
for Bathsheba's husband and have 
him spend a few days at home. 
Then when the baby was born, no 
one could accuse him! 

Soon Uriah was called home for 
a furlough. When he arrived at the 
king's palace, David asked how the 
war prospered. After a supposed 
"friend to friend" chat, David 
assumed he would now go home 
and spend the night with his wife. 
But all that night Uriah slept in the 
servant's quarters! With his wife 
right next door, this bizarre be
havior became the talk of the 
palace! 

When David heard it, he was 
shocked, and asked for an explana
tion. "The ark," Uriah answered, 
"and Israel, and Judah, abide in 
tents; and my lord Joab, and the 
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servants of my Lord, are encamped 
in the open fields; shall I then go 
into mine house, to eat and to 
drink, and to lie with my wife? as 
thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not do this thing.'' 2 Sam. 
11:11. 

Now David gets in deeper. 
Ladies and gentlemen, may I in
troduce to you David-THE BAR

TENDER! "And David ... made 
him drunk" (2 Sam. But 
still the patriotism of Uriah was 
not weakened; he did not go home 
to see his wife. 

David is desperate" He must 
avoid a scandal at all costs. Being 
"hardened through the deceitful
ness of sin" (Heb. 3:13), he now 
even considers murder as a way 
out! He the death of Uriah, 
writing out orders to have hlm put 
on the front lines where he wm be 
kined. Faithfully Uriah journeyed 
back to the battle with the death 
warrant in his hand. I say "faith
fully,'' for had he opened and read 
the king's letter, he would have 

. known the pian forhis death. But 
I Uriah loved David and trusted him; 
I he not question. 

One sin leads to anothero A per
son may tell one He to begin with, 
but before long another lie has to 
be told to cover up for the first. 
Criminals do not start out as such. 
But one wrong leads to another. 
Sin leads down. In David's case, 

the sin of adultery led to other sins: 
lying, hypocrisy, drunkenness, and 
even murder! 

When word came that Uriah had 
been killed in battle, David married 
Bathsheba, a baby boy was born, 
and the whole affair had been 
covered up. But God is keeping 
books. "He that covereth his sins 
shall not prosper: but whoso con~ 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall 
have mercy." Prov. 28:13. 

David may have thought he had 
everything covered up, but one day 
there came a knock at the palace 
door. It was Nathan, the prophet 
of Israel. David had much respect 
for the prophet. Servants ushered 
him immediately into the presence 
of the king. Nathan told of a rich 
man who had many flocks and 
herds; and of a poor man who had 
only a little evve lamb that was dear 
to him. When a traveler came to 
see the rich man, instead of taking 
one of his own flock or herd, he 
took the poor man's lamb and 
killed it for a feast. 

David was furious" ''As the Lord 
liveth, the man that hath done this 
thing shaH surely die,'' David said, 
"and he shall restore the lamb 
fourfold." With this Nathan 
looked David straight in the eye, 
and with the Spirit of the Lord 
upon him, said: "THOU ART THE 

MAN." 2 Sam. 12:5-7. 
Though David was spared from 
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the death penalty he had pro
nounced with his own lips, he had 
sown to the flesh and would reap 
the sorrowful payment. "Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that 
shall he also reap." Gal. 6:7. 

The prophet explained that the 
child that had been born would 
surely die. Evil would rise against 
David from his own family. He had 
sinned in secret, but in a most 
public way he would be shamed. 
On the housetop, in broad day-

would a rival have sexual rela
tions with his wives (2 Sam. 12:11, 
12). 

In the course of time, the proph
ecy of judgment upon David found 
fulfillment. With public opinion 
now turned against him, he fled for 
his life-from his own son, Absa·· 
lorn, who had determined to take 
over the throne. those days, it 
was a custom for a new king to in
herit the possessions of a former 
king, including his harem. So to 
symbolize that he was now the man 
in power, that he was king, Absa
lom publidy~on the housetop,-·
"went in unto his father's con"· 
cubines in the sight of all IsraeL" 
2 Sam. 16:22. 

Absalom committed these acts 
~acts of great hurt and humilia
tion to David-upon the advice of 
Ahithophel. Ahithophel! And who 
was he? By comparing scripture 

with scripture, we discover that 
Ahithophel was Bathsheba's grand
father (2 Sam. 11:3; 23:34). Thus 
we may understand the reason for 
his retaliation against David: David 
had led his granddaughter into 
adultery and murdered her hus
band. 

Absalom, taking of 
the king's house, used the rooftop 
as a stage for his vulgar display. It 
is ironic, and probably significant, 
that as things came around, and 
David reaped judgment, that this 
humiliation would take place on 
the rooftop-the same 
from which David had looked 
upon Bathsheba with lust (2 Sam" 
11:2; 16:21, 22). 

The story of David and Bath
sheba illustrates that what a man 
sows he shall also reap; that sin will 
find you out; that lust when it is 
conceived brings forth sin, and sin 
when it is finished brings forth 
death; that one sin leads to an
other; that he who thinks he 
stands, should take heed lest he 
fall-there are many valid lessons 
here. But it is also a story of repent
ance and grace. 

David did not soon repent. 
one follows the story closely, it was 
:not until after the adultery, after 
the death of Uriah, after the birth 
of a son, and after Nathan visited 
with the Lord's rebuke that David 
repented. But he did repent. In 

L__ ·- ··---
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Psal.m 51, written by David, ac
cording to the title, "when Nathan 
the prophet came unto him, after 
he had gone in to Bathsheba,'' 
David prayed: "Have mercy upon 
me, 0 God ... blot out my trans
gressions. Wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me 
from my sin. For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my sin is ever 
before me .... Renew a right spirit 
within me. Cast me not away from 
thy presence; and take not thy holy 
spirit from me. Restore unto me the 
joy of thy salvation!' 

Was he forgiven? Yes. And 
though the first child from the 
union of David and Bathsheba 

died, later to this union was born 
Solomon "who was beloved of his 
God" (Neh. 13:26). He was chosen 
to sit on "the throne of the Lord" 
over Israel, and of him it was said 
there was none wiser (1 Chron. 
29:23; 1 Kings 4:31). 

All of this shows that God can 
turn things around. He can take 
tragedy and turn it into triumph. 
He can bring good out of evil. He 
can tum trash into treasure. From 
death He can bring life. "Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow" (Isa. 1:18). 
Where sin abounds, grace shall 
much more abound (Rom. 5:20). 

-Ralph Woodrow D 

REFLECTIONS ON SMALL FRUIT GROWING 

STRICTLY defined, small fruits 
are produced by vine or bush 

plants like strawberries, grapes, 
raspberries, blackberries, blueber~ 
ries, and cummts. In North Amer
ica, and some areas of South 
America-the Andean range of 
Colombia, Argentina, Chile, and 
Uruguay-vine fruits and straw
berries flourish. (Peaches, pears, 
and apples also grow in these 
regions, often to the surprise of 
North Americans who usually 
think only of jungles and heat 
when they think of South Amer
ica.) Strawberries are .usually as-

sociated with colder climates, but 
they grow well in sunny California 
and in the warm climate of Cuba. 
The vine berries, among them 
blackberries, raspberries, and blue
berries, will grow, but not produce, 
in hot climates since they need a 
cold period of dormancy to pro
duce fruit. Grapes are widely 
adaptable and are grown in both 
warm and cold climates. Humidi
ty affects grapes more than fluctua
tion in temperature, and since they 
are susceptible to moisture-induced 
fungal diseases, grapes do not 
flourish in wet climates. Desert 
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regions, with access to water for ir
rigation, such as the southwestern 
desert in the United States, are 
ideal for grape growing. Southern 
California, a warm, dry area with 
access to water from the Colorado 
River, was once a center of table 
grape production, but most vine
yards have fallen prey to develop
ers. Areas of Chile and Argentina, 
with climates similar to Southern 
California, also produce large 
quantities of table and wine grapes. 

Small fruits are easier to grow 
than tree fruits and produce fruit 
sooner. Blueberries, for example, 
will produce fruit at two years old 
compared to four or five years old 
for peach or apple trees. Since they 
do not grow into tree-height plants, 
harvesting small fruits usually 
means less labor than picking tree 
fruits. Small bush or vine fruits 
need less labor to prune than fruit 
trees. Anyone who has wrestled a 
stepladder through an apple or 
peach orchard and grunted with 
pruning shears knows that pruning 
fruit trees is hard work. Although 
small fruits are easier to grow than 
tree fruits, the grower does not have 
a free ride since each plant or vine 
has special requirements that, if 
not met, cause failure. Blueberries, 
for instance, need a slightly acid 
soH and frequent, shallow water
ing. Raspberries and blackberries 
can get along with less water, but 

need regular, heavy pruning to 
flourish. Strawberries will grow 
and produce heavy crops in the 
western states, but the berries have 
a better flavor when grown in the 
acid soils of the Eastern United 
States. Raising small fruits is like 
raising children: one has to know 
the habits and ways of each child 
(or fruit) in order to achieve good 
results. 

Here at Bashan, we have been 
growing fruit, both tree and small, 
for a number of years. Some ef
forts have been successful, while 
other efforts are still very much 
EFFORTS. There are, for example, 
usually plenty of apples at Bashan, 
but peaches require much labor 
and are more susceptible to cold 
weather than apples. 

Past successes include times 
when tables and counters flamed 
red with large, succulent strawber
ries, and we have learned that we 
can produce good raspberry crops. 
Our blueberry field numbers about 
400 plants and, at times, we seem 
to be losing the struggle to raise 
lush, healthy plants. Despite this, 
we press on, realizing that just as 
the people of God require long 
years of cultivation before they pro
duce fruit, so wm our blueberries 
require much time and effort to 
beat the weeds, insects, disease, 
birds, dry weather, and rocky 
ground that impedes cultivation. 
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Regardless of these difficulties, we 
will never give up, if for no other 
reason than the blueberry field 
serves as a living object lesson of 
the Christian experience. 

In April of 1991, I surveyed the 
blueberry field and found that we 
had lost about forty plants. At first 
I thought of ordering replacements 
from a nursery in Arkansas, but 
then an idea hit me: go down to 
Pettigrew, Arkansas, pick up the 
plants, and get a first-hand look at 
a first-class operation. (The plants 
that came by maii were always vig
orous and obviously well-cared for 
-signs of a weH-run nursery.) So 
on April 2, I left Bashan early and 
headed south into Arkansas. Red 
and white oak trees were swelling 
with light yellow-green buds and 
the woods were dotted with cream
colored dogwood blossoms. 
red wildflowers, the fire pinks, were 
poking up al.ong the roadside, and 
the redbud with light magenta blos
soms, was in full bloom. Besides its 
famed scenic beauty, this part of 
Arkansas could claim farne as a 
modem, living map of the Holy 
Land with towns named Antioch, 
Canaan, Damascus, Jerusalem, 
Jordan, and Mt. Judea. After two 
hours of threading my way through 
winding, twisting Ozark mountain 

I arrived in ·Pettigrew, a 
place no larger than a grocery store 
and a few houses. Where was 

Highlander Nursery? Suddenly, a 
picture-sign of a blueberry bunch 
loomed up ahead of me and I had 
to stand on the brakes to avoid 
missing the sharp right turn. 

Many visitors to Bashan have 
concluded that the roads leading 
in here from Missouri Highway 86 
are among the roughest roads there 
are; but compared to the High
lander Nursery road, our roads 
are smooth, main-traveled ways. 
Bouncing up the mountain in 
Bashan's four-wheel drive pickup, 
which is known for its bucking
bronco ride, I began to understand 
what rodeo riders endure on the 
back of a kicking bronco. Though 
! slowed down, the ride was still 

When I finally made it to 
the mountaintop, the elevation was 
a little over 2,000 feet, affording 
an arresting view of the thickly 
wooded hills that snuggled down 
into misty valleys. And there, sit
ting in an old metal ch£Jir working 
on an irrigation pipe, was High
lander's owner, Lee McCoy. 

We traded the usual pleasantries 
and then got down to business. 
Lee's eyes when I an
nounced that I wanted to buy a 
hundred plants. No problem, 
drive down there (he motioned to
ward a field) and we'll load up. 

the way," I said, "I have a few 
questions about blueberry grow
ing." No problem there either, Lee 
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replied. Questions, I could see, I and grow small. What fertilizers 
were answered free. Plants were did he use? Just a pinch per plant 
$1.75 each. of cotton seed meal. No commer-

As we loaded potted plants and 
talked, I found out that Lee was a 
leftover disciple of the 60's. A one
time 'hippie' he was also a refugee 
from childhood Methodism. 
Learning that I was connected with 
a religious organization, he let me 
in on a secret. I'm a very religious 
person, he confided. Every Sunday 
morning, I'm there with my books 
studying religion. You know, I even 
took several years of seminary 
training. But then I got my eyes 
open to it all. In what way? Well, 
I studied anthropology and I came 
to realize that religion has always 
been a primal urge in man and that 
most of it is based on superstition, 
tradition, or legend. An element of 
truth is in this argument, I said to 
myself. 

This was a good time, I decided, 
to talk blueberry growing" His op
eration showed the results of time 
and energy and, overall, except for 
a tumble-down bam and an old 
hippie school bus rusting away, the 
place showed energy and knowl
edge. I admired the quality of his 
operation, I said. How did he 
achieve that success? I started small 
and gradually built up, following 
demand for planting stock. A good 
lesson, I thought. Better to start 
small and grow big than start 

cial fertilizers here. Did he use soH 
as a growing media for new plants? 
Peat moss, not soil, was the secret 
to blueberry-growing success. You 
can't beat Canadian peat moss, he 
said. It's been in the bogs for six 
million years. (That was the an
thropology talking, so I let the pre
posterous figures slide.) So it's 
completely sterile, no weed seeds or 
diseases in it. Do you get irrigation 
water from a well? that's too 
costly. I use a dr~p system and 
pump from a pond so I'm pretty 
parsimonious with the water. The 
bird question, I reminded myself, 
since our blueberries are plagued 

birds that wait until the berries 
are perfectly then swoop in for 
a feast. Do you have a bird prob
lem here? I asked. No, I believe in 
feeding the bird<; or the bugs-that 
way they don't bother the berries. 
A simple and effective method, I 
thought. Instead of poisoning or 
gassing the adversary, give him 
enough of something else to eat 
and put him out of commission 
that way. Work with or work a
round nature, not against it, is 
Lee's philosophy. 

The afternoon was wearing out 
quickly, and the spring sun was get
ting low on the horizon. It was time 
to go, and I paid Lee. Looking at 
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the check, he asked, Is Davidian 
(he pronounced it right) related to 
the House of David? No, I replied. 
We are believers in the Davidic 
prophecies, but not organizational
ly connected to the House of David 
group. Pleasantries again and then 
I headed down the mountain to
ward Fayetteville and home. Driv
ing through the beautiful hills alive 
with spring, I got to thinking of 
what one man's vision and efforts 
had produced at the top of Maga
zine Mountain in Arkansas. I 
thought of his way of working with 
nature instead of trying to con
stantly control and defeat it. And 
I mulled over the many lessons that 
growing fruit has taught us at 
Bas han. 

Do it right the first time emerges 
as the first important lesson. It's 
hard to fix something that was de
signed wrong in the first place. 
Timeliness is another vital lesson. 
Don't put off until tomorrow what 
can be done today. Get the weeds 
out before they suddenly get big. 
Another important lesson: Water is 
life, but too much drowns the 
plant. Balance is the key here-not 
too much, not too little, but right 
in the middle. A lesson with far
reaching consequences concerns 
plant nutrition. Scarcity can stunt, 
but overabundance can kill. Within 
this lesson, another lesson emerges: 
natural nutrients from non animal 

sources almost never kill, even in 
overabundance, whereas chemical 
nutrients are highly stimulating and 
dangerous to plants if given in 
overly-large doses. Prevention is 
better than cure, says the adage, 
and we have learned this lesson 
dramatically. Weeds, for instance, 
are better prevented with heavy 
mulches than cured with hoeing, 
pulling, or spraying with herbi
cides. And lessons of harvest have 
been learned here. Pick judicious
ly and in a timely way. 

The Christian experience is 
much like small fruit growing. To 
begin with, the soil of life is usual
ly hard and rocky, making cultiva
tion of good habits difficult. Bad 
habits, like weeds, grow vigorous
ly and abundantly, and getting rid 
of them is hard, difficult work. 
Preventing bad habits is better than 
curing them, but most of us pick 
up bad habits early in life when 
prevention should be starting. Spir
itual disease often attacks the 
Christian as he strives to grow in
to a flourishing plant for the lord. 
Doubt, discouragement, and dis
heartenment infect us from time to 
time, and like any good farmer, 
God has to cut back the plants 
severely to stem the disease. Some
times the Christian experiences a 
dryness of spirit that can wilt and 
wither the spiritual plant. At other 
times, there seems to be too much 
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moisture, and he may feel flooded 
with more spirituality than he can 
handle. The danger from the cares 
of life can be compared to the ever
hungry birds that wait to devour 
the precious fruit of both plant and 
spirit. They seem to delight in rob
bing the Christian of the just fruits 
of his labors. Like farmers, the 
Christian must have a bird-proof 
netting to protect the precious fruit 
from the marauders of spirit and 
soul. 

Perseverance is another valuable 
lesson from soiL Success often does 
not come the first time around, 
and sometimes the road to success 
requires changes in methods and 
operations. But the vital ingredient 
to success in anything in life is to 
stick with it. Thomas Edison is said 
to have remarked, "Success is two 
percent inspiration and 98 percent 

perspiration." This truism is also 
reflected in James 5:7, 8: "Be pa
tient therefore, brethren, unto the 
coming of the Lord. Behold, the 
husbandman waiteth for the pre
cious fruit of the earth, and hath 
long patience for it, until he receive 
the early and latter rain. Be ye also 
patient; stablish your hearts: for the 
coming of the lord draweth nigh!' 

As we work, wait, and watch for 
spiritual and natural fruit, it is en
couraging to know that success 
comes to those who win not give 
up. Jacob expressed this great truth 
when he refused to let God go, de
daring, "I will not let thee go, ex
cept thou bless me." Gen. 32:26. 
Fruit is given to those who refuse 
to accept defeat and who continue 
to wrestle against contrary elements 
until success is theirs. 0 

THE LITTLE PEOPLE'S READER 

GOD FIRST ,,, 
AM the Lord: that is 
My name and My 

' glory will I not give to 
-~ another, neither My 

praise to graven images." Isaiah 
42:8. 

I love to see how Isaiah com
pares the living God with man
made idols, and I love to collect 
stories of what only the living God 

could do for His children. 
In the days of the early Seventh

day Adventist Church, some of the 
members took up a collection to 
buy James and Ellen White a horse 
and buggy. It was arranged that 
several of the men who had horses 
for sale would bring them to a cer
tain place on Monday morning for 
Eider and Mrs. White to choose 
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the one they wanted. Now you 
wouldn't expect the God in heaven 
to be interested in a small matter 
like choosing a horse, but He was; 
and Sunday night He gave Mrs. 
White a vision. She saw three men 
holding three horses. As she looked 
at the first one the angel said, "Not 
that one." As she looked at the sec
ond, the angel said, "Not that 
one." Then as she looked at the 
third one, a beautiful dappled 
chestnut, the angel said, ''This is 
the one for you.'' 

The next moming they went to 
the place and saw the three men 
with the three horses, exactly as 
Sister White had seen it in the vi
sion, and they chose the dappled 
horse. His name was Old Charlie, 
and he did much to make their 
traveling pleasant and comfortable. 

Boys and girls today can hardly 
realize what traveling was like in 
those horse-and-buggy days. There 
were no smooth paved highways 
such as we have now, and over the 
dirt roads, often rutted and rocky, 
it was difficult to make more than 
20 or 25, or at best, 30 miles in a 
day. 

On one'occasion Elder Lough
borough and another minister bor
rowed the horse and buggy to go 
to a meeting some distance away. 
There had been a heavy rain, and 
they came to a place where a bridge 
had washed out. The creek looked 

pretty deep. People nearby said 
others had crossed over all right, so 
Elder Loughborough decided to 
try. His friend preferred to cross 
over on a small footbridge. Old 
Charlie went cautiously into the 
water, but it was too deep, and 
soon the buggy and Old Charlie 
were floating downstream. Brother 
Loughborough cried out to God to 
save him and the horse and buggy. 
Just then the buggy wheels struck 
a rock. Old Charlie looked around 
as if to make sure it was still right 
side up. Brother Loughborough 
called out, "Charlie, you've got to 
get me out of this!" 

Old Charlie gave two or three 
lunges, gained a footing, and drew 
the buggy up out of the creek. 
Quite a group of people had 
gathered when they saw that Elder 
Loughborough was going to try to 
drive over, and when they saw Old 
Charlie get safely across, they gave 
a shout and a cheer for the good 
brave old horse. Can you imagine 
an idol or a heathen god foresee
ing things like this, and directing in 
the choosing of a horse? Isaiah 
must have seen many providential 
acts that only the living God could 
perform. 

What a wonderful God we have! 
Take even your little problems to 
Him. He wm see you through.'' 

-The Quiet Hour Echoes, Oc-
tober 1991, p. 11. D 
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THE VOICE OF LEAH'S CHU.,DREN 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

Church Board Meeting 

I received a letter from the 
church board requesting me to ap
pear before them to "declare my 
intentions" since they knew I was 
involved with an "offshoot group." 
They made it dear that the meeting 
was not to publicize my beliefs. 

Committing myself into the 
Lord's hands, I went to the meeting 
prepared to give a brief explanation 
of my faith if given an opportuni-

The pastor commenced by in
terrogating me. He questioned me, 
asking me how many studies I have 
given, who has been there, etc. 

He then passed out copies of the 
Church Manual dealing with the 
authority of the Church, her duty 
to bind or to loose; passages rebuk
ing those who take an independent 
spirit and listing the 10 reasons for 
taking decided action against cer
tain offenders. The two reasons he 
read were "those who take sides 
with divisive groups" and "failure 
to recognize church authority and 
her leadership." 

He flatly refused me the oppor
tunity to prove a point from the 
Spirit of Prophecy. Two members 
spoke up in behalf of the Church's 
authority and denounced groups 

who work against the Church. The 
pastor said we "infiltrate" the 
Church for the purpose of stealing 
sheep. 

I stated that our commission was 
based on Ezekiel 2 and 3 to warn 
the Church to prepare for the Judg
ment of the living and to be sealed 
with the seal of God. The pastor 
rudely cut me off and forced me to 
declare my intentions at which I 
replied, "I will follow the counsel 
set forth in Micah 6:9 to "hear ye 
the Rod." He said they then had no 
further need to detain me and ex
cused me as fast as he could. 

I later learned that at least three 
of the members were very dis
gruntled with the Pastor's ap
proach and were upset that 
were not informed that I was com
ing. Since then I have received a 
few nice calls from people who felt 
the whole meeting was unfair. In 
the midst of the trial, I was able to 
interject little bits of truth from the 
message to help break down the 
walls of lies and prejudice towards 
the Rod. Some of these members 
said, I never knew that about the 
Rod; I have only heard terrible 
things about it. Others expressed 
confusion, not knowing who was 
righL They admitted they did not 



26 BASHAN TIDINGS 

know what the message taught. 
(Northeast U.S.) 

True Sheep Seek His Voice 
Despite Oppression in Fold 

I stopped recently and visited 
one of the sisters from the __ _ 
Church. She related to me the per
secution in the Church. She feels 
it is due to the fact that they were 
alerted to her studying with Rod 
believers. She was on the verge of 
tears. I reminded her of the text, 
"Blessed are those who are per
secuted for righteousness sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.'' 

While studying Micah 6 in Sab
bath School, the teacher held a 
prolonged discussion on verses 1-8. 
I suggested that he move on to 
verse 9. He said he would "get to 
that." He did, but just as the bell 
rang to end the class, leaving no 
time to establish the import of the 
text. A class member, however, ap
proached me, wanting to know the 
significance of the text. He is sup
posed to contact me regarding this 
as he is disturbed with many things 
taking place in the Church. (Cali
fornia) 

Evangelistic Falsehood 

Our little group has the poten
tial of increasing. Between us all we 
have some seven or eight people 

that we are working with. This 
Sabbath we are meeting at __ _ 
for our weekly study group. 

We always enjoy the letters and 
papers we get from Bashan. We 
reread them as often as we can, but 
would like to be able to spend more 
time studying the message. Last 
Sabbath at church we had a video 
sermon by an evangelist named 
Kox. They are presenting a whole 
series of them to the community as 
an evangelistic series. A statement 
he made at the very beginning of 
the presentation really floored me. 
He said the following, almost word 
for word, "If you were to ask me 
if a knowledge of prophecy was 
essential for salvation, I would have 
to say no." He then went on to 
qualify the statement by saying that 
it was important, but not an 
absolute must. Wow! A bit mis
guided, to say the least. 

One of the people we are work
ing with is a very stubborn lady, 
but there are many things in the 
Church she disagrees with-Christ
mas, Valentine's Day, etc. However, 
she believes that the Holy Spirit 
will enlighten her with the truth 
directly and she needs no other per
son to help. She also does not 
believe very concretely in the Spirit 
of Prophecy. 

One elderly lady who has joined 
our group is very happy to have 
found us. She was a Baptist mis-
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sionary for many years before join- scriptures a number of years ago 
ing the Adventist Church. She has but thought that they applied to the 
no trouble with the Kingdom truth. Jews. (Canada) 0 
She had studied the Kingdom 

THE VOICE OF NATHANIEL§ AND NICODEMUSES 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

''Thrilled to Be Given an I May the Lord bring us into all 
Opportunity to Search" truth as we prepare to work for 

Him in these final days. (South-
I was :surprised to receive your I eastern U.S.) 

six page letter concerning receiving 
new truth for God's true members I Appreciates ''Wonderful Message'' 
of His remnant Church, but 
thrilled to be given an opportunity I should have written long ago. 
to search the Scriptures concerning I just wanted to tell you how much 
The Shepherd's Rod message and I appreciate this wonderful mes
the Davidian Seventh-day Advent- sage. I still have a lot to read but 
ists. what I have read is so inspiring. 

I am requesting that you send It is hard for me to understand 
these messages and any other why the Church refuses to accept 
enlightenment that would bring this truth. I guess they don't want 
me to a greater understanding of to admit their error. I'm thankful 
our purpose as a people. I want to have this new light. Thanks so 
to know of this pearl of great much for the literature. (Northeast 
price. I U.S.) 

THE VOICE OF WaRUHAMMAH AND W-AMMI 
(A Few Samples of Many More) 

"Hocuspocus" 1 unsupportable. 
Please save yourself the postage 

I know you are probably sincere and take my name off your mail
in your beliefs, and I used to be a ing list. I am an EX-SDA because of 
believer also, but your writing is as the legalistic, purportedly prophet
insufferable as your positions are ic, bombastic belligerence profusely 
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the proponents 
return to the blissful of 
the Middle 

EXCLUSIVE claim to 
nc<tvca, I'm glad thaL s.lbeit a 

to make 
of course you may pray for this a better for us to live in 

me. But may I sugg,~st that the the here and now, iust in case there 
world. will be a better olace if vour is only a 
writer were to take an e!ementar 
school course in 
not a course in iournalism. I would 
also 

your writer diligently endeavors to 
demonstrate his auuu.uu 

1natic diletantism. 
I trust that you know 

that "hocuspocus" comes from the 
Priest standing at the altar, mag, 

the cracker in~ 
" and say., 

vvhen we reach "HAFEN" 

the German word for 
which we derive our "heaven." 
"STRAND" is the German word for 

i.e. "GOLDEN STRAtm"!! I 
that you "make it to 

I also wish for you a ' 
because n1ore than half of 
may be in getting there. 

I was insulted and octPnrlPrl 

the bloodthirsty little 

God's 
War. 

I "Who 
Jesus' JJ""'"'ui.J"Y 
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I§ ~iALT WSING FAVOR? 

Arnericans eat 20 times more salt 
pay for 

blood pressure, heart 
failure and other related 
to fluid retention. 

Salt contains two um<~:w,,, 
um and chloride. SocUmn is the im

o:m:>-every cell contains 
"'Y~muu, as do aU fluids .. 'liVe 
(;m!ldn't live without iL 
How does salt raise blood pn:s

? sure, 
While sodiurn is essential for 

m~~tacocmsn1, it ~Jso causes the 
trouble. Excess sodiurn can stay in 

extra water 
the blood pressure. 

American adult 
has an elevated blood 
Over age the 
to 70 nP1~0P.nt 

in 

even in advanced age. Dr. L..;t 

"Without low 
blood pre5sure societies are low salt 
11odeties. mass hyper
ten§ion follows mas§ salt con§ump
tion." 
You mentioneti e~ete~mtierm. 

Salt-sensitive retain sodi-
mn, which causes edema 

carry five to seven ex-
of water because 

of excess salt in their bodies. De
creasing salt intake aUows the body 
to shed the excess water. Some 30 
million Arnericans with mil.d essen
tial hypertension could normalize 
their blood pressure their 
salt intake to one teasnoon, or five 

lower 

water. But recent research reveals 
' that diuretics rnay contrib-

ute to heart disea§e by increasing 
chole:sterol levels 5 to W ,..,,,.,.,,w,·< 

may also 
promote gout, 

and accelerate diabetes. Eliminat-
extra water natural mean§ is 

the safest way to goo 
What about thGse 

Salt nrefenmc1~s 
Saltiness 
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Salt masks natural flavors. Shake 1 than most care to bear. Instead of 
the habit by using herbs and spices. 
Give yourself three weeks. After 
that, even so-called normal foods 
will begin to taste salty. For the die
hards, use salt substitutes. 
What are some high sodium foods 
to avoid? 

Avoid baking soda, baking pow
der, M.S.G. (monosodium gluta
mate), salty snacks, anything pick
led, processed foods (chocolate 
pudding has more sodium than 
potato chips), baked goods, most 
meat and dairy products, presweet
ened cereals. Especially avoid 
canned vegetables. One tablespoon 
of canned peas contains as much 
sodium as 5Y2 pounds of fresh 
peas! 
How much salt is safe to eat? 

People need only about half a 
gram of salt a day, which is 1/lOth 
teaspoon. Sodium occurs natural
ly in foods-more than enough to 
meet daily needs. We actually don't 
need to add any salt! 

However, this is a heavier burden 

r--

the customary . fifteen to twenty 
grams, limit yourself to one tea
spoon (5 grams) of salt a day. Here 
are some ideas to help you decrease 
the salt in your diet: 

• Eat lots of fresh, raw foods, 
both fruits and vegetables. They 
need no added salt. They also in
crease potassium stores, which 
helps lower blood pressure. 

e Look for unsalted snacks, if 
you need them. 

• Undercook vegetables and eat 
them a bit crispy. They will require 
less salt. 

• Toast ( dextrinize) bread and 
cereals for added flavor. 

" Try flavoring foods with lem
on juice, fresh herbs, parsley, tar
ragon, garlic, onions, even a little 
ginger and horseradish, occasional
ly, instead of salt. 

• Take advantage of the excellent 
salt-free gourmet cookbooks avail
able on the market today. 

-The Quiet Hour Echoes, April 
1992, pp. 12, 13. 

"Do not eat largely of salt, avoid the use of pickles and 
spiced foods, eat an abundance of fruit, and the irritation 
that cans for so much drink at mealtime will largely disap
pear."-CD 311:2. 

L I 
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LIST OF VEGETARIAN FOODS 
WHICH CONTAIN PEPPER 

LA WMA FOODS: 
Chik Nuggets 
Vita-Burger Chunk 
Vita-Burger Granule 
MORNINGSTAR FARMS FOODS: 
Breaded Cutlet 
Breakfast Links 
Breakfast Patties 
Country Crisp Patties 
Grillers 
Meals: 

Pancakes/Links 
Scrambler/Links/Hash Browns 
Scramblers/Links/Muffins 

Sandwiches: 
Burger Pattie/Cheese 
Pattie/Biscuit 
Scrambler/Pattie/Cheese 
Scramblers/Pattie 

NATURAL IDUCH FOODS: 
Dinner Entree 
Garden Pattie 
Lentil Rice Loaf 
Okara Patty 

WORTHINGIDN FOODS: 
Chicken, sliced 
ChikStiks 
Country Stew 
CrispyChik (nugget) 
CrispyChik Patties 
Diced Chik 
Diced Chik, Meatless 
Dinner Roast 
FriChik 
FriPats 
Golden Croquettes 
Prime Stakes 
Prosage Links 
Prosage Patties 
Prosage Roll 
Saucettes 
Sliced Chik 
Stakelets 
Supper-Links 
Veelets 
Vegetarian Chicken Pie 
Vegetarian Egg Rolls 
Veja-Links 

31 

In checking with Worthington Foods, we were told that the pepper 
used in the above list could be either white or black. Since the Spirit 
of Prophecy states that the use of pepper (not cayenne pepper) makes 
the blood feverish and impure and inflames and irritates the delicate 
coating of the stomach, and since Davidians pledge to abstain from using 
pepper, all should petition Worthington Foods (who now owns La Lorna 
Foods and whose owners are Seventh-day Adventists) to discontinue the 
use of black or white pepper in their products. See Counsels on Diet 
and Foods, pp. 340:0; 345:1; 239:1; 339:2, 3. D 
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lVI. J. Bingham, not listed 
rei>Ia,cexnents for numbers taken off the 
lir,;t because poor audio. 

distribution (}f to our SfJA brethren. 
widens the scope of material in 

The Burdened Lettev. It deals in detail with the 
nuJca.non: the of the 
sp;:;dfic:aU; deals with wh<.':t: the "abmu-

inations" of the Gum::h are and CJod's 
, solutim:1. 

l Cost~~~ T!ll!lles: No in D 
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away. Application. blanks and fur
ther details win soon be sent to aU 
who are interested in attending. 
Please remember that as space is 

application vviH be ae
on a first-come first-serve 

truth studies. The Lord N~:£W OFFHCE :inJU.JlmG AND RENO

vvants ''men who win labor -with VA:JJ.ON Of THE OLD OF'F!(E: He fore 
earnest, ceaseless energy for the pu- you read these lines we vvm be set-

of the church." ~ST 187:2L I tied in the new oftl.ce. We the 
Who will hear the Master's I Lord and thank the builders and all 

can to go to work "'fhe 
cometh when no man can 

work.'' 
SCHOOJL OR? THJE PROl'HE1'S: 'Thnta

·~F~ .. ····a date~ of 
;:,etJ>lerrloer 15, 

months of intensive 
contact the Office 

PRAYE!l ANn MONTil·END FA§TIN~1: 

I Please remember these 
1 ments. D 

UI'TLE THJJ:NGS 

Did X to thank Thee, Lord 
For that may seem §mall: 

the 

Fbr life is made of iittle 
So let me not 
To count rny small.est m.~::s:;mg~, 

And before the sun is set, 
1b thank The.;;, for every one 
That adds a not~: of cheer, 

For autumn and for sunsets, A.nd our wili be ml!ltiplied 

-~ And a facer Before another year. 

·-·-Pauline Drew Stone II 

:. ··-----------·-------------------·----------· 
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KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 

CD Counsels on Diet and Foods 

COR Christ Our Righteousness 

EW Early Writings 

MB Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing 

MH The Ministry of Healing 

PK Prophets and Kings 

PP Patriarchs and Prophets 

3SC The Symbolic Code, Volume 3 

5T Testimonies, Volume 5 

TM Testimonies to Ministers 



INSP!I:RAJfiOl\!'S 

"The that was between Chri§t 
renewed over every soul that leaves the black banner 
of darkness to march under the blo11d~stained 
manueL The evil one will 
those away from their """'"""'a"'-" 
we must aU the powers of our 
and then we shall be from into the snares of the 

course of action that weakens your 
unfits you for the service of your Creator. Vi/e are 
all our and if we have an eye to 
drink, and clothe ourselves with reference 
one who has a realizing sense of what it means to be a wm 
purify himself from that weakens defiles. 
of his life will be brought into 
Word of truth, and he will not work his 
own salvation with fear and 

'""~"'""'"IS of the Holy 
"There are many who to be Christ's foUowers yet are 

not doers of His Word. V/ord because it 
pn~sents service which is not relish 
the wholesome reproofs and 
righteousness, but are mastered and tvranmzed er·· 
ratic, human impulses. 

"The essence and flavor of aU obedience is the 
principle within-the love of ngl1t~~ou1sn•ess. 
God. The essence of an 

right because it is 
because it cuts directly across human ""~'""·"•'"'"""' 
life is not a Christian life, but a and a 
dience. All the purity and of 

" ... Into the heart of every true doer of the Word 
infuses dear "-That llvlav Know 

3, 4.-0ur Father pp. 
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