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CHOOSING A LIFE COMPANION 

F UNDAMENTAL to structuring I eration of choosing a life compa
a Christian home where the nion is the matter of finances. 

principles of love are seen and felt 
is the choice of a companion one 
makes before entering into the mar
riage relationship. Of major con
cern to a young person is whether 
the one in whom he places his af
fection has an experiential knowl
edge of the Lord Jesus and whether 
he is a practicing believer of the 
present-truth message. Once this 
concern is ascertained, the question 
uppermost in his mind should be, 
is he working to make himself the 
kind of person the one of his 
choice would choose? According
ly, even before the thought of seek
ing for a companion is entertained, 
everyone should seek to develop his 
personal relationship with the 
Lord; his knowledge and under
standing of the present truth mes
sage; his appearance and his man
ners; his speech and thought hab
its; and in general, making use of 
whatever God-given talents he has. 
Permanent happiness and pleasure 
do not come merely from being in 
another's presence. To a large ex
tent it comes from the interests one 
finds in another, the pride one 
takes in the other's spiritual attain
ments, the manners, the skills and 
the worth of the other. 

Since statistics show that many 
marriages are wrecked by argu
ments arising from financial mis
management and disagreement, 
several concerns should be serious
ly considered. Is the one of my 
choice a careful spender, or a 
spendthrift? Is he an economist or 
a penny pincher? Is he shunning 
"debt like leprosy" (CS 272:2)? Is 
he faithful to his stewardship re
sponsibilities? A frank and careful 
discussion of these concerns, plus 
planning ahead to budget the earn
ings should all be considered wen 
in advance before the wedding date 
is set. 

", .. It is often the case that per
sons before marriage have little 
opportunity to become acquainted 
with each other's habits and dis
position, and, so far as everyday 
life is concerned, they are virtually 
strangers when they unite their in
terests at the altar. Many find, too 
late, that they are not adapted to 
each other, and lifelong wretched
ness is the result of their ·union. 
Often the wife and children suffer 
from the indolence and inefficien
cy or the vicious habits of the hus
band and father. If the character of 
the suitor had been tested before 

An important concern which is I marriage, according to the ancient 
very relevant to the whole consid- custom, great unhappiness might 

1 
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have been prevented."-PP 189:1. 
Another important step in 

choosing a companion, is the 
choice of one's friends. Associating 
with Christian young people of 
both sexes win aid in evaluating 
human nature and hence wm help 
one to choose a partner whose 
association after marriage is likely 
to develop into a rich understand
ing of true companionship. The 
plan, though, of seeking to be in
timate with first one and then the 
other in a trial effort to forming a 
lasting relationship is not only con
demned but out of the question for 
a true Christian. 

Since the selection of one's'mate 
is for life, it is of paramount im" 
portance that the matter should 
take time and not be entered into 
hastily. One should see the need of 
guidance and counseling from 
those who are experienced and 
God-fearing. 

,The Need of Counseling 

"If you are blessed with God
fearing parents, seek counsel of 
them. Open to them your hopes 
and plans, learn the lessons which 
their life experiences have taught, 
and you will be saved many a 
heartache. Above all, make Christ 
your counselor. Study His word 
with prayer. 

"Under such guidance let a 

young woman accept as a life com
panion only one who possesses 
pure, manly traits of character, one 
who is diligent, aspiring, and 
honest, one who loves and fears 
God. Let a young man seek one to 
stand by his side who is fitted to 
bear her share of life's burdens, one 
whose influence win ennoble and 
refine him, and who will make him 
happy in her love. 

" 'A prudent wife is from the 
Lord.' 'The heart of her husband 
doth safely trust in her .... She will 
do him good and not evil aU the 
days of her life.' 'She openeth her 
mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. She 
looketh well to the ways of her 
household, and eateth not the 
bread of idleness. Her children 
arise up, and can her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praiseth her,' 
saying, 'Many daughters have done 
virtuously, but thou excellest them 
all.' He who gains such a wife, 
'findeth a good thing, and ob
taineth favor of the Lord.' "·
MYP 435, 436. 

"In these days of peril and cor
ruption, the young are exposed to 
many trials and temptations. Many 
are sailing in a dangerous harbor. 
They need a pilot; but they scorn 
to accept the much needed help, 
feeling that they are competent to 
guide their own bark, and not 
realizing that it is about to strike a 
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hidden rock that may cause them 
to make shipwreck of faith and 
happiness. They are infatuated with 
the subject of courtship and mar
riage, and their principal burden is 
to have their own way. In this, the 
most important period of their 
lives, they need an unerring coun
selor, an infallible guide. This they 
win find in the word of God. Un
less they are diHgent students of 
that word, they win make grave 
mistakes, which will mar their hap
piness and that of others, both for 
the present and the future life."
FE 100:1. 

"If men and women are in the 
habit of praying twice a day before 
they contemplate marriage, they 
should pray four times a day when 
such a step is anticipated. Marriage 
is something that will influence and 
affect your Hfe, both in this world 
and in the world to come. A sincere 
Christian will not advance his plans 
in this direction without the knowl
edge that God approves his course. 
He will not want to choose for 
himself, but will feel that God must 
choose for him. We are not to 
please ourselves, for Christ pleased 
not Himself. I would not be under
stood to mean that anyone is to 
marry one whom he does not love. 
This would be sin. But fancy and 
emotional. nature must not be 
allowed to lead on to ruin. God re
quires the whole heart, the supreme 

affections. 
"The majority of the marriages 

of our time, and way in which 
they are conducted, make them one 
of the signs ofthe last days. Men 
and women are so persistent, so 
headstrong, that God is left out of 
the question. Religion is laid aside, 
as if it had no part to act in this 
solemn and important matter. But 
unless those who profess to believe 
the truth are sanctified through it, 
and exalted in thought and charac
ter, they are not in as favorable a 
position before God as the sinner 
who has never been enlightened in 
regard to its claims." -MYP 460:1, 
2. 

" 'Should parents,' you ask, 
'select a companion without regard 
to the mind or feelings of son or 
daughter?' I put the question to 
you as it should be: Should a son 
or daughter select a companion 
without first consulting the par
ents, when such a step must mate
rially affect the happiness of par
ents if they have any affection for 
their children? And should that 
child, notwithstanding the counsel 
and entreaties of his parents, per
sist in following his own course? I 
answer decidedly: No; not if he 
never marries. The fifth command
ment forbids such a course. 'Honor 
thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth 
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thee.' ~ere is ~ commandme?t with I bot~ .. parties, and God will be 
a proxmse which the Lord will sure- glonf1ed. 
ly fulfill to those who obey." -5T 
108:2. ''Satan is busily engaged in 

"If there is any subject which influenCing those who are wholly 
should be carefully considered and unsuited to each other to unite 
in which the counsel of older and their interests. He exults in this 
more experienced persons should work, for by it he can produce 
be sought, it is the subject of mar- more misery and hopeless woe to 
riage; if ever the Bible was needed the human family than by exercis
as a counselor, if ever divine guid- ing his skill in any other direc
ance should be sought in prayer, it tion."-MYP 455:1, 3. 
is before taking a step that binds "Satan's angels are keeping 
persons for life."-PP watch with those who devote a 
175:4. large share of the night to courting. 

Could they have their eyes opened, 
Satan's Misuse of the Emotions I they would see an angel making a 

It is Satan's purpose to cause a 
breakdown in the family relation
ship. If he could hurry inexperi
enced youth into the marriage trap, 
if he can cause them to be blinded 

record of their words and acts. The 
laws of health and modesty are 
violated. It would be more appro
priate to let some of the hours of 
courtship before marriage run 
through the married life. But as a 

to the sacred claims and nature of I general thing, marriage ends all the 
marriage then there will be more 
misery and hopelessness in the 
human family. How careful should 
those who are in pursuit of mar
riage heed these inspired counsels: 

"Satan is constantly busy to 
hurry the inexperienced youth into 
a marriage alliance. But the less we 
glory in the marriages which are 
now taking place, the better. When 
the sacred nature and the daims of 
marriage are understood, it will 
even now be approved of Heaven, 

I and the result will be happiness to 

devotion manifested during the 
days of courtship! 

"These hours of midnight dissi
pation, in this age of depravity, 
frequently lead to the ruin of both 
parties thus engaged. Satan exults, 
and God is dishonored when men 
and women dishonor themselves. 
The good name of honor is sacri
ficed under the spell of this infat
uation, and the marriage of such 
persons cannot be solemnized 
under the approval of God. They 
are married because passion moved 
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them, and when the novelty of the 
affair is over, they will begin to 
realize what they have done. In six 
months after the vows are spoken, 
their sentiments toward each other 
have undergone a change. Each has 
learned in married life more of the 
character of the companion 
chosen. Each discovers imperfec
tions that, during the blindness and 
folly of their former association, 
were not apparent. The promises at 
the altar do not bind them to
gether. In consequence of hasty 
marriages, even among the pro
fessed people of God, there are 
separations, divorces, and great 
confusion in the church." -I d. 
457, 458. 

"The youth trust altogether too 
much to impulse. They should not 
give themselves away too easily, nor 
be captivated too readily by the 
winning exterior of the lover. 
Courtship, as carried on in this age, 
is a scheme of deception and 
hypocrisy, with which the enemy of 
souls has far more to do than the 
Lord. Good common sense is 
needed here if anywhere; but the 
fact is, it has little to do in the mat~ 
ter."-FE 105:2. 

''Some of those who attend the 
college do not properly improve 
their time. Full of the buoyancy of 

j youth, they spurn the restraint that 
is brought to bear upon them. 
Especially do they rebel against the 

rules . that will . not allow young 
gentlemen to pay their attentions to 
young ladies. Full. well is known the 
evil of such a course in this de
generate age. in a college wP.ere so 
many youth are associated, im
itating the customs of the world 
in this respect would turn the 
thoughts in a channel that 'would 
hinder them in their pursuit of 
knowledge and in their interest in 
religious things. The infatuation on 
the part of both young men and 
women in thus placing the affec
tions upon each other during 
school days shows a lack of good 
judgment. As in your own case, 
blind impulse controls reason and 
judgment. Under this bewitching 
delusion the momentous respon
sibility felt by every sincere Chris
tian is laid aside, . spirituality dies, 
and the judgment and eternity lose 
their awful significance." -5T 
110:1. 

"Continuous pursuit of thrill 
and consequent craving for greater 
and greater excitement gradually 
produces the same result as that 
which a drug produces in an ad
dict; or, to change the metaphor, 
promiscuous crowding and shov
ing, petting and cuddling have the 
same cheapening effect as that pro
duced on merchandise which has 
through constant handling become 
faded and rumpled, smudged or 
frayed and thrown out.on the bar-
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gain counter in a marked-down lot. 
One danger of a certain dominant 
iconoclasm that might be called the 
chaperonless attitude, is that values 
may be appreciated too late. And 
when one of these reckless squan
dering longs for something of real 
value to give, there may be nothing 
left wmth giving." -Emily 
Etiquette, p. 355. 

Important Considerations in 
Cho@sing a Comi)anion 

There are many practical ques
tions that should be of primary im
portance to those choosing a life 
companion, as well as practical 
values that are essential in making 
a happy home. The influence of 
age and character on this impor
tant question should also be con
sidered. And since those contem
plating marriage should ''weigh 
every sentiment and watch every 
development of character," in the 
one whom they think to unite 
themselves in marriage, then no 
effort should be spared in doing 
this long before the question of 
marriage is brought to the front. 
Prayerfully consider now the fol
lowing important counsels: 

"Those who are contemplating 
marriage should consider what will 
be the character and influence of 
the home they are founding. As 
they become parents, a sacred trust 

is committed to them. Upon them 
depends in a great measure the 
well-being of their children in this 
world, and their happiness in the 
world to come. To a great extent 
they determine both the physical 
and the moral stamp that the little 
ones receive. And upon the char
acter of the home depends the con
dition of society; the weight of 
each family's influence will tell in 
ihe upward or the downward scale. 

''The choice of a life companion 
should be such as best to secure 
physical, mental, and well
being for parents and for their 
children--such as will enable both 
parents and children to bless their 
fellow men and to honor their 
Creator. 

"Before the responsi-
bilities involved in marriage, young 
men and young women should 
have such an experience in practical 
life as will prepare them for its 
duties and i.ts burdens. Early mar
riages are not to be encouraged. A 
relation so important as marriage 
and so far-reaching in its results 
should not be entered upon hasti
ly, without sufficient preparation, 
and before the mental and physical 
powers are wen developed. 

"The parties may not have 
worldly wealth, but they should 
have the far greater blessing of 
health. And in most cases there 
should not be a great disparity in 
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age. A neglect of this rule may 
result in seriously impairing the 
health of the younger. And often 
the children are robbed of physical 
and mental strength. They cannot 
receive from an ·aged parent the 
care and companionship which 

young lives demand, and they 
may be deprived death of the 
father or mother at the very time 
when love and guidance are most 
needed."-MH 357, 358. 

"Many have eijtered the mar
riage relation who have not ac
quired prope1iy, and who have had 
no inheritance. They .did not pos
sess physical strength or mental 
energy to acquire property. It has 
been just such ones who have been 
in haste to marry, and who have 
taken upon themselves responsi
bilities of which they had no just 
sense. They did not possess noble, 
elevated feelings, and had no just 
idea of the duty of a husband and 
father, and what it would cost them 
to provide for the wants of a fami
ly. And they manifested no more 
propriety in the increase of their 
families than that shown in their 
business transactions .... 

"The marriage institution was 
designed of Heaven to be a bless
ing to mat,; but, in a general sense, 
it has been abused in such a man
ner as to make it a dreadful curse. 
Most men and women have acted 
in entering the marriage relation as 

though the only question for them 
to settle was whether they loved 
each other. But they should realize 
that a responsibility rests upon 
them in the marriage relation far
ther than this. They should con
sider whether their offspring win 
possess physical health, and men
tal and moral strength. But few 
have moved with high motives, and 
with elevated considerations which 
they could not lightly throw off
that society had daims upon them, 
that the weight of their family's in
fluence would tell in the upward or 
downward scale."-MYP 461:1, 2. 

"It is a dangerousthing to form 
a worldly alliance. Satan well 
knows that the hour which wit
nesses the marriages of many 
young men and women closes the 
history of their religious experience 
and usefulness. For a time they 
may make a effort to live a Chris
tian life, but all their strivings are 
made a steady influence in 
the opposite direction. Once they 
felt it a privilege to speak of their 

and hope; but soon they 
become unwilling to make this a 
subject of conversation, knowing 
that the one with whom they have 
linked their destiny takes no interest 
in these things. Thus Satan in
sidiously weaves about them·a web 
of skepticism, and faith in the 
precious truth dies out of the heart. 

''It is Satan's studied effort to 



10 BASHAN TIDINGS 

secure the youth in sin; for then he dents." -CT 101:1. 
is sure of the man. The enemy of "Satan is busily engaged in in
souls is filled with intense hatred fluencing those who are wholly un
against every endeavor to influence suited to each other to unite their 
the youth in the right direction. He interests. He exults in this work, for 
hates everything that will give cor- by it he can produce more misery 
rect views of God and of Christ. and hopeless woe to the human 
His efforts are especially directed family than by exercising his skill 
against those who are placed in a in any other direction." -MYP 
position favorable for receiving 455:3. 
light from heaven; for he knows 
that any movement on their part to 
come into connection with God 
will give them power to resist his 
temptations. As an angel of light 
he comes to the youth with his 
specious devices, and too often suc
ceeds in winning them, step by 
step, from the path of duty."
MYP 453, 454. 

"In all our dealing with stu
dents, age and character must be 
taken into account. We cannot treat 
the young and the old just alike. 
There are circumstances under 
which men and women of sound 
experience and good standing may 
be granted some privileges not 
given to the younger students. The 
age, the conditions, and the turn of 
mind must be taken into considera
tion. We must be wisely considerate 
in all our work. But we must not 
lessen our firmness and vigilance in 
dealing with students of all ages, 
nor our strictness in forbidding the 
unprofitable and unwise associa
tion of young and immature stu-

Inspired Advice for Those 
Contemplating Marriage 

In view of the many pitfalls and 
devices of the enemy, the Lord has 
left the following counsels to those 
contemplating marriage: 

''Let those who are contemplat
ing marriage weigh every sentiment 
and watch every development of 
character in the one with whom 
they think to unite their life destiny. 
Let every step toward a marriage 
alliance be characterized by modes
ty, simplicity, sincerity, and an 
earnest purpose to please and 
honor God. Marriage affects the 
afterlife both in this world an.d in 
the world to come. A sincere Chris
tian will make no plans that· God 
cannot approve." -MH 359:1. 

"Many of the branches of study 
that consume the student's time are 
not essential to usefulness· or hap
piness; but it is essential for every 
youth to have a thorough acquain
tance with every-day duties. If need 
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be, a young woman can dispense I and conscience be surrendered to 
with a knowledge of French and the control of her husband? As a 
algebra, or even of the piano; but disciple of Christ, she is not her 
it is indispensable that she learn to own; she has been bought with a 
make good bread, to fashion neat- Can she honor the Saviour's 
ly-fitting garments, and to perform dairn.s as supreme? Will body and 
efficiently the many duties that soul, thoughts and purposes, be 
pertain to home-making. preserved pure and holy?· These 

''To the health and happiness of have a vital bearing upon 
the whole family nothing is more the well-being of every woman who 
vital than skill and intelligence on enters the marriage relation." -5T 
the part of the cook. By 362:1. 
pared, unwholesome food she may ''True love is a plant that needs 
hinder and even ruin both the culture. Let the woman who desires 
adult's usefulness and the child's 
development. Or by providing food 
adapted to the needs of the body, 
and at the same time inviting and 
palatable, she can accomplish as 
much in the right as otherwise she 
accomplishes in the wrong direc
tion. So, in many ways, life's hap
piness is bound up with faith
fulness in common duties."--Ed. 
216:1, 2. 

"Before giving her hand in mar
riage, every woman should inquire 
whether he with whom she is about 
to unite her destiny is worthy. What 
has been his past record? Is his life 
pure? Is the love which he expresses 
of a noble, elevated oris 
it a mere emotional fondness? Has 
he the traits of character that will 
make her happy? Can she find true 
peace and joy in his affection? wm 

1 ~~e be allowed to preserve her in
~viduality, or must her j~dgrnent 

a peaceful, happy Lmion, who 
would escape future misery and 
sorrow, inquire before she 
her affections, Has my lover a 
mother? What is the stamp of her 
character? Does he recognize his 
obligations to her? Is he mindful 
of her wishes and happiness? If he 
does not respect and honor his 
mother, will he manifest respect 
and love, kindness and attention, 
toward his wife? When the novelty 
of marriage is over, wm he love me 
still? Will he be patient with my 
mistakes, or wm he be critical, 
overbearing, and dictatorial? True 
affection will overlook many mis
takes; love will not discern them!' 
-MYP 450:1. 

A pamphlet published by the 
American Medical Association has 

made lhe as&Tiion that formcdy I 
young men and women were al-

married between the ages of 
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years and 1 earth. Instead of being . . in"· 
of a I of others, ~e wm b: ig., 
man upon them, 

an uplifting in-
and I fluenee to he wm be a 

many suppose even that too youngo 
Likewise the must wait 
until she is several years older than 
her v,ras vihen she was 
married.'' -The 
p .. 7~ 

aegnMllillg one; instead of <>i'*Awlin 

his children reasonable 
them the care 

What accounts for trJ.s in I to the low 
the I misfits. 

one to select one perw11 as a com~ 
parrh:m. at pJneteen and an 
entirely diffe:rent one at r.wemrv-nve. 

And from the Rod of God come 

attain~ Ne!rloctin!Z this. he wm 

and will 
become a :~nere cumberer of the 

rather than a to the 

devout Davidian young 
man wm avoid such a 
fully for this greatest 

and then furnished it 
and 

tree, and grass, with 
and cattk And know-

'"'''"'·'·"!'!> ali these in~ 
mspe11same qu;ruu:xcatno!ns, the pro-

duties of the wif~ in the event she 
fall become otherwise inca-
pacit;!llte~a or be taken away, oF they 
devolve upon him for sOJJiJ.e other . 

reason. I 
"On the other no God- . 

young worn~~ 
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can 
unless she has acquired the domes· 
tic skills and can shoulder every 
duty of the home. U she can 
the house dean and .neat and 

if she can pmfidendy 
and sew; if she can 

for the sick and administer 

ac-
en= 

union, Even so, though, 
respecting and as she 
must be, she also must have some 
trade or profession so that should 
the husband become sick or dis~ 
abled, or be taken away, she can 
head the home and care for its 
needs and meet its problems. 

both will reckon well 
with the fact that seldom is any 
young man's moral, and 
professional equipment adt:quate 
to the responsibilities of u"'u""""'" 
before he has arrived at the age of 
twenty-four-the of :man's fun 
growth and development, and that 
a young woman is seldom thus 
prepru,ed before she has reached the 
age of twenty-the day of woman's 
full growth and development.''-

13Ans. 
I 

1987 Edition. 

Sound Principles !lnvo~ved 
in M:t'lkh!g this J_,;feiGng "Unhm 

Marriage is not a ceremony. 
It is a long of living to-

After the ceremony 
the work of the after years. Here 

coun
sels in making the marriage re!a'" 
tionship a one: 

"However carefully and wisely 
may have been entered in

to, few couples are completely 
united when the cere
mony is performed. The real union 
of the two in wedlock is the work 
of the after years. 

"As life \Vith its burden of per
and care meets the newly 

wedded the romance with 
which so often invests 
marriage disappears. Husband and 
lil.rife learn each other's character as 
it was impossible to learn it in their 
previous association. This is a most 
critical period in their experience. 
The happiness and usefulness of 
their whole future life upon 
their taking a course now. 
Often discern in each other 
unsuspected weaknesses and 
defects; but the hearts that love has 
united will ruscem excellencies also 
heretofore llrlknown. Let ail seek to 
discover the excellencies rather than 
the defects. Often it is our own at-
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the that sur- able nor blind. by the Holy 
rounds ourselves, which determines they love God supremely, 
what will be revealed to us in an- and their neighbor as themselves." 
other. There are many who -Id. 358:4. 
the express:ion 

a.re '""''w"~"''rl 
heart becomes desolate and cold. are 
We should beware of this error. to prepare themselves for homes of 
l.ove cannot exist without ex- their owrL Let them here practice 

Let not the heait of one self-denial and manifest kindness, 
connected with you star,re for the and Christian sympathy. 
want of kindness and 1 Thus love \vill be kept warm in the 

I and he who goes out from 
such a household to stand at the 

"Neither the husband nor the I head of a of his own will 
wife should merge his or her indi~ \ know how to promote the 
n"''""''-U'-f in that of the other. Each . ness of her whom he has chosen as 

p~::!rsu.uiiu relation to God. Of a for life. in-
Him each is to ask, 'What is stead of being the end of wm 

'What is 'How be its "--PP 176:3. 
may I best fulfiH life's 
Let the wealth of your affection J Rn!es for Court!ihip a~11d 
flow forth to Him who gave His 
life for you. ~ake Christ first and I From a Re~'iew and Herald arti· 
last and best m As your 1 c!e come these counsels: 
k.rv-.;~ for Him becomes deeper and 1. Select a "'"''""'·;.~.-

your love for each other I Remember that you are 
; will be and .. II not an individuaL but a 
I e~ed.o''~MH 361::t 
1 "Love is a which I someone who sym-

1 
we receive from Jesus. Pure and with ycur im:erests and 1 

atite{;tio>n is not a but in life and has a stock [ 

~prirtciple. Those who a.re actuated \ of habits in. con'Iffion with you. Th~ 
y 1me are neither m'lreason- I of to 
---~¥~---~~- ----~-~----~-- -
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a large extent on compatibility of 1 tion. 
attitudes. 

3. Make as careful and as intel
ligent a study of the things needed 
for success in marriage as you 
would of the prerequisites of a 
business or profession that you 
might be taking up. 

4. Cultivate an idealism that will 
not be affected by the petty in-

8. Agree upon the handling of 
and make a budget and stick 

to it. And you win want to do this 
before the wedding day.-Lester 
Bond, R & H, Sept, 31, 1939. 

cidents and irritations that are cer- "That was a wise 
tain to crop up in every partner- when asked what he intended to do 
ship. with his """''"'Y..,"' 

5. Cultivate good health. tend to ao!oneJnti(;e 
a home has been wrecked because ceHent mother, that they learn 
one or the other of the young peo- the art of time, and be 
ple concerned has not fitted to become wives and 

his health. mothers, heads of fan1iUes, and 
6. Remember that love is a fine useful members of "-FE 

art, the greatest in the and 74:3. D 
deserves corresponding considera-

CONCEPTS OF SALVATION: 
OR SAVED'! 

Key ]bxts 

HO IS this that cometh 
with dyed 

""'"m"'nt"' from Bozrah? This that 
in His apparel, .,,,,., .• .~ ... ,., 

in the greatness of His st:ren:gttf! 
that in lighteousness, xmghty 
to save." Isaiah 63:1. 

u"""'"' the Lord's hand is not 
that it cannot save; 

neither His ear heavv, that it can-

not hear!' Isaiah 59:1. 
''And I, if I be lifted up from the 

will draw an men UlltO Me.'' 
John 12:32. 

There are as many Christian 
COlilcepts of salvation as· there are 
(~.hurches an.d doctrines. Views on 
the m1:mber of the saved range 
from the universalist view that all 
mankind will be to the e;;{l;::lu-
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be saved when Christ r;;;tums. up to the world God's 
C<)m.m;cm sense, and the world wm not fail to 
tuns show both views to be false. feel its and tht: power of 
Both the universalist and exdusiml- this message will be so great that 

stretch belief to the every human wm be drawn 
The truth, on the to, or have the chance to know, 

is weH balanced and Christ and His truth. It does 
reasonable. 

·rhe cctKu;ept of universal sa~va~ 
tion built upon the idea that 
since God allowed sin to affect all 

"'"'"'"-'"''-'' the and fair 
response for Him is to save aH 
mar1kind from sin. Universalists 

this belief vvifh texts such 
a;;; John wrrich can be con
strued to mean that a!.l. men wm be 
saved. The of this text is 
clear when correlated with John 
12:33 and John 8:28. 

Jotm 12:33: "This He s~gm-

. what death He should die." 
John 8:28: "Then said Jesus un· 

to them, When ye have lifted up 
the Son of man, then shall ye 
know that I am 

of lVIv.,~u; 

Me, I 

has two mean
the physical ii!.Ct of the cmci·, 

fooon, and the Saviour's ;;;JG:lltation 
through the :lives of His followers 
("When ye have lifted up the Son 

almost 

that aJl men 
H•~rrlnr ShOWS that 

rnovement, or 
a few immedi.~ 

Scripture shows the same truth. 
People have never been ummimom; 

,,..,~"'""''.;,.,,., tmtk Here are three 
of this: 1) the Flood 

movement 2) the two versus 
the ten of ancient Israel's 
"'"''""""'"'"''''"" 3) Christ's to, 

most of His own 
nation. Without doubt. if the 

The idea of universal salvation 
;\l">"rt!>,)rl{"f' of hu-

of man ... !'). For modern disciples man !fYlUuemvu.:u 

of Christ, the is the same one is to be 
as for the a;ndent When mediate v"'·""·'w" 
Christ is truly and perfectly lifted duc~ed to almost 

salvation is re.. 1 

~-_j 
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Eli:d~§iOWS!!ll: k1st of the truth that 
Tbc Pole there 'Nere bad as well as Rood in. 

At the nnnn~<ite 
trine of 

is the doc~ 
the belief I Editiono 

that out of bilJions on earth 
wm be saved at 

second advent. The evi<" 

Christ's of the mixed 
state of the Church fmmd in 
Matthew 13:47. 48: "The''"'<~!>''"" .. 

that the cm11pany of of heaven is like unto a net, that 
saved who do not was cast into the sea, and 

will be vasto Before of every kind: when it was 
it is in, full the number 

how sor:ne was made 
in and out of the and sat 

Adventist Clmrch- flood into 
have arrived at this Ad-
ventists are Thi:s text is cmcia! to under-
cemed with the of the 

their movement have 
aa,ontea the eKdusionist of to lTmmy Adventists. In 
salvation. Christ's of the mixed 

state of the Church necessitates a 
Ad- wholesale oluifkaticm: it follows 

ventist Clmrch that it was 
the of Revelation 

7; and that once her membei 

world and Christ would retum. 
This view is summed up in 
the 
the ltt}A.a~=~u 

that va§t nmnbers in the Church 
v,rill not choose to receive the seaR 
of Revdation 7 and will be 
out, to Revelatkm 3; 
and as a logical and Biblica! devel
oplrnel1t of these tm·eg,;:~mg 

church members was since vast numbers 
reached in the year 1917, into the Church 

and the world had but what believe. 
been touched the message, the It is not a situation that the Church 
leaders of the Denomination be"" wruits to since it would have 
came but ornv because to accept 1>.11d advocate the separa-
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tion of the just from the unjust in 
its midst before Christ returns. 
Hence, the confusion that began to 
grip the Church in 1917 has not 
lessened, but has actually in
creased. 

Commenting on what happened 
to the Adventist Church when its 
membership reached 144,000 and 
events did not line up with its doc·· 
trinal views, Brother Houteff per
ceptively wrote, ''The result was 
that they began to doubt and to 
question and variously to explain 
away their former position both as 
to the number to be gathered in 
and as to the generation to witness 
the end, until today the subject of 
the 144,000 has become to them 
one of the most confused and 
mooted of Bible subjects.''-5Tr. 
97:3, 1984 Edition. 

Today, discussion of the 144,000 
is likely to produce groans of ex
asperation from many Adventists 
who do not see what, if any, im
portance this subject has on one's 
salvation. This subject is no less 
confused today than it Wa:~.s 74 years 
ago, although today a large body 
of information on the subject is 
available through the Latter Rain 
message. (The Church is still con
fused about the subject since it 
continues to reject the Latter Rain 
message.) Highlighting this unfor
tunate fact is the existence of 
numerous competing, confusing 

positions about the meaning and 
identity of the 144,000. Among 
them: 

Position 1. It doesn't matter who 
they are. "Sister White said not to 
discuss the subject.'' If you don't 
make it in the 144,000, you can be 
in the great multitude. (This view 
could be called the "SDA non
position" on the 144,000 since it is 
so weak and groundless.) 

Position 2. The 144,000 is not an 
actual number. The number is real
ly much larger than 144,000 since 
each member of this group may be 
the head of his household, repre
senting members of his family (just 
as Noah's righteousness saved his 
family); therefore, this company 
could be hundreds of thousands, 
not merely 144,000. (This is not a 
strong position, but at least it tries 
to marshal a bit of Biblical history 
to support itself.) 

Position 3. This company is the 
same as the great multitude; the 
language that John the revelator 
used for both groups is quite simi
lar; the reason that they are termed 
the 144,000 in Revelation 7:4 and 
a great multitude in Revelation 7:9 
is simply a difference of descrip
tion. (This position is· fairly com
mon among Protestant commen
tators and has been absorbed by 
some Adventists; however, careful 
Biblical scholars have to conclude 
that it is shallow scholarship.) 
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Position 4. There is no doubt I tinue to be divided and remain in 
to whom this group refers.· The 
144,000 are faithful Seventh~day 
Adventists who stand up against 
the mark of the beast. They are the 
ones who have the Sabbath seal, 
and they are the only people on 
earth who are fit to meet Christ 
when He comes. (This position is 
a distinctly unscriptural view and 
has very limited currency in the 
Church today; it is mainly es
poused by groups with super-ex
clusionist mentalities.) 

The Key to Understanding 

The key to understanding why 
the Church has become confused 
over a subject that it once sup
posedly understood is that it has 
never come to grips with the Bibli
cal teaching concerning the twofold 
nature of the judgment (first for 
the dead, then the living), and also 
the twofold nature of the harvest 
(first for the Church, then''for the 
world). In brief, rather than ex
pending vast amounts of time and 
energy to convert the world, the 
Church should give more attention 

' to its own conversion to Christ and 
' its receptiveness to the Holy Spirit. 

When this takes place sufficiently, 
the Church will be morally fit to 
work for the world; Until and un
less it accepts these facts as truth 
and implements them, it will con-

confusion over the 144,000 and 
even the basic nature of the harvest 
for the world. 

Returning to the discussion of 
the exclusionist view of the 
144,000, one can easily see that of 
the four views listed above, this one 
is the most unreasonable and un
scriptural. Modern Adventist exclu
sionists would be uncomfortably 
surprised, if their minds could be 
pried open for a moment, to learn 
that theirs is not an original posi
tion. In fact, the ancient Israelites 
had exactly the sa:me mentality: just 
us and no more. Their thinking is 
neatly summed up inthis statement 
from Christ's Object Lessons: 

"The Jews had been first called 
into the Lord's vineyard, and:'be
cause of this they were proud and 
self-righteous. Their long years of 
service they regarded as entitling 
them to receive a larger reward than 
others. Nothing was more exasper
ating to them than an intimation 
that the Gentiles were to be admit
ted to equal privileges with them
selves in the things of God."
COL 400:2. 

The Bible is full of passages 
showing that the harvest of man~ 
kind will be heavy with fruit. Rev
elation 7:9 portrays a great multi
tude who are Gentiles since they 
come not from Israel, but from "all 
nations, and kintlreds, and people, 
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and tongues .... " (Biblical scholar 
Charles . Ryrie identifies 
this multitude as of Gentile origin. 
By no stretch of the imagination
or smmd scholarship-are they the 
same as the 144,000 who are spir
itual and lineal Israelites.) This is 
a living, .not a resurrected, multi
tude since its members have come 
''out of great tribulation'' and have 
not succumbed to death. The pio
neers of the Adventist Church rec
og~lize:d that this multitude would 
be a living, not resurrected, group. 
One ofthe foremost of those pio
neers, Ellen G. White, wrote that 
the. gospel work must go to every 
nation and climate on earth in 
order to warn every man, woman, 
and child on this earth and thereby 
gather this multitude of second
fruit saints. Clearly, no one would 
evangelize the dead, so again it is 
dear that the great multitude is a 
living company. The prophet Isaiah 
envisioned this great gospel effort 
in Isaiah 66:19, 20. According to 
this prophecy, those who have the 
"sign" -the seal.~wm be sent to 
even the "isles afar off, that have 
not heard My fame, neither have 
seen My glory; an.d they shall 
declare My glory among the Gen
tiles." If, as the exclusionists hold, 
there are to be only 144,000 saved 
ones when Christ returns, why 
bother to evangelize the Gentiles? 

To people with reasonable 

minds, personal experience, logic, 
and the Bible all show that God is 
mighty to save. God right at 
this moment, a vast number of 
sincere people who are being sus
tained under His care until the 
Loud Cry; these evidences alone 
are enough to sink the exclusionist 
position. 

Davidia: 1<'m1her (Confused) 
Vie~vs of Salvation 

The confusion within Davidia 
regarding the salvation of man, few 
or many, is almost as great as that 
in Laodicea. Some of these posi
tions are: 

Position 1. Out of the millions 
of SDAs (according to Church 
figures, membership may top 12 
million by the year 2000 and even 
reach twenty million), only 144,000 
will be sealed and saved; they will 
be followed by the great m.ulti
tude. (We could term this position 
"The Davidian Exclusionist Posi
tion.' . 

Position 2. There will be a very 
small and separate vanguard who 
will be sealed before the 144,000; 
they will be followed by the 144,000 
themselves, then by the great 
multitude. (This position is not 
quite. as exclusionist as the first 
position, but it is not supported by 
the Rod. Although the vanguard is 
sealed somewhat before the rest of 
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the 144,000, they are definitely not 
a separate body but are part of the 
144,000.) 

Position 3. There will be a har
vest in Laodicea of 144,000; fol
lowed by an unnumbered harvest 
from the Protestant fellowships; 
this, in turn, will be followed the 
final harvest for Babylon. (This 
theory, propounded by one of 
Bashan's spHt-offs is an effort to 
evade the prophetic mandate of the 
Bashan pasture and holds that 
Bashan win be set up during the 
Loud Cry to evangelize the Protes
tant fold.) 

These ideas fan short of the Bib
lical scope of truth on this crucial 
subject of the harvest of mankind. 
To varying degrees, promote 
brands of exclusionist thought, 
though not to the extent of Advent
ist exclusionist theory. Having ex
amined several Adventist and 
Davidian concepts of salvation, 
and finding that all fall short of the 
mark of truth, we should now turn 
our attention to the Bible and the 
Rod in order to determine the true 

torted and misinterpreted, it is still 
vital for us to rightly understand. 
References to this subject in the 
Rod are not many, but they are 
important. 

"This Association ... purports 
itself to be the first of the first 
fruits of the living, the vanguard 
from among the present-day de
scendants of those Jews who com
posed the early Christian Church. 
With the emergence of this van
guard and its army, the first fruits, 
from which are elected the 12,000 
out of each of the twelve tribes of 
Jacob, 'the 144,000' (Rev. 14:1; 
7:2-8) who stand on Mount Zion 
with the Lamb (Rev. 14:1; 
the reign of antitypical David be

."-LD 3:1, 2. 
"[We] ... have the culminating 

message of the gospel, and ... are 
the vanguard of the hosts of the 
eternal kingdom.''-5Ans. 80:0, 
1944 Edition. 

The last statement clearly shows 
the harvest of mankind is to en
compass a vast number of people, 
''the hosts of the eternal king

reach of salvation: is salvation won I dom.'' The vanguard are the first 
by few or many? of the first, the scouts, for the re

The Fill'St the First: 
The Vanguard 

mainder. of the 144,000. Just as 
J ohnthe Baptist prepared the way 
for the coming ofJesus,so are the 
vanguard preparing the way for His 

No informed Davidian wiU dis- coming to the Church in order to 
miss the subject of the vanguard seal the righteous and purify it as 
lightly. Although it has been dis- a body. The 144,000 saints, 
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who have loved and followed out of these millions of members 
Christ and His truth, are to be the only 144,000 saints are indeed to be 
first part of th~ harvest of living translated, then what slim chance 
saints. any particular member stands of 

We cannot assume, though, that ever being saved!"-3Ans. 27:0, 
144,000 will be the sum total of the 1944 Edition; p. 24:1, 1987 Edi
saved from within the Adventist tion. 
Church. On the contrary, Scripture At the time of writing, the mem
shows there is to be a company of bership of the Church was over 
sealed ones who win be with the half a million, not an inconsid-
144,000. Isaiah 10:20 refers to "the erable number, but still relatively 
remnant of Israel" (the 144,000) small. The Rod, however, projected 
and "such as are escaped of the church growth into the millions, 
house of Jacob" (those who will be and it was right. In terms of the 
one with, though not one of, the 1944 membership, the chance of 
144,000). Those who make up the being among the 144,000 was 
:1.44,000 must be lineal descendants roughly one in four. By 1992, with 
of the twelve tribes; whereas the a membership approaching seven 
group with them are those who ac- million, one's chances of being 
cept and live the sealing message among the 144,000 (according to 
yet are not lineal descendants of the exclusionist view) had decreased 
Israel. As such, they are classed as to about one in 48. And using of
spiritual inheritors of the promises ficial SDA growth projections of 
since they are part of the spiritual between twelve and twenty million 
"house of Jacob." members by 2000, the odds grow 

In 1944, the Rod insightfully even longer: one chance in 83 and 
addressed the issue of whether or one chance in 138, respectively. 
not more than 144,000 people These figures illustrate how correct 
would be saved from the Adventist the Rod is in saying, ''And if 'the 
Church: dosing work for the church' means 

"And were there only 144,000 to that out of these minions of mem
be translated, then the millions of bers only 144,000 saints are indeed 
Seventh-day Adventists alive at the to be translated, then what slim 
close of probation would ... have chance any particular member 
to perish either in 'the seven last I stands of ever being saved!"-Id. 
plagues' or at 'the brightness of The Rod does not take an exclu
His coming'! And if 'the closing I sionist position, and based on the 
work for the church' means that truth that God i.s mighty to save, 
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we are sure to see a substantial 
harvest of people from the ranks of 
the Adventist Church. Though no 
number can be cited for this group, 
it may be relatively large given the 
near certainty that church member
ship will skyrocket before Ezekiel 
9. Is the Lord feeble or mighty to 
save? Is this a vital, church-saving 
message that will reach the farthest 
corners of Adventism or is this 
merely a plodding prophetic move
ment with narrow visions of the 
future? Is salvation such a hard 
thing that God could reach no 
more than 144;000 people from 
within His Church? And though 
the work is now slow, can we not 
see a parallel between our work 
and that of the apostles, who final
ly were able to reach large numbers 
of the house of Israel, "such as 
should be saved"? 

Without a doubt, the harvest of 
Laodicea is going to be larger and 
more glorious than most of us had 
before now envisioned. "The har
vest truly is plenteous, but the la
borers are few." Matt. 9:37. 

The Hosts of the Kingdom: 
The Second Phase of Harvest 

Though the harvest of Laodicea 
is going to be substantial, it is com
pletely dwarfed, in terms of num
bers, by the second phase of the 
harvest. This part of the harvest 

takes place in Babylon and is con
ducted by the Christ-filled ·144,000 
who, according to Isaiah, " ... shall 
be named the Priests of the Lord: 
men shall call you the Ministers of 
our God." Isa. 61:6. The work of 
these Saviour-filled Priests/Minis
ters is to teach the pure gospel of 
the Kingdom-at that time, a mes
sage not just in earnest, but in fact, 
since the Davidic Kingdom will be 
the headquarters of the Kingdom 
Gospel Movement, the Loud Cry. 
Growth of this Movement from the 
tiny to the tremendous is foretold 
in Isaiah 60:22. "A little one shall 
become a thousand, and a small 
one a strong nation: I the Lord will 
hasten it in his time.'' 

Reaching into the highways and 
byways of the world, into every 
village, town, city, metropolis, meg
apolis, nation and continent, the 
Loud Cry of the Kingdom message 
will accomplish what every church 
has been attempting for genera
tions: to preach the gospel of the 
Kingdom in all the world. Since the 
harvest of Laodicea gathers the 
house of Israel, the harvest of 
Babylon must be a Gentile harvest, 
as indeed prophecy shows it to be. 
It is to be a great harvest. "Thy 
gates shall be open continually; 
they shall not be shut day nor 
night; that men may bring unto 
thee the forces of the Gentiles, and 
that their kings may be brought." 
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Isa. 60:11. The 144,000 are to go to 
every Gentile nation: "I will send 
... them unto the nations, to Tar-

Pul, and Lud, that draw the 
bow, to 1ubal, and Javan, to the 
isles afar off, that have not heard 

i My fame, neither have seen My 
glory; and shaH declare My 
glory among the Gentiles ... they 
shan bring an your brethren for an 
offering unto the Y rd out of aU 
nations ... to My holy mountain 
Jerusalem, ... into the house of the 
Lord." Isa. 20. 

Isaiah's of this work 
for the Gentiles is the same as the 
Revelation's projection of the 
multitude of chapters 7 and 14. So 

is this multitude of redeemed 
Gentiles that terms it ''a 
great multitude, which no man 
could number." Rev. 7:9. Obvious-

such a vast harvest demands vast 
m.mribers of laborers, and in Revela
tion 9:16, we are told who are: 
an army of horsemen and horses 

two hundred million! 

horses are used to sym-
bolize or ministers 

likewise, these 
horses messengers 
and the riders represent their angel
ic guides who direct their move
ments. "Unmistakably, therefore, 
the of 'horses' is figurative 

of the workers who proclaim the 
final message."-51r. 84:3, 1984 
Edition. How did the number of 
Loud Cry messengers suddenly 
swell from 144,000 to 200,000,000? 

"And now as to what swelled the 
number of preachers from 144,000 
to 200,000,000, the Lord says: 'I 
will also take of them [of those 
whom the 144,000 shall bring from 
'all nations; after the fulfillment of 
Isaiah 66:16-the purification of 
the Church] for priests and for 
Levites.' Isa. 66:21. The very fact of 
such a multitude of workers speaks 
for itself that are salvation's 
'new sharp threshing instrument' 
(Isa. 41:15) the KmtgW)m-·reapers
engaged in reaping the harvest of 
the world."-Id. 87:3, 1984 Edi
tion. 

No Shortage of Go§pel Workers 
!rm tile Loud Movement 

1b this tremendous number 
of gospel workers into perspective, 
imagine the populations of Britain, 

and Germany combined, 
and you have an idea of how large 
this army is going to be_ In view of 
the billions of people to be 
reached, it is dear that a vast army 
is needed to take personalized, em
bodied Christianity to them. 

The two hundred million gospel 
workers, under the direction of the 
144,000, the government of God, 
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move forward to reach a multitude eternal Kingdom.'') 
so great that it is said to be num- While the harvest of man will 
beriess. At this time, the harvest not take in every human being, it 
wm be great, but the laborers wm will be a vast, earth-shaking move
not be few. These combined cir- ment that will finish the preaching 
cumstances will produce a harvest of the everlasting gospel and will 
so heavy with fruit that Zechariah save the multitudes of earth who 
prophetically calls for the salvation long for a better way and an end 
of ONE THIRD of the earth's in- to sin, sickness, disease, hunger, 
habitants. "And it shall come to violence, and oppression. God's 
pass, that in an the land, saith the eternal Kingdom, centered in the 
Lord, two parts therein shall be cut ancient t,and of Promise and ad
off and die; but the third shall be ministered by a righteous govern-
left therein. Zech. Declares ment, win offer peace, plenty, prog-
the Rod: ress, and most importantly, 

"What is three thousand con- eousness and salvation. No other 
verts in one day in comparison to movement in the history of the 
one third of the people saved of world, not even the Apostolic, 
this present generation who will be comes close to the Kingdom Move
gathered in during the last hours of ment. 
probationary time! it can be "We think of the wonderful. mir
truly said, the glory of the first ades-the casting out of devils, the 
temple, or first section of the healing of the sick, and the raising 
Church, was as nothing in com- of the dead! We marvel as we think 
parison with the second."-Man- of:E-Iis resurrection, ascension, and 
uscript of V. T. Houteff, The Tem- of the glorious demonstration on 
ple of the Lord, soon to be pub- the day of Pentecost! But all these 
iished. wonders will be as nothing in com-

Consider this statement for a parison with Divine manifestions 
moment and the implications be- of greater splendor in the harvest 
come staggering: vast numbers win time!"--Id. 
be saved! We cannot attach anum- This study shows that the bar
ber to this group, since the Revela- vest of mankind is to be just what 
tion declares the great multitude is prophecy envisions: a sweeping 
to be innumerable. Clearly, the har- transformation of a suffering world 
vest of the final generation will in- that creaks under the burden of 
deed be so vast that it can be de- sin. We should now have a dearer 
scribed only as the "hosts of God's understanding of Isaiah's prophetic 
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question and answer: "Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah? this that is 
glorious in His apparel, traveling in 

the greatness of His strength? I that 
speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save." Isa. 63:1. 

-Jeriel E. Bingham D 

ARE WE IN THE FAITH? 

I WOULD not miss being pres
ent at these early morning 

meetings; for here I meet my 
Saviour, and am strengthened and 
refreshed. Since I first took my seat 
in the cars to come on this journey 
East, I have enjoyed sweet peace in 
God. My soul has feasted on the 
love of Christ. While on the cars, 
I have been ahnost constantly send
ing up silent prayers to God, and 
my communion with Him has been 
sweet. As I have read the Holy 
Scriptures, the gems of truth have 
shone with such lustre, and the 
beauty and harmony of truth has 
so impressed me, that I could not 
forbear praising God. At times, in 
contemplating heavenly things, my 
heart has been filled with a rap
turous joy and love that is very 
precious, but that no words can 
describe. I love Jesus, I love His 
law; I want to be like Jesus, that I 
may reflect His image perfectly. I 
want to lie low at the foot of the 
cross, that I may be nothing, and 
Christ may be all in alL 

I want to see far more done in 
the way of presenting the truth 

than has hitherto been accom
plished. Let us lay hold of the Arm 
of power. God has promised, and 
He will verify His word. He will 
work with us, and make our labor 
fruitful, when we seek Him with 
the whole heart. 

Dear brethren, "examine your
selves, whether ye be in the faith.'' 
Many present may immediately re
spond, "Why, yes; I am in the 
faith, I believe every point of the 
truth.'' But do you practice what 
you believe? Are you at peace with 
God and with your brethren? Can 
you pray with sincerity; "Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debt
ors?" or are you estranged from 
your brother, because you suppose 
he has injured you? Are there no 
heart-burnings among you? Is 
there no bitterness in your hearts, 
no envying, no jealousy, no evil 
surmising, no misjudging of your 
brethren? Is there no emulation, no 
desire for special favor and honors, 
no wish to have the supremacy? 
These feelings do exist to a greater 
or less degree among brethren. 

Some of you seem to be ear-
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nestly struggling for forgiveness of 
sins, for freedom in God. Do you 
deserve the pardon that you are 
seeking? No, you do not; neverthe
less, it is given you. And do you 
withhold from your brethren the 
forgiveness and affection of which 
you do not think them worthy? 
Would you have God deal thus 
with you? Deal with your brethren 
as you wish God to deal with you. 
If we expect our prayers for forgive
ness to be heard, we must offer 
them in a forgiving spirit. We must 
forgive others in the same manner 
and to the same extent that we our
selves hope to be forgiven. The 
hard-heartedness that professed 
Christians manifest toward one an
other is not Christ-like, but savors 
of the Satanic. We must every one 
of us open our hearts wide to the 
love of Jesus, and encourage pity 
and affection for our brethren. 

Many are filled with self-impor
tance and esteem themselves above 
their brethren. Such should let self 
die; let the carnal mind be cruci
fied. If you have enmity, suspicion, 
envy, and jealousy in your hearts, 
you have a work to do to make 
these things right. Confess your 
sins; come into harmony with your 
brethren. Speak well of them. 
Throw out no unfavorable hints, 
no suggestions that will awaken 
distrust in the minds of others. 
Guard their reputation as sacredly 

as you would have them guard 
yours; love them as you would be 
loved of Jesus. Work for their in
terest, instead of seeking to tear 
them down that you may build 
yourself upon their ruins. It is 
Satan's work to injure the brethren, 
and he loves to have you help him 
in it. But disappoint him; do not 
let him triumph over you. 

Some pride themselves on being 
outspoken, blunt, and rough, and 
they call this frankness; but it is not 
rightly named, it is selfishness of 
the deepest dye. These persons may 
have virtues; they may be liberal, 
and have kind impulses; but their 
discourteous manners ·render them 
almost insupportable. They criti
cize, they wound, they say disagree
able things. Will the character they 
are cultivating recommend them to 
Jesus? Will it fit them for the socie
ty of heaven? We do well to exam
ine ourselves to see what manner 
of spirit we are cherishing. Let us 
learn to speak gently, quietly, even 
under circumstances the most try
ing. Let us control not only our 
words, but our thoughts and imag
inations. Let us be kind, be cour
teous in 011r words and deport
menL There is a great neglect in 
this respect. We do not adorn the 
doctrines we profess. We are not 
what we might be nor what God 
would have us be. Those who hope 
to be the companions of holy 
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angels, should possess refined freshlng shall come, his sins may be 
manners.· If the principles of the blotted out, and his name retained 
Christian religion are carried out in in the book of life. 
the daily life, there wm be a kind Let us examine our hearts in the 
thoughtfulness for others; for this light of the great principles of the 
was characteristic of Christ. Then, law of God as defined Christ: 
although a man may be poor, he "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
will have true dignity; for he is with aJJ thy heart, and with an thy 
God's nobleman. J and with aU thy mind, and 

Christianity will make a man a thy neighbor as thyself." Here the 
gentleman. We are the purchase of conditions of eternal life are 
Christ's blood; and we are to repre- fied. The promise is, "This do, and 
sent Him, to pattern after Him, thou shalt live!' Are you, my breth
And He was courteous, even to His ren, out these principles in 
pe. rsecutors. The true follower 

1 

your every day lives? ATe there not 
Jesus manifest<> the same mild, self- reasons why you do not come to 
sacrificing spirit that marked the the light, you have no freedom 
life of his Master. Look at Paul in Christ, you do not find that 
when brought before rulers. His rest He has promised to an who 
speech before Agrippa is a model come unto Him with their bur
of dignified courtesy as wen as per- dens? 
suasive eloquence, I would not en- Jesus invites, "Come unto Me, 
courage the formal politeness cur- an ye that labor and are heavy 
rent with the world, which is des- laden, and I will you rest. Thke 
titute of the true spirit of upon you, and learn of 
but the politeness that springs from Me; for I am meek and lowly in 
real kindness of feeling. heart, and ye shall find rest unto 

We profess a great and holy your souls." "Thke My yoke," says 
faith; and our characters must be Christ; "learn of Me." In doing 
in accordance with that faith, and this, you will find rest to your 
with God's great moral standard. souls. You will be learning in the 
Let us shun every mean action, all school of Christ to be meek and 
dishonesty, all overreaching; and if lowly in spirit, and to wear His 
any one is guilty of wrong in this yoke with cheerfulness. Have you 
respect, let him make restitution to found this rest? If not, there is 
the one he has wronged, and in ad- something for you to do. Come to 
dition bring a trespass offering to Jesus with brokenness of heru.t and 
God, that when the tilnes of re- contrition of spirit, praying for His 
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grace. The melting power of God 
can do wonders in the 
heart, and making it tender and 
impressible. The Lord is gracious; 
and when you. have done all that 
is required on. your part, you will 
find His words true. "If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and to 
forgive u.s our sins, and to deanse 
u.s from all unrighteousness." He 
never fails. You may come to Him 
with full asslll'ance of faith, and He 
will fin your heart with rest, and 
peace, and love. 

The religion of some is cold and 
formal., and is not carried into the 
everyday life. Such professors have 
earnest work before them to 
themselves into with the 
mind and will of God. If in sin-

TilE 

cerity you offer the prayer, "Create 
in me a dean 0 God, and 
renew a spirit within me,'' 
the answer is returned, ''A new 
heart will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you." Do not 

upon an experience that you 
had years in the past; it is your 
privilege to know that you have a 
living connection with Christ now, 
When the members individually 
stand fast in the faith, and have the 
favor of the church will have 
a power that she does not now 
possess. "Keep heart with all 
uuJI~"'''"""'• for out of it are the issues 
of life." 

-Ellen G. White, R & H, April 
pp. 1, 2. D 

HRISTIANS speak much of the en Rule is most often violated, and 
Golden Rule-''All things which most Christians perhaps do 

whatsoever ye would that men not fully comprehend in respect to 
should do to you, do ye even so to the extent that it affects their own 
them: for this is the law and the lives, the lives of their 
prophets" (Matt. there friends, associates, and church 
is a question as to how many real- brethren, Above all, though, the 
ly comply with its requirements in aim herein is to show forth the in
the fullest sense. Are the demands jury which Christians are daily 
of this Christian rule to be met the work of God, either 
only in kind deeds, honest business their blindness to God's ways or 
transactions, and missionary activ- their failure to carry out the prin
ities? dple contained in the Golden Rille, 

The purpose herein is to show by giving . unbridled to. the 
the way in which the Gold- most unruly member of the body; 
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namely, the tongue. 
We. hear much about the pesti

lential habit of "Gossip," which 
sickens us to the depths, for we as 
a people hear instruction without 
stint on the subject, but we obey it 
not. However, though it is not as 
sweet music to our ears, we must 
realize that the problem must be 
met and dealt with. We must be 
overcomers, with no guile in our 
mouths, if we are to be among 
those who "escape" and who are 
sent to "the nations" to proclaim 
God's "fame" and His "glory" 
"among the Gentiles" (Isa. 65:19, 
20), and who have a part in the giv
ing of the message in the time of 
the Loud Cry. 

''Gossip'' is just plain convers
ing with another to tell idle tales, 
to tattle, or just to chat about 
others. 

Information which is unneces
sary, or which is unnecessarily 
given, though it be only absolute 
fact, is another phase of conversa
tion as equally damaging as gossip. 

To love our neighbor as we do 
ourselves, we must remember the 
Golden Rule by guarding our lips, 
for a word once spoken, though it 
may be retracted, can never . be 
recalled, albeit we may apologize 
and shed many tears in sorrow. 

We may unwittingly drop here or 
there a word of information that to 
us at the time would mean nothing 

at aU, but which sooner or later 
may stare us in the face in a most 
unpleasant setting and cause us un
told distress, worry, and shame. 

Let us for a moment closely ob
serve a person who is successful in 
his or her profession. lake a nurse, 
for an example, to illustrate our 
point. She is of necessity in many 
cases familiarized with certain cir
cumstances or conditions which 
perhaps surround her patient. How 
unbecoming and how damaging to 
her profession should she tell even 
to her closest friend, matters which 
should be held strictly confidential 
to herself, not to mention to make 
common talk or gossip of them, or 
even to pass on the information! 
No good business person tells his 
private affairs. Much less others 
who are not concerned could 
"spread the tidings" and yet pro
fess to keep the "Golden Rule." 

Information must be given at 
times, but to "be wise as serpents 
and harmless as doves,'' it is nec
essary not only that we learn what 
is idle talk -gossip-but also that 
we learn why certain information 
should be given, by whom it should 
be given, and, especially, when it 

. should be given. 
Even the habit of expressing our 

opinion on matters which do not 
especially concern us, is a deep
seated cause of many evils and 
unpleasant consequences. 
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When we wish to discuss a sub
ject, or when we venture to ques
tion others, we must guard our 
tongue by always bearing in mind 
that it must be subject to the law 
which the apostle Paul enjoins 
upon us in the following concerns. 
Let each one of us, before discuss
ing any subject, ask: 

Is it "true," or is it merely hear
say-"! have heard"? 

Is it "honest" (margin, venera
ble-to be reverenced), or is it fool
ish jesting; and does it concern us 
and our work? 

Is it "just"-as we would have 
others do to us? Does it show that 
we care about our brother's feel
ings? 

Is it ''pure," so that no condem
nation shall stand against us? 

Is it "lovely"? Would it cause us 
to have greater love for our brother 
regardless of his mistakes? 

Is it "of good report," that we 
might thereby learn something for 
our experience or advancement 
along life's highway? 

If these concerns are to be con" 
sidered when asking questions of 
others, then it would be well for us 
especially to consider them when 
narrating to others, for the text fur~ 
ther enjoins us to think on these 
things ''if there be any virtue and 
if there be any praise.'' 

We should be like Paul, and 
''press toward . the mark for the 

prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as 
many as be perfect [144,000], be 
thus minded: and if in any thing ye 
be otherwise minded, God ·shall 
reveal even this unto you." PhiL 
3:14, 15. 

God is striving now to do some
thing for us, but He cannot until 
we submit our tongues to Him. 
The longer we put off making this 
surrender, the more we hinder His 
intentions for us as His people. 

, And what we do not do in times 
of peace, we will have to do in 
times of trouble. 

"He that will love life, and see 
good days, let him refrain his 
tongue from evil, and his Hps that 
they speak no guile." 1 Pet. 3:10. 

Let us be careful in our speech, 
: so that we speak nothing which we 
ought not (1 Tim. 5:13), "for in 
many things we offend alL" James 
3:2. 

Some may even think that they 
are doing good in God's service by 
giving to others private informa
tion on things which concern 
God's work and His workers only, 
whereas such presumption is in
deed an offense "to all" and a 
great harm to God's cause. Some 
do not understand the.fullness of 
the warfare between Christ and 
Satan, neither are they conscious 
when they are criticizing, gossiping, 
or passing out important informa-
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tion about the work of God, yea, 1 vice, criticism, discussion, and our 
even more, causing others, to form ' reporting what we hear or see 
against the institution, opinions would be contrary to that which 
which would prejudice them a~ would be fitting to the 144,000 who 
gainst it for eternity" are without guile in their mouth. 

"If any man offend not in word, Rev. 14:5" 
the same is a perfect man, and able "But let your communication 
also to bridle the whole body"" be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for what
James 3:2. soever is more than these cometh 

Until we can learn when to speak of evil." Matt. 5:37" Those who do 
and when to keep silent, regardless this are as "wise as serpents, and 
who we are, we are still in our sins harmless as doves.'' Strive to be one 
and unqualified for service in the of the 144,000, who are without 
Lord's vineyard, for we would in guile in their mouth. 
such a case "betray our trust;' "Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
become "traitors, heady, and rngh'· your Father which is in heaven is 
minded," considering our own perfecto" Matt. 5:48. 
conceits wiser than that which "is -The Code, January-
written:' whereas our counsel, ad- lL 0 

THE I.ITTLE READER 

NED'S TRUST 

OY wanted." I an the necess21.ry qualifications" 
That was the neatly In the first place, Mr. Drake re
written sign that had quired unexceptional references, 
hung so in the in addition to that, good 

window of Mr. Drake's grocery security for the boy's honesty; and 
store that people wondered why it though most of the applicants for 
was that it seemed to be so difficult the position could· bring references, 
for him to secure a when the none of were able to furnish 
place was such a good one, with the necessary security. 
chances for promotion. But Mr. Ned Bowen's face lighted up 
Drake could have told them that with hope one morning when he 
there were plenty of boys an:dous saw the notice on his way down 
and ready for the position, but that town. Here was just the very 
it 'W'aS hard for him to find one with chance he had been looking 
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and he determined to apply for the went into a confectioner's store 
vacancy at once. with a schoolmate who wanted to 

"Mr. Drake, 1 want a place very buy some candy. 
much,'' he said, as the merchant It was a warm day, and the boys 
looked up from the newspaper he I were heated with their wallc Pres
was reading when the boy entered endy Ned's companion exclaimed, 
the store. "Wouldn't this: be a good time 

"And I want a boy very much;' to get some ice cream? Let's get 
Mr. Drake answered. ''So perhaps some. I haven't enough money my .. 
we can make a bargain. Can you but can't you lend me some?" 
give me any references and securi- Ned shook his head. 
ty?" "I only have the club money in 

"I can you references, sir," my pocket, and of course I 
Ned answered, his hope beginning couldn't use that!' 
to diminish at the mention of "Why not?" Harry asked. "It 
security. , wouldn't be any harm to use 

"That is good, but I have re- j it for a little while, and you could 
solved never to take a boy unless it back again afterwards. 
someone has confidence enough in You're the treasurer, so it wouldn't 
his honesty to be willing to go his matter if you did use as long as 
security." you put it back again. Come on, 

"I am afraid I couldn't furnish like a good fellow, and stand treat. 
any security, sir,'' Ned Some ice cream would cool us off 
sadly, as he realized that he had no nicely,'' and he made a move 
friend from whom he would like to toward the door of the ice cream 
ask such a favor. saloon that was at the end of the 

"Then I am afraid. we can't store, shut off by lace curtains. 
make any bargain," and Mr. Drake But Ned shook his head reso-
took up his paper again, as if the lutely. 
matter was conclusively settled. "No, I can't use it," he answered. 

Ned. walked slowly out of the firmly. ''I don't want to be dis
store, thinking regretfully of the I obliging, Harry, but it wouldn't be 
position he would have been so right for me to touch a cent of this 
glad to obtain, and wondering money. I'm sorry, for I would 
whether in any way it would be some ice cream as well as you, but 
possible to get the needed security. indeed I can't." 

He had almost forgotten about "I think you're altogether too 
the matter two weeks later, when he particular about a few cents,'' 

-------------------~ 
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grumbled Harry. "Any one would The next day, when Ned was 
think I was asking you to steal it passing Mr. Drake's store, he was 
to hear you talk. You can replace surprised at being called in, while 
it as soon as you go home if you Mr. Drake inquired, 
like, so what can possibly be the "Well, my boy, do you still want 
harm, I would like to know?" to work for me?" 

"Well, you see it's a trust fund," "Yes, sir, indeed I do," Ned 
Ned answered. "It's money that answered eagerly. "But I can't fur
has been put in my care, and I must rush any security.'' 
be worthy of the trust. Mother says ''Well, I have determined not to 
that's just the way people begin wait any longer for the right boy 
that end up in stealing large sums. to make his appearance, and I have 
They take just a little at first, and made up my mind to give you a 
think they will only borrow it and trial, and see how you suit me. I 
then put it back; and so they keep have reason to feel satisfied as to 
on taking a little more every time, your honesty since I overheard 
until. at last they take so much that. your conversation with a friend in 
they can't replace it, and then they • the confectioner's yesterday. A boy 
are disgraced. Now, if I don't ever who will not violate his trust in the 
take the first step, I shall not go on smallest particular, may be trusted 
to anything worse; and so though without any other security than his 
I could replace this money long own word." 
before it will be wanted by the dub, "Don't you think it pays to be 
yet I would not touch a penny of honest, now?" Ned asked Harry 
it for anything. I'll keep my trust." when he saw him a few hours later, 

"I suppose I've got to go with- and told him that Mr. Drake had 
out the cream then, since you're so engaged him. 
mighty particular," Harry an- "Well, maybe it did this time," 
swered rather iU-humoredly. "But Harry grudgingly admitted, "but 
you'll find out that you won't gain it won't always.'' 
anything by being so much more He had to confess his mistake, as 
honest than other people.'' he found that Ned was soon pro-

A gentleman who had been sit- moted to a position of responsibili
ting in the ice cream saloon, hid- ty, because his employer learned 
den from the boys by the lace cur- that he always kept his trust, and 
tains, looked after them as they could be relied upon. 
passed out of the store, while a I think all boys may learn a 
satisfied look rested on his face. lesson from Ned. Remember that 
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a trust fund should always be held of all our boys, we would not hear 
sacred, and never appropriated to so much about the dishonesty of 
any other uses. If this lesson was those who hold positions of trust. 
only deeply implanted in the hearts -Youth's Evangelist.-YI 92. D 

THE VOICE OF LEAH'S CHILDREN 

(A Few Samples of Many More) 

"Of Good Courage" 

I am almost through reading the 
Report and Analysis of the G.C. 
Session. Oh may the Lord lead and 
guide the earnest in heart among 
them to find the truth for this time. 

We are praying for the success of 
the School of the Prophets and 
that all who get there will be fired 
with new zeal and determination to 
spread the message on their return 
home. 

These days I'm having lots of 
Laodicean visitors and 10 from the 
Salem group. One Laodicean 
brother asked me how I will get to 
Jerusalem with one foot. Look at 
the low estimate he puts on God; 
as if there is anything too hard for 
the Lord to do. Poor people, I'm 
sorry for all of them. 

I'm praying that the Lord will 
use me to give a study from Micah 
6; 7:14 and Psalms 68 the next time 
that the Salem group visit, with the 
hope that the earnest in heart will 
take heed and turn, if there are any 
among them. 

And now the old soldier is of 
good courage. There is absolutely 
nothing to complain about, noth
ing to worry about, for He who 
knows the end from the beginning 
takes care of His own. 

The foot is already healed, no 
pain. I'm trying to get along with 
the crutches now, and doing a few 
things, only the garden is filled 
with grass. 

· Humanly speaking I can under
stand how everyone felt when the 
sad news was heard, but as I always 
say, God permits these things for 
a purpose, though we may not see 
and understand now, so in all these 
experiences I have learned to trust 
Him and leave everything to His 
providential care. (P. A. Symonds, 
St. Lucia) 

Standing Through Our Prayers 

It all began after Pastor __ _ 
returned from his furlough. He was 

· told that both of us are studying 
and teaching the Rod Message, and 
returning tithes to Bashan. The 
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Pastor wasted no time in CO!t1!2tcung 

us. In his own words "As Sh!~J)l1era 
of the 

have no with you 
but when you then I am 

concerned." In response I told 
I studv. but the connotation 

'""'uw,,, and consistent syl-
etc., and that I am not a 

teacher. However, there are 

cerns were 
the 

oent•ec(>stru power, 
said it was 

The decision was ,1m...,My """'-ut;"" 
when Pastor _____ , e.,:.,,~,.,.,",." 

the ___ Union and past Presi-
dent of _____ Mission came. He 
told them to fin;t instruct us in the 
doctrine and that if we cannot 
bend, then of course, the rm<•mom 

" decision stands. After divine serv
ice an emergency church business 

was held to discuss the 
decision. Earlier, _____ and ! 
were caHed out§ide the first 

tions we held were un-
til our orientation and a final deci
sion made. 

In all of these 
gave u-S Q!uuu!u.!.HMl~ 

courage and faid1 that we were not 
moved. I was 
that God wm confuse 

an to answer for our 
,

1 

their decision at until we have 

of the . faith before the church. that 
144,000; the deliverance our situation wm war, not 

them from the time of peace, in the congregation. A war 
the and wm stir up an enthusiasm for , 

1 among the rank and me. j 

of :?e I That God wm His n:fl1~ J 
me 1 not us um 

·----~·---·---. --------·------
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of but us it. He I ha:rve§ts/two as well as the 
has answered this prayer. Elder They were a blessing to 
______ is to know . me ar; I listened to them and I'm 
what happened. We to a sure that some of the brethen re-
u"'"u'"l". this week and details win ceiv~~d same as I gave my §tudy on 
be furnished later on. the material. 

At the moment, we are It was unfair in that the 
the commencement of the indoc- Pastor and remarks 
trination process. I have when it was thne for the church 
made the decision to retum to the board to make their decision. 
refugee camp rather than my While there were some on the 
salvation OJ:l the cross for a mess of board who tried to have an open 
pottage. If the church will mind, a of disbelief and a 

and discuss mu tracts as reliance on the Pastor's find~ 
I •'lill were used as the basis of their 

dedsim1. 
been I As both _____ and I were on 

do just that. 

Censured :ior th!i: 'Ir~.Rth 

I assumed that you knew of the 
outcome and our subsequent 60-
day censure due to our stand for 
the present truth message. I believe 
it was as fair and unfair as we 
could have expected. It was fair 
only because allowed us to 
present a 3-hour study without in-

Approximately 50 peo
ple attended. The tapes that you 

· the dmrch an 
occtm:et:L When The 
Rod came up for 

dis,cu:ssil)l1, the Pastor asked us to 

declined to leave, several 
board mernbers advised us it was 
in our best interest to leave. When 
we declined again and comforted 
them with the fact that there was 

could say to hu.rt our 
teeHn1;s and that it vvas a 
and an honor to present the truths 
that we have been enlightened 

sent me were used 
exclusively for rny 

they (manyborud members) started 
to leaf through their church man
uals to find some policy or pro
cedure that wouJd them 
"·..,""'-"'" this uncomfortable dHem- -
ma. Needless to say, nothing was j 

__ x_·-o_u~d in the manual to pre~ent us J 
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from staying at the meeting. 
After a lengthy discussion, most 

of it conducted by the Pastor, 
several of the board members were 
allowed to ask us questions. 

When the discussion ended they 
were ready to vote and it was at 
that time that [we] stood up and 
advised them that we didn't want 
to remain for the vote. We thanked 
them for their time and said that 
we would "pray for all here to
night." A sixty-day censure was 
voted and approved. 

1\vo weeks later it was recom
mended to the Church and busi
ness session that we be censured-'
the vote was unanimm.!So 

I sometimes struggle with the 
fact that people can't see this light. 
Quite frankly, I wonder why I can. 
But when these thoughts come to 
mind I simply put an my doubts on 
the altar and thank HIM for choos
ing an unworthy person such as 
myself to be worthy enough to ac
cept and believe. 

I don't know what the outcome 
will be in regard to our disfeHow
shlpment and I guess it isn't all that 
important. I win say, though, that 
this experience has been unique in 
my life and I'm very thankful to be 

in such a way. (Missouri) 

[After the "'"''·"-w"" 
ended the brethen were 

unceremoniously disfeHow
fmm the church. After a 

short period, the pastor who led in 
their disfellowshipment accepted 
the teachings of a strange, offshoot 
movement and is no longer in the 
ministry.] 

"Great Deliverance" 

I just wanted to drop these lines 
to you to let you know that Jesus 
Christ, the Lord God of Heaven, 
recently saw fit to spare my life 
with a great deliverance. 

Last Friday as I was preparing 
for the Sabbath I knew that I 
needed to fm up our kerosene 
heater. (Because of electrical wir
ing problems, \Ve cannot use our 
heat.) So all day long I kept think· 
ing I should do it. As the Sabbath 
drew nearer, I took the canister out 
of the heater to fill but remembered 
I needed to a few more things 
done, so I it down at the back 
door in the kitchen. 

Finally, I realized I was not go
ing to it done before worship, 
so I figured I'd have to do it after 
worship, or wait and let ___ do 
it when he came home. (The 
room that we warm is the 
bedroom, and if I fined up the 
heater and turned it on before 
vvorship I would not be able to have 
.... ,,~·r.:hiln in there because the fm:nes 
have to be deared before you can 
go in and But then I remem
bered--·- doesn't come 
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straight home on Fridays and it 
would get pretty cold. 

So after worship I went out and 
started to fin the canister. We have 

laying on the porch and I 
that would be a lot faster. So I 
the funnel in the canister and was 
about to finish it up when 
___ shouted to me the 
kitchen door, "What are you do
imz?" He came doser and said it 

up the kerosene 
could see. Then he 
"That's not l.re>rn~"'" 
line!" 

So I told him that it couldn't be 
because he had told me that 
kerosene was in blue and 
14asoline was in red. But he said 
that was gasoline in that blue con-
tajner because he had 
before he knew that blue was for 

and he had been using it 

home early since he usually 
doesn't. His answer was that he 
was going to off before com, 

home but that he had been 
~,.,,..,.,, .. 6 about me and decided to 
come home. Then he said he had 
started to go straight to the bed

; room and dump all his things, but 
decided to find out where I was 
first. Praise God! because timing 
was everything. Even if he had 
be~n two minutes then pos

we both would have been 
blown up because he would not 
have knmvn that I had put gasoline 
in the heater if he had not seen me 
do it. 

As we talked about it and I 
about it I'm even 

I didn't blow up 
once ____ found out 

what had that l had 
ga1;o!Jlne in the heater from a con
tainer that he had put gasoline in 
that was to have kero
sene, the 
him crazy. He would have blamed 
himself for the rest of his life prob-

And I don't know that he 
would have ever been able to get 

somehow he l'lrN~nt"'d 
in the law:nmower. you can I. the :L.c1rd. that were the case, 
"'""'"'''""' how I felt as it dawned on that he would then 
~me that I was about to blow the it would have b,;;..en worth 
up when I lit the of course, that I had 
kerosene heater, not died in any 

Then I realized he was home ear- we're both still 
!y, so I asked him he came I here and it has had a rather dra-

'---------------------·-------------------·-------
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matic effect on I gave the tes
in church that Sabbath and 

were in tears, '"''"'""'Ull/S 
myself. As the elder gave his ser"· 
mon, he said to me that God had 
not my life for but 
that whatever it was that He has for 
me to do, to make sure I do it. 

may be sorry he said that 
for me, that I will 

have coJllH:mJieG, 

the cause of God. And please con-
tinue to pray for ___ because 
these things are not by un

him. (West Virginia)D 

THE OF NATHANIEL§ 
Few l':i~Imil1JI<es 

I recently 

pay. I'll send 
if you want. 

I enjoyed I I enjoyed your recent 
Now would you send me . 1990. Thanks. H 

a copy and each of these l you haven't sent a copy to my 
names and addresses please do so. and 
dosed] folk an issue"? address given.] 

Send promptly Also what would be the cost for 

W:ants to Share I 
With tite Whoie Cbltlr~::h 

Just got your Report and Anal-
55th G. C Session of the 

..... ,uatua~Jv••" 1990 smokescreen. 

of 50, 100? 

My "Fdends Want 
Their Own'' 199() 

I received your 01.1 

I'd like to see what you would re·· 1 the 1990 General Conference Ses
quire to send our whole church a I sicm of SDAs last week. 
copy. I'm a retiree and don't have I read it with an open mind and 
that much overage but I'd like to agree with it wholeheartedly; I then 
at least slow the change artists started my friends if they 
at work in the SDA , received a copy, some others 
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hadn't" 
I learned that those who hadn't 

were not church any 
and weren't even 

the Review. 
I am 

own. 
How much are extra """'"""' 

w:ill need one dozen 

~o R~ceiv~ PubH~'"ti®ns" 

What a to receive ymu pub-
lications. I the Lord for them 
and for 

God bless your work! 

"Waf!lts More ~~tforalu~~lion" 

I want more information about 

''Pow~rl'td 'Hutb'' 

I was touched very while 
I was at ___ 's residence with a 
friend when she gave the lesson. It 
was the truth, no no er-· 
mrs, and I have 
come to realize what she had--~ 

truth. I have continued to 
go back to the studies every Sab
bath, and we have become the best 
of friends. She and her are 
very nice. 

At times obstacles come in my 
way, and there are moments when 
I feel Hke just letting go and 
ing up, but I §tin 

I am stronger. 
a 90 

I am continuallv reading and 

this me~:>sage which is Christ cen·· Continue to do your there 
and which real!y me are still many lives out there who 

you are me would love to have this truth. 
the tmth. fPhiHrmines! (Canada) D 

'rUE 

"N@t ~;,~!ll;"f'i"iiW~~:F" 

We are Adventists. 
Rods or 

Davidians or whatever you call 
We refuse to 

any literature fmm you via mail 

or otherwise" We have truth and 
are not for 
else. 

remove my nmne from 
.,,.:uuu5 list NOW. 

· · · you our name. 
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''Resurrected''? 

I thought he [V. T. Houteff] died 
years ago. The Shepherd,s Rod has 
come back to life? Thought it was 
dead, too! Sony to hear it has been 
resurrected. (Ohio) 

"Not Welcome" 

Your publications are not wel
come in my home. I demand that 
you remove my name from your 
mailing list. (N-ew Hampshire) 

"Disappointed" 

Please remove my name from 
your mailing list. 

I am disappointed to see you use 
God's money in this way. No won
der we are still down here! What 
happened to the gospel can to 

it to the whole world so the 
end can come! I'? 

working in the same old 
fields. Wake up--so we can put our 
energy where God would have us 

put it -to preach a soon coming 
Savior to those who have never 
heard. (Canada) 

leaching§ Are "Off Base" 

I am sending this letter to you 
asking you not to send anymore of 
your pamphlets in any form to my 
home. I have not in the past and 
do not in the present accept your 
teachings as truth from God. 

I have read Brother Houteff's 
message and found it to be totally 
out of character with the Bible 
and the Spirit of Prophecy. Your 
teaching on Ezekiel 9 is way off 
base; your teaching on the time of 
trouble is off base; your teaching 
on returning to Jerusalem is off ' 

your teaching on the 144,000 
is off base; your teaching on the 
persecution of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is off base. I 
could go on. 

I say in dosing, do not 
send anything to my home. 
(lexas) D 



VOLUME 8, NUMBER 2 43 

HEALTH WAVE 

"TOUCH NOf THE UNCLEAN THING" 
(2 Cor. 6:17) 

Only the obedient are justified. 
Only the justified will be saved. 
God requires obedience to all His 
commands. 

" ... In order for man to retain 
justification, there must be con
tinual obedience, through active, 
living faith that works by love and 
purifies the soul."-lSM 366:1. 

This statement, one of many 
similar Spirit of Prophecy pas
sages, makes justification substan
tive only in obedience. 

Davidians know that He com
mands His children to ''touch not 
the unclean thing." Davidians 
know that anything made from 
unclean animals is unclean and for-

Products/Soaps 

Proctor & Gamble Co. 
Era (Laundry soap*) 

Purex 
Brillo Soap Pad (Pot cleaner) 
Dobie Pad 

Andrew Jergens Co. 
Gentle Touch (Skin soap) 

bidden. Yet Davidians, as with vir
tually all Adventists, either think 
nothing of using articles made of 
fat rendered from the fat of hogs 
or scruple not to do so. 

God says, " ... touch not the 
unclean thing." Hog meat is un
clean; hog fat is unclean; anything 
-soap, etc., made from it is un
clean. Thus any who use it or touch 
it are unclean. They are disobe
dient, unjustified. For all who are 
seriously concerned to eliminate 
this unclean condition, the 
TIDINGS provides the following 
(Revised from the TIDINGS, Vol
ume 2, Number 3, May-September 
1986, pages 44-47) information: 

Ingredients Use 

No animal fat Good 

No Lard , 

" " 

Beef Thllow Good 
Aloe & Lanolin Skin Conditioning " " 
Vitamin E & Lanolin Skin 

Conditioning " " 
Fiesta " " 

*Note: When a (Q) or ® is on product cover, it is good for use. 
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Cheese 
Kraft 

AU products produced in the 
United States only" 

Processed and Natural Swiss 
(Domestic brands only) 

Soft Cheeses 

Crackern 
Nabisco 

Low Salt ""'"''""'""'"' 

AU Wheat Thins 
All Tri.scuits 
Low Salt Premium Saltine 

Low Salt Ritz 
Low Salt Rjtz Bits 

Sunshine Biscuits, Inc. 
Cheez-It (The rennet used is derived 

from a vegetable source.) 

Rennet 

Beef 

Microbial 
Lactic Acid 

Leavening 

Potassium 
Bicarbonate* 

No leaven , 

Potassium 
Bicarbonate* 

, 

" 

Yeast 

Use 

Good 

Good 
Good 

Use 

Good 

, 

, 
, 
, 

, 

*Note: Potassium Bicarbonate is an alkaline powder used for leaven
ing purposes. It is not to be confused with Sodium Bicarbonate. 

Cosmetics lngi-edients Use 
Westwood 

Keri Lotion Synthetic Good 
Alpha Keri Gelee Pork Bad 
Sebulex Medicated Dandruff 
Shrunpoo with Conditioners Pork Bad 

Hea!tb Products Ingredients Use 

Eli Lilly and Company 
Gelatin Capsules Beef & Pork Bad 

"What agreement bath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the 
temple of the living God; as God has said, I will dwell in them, and 
walk in them; and I will be their and they shall be My people" 
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Wherefore come out from among and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING; and I will receive you, 
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Cor. D 

~'1'!1."-"-"""'" WITH US 

After several months of illness I th.· em, but he kept them in his 
Brother Arthur Nicholson was thoughts and prayers constantly. 
called to I"<~st on May 24, 1992. He also was very burdened for his 
Brother Nicholson was a native of and loved ones in the 
Jamaica, but he spent almost fifty Church, and at every opportunity, 
years here in the United States. He he tried to share the message with 
was a devout Seventh-day Advent·· others. 
ist member and occupied several Brother Nicholson lived a long 
positions in the Church. and useful life. But since he suf.-

In the eighties, Brother fered so much in his dosing 
Nicholson accepted the Davidian even though we grieve that he is no 
message and. was a staunch believer more with us, we are thankful that 
in it. He carried an immense bur- he is called to rest until the Life
den for the conversion of his chil- giver's command is given to aU 
dren. This occupied his thoughts those who sleep in Jesus .. (Daniel 
considerably. He not only did his 12:2.) 
best to share the message with I 

t~· 

Sweet be thy rest, 
And peaceful thy sleeping; 

God's way is best, 
Thou art in His keeping. 

0 blessed sleep 
Where ills ne'er molest thee! 

Why should we weep? 
For Heaven hath blessed thee. 

Sweet be thy rest. 

* 
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TAPE LIST NO. 28 

NO. TITLES LENGTH 

12 Two Classes in the Church As Seen in the 
Esau 'JYpe and Zechariah 6 ....... 0 ••• 0 • 0 0 0 0 • 90 

67 The Holding and Hurting Angels 
of Revelation 7 .... 0 •••••••• 0 ••••••• 0 ••••• 0 90 

80 How to be Established (2 Chron. 20:20) 0 • • • • • • • • 60 
81 The Truth on the 144,000 .................... 0 90 
90 Conversion ... 0 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 ••• 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 90 

125 Who Does the Woman of 
Revelation 12 Represent? . 0 ••••••••••• 0 • • • • • • 60 

126 Special Truths that Have Marked 
Different Periods in l{j~tory (GC 609) ..... 0 • • • 45 

127 The Sabbath ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
130 Change Your Garments and Prepare 

to Meet Thy God . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

M. J. Bingll~bn's Studies 

17 Misdirected . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 
88 A Noisy Gong-A Useless Nobody? Or One Who 

Bears Up Under Anything and Everything..... 60 
94 Questions and Answers JL 0 0 •••••••• 0 •••••••• 0 • 60 
99 A Destructive Sin That Hardly Anyone Really 

Thinks is a Sin ..... : ........ 0 • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 60 
121 "Now Is My Kingdom Not From Hence" . . . . . . . 90 
124 How Can We Confidently Tell Whether We Are 

Headed for the Kingdom or for the Bowels 
of the Earth? ....... ~ . · ......... 0 •••••• 0 • • • 90 

136 The Pattern of a True Davidian and Blueprint 
of the House of David>(Ii's. 119). . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

138 Our Reasonable Service . , ...•.............. 0 • 0 • 90 
140 More Than a Prophet (S.Q.P.) ............ 0 • • • • 60 
145 "Gather Together, 0 Nation Not Desired" . . . . . . . 60 

Cost of lapes: For U.S. and Canaqa: 30 minutes-60¢; 45 minutes-75¢; 
60 minutes--$1.50; 90 minutes-$2.()0. ·For overseas, please add $1.00 more 
per tape for postage. All monies must. be in U.S. currency. D 
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NOI1CES 

WORK FOR LAODICEA: "Son of save on valuable time and postage, 
man, I have made thee a watchman but it will help us to update our 
unto the house of Israel: therefore mailing list. 
hear the words at My mouth and RETURNED CHECKS: Those writing 
give them warning for Me." Ezek. remittance checks on their personal 
3:17. This charge is given to us- accounts should be sure that they 
those who understand the book of have enough money in their ac
Ezekiel. God has made us watch- counts before doing so. This will 
men to the house of IsraeL We save bank changes both on your 
must watch as those who must give account and on the Association's 
an account for souls. Are you, account, and also eliminate extra 
Brother, Sister, watching for souls? bqokkeeping. 
As a watchman, are you watching VISIIDRS: Visitors are welcome to 
for opportunities to get names and visit Bashan. But an should make 
addresses, watching for opportuni- reservations with the Office before 
ties to study with those who are making traveling arrangements. 
hungry for the truth? Do you re- l'HANKSGIVING WEEKEND: We en
member this commission as you in- joyed fellowshiping with those who 
teract from Sabbath to Sabbath visited over this weekend. We praise 
with church members? Do you the Lord for bringing these 
share a genuine burden for their brethren safely to Bashan and for 
souls by making either a personal taking them back safely to their 
contact, or by giving them a piece homes. Not only did we enjoy the 
of literature, or by getting their good food and fellowship but also 
names and addresses for the mail- ··the spiritual feast the Lord had for 
ing list? Again and again we stress us. 
that the hour is late. What must be NEW OI'FICE BUILDING: In the last 
done must be done quickly. May ·TIDINGS we were expecting to be 
all who read these lines be re- settled in the new Office. Now we 
minded anew of their God-given 
charge as is expressed in the afore
mentioned and kindred texts. 
ADDRESS CHANGE: Be sure to send 
in your change of address to the 
Office as ,non as possible after 
your remove. This will not only 

are here and are praising the Lord 
the convenience and comfort 

· \Jve enjoy working for Him here 
each day. As weather permits, the 
work is going forward on the land
scaping and parking lot armmd the 
Office. 
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SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS: The 
School of the Prophets is going 
strong, and our five students are 
full of energy and enthusiasm to 
learn the message and how to 
present it to the brethren in the 
Church.. They spend four hours 
a day studying prophecy, types, 
character building, homiletics, 
speech, and agriculture. It is our 
hope and prayer that these brothers 
wm qualify themselves for a place 
in the hunting work for the Lord's 
people throughout the far-flung 
field of the Church. We hope to 
share with you a report from the 
students and teacher for the next 
TIDINGS. 
CiillHING FOR THE NEIDY: If you 
have good used, serviceable doth-· 

ing to be shipped overseas, please 
continue to send them to our Dor
cas leader in Florida: Mrs. Lelia 
Rolle; 2210 McClellan St., Holly
wood, FL 33020. 
WOW{ IN AFRICA: Brother Forde 
and Brother Goodhead are current
ly visiting in Sierra Leone and 
Ghana. We are hoping to have a 
fuUtime worker in Sierra Leone. 
Whatever support is sent in for 
Africa will go to the support of the 
work in Sierra Leone. Please keep 
the needs of Africa uppermost in 
your prayers. 
MONTH END PRAYER AND FASTING: 

May aU make an effort to keep 
these appointments and thus re
ceive the special blessing the Lord 
has for each one. D 

THE NEW YEAR 

T HE old year is in its death 
struggle; let all wrath, malice, 

and bitterness die with it. Through 
hearty confession, let your sins go 
beforehand to judgment. Devote 
the remaining moments of the 
swift passing year to humiliation of 
self rather than trying to humiliate 
your brethren. With the new year, 
commence the work of lifting thern 
up-commence it even in the wan
ing moments of the old year. Gt:i 

to work anew, Brethren and Sisters 
·-go to work earnestly, unselfishly, 

lovingly, striving to lift up the 
hands that hang down, to strength
en the feeble knees, remove the 
heavy burdens from every soul. Let 
the oppressed go free, and break 
every yoke. Bring to your homes 
the poor that are cast out. "Then 
shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall 
spring forth speedily; and thy right
eousness shaH go before thee; the 
glory of the Lord shaH be thy 
rereward. Then shalt thou can, and 
the Lord shall answer; thou shalt 
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cry, and the Lord shall say, Here I 
am. If thou take away from the 
midst of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, and speaking 
vanity; and if thou draw out thy 
soul to the hungry, and satisfy the 
afflicted soul; then shall thy light 
rise in obscurity, and thy darkness 

be as the noonday: and the lord 
shall guide thee contirmally, and 
satisfy thy soul· in drought, and 
make fat thy bones: atid thou shalt 
be like a watered garden, and like 
a spring of water, whose waters fail 
not." 

-R & H, Dec. 16, 1884. D 

OUR DUTIES AND OBI,IGATIONS 

W ILL my brethren now arouse Shall we be zealous and repent? 
to do their work? The signs ShaH we redeem the failures of the 

reveal to us that "the night com- past? "Bring ye all the tithes into 
eth, in which no man can work." the storehouse, that there may be 
The time is coming in which you meat in mine house, and prove Me 
can neither buy nor selL That will now herewith, saith the Lord of 
be a serious time for the people of hosts, if I win not open you the 
God. Now you can sell and give windows of heaven, and pour you 
alms. Now you can send your treas- out a blessing that there shaH not 
ure before you into heaven, and be room enough to receive it." 
God calls for your means to ad- ShaH we obey God, and bring in 
vance His cause. Let this ... enter- all our tithes and offerings, that 
ing in of a new year testify to the there may be meat to supply the 
zeal of God's people. There has demands of souls for the 
been a withholding from God of bread of life? God invites you to 
tithes and offerings. The question prove Him now, as the old year 
is asked, "Will a man rob God?" draws to its close, and let the new 
And the answer comes, "Ye have year find us with God's treasuries 
robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein replenished. Let us literally prove 
have we robbed thee?--In tithes the lord, by bringing all the tithes 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with a and offerings into His storehouse, 
curse; for ye have robbed Me, even and let us repent of our robbery 
this whole nation." Wonderful toward Him. He tells us that He 
statement, and how true! Shall we win open the windows of heaven, 
humble our souls before God, and and pour us out a blessing, that 
confess our sin in robbing him? there shall not be room enough to 
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receive it. He pledges His word, "I 
will rebuke the devourer for your 
sakes, and he shaH not destroy the 
fruits of your ground; neither shall 
your vine cast her fruit before the 
time in the field saith the Lord of 
hosts.'' 

Thus His word is our assurance 
that He will so bless us that we 
shall have still larger tithes and of
ferings to bestow. "Return unto 
me, and I will ·return unto you, 
saith the Lord of hosts.'' 

-R & H, Dec. 18, 1888. D 

KEY 10 ABBREVIATIONS 

3, 5Ans. The Answerer, Books 3 and 5 

COL Christ's Object Lessons 

CS Counsels on Stewardship 

CT Counsels to Parents, 1eachers, and Students 

Ed. Education 

FE Fundamentals of Christian Education 

LD The Leviticus of D. S. D. A. 

MH The Ministry of Healing 

MYP Messages to Young People 

PP Patriarchs and Prophets 

R & H Review and Herald 

TDWG This Day With God 

5T Thstimonies, Volume 5 

511-. Final Warning, 'fract Number 5 
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INSPIRATION'S CHALLENGE 

Our lifetime is and every action should be con-
sidered. H has been granted us that we rnight, if we "viU hold 
of it in the accomplish a work that will be ac-

wledged by the Lord as It is an 
..... .., ... ,..,.; solemn thing to live in 
render to God of our 

trusted gifts for wise 1mnrc,veJneJI1t 
in His and that at His "'"''"u'"" 
with usury. 

No man is called use of the talents entrusted 
to him, to lay off his individual that another man 
may do his trading for him. man God has his 

and man is accountable 
done. The soul that the 
him, cannot transfer that talent No man can transfer 
his influence to another nerson;to serve for him, or to be mind 
or judgment for him . 

. . . Each period of life the passing years some 
for each ,....,,, .... ,~,.,"' 

be made use improved to 
This, with the aid of will show imnrtwP-

ment, advancement onward and walking 
in a safe oath heavenward.-'fDWG 286:1. 2, 4. 
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